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CHAP. XLIX. 

The Hifiory of Rome i from the Death ofCafaf 
to tluefrji ConJUlate ofOclavianuu 

T X T H fefj" Gaefar was difpatclied, Brutus advancing td 
\\/ the middle of the fenate-houfe^ offered to give ah 
^ ^ account to the fathers of the motives of their un- 
dertakings in hopes they would approve an aflion which had 
reftored liberty to their country \ but they fled in the ut- ^^^ ^ 
moft eonfternation> and carried terror and confufjon into great csm* 
allquartttrs of the city. So gtefat was the throng at the dooi' fiema^w 
of the hall| and in the porch, that fome of the ftnatbrs were ^P^ ^^ l 
ftifledin the crowd, and others dangeroufly wounded by ^'' "^ *^* 
funning blindly in that general diftra£ti6n againft the drawn 
daggers of the confpirators. The news of Cafar's death be- 
ing fpread all over the city, the friends of the deceafed re-* 
tired precipitately ta their boufes, and (hut themfelves up, 
without knowing what they had to hope or fear from fo 
tragical ail event. The artificers and other inhabitants 
quitting their (hops and houfes, ran up and down the ilreets 
in diftradion ; fome haftening to fee the body.pf the de- 
ceafed ; fome eagerly enquiring into the particulars^ of ih^ 
affaffination. In the mean tin>e Briitus and the other con- 
fsirators marched in a body from the fenate-houfe all over 
the city, with their daggers ftill bloody in theif hands, not 
like perfons .who thought of efcaping, but with an air of 
Vofc. XII. B cottfidcnqjt 
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K con fidencc and aflurance. Some perfons of difthiftion, wli<J^ 
had not been privy to the confpiracy, joined them with their 
drawn fwords^ deurous to (hare in the honour of the aftion : 
of this number were C. 0£lavius, P. Lentulus Spinther, 
Favonius Patifcus, and L. Statius Murcus, who had ferved 
under Caefar in quality of lieutenant againft the fons of 
Pompey in Spain. They proclaimed in the ftreets that they 
had killed the king of Rome, and the tyrant of their coun- 
try. They were preceded by a herald, who parried on the 
point of a lance, a cap, the fymbol of liberty among the 
Thi confpi' Romans. They exhorted the people to refume their ancient j 

raiorstH' liberty, and complimented fuch perfons of rank as came in ^ 

V%lto their way. When they aiTrived at the comitium, Brutus, | 

refume holding up his bloody dagger, cried out, ** Cicero, we have 
their an* FCvengcd the republic/* 

cient it' Finding, however, that the people did not enter into their 

*jr^ , views, but rather feemed inclined to revenge the murder of 
auenJed their beloved di£iator, they thought it advifeahle to retire 
'with ^reat to the Capitol, whither they were attended by a body of 
diftarb^ gladiators belonging to Decimus Brutus Albinus. Next 
ances.tn ^^^^ ^^ ^^ citizen was injured by the confpirators either in 
^ ' ^'•^' his goods or perfon, the fcnators, and many of the people, 
went up to the confpirators in the Capitol, where they were 
harangued by Bruti^s. When he had done fpeaking, they 
applauded his oration, and invited him with one voic^ to 
come into the city. Thus encouraged, the confpirators dc- 
fcended with confidence into the forum, Brutus being it- 
tended and guarded by many perfons of the moft eminent 
quality in Rome, while the other confpirators went pro- 
Branusko' mifcuoufly mingled with the crowd. Brutus, perceiving 
rMgues the tlie people difpofed to hear him with attention, mounted 
l^evpU. ^j^g roftra, and addrefled them in a very afFefting fpcech, 
explaining the motives which had prompted him and his 
confederates to put Caefar to death ; and folemnly protefting 
they had nothing elfe in view but to deliver Rome from ty- 
ranny, and reftore the liberty of the commonwealth. Not- 
withftanding all his elocution, and thefe fpecious protefta- 
tions, the people continued filent, fullen, and dejedied; 
tind the confpirators dreading the confequence, retired once 
more to the Capitol *. ' 

C«far, determined to fet*out ih a few days on his intended 
expedition againft the Parthians, had refigned his confuHhip 
to P. Cornelius Dolabella, a young man of twenty -five years 
of age, who had married lullia the daughter of Cicero. 
The new conful, out of refpefl: to Csefar, wailed for his <fc- 

=» Plul» Dio CaiT. Appian, ibid. 
^ " . 'V ' parturc 
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partiire to enter upon his office; but he no fooiler lieard the ' 
news of his death, than he appeared with his lidors artd 
fafces, without the confent either of the fenate or people. 
It was generally fuppofed he wouldjoitl the dlftator's frieildd 
againft firutus and the other conlpirators 5 but he, to the Dolaheila 
great furprize of all, immediately went up to the Capitol ^^*^V^* 
with all the pomp of a conful; and there congratulating ^^^^^^^ 
Brutus and his followers on the fuccefs of theif glorious un* dijifnity^ 
dertaking, declared, that he would fupport them to the ut- anddi' 
moft of his powir. From the Capitol Jie returned to the '^^resfir, 
forum, where he haratigued the multitude, exhorting them ^^'^*'^* , 
to join the deliverers of their country 5 and, after having ut- 
tered many bitter reflexions on Casfar, and beftowed the 
higheft eldgiums on Brutus, he boldly propofed a law, en- 
afting, that for the future the ides of March fhpuld be ce* 
lebrated with the fame folemnity as theday on which Rome 
was*'built. The people, however, were fo far from ap- h obliged 
plauding his propofal, that thev would have torn him in to Jave 
pieces, had he not faved himfelf by a timely retreat to the ^j**^^-*/ , 
Capitol. F * ^ 

The menaces which the multitude threw out on this oc» 
cafion againft the didator's enemies, did not deter L. Cor- 
nelius Cinna from renouncing his party. Csefar had mar- 
ried to his firft wife Cornelia the fifter of Cinna, and on that 
account had always favoured him in a particular manner. 
He had raifed him this year to the prsetorfliip, and pro- 
nrifed him the confulate : but Cinna was in his heart a re* The/lngu* 
publican, and an enemy to the diftator ; therefore, upon iar beha- 
Caefar's death, he not only openly joined with the confpira- ^'^«''^/Xr. 
tors, but going into, the forum with all the enfigns of his ci»«« 
dignity, pronounced an inveftive againft his brother-ia-law, 
ftyling him tyrant, ufurper, and oppreflbr of his country; 
When he had clofed his oration, he ftripped himfelf, in pre- 
fence of the people, of all the ornaments of his dignity, 
qying out, ** Thefe I received of Csefar, againft the known 
laws of Rome ; and now I refign them to the Roman peo-« 
pie, who alone have a right to difpofe of them." The 
people took notice of nothing but his ingratitude, which 
they refented fo highly, that he was obliged to abfcond for 
fear of feeling its cffefts ^. 

Antony and Lepidus, who were entirely attached to Cae- 
far, and had concealed themfelves through fear of being in- \ 

solved in his ruin, hearing how the people ftood afFefted, 
appeared again in public. When the confpirators firft con- 
fulted about the execution of their deJign, they were all, ex- 

* Appiaii, Bell. Civil, lib.' ii- Veil. Patcrcul. lib. 11. cap. 58. 
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cept £irutus> of opinion, that Antony (hould be cut ofiT 
with Cxfar ; for they con (iderecC him as a dangerous perfdn, 
on account of his unbounded ambition, and the powerful 
intercft he had among the foldiery ; but Brutus would by 
no means liften to their advice, faying, that an aSion un- 
dertaken in defence of the laws oUght to be free even from 
all appearance of injuftice. Befides, he gave them h6pes, 
that a great change might be wrought in Antony. This 
Roman appeared again with all the majefty and fplendor of 
a conful, being Cxfar's colleague in that dignity, and ma- 
naged his affairs with fuch addrefs, that he paved the way 
for that triumvirate, which gave the finifliing blow to the 
republic, and eftablifhed monarchy at Rome. 

The firftftep he took was to order Lepidus to march into 
the city with a legion, which he commanded in the neigh- 
bourhood, and to encamp in the field of Mars. This mo- 
tion alarmed the confpirators in the Capitol, who fent de- 
pvuies to Antony and Lepidus, defiring them to conGder 
the dangerous confequenccs of a divifion in lb critical ^ 
conjimdlure, and remonftrating, that no hatred to Caefar's 
perfon had. armed them againft him, but only the love which 
every good citizen ought to have for his country. As De- 
cimus' Brutus had already left Rome to put himfelf at the 
head of an army of veterans in Cifalpine Gaul, which pro- 
vince had been allotted him by Caefar, Anthony and Le- 
pidus diflembled even their defign of revenging the di£kator*5 
death, and, to gain time, returned the following anfwer ; 
'* That they were ready to facrifice their private regards to 
the public good, and fufFer the fenate to be aflettibled, that 
they might govern thcmfelves by the advice of fo many 
illultrious and difcerning perfons as compofed that vener- 
able body." 

Accordingly Antony, as conful, appointed the fenate to 
meet early next morning in the temple of Tellus, near his 
own houfe, and in the mean time placed guards all over the 
city, to keep the unruly multitude from raifing difturbances. 
He likewise ordered all Csefar's money and papers to be 
tronveycd to his hpufe. Next morning by break of day, the 
confcript fathers afiembkd 5 and as none of the confpirators 
appeared in the fenate, the debates were carried on with 
more calmnefs and temper than could have been expeifted 
on fuch an occafibn. Moft of the fenators were inclined 
to favour the confpirators ; but neverthelefs were divided 
among thcmfelves in opinion. Some were for declaring them 
the deliverers, the faviours of their country, and allotting 
them, as fuch, ample rewards. Others were for approving 
the a^lion, without appointing any rewards to the authors 

of 
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•oftt, Encc no peribn demanded them. Some tliouglit it was 
fufEcicnt'to bury in oblivion what was paft, without beftow-' 
ing either praifes or rewards on the author? of Csefar's <jearb. 
Some of Caefar's friends declared boldly, that the action, 
was odious and deteftable ; but that they 'were neverthelefs 
jeady to concur in fuch meafures as fliould be judged neccf- 
fary for the fafcty of thofe who had committed it, from si 
due regard to fo many illuftrious families. After fevernj 
different overtures, it was at length concluded by a great 
majority, that before the confpirators were declared guilty 
ex mnocent, this queftion fliould be put, ** Whether Caefar 
vas a tyrant, or a lawful magiftrate P fince w the decifion 
of thi« depended that of all other queftioiis r^elatlxig to the 
oonipirator3« 

Antony made fuch plaufible objeftions td this queftion, 
that thp motion was dropped ; and Cicero, in a very elo- 
quent harangue, propofed that every thing Which had paiTed 
fliould be buried in oblivion. Accordingly a general am- AnaSt^f 
ncfty was proclaimed, and at the fame time it was decreed, obkwom 
contrary to the opinion of Cicero, and the moft zealous pa- ^^' ^^ 
<riot8,tnat not the leaft tittle fliould be altered of what Cae- J^slon'^ 
far had ena^ed during his government. This was, in a firmetL 
manner, declaring him at the fame time both innocent and 
f uilty, fince it was inconfiftent to confirm what he had done 
during his didatorfliip, and at the fame time to decree, 
that thofe who bad put him to death fliould not be profe- 
cuted.* Cicero^ in one of his letters to Atticus, fays, ** the 
tyrant is no more j but the tyranny ftill fubfifts. We ex- 
prcfs great joy at his.d^ath/ and at the fame time confirm 
all his ordinances '." 

Antony and Lepidus were ftill refolved to purfue their 
rcTcnge on the confpirators ; but as they diftruftcd each 
other, and both were afraid of Decimus Brutus, governor 
of Cifalpine Gaul, they artfully concealed their defign, and 
■caufed the aft of oblivion to be publiflied in all the quarters 
of the city. As the confpirators ftill remained in their afy- 
lum for fear of fome fudden tumult, Antony and Lepidus 
fcnt their children to the Capitol as hoftages for their fccu- » 

rity •, and then Brutus, CafGus, and their followers, came 
into the city. The fame night, in token of a perfed re- 
cpnciliation, Antony invited Caffius to fupper, and Brutus 
vas entejtaipe4 by Lepidus (A). It was now believed that 

the 

« Cic. Phhip. I. 'Vcl.Patcrc. lib. ji. cap. s%. Plut. in Cic. Brut. 
& Ccf. Appian. lib. li. Dio, lib. xliv. 

(A) Antony afked Caffius^ concealed under his robes?" 
^* Whether he had % dagger ** Yes <anfwered Caffius, who 

B 3 any 
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the republic would foon be reftored to her former tran- 
quility: but tranquility <nQ way fuited Antony's ambitious 
views. 

C^far, on the ides of September of the preceding year, 
had made bis will, and appointed his fat,her-in-law, Cal- 
purnius Pifo, to fee it executed: to him Marc A^tohy 
applied, and prefled him to produce the will, that it might 
oe publicly read, being convinced, that this ftep would pro-» 
duce new difturbances, and have a great efFeft on the mul^ 
titude. The diftator's enemies endeavoured to perfuade 
Pifo to fupprefs it \ but he, being fupported by Antonyj 
d^qlared, that nothing (hould prevent him from difcharg- 
ing the truft Csgfar had repofed in him. The affair was 
brought before the fenate, where it occafioned frefli.dif- 
Pifoand ^utes. Antony and Pifo infifted QR, having the will read, 
Antonjf i^r$ ^^^ jj^g jj^jy pf ^^ d^ceafed dilator honourably interred, 
C^faZ '^ Thofe (faid Pifo), who boaftpf having ^k Hied; a ty>ant^ 
mfilfrg^d. ^•''^^^ "^ thcmfelyes in a moft tyr.^nnijcal manner : tb^y ar^ 
willing that whatever,Ca9far h^s done in their behalf flioiilct 
he ratified, and at the fame time demand, that his laft dif- 
ppCtions (hall be fupprefled, A^ t^ Caefar's funeral, you 
may order what you tbink. proper \, but as ^o his will, which' 
he has depofitcd. in niy hand^, I . ^m refpjved to read it be- 
fore the people-*' The affair wa^ debated by both parties 
with great warmth ; CafTius viojently oppofi ng the propofal 
pf Antony and Pifo, which, if conaplied with, he lorefaw, 
would revive the affe£lions of th^ people, and caufe,frefli 
Brutus troubles ; but Brutus at lengtli yielded, and it was decreed, 
yields them tjij^t Caefar's will fliould be opened and read ; that his fu- 
ihetr rt' ncral rites fliould be performed at the expence of the pub- 
^"^' }ic, and divine honours dec-reed to his memory. 

drfar^s The will being produced, ^nd read in the prefence of 

w///, the people, it appeared, that he had appointed his three 

great nephews his heirs> C, Oftavius, Lucius Pinarius, and 
Qu^intus Pedius. To 0£lavius, the grand fon of his fifter 
Juiia, he left three-fourths of his ellate,, and the remaining 
part to the other two : he alfo ordainccij that young 0£ta-. 
^ yius» his principal heir, ihould takq his name, and be 

fidppted jnto the Julian family ; and that if any of his great7 
nephews fliould die, or renounce his inheritance, Decimus 
Brutus and M. Antony fhould be fubftituted in their room. 
Several pf the confpirators were, appointed guardi;\ns to his 
children, in cafe, he fhould leave any ; and Decimli^ Bru- 
tus, for whom he had a particular afecSlion, was named tq 

was naturally choleric and ful- the fov«r«ign j>owerJ' This 
len), and a (harp one too, for anf\v,er put a flop to any farther 
fjipy who fj[\i}\i dare to a'pire at jc(l^. 

^ fuccee^ 
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fvcceed 0£bi»iuSy l^uld he die without iffiie male, and to 

be adepled isto the Julian family. By the fame will he 

be<)ueat^e4 to the Roman people his fine gardens beyond 

the Tiber, imd to each individu;^ citizen the fum of fcventy- 

^ye Attic drachmas, or three hundred feilerces. Thefe Dtfturb- 

laft tokens of Caefai's beneficence revived the affe£Uon of J""^ ^^^'^^ 

tb€ (feople for him, and provoked them once more againft -y^J^ ^ 

Brutus and his followers, on whom they beflowed the ^ i^^ 

name of afTaflins, threatening them with the fame death 

they had infli&ed on their common benefa£lor« 

Brutus, perceiving how much they were exafperated, 
mounted the roftra m quality of praetor, and endeavoured 
to appeafe them, by demonftrating that Csefar was a tyrant, 
urho had deftroyed the confutation and liberties of his 
country. He likewife addrefled himfelf to the veterans 
Mrho had ferved under Caefar, promifing, in the name of the 
republic, that they fhould be no lofers by the di£lator's 
death; that tHofe who had already received lands, Ihould 
be confirmed in the pofleffion of them ; and that thofe who 
were not yet rewarded, ihould be fatisfied out qf the fixfl 
money which ihould come into the public treafury. } 

On a ftage, ere£led in the forum, they produced the ^^^ Mj ^ 
body of Caefar, laid upon a bed of ivory richly adorned with ^/^'^^^ 
curtains made of cloth of gold and purple ; and near it was fgrth 
hung the bloody robe which he wore at his death. All 
Rome crouded to fee the mangled body of their deceafed 
hero,- whofe lofs they bewailed with- figbs, tears, and la- 
mentations. Thofe chiefly, who had ferved under him in 
his wars, were inconfolable,' and with loud cries demanded 
vengeance. Then Antony afcended the roflra, and expa- JnfonjinJ' 
tiated with great eloquence upon every circumftance in the flamu Ue 
life and death of Caefar which could tend to excite their P^P*^'' , 
compafHon and revenge. 

He had fcarce finilhed his oration, when one of the fpec- 
tators, in a tranfport of enthufiafm, mounting the ilage, ' 
feized Caefar's robe, and difplaying it to the multitude, 
** Behold (cried he) the fpoils of an hero, beloved of thq 
gods, and reverenced by the wOrld even to adoration !'* 
Thefe words, interrupted with frequent fighs, uttered with Farhnt 
^ mournful tone, and accompanied with outcries, and at- ^rtifias 
titudes of forrow, occafioned a general commotion. At ^('f/*;^^ 
i the fame time there fuddenly appeared an image of C«far %^^ 

\ in wax, which moved by fprings, and fhewed the twenty- 

three wQu;ids which he had received on his face and diflPcr- 
' ent parts of his body. This fight tranfported the populace to ' 

madnefs : the forum refounded with fighs mixed with me- 
fi9ce$ and curfes againft the authors of his deatb^ whom 

B* . they 
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they ftyied ailafiins and parricides, deferving the moJI cruel 
puhifliments. Their fury was fo greats that they would 
defdi' no longer the folemnities of the funeral; but tearing 
to pieces the benches iand ehairs of the magiftrates, who 
held iheir courts in that place, and carrying aw ay the coun- 
ters and tables from the adjoining ihops^ raifed with them 
-, ^ . a funeral pile, and placing Caefar's body upon it, fet it on 
^L ifff^fft^ fire ; fo that the body and the bed' were confumed at once. 
The veterans, who had ferved under the deceafed, threw 
into the flames all the military rewards he had beftowed on 
them. Many women of diftin£(ion, to teftify their grief, 
and hbnour his memory, committed to the fire their jewels, 
their ornaments, and robes. The incenfed 'multitude 
fnatched the flaming brands out of the fire, and ran to bum 
the houfes of the-confpirators 5 but they were prevented by 
the friends ^nd domeftics who had been armed to proteft 
them from violence (B). 
frutfti Brutus and his party wcfc fo ihtrmcd, that they thought 

0wd his {t adyifeable to retire from 'the city 5 and accordingly they 
^^et^&t^rom P^^^^^^Y *«^ithdrew fb Antium. All the ftrangers in Rome 
%ome, mourned after the cuftom of their refpedivc countries, ef-f 
pecially the Jews, who watched feveral ilfights at the place 
. where Gaefar's body had been burnt. At laft divine ho- 
nours \yere paid him, and an altar was built by the popu- 
lace in the fame place, which was ever after looked upon 
as facred. His great nephew Odavius caufed a temple to 
be erected on the fpot, and a pillar of jafper twenty feet 
high, infcribed, ** To the father of his country**.'* 
Jlntony in- Antony, knowing that it was in the power of the fenate 
dtfnnurs to crofs his defigns, refolved to regain their favour, by ini^ 
toffmitt the flifting fuch punifliments on the authors of the difturbances, 
jfti^te, j^g (iriick the unruly multitude with terror, and for a while 
reftored the city to its former tranquility. Having aflfem-r 
bled the fenate; he affurcd the fathers, that henceforth bis 
whole attention (hould be how to quiet the people's minds, 
diftraificd on this fatal ocpafjofif, and to prevent the cala- 
mities of a civil war.* 
Tftipofa He propofed recalling Sdxtus Pompeiii«, fon of Pompcy 

V^ ^^^'' the Great, who, ever fincc the battle of M'unda, had con- 
r«j tom^' cealed himfelf in Celtiberia. He was even of opinion, that 

r^^^' 4 Plut. Appian. Dip, Suet. ibid. 

(B) As they werp returning him for another of the fame 

from the confpirators' houfes. name, who vvaa concerned in 

they met one Cinna, who had the confpiracy, fell upon him, 

|)cen always greatly attached to and tore him to pieces on the 

jf-efaHs prtyj but miftajeing fpot. 
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Ae lo6 0f ills paternal eftatei which had been confifcated 
ky Csefar, (bould be rellored at the «xpence of the public ; 
and that the fupreme command of all the naval forces of 
the republic ihould be conferred upon him, in the fame un«> 
limited manner as it had been enjoyed by his father. This 
propofal was heard with furprize, and received with gene«. 
cal applaufe (C)« 

The fenators were highly pleafed with fuch a condu^i: in Demands 
a conful and a friend of Csefar \ but the populace reproached ^s^^^i 
l^im with ingratitude to the memory, of his benefactor. 
Antony failed not to iiiake a nv^rit with the fenate of this 
averfijon : he even. pretended tp be afraid, left the enrageiL 
multitude (houbl make (bme attempt upon his life ; and de« 
manded a gu^rd of the fenate to fe/^i;re himfelf againft the; 
rabble^^wbb, he. fatd, threatened Kim with deftru£tion« 
The fathers could not reje£): his requeft, fince he had in- wkitkit 

. curred the hatred of the people for the ij)|:ereft of the fe- S^^^^ * 
oate : they allowed him therefoire a guard fpr the fecurity 
of his perfon ; but Antony, under this pretence, choie 
fix thoufand old legionaries, who had ferved with him un- 
der Csfar, and paffionately longed to revenge the death of 
their general. The fenate was alarmed at feeing the con« 
ful walk the fireets of Rome, always attended with fuch 
a number of armed men : even his friends remonftrated tp 
him, that fuch an extraordinary attendance rendered bio^ 

, lufpedled and odious in a free ftate. Antony promifed to 
diiband them as foon as he thought, himfelf out of danger ; 
apd, in the mean time, to remove the fufpicion they might 
entertain of his afpiring to fuccecd Csefar in the diClator- 
i)iip, he propofed a law abrqpating that dignity for ever, 
and it wa^ pafied in the aflembly of the people. 

This calmed for a while the fears of the fathers ; but jjisfaHi 
Antony foon gave them freih motives of jealoufy^ for hav- hood and 
ing gained over to his intereft Caefar's fecretary Faberius, doubk- 
and by his means made himfelf mafter of all his papers, he ^^^Sf 
appointed officers, brought new members into the fenate» 
recalled fpme from exile, and freed pther^ out of prifon \ 

(C) §ome afcribed this change tions, Cicero, deceived by this 

in A ntony tp his fear of the con- falfe appearance of zeal, highly 

Tpirators ; others fufpecfled, that commended Antony's conduct, 

he was deftrous of engaging firft in the fenate, and after- 

the fenate in bis favour againS wards in a letter he wrote to 

young Oftavius, the didiator's him, which the conful kept, 

Ijeir, vviio was on his journey and in due time made public by 

^rom Greece, to Rome. All the way of anfwer to the oratorfs 

fenators, however, beftowed'on bitter inveftives. 
him the greateft commepda- , 



mm mbfolute 
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and all thefe regulations a» having be^n prcferibed Kf CfCM 
&r. Having by thiQ artifice introduced many of hig own 
creatures into the fenate, he began to a& with great inde- 
pendency, knowing he had nothing to dread either from 
the fathers or the populace* fince he had nou^ a ftrotog party 
in the fenate^ and was guarded by a^ numerous body of 
chofen troops againil the infults and attempts of the mul-^ 
titude. Beiid^s, the whole autbority of the government 
was lodged in his hands. He was himfislf confol, one of 
his brothers, Lucius Antonius^ wa» tribmne of the people^ 
and the other, C« Antonius, prastor ; fetkat, without tak*.^ 
ilig upon him the title either of king* or dictator, he go«> 
Terned Rome with ati' abfolute iway *. Antony attached 
Lepidus to his intereA, by procuring for him the dignity of 
ponrifex maximns, vaeamc by the death of Cae&r, and be^ 
trothing his daughter Antoaia to his fon^ 

Some of the confpirator^ returned to Rome, while others 
continued at Antium ; amtong the latter was M. Brutus, 
who, upon intelligence that m^ny of the old foldiers who 
bad ferved under Caefar, of whom th«y had received lands, 
lay in wait for him, and by fmall ][>arties had ftolen into 
the city, would not expofe bimfelf to unneceffary dangers ; 
however, in his abfence, magnificent (hews were exhibited 
to the people at his expence; he being then praotor. Cse<P 
for had, before his deaths allotted provinces to the chief 
men »mong the confpirators $ to wit, Macedonto M. Bru- 
tus, Syria to Caflius, Afla to Trebonius, Bkhynia to Cim- 
ber, and Gifalpine Gaul -to -Decimus Brutus. They ftill 
continued in or near the eapital, to watch Antony*8 fteps, 
who afpired, notwithftatldihg. all his former pfOtfeftatious, 
to the fovereign poWer* ' 

Such was the pofture of affairs, when news was brought, 
that young Odavius, Caefar's great-nephew afnd adopted 
Offavius^^ fonj was coming to take pf^iTeflion of his inheritance. He 
firigm. was the fon of Caius Odavius, of the fenatotial order, who 
had been praetor of Macedon, and of Accia, daughter to 
Julia, Csefar's lifter. The 0£lavian family was divided in^ 
to two branches, the Cneii and the Caii :. the former were 
early diftingulfhed at Rome by the firft honours of the re- 

Suhlic; the latter, from whom Csefar's adopted fon was 
efcended, were fimple knights at the time of the fecond 
Punic war. Odavius's great-grandfather ferved in Sicily 
in quality of legionary tribunci, and his grandfather bore 
the firft employments in Velitrae, his nativt city. His 
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mother Accia, or Atia, waa the 4aughter of Julia and.M^ 
Accius Balbus^ whofe family^ as appears from feveral an- 
cient infcriptions, hadbeen^ long before tfae birth of Ocla- 
vius, one of the mbft conipicuous of Arieia, an ancient city 
of Latium. 0£laviu8 was bora in- the confulate of Cicero 
and Caius Antonius. His father Caius 0£laviu$ dying 
when he was four years old, his mother Accia marriea 
again, and took to her fecond hufband Lucius Marcius Phi- 
lippu^i defcended from thofe Philippi who fignalized them- 
felves in the Macedonian wars. From his infancy he bore 
the furname of Thuriaus, aflumedj as Suetonius conjec- 
tures, by his father, who drove the remains of Catiline's 
army from the neighbourhood pf Thuri«m, a city of Great 
Greece, and thence ftyled Thurinus. 

Accia his mother, and Philippus his father-in-law, took H'u iduKo^ 
pare to have him educated and inftruSed by the heft matters '^<^«. 
then in Rome \ and he is faid to have fo profited by their 
inftrudions, that at i)ine years old he harangued the people 
with wonderful confidences and pronounced the funeral 
oration pf his grapdmotl^r Julja when he was not quite 
twelve. Hi^ extraprdiriary parts, joined to the majefly of 
his engaging mien and cpnriely perfon, influenced in hisi 
favour all who knew or only beheld him. Julius Caefar, 7X/ re%ard 
hi? greaf-uncl^, was fo pleafed with, his genius and difcre- Caefar had 
tion, that he cherifhed him with all the fondnefs of a father,, f^ ^'^* 
and very early formed the defign of adopting him, in. 
cafe he mould leave no children of his own. He intended 
to carry Oflavius to the Parthian war, and with this 
view had fent him before to AppUonia, on the other fide 
the Adriatic, to wait for him there, and in :the mean time 
improve his talent for eloquence under the famous rheto- 
rician Apollodorus of Pergamus. 

He bad been fix months in ApoUonia, when he receiv- // infirmaf 
ed the news of his uncle*s tragical death. At firfl he knew at Apollo- 
not whether the whoje fen^te was privy to his murder, or ^'^ of Ait 
whether he had fallen by a confpiracy of his private ene- ^^^' 
mies 5 but he was foon informed, that fixty fcnators of the " 

moft illuflrious families in Rome had been in the plot ; that 
even thofe who had no fiiare in it, did, however, fecretly 
favour the confpirators, whom they looked upon as the de-> 
livercrs of their country ; that this party was very powerful^ 
that Antony, Lepidus, and the other friends oi his great- 
uncle, under pretence of avenging his death, aimed at nor 
tVmg elfe but to eflablifh their own power ; and that the 
city was filled with troifbles and commotions, occafioned 
ty the animofity of difFerent parties. At the fame time, 
))e received letters from bis mother and father-in-law, and 

other 
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Other friends, adflfing lihn to'foVbear for '/the prefent de- 
claring either his prctcnCons jor" refeiitnicht, fince tjicrc 
could be no fafety for him, but in ah 'obfcure and pri* 
vate life. 

0£lavius, rejefling thcfc timor<^us counfels, refolvcd to 
pafs over into Italy without delay, to inform himfelf of the 
fituatioQ of affairs. He went ovi board a fmall veflel, and 
palling the Adriatic fea, landed at Lupia, now La Rocca^ 
between Brundtifium and Hydruntum. The former was 
the ufual place of landing, for thofe wha came from th^ 
Eaft; but Oftavius thought it advjfeable not to (hevT him-* 
felf there, the place being full of foldiers^ till he had, by 
means of fomeemiffaries, founded the difpofition of the in^ 
habitants and garrifon. The latter no fooner hqard of his 
arrival, than they went out, and introduced him by a kihc} 
of triumpli into the city. Oftavius thanked them for their 
attachment and refpeCt; and, after having offered a folemii 
licrifice to the gods, declared himfelf Caefar's heir, and fon 
by adoption, calling himfelf nd longer Calus Odavius, but 
Caius Julius Caefar OSavianus (D)« The garrifon of Brun» 
dufium, which was very numerous, and conGfted of ve- 
terans, whom Ca^far intended to lead againft the Pjarthians^ 
not only offered their fervices to Oftavianus, but put hint 
in pofleffion of all the military ftores and pfovifipns which 
Caefar had prepared for his Parthian expedition, and eon- 
veyed to Brundufium, in order to betranifported from thence 
into the Eaft. Oftayianus had alfo the good fortune to in^ 
tefqept the tributes, which were fent annually to Rome from 
the provinces on the other fide the fea, and likewife thQ 
provifions and money detigned for the fupport and payment 
of the troops of the republic in Macedon. Thefe Oftavia- 
nus feizedfor bis own ufe, giving. out that he intended to 
revenge his untle's death. . Thus fupplied at once with 
men, money, arms, and provifions, he fet put for Brun- 
dufium, and took his route through Campania to Rome. 
On the fourteenth of the catends . of May he arrived a^ 
Naples, and rifext day went to vifit Cicero at his couhtry- 



(D) Adopted perfon^ affiim* 
ed all the three names of him 
who adopted them; but, as a 
mark of their proper defceat, 
added at the^od ^her their for- 
mer nomea or cognomen ; the 
firft exa<5tly the fame as before, 
for inilance, Q^Servilius Cae- 
pio Agalo Brutus, the name of 
M. Junius Brutus, when adopt* 



cd by Q^ Scrvilius C«pi6 Aga* 
lo. The other was added with 
foine Aisht alteration^ as in the 
qafe be^re us, 0(3avtanus calU 
ing himfelf, after his^ adopted 
father, C. Julius Caefar, and. 
changing the cagnomen 06ta» 
vjus into 06lavianus, declarincr 
himfelf thereby to be of the 
Oftavian family. • ' 

houfe. 
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lioufe, in t6c neighbourhood, of Cumqe, whither the orator 
' had retired for fear of Antony, t^rho now governed Rome 
ivith an abfolute fway. 

From Cumse, Oftavianus purfued his journey to Rome, 
and was joined, as he pafled through Campania, by the 
moft confiderable of his uncle's friends, relations, freed- 
men, and even hjs flavcs. The veterans likewife, to whom « 

Caefar, after the civil wars, had given lands in Italy, ha- 
ftencd from all parts, to offer their fervice to his adopted 
fon. As he approached Rome, ihoft of the magiftrates, Arrivis «r 
Ae officers of the army, and the people, came out in crouds ^^"^^ 
to meet him. Antony alone neglefted to (hew him the 
kaft refpc6J: ; he did not even deign to fend any of his 
fervants or attendants to compliment him in his name : but 
' of this negleft, young Oftavianus took no notice, being 
unwilling, on fo trifling an account, to difoblige one with 
whom he had affairs of much greater moment to tranfaft. 
His friends could not forbear publicly condemning the pride 
and ingratitude of Antony 5 but Oftavianus, with an ap- 
pearance of good humour, excufed him on account of his 
greater age, and the prerogatives of the confular dignity. 
" It behoves me, who am a young man, and in a private 
flation (faid he), to wait on one who is my fenior, and in 
the higheft poft of the republic" Accordingly^ he refolv- 
cd to make him a viCt next morning; but, as he defigned 
to have his adoption firft ratified by the praetor, according Has Ms m^^ 
to the Roman cuftom, he defired his friends to meet him d§ptiim m* 
early in the fonirt, with as many attendants as they could tifed. 
conveniently affemble," in order to affift at that ceremony. 
His friends and relations, with crouds of clients and at- 
tendants, accompanied him early in the morning, purfuant 
to his requeft, into the forum, where he proved before 
^ Caius, the brother of Antony, at that time praetor urbanus 
dr city praetor, his adoption, declared his acceptance, and 
caufed it to be regiftered by the public fcribes or notaries. 

From the forum Oftavianus went to Pompey's gardens* 
where Antony then refided. The conful fuffered him to 
wait a confiderable time at the gate, intimating, by that 
affefted difregard, how much he was above him, and what 
degree of authority he defigned to maintain over him. At 
length he admitted him into his apartment, and received 
him with great poHtenefs and civility. Oftavianus fpoke 
firft : he began with returning thanks to Antony, for his HisJ)iiick 
attachment to the memory of his father, and the panegyric to J/Hotty 
he made.at Ws funeral ; then he modeftly complained of at their 
his having fuffered a pardon to pafi^ in favour of the con- fi'f '"''^ 
^irators. He reminded him of Cjefar*8 friendfhip to him, '"'^' 
' and 
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and of the many good offices he had done him : he con-^ 
^ jured him, hy the memory of his friend and benefactor, to 
affift him in revenging his death, at lead not to oppofe him 
ih fo laudable an undertaking. In the clofe of his fpeech, 
he gave Antony to underftand, that he was refolved to pay 
immediately the legacies which his father had left to the 
people and foldiery ; and therefore defired to have deliver- 
ed to him, as Csefar's chief heifi the money which he had 
caufed to be conveyed from Csefar's houfe to his own : 
^ But as that (faid he), will hardly be fufficient to difcharge 
all my obligations, I fliall be obliged to you, if you will 
either lend me fome of your own, or procure me fome at 
interefl: from the quxftors, that I may pay off what fhall re« 
main due to thofe whom my father has remembered in his 
wilK As for his moveables, I am willing you ihould keep 
tliem, as marks of his aiFe£lion ; but for the ready money I 
have prefent occafion, and therefore hope you will order it 
to be delivered to me without delay.*' 

Antony, amazed at the young man*s boldnefs, and piqued 
at what he faid in the clofe of his fpeech, relating to his 
father^s money, which, according to Plutarch, amounted 
Antotiy't to no lefs than four thoufand talents, told him, with an 
^^(jf* air of authority, that he was very much miftakcn, if he 

fancied, that Csefar had left him heir of the Roman empire^ 
as well as of his name and fortune ; that his death ought 
to have taught his adopted fon, that the conftitution of the 
commonwealth allowed neither of hereditary nor elefkive: 
Sovereigns; and that therefore he ought not to demand 
rdafons of a Roman conful, for what he had done in the 
government of the commonwealth. As for the obligations, * 
which he pretended to owe him, on account of the honours 
he had procured for his father's memory, he willingly ac- 

Suitted him of them all, fince what he had done was only 
edgrted for the good of his country. "However (added he),^ 
to me alone you are indebted for his name and eftate; for had 
Caefar been treated like an ufurper, a difgrace which I alone 
prevented, there had been neither will, inheritance, nor adop- 
tion : but I fccured to him the honours due to his memory, 
and by thefe means his name and eftate to you, even at the 
hazard of my own life. It is true, I have- fuiFered fome 
decrees to pafs in the fefiate. favourable to the confpirators ; 
but 1 have been prompted thereto by reafons, which one of 
your age is not capable of difcerning. As to Caefar's money, 
which you demand, it does not amount to fgr^eat a fum 
as you imagine ; befides, as it belonged to the common- 
wealth, from which your father took it, it has been, in 
gr^af part> (hared among the magiftrates fince his death, 

wh« 
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who are to difpo£e of it accordihg to the exigencies ^f the 
ftate. As for what remains, I am ready to put it into your 
hands ; but gire me leave to advife you, young man, not 
to fquander it in brgeffes and gratifications : employ it. ra^ 
ther, in fending back to their reQse^ve colonies that fboal 
of followers, who attended you.luther. The populace is a 
monfter, that Will never be fatisfied^ and will always re- 
quite the good offices of their fellowrcitizens with the bafeft 
ingratitude. As you ^re converfant in the Grecian hidory^ 
you muft know, that the favourites of the people are, ge-« 
neraily fpeaking, fho^'t-lived^ and that popular affe£iion is 
more inconftant than the waves of the ocean ^" 

0£lavianasj ofiepded at this fpeech, took his leave of 
Antony abruptly, repeating feveral times, as he went out 
of the door, the name of Caefar. He was well apprifed^ 
that the conful kept his father's money and efliate from him, 
with a view to difable him from purchafing the favour of 
the people. He therefore refoived to expofe to public fale 
all the noafes and lands that belonged to the dictator, de- 
claring, that he would not have accepted his inheritance^ 
had it not been to prevent Antony from depriving fo many 
famiKea of the effedls of CaefaPs bounty towards them : 
but the conful, to prevent the fale, prevailed upon fome Axtmfs 
private citizens to chim the lands, as the eftates of their an- *^''j^^« 
ceftorsj which the di&ator had appropriated to himfelf 
during the civil war* At, the fame time, the quaeftors and 
other officers of the revenue, attheinftigationof the cosrful^ 
claimed part of thofe lands, as having been confifcated for 
the life of the public. CKSkavianus, forefeeing the affair 
would be drawn out to a great' length, put up to fale his own, 
patrimony, with the eftates of his mother and fatfaer-in*law, 
who parted with then) to pronK>te his defigns and affift him 
in purchafing the favour of the people. With the money OSim'vut' 
accruing from thefe fales, he paid part of his Qcfar's lega- *J^ ***** 
cies J which afie£led gencrofoy fo charmed the pppubcc, ^^J^V^ 
that they all declared in his behalf, and broke out into bitter pf^^ ^^ 
inveaivesagainftAntony,forwith-holdinghisfather'seftate. 
A few days after this tranfaftion, a difoute arofe between 
Antony and Oftavianus* on occafion of the public fhcws, 
which Crotonii^ exhibited during his aedilefhip. The fe- 
nate had decreed in Csefar's life-time, that at all public 
Ihews, a gilt cbairr a^d a crown of gold {hould be placed 
for him, even afkr his death, to make the memory of that 
great man ^qj^rtal. Purfuant to this decree, O^avianus ^ 

r Liv. lib. cxvii. Appian. lib. iii. p. 531, 533. Dio, lib. xlv. Veil. 
Fatercul. Hb. ii. cap. 66. Suet, in O£tavio. Cic. Epift. ad Attic. 
10. & 13. Ub.xiv. Orof. lib. vi, cap. 10. 

fcnt 
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fent the cliair and crown ; but the sediTe^ influenced Iby Am 
tony, rcfufed to adpit them. The aflair being carried be-' 
fore the conful, Antony anfwered coldly, that he would re-'* 
fierit to the fenate : ^* And I, anfwered 0£lavianu9 haugb-' 
lily, will place my father's chair where it ought to ftand^ 
while youareconlulttngthe confcript fathers*^' 
*. Antony, {nrovoked at the young man's boldnefs, threatened 
to fend him to prifod^ if he attempted to bring forth bis fa- 
ther's chair and crown, either at the garmes of Crotonius, or 
at thofe which he himfelf was to exhibit in honour of the 
^tfmrih di£tator, before th« temfrie of Venus. Odavianns,^ per-» 
wtk ah^ ceiving that this prohibition was ill received by the fxeople^ 
*^' . refolyed to convert it to his own advantage ; and, accord- 
ingly, going into the forum, complained to the multitude of 
the injury done to the memory of his father, addrei&ng him* 
felf to Antony, as if he had been prefent (£)• His difcourfe 
incenfed the populace againft Antony ; every one deteiled 
his ingratitude; even his own guards, who had ferved under 
Csefar, threatened to abandon him, if he continued to per-* 
fecute the fon of their general. Antony, finding it was hi» 
intereitto diflemble, declared that he preferved a tender re-« 
gard for the memory of Caefar, and had alfo a great value 
tor his fon ; but as the young man, proud of the nam^ of 
' Caefar, pretended to put himfelf upon the level with a con^ 

ful, he thought himfelf obliged to make himfenfible of the 
difference between a private citizen and the chief magif- 
trate of the republic ; but that he was ready to forget all tha^ 
i'heysri ^as paft, provided Odavianus would, for the future, pay 
nconciUd. )^\^ (hat refpe£k and deference to which he was entitled by 
liis age and office. This explanation was, at the requeft of 
the officers, followed by an interview, in which, after mu* 
tual proteftatioQS of friendfliip, they promifed to affift each 
other in revenging Cae&r's death ». 
jhtmyoh* in ^his pretended reconc&tion with 0£):aviantts, Antony 
utinsthe jjgj £jg private views. As the confular year w^ near ex- 

fr9vinf€0f , ^ ^ 

CifalpMf -^ . ' • ff Plut. Dio, Appian. ibid. 

(E) " Why {hould your ha- ipan, to whom you ovj^e youf 

tred to me (faid he) extend to prefent dignity.' Suffeime, at 

Caefar, who deferved fo well of feaff , Antony f to difcharge 

you? Why do you endeavour tht)fe legacief which he has left 

to prevent me from paying thofe to his fdlow-citizcns ; 1 freely 

honours to the memory of my abandon toyour infariable ava- 

father, which you procured, rice all the^fb I fha)l think my^ 

and the fenate decreed^ for him? feif richenou^hi|i^]candojuf^ 

Sacrifice me, if you pleafe, to tice to HUttimory^ by di&ri- 

your revenge ; but do not thus buting among the people what 

revile the manes of a great he has left them by his will."* 

[^ piring^ 
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Jjinng, he toped, by the intereft of OSavianus, to procunt 
the province of Cifalpine Gaul, which had been given to 
Decimus Brutus by the dictator, and coilfiim^d to him afJ^ 
ter his death, by a decree of the fenate. He knew the im- 
portance of that governnient, with refpeft p all Italy, and 
remonftrated to Oftavianus, that Gnce he was generoufly 
difpofed to revenge the death of his father^ he ought not to 
fuffer one of his aflaffins to enjby a command at the gates of 
Rome. Odavianus fell into the fnare, and promifed to af* 
fift him with all his intereft. The affair was brought before 
the fenate, where it met with oppofition, a great number of 
the fenators being attached to the persons and eaufe of the 
confpirators : beudes, they could hot turn Brutus out of the 
province which Csefar had, allotted him, without reverfing 
the decree by which they had confirmed all his a£ls. Thd 
propofal vt^as therefore rejefted by a great majority : but 
Antony had recourfe to the people, whofe tribunes he had 
bribed y and the undifcerning multitude, notwithftanding 
the remonftrances of the. fenate, granted him the govern- 
ment he defired. On this occafion, 0£tayianu9 employed 
all his intereft in favour of Antony, and it ^as chiefly by 
his intrigues that the conful carried his point. The father^ 
immediately difpatched a meflenger to Brutus, acquainting 
him with what had pafled, and advifing him not to deliver 
Up the province to Antony, but to fortify himfelf, and keep 
out the conful, if necefiary, by force of arms ^ 

The friends of C«far triumphed, on account of the re-* 
conciliation between Oflavianus and Antony ; but as the 
intercfts of the rivals were fo oppofite, each of them afpir* 
ing at the fame power which Csefar had enjoyed, it was 
impoflible they ihould continue long united. Antony, Antw 
thinking himfelf now mafter of Italy, began to thwart Oftir- breach he» 
vianus^s mcafures, and treat him with lefs regard \ he even *'^*^ ^** 
commanded him, under feverc penalties, to forbear bribing q^J^^ 
the popiilace with his largeffes : and becaufe Odavianus, «,|^, 
by the intereft he had with the people, was likely to get 
Flaminius, one of his creatures, named to the tribunate, 
Antony employed all his credit and authority to. poftpone 
the eleition. Thus the averfion of the rivals was renewed^ 
Antony never n\entioned 0£lavianu9 but w^th the epithets 
of a raOi, turbulent, and feditious young man « while Ofta- 
vianus endeavoured to inflame the refentment of the peo- 
ple againft Antony. Tfhe fenate was overjoyed at this di- 
vifion ; but Ajatony's guards, and the late diaator's frkfidss 
did not fairto remonftrate to him againft the dangerous 

fe Plut. Dio, Appian. ibid. 
Vol. XII. C conft- 
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confequences of their difagreement, alnd to exhort AnXoHf 
to be reconciled again to the fon of thjeir general. Antony- 
was no lefs dcfirous of deftroying the confpirators than were 
his foldiers and officers ; but he could not bear It (hould be 
owing to Oftavianus. He was afraid, that, under pretence 
of revenging Caefar's death, he might feize on the fovereiga 
power, after having ruined the republican party. This 
was the fecret motive that prompted him to oppofe 0£la- 
tianus, whom he beheld greatly beloved by the foldiery and 
people. 

However, as it would have been dangerous to difoblige- 
the officers and legionaries, who had followed him fince the 
diflator's death, he undertook to juftify his conduft in an 
harangue, which is reUtcd at length by Appian *, and un- 
ravels all the myfteries of his policy. The fpeech fatisfied 
his officers; yet they infifted on his being reconciled to 
OJlavianus, to whom, at their rcqueft, he had a fecond in- 
terview in the Capitol, which ended like the firft, in mutual 
engagements and prom ifes to affift each other; but not- 
withftanding their pretended' reconciliation, they parted juft 
ts fincere friends as they were before. 

Antony, to attach his colleague Cornelius Dolabella to 
Kis tntereft, and at the fame time to weaken the party of 
Ac cOnfpirators, perfuaded him to demand the government 
of Syria, which had been altetted by C^efar to Caffius, and 
the command of the army which the di£lator had defigned 
to lead againft the Partnians. The fathers, offended at 
fuch an unfeafonable demand, remonftrated to him, that 
it was an infult upon the memory of Cacfar, who had given 
that government to Caffius, and upon the fenate, which 
had, by a fpecial decree, confirmed all his ordinances. Do- 
labella, now wholly attached to Antony, anfwered, that 
Caffius had firft tranfgrefled the ordinances of Caefar ; and 
that a traitor, who had imbrued his hands in the blood of 
his friend and bcnefafikor, ought Hot to have any (hare in 
bis favours. As the fenate continued inflexible, the difpute 
was brought before the people, who readily granted the go- 
Temment of Syria to Dolabella, in hopes of feeing a fpeedy 
vengeance taken of the diftator's enemies. Antony, taking 
advantage of the prelent difpofition of the people, prevailed 
upon them, at the fame time, to confer on his brother 
Caiitts Antonius the' government of Macedon andlllyricum, 
which had been invefted in M. Brutus. By thefe promo- 
tions, Brutus and Caffius were deprived of their govern- 
meats ; but the fenate, who placed all their hopes In thefe 
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^aWdls, and wfere equally jealous of Oftariatlus and An- 
tony, procured other provinecs for them, namely^ Cyrene 
and Crete for CafBug, and Bithynia for Bruttis^. 

As the reconciliation of Antony and Odlavianus was 
forced, their pretended friendfhip was (hdrt-livcd. A ftJ^ jt m^uf 
days after they had mutually engaged, in the Capitol, to breach bi» 
aflift each other, Antony caufed fottie of his guards to be ''^^'^*'* ^'^'^ 
put under arreft, pretending; that they had been corrupted ^Q^^^f^ 
by Oflavianus to murder him. This wasj perhap^, a mere nus, 
jprctcnce to ralfe forces. Accordingly Antony fent orders ^^ ^^^ 
. \o his brother Caiufe, for whom he had procured the go- f^f^^ 
vernment of Macedon, to bring into Italy four of the legions 
that were quartered in that province. He flattered him- 
felf that Lepidus^ who wa^ now in Spain at the head of 
four le^ions^ and PlancuS, who commanded three more in 
Tranfalpine Gaul, would declare for him. Oftavianus, 
fearing to b6 furprifed and crufhed by his enemy, hafteried 
into Campania, where he collefted ten thoufand brave vetci- 
l^ns, who had ferved under Caefar, arid had been rewarded 
by him for their fervice With lands in that part of Italy. 
He likewife found means to corrupt and gain over two of 
Antonyms legions, the Martian and the fourth. 

Having tlius raifed an army, without being invefted l«rith 
a military title, or any m^giftrafcy which gave him right to 
command the forces of the republic, efpecially againft a con- 
rul,he marched immediatelv to Rome ; but thought it advife- 03a^a* 
able to halt at the temple of MarS, about two miles from .the ^^^ ""^''^l 
dty, till he obtained thfe coiifent of the people for his entry, anu^rolu 
Canutius, a tribune of the people, in an harangue to the body of 
multitud^i affured them, that young Oftavianus had no mtn^ 
other view in entering Rome with fo numerous a guard, 
but to proteft them and himfelf from the infults and dan- 
gerous attemptis of the cruel and ambitious cJonful. The 
populace, ever giddy and fliort-iighted, believed their tri^ 
bune, and fuffered 0(^avianus to enter the city with all 
his forces. Antony was then at Brundufium, whither he 
bad gdtie to appeaie a tumult^ which fome mutineers had 
raifed among the Macedonian legions ; but as he was hourly , 

cxpefted, both with his owii guards and the other legions, 
which had remained faithful to him^ nobody doubted that a 
civil war would foon be kindled within the wails of Rome. 
In this perftta6on> fome fided with Antony, others with 
OAavianos; but the moft difcerning among the fenators 
dedared forneither^ affe£ling to (land neuter, and in the 
mean time privately- itifiaming the heads of the parties 

k Dio, lib. xlv. Liv. lib* cxyii. Appian* lib. iii. p* s^^'^s^^' 
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againft each other, not without hopes of feeing them botk 
undone by their mutual hatred ^ (F). 

Antony having appeaftd the tumult, which had been 
raifed among his troops at Brundufium by the emiflaries of 
0£bavianus» and difcharged fuch of the officers as he dif- 
trufted, ordered his legions to march to Ariminum ; while 
he repaired to Rome, and entered it at the head of a thou- 
fand well-armed legionaries. Next day he left the city, 
and went to Alba, in hopes of regaining the two legions 
which had revolted fi»m him, and were quartered in that 
city ; but they (hutting the gates againil him, be haflened 
from thence to Tibur, where he had large ftores of am- 
munition and provifions, with a defign to drive Dccimus 
Brutus out of Cifalpine Gaul. At Tibur, he was joined 
by the tenth legion lately^ arrived from Macedon, by fe- 
veral fenators, and a great number of Roman knights, who 
came to offer him their fervice. Many veterans likewife, 
who had formerly ferved under him, flocked to him from 
all parts of Italy ; fo that he began his march towards Ari- 
minum, at the head of five legions, and a confiderable 
body of Roman knights. OiStavianus was, in the mean 
time, at Alba, with the two legions that had abandoned 
Antony, one of new-raifed foldiers, and two of fuch ve- 
terans as had ferved under his father. From this place he 
w£ote to the fenate, complaining of the inconftancy of 
fome members of that body, who, after the moft folemn 
proteftations of friendfliip to him, had abandoned his party, 
and joined that of his rival. At the fame time, he offered 
to march with all his forces againft Antony, as a commoa 
enemy. The fenate commended the young general's zeal» 
but adjourned all deliberations on fo weighty an affair, till 
the eie£lion of new confuls. The foldiers preffed him to 
affumc the title of propraetor, without waiting till the fe- 
nate or coofuls conferred it upon him, and, in that quality, 

Die. Vel. Paterc. ibid. Cic. in Epift. ad Attic. Sc 
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(F) Cicero, influenced by his 
hatred to Antony, fided with 
Oftavsanus, whom he had affil- 
ed with his advice ever fince 
hifi iiril arrival, in Italy, omit- 
ting no occafion to difcredit his 
rival Antony, both with the fc- 
liate aod people* M. Brutu«, 
who was Aill in the neighbour- 
hood of Rome, wrote fevcral 
letters to Cicero, wherein be 



complained of his condudl in 
very (harp terms, telling him, 
that, notwithftanding his boaft- 
ed love of liberty, he was fen- 
liblc he could endure a tyrant ; 
atid that it was man! fed, from 
hi« cowtingOftaviahus, that he 
did not intend; "Kberty for his 
country, bu^.abouiitif^lniaftc!: 
for hioifelf. 
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t» head them againft Antony* Odavianiis tnew, that oaa<via> 
fuch a ftcp would give great umbrage to the fetiate, whofe *»^'^ «/- 
favour he dcfigned to courts till he had got rid of Antony ; ^^fg'^'^^ 
and therefore he refufcd\the title which had been ofiered to ^^^ 
him by the Jegionaries (G). wwj. 

In the mean time Antony, from his camp at Ariminoniy 
difpatched a meflenger to Decimus Brutus, acquainting 
him with the decree of the people, which deprived him of 
the government of Cifalpine Gaul. To the decree of the Diomus 
people, Brutus oppofed that of the fenate, confirming all ^'•«'*/ r/- 
the ads of Caefar. After feveral mcffages and deputations, •^*^^,?* ''* 
Antony threatened to have him declared an enemy to the ^f^^, ^ 
republic, if, within a limited time, he did not reiign the Ci/k^ia^ 
government of a province^ which had been allotted to him Oaul, 
(Antony) by the Roman people. Brutus replied, that he 
had been appointed governor of Cifalpine Gaul by a decree 
of the fenate,' and would not quit his province, till thofe 
who had placed him in it recalled him. In confequencc of 
this refufal, the conful, breaking into the province at the 
head of a numerous army, made himfelf mailer of feveral 
cities, and laid fiege to Mutina, now Modena, whether ^^/^v^st^ 
Brutus had retired with a troop of gladiators, and three vatUsit, 
legions, two of which he had formerly commanded under J»^%' 
Caefar. The fiege of Mutina was looked upon by the fe- j^Jf^^ 
nate as a declaration of war ; but they poftponed deiiberat- *' 
ing on fo important a fubjefb, till the new confuls entered ' 
upon their office. Thefe were Caius Vibius Panfa, and 
Aulus Hirtius (H), who had both ferved under Caefar, and 
were great friends to Cicero. 

Immediately after this ele£Hon, they affembled the fe- 
nate ; and having difplayed, in a very pathetic fpeech, the 
evils with which the republic was threatened, they pro- 
pofed the two following queftioiis to the confideration of 
the confcript fathers, namely, what rewards the two le- 
gions deferved, that had abandoned Antony to fide with * 

(G) The confcript fathers, place in the fenate, and enabled 

deceived by his feeming mo- him to hold the cotifulate tea 

delly, conferred on him that years fooner than was allowed 

very title which he had lately by law (i). 

refufed ; at the motion of Ci» (H) Hirtius was the author 

cero, defirous of having a of that hiftory of the Alexan- 

powerful prote£lor againil An- drian and African wars, which 

tpny, they ordered a f!atue to is annexed to Csfar's Commen* 

be ere6led to him, gave him, a taries. 

(t) Appian. Dlo, Pint. ibid. & Cic. paffiiq. in £pi$. & Philip- 
f icji i. fc iu 
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0£lav{anu8 ? and what expedienu tliejr judged prdper t« 
be tak^n^ in order to hfmg Antony Co renounce his preten*c 
Cons to the province of Cifalpine Gaul ? It vaa unimi<i 
xnouily refolved, that ti^e two legipiw fliPDld be rewarded ii 
and the confuls were impowerea to CQnfef on tbein* wbat 
gratifications they ihould think proper, Some were of opi- 
nion, that a deputation ihould oe fent to Antony, entreat^ 
ing him, in the name of the fenate^ tq mfe ^e fiege of 
Mutina, and abandon that proyiacjs : but Cicero, to % 
fpeech which ha$ reached U9i wider the title of his fifth 
Philippic, {hewed it was bejne^tjk (he dignity of the Ro"! 
man people, to treat with a revolted citizen \ aod that ae« 
gotiations would only eiva him lime to ftrengthen him*? 
f^lf in the province he liad ufi*rped : he was iberefore of 
opinion, that war (bould be pro^aimed agaioft him, as ^ 
common enemy (I). After wairm debatef» which lafted 
three days, Ciceroj who bore great fw^ in the fenate^ 
prevailed upon th« confcript fatbu'S to pata a decree, com* 
manding Antony to raife the fifige qf Mutioa inftantly^ to 
qui{: the province of CifalpiiM GmAt and oaarching hi^ 
troopa over the SLubiconi which ji^r^ed Qaul from Italy* to, 
wait on the banks of that river f^r larther commands fron^ 
the ienati^ Ail ih^ injiin£tio«9 he wa« commanded tq 
fulfil, upon pain of being deetorad an enemy to bis couut 
try. Bat AnDOMyt wbo had a numeroiie aimy under hit 
command* and could oot perfuade himfelf that Odavtanu^ 
would employ bis forces agamft him» in favour of one of 
the cQnfpirato.r$» paid np manner of relpeA either to the 
deputies of the fenate, who were fent to acquaint hio^ 
with the decree, or to tbe 4eci>ee itfelf- For this contu- 
macy Antony was» at tfa/e motion of Cicenoi declared an 
enf my to his co«mtry ; whil$ the two confuls were or- 
dered ^ raife troops, a*^ inarch to the relief of firueus» 
who wss clofely befieged in Mutina* At the fame time, 
(Xlavianus was co.mmandied by the fenaite to join his forces 
to thofe of the confuls, and to aft in concert with them 
^ainft the common enemy : he was invefted with a power 
^qual to that of the confuls ; and jt was decreed, that the 
yeterans, who ferved under him> ihould be r^arded with 



. (I) His fpeech v^as filled 
with bitter inve<2ivc8 againft 
Antony, and the higheft com- 
mendations of Octavianu^ ; 
^hich feem to confirm the opi- 
Riojj ^' Brqtu5, tl^at Cicer-Q 



did not, ijx fiding with young 
Caeftr^ intend to deliver hi^ 
country from tyranny, but tq 
procure a boui^tiful roafler tq 
Iximfclf. 

lands^ 
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Httds, as foon ay the war was ended, befide^ ah ezemptlon 
firjom all fttttijfc femce ». 

White tlte t#o confals were railing troops, news were Yr. of PL* 
broilgfet to Romfi of the death of C. Trebonius, who, by a aji? . 
4ccrce of the ftnate, had been fent into Afia in quality of Ante Chr. 
proconftil. TTie manner 6f his death is thusi-elatcd by Ci- ^ c^*-,,^ 
ocro; Dolabcila having obtained the government of Syria, ' 
repa?re4 thither ; bnt on hv^ a^rrlval found Trcbonius in pof- c. Tr/A». 
fcflton of fevcral cities, which he had feized as lieutenant musmur- 
to Brutus, ivho had been firft appointed goycrnpr of that '^'^^^M 
province. As Dolabella was not in a condition to difpoffcfs ^^gjL? 
him by force of the places be held, he invited him to an in- ^* ^ 
tcrview, in which it was agreed that they fliould abftain 
from boftilities and live in amity and friendihip; for Dola^ 
Bella pretended now, as formerly, to be in his heart a 
friend and well-wifcer to flnitus and bis followers. Trebo- 
nios relying on the promifes of Dolabella, continued quietly 
at Smyrna, as in the rrioft peaceable times; but his trear 
chcrous riril ftkrprifed the city in the night, and haying 
taken Trebonius nrilpner, delivered him up to Samiariu8> ^ 
Jloman e^Ie ; wno, after having made him fuffer the moflt 
CKquifite torments which rage andpfuelty could invent, caus- 
ed his head to be cut ofF^ and ](^i8 body to be dragged through 
the ftrcets of Smyrna, artd then thrown into the fea. His 
head was carried on the point of a fpear through the city, 
and afterwards placed oppofitc to the tribunal, where he 
ufcd to adminirfer juftice. From thence it was taken dowa 
by the foldiers, who being incenfed againft Trebonius, a& 
one of the afiaffins of Vxfzr. treated his remains with 
* the greatcft indignities ■ (K). Thus was Trebonius facrificed 
to the manes of Cxfar. He was one of the diftator's chief 
favourites, and had been raifed by him to the confulateforthe 
three laft months of the year 708; He had been, two years 
before, trufted with the government of Hither Spain^ 
whither he had been fent to ftop the progrefs of the fons ot 
Pompey ; and fervcd the dif^tor with great fidelity, till he 
began openly to afpire at the fovereign power. 

When the news of his death, and foon after the ^mains 
of his mangled body, were brought to Rome, the fenate, 
highly provoked at the cruelty and treachery of Dolabella, 

» Cfe. PhitipfMC. v. fc Epift. ad Bmtum 15, JJv. lib. exviii. 
Veil. PatercuK lib. ii. cap. Si. Suet, in O6hivio. Plot, in Antonio. 
Appiaa. lib. lii. p. 359, 360. Pio, lib. xWi. jv 310* • Qc» 

l^hilippica xi. 

(R) Appian, Dio Caffius, this affiur iii a difertnt ipaae 
f^id yelleiu9 Fatercqliiii relate ner« 
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Pclabfila declared him, at the motion of Cicero, a rebel» and enemy 
' declared an to his country. At the fame time they decreed, ths^t Brutua 
gnemy to fliould have the government of Macedon and Illyricum, and 
^// cQ»ntrj^ ^^ command of the forces in thofe provinces ; that he might* 
make ufe of the fleet which Apyleius had, by Caefar's or- 
ders, prepared, together with all the provifions,^ militaxy. 
{lores, and money, to the amount of feven tboufand talents^ 
which Csefar had lodged in the city of Demetrias, and de* 
(igned for his Parthian expedition ; that Cafiius fliould take 
upon him the governnient of Syria, and the charge of mak- 
t ing war upon Dolabella, in order to revenge the death of 

Trebonius; andlaftly, that all governors and commanders 
of forces belonging to the republic ihould receive orders 
from thefe two generals "*, 
4ntony en- Antony, informed of the extraordinary ftep taken by the 
eieavounto (enate, fei?:ed this opportunity to. raife fufpicions and jea- 
^ms ^!d' }^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ minds of the conful Hirtius and young OGtz-m 
oaavia- vianus againft the confcript fathers. He wrote a letter to 
puif them in common, reminding them of the favours they had 

received at the di£lator'p b^^^ds^ upbraiding them with in-v 
gratitude, for bafely betraying the caufe of their benefa£lor 
to embrace that of bis murderers, and difcbdng the fecre^ 
defigiis of the fenate, whicb were to qiake them thcinftru- 
ments of each other's ruin. Thefe remonftrances made s^ 
deep impreffion on Q^avianu?, and inclined \i\m to a re- 
tonciliation with his rival ; but as be apprehended, that i£ 
be joined Antony, that general would pretend to be the ac« 
fcnowleged head of the party, he flill purfued his former 
ftieafures, \vhich were to court the favour of the fenate till 
he fhould have effis<3^ed the ruin of fo powerful and formid- 
able a rival. Purfuant to this fcheme, he not only pretended 
to be unacquainted with the private views of the confcript 
fathers, but to give proof of his deference to the confuls, 
furrendered to Hirtius the legion of Marg, and the fourth,( 
which had quitted Antony's party, and which, by a fecret 
prder fron:>thefena«t?,he was required to deliver to theconful. 
JJiriiujiltnd He moreovpr joined the remainder of his forces to thpfe 
pHa'via- of Hirtius, and marched with biin into Cifalpine Gaul to 
Vo\hiVlief ^^^ relief of DecimMS Brutus, while Panfa, the other conful, 
9fD. Bru' continued in Italy to make frefli levies. Hirtius and Ofla- 
tut. ' yiaiius took IBonohiaand ieveral other cities which Antony 
jiiad feized, apd tber^ advancing to tjie, neighbourhood of 
Mutina, pncamped at a fmall diftance from Antony's lines, 
yvifh a defign to cut off his communication with the neigh-- 

P pic. ^d Familiar, lib. nil. cpift. 7. & Philippic, xi. Veil. Patcrcul. 
lib. ij. Q3ip. ^9« Appian. Hb. \ti, p. 5^1, & lib. iv» p. 6t4, Dio, lib, 
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bearing counbry, and force him, for want of provlfions, to- Ventldius 
•raife the fiege. In the mean time P. Ventidius, a foldier raijis 
of fortune, . who had ferved under Caefar, and was a parti- ^^^Jn^^ 
ciilar friend to Antony^ quitting Rome, where Cicero go-' ^ff 
verned with an abfolute fway, vifited all the colonies which 
Casfar had lately eftabhihed in Italy^ as he was well liinown* 
for his valour, and greatly beloved by the foldiery, he raifed 
in a fhort time two, legions, confiding of veterans, with si 
defign to join Antony. But firft he directed fome of theni 
to enter Rome privately, and feize upon Cicero, who was 
daily ini^eighing againft Antony, and employed in raifing 
money, at the expence of Antony's friends, to pay the troops 
of Odavianus andxhe confuls. The orator, having timely 
notice of his defign, abandoned the city with feveral other 
fenators, and concealed himfelf in the country. Ventidius 
finding his defign had taken air, marched haftily towards 
Mutina \ but all the paflTea being feized by Hirtius and Oc- 
tavianus, he was obliged to retire into Ficenum, where he 
raifed another legimi, keeping his troops in readinefs to 
march on the firft opportunity that fliould offer of ferving' 
his friend and party ^. 

In the mean time Panfa, having raifed four legions inpanfafiti 
Rome, left the city, and taking his route towards Cifalpine out for Cif» 
Gaul^ arrived at Bononia. As the country between that city ^P^"^ 
and Mutina was full of woods and marflics, Hirtius and 
0£lavianus, upon the news of his approach, detached the 
legion of Mar5, which confided wholly of veterans, with 
their guards, or praetorian cohorts, under the command of 
Carfuleius, to cover his march. On the other hand Antony 
fent out, in the night-time, his two bed legions, the fecond 
and thirty-third, with orders to conceal themfelves among 
the rufiies of a large morafs, which lay oq each fide of the 
^milian way, through which the conful Panfa was to 
march. Carfuleius joined the confular army with his de- 
tachment before they reached the morafs, and was march- 
ing in the van at the head of the legion of Mars, and the 
guards of Hirtius and O^vianus, when, upon entering the 
caufeway, which led acrofs the marfh, he obfeived fome 
armed men lying among the ruflies. Neverthelefs he ad- 
vanced boldly ; but had not proceeded far before he faw 
himielf inveded by Antony's two legions, who, darting 
iip frqm among the reeds and ruihes, fell upon him with 
great fury. At the fame time Antony appeared in perfon Antony aU 
9t the head of his cavalry in the neighbouring plain. The tacks tht 
(onful Panfa, heading two of his legions, ]:^aftened to the (onful 

Pattfa^ 

f ^j)pian, 6i0| Yell* Plitwiil« ibid, Cic» Philippic* xi. 
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^^dance of the Icgiofi (^ Mfir9> wbkh was engafrif urieh 
, two of Antony's legions \ but ebefe brave veterans rsfufing 
to admit the confora raw ^ad undificifriined levies inti> tfoetr 
, ranksy for fear tbey ih<>iild rather iftcomber than relieve 
theniy the conful^ paffing the moraisy marcbed in good 
order into the plain^ to prevent Antony from affifiing hi» le* 
gions and guarda on the eattfewaf^ wb^n both parties 
fpught with ttncommon fary* 

Antony's two legions wei« determiimt to fenrenge tfoem-^ 

felves oU the Martin l^M for bating ^ abandoned their 

party \ and tihe Martian JfSgion was refidlved to maintain that 

honour and reputati^A.wbUh tlie^r hadgatQcd in many bat* 

JHfiimrp ties onder Caefar. Tb9S- the etlgs^BjnciBt becani^ a quarrel 

0^^g^ between the fpldiers ; aod never did'tfogps figbt with mom 

***^* rage and cmulatiop* M theif oun^bers were pvetty eqnayy 

j&ntony's two legions being fupported by bis guards, an^' 

t.b^ Martian tegtOi^ by tiii^iu^ and O^avianos^ the battle 

lafted from moraing to nighty witb^^ut any confi&rabk ad<«^ 

vaptage on either fide. 0£bav}antia*s. gdwils were akpoft 

cut in pieces, biltthofe of UirtittSy ;S^r Ikanng madea^ 

dreadful itaughter of the enemy, obliged Afitof^s fecofid 

legion to give grc^ulricig h^l tHef retteaied in gMd <^ri£kr. 

I'he Martian kgppn and Amony's dbirty- third fougbt 4fhe 

. wbole deiyy driving epeb other itt tbeir tuf« hom the c»Kfe* 

way inta the morafsi till Carfaleiiis ixsm' e^ his men ti^ 

xelijsTis the confol Panf^, .wh6 wa» eaga^d with Antorvy i)V 

the plain, and heonaaed in by bis cavalry. B^t as thefele* 

gipnarics were much £atigned after {o famg and obftinafe an 

engagement, before tbey peached the plain the eon^ful w;)^ 

mortally wounded, and. hts traops were pot to flights l\>r<i- 

quatns, qustftor of Xhs: eonfolaf army, bad, dwring the bat^ 

tlQ, formed a kindof camp^, toferve a^ anafylum fef his 

party, in ca|e of any mmfortune. Tbitber the coAfor^ le^ 

gions retired, carrying. with tfaem their generate who w^s^ 

Jht9fy pierced thr€Kigh the body with a jaTeiin. Antony |>ur(ue# 

frevaiU' tbepfi^ not doilbting that be fhouid eafily iotce their iri-e 

*^/i/ trenchments^ which were aot yet completed; but the coti* 

^^^. fular legions, tHo«gb eonfifting of raw foldiers, who had 

been juft defeated in the plain, made fo vigorous a refift* 

ance, that AntPHy* fearii^ Hirtius might attack him in the 

mean time, thought it adarifeabte to content bimfelf with 

the advantage he bad gained^ and return to hi$ camp before 

Mntina^ 

While his troops were marching back in diforder, Rittius 
luiexpefikedly af)peared at the head of twenty chofen co- 
bortSj and falling upon them before they could form their 
iranlfs, cut nifafly in pie^fcs. Jiowevcr, thofe veterans, tired 

a* 



f 

The Roman Hifiory. ^y 

H they were» mMc « ngorom refiftsince^ and being eflcw- 
rag^ )>y the ezftmple of their g«i|ieral, who eminently dii^- 
tingiiiflted hnnfetf on this occafion» flood their ground a 
confickrabb time; bui were $t laft entirely defeajted, znAbutisJe^ 
forced to feve thomfelir^ by flight crofe the marfbes on each f^f^^^ ^J 
fide the MmxWm Way. Hirtius^ who in tbi« adion dif- il'J^gff^^^ 
charged the duty of an experienced geneia}) and a valiant //^^ 
foidier, would not fufier hts men to purfue ihe fugitive^) 
for fear of an amhujcade, it boii]^ already dark, and tho 
country full of. woods and marihea. Antony pafled a me* 
lancholy night with part of his forces in a fmall . village 
called Forom Gallommi at prefent Caftel Franco, whence 
he returned greatly di^je^led to his camp before Mutina* His* 
cavalry rallied in the d»rkt and taking up their wounded 
behind theoi« reached their camp by midnight^ being quite 
eshaufted witji the f^ligue of two battles, and a march oi 
faty fur]oa|^» throiftgh woo^ and marihes. The Jofs on 
both fide» was pretty equ^l : in ibe firft battle Odatianus'a 
gi»rd9» wth a gu^t number of Panfa's legiooariest were 
ciU: ifi pieces \ but in the fecood Hirtius Im only a fmall 
liumber oi %9(^ni whereas the flaugHter of the enemy was 
very great *»• 

After the batde both armies returned to their refpefkive ^hihattU 
camps in the neigbbourhood of Motina* Antony refolved ^/^^^^ 
only to ddtend his Itoes* and in the mean time carry on the 
fiege. with .vigour. On the other bandt Hirtius and Oda- 
vianus, fearing the place, if not relieved^ might fooo be 
pUiged to capitulate, were determined to hazard another 
engagement : but as Antony kept clofe within his lines, the 
two generals refolved to make a bold attempt, in order to 
relieve the invefted city. Accordingly, leaving a fui&cient 
number of forces to guard their camp^ they marched wkh 
the reft clofe up to i&ton/a lines, with a defign to force 
them where they appeared weakeft, Antony immediately 
ordered out all hiis cavalry againft them ; but ^is horfe be* 
ing routed, ^ftef a flmrp engagement, by the enemy's le- 
gionaries, who had pofiefled them&fc^es of an eminence^ he 
ordered two legi6ns to advance, which were fo vigoroufly 
attacked by Hirtius, that they foon began to give ground, 
and retire in difordcr to their intrenchments. The con{\x\ ^fifcpnful 
purfued his advantage, and fufFering himfelf to be carried jS/'i*''""^ 
away by his courage and ardour, entered the lines with the ' ' * 
jfugitivesy and penetrated as far as the general's quarters, 
where he received a ^ow which laid him dead on the 

H Cic. Philippic, xiv. Suet. i« QSavi^. YfiU. PatercuL lib. ii. 
fap. ^u Pio, 4PPi^^ ihi4* 

ground.. 
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gnmiftl. And now, by the death of one of the confuls, and 
the abfence of the other, who had been conveyed to Bo- 
nonia after the itrft battle, in which be was mortally 
wounded, OdaTianns was left commander in chief of the 
whole army (K). Antony, weakened by tbefe loffes, and 
^^i^tkt fearing the event of a third batt)e,iratfiBd the fiege next day* 
/fj^t sf Not being in a condition to keep the (iekl, he retired to-* 
wards the Alps> and took the road to Tranfalpine GauU 
with a defign to join Lepidu9, Plancus, and Afinius PoUio^ 
who were in thofe provinces at the head of confiderable 
armies ^ 

Bnstiis, being thus delivered fi^om a long and trouble- 
feme iiege, was for fome time at a lofe how to behave to 
0£lavianas, who he knew bore him an irreconcileable ha- 
tred, notwithftanding the affiftance be had afibrded him 
agalnft Antony. By the advice of his friends, he difpatched 
a mefienger, inviting him to an interview on the banks of 
the Scahemnis, now the Panaro. 0£bavianiis received the 
mcfienger with great cc^dnefs, but agreed to bis propofal : 
this BnrtDS no fooner underftood, than he caufed the 
bridges on the river, which paited the two armies, to be 
broken down, and by a fecond meflage required, that the 
csoaferehce might be held in the preKnce of their troops, 
and with the river between them. Thefe, were nfot unfea- 
foaable precautions, it being well known that 0£tavianus 
had-vowed tbe deftrudion of all thofe who had been con- 
ormed in the death of his father* 

Odavianus having agreied to thefe conditions, he and 
Bnttus appeared on the oppodte banks of the river \ when 
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*** (K) According to fome wri- by the death of their leader, he 
ters, he mifbehaved in the for- retired in good orcler out of the 
mer battle? others affirm,; that enemy's camp into the neigh- 
he gave on tbi* occafion %na) bduring pkin, where the a6tioR 
fvaoh of an eztraonlinary coa- being renewed, he gained a 
nige, and condiu6led the adtion complete vi^ory, and oUiged 
with alt the prudence of an olt^ the enemy to leek for (helter be- 
and experienced commander: hibd theirintrenchments. Some 
for at the head of fome brave afcribe the whole glory of thi$ 
legionaries he refcued the body adion to D. Brutus, who fallying 
of the dead conful out of the out of the city, and falling upon 
cnemy*s hands, and one of hh the enemy's rear, while they 
iiandard-bearers being killed, he were engaged with Od^avianu's, 
carried the eagle him felf, fight- forced them to give ground, 
. ing like a private man in the and retreat with the utmoft con* 
Mi line; but, as he obferved fufion to their c^rop. 
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tlie latter thanked hkn in ia very obliging manner for his 
powerful affiftance^ and acknowleged hin^elf indebted to 
.bim for tbe liberty he. enjoyed. To this compliment 0£)aK 
vianus replied, that Brutus owed him no obligations^ finct 
he had relieved Mtttinai hot fOr his fake, but to chaftife the 
infolence of Antony, w:ho neverthelefa might one day be- 
come his friend ; whereas he Ihould ever maintain a mortal 
enmity to Brutus, and all thofe who. bad embrued their bands 
in the blood of his father. Brutiis^ piqued at this anfwer^ 
obferved, that fince Antony was already fufficiently bom<- 
^led, O^avianus had no farther bufinefs in the province o£ 
•Cifalpine GaUl, which had been confirmed to faimbyado- 
cree of the feaate, forbidding any other general to enter tt 
without his leave. Odavianus was offended at this decla- 
ration ^ but being apprifed that Brutus was fupported by the 
fenate, bethought it advifeable to ftiiie his refentment ; 
and, quitting the neighbourhood of Mutina, to return to 
Bononia, where he found the conful Vibius Panfa lying at 
the point of death« 

He no fooner heard of the arrival of 0£tavianus^ than he 
fent for him, and tenderly embracing him, fpoke to this ef- 
fect : <' I always loved your father ; and when he was ilain, Pauftts • 
t never laid afide the defire^ nor the hopes of revenging his lafimd<vk€ 
death, though fome prudential reafons, to which even you ^OSa-* 
have fubmitted, have tied my hands, and kept me in the party ^'<'**'* 
of the fenate. My death, juft at hand, deprives me of that 
comfort : however, before I expire, I will at leaft acquit 
myfelf towards the fon of what I was indebted to the father. 
Know then, that thd fenate both hates and fufpefls yon ; 
nothing has pleafed them more than to fee you at variance 
with Antony ; and they flatter themfelves with the hopes of 
finding you become the initruments of each other's ruin : 
if they have declared for you, it was only becaufe they 
thought you the leaft formidable. Thefe views they have 
confeiTed more than once to Hirtius and to me. The iriend- 
ihip with which C^efar once honoured me, obliges me to 
give fuch advice as I would follow on the lik^ occafion* 
Compromife your difFerenee with Antony ; for you have no 
other means of faving your life, and advancing your for- 
tune. My defign was not, as the fenate believed, to de- 
ftroy Antony, but Compel him to be reconciled with you, 
and afterwards to join our armies,, and in conjunftion pur- 
fue the murderers of our common benefaftor. I return your 
two legions, and would willingly furrender to you tbe refl 
of the army; but they do not entirely depend upon me: 
Uie commanders are moft of them the fpies of the fenate, 
who have private orders to obierveyour conduA. Suffer 
r * : nic> 
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Fanfa diis ^^i therefore, to put them' into the hand6 of Tbrquattis.^ 
9fhis The worde of the dfiitg oofiful made a deep impreffion oti 
wounds, .the mind of Ofbavianus^ and produced at length the famou3 
triumTtrate * (L). 

The fenate, «poii the newt of the adVAhtages gained over 
Antony by the generals of the republic^ decreiid fifty days 
fuppHcations to return thanks to the gods for the fucceftof 
the campaign. By the fame decree large fums were order- 
ed to be paid out of the public treafury to fuch of the tic-^ 
iorious legionaries as remained alive, and to the widbws and 
heirs of thofe who had died in the battle, or fince of their 
ne bodies wounds. The bodies of the two confuls were, by an order 
^ the con- from the fenate, conveyed to Rome, and with magnificence 
^^^Rome^^ interred in the Campus Martius, at the expence ot thepub^ 
mndhi'er^ lic ; an honour which bad been hitherto granted to none 
redwth but the moft eminent perfonages of the republic ^ 
fomp. The confcript fathers, conceiving Antony to be utterly 

ruined, began to flight 0£^avianus, for whom they believed 
they ihould have no farther occafion. He demanded a tri'« 
umph, which was refufed, and granted to Decimus Brutus^ 
though 0£iavianus had at leaft as juft a claim to that ho* 
nour as Brutus. Cicero was for granting him an ovatiotii 
but could not, with all his eloquence, prevail upon the fe^ 
ne fennti nate to confer on him even that mark of diftinfHon. Thejf 
^Jg^JiOc' heaped all forts of honours on Decimus ; andordered Tor* 
tavtanust quatus to deliver him the troops which the conful Panfa had 
commanded : they appointed him commander of all the 
forces in Cifalpine Gaul, charging him, without even men*^ 
tioning O&avianus, to purfue Antony, and treat him as a 
public enemy. All the temples of Rome were opened, and 
public prayers appointed for the fuccefs of his arms i as th^ 
fiege of Mutina bad been raifed on his birth*day, the fenatd 
decreed, that it fliottld be for ever deemed a lucky day, and 
as fuch marked in the fafti. At the fame time the confcript 
fathers, to mortify Ofiavianus, commanded, that a ftatii6 
fliould be raifed at the public expence to the memory of 

* AppiaB. Bell. Civil« lih 1114 . t Brutos ad €k. epift 6. IMoi 

lib. xlvi. Su£t« in Oftavio. 

(L) Oftavianus was fuipe6led and even condeihned to the tor- 
df having murdered both the ture, but {aved by the credit 
confuls J Hirtius with his own of his matter Odtavianus. ^ De- 
hand in the heat of the battle, cimus Brutus indeed wrote to 
and Panfa after it, by caufing Cicero in behalf of the phyfi* 
poifon to be poured into his cian^ whom he feems to have 
wound by Glyco» his phyiician. thought incapable of fo black a 
It is certain QlytQ was fei%ed« crimen 

Fontitt9 
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' J^OQ^QS Aq«ilsi) pii^ ^i the ccm^rMocs, who had been kill- 
ed in the battle of Muuna ; and that all the charges be had 
beea at, and tbeldflee he bft4 fuftamed during the war^ 
ihouid be redored te his heirs out, of the public treafare. 

So manf marl^ of diAindUba heaped upon the ccmfpira* 
tors left O&ayianu^ oo room to doubt of the difpofition <^ 
theienate. From that moment he refolved to follow the nxhre- 
iaft^vtce of Panfa^ and to be iiecomuled to Anton;;^ : with fiiws /• U 
this view he fent bkck to him a great nnmber of officers, who rtci^mciitd 
had been taken prifoners in the laft battle^ and among the '* *'*^ 
reft Decius, one of Antony's moVt intimate fricndsi after 
having) in ambiguous words^ figmfied his intention. Ven* 
tidius, as we fa^ve obfenred before, had raifed three legions 
for Antony, and was attempting to join him after the*jattk 
of Mutina. (Xtavianus overtook and furprifcd him with a 
fuperior force, and might eafily have defeated him ; but he 
fuiFered him to efcape, afeer having had a private conference 
with faim, wherein he charged him to teli Antony in his 
tiame, that he a<^ed as if he was ignorant of his true inter* 
eft. At the faine rime he opened himfelf without referve 
to Lepidus, Plancus, and Aunius PoUio, all oI<^ officers of 
the di^^tor, with whom he had always maintained a fecret 
coJTei^ndence. He affufcd them that the fenatC) entirely 
devoted to the afTaffins of his father, were refoived to de-> 
ftroy kirn ; that they ought not t^ expeA a more favourable! 
treatment ; that their common enemies ftudied only how to 
divkle, in order to crulh them the more cafily one after an- 
other ; tfiat for their own fafety they ought to unite their 
forces, and join in maintaining ^e party, and revenging the 
death of their IsH^e general* He added fome complaints of 
Antony ; but in fo artful a manner, that it was eafily feen 
he was not averfe to a reconciliation *• 

In the mean time Antony, prcfled by Brutus, endeavoured Aniviiy is 
to reach the Alps, with a defign to pafs thofe mountains, ^^J?**j^l* 
and join Lepidnss who commanded fcven legions inTranf- ^^^^j"' 
alpine Gaid, and who, he imagined, would fupport him, Urutui, 
in confidefation of the many kind offices he had done him , 
during his late confulihip, and in the di6):ator's life-time. 
Brutus, having thus driven him out of Italy, wrote to the 
(eaate, that he bad difperfed his army, and that Antony 
was (kolking among the Alps, where he could not avoid 
falling into his hands. The fenate, overjoyed at thefc 
tidings, exclaimed, that the republic had recovered its an- 
cient liberty, and appointed, as if Antony had been a£lu- 

« Cic. ad Attic, lib. i. cpift. 15* &ad Familiar, lib, x« epift. so* 
Pio, libe xlvi. Appian. lib« iit« 
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ally taken, ten comraiffioncrs to try him. They taltcd dt 
repealing all the laws which had been enadled by him during 
bis confulfliip, and even including in this repeal all the or- 
dinances of the diftator, in order to fettle the common* 
wealth on its ancient foundation. At the motion of Cicero 
a decree immediately pafled, confifcating all Antonyms ef- 
fefts, and thofe of his friends and adherents, with terrible 
menaces againfl: fuch as (hould conceal any part of his eftate. 

While Cicero, at the head of the fenate, thus vented his 
rage againft Antony, that genera! was ftruggling among 
the Alps with all the hardftiips and miferies that can be 
imagined. Brutus having obliged him to quit Italy, he at- 
tempted to pafs thofe mountains without his baggage, and 
the n*>ceflary provifions for fo long and painful a march : 
his followers were forced to feed firft upon the flefh of their 
horfes, and afterwards upon fuch wild fruits and roots as 
they could find in that mountainous country, and which no 
man had ever tafted before ; they were at laft fo pinched 
with hunger, that they devoured the bark of trees. Plu- 
tarch tells us, that in this extremity, Antony, though ac- 
cuftomed to luxury and eafe, exhibited an example of pa- 
tience to the whole army, and that in misfortune he could 
not be eafily diftinguifhed from a virtuous man. He fuf-» 
fered all hardfliips with the conftancy of a hero, and 
adopted fuch a fyftem of condu£):, that no one could have 
expcdted from a man wholly addi£);ed to pleafure. After 
all, he muft have periflied with his whole army, if Culeo, 
one of the lieutenants of Lepidus, who guarded the paffes, 
had performed his duty : but the venal commander fuffered 
himfelf to be bribed by Antony, and for a fum of money 
granted him a free paflage. 

Antony no fooner entered Gaul than he wrote to Lepi- 
dus, Plancus, and Afinius PoUio, on the fubjeft of their 
ancient friendfliip, and exhorting them to join him againflf 
the murderers of Caefar, their common enemies. Lepidus 
was furprifed at his arrival, and at a lofs how to behave in 
fo critical a conjun£bure. He was a man of an illuflrious 
family, but of a narrow mind, though unbounded ambition. 
He was afraid, that if he joined Antony, who was beloved 
by the troops, he might get the afcendant, and fcarce leave 
him the rank of a lieutenant in his own army. Upon this 
confuieration alone he rejefted Antony's propofals : for 
fince the fenate had declared that general an enemy to bis- 
country, he could not join him without drawing upon him-* 
felf a decree of the fame nature ; but he aflured him at the 
fame time that, whatever orders he received from the fe- 
nate, he would carefully avoid toming to an engagement, 

OK 
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%i hiolefting him. Afinius Pol]io» on the eontrany'i no 
fooner received Antony's letter, than he aflured him> that 
he ihould find him dways ready to concur in all bia mea- 
fures ; for he had been one of Csefar's particular friends, 
and bore an irreconcileable hatred to all thofe who had 
been concerned in his death • Plancufi maintained a fecret 
intelligence with both parties, and carefully avoided de- 
claring himfelf opeiily for either fide ^ till he faw which was 
likely to prevail.. 

Antony marched tip to the army of LepiduS, in the Antotiy en^ 
heighbourhood of which he hiarked out his camp, but with- cAmpitifat 
but fortifying it, as if they had been of the fame party and Ltpidus. 
intereft; He feiit immediately fome of his officers to him 
with a meflage, conjuring him, by Csefar's memory, to con- 
cur with him in revenging the death of their common be- 
nefaAor : but Marcus Juventlus Laterenfis, one of Lepidus^s 
tnoft intimate friends, and in his heart a zealous republican, 
laboured to difluade him from joining Antbny. To con- 
teal his attachment to the party of the confpirators, he art^ 
fully reprefented to Lepidus, that having feven legions un^* 
Att his command, he Was otle df the nioft powerful geiie- 
hils of the republic, ahd would ht of great weight, what 
fide foever he chofe \ but that, if he joined Antony, he 
would be obliged to fubmit to the ajuthdrity of fo haughty 
And imperious a commander, and Would make but a very 
{K)or figure. By this fuggeftidn the zealous republican 
ftrove to prevent a conjundion which he was convinced 
Hvould prove fatal to his country. Antony, who faw his 
ruin unavoidable, if Lepidus ihould be at length prevailed * 
upon to ad in concert with Decimus Brutus, refolved to 
put his'fortune on a defperate hazard. ' 

His hair was long and difordered, nor had he fliaved his Enters £#• 
beard fince his late defeat* In this condition, and with a P^^^*'{ 
mourning mantle flung over him, he went boldly into the ^^Turl^nt 
camp of Lepidus, and there harangued the foldiers, who habit, and 
had all ferved with him under Caefar. They were greatly moves the 
moved at his -habit, and more at his fpeech; and Lepidus P^^jof tht 
obferving their emotion, ordered the trumpets to found, fi"^^^^'* 
that be might be heard no longer. This expedient did not 
prevent the cdmpaffion of the foldiery, who fccrctly fent 
Clodius and Laelius difguifed in women's cloaths, advifing 
Antony to attack Lepidus, and afluring him^ that the 
greater part were difpofed to receive him with open arms, 
and even to difp&tch Lepidus, if he thought it neceflary. 
Antony would not fufier any violence to be offered to Lepi* 
dus ; but early, next morning, putting his troops in motion* 

Vol. XII. D he 
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ire paffcd the river Argentcus (M), which divided the t^tf 
armies. The foldlers of Lepidus no fooner faw him thaii 
they ran to receive him, and began to beat down the works, 
and level the ramparts. Antony entered the camp amidfi: 
the acclamations of the foldiery^and marched immediately 
to the general's quarters, whom he found afleep. We may 
eafily conceive the fiirprize of Lepidus at fight of Antony, 
no longer in the attire of a fuppliant, but furrounded by 
his guards, and attended by his own officers, and thofe of 
Lepidus^ He leaped out of his bed in the utmofl: confter- 
nation, and throwing himfelf at Antony's feet, offered him 
tha command of the army. Antony, though abfolute maf- 
ter of the perfon and army of Lepidus, tenderly embraced 
him, giving him the name of father, and even left him the 
title, and ail the badges of a general, though he alone per- 
formed the funAions of that office. Juventius Laterenfis 
was fo touched with the misfortunes which he forefaw this 
i^atal conjun£tion would bring upon his country, that while 
the gei^erals were embracing each other, he killed himfelf 
with his own fword ''. 

Afinius PoUio, who was encamped at a fmall diftance 
from Lepidus, followed his example, and joined Antony. 
Munatius Flancus, who had been hitherto wavering, and 
doubtful which fide to take, thought it now high time to 
declare himfelf : accordingly leaving his camp at the con«> 
flux of the Rhone and the Saone, where he had been trufted 
by the fenate with the charge of founding a colony (N), he 
led all the troops under his command to Antony, who was 
about the fame time joined by Ventidius, at the head of 
three legions. So that he, who a little before had fled be- 
fore Brutus, and abandoned Italy, found himfelf now in a 
condition to return thither with twenty-thrce legions, and 
above ten thoufand horfe. 

While this revolution, in the affairs of Antony, happen** 
ed ill Gaul, Oflavianus continued at Bononia with the 
fourth legion, that of Mars, and fome others, which had 
^ remained with him after the battle of Mutina. As the fenate 
had committed the whole management of the war againft 
Antony to Decimus Brutus, he concluded from thence, that 

w Appian. lib. iii. VelL Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 63. 



(M) This river, called by 
the ancients Argenteus, and 
by the moderns Argens, rifes 
near S. Maximin in Provence, 
and fails into the MediteiTa« 
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!&it confcript fathers intended to reduce him to the ilsit^of 
a private citizen : to defend himfelf from this blow, he re- 
folved to (land for the confulate, which office was become 
vacant by the death of Hirtius and Panfa ; but as he was Odanflam 
aware of the difficulties he (hould meet with in the purfuit ftt Mfes Ci* 
of that dignity from the fenators, who were for the mod ^'J'f'^^^- 
part attached to the caufc of Brutus and Cai&uSi he applied •^//^/'^^ 
himfelf to Cicero, with whofe vanity and ambition be was futM9i 
well acquainted ; and wrote a letter, difcovering his defign 
to that orator as to a bofom-friend, telling him, that he wad 
very defirous of having him for his colleague in the con- 
fulate, in order to be inftru£led by fo great a mafter in the 
rules and maxims that are requifite for the government of 
the commonwealth ; that, for his part, he only defired the . . 

name o^ conful to make him amends for the lofs of si 
triumph, which he thought his due ; but that all the power 
and authority ihould be left to Cicero. Thus cajoled by the 
artful flatteries of a raw youth, the old orator propofed in 
the fenate the deration of Odavianus to the confular dig- 
nity, as the only means of preventing him from being re- 
conciled with Antony. He added, that as Ocftavianus was 
very young, the fathers ought to appoint him fuch a col- 
league, as by his age and prudence might be capable of 
diredling his conduft. The fenators perceiving that he 
pointed out himfelf as the moft proper perfon to dc cbofen 
for Odavianus's colleague, could not help laughing aloud; 
and it was no fmall mortification to Cicero to fee his vanity 
at the fame time both expofed and difappointed ; for all the but is Hlf^ 
relations and adherents of the confpirators cried out with ttpfinud^c 
one voice, that to put Caefar's fon at the head of the repub- 
lic, was a meafure that would utterly deftroy the common- 
wealth *. 

0£lavianus, finding he could obtain nothing of the fenate (^Bavia^ 
by Cicero's means, refolved to defer no longer his reconci* «»^ « '*'• 
liation with Antony. He forthwith invited him back into ^"^'^'^'^ 
Italy, exhorting him to forget all private injuries, and con- ^'^^* - 
cur with him in humbling their common enemies. Antony, 
pleafed to find Oftavianus fo earneft for a reconciliation, 
readily confented, and began his march towards Italy, to 
put the finifliing ftroke to their accommodatfon. He led 
with him feventccn legions, and a thoufand horfe, having - 
left fix legions in Gaul under the command of Varius, on^ 
of his bottle-companions, who was nick-named (^otylox^ 
which fignifies a bottle. 

« Appian. Dio, ij^id. ^ 
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News of the junAion of Antony and' Le]>idu$ reacliln'g 
RomC) filled the city with confterpation. The fenate im"- 
mediately aflecnbled, and declared Lepidus an enemy to 
his country, and denouncing the fame cenfure on the le- 
gionaries of his army, who ihould not abandon him, and * 
return to their duty before the calends of September. The 
ftatue of Lepidus waa^ by order of the lenatCy thrown 
down, and thatof Juventius Laterenfis raifed in its room. 
As the fenate wad entirely ignorant of the' reconciliation 
between Odavianus and Antony, and the private treaty 
which by this time was concluded between them and Le« 
pidast they had recourfe to 06iavianus, and committed to 
him, m conjun£lion with Decimus Brutus, the manage- 
ment of the war againil Antony and Lepidus. O&avianual 
artfully returned the fenate thanks for the honour they 
had been pleafed to confer upon him, and began to raiie 
troops, and make the necefiary preparaticms for renewing; 
the war. 

When he faw bimfelf again at the head of an army, he 
threw off the malk. AfTembling his foldiers, he told them, 
that the fole view of the fenate was to deftroy all his fa- 
ther's friends, by fowing divifions among them^ and arm- 
ing them againft each other ; but that he, well apprifed of 
their wicked defigns, had entered into a confederacy with 
Antony and Lepidus, as the only means of procuring fafetT 
for themfelves, and for fo many brave men who had efpouF- 
ed their caufe : *< Do you believe (faid he) that thofe who 
have murdered my father, will fpare my life or your^s, if 
their party (hould prevail ? and prevail they muft, if we are 
divided among ourfelves. What fecurity can you have for 
thofe houfes, lands, and inheritances, which my father al- 
lotted you, if thofe men get into power, who approve of his^ 
death, and are for annulling all his ordinances ? You know 
I am not ambitious; for you have feen me refufe the prw- 
toriliip, which yourfelves ofFcred me-, but now I muft in- 
treat you, not for my own fake, but for your's> to concur 
with your votes and intereft in railing me to the confulate* 
I (hall be in a condition, when veiled with that dignity, to 
iecure to you the poffeffion of thofe benefices which my 
father beftowed upon you, and at the fame time to revenge 
his death with the deftruAion of thofe who endeavour to 
deftroy us." 

Thp foldiers received this propofal with great joy, and 
immediately appointed deputies to go to Rome, and demandi 
tjic confuipiip for their general, in the name of the legions. 
The fenate received the deputies with great civiUty ; but re- 

fufed! 
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fefed to comjily widi their requeft, alleging the jronth of 
', 06]:aTianufi, who ha4 not yet attained the age which the 

-laws required in a conful. The deputies, who bad been 
I previoufly well inftrudled, brought fevejral iiiftances of per* 

fons who had been rarfed to the confular dignity without 
any regard to their age, fuch as Rullus, Decius, Corvinus, 
the two Scipios, Pompey, and Dol^bella^ which laft had 
been but very lately honoured with the confulate^ thongh 
nearly of the fame age with 0£bvianus* Thefe precedents 
were of no weight with the fathers ; they therefore, without' 
calling any reflexions on Oftavianus, or declaring their real 
motives, endeavoured, under divers pretences, to elude the 
requeft of the legionaries ; when one of thofe armed ami- 
I 4>aflador8, named Cornelius, laying his hand on his fword, 

! ** If you will not make him conful (faid he) this (haH.** ' 

{ Having thus fpoken, he left the fenate with his companions* > 

I and they returned to give their general an' account of the 

failure of their negotiation. 

The foldiers, pfovoked at this refufal, prefied OAavianus 
to lead them to Rome, faying that he, as heir to Csefar, 
had a right to difpofe of the confulate. The ambitious yottth oaaw^^ 
ialdcig advantage of the prefent difpofition of the foldiery, mksmmth-^ 
marcbed immediately towards Rome with eight legions. ** '••w* 
He paCed the Rubicon, and dividing his army into two bo- ^^"^^ 
dies, advanced with one by long marches towards the ca- 
pital, in order to furprife his enemies, while the other fol- 
lowed at leifure. The unexpefted news of Oflavianus's 
approach filled the city with dread and confidoo* Several .^ v % , 
fenators, among the reft Cicero, withdrew into the couhry : , • 
thofe who remained, aifembled in bafte, and came to the 
following refolutions : that the money, which the fenate F^ohfhmt 
liad promi^d to the two legions,the fourth, and that of Mars, '^'^ h 
fliould be immediately fent to them 5 that the fame fum ^y^*»^'« 
fliouldbe promiiid in the name of the republic to the other 
legions under the command of 06lavi^nus ; and tha£ he^ 
though abfeht, fhould be allowed to ftand for the confulate. 
Deputies were immediately difpatched to acquaint him with 
thefe refolutions^ They were fcarce gone, when the fa- 
thers, reflefting coolly on their behaviour, began to be 
afhamed of their pufillanimity in thus fubmitting to a boy^ 
and giving way to the infolence of the foldiery. At th^ 
fame time two legions, who had been in Africa^ arrived. at 
the gates of Rome. Thefe the fenate looked upon as a re« 
inforcement fent them by the gods, and refolved with them^ 
and a legion which Vibius Panfa had pofted to guard the 
city, to put ihemfelves in a pofture of defence. ' Two prac^ 
tors, Quintus Gallius LupercuS) and Marcus Cornutus, bad 
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governed the city, and fupplied the want of confuls finett 
the death of Hirtius and Panfa. The former was inclined 
to the party of 0£lavianus, and therefore continued inac-* 
tive; but thelatter» who was a ^sealous republican, and an 
avowed friend to Brutus and his followers, left nothing un- 
tried to encourage the fathers, and infpire them with refo- 
lutions becoming the rank they held in the republic. He 
commanded all the citizens, who were fit to bear arms, to 
appear on the ramparts, placed guards in all the avenues to 
the city, and detached a good number of cohorts to garrifon 
the Janiculum, whither the public money had been con-^ 
Jireyed. 

In the mean time Octavianus approached, and pofting 
himfelf on the Quirinal, then without the walls, fent emi^ 
faries into the city, aiTuring the people, that their lives and 
. OSayia' eftates were fafe. Thus encouraged, they flocked out in 
*"' "J't ^'^^^^ *^ behold their friends and relations, who fervcd un- 
^R9m with derOftavianus, carrying them refrefhments, and freely con^ 
hud accla- verfing with them. Many of the fenators, and the chief 
.matiof. nobility, went forth to pay their compliments to the young 
general, who, finding the people generally inclined to fa- 
vour him, entered the city next day amidft the loud accla* 
mations of the multitude. He was met by his mother and 
fitters, who had concealed themfelves among the Veftalst 
and accojnnpanled by them, and a numberlefs crowd to his 
houfe, whither all the nobility flocked to pay him their re- 
fpeas(O). 
IsJHmdltjf Next day the three legions, that were in the city, joined 
Hft ttgiMf Odavianus, who now ordered bis troops to march into 
im t0i citj4 Hqjp^^ and encamp in the field of Mars. From thence he 
fent a detachment to feize on the Janiculum, and the public 
money, out of which he immediately paid two thoufand five 
hundred drachmas to each foldier under his command. The 

(O) Cicero, who had return- CaiEus ; and befides, he had 

ed to the city upon the arrival been told by feme of his emift 

pt the xvfo African legiops, wag faries, that the orator, in the 

one of the lad who came to pay fpeech ^yhich be made to the 

Jiim his refpcdts, O^^avianujj fathers, whep he demanded the 

rcccivpd Jiim coldly ; nudwh^n corifulatc for hirn, had ufed a 

the orator congratulated him on very odd and equivocal expref- 

his return to the ciry, '♦ You fipn : *• Egregius ifte juvcnis, 

are the la ft of my enemies (nn- (faid he,) laudandus, honor* 

fwered Odtaviahus with an ill- andus, & tollendus eft ;*' that is, 

Batured fneer) who have ho- *• That brave youth ought to 

noured me with a vifit.'* He be praifcd and honoured ;'* but 

knew, that Cicero was entirely «s to the laft word, it fignifies 

in i):\t J|itcr^ft of Brutus aivd equally to ^^i^<7;2iyi and to cx^/^ 
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jM^tor Quintus Gallius fummoned the people to meet in the 
Campus Martins, in order to proceed to the election of nevir 
^onfuls; while his colleague Marcus Com ut us, forcfeeing ^ 

the evil confequeiKce that miift inevitably attend the pro- 
motion of Oftavianas, gave wp the republic for loft, and 
fcorning to fubmit to the yoke of his fellow-citIzen> laid 
violent hands on bimfelf. 

On the day appointed for the •eleftion, Ofiayianus with- 
drew from the city, that the comitia might enjoy fame ap* 
pearance of liberty* When the people met, they unani« Yr. of p. 
moufly declared Odavianus firft conful, and appointed A*tVchr 
Quintus Padius, one of his relations, and a legate of the -5; 
dilator, for his colleague. Upon the news of bis eledion U- C. '711. 
0£iavianu3 returned to the city, where, as he was facri- ■ 

Being, according to cuftom, fi«, as fomc fty, twelve vul- Offanna- 
turs are faid to have been fecn, the fame number that ap* **V^A* 
peared to the founder of Rome. Hence he concluded, that ^^"^ * 
ne (hould one day be invefted with the fame power and au^ 
thority as Romulus (P). We (hall now briefly relate what 

(P) This year is reckoned by 
xnoft of the ancient hiibrians, 
and modern chronologers, the 
firft of the long reign of OAa- 
vianus, known afterwards by 
the name of Auguftus. How- 
ever, iiis authority was not yet 
either full or peaceable, but for 
feme time divided with Antony 
^nd Lepidus, and warmly dil- 
puted by thje republican party^ 
both \n the Eaft and Weft. Livy 
lays, that Qdavianus was but 
nineteen years old, when he \vas 
created conful {2) : but Sueto- 
' nius writes more freely, that 
he ufurped the confulfhip in the 
twentieth year of his age (3)^ 
Plutarch tells us, out of Odtavl^ 



anus's own commentaries, that 
he was fcarce twenty years old, 
when he was honoute^ with the 
confular dignity (4).. He was 
(declared confMl, fays Velleius 
Patcrculus (5), the ,day before 
be was twenty years old,, on thp 

(») Liv. lib. cxix. (3) Suet, in 06lavio, cap. 16. (4) Pint. 
In Briito. (5) Veil. Patercul' lib. ii. (6.) Suet. ibid. cap. 31, 

^7) Macrob. lib. i. Saturnal. cap. za. (S) Dio, lib« Ivi.p. 590. 

(q) Tacit, lib. i. Annal* cap. 9* 
■ P4 paffc4 



tenth of the calends ojf 06bber^ 
But Velleius w^s certainly mif- 
taken, for there wanted a whole 
month and five days to^be com- 
pletin|;of thetwefitieth year of 
06tavianu{(' age ; neither did he 
obtain the confulate in the 
month of September, in which 
he was bom, but in thatof Sex- 
tilis, which was thence called 
Augiiftus, as is manifeft both 
from Suetonius (6), and the de- 
cree of the fenate, which is to 
be feen in Macrobius (7). Dio 
obferves, that on the nine- 
teenth of Auguft he was made 
conful for the firft time, and 
that he died ^n the fame day 
J[8) ; and Tacitus tells us, tha|t 
the fuperftitious multitude after 
Auguftus's death admired the 
ftrange events of his fortune;, 
" That the laft day of his life; 
and the firft of his reign, were 
the fame (9)^ &c..** 
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paflcd in the Eaft» (during this period of time from the deaUi 
of the dilatory to the fintconfuUhip of Odavianusi which 
he obtained in the twentieth year ot his age. 

Bruttts and Caffius having left Rome to efcape the furf 
df the populace, immediately after the death of Caefary rCi- 
tired fi/ft to Antium, with a defign to return to the city^ 
as foon as the rage of the unfettled multitude ihould abate. 
But AntDiiy raifing daily ne^ difturbanpesf, they wrote to 
their friendS) that fince it was not fafe for them fo refume 
the functions of their office in the city, they ivere deter- 
*mined to fpend the reft of the year in Italy as private citir> 
zens ; a refolutipn which the fenate, who favoured them 
privately, no fooner underftood, than they committed to 
them the care of fupplying the city with corn, which Bru* 
tus was appointed to fend QUt of Afia^ and Caffius out of 
Sicily r. The defign of the fenate in (:harging them with 
fuch a commiQion was, to afford theni an opportunity of 
afiembling fleets, and privately engaging the governors of 
thofe provinces, in their caufe. In the mean time Odavia** 
i^us arriving from Apollonia at Rome, the city began to be 
divided into two faftions, forae adhering to him, others tQ 
Antony, and the legionaries, without any regard for their 
country, publicly felling themfelves to the higheft bidder. 
In confequence of tliefe events, Brutus and Caffius refolved 
to pafs into Greece, and from thence into the eaftern pro- ^ 
vinces, where they hoped to gain over the numerous legion^ 
that were difperfed about thofe countries, 

Brutus, croffing Lucania, repaired to Elea, and embarked 
for Athens, where he was received with all poffible demon-* 
(trations of efteem ; and here in a few days he was joined 
by Caflius. The Athenians, who ftill retained their an- 
cient ideas of government, extolled them as heroes and pa- 
triots, and by a public decree erefted their ftatues over- 
againft thofe of Harmodius and Ariftogiton, who had, 
about five hundred years before this period, delivered theiv 
country from flattery by the death of the tyrant Hipparchus* 
At Athens Brutus found Marcus, the fon of Cicero, at his( 
ftudies, and feveral other young noblemen of Rpmc, whom 
he foon brought over to his intereft. Notwithftanding 
thefe public clcmonftrations of honciiifr and efteem, Brutu^ 
feemed to have laid afide all thoughts of public bufinefs, 
that he might be wholly at leifure for the ftudy of philofo-^ 
phy. He lived privately with one who had been formerly 
hi/ gyelt, and conftantly attended the lefturcs of Theom- 
tieftus the Academic, and Cratippus the Peripatetic, as if 

Tf Appian. lib. lij. p. ^jo. Cic. ad Attic^, lib«xy. epift. 9, ii, ix. 

• " ^ .. *' " 'he 
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%e Intended to pafe the remainder of his life in qmet vadL 
retirement ; but all the while he Mr^s fecretly ma)cing pre**, 
parations for war. 

He fent one of his partifans, called Heroftrates, into Ma« 
eedon, to found the Roman troops quartered in that pro- 
vince. Hcroftrates difcharged his truft with no lefs fidelity 
th;in addrefs 5 for he either found the Macedonian troops 
ready to fide with Brutus, or dexteroufly prevailed upon 
them to eipoufe his caufe. Bruttis, thus encouraged, be- Raifii 
gan to a£b openly, and raife troops in ail the cities of troops, aad 
iSrecce, whither many Romans had retired, difiatisfied prepares 
rrith the prefent fitnation of affairs at home ( 6). f^ '**^* 

It was no fooner known that Brutus was ramng forces^ 
fhan he was joined by the remains of Pompey's army, who^ 
4!ver fince the defeat of their general, had wandered about 
TheflTaly. With thefe he obliged Cinna to deliver up five 
hundred horf^, on their march to Dolabella in Afia ; and 

F3ung Cicero gained over to him an entire legion, which 
ifo defigned to convey to Marc Antony in Italy. 
Embarking with a ftrong detachment for Demetrias, he Seixts en 
there feized a prodigious quantity of arms, which had been themaga" 
formerly- depofited in that city by Csefar for his Parthian ^"^, 
expedition. Macedon was then go#med by Hortenfius, *^^uu* y. 
the fi:>n of the famous orator, who was Cicero's rival in elo- 
quence. He declaredi without hefitation, for Brutus ; and 
before the arrival of Caius Antonius, who was appointed 
to fucceed him, he refigned to Marcus both his province Joined hp 
ai}d his troops. Brt^tus, being now at the head of a pow- ^^^ troops 
erfal army, and mailer of Greece and Macedon, all the "*J**^* 
petty ktng§ and princes around flocked to join him, and "* 
pfler him their fervice *. • 

Caius, the brother of Antony, having crofled the Adrian* 
tic to join Gabienus, or, as others call him, Vatinius, who 
commsinded three legions in Dyrrachium and ApoUonia, 
Brutus refolved to be beforehand with him. Accordingly, 
he put his troops in motion \ aqd his march, though through 
rugged places, and a deep fnow, was fo expeditious, that 
he left thofe who were to bring his provifions a long way 

s Cic. lib. v« IX. X. & xii* Epift. Famil. H Philippic, xi. PSut in 
Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 66S, & feq. Dio, lib. xlvii. p. 339, 6^ 
ifeq. Vdl. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. (^t, $ feq. 

( QJi Being informed that Afia, was to touch at Caiyftus, 
fhc quacftor Vetus Ahtiftius, his a city of Eubbea, he went thi-r 
particular friend, who had been ther to meet him, and eafily 
charged with the care of con- perfuaded him to deliver up 
ycym^ to Rome the tribute? of great part of the treafure, 

behind, 
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bebmd* When he approached Dyrrachiuin, he vas feize4 
Wftb a difteinper» which the Greeics call bulimia, that is, a 
violent hunger (R). As he grew very faint iFor. want of food, 
and none in the army could fupply him^ his attendants 
were forced to have rccourfc to the enemy. Advancing to 
the veiy, gates oi the city, they acquainted the centinels, 
who were there upon duty^ with the disorder of Brutusy 
and implored them to affift him* They weic touched with 
compaifion, and immediately flew to his relief with plent^p 
of provilions. firutus, on this occafiORi won fo much upon 
the afied:ions of thofe legionaries by his obliging behaviour^ 
that they joined him to a man, Gabinios hialfelf »ot 
excepted. Caius Antontus, receiving intelligence of what 
bad happened at Dyrrachiumi advanced with all poi&ble 
exp€ditk)n to ApoUonia, and fummoned all the foldierff^ 
who were quartered near that city, to join him there ; hut 
finding they went all over to Brutus, and fufpef^ing that 
the garrifon of ApoUoaia \were inclined to the fanoe party^ 
he abandoned that city, and haftened to Butbcotus, noW 
Butjronto^ on the Ionian Sea. Brutus clofely purfued him» 
and on his march cut in pieces three of the feven coliorts 
that attended him^ 

Upon this fuccef# Brvtus acquainted the fathfcrs with 
what he had done in Greece and Macedon. His letter wa^ 
read in the fenate by the conful Panfa, who was ftill in 
Rome, and a decree paiTed* appointing Brutus to govern 
Macedon, Illyricum, and all Greece, in quality of procon^^ 
fill *. By the fame decree, both he and Caffius were cm-^^ 
pow cred to n»ake ufe of the public money, and to rs^ife what 
fums they ihould think neceflary, m the provinces fubje£k 
to Rome. The kings and cities oi the £aft, in alliance 
with tl>e Roman people^ were at the fame time ordered to 
:leiKl them at) t6e affiftance in their power ^. 

In the mean time young Cicero> whom Brutus had de« 
tached with his. light-armed foot in purfuit of Caius Anto^ 
niudy overtook, and totally defeated him in the neigbbourr 
hood of Byllis^ or BuUis, a city of Illyricum, on the Adria* 
C.Atrtffnms^l^^ Cai US fled with his troops to a neighbouring mar(h» 
where he was forrounded by Brutus, without any poffible 
means of making his efcape. On this occaiion his own mei^ 

A Gc. Fhi)ip{^ic. X. Apoian. lib. ni. p. 567. Se lib. iv. p» 6»ft, 639, 
633. b Idcno. ibid. & Veil. Patercul. lib. iU 
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(R) The word bulimia is 
nompounded of the two Greek 
words, Sh<ij an 0^^ and Xi^o<, 
hunger^ and ilgnifies an ox-like 
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^eliTered liim up to Brutus, who had now eight legions 
under his command, a numerous body of horfe, aud a great 
many archers and fiingers, with feveral companies of Ma- 
cedonians, whom he daily exercifed after the Roman man- 
ner*^. As for Caius Antonius, Brutus treated him with Jsinated 
the utmoft civility, and even fuffered him to enjoy the title w//A ^'"'^i 
of proconful, and all the badges of that dignity, though ^rw/**^'^ 
feveral fenators, and particularly Cicero, folicited him tp 
rid the republic of fo dangerous an enemy : but finding that 
he abufed his good-nature, and made ufe of the liberty 
which was allowed him to corrupt the officers, and raif^ 
feditions among the foldiers, he confined him on board a 
ihip, and there kept him clofe prifoner. 

Brutus being now at the head of a powerful army, and 
mafter of all Greece, lUyricum, Macedon, and Thrace, rc- 
folved to pafs into Afia, and there join Cafiius, whofe pro-* 
grefs in thofe eaftern provinces, from the time he parted 
with Brutus in Athens, to the confulate of Odavianus, 
we are now to relate. He failed firft into Afia, which Cafflus 
province was then governed by Trebonius, who received i?^^' <»w 
him with open arms; and P. Lentulus, the pro-quaeftor, ^^^^ Afi^ 
fupplied him with money. He was foon after joined by a 
body of horfe, which Dolabella had fpnt into Afia, with 
prders to purfue their march into Syria. Lentulus, in one 
of his letters to Cicero, afcribes to himfelf the glory of hav« 
ing brought over thefe troops to Caffius's party \ 

It was no fooner known in Afia and Cilicia that CafTius 
was raifing forces, than the Romans, who were difperled 
about thofe provinces, flocked to him from all quarters ; fo 
that feeing himfelf at the head of a confiderable army, he . ' 

left Afia properly fo called, and»marched into Syria, with a 
defign to fcize on that province, before the arrival of Dola- 
bella. He was fcarce gone when Dolabella landed on the 
Afiatic coaft, laid wafte the country, made himfelf mafter 
Qf Tarfus, where Caffius had left a garrifon, and ptit to 
lUeath the proconful Trebonius, as we have already related. 
Cafllu$, on his arrival in Syria, found Statins Murcus and 
Marciu^ Crifpus carrying on the fiege of Apamea againft ^ 

Q^Csecilius Baffus. Thefe two leaders immediately joined 
him. with all their forces, and Bafius's foldiers forced him 
to take the fame ftep. The city being delivered up to Caf- 
fius, an end was put to the fiege, and the army of that 
genera], by thi$ new addition, increafed %o the nun^ber of 

c Plut. in BFuto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 639, 633. ' Cic. lib. xii* 
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eiglrt kgions (S). Both Murcus aikd Crifptis heaitity embraew 
td Caflius's party ; the former wa» by him appointed gorer- 
nor of Syria, and alfo admiral of his fleet ; but Bafiiis, not 
caring to engage in this war, was permitted ({luetly to retire ^. 

Caffius b^ng thus ftrengthened, foon made bimfelf mailer 
of all Syria from whence he marched to Phcenice aikl Ju«» 
daea, which be likewife fecured in bis kttereft*. Receiving 
inteUigence that AUienus, one of Dolabella's Iietttenants^ 
Was on his march through Paleftine with fotnr legions> which 
Caefar had left in Egypt after the Alexandrian war, be went 
to meet thero> and taking them by furprize, obliged both 
Aliienus and his legions to fide with him ; by which acceC* 
fion his army now amounted to twelve legions. In the 
mean time t)olabella, after a long ftay in Afia, where he 
burdened the cities with new taxes, and oppreffed the inha^ 
bitants in a moft tyrannical manner, pafied firftintoCiVki^y 
and thence into Syria, with two legions ^ whither his fleets 
compofed of Tcffels hired of the Lycians> Pampbyltans> and 
Cilicians, failed foon after under the command of L» Figu^ 
lus ^ Upon his arrival in Syria be attempted to enter An-» 
tiochf as governor of that province ; bat being lepulfed bj 
the inhabitants, and the garrifon which Caffius had le^ 
there, with the lofs of a hundred men^ he abandoned the 
istiterprize, and retired in the night towards lAodicea* 
During his nrarch, moft of the troops he had raiftdin AGa 
abandoned him, fomc of them returning to Antiocb, where 
th(^ joined Cafllus, and others retiring over Mount Amanua 
into Cilicia s. As the inhabitants of Laodicea were entirely 
devoted to Cxfar's party, they received Dolabella with open 
arms, and put him in pofieffion of their city. Caffius no 
fooner heard of this event, than he battened thither, leaving 
Herod governof of Coelefyria, with a ftrong detacbn»ent 
from his army to keep that province in awe *»• 

He found Dolabella encamped under the walls of the 
city ; and there he refoflved to befiege him *. As Laodicea 
was iituated on a peninfula, Caffius, to prevent Dolabella 
from making his efcape by land, carried on a wall, two fur- 
longs in length, crofs the ifthmus, with materials brought 

e D»o, lib, xlvii. p. 343. ' Appian. lib. iv. p. 6*4. s P. Len* 
tu). ad Cic. iib. xii< ad Familtar^Kpiit. 15. ^ Joi'epb. Antiq. lib 

3crv. cap. 19. ^ Cic. lib. xii. ad Familiar, epiit. 13. 

(S) From this time be took as appears from his letters xs^ 
upon him the title of proconful , Cicero ( 1 ) • 



(0 Cic. lib. SLii. ad Familiar, epi(l. it, is. 
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ttom tlie neighbouring villages and fepulchres. At tfie lame 
time he difpatcbed meffengers to the Phoenicians, Lycians, 
and Rhodians, for (hips, with a defign to block up the har-^ 
bour. The Sidonians alone complied with his fummons, 
and fent him what veCkh they had ready equipped in their 
harbour. They were fcarce arrived when Dolabella's fleet, 
under the command of L. Figulus, appeared off Laodicea. 
Callius, though his fleet was inferior in number to the ene- 
my's, ventured an engagement, in which both parties fought 
with incredible bravery. At length Caffius's fleet was over- CafiwCt 
powered, and five of his fliips were taken, with all the ma- fi'^^ ^* 
riners on board ; but Statius Marcus, his admiral, having f'^^^ 
got together a confiderable numberof fliips of war in Phoo- 
tiice, and on the coaft of Afia, ventured two other engage- 
ments, in the'firft whereof the two fleets parted upon equal 
terms; in the Ifecond Dolabella's was entirely defeated. DolaheVa^f 
Then Marcus blocked up the port, fo that no provifions fl^ft entire- 
could be eonveyed into the befieged city either by fea or ^ ^jfj^ted^ 
land ; die wall, which Caffius had begun crofs the ifthmus, 2/V/«^J/ff 
being- now completed. The place being thus reduced to 
the utmoft extremity, Dolabella attempted feveral times to 
fally out at the head of the garrifon ; but was conftantly 
driven back into the city, which was at length treacheroufly 
delivered up to the enemy by Quintius, a principal officer 
of his army.- 

Dolabella, feeing the enemy in pofleflion of the city, 
and fearing Caffius would retaliate his cruel treatment of 
Trebomus, ordered one of his guards to cut off his head, ^hedforik 
The foldier obeyed the order, and then killed himfelf widi of D^ 
the fame fword. The example of Dolabella was followec^ *^^^' 
by M. O^avius his lieutenant, and Q. Marfus^ another 
of his chief officer*. Caffius ordered their bodies to be 
decently interred, and incorporated the ipldiers among his 
legions. He then plundered the temples and treafury of 
Laodicea, put all the nobility to the fword, and reduced 
the people to the mod deplorable diftrefs ^. 

After the fedaftion of Laodicea, Caffius, now mafter 7^^. 
of all Syria, acquainted the fathers with the fuccefs of his vernmetti 
arms; who thereupon oon firmed to him the government of Syria 
of thofe vaft provinces '. Thu^s was the Roman ftate, taken ^^"i'^'^ 
in its utmoft extent, divided between two oppofite parties. '* ^^ 
The Caefareans were obeyed by all the nations in the Weft, 
between the ocean and the moft fouthern borders of Italy i 
wUle the party of Brutus and the confpirators prevailed in 

* Appian. lib. iv, p. e«9 & Teq. ^ V€ll. PattrcuU lib. ii. cap. 

€%, Appian^lib. iii. p« $67f$iZ> * 

aU 
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all the rrovinces of the Eaft. As for Sicily, it was htiA 
at this time bjr Sextus Pompeius, the younger fon of Pom-- 
pey the Great, of whom we fhall have freqUent occafion 
to fpeak in the fequel of this hiftory. Such was the (itlia- 
tion of affairs at the beginning of 0£taviailus'$ firft cor* 
iulate* 

C H A P. L. 

7he Htjlory of Rome^ from the frft Confulate of 
OSlavianus to the Death of Cajfius and 
Brutus. 

THE firft ftep Oftavianus took, after his promotion 
to the confulfhip, was to procure the confirmation 
of his adoption in a general aflembly of the people : he 
afterwards prevailed upon the fen ate to revoke their decree, 
declaring Dolabella, whofe death was not yet known ^ 
Rome, an enemy to his country"* Soon after thefe mea- 
fures, his colleague Q^Paedius, at his Inftigation, propofed 
a law for impeaching, trying, and condemning all thofe 
who had been any ways concerned in the death of Csefar. 
OSia*vlanus Purfuant to this law, which pafTed without oppofition^ L. 
cfiuftt Bru' Cornificius took upon him to accufe Brutus, and the fa- 
^da^ufto ^^^^ ^' Vipfanius Agrippa (T) appeared againft CaflTius. 
hecoL Among the judges who were chofen for the decifion of fo 
demnid. important a caufe> Silicius Coronas was the only perfon 
who had courage enough to declare in their favour, which 
coft him his life.; for though O/^avianus thought it then 
advifeable to difTemble his refentment, and pretended even 
to be reconciled to Silicius, yet he foon after facrificed him 
to his revenge. The confpirators were all condemned, 
without being heard, to perpetual baniibment^ and their 
cftates confifcatcd *=. 

» Appian. lib. iii. p. 586. Dio, lib. xlvi. p. 31 r, 3«». . » Liv* 
))b. cxx. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 69. Suet, in Nerone, cap. ^ 
DiOy lib. xlvi. p. 3*2.. Plut. in Bnito. 

(T) Marcus Vipfamius A- infancy with O^^avianus, and 
grippa was, according to Sue- ferved him t9 the laft with the 
tonius, of a mean dcfcent ; but utmoft fidelity. We ftall havfe 
of an equeftrian family, ac- occafion to make frequent men- 
cording to Cornelius Nepos, tion of him in the fcqael of 
Hit was brought • up from his this hiftory. 

As 
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As Brdtus and CafSus were at the head of twenty le- Im^niH 
gions, 0£tavianus rightly jadged^ that it would not be eafy Antttutmi 
ioT him to dcftroy them without the affiftance of Antony ^^ , , 
und Lepidus. He therefore difpatched meffcngers to thofc ^^ ^^ 
chiefs, defiring them to march with all poffible expedition 
into Italy, that they might, with their united forces, fall 
upon Brmus andCaffius, and drive them out of the pro- 
vinces which they had feized. In confequencc of this in- 
timation, they fet out without delay, and paflingthe Alps 
at the head of feventeen legions, entered Cifalpinc Gaui. 
The fenatc, alarmed at their approach, and ftrangers to 
• the private underftanding between them and 0<ftavianu8, 
-ordered the latter to march, and attack them as public 
.enemies. 0£):avianti3^ with great joy, embraced this op- 
portanity of concluding the treaty, which had been begun 
ibme time before between him and his rival. When he 
left Rome) he gave private inftruftions to Quintus Paedius, 
his colleague and creature, to inOnuate to the fenate, that 
it was for the advantage of the commonwealth to repeal 
their decree againft Antony and Lepidus, and not drive 
fuch men to defpair, efpecially Antony, who was a great 
commander, and no lefs to be dreaded than Sylla and Ma- 
rias. This propofal was very difagreeable to the fenate ; 
but nevertheiefs, as they fufpedled Oftavianus to be at the 
bottom of this tranfadlion, they wrote to him for his ad^- 
viceinfo nice a point. The crafty general readily con- ThtJecrn. 
fented to the repealing of the decree \ but to deceive the ^8^'*^fi 
fenate, told them in his letter, that his confent had been in ^ i^^ 
a manner extorted, by the earneft entreaties of his foldicrs. r^nthd^ 
The confcript fathers began to perceive his drift ; but they 
were no longer in a condition to oppofe him, and there- 
fore annulled all the decrees againft Antony and his ad- 
herents. 

In acknowlcgement of this favour, Antony marffhed im- ji„tonf 
mediately againft Decimus Brutus, who was encamped in marches 
^he neighbourhood of Mlitina with ten legions, four whercr ^i^^'fi ^« 
of confilled of veterans, though in a very bad condition, *'''''•'• 
from the diftempers and fatigues they had fuiFered during 
the late fiege ; the others were newly raifed,^ and quite un- 
acquainted with military difcipline. D. Brutus, therefore, ^ 
not finding himfelf in a condition to oppofe the united and 
fuperior forces of Antony and Lepidus, refolved to quit 
Cifalpine Gaul j to pafs by the way of Aquileia, into II ly- 
jicum, and from thence into Macedon, where M. Brutus 
commanded. All the pafles on that fide being feized by 
the troops of Odlavianus, he took his route towards the 
Alps^ with a dcGgn to pafs the Rhine, where that river di- 
vides 
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ipides franfalpine Gaul from Germany, and thrdiigii tUi 
latter country purfue his route into Macedon : but the ap* 
prebenfion of the fatigues and dangers of fo lOng a marcn^ 
bad fuch an efie£t on the minds of the new-raifed troops, 
that they all abandoned Brutus, and joined Antony. Their 
^A^mhfbr* example was followed by the other four legions ; fo that 
^ntsand grutus's army was reduced to a few fquadrons of Gauliih 
DBrt s ' ^^^^^ • ^^^ ih^it he marched as far as the Rhine, the fight 
* of which rapid river fo frightened the few Gauls he had 
with him, that they ftole away one after another, except 
ten, who f^jeraed determined neter to forfake him. In 
this extremity, he laid afide all thoughts of entering Ger- 
many, and dreffing himfelf after the Gauliih manner, be 
jrefolved, in that difguife^ to return through Gaul into Italy, 
not without hopes of reaching at length Macedon undif- 
covered. He h$td not gone far, before be wa^akeii by a 
band of free-booters, who conduced him, at his requeft^ 
to the lord of that di(tri£l| by name C^millus, or as others 
call him, Camelius, who had received a thoufand favours 
at his hands in the difbator's life-time. This Gaul received 
him with a (hew of friendfliip, but difpatched a mefienger 
to Antony to know how he (hould be treated, and received 
an order to put him to death, which was executed accord- 
ingly. When his head was brought to Antony, he looked 
.on it with fome concern, and then delivered it to his 
friends, by whom it was decently buried ^. Thus died 
Pecimus Junius Brutus, one of the moft aftive afiaflins of 
^ Csefar, who was his patron* friend, and benefa£lor. 

Antony immediately acquainted Odavianus, that he had 
facrificed Decimus to the manes of his father, and then 
advanced, with liCpidus, at the head of his army, to give 
him a meeting. The place they chofe for their private con^ 
ferences, was a fmall ifland formed by the river Rheatisi 
now the Reno, which falls into the Po, after having wa- 
tered the territory of Bononia or Bologna. Both armies 
advanced to the oppofite faank» of this river, from whence, 
by two bridges, a communication was opened with the 
CBawif ifland. Iicpidus entered the firft into the Jfland, to vie'or 
•«j» An- - -^rhether there was any ambufcade or contrivance againft the 
teiiJ^, life of cither party. Such was the condition of thofe am^ 
mat in a bitious men, who, even iji the midft of a reconciliationg 
isrtam could not help diftrufting each other. Lepidus having made 
ifland. the fignal agreed on, the two generals entered the iflanil 
from the oppofite banks, each of them guarded by three 
hundred men, who remained at the head of the bridgeSy 

* Pio, lib. xlvi. p. }t5t 

while 
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^Kile the two .chiefs j^vanced to the place of itfaeanter* 
view, which was a riflng-ground^ whence they could bp 
equally feea by their guards^ smd both armies. Having 
faluted and embraced each other in a friendly mannQr, they 
took their feats, the other two yielding the moft honour* 
able place to 0£lavianus, as conful. The conference laided 
three days, during which they had the precaution to fpeak 
fo low, notwithflanding fome warm debates, that not a 
/ingle word could be heard, even t)y their guards, who 
ftood but at a fmall difiance. 

At length, they agreed on the following articles : i. That ^e arti* 
Ojiavianus fliould forthwith refign the confulatc, which cletdjthiif 
gave him a kind of pre-eminence over the other tWo, to ^^''^'^^ 
Ventidius, one of Antony*^ lieutenants. 2. That the fu» 
preme authority (hould be divided among the three, and 
Icfept by them for the fpace of 6ve years, under the name of 
triumvirs, and in quality of reformers of the commonwealth, . 
3. That they (hould caufe this authority to be confirmed 
by the Roman people. 4, That Antony fhould have all 
Tranfalpine and Cif^lpifle Gaul, except Narbonne, which ' 

together with both Spains, fliould be yielded to Lepidus ; 
and that 0£lavianus (hould have for his (hare Africa,' with 
Sicily and Sardinia. 5. That Italy, and the eaftern pro- 
vinces, which were pofTeffed by Brutus and CaCTius, (hould, 
for fome time, remain iii common. 6. That Antony and 
Odavianus fliould forthwith join their forces, and make 
war upon Brutus . and Caflius, while Lepidus, with four 
legions, (laid at Rodfie to maintain the authority of the t^i*' 
umvirate. Beiides thefe, feveral other articles were fet- 
tled. As it was of the utmoft importance, efpecially for 
Odavianus and Antony, who were to march into the £a(t 
againft Brutus and Cafuus, to fecure the (idelity of ttie le- 
gions, it was agreed, that each legionary (hould receive 
after the war five thoufand drachmas, each centurion 
twenty«-five thoufand, and each tribune fifty thoufand. To 
thefe immeiife and almofl incredible fums were adde^ oth» 
rewards, ftill more fubftantial. The triumvir's agreed to 
promife their foldiers fettlements on their return from the 
I £a(f , in eighteen of the heft cities df Italy, which fliould br 
I chofen by the three chiefs, add abandoned in property with 
\ their houfes and lands to the foldiers. As for the ancient 
i proprietors, they were to be driven out of their babitatioii$|> 
I ftripped of their lands and effe£ls, aild fuflered either to 
r perifli with famine, or fubfift in the befl: manner they could« 
Some of thefe unhappy cities were Capua, Rhegium, BciHe* 
rentum, Luceria, Ariminum, and Vibo. 
Vol. XIL E ' At . 
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'' *A^ Ac ti^umvirs had occation Air immosfe faim^td Czff^ 
fm the war, and knew that there were ftill in Roiiie ^rcat 

ilitmbers t^f zeaToas republicans, who probably would raifc 
difturbanc^s in Italy during their abfence, they formed th it 

'baHmous and inhuman refoliition, which will render their 

'tnethories execrable and infamous to the latcft pofterity^; 
-- 'a rcfohitton which brings difgrace upon tyranny itfelf : thcV 

ieHptioM. *^gf€^d not only to cut' off all their enemies, but thofe 

Hilfo who were either poffeffed of great eftates, or thought 
to retain the leaft fpark of zealfor their ancient laws and 

'liberties. Thefe regulations were made without the leaft 
cdnteflror difpute ; but !he lift of the profcribed, when it 
rame to be fettled, occafioned warm debates, each of tbcih 

;bcing foticitotts to d'eftroy his enemies, and fave his friends. 
Antony would come to no agreement till Cicero's riii^c 
was fet down among the profcribed. 0£lavianus endea- 
voured to fave him, and preffed Antony to facriBce Laciu» 
Cxfar, his uncle by the mother's fide. As for Lepldus, 
fome writers tell us, that, contrary to the inclination of the 
other two, he infifted upon the condemnation of his own 
brother L. JEmilius Paulus, who had voted firft in the fe- 
nate for paffing the decree which declared him a public 
enemy when he joihed Antony: other authors fay, that 
he would have faved his bi^other, but that Oftavianus and 

. Antony demanded his head; 'it is certain, however, that 
the deli re of beiM revenged on their enemies got the bettir 
of faving their friends and relations. Oflavianus in tHe 
end facrificed Cicero to Antony ; Antony gave up hfs linde 
Lucius to Oftavianus 5 and Lepidus was either allowed U> 
murder his brother Paulus, or forced to abandon him to tH« 
refentment of the other two. The death of thefe three be- 
ing agreed on, the lift of the others, whom the triumvir$ 
doomed to die, was foon drawn Up, each of the'tyrants 
mentioning the names of his particular enemies. Among 
.others, they profcribed Plotius, conful eleO:, and brother 
to Plancus, one of Antony's lieutenants 5 Quintus, who was 
alfd defigned confui for the enfuing year, and whofe daugb* 
ter Afinius Pollio, a great partifan of the triumvirate, had 
lately married; Thoranius, who had been governor to 

^ OSavianus, and had taken particular care of his education, 
arid many others, whom we fliall have occafion to mention. 

"^ The articles of this wicked confederacy being fworn to, the 
i^hiefs feparated, and went to impart the refult of their con- 
ferences to their refpeftive armies, who, overjoyed at the 

' advantageous promifes that were made them, heard the re- 
port with the greateft fatisfadlion. The fame day the t^o 
« armie» 



tie '^man Wftary^ 

^ffhhiefi fjoined) HStnd nMitudllyieafted ajsid^^nliertamtd each 

^therP (II). 

TtveT fatal decree of .profcfiption teing 'drawn up, was 
'knade public (W)j and.feht ta Rome; together with the 
-•firft lift of the unhappy ttien who were doomed; to die, and 
<the fame time foihe companies of foldier^ were detached 
.thither^ -to put the crad iE>rders.of the triumvirs in execu- 
tion. The ibldiers arrived in the evening, and meeting 

p Appian. }ib. iv. p. 58J), 590. Dio» lib. xlvi. p. 325, %iS. Plat. 
in Cic. & Antonio. Flor.iib. iv. cap. 6» 
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,(U) Tbe agiredment bbibg 
made, and the articles figned 
by the triuikivirs, the arnny de- 
fired, that the friend^iip be- 
tween Antony and^^Octavianus 
might be cemented by fotne al- 
liance, and in a manner forced 
the latter to divorce Servilia, 
the daughter of Servllius Ifau- 
ricus, whom he had married 
when he was very young, and 
to take in her room Clodia, 
the dau^ter of the famous P. 
Clodius, who was killed by 
Milo, and of Fulvia, whom 
Antony had married after the 
death of her firft hufband ( i ). 

(W) It began thus: " M. 
Lepidus,M. Antonius, and Oc- 
tavianus. Cxiar, chofen for the 
reformation of the common- 
wealth. If the generofity of 
Julius Csefar had not prompted 
jhim 'to pardon fome faithlefs 
men, and to grant them befides 
their Hves, of which they were 
unworthy, honours and offices, 
which they deferved as little, 
lie liad not fallen by their trea- 
ibn, nor ihould we have been 
obliged to proceed in a manner 
diiagreeable to us againft thdfe 
who have declared us enemies 
to our country. But the wicked 
defigns they formed againft us, 
the horrible treachery they 
ikewcd-towards G»&r, and the 



cap. 

certaih khowlege we have of 
their execrable pradices, §otcc 
us to prevent the evils with 
whUh »we are threatened.*' 
Then followed a juftification of 
the. proceedings of the trium- 
virs, founded on the advan- 
tages which Caefar had procur- 
ed for the Roman people by his 
vidories, on the ingratitude of 
thofe who had murdered him, 
and on the neceffity of clearing 
the city of fuch as might in- 
volve it in new troubles. They 
concluded thus : ^* No man 
{hall dare to receive, conceal, 
help to efcape, any way relieve 
thofe who are profcribed, or 
hold any manner of intelligence 
with them, upon pain of being 
himfelf profcribed. Whofoever 
ihall bring toiiny of the trium- 
virs the head of a profcribed 
perfon, (hall receive, if a free- 
man, twenty-five thoufand fe- 
i^rces ; and ten thousand, if a 
ikve : the fiave, who (hall kill 
his mafter, (hall moreover be 
declared a Roman citizen. The 
fame rewards iliall be given to 
fuch as (hall difcover the.placc 
where any profcribed peribn 
lies concealed, and \\{t name of^ 
the informer ihall not be enter- 
ed into any regifter, to the end 
it may never be known who 
he wasr * 



(i) Plut. in Antonioi 
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fiMfr4ifdi€ptisfclibed perfom itt the ilreet6» imiilediatelf 
put tfacm to dcatb : others were inhumanly maflacred itk 
their hoofies; Ibme vfaiie they were fupping with their 
fnendsy and fonoe in the temples, whither, upon the firft 
alarm they had fled for refuge. The city was in an tnftant 
filled with horror and confufion ; nothing being heard but 
cries and lamentatioiis.' As the lift of the profcribed per« 
;foD$ wasnotyet made public, every one fancied himfel^ 
MomesMt^ ^ ^bat number; and hence the conftemation became ge« 
miM90 CM- iieraL Some in tranfports of defpair relblved to involve the 
JgrmaiUM^ whole city in their tiefiru£tion« and accordingly fet fire la 
it in difFercnt quarters. The horror of the fcene was aug- 
meiited by the daricneCi of the night, the fire which began 
to flame out in feveral places, the cries and groans of 
thofe who were inhumanly butchered in the ftreets, the 
fight of armed foldiers running up and down to execute the 
vengeance of the triumvirate, the flight of the people, and 
the (hrieks of the women^ Q^ Paedius, the only conful in 
Rome, to remove the fears of the alarmed multitude, and 
prevent diforders, ran from ftreet to ftreet, caufing it to be 
every where publiihed, that the number of thofe who 
were doomed to die, was but very fmall; and that, as foon * 
as it was day, he would caufe their names to be fixed up 
in the forum. Accordingly, early next morning the lift of 
the profcribed* containing the names of only feventeen 
perfons, was fet up in a public place, together with' the 
decree of the triumvirs. This reftored tranquility to the 
city for a while ; but the conful Paedius, having overheated 
himfelf with running up and down the city, to cairp the 
minds of the peot)le, and prevent diforders, died the night 
following**, . '^ 

7kitnirycf During thefc alarms, the triumvirs advanced, at the head 
thetrium* of their united forces, towards Rome, which they entered 
ws imto ^^ thrtt difierent day^ ; Odavianus on the firft, Antony 
'"'* on th^«fecond, and Lc^dus on the third, each of them at- 
tended with his pr^^rian cohort) and one legion. The 
firft ftcp they took after their arrival was, to procure a law^ 
invefting them with the authority which they had ufurped. 
i^vefledby ^^ ^'^^ accordingly propofed by the tribune P. Titius to the 
a Jicneof aflTembled tribes, who pafled it the fame day in the follow- 
tkipioplt ing terms: ** The Roman people, lawfully aflembled, have 
nmth the thought fit to appoint three perfons to govern the com- 
autherity monwealth with confular power. Tliefe are ftf. Antoniys, 
'hadufurZ M.Lcpid^s, and Csefar Oaavianus, whofe authority ftiall 
^d. be acknowleged and obeyed by all for the fpace of five 

f Appian, Dio, Flon Plut. ibid, 
_ . years/* 
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years.** The decree was no fooner ratifieS, than OAavial* 
VLVLS'y purfuant to one of the articles of tbe confederacy, v<&- 
%ned his confuKbtp, fome fay to C. Carinas, cthers» to 
Ventidius. However that be, thefc two were by the trium- 
virs appointed confuls for the remaining part of the prefent 
year ; but they were vntTC cyphers, the whole power and 
authority of the republic being lodged in the triamvirs« 
Thefe three tyrants, now confidering themfelves as lawful 
magtftrates^ added the night following the names of an 
hundred and thirty perfons to thofe they had already pro* 
fcribed 5 a few days after, they profci ibed an hundred and 
^fty more, and thus they daily increafed the number^ till 
it amounted at laft to three hundred fenators, and above 
two thoufand knights. ^ ' 

Every confiderable man in Rome, who was difiiked, or 
fufpe£ied by the triumvirate to difapprove their tyranny, 
and rich enough to glut their avarice, was doomed to 
die. As it w^s death to conceal or help them, and ample 
rewards were given to fnch as difcovered and killed them, ^^jM 
many were betrayed and butchered by their flaves and freed- '••^''•» 



men'; many betrayed by their treacherous bofts and rela- '^^*^^^ 
tions. Many fled to uninhabited places, where they periih- ^ 
ed for want. The ftreets were covered with dead bodies ; 
the heads of the moft illuftrious fenators were expofed upon 
the roftra, and their bodies left uhburied in the ftreets and 
Qelds, to be devoured by dogs and ravenous birds. A great 
number of citizens that were not condemned, periihed in 
this confuGon, fome by malice or miftake, others for con- 
cealing or defending their friends. This feafon of calamity 
pioduced fome pathetic inftances of the affedion of wives • 
tor their hufbands, and of the fidelity of flaves towards their . 
mafters, but very few of filial love; not that Rome was 
entirely deflitu^te of this virtues Oppius carried bis old and Smm rfih 
decrepit father on his Ihoulders'to the fea-fidc, andefcaped ^^^^^f 
with him into Sicily. His piety was not long unrewarded 5 ^Jjy ^/. 
for on his returt) %o Rome, after the triumvirs had put an ^^^ 
end to the profcripti^n, he found the people fo affcfted by 
the generous a£tion, that the tribes unanimoufly concurred 
in raifing him to the sdileihip ; and becaufe he wanted 
money to exhibit the ' ufual fports, the artificers worked 
without wages, and the people not only tax^d themfelves to 
defray the neceflTary charges, but gave proofs of the efteem 
they had for fo dutiful a fon by fuch contributions as 
amounted to twice th? value of his paternal eftate,' which 
had been confifcated by the triumVirs. Caius Hofidius Geta 
was like wife faved by ^is fon, who Spread a report, that his 
father h^d laid violent hands on himfelf^ and to render the 

E 3 faa 



hOi more credible, fpenttfae poor reipains of bis fortune* 
in performing his obfequics; By this contriirance, Hofi- 
dius made his efcape, but loft one of his eyes, which he 
had kept too long covered with aplafter, the better to dif^ 

fuife him. The barbarous impiety of thofe children, who 
y a. ftrange apoftacy from, nature betrayed their own pa* 
rents, ought to be buried* in oblivion. Nothing can refle£t 
gf eater infamy on the memory, of the , triumvirs, than their 
countenancing fuch impious^'monfters. Several ilaves.chofe. 
rather to die on the rack amidft ^the moft eipquifite 'torn- 
** ments,. than difcover the places where their mafters lajr 
concealed ; others, not caring to outlive ti^em,(fell by^heir 
own hands upon the dead bodies of their patrons* 
Others iy Many illuftrious matrons gave remarkable proofs of their- 
their conjugal love, w^ich ought not to be paflbd.over in filence. 

wiw/. ij^jjg ^jfg ^f Q^Ligarias^ fiseing. her hxiflband batr»yed> by 
one of his flaves, declar^ to the executioner^ vuho: cut o£' 
has head,, that (he had conceale;4 him, ^nd, Goafequentlj^ 
ought^. in virtue of the decree,, to undergp th^ f«tm^ £sU£« 
They not hearkening to herr flie s^peared before the trLti 
umvirs, upbraided them- with th^ir qruieity,, owned, the ha4« 
concealedher hu{band> and begge^d death of them;aaaiavo4ir« 
Being, driven away-by their offiqerst (be Ihutfherfelf up io.her 
ownnoufe ;. and- there^ as ihe was^delemitiedinot long to. outs 
lure her huiband, ftarved herfolf to djsath. AciJiiis waa betrays* 
ed by one of his flaveS|,and apprehended). but redeemed byt 
his wife, who readily parted with all her jpwais.to fave biS; 
life. Apuleius, Antiftius^^Antius, Q^ Lucretius Yifpallio^ 
Titus Viniusj.and many others, were faved by the ingenious, 
ttttiusC^ CjOntrivMices. of their wi\*es, aftertbey had given themfelvc^ 
far fa<ved up for loft. Lucius, the uncle ^i Antouy^, \Kas favedt b]|f 
kjf hisjifter. U^ fifte^ Julia,, in whofe hpufe he had^. tajken ref uge (X^ 

(X) The minifters of the tri- paying the aflaffius thepromifed 

. uravirs endeavoured to vbr.cak rewards : ** I have traafgrefled 

into the room where he lay cpn- yoijr decree, (faid flie to An-. 

Cfealed; but his filler meeting tony), knd am come to inform 

' t|iem at the dOor, cried out fe- againft myfelf. I have taken 

vcril times, *' You fhail n'ever my brother into my houfe, and? 

\fk\\ Lucius Caefar ri^l' you firfti am refolved to protefl him tifl^ 

difpatoh xht ; me^ ' wtio gave you ftall think proper to put u*k 

Tourgcnendhislife and being/' ooth. to dfeath/* ** Yau* have 

l?he aira4£hs, tbunderilruck at behaved- (replied. Antony), like 



titiefewordfi^ retired;, but ne- agood'Mer, but- at a bad 
"verthelefs JruHa flew to the io^ ther-j'' and< took no4farth«rT no- 
r^m, where her fon was iitting tice of what Julia faid; bus Lu- 
on his tribunal ». receiving the du^ \Haa no mors enqiiired! 
Beads of the profcribedy and afte.i:« 

Though 
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TtiO||gl|,tlift fiOHpfrji aft wjl, ^ft t^ qity^ f^ifa^d^i^ ip- 
fofW^r^. ^4i^8i^fl'?> y^t. m^nj-iWuftriows, citizen^ fe»w4,^ 
«€W§it9.^W>id.tbe fMjry Qf^e.profcriptio^, ai^4,tp get.fafe^ 
c^hi^tp.%.i|j^^if?tM^^pii, Of tp S^xt,usPoii|p^u> in Si- 
c9y.. Th§ l^tt^r k^pt <jQftftaTitJy a great, aumb^.ofi fmall 
T^Sbl^ hpy^ering oii th^ coa()i of I^ly> to receive fHch »s 
n^id^. ^hfir efcap^, an4:t£e^t^4s tbem with great liinjdnef^ 
a^ixfilpfiftCX). Cicero 
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(T5f Rcftio,' Appius, Me- 
neius, anil* Jtrnius, were faved 
bf tibeq: llaves* Reflio had 
narked, one o£ his flayes on the 

Scehead with a. red-hot iron ; 
^ uAi^i puriifliment ]nfli^e4 
cip A|c|i^ as auempted to rqn 
mz^ uqm thei^ maflers. This 
ipve, having by chance found 
out the place where Reftio lay 
concealed, conducted him to^ a 
we, arid there fupported him 
ibr fbme time with what he 
earned by his daily labour. At 
length a company of foldiers 
|omingthat way, and approachr 
^g the caye, the faithful flave, 
i|Iai7Bed at the danger his maf- 
^f wa^ in^ followed them clofe, 
(^d falling upon a poor peafant, 
filled; him in their prefence^ 
a^d cut off his head, crying out, 
♦' I am now revenged on my 
mafter for the marks with which 
he has branded me.'* The fol- 
ders, ^ing the in^mous 
marks on his forehead, and not 
doubting but be had killed Ref- 
^, ihaKhed the head out of hi& 
hapd^. a|id< returned with it in 
allhafte to the triumvirs. They 
were no fooner gone, than the 
flaveconyeyed his mailer to the 
Cea-fide, where they had the 
good luck to find one of Sex- 
uus Pompeius's veffels, which 
tranlported them fafe into Si- 
cily. The gcnerofity of the 
.%jt% oi >Vppius anfi M^neius, 
.OR^Mei^wiw* was.ftiU ippre he- 
roic; for they fuffered them- 



felvcs to be flain in their m af- 
ters habits, while their matters 
made their efcape in the dif- 
guiCe of flaves. Pomponius, 
finding qo Other means, to gex» 
&fe outofRoipf, aOwmedtbei 
habit of ^ F^^» ?n4 ^0% 
early out.ofjthe city ig that at*^ 
tire, attended by his flaves ii^ 
the difguife of liftors : he tra-! 
veiled at the expence of the 
public^ giving out every wher]^ 
that he was feht by the trium- 
virs to negociate a treaty wiffi - 
young Pompey; he was well 
received in all t&e cities on the 
road, and fupplied. both witli 
horfes and proyiiioAS : fevera| 
bands of foldiers ^nd airaifioi 
met him on his. journey, buf 
none of the>m oifereij tg. flop or 
examine an ambalTador pf the 
triumvirs ; fo that he reached 
Sicily undifcovered. Ventidiui 
(not the conful) deceived the 
murderers by pretehdirig to bfe 
one of them himfelf, and pa- 
trolling about the country with 
fome of his friends^ as In iear^ 
of proferibed peribns. The fi$- 
nator Coponius wa^, faved l^ 
his wife at the expence of her 
virtue, Antoiiy having caufed 
his name to be flruck off the 
black lift, in confe^uence ^f 
her compliance with his defires, 
after (he had been proof for ft- 
veral years' againlf the ofieri, 
cardies,^ a;id menaces of the 
Itwitywt^ Another fenator, 
being tired witJb o^Bceatiag 
£ 4. ' h'unfelf 
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ITht fati of ' Cicero beiilg with his brother Quintusi who was Ukewift 
Cicfr§. profcribed, at his country-houfe near Tufculunii when the 
firft news were brought him of the profcription, they forth- 
* with took the route of Aftura, another of his country-houfes 
on the fea-(ide, between the promontories of Antium and 
Circxum. There they both defigned to take fhipping^ and 
' endeavour to join Brutus in Macedon. As they had, in the 
firft alarm and hurry, forgot to take with them the ncce£* 
fary money to defray the expence of their voyage, it wa^ 
agreed between them, that Cicero (hould make what hafte 
he could to the fea-fide, and Quintus return home to pro*, 
vide neceflaries. Quintus returned to Ronxcj and -got t« 
his houfe undifcovered, where he thought himfelf faJFe, at 
leaft for a (hort time, fince it had been lately fearched b]f: 
die minifters of the triumvirs. As in moft houfes there were 
as many informers as domeftics, his return was immediately 
koowil, and the houfe of courfe filled, with foldiers an4 
aifaffins, who not being able to difcover him, put his foa 
tP the torturp, in order j:o make him declare where his fa- 
jffeStt^ therlay concealed* Filial aflFedion was proof in the young 
Mrcnm- Jloxnan agaipft the moft exquifite torments : however, the 
J?*^*' */ tender youth could not help fighing and groaning with the 
^^ir^h^ •S^'^y ^f torture. Quintus, who was within hearing* unable 
to bear this trial of his fon expiring on the rack, broke from 
bis concealment, and prefented himfelf to the affaiGns^ 
begging them, with a flood of tears, to put him to death, 
and diunifs the innocent child, whofe generous behaviour 
the triumvirs themfelves, if informed of the faft, would 
judge worthy of the higheft encomiums and rewards. Thofe 
inhuman mpnfters, without being in the leaft afFefted With 
the tears either of the father or the fon, apfwered, that they 
ipuft both die, the father, ()ec.avife he was prpfcribed, andf 
{)!ie fon, becaufe in defiance of the d^cre^ qf thq triunivirs, 
he had concealed his father. Then 2, liew cpnteft of ten? 
demefs arofe between the father and the fon, who (boUld 
die firft ; but this the afiaftins, deftitute of all fenfe of 
humanity, fooil decided by beheading them both at the 
fame time '. 

r Appian* Dio. Plot. VaUMax. ibid. Seneca in fuafon 

himfelf in c^ves and dens, and mafter, opened there a little 

.^{bulking about the country in fchool, and kept it as long as 

'^ntinual alarms, returned to .the profcription jailed, without 
Kotnein the difgqifeof a fchool- being dlfcovered ( i )« 

(]) Appian. lib. iv. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. Dio, lib. xlvii. Val. Max. 
lib. vi. cap.8. If lib. jx. cap. 11. Suet, in Qftavio. Macrob. Saturnal. 
lib. i. cap. iz. . 

But 
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Mi^n while Ccero^ having reachol Aftur^ 4nd flHUid ai Bmharks 
veflelthere ready to weieh anchor^ went on board, withade- for M^ 
figQ,.to pafs over into Macedon, and join Brutus : but eiiher <'^'^«« 
Ktoding the inconveniencies of Aich a voyage^ or ftill de-^ 
pending on tbefriendihtp of OdiavianuS) he foon changed 
his mind, and ordered the mafter of the (hip to fet him 
di^ore at Circseom, whence he took his route towards Rome /^ 
by land. » After he had gone about two hundred furlong8» changa 
he altered his refolution once more, and returned to ffsa, his mind. 
m^ere be fpent the night in a thoufand melancholy and 
perplexing thoughts. Wavering between the hopes he had 
in Oflavianus'sfriendihip, and the fear of death, he at laft 
fuffered his domeftics to c(Myey him by fea to a country*^ 
houfe which he bad in the neighbourhood of Caieta; 
where he had not been long, when his domeftics carried 
jiim again in a Utter towards the fea-fide* 

They were fcarce gone, when a band of foldiers^ under A band of 
the command of Herennius, a centurion, and Popilius /^^'^'^^^ <^ 
Laenas, a military tribune, came to the houfe. Cicero. had /'.^^^^ 
formerly undertaken the defence of Popilius, when he was ' ' 
under a profecution for the murder of his own father, and 
fay the power of his eloquence faved him from an infa«« 
mous death : but the ungrateful wretch, unmindful of for* 
mer obligations, and wholly intent on ingratiating himfelf 
with Antony, had promifed to find out Cicero, wherever 
)ic lay concealed, and bring him his head. He found the^ 
doors of his houfe fliut, but breaking them open, and 
parching in vain every corner, he threatened to put all 
the flaves in the houfe to the torture, if they did not im* 
mediately declare where their mafter lay concealed. The 
faithful flaves, without betray irig the leaft fear, anfwered 
with great conftancy and refolution, that they knew no( 
where he was. At length a young man, jnamed Philolor // di/co* 
ffis (Z), who had be^n flave to Quintus, and afterwards wr<i 
enfranchifed by him, and inftrmfteaby Cicero in the liberal 
arts and fciences with all the tendernefs of a father, dvf« 
covered to the tribune, that Cicero*s domeftics were then 
carrying him in a litter through the clofe and (hady walks 

(Z) -Plutarch feems to que- Plutarch's time was in great re- ^ 

ilion what feme authors have queft, but has not reached ours* 

writtep of the treachery of Phi- Appian tells us, that Cicero 

at leaft he tells us, was betrayed and difcovered by 



that this circumftance was un- one Cyrillus, who had formerly 

known to Tiro, Cicero's eraan- ferved Clodiu«, his mortal cnc- 

. dpated Have, who- publiihed an my # 
^count of his life, which i» 
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t#llie4cci«>fide»* U]^n»diiSiiHform^ioi^Bopiniis^ wJth^me 
cif> liis attendants^ hfaftened to the plaoc^ w)iere> be was.t^.* 
come^out, while Jlereniiiiit 5witli the r^fti(Dllow€d>tl)elkl6^* 
through' the narrow path«% As foon as Cioero perceived) 
Berenniu^, he oommanded his fqrvams to fbt. dowmhisi 
litter, and Arching, according to Ua. cufto«y bts beardi 
with his left hand, he put out hi&head^ and looked: at the* 
aAs#ns with great intrepidity^ Thi^ Qon&uicj^ which thg|k 
didvnot expedt fron» him, his face disfigured. and emaciated 
with care^ and troubka, his hair an^ beard in difocd^-, ^ 
affe£bed the foldier^ who attended Htrentoitts, that they co? 
vered' their eyes with their- bands, lyihile he cm off his bead^ 
and) purfuant to AtUony's diro^oas, his right hand^ witli. 
which he had' written the Phitippics, With thofe trophiea 
of thei/ GFueky, Herennius- and Popilius Pcsurned to Baome^i 
and laid them be fopss' Antony, w^ile be was holdmg. an» a£«' 
fbmbly oi the people for* the eie£2:ion, of new magi^lsatcs. 
H>e tyrant noiboner behold them, than he cried: out in k 
iNranfport gf joy, '^ Now fet there bewail ei^d of aU oiicpca^ 
ibrif tions : Itvej Rofnans^ live in fafety*; you have nothing 
more* to fear.f^ He took the head- in^his hand» and gazed 
*' on it a tong time- with- g«ea^ fatis(a£kion^ fmiKng at a ficht 

which drew tears firom all who wei^e prsfent* Altes 
he had (atiated bis oniel and revengeftd temper with, fo 
difina4 a fpe£kacle, he fent the head of the ovatoi; ta ha 
wife Fiilvia, who was even more cruel than the triumvir^ 
and had borne an implacable haired to Ciceso ever finco 
the time of her firft hu&aBd P^ Clodius, who was flain i»r 
Mile. . 

f^ crmlij This inhuman i»onftei>> after having infuljed the pooj' 
^ Fuivia. remains of her enemy with the moft injuriojis reproached 
took the head in her bp, and, dratfing out- the tongge. 
which* had uttored many bitter inveS^s agaiuft both her 
huftands, pierced it feverai' times with a golden bodkin, 
which flie wore in her hair. When (he had thus fatiafeed 
he^p impotent rage, Antony ordered both the head and the 
hand to be £xed on the roftra, wthere Rome could nat» 
without horror, behold the- remains of- a man* whg^ hs(d^ fa 
• often triumphed in that very place by the force and charms 
Jiff rJ&«. ^ ^^^ eU)q«»cnce K Tbu3 fell the grcateft crator b^ly, or 
/ii^#r. perhaps any other country^ ever prod'ueed. He was un-< 
4k>ubtedly a fincepe lover of his co^try, wiiicb he had 
ferved, and even faved from doftru^4on^^ b«it his patriQtifm 
was on fome occafions rendered ine9e£lual by his pttfillani-* 

t Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap, 66. Seneca in Suafor. Orat. 7. Pltit, 
ia Cic. Dio, lib. xlvii. Appian, Kb. iv. '^Tacit* Dialog, de Orat. 
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imt7.;.andfais;virtae8,wcre Urntibedt ud^K fome other de*^. 
fe£b, which have thron^n.'a (bade upjQiti, bi^ regutauon* 
He waa vain.tp a degree ofi childiihceOs. j. andLfroorLbisfprV 
vate letters it appesM';^!. that he was. not f^e frqm abjeQr 
flattery, fclfiflb Yiew5, and douWe dealing. 

In oie midft oi, all the flaughter which< defplated Rome,. Lepidis*$ 
Iiq>idtts refolded, to triumph) on aca^ujito(f fome incqnfi-.^W«»^*. 
derable^dvsntages be had formerly gained, over tbiQ revoltedf 
Spaniards. The jecree^ impov^ering him to enjoy this bor« 
npur, \i»a ifTuedby himfelf with the confent.and approbar 
tipnof hisLtwo CQli^agiie% andbeg^n thus; ^^ To all tbofe^ 
who ibiiU honour ou/ tnriiimph with- facrLfiqes, feadingp,, 
jindQther dcmonftratiQna of joy , health, and good fort^ine;, 
but to others n^if<?ry and, profcription/' Xbis decree dr,ew 
greaiser crowds. tQ hi^ tfjumpb thaa had ever been feen on 
the like OGcafiou^: be yviVi^ aUende^ by all the nobility o£ 
Rome^ who ftrove t(f outvie each ojtber in offering facri£ces^ 
fQt the fafety. of JU^pid^s^ and hi& colleagueft, and in &a&* 
iag their friends and the frienda of the triumvirs. L« 
Uunatiua.FlajqfQi|&waStl4kewife decreed a, trijumph* fqr fomc 
^iploit he had. performed in Gaul " (A)« 

The triupitvirs. having ihed the blood (B). o£ to many iU ntcrutbf 
luftriw^ oitizens, began tp think o£ railing tbe necei&ry «»<^ «*K^a- 
(wns, for qarrying on tbe war againft Brutus and Gaflius. J"'?' ^f^^ 
They feiz^ed on the eftates^ Qf the profcribied, defrauding ^^^^'^^^ 

• Vide Qvsxt* Infcript. p. %97, & Appjan. lib iv. p, 607. 

(A) As it was cufloqisuy fbr (R) Nothing fe ftrongly. 

fbe Mdiersr to (ing during the pro^s the fiiperior magnani«^ 

fnttinph^l pr6ceiB<Hi9 ^fatu^cal xqity of J,u)lu4 Csefar, as hi^ 

wdes. on the vi6torious gene- difdaininA to glut his. ref«Dt« 

rals^ the follovving were often ment vi^t^ blood, and ta cou'- 

tepoiatfcd on this occafio^ ;, ftiU his own perfonal fafety b^ 

'^ be Germanis, non de Gallis fuch infamous and inhiimau 

duo triumphant confules.*' The profcriptions which had been 

Latin word Gcrmani fignifies pra^ifed by Marius and Sylla^ 

t(^9^'^hrothersy and the inhar even with more dciblation and 

Vitanti of Germany ; fo that the brutality than- appeared upon 

verfes might be underfiood as this ^oftd occaiion. C«&r's 

importing, either that the de- clemency probably occafionnt 

figoed confute^ triumphed over his death » and in all probabtEcjir 

tie Germans, or over their bro- this. confidciFa^iou, co^pesiraf;- 

tbers ; for they bad both pro* ing with private revenge* gave^ 

cured the profcription of their birth to the ptx^Ccriptioa of this, 

brothers, or at leaft confented triumvirs. 

(1) yelL Patqrcttl. Ub, ii> cap, 67. 
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the widows and orphans of their right of inheritance and 
fucceffion, Thev burdened the people with grievous taxesj^ 
feized all the gold and filver, whether in plate or fyecie, 
they could lay their hands on, and took away by force im- 
menfe fums, belonging both to ftrangers and citizens of 
Rome, which had been depofited in the hands of the Veftal 
Tirgins. But all thefe expedients proving infufficient to 
make up the funo of two hundred thoufand talents, which 
they judged neceffary to defray the charges of the war, 
they drew up a lift of fourteen hundred of the richeft ladies 
of Rome, mothers, daughters, rdations, or allied to ftrcb 
pcrfons as they had profcribed, and taxed them :^1I equally, 
and at an extravagant rate. In this emergency the ladies, 
after having had recourfe in vain to the female relatioiis of 
, the triumvirs, agreed to go in a body, and plead their 
^ 1 jl!I??^ caufe at the tribunal of thofe magiftrates, while they were 
adminiftering juftice in the forum. Having made their 
way through the crowd, and the numerous guards attend- 
ing the tyrants, they demanded audience. The triumvirs, 
alarmed at fuch an unufual fight, ordered their guards to 
difperfe them ; but one of them was at length permitted 
to fpeak ; and the perfon the fuppliants chofe for this pur^ 
pofc was Hortenfia, the daughter of the celebrated orator 
Hortenfius. She di4 not difgrace the charafler of ^ler fa- 
ther 5 but on the contrary pronounced a noble rcmon-' 
ftrancc, replete with energy and fnirit* The triumvirs, 
provoked at the boldnefs of ner fpeccn, and fearing it might 
occafion fome fudden tumult, ordered their )i£^ors to drive 
away fuch troublefome fuppliants ; but the people crying 
out againft fuch violence, they adjourned the affair to the 
next day, when, to appeafe the multitiide, who had openly 
tfpoufed the caufe of the women, they reduced their numr 
ber from one thoufand four hundred to four hundred ; but' 
at the fame time taxed above a hundred thoufand men, as 
well ftrangers as citizens, without exempting the priefts» 
obliging them to pay immediately the fiftieth part of their 
eftate^, and a whole year's revenue ''. 

And now the triumvirs, having caufed about three hun- 
dred fenators, and two thoufand knights to be inhumanly 
maflfacred, and raifed by a thoufand extortions the neceifary 
fums for their eaftern expedition, aflembled at laft the few 
fenators they had left alive, and entering the fenate-hbufe, 
declared; that the profcription was at an end. Lepidus 
endeavoured to juftify their paft proceedings, and aiiured 
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Ae donrcript fathers, that for the future he at lea ft (houlH 
give them no occafion of complaint (B). 

After this welcome declaration, the triunrvirs appointed, Thi trium* 
of their own authority, without fo much as aflembling the '^^ ^h 
people, the confuls for the enfuing year. Thefc were M. ^2"***- 
iEmiHus JLepiidus the triumvir, and Lucius Munatius Plan- {^ri, «Jv 
cus. As Antony and OtSlavianus were wholly intent oti /or y^-wr^tf 
their grand expedition into theEaft againfl: Brutus and Caf- years. 
(ius, they named, in concert with Lepidus, confuls, prseto^s, 
and aediles, for feveral enfuing years, choofing for thofc 
great offices fuch perfons as they ail approved o^ and could 
rely on. This precaution feemed ncceifary, to prevent the 
people from raifing to thefe dignities, during their abfence^ 
men ilPaiFefted to the triumvirate. When they had thus • 
fettled matters in the city, Antony and Oftavianus divided 
both the money and troops ; and then fct out, the former 
for Brundufium, and the latter for Rhegium, where the 
fleets appointed to tranfport them into the Levant were 
ready to take the forces on board, and put to fea with the 
firft favottfable wind. Before we relate the great events 
which determined the fate of the republic, we fliall give a 
fuccind account of what pafled in the Eaft, from the rc- 
dudion of Laodicea by Cailius, to the arrival of Antony 
and OAavianus in Macedon. 

Caffitts, having made himfelf mafter of all Syria, refolved Caffttu rti 
next to invade Egypt ; for Cleopatra had not only declared /«/^« rt 
for the triumvirs, but was ready to join them with a power- ^T^^^, ^^^ 
ful fleet : but, as he was on his march, he was recalled by ifricalkd 
Brutus, who, by repeated letters, prefled him to come and by Bni4Mi^ 
join him againft the triumvirs, who were making a dread- 
ful havock of their friends in Italy, and aflembling forces 
with a dcfign to pafs into Macedon. As Caffius had a great 
cftcem and veneration for Brutus, be dropped his enter- 
prise upon' E^ypt ; and committing the government of Sy- 
ria to his brother's fon with one legion, he departed with 
all the reft to meet his colleague. On his march he de« 
tached a body of horfe into Cappadocta, with orders to 
put king Ariobarzanes to death, upon an information that 
he had confpired againft him, and kept up a private cor- 
refpondence with his enemies. His orders were put in 

(B) But O^avianus openly the fa^tal decree which doomed 

declared, "That he dill referved fo many citizens to die, yet he 

to himfelf the liberty of punifli- was the moft cruel and inexora* 

"ing the guilty." And indeed ble of the three in the execu^ 

Suetonius tells us, that though tion of it. 
lie nras at fit A. unwilling to fign 

execution, 
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pitc^tian^ ttndt rfter the king's dea^h, umitfuaM T^cd M 
his fubje^s, who wene k^oked upon by Caffius as difaffe&ed 
to the republican party. As he pafled by Tarfus, he remit- 
ted the ft-eft of the heavy taic, which he had formerly laid 
0(i the inhabitants for fiding with Dolabelia, and tefufipg 
to fupply with provifions the troops which TuUius Cimber, 
one of the confpii^s^ors, was leading into Syrian This con-^ 
da£t of the Tarfenfes* after ihey had entered into an alliance 
with CalTiue, and even prefented him with a crowp of gold, 
lb provoked the republican general, that he condemned 
them to pay fifteen hundred talents; for the jaifins of 
which fum, they firft fold the lands belonging to-the public^ 
.and the ornaments of their temples^ -afterwards their chil* 
dren of both fexes, and at laft their women and old men. 
Jis the money accruing from theie fales did not amount to 
the fum of fifteen Hundred talents, they were at laft forced 
to fell fotne of their young men« who were fit to bear arms \ 
but the unhappy perfons, preferring death to ilavery, de-'> 
ftroyed themfeWes. Cailius, either touched with their mi^ 
fery, or afliamed of bis own oppreiBon, forgave them the 
r^ft of the payment, and exempted them from all tributes 
jbr the future. From Tarfus he purfued his march into 
r Afia, to join Brutus ^. . 

That general, being Rafter of all Greece, Macedon^ and 
^Illyricum, had refolvoi to invade Afia with the greater part 
of his army, ^nd was already on his march, when news 
were brought him, that Caius Antonius, whom he had 
•ttiken prifoner, had raifed a fedition among the troops that 
were left in M^cedon. In coniequen^e of this intelligeacej 
Ive retumesd, <H^elled the tumult, and having clofely con« 
fined Caius in the city of Apotlonia, purfued his mardi, 
-and pafied over into Afia, where he was joined by all the 
paffes ovir .princes of that country, and among the reft by Deiotarus, 
uf(9 Afia, .yijg Qr retrarch of Galatia, thau^ he had rcfufed to affift 
•Caffius. While Brutus was in A-fia, Caius Antx>niu$, hav- 
ing found means, even in his confinement, to corrupt many 
of his foldiers> attempted to make his efcape; but the plot 
being difcovered, Antonius was more clofely confined, aad 
•the<guihy foldiers forced to take refuge on ^a neighbouring 
hil], where they feemed determined to defend themfelvcsi 
and rather undergo any hardfhips than fubmit to the will 
t$f their officers. Caius Clodius, to whofe cuftody Brutua' 
had committed the feditious prifoner, fearing he might 
raife new dlilurbances, and at length make his efcape, put 

« Plut. in Bruto, Appialn. lib. iv. p. 6*5. & lib. v. p. 675, Dio, 
lib. xlvii. 
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il^ t<|*a(eath-; ^ut whether 6f his own aiithority, Or by Caius An^ 

%mttts*s orders, 5s uncertain (C). " ^^»'«J M 

^Bmtiis, apprehcniire that the death of Antonius might ^^ ^*^'** 

'occ^fioti infurre&ons in Macedon, left Afia, and haftify 
Tcpaired thither- On his arrival, he pat himfelf at the 

'fadad df a legioti, and m«rched againft the mutineers, whom , 

•fee foon forced to fiie for mercy. His oncers prefTed hiiSt Thegrtat 
io punifli' at lead a fmall number of the mutineers, in ord^r ^'f«»'»£r V* 

'Klfdeter others from the like praftices. The general feemed ^''*^*'* 
to*yictd to their importunity ; and having ordered a galfey 
to be got ready, caufed the ringleaders of the late tumult 
to 'be put on board of it, as if he intended to have them 

•thrown into the fea, and drorWned; but in the mean timfe, ^ 

he gave private orders to the commander of the galley to 

*eontey them to fome place of fafety y. 

Brutus, harvingthus quieted all difturbanCes in Macedon, Brutus mm 
tetnitted to Afia, and advanced in all hafte to Smyriia, CaJ/ius 

'wherd he had Appointed to meet Gaffius. "Without all men at 
doubt the interview was tender and interefting. They ^ere ^^V*^ 

Hiot only intimate friends, embarked in the fame important 
.-concern, but tfeeir union was corroborated by the ties of " 
'allbnce ; for GaflSus had married Julia, the fifterof Brutus. 
This meeting could not but be doubly agreeable to both, 

•when they compared their prefcnt flouriihing circumftances 
withthe poor forloi*h condition in which they had quitted 
Italy. Ift the courfe of their deliberations, Brutus propofed 

* that all their forces ftiould be tranfported into Macedonia 
and Theffaly, to make head againft the triumvirs, who ^ 

"would in all probibiHty land their arrhy in one of thofc 

'Countries : but.Caffius was of opinion, that they fliould firft 

' reduce the Rhodians and Lycians, that they might not leave 
two fuch formidable maritime powers, unfubdued, behind 
them ; for both thofe nations had refufed to pay them any 

■ contributions, or to take any part in the war, under pre- 
tence of maintaining' a ft rift neutrality, though it was well 

"'knoi/rn that they had fent fucQOurs fecretly to the triumvirs. 

Brutus readily came into the opinion of Gaffius, who was Refilutlws 

'deemed an officer of great experience. It was therefore taken at 

^agreed, that Brutus ftiould march againft the Lycians, and their iw 
Caffius fail with Jiis fleet againft the Rhodians 5 but as Bru- '''^^'"'^ 

7 Di<x, Ap{>lan, ibid. 

(C) Thus Dio Caffius. But tonius ; and adds, that, on this 
Plutarch tells us, that Brutus account, Antony, having after- 
no fooncr heard the news of Ci- wards taken Hortenfius in the ' 
cero's death, than he fent orders battle of Philippi, flew him oa 
' to Hortenfius to*kiU Caius An- his brother's tou\b. 
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ins had expended ^reat funis in equipping i, fleet, tie i^ 
fired Caflius to ihare with him the immenfe treafure faef had 
amafled in Afia. This demand wa« refented by the friendsi 
of Caflius, who endeavoured to difliiade him from comply-* 
ing with the juft requeft of Brutus, faying^ that it was nqt 
reafonable the money which he had faved with fo much 
parfimony, or got with fo much envy, fhould be difpofed 
of to enrich Brutus's foldiers, and to, make him populsvr- 
But Caflius was prevailed upon to give him a third part of 
the treafure he had amafled by every fpecies of extortion ** 
The Rhodians, in order to avert the impending ftorm^ 
fent ambaifadors to Caflius, to difluade him from com- 
mencing hoftilities againft a nation, which, though very 
powerful at fea, was willing to obferve the moft fcrupuIou9 
neutrality during the prefent difputes. But he plainly told 
them they had nothing to expe£t hyii war and invafion, un- 
lefs they would efpoufe his caufe, and join him immedi- 
ately with their fleet. They fent a fecond erobafly in the 
(>erion of Arcbelaus, who had been his mafter when he ftu-< 
died at Rhodes, and, now conjured him by their ancient 
friendfliip to fpare his country ; but Cafliu^ remained deaf' 
to' all his reraonflirances, and the Rbodians> thus repuKed, 
began to make preparations for war. 

They fent their admirals, Alexander and Mnafeas, to fea 
with a fleet of three and thirty (hips of war» which failing 
in with the fquadron of Caifius commanded by Statius 
Murcus, ofi^ Cnidos, a brittle enfued, atid was long main- 
tained with equal valour on both fides \ but at length the 
ne Kh* Rhodians were worfted, and obliged to retire with confi- 
dians derable lofs. Caflius, Sivho beheld the difpute from a neigh- 

nnorjied bouring mountain, immediately embarked his forces at Lo- 
otfta. ryma, a maritime town of Caria,. oppofite to the ifland of 
Rhodes, where his army landing, fortified themfelves, while 
he, with a fleet of eighty (hips of war, blocked up the city 
City of by fea. The Rhodians hazarded a naval engagement once 
Rhoda mors ; but being defeated again, their city was invefted 
taken. ^^^ taken, after a flioi't but vigorous refiftance. 

On this occafioni Caflius indulged his natural difpofitioH) 
which was equally cruel and rapacious. The inhabitants^ 
feeing him mafter of the place, flocked to him from all 
quarters, calling him their king and mafter; but Caflius, 
abhorring thofe titles, ** I am neither your king nor mafter, 
(faid he), but the deftroyer of a tyrant, who would have 
^een your king and mafter.*' He then caufed a tribunal to 
be raifed in the market-place, and feating himfelf on it, 

s Plat, in Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 626* Dio,lib. xlvii. p. 346. 
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Ihrkb a fpe^r fkn%cA b«fort hifti, comtnatiiH fiftf of thd Cajluf 
cvdaeiis to b€ pot to death in his prefence. He condemned tnatj the 
terentf^re to perpetual exile ; ne plnndeced all the tern*. ^^^^^^"^ 
pies; cdmfHanded indMduals to bring him all their geld, '^^y^'^*' 
filver^ ^nd v>al«aUe eflb£b, caufing thofe to die by the 
kand of tbc cditimon dkeeiuioner wbo were convided of 
liaving jfeereted anf part of thei-r wealth } encouraging ia« 
formers with rewards, and offering liberty' to thofe Saves 
who iiioiiki, lathis inftance, betray their mafters. By thefe 
infiimoua mean« he raifed, over and abavo the plutuier of 
the temples, the (urn of eight thoufand talents, at the ex« 
pence of private citizens. Having thus reduced and pii« 
kged the city of Rhodes, he returned to the continent, 
leafvinff Lucius Varus with a ftrong garrifon on the iiland, 
to exacl a fine of five hundred talents more* On the con* 
tineAt be was informed, that Cleopatra had left Egypt, and 
failed with a »i»mef>otts fleet to join Antony and Ociavia'> 
BUS. tJpon this intelligence, he fent Statius Mtircus with 
fixty Alps of war, and a legion on board, to cruiie oS the 
eoaft of Peloponnefus, with orders to pillage that rich coun* 
tfv, wMi keep near the promontory of Ttenarus, in hopes 
et meeting with Cleopatra's fleet ; but her navy was dif* atopatra*$ 
' perfed by a violent fiorm, and oioft of her (faips were daihed A^^ ^^A 
to pieees on the coaft of Africa ; which misfprtune obliged P^^'^h 
her t» return home, and lay afide for the prefent all thoughts ^"^^^ 
of aAftIng the triumvirs. Caffius, having now no enemies 
behkid bini, began his march to rejoin &ittus, obliging all 
die proTinees of Afia, as he paflfed through them, to pay^ 
widieut the leaft abatement, ten years taxes. 

While Caflius was thus employed againft the Rhodians^ 
Bmtns carried the war into Lycia, agreeable to the fchem^ 
concerted betvireen him and his colleague. Before he be* 
I gaa hoftilides, he feat to the Lycians, to demand a fupply 
I of meia and money, which was refufed : at the fame time, 
! they took meafures f(Nr fecuring their frcmtiers. i but their 
I detachments being driven from their pods, he entered their 
I dominions with his army, reduced all their townsand open 
•villages % and finally invefted their capital Xanthus, which 
^ras reekoned one of the ftrongeit cities of Afia. The in- 
habitants were as great enthufiafts for liberty as Brutus him- 
felf oranj of his confederates; but it does not appear that 
the dtftroyer of tyrants paid them any regard on this a4» 
eouQt 3 on the contrary, he refolved to reduce them to fla- 
very ; and they determined to maintain their independ- 
jsaey to the 1^ extremity. In a wordi Brytus carric4 
oa his o^pi^atioAS with great vigour^ and the Xantbi- 
ans defended themfelves with the nuaft okftiaate valour. 
VpL. XII. F • Finding, 
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Finding, howetrer, that all their (kill and braverv ^itrere i&^ 
fu£Eicient to prote^ them againft the efieds of tne Roman 
machines, which had made feveral breaches in their waU$f 
they endeavoured by various means to efcape flavery« Some 
attempted to fave themfelves by diving under water ; but 
thefe unhappy wretches were caught in nets fpread for the 
purpofe. They had recourfe to a general fally, hoping to ' 
make their way through the befiegers, and efcape to the 
mountains i but the humane Brutus, fufpeding their defign^ 
laid an ^mbu(h for thofe miferable people, who were flaugh- 
tered without mercy. Thus driven to defpair, the Xanthi- 
ans had nothing farther in view than to fell their lives as dear 
as poflible to the Romans. They repeated their faUies;.and 
fet fire to the engines of the enemy. In one of their re« 
treats, a body of two thoufand Romans entered with them 
pell-mell ; and muft have periflied had not a company of 
Oenoandes, in the fervice of Brutus, found means, by climbs 
ing a deep rock, to get into the city, and open a poftem. by 
which the Roman army was admitted. Their introduc* 
tion was facilitated >by a conflagration produced from forae 
fparks blown by a high wind from the machines which had 
been fet on fire. In this emergency Brutus, fearing the 
whole city might be deftroyed, ordered his foldiers to lay 
afide all thoughts of revenge,^ and affift the inhabitants in 
Thedejpi' quenching the fire; but the Xanthians, feized with a kind 
rati nfolu' q{ frenfy, to drive away the foldieri who came to their af- 
^^infhiMs ^^^^^^ 5 "*y> ^^^y tbcmfelves, gathering together reedsy 
' wood, and other combuftible matter, fpread the fire over 
tlie whole city. Brutus, feeing the flame blaze out in a 
^oft frightful manner, and extremely defirous of favingthe 
place, mounted his horfe, and riding round the M{alls« 
ftretched forth his hand to the inhabitants, begging of them 
that they would fpare their own lives and fave the town (D)*. 
But his entreaties were not regarded ; the Xanthians were 
immoveably determined not to ou^tlive the lofs of their li-^ 
berty. 
It^anas Some of them killed their wives, their ehildren, and their 
•f the fury .flave6,and then leaped into the flames. Not onlf the men^ 
Anddijpair jj^ the women, and even the children, ran, like wild beafta^ 
^theXan- ^^ ^^ enemy's fwords, or threw themfelves headlong from 
thjC top of the walls. Some children were feen offering 
•their throats, or opening their breads to their fathers' fwords» 
•and begging they would take away that life which they had 

(D) He might have had the wretched inhabitants to efcape 

town entire with all its treafure, to the mountains, when they 

and fome praife for his cle- made a general fally with that 

' mency, had he allowed the intent. 

• . . ^iven. 
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0vdl. When the city was almoft wholly reduced td aihe#» 
a ^bman was found, who had hanged beifelf, ttrith h^r 
young child faftened to her heck, and the tbrcb in her hand, 
with which file had fet (irt to her bwii houfe. When this 
was related to Brutiis, he is faid to have burft into tears^ " 
and proclaimed a reward to any foldier who ihould fare a 
^nthiah } but, with all his care, he c6uld only preferve 
one hundred and fifty, and thofe iiitlch ^gaiuft their incli- 
i)ation *. . 

Froni Xanthiis Briittis led hid afnly agaihft Pitara, an^ Bnttut en* 
other city of Lycia ; biit knowing that cruelty arid dppref- ^^^'wiwrs 
fion were bad recdmmehdacibhs of a man vl'ho profefled JJ^^'* ^ 
jiimfelf the patron of liberty, he feht deputies, defiring the ^ »m//# ' 
inhabitants would fubmit, without obliging him to treat mtthoib^ 
them as he had treated the Xanthians. They anfwered, 
that they chofe to die like brave men, rather than purchafe 
life at the expence of liberty. Then the Roman generaly. 
tried to intimidate them into fubmiffion by caufing the mi** 
ferable remains of the Xanthians to be fold as (laves Under 
their walls. But this expedient ferved only to render them 
more obftinately determined to preferve themfelves free to 
the lafft extremity. 

Accident, however, performed >*rhat all his remonftranccs ^^^^ 
could not efFedl : one of his {Parties, in fcouring the coun- ^"Sjj^fi^: 
try, happened to meet fonle 6f the chief women of Patara^ ^^' *' 
whom they took prifoners, and carried to Brutus, who im-* 
mediately difmiffcd them without ranfom. Thefe return* 
ing into the city, and extolling the clemency, juftice, and 
temperance of Brutus, prevailed upon their hufbands and 
relations, who were all leading men, to fubmit, and deli* 
Ver the city into his hands (£). 

Brutus, having reduced all Lycia, left that country, and 
entered Ionia, where he found the rhetorician TheodotuSf 
who had been the counfellor and caufe of Fompey's death. 
This infamous, mifcreant had fled from Egypt on the arri« 
val of Caefar at Alexandria, and, (ince that time, wandered 
about an Afia from town to town, hated and abhorred by 
all men. Brutus no (boner knew he was in Ionia, than he 

* Plut. in Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. ^sj^^Sjs, 

(E) Plutarch tells us, that Rhodians. Appian writes^ tha^ 

the Roman general exacted only Brutus, after the example of 

a hundred and fifty talents of Caffius, ordered the Patarenfe9> 

the whole nation; a very incon« on pain of death, to bring bim 

fidetable furo, if compared with all their gold and filver, pro- 

that of eicbt tboufahd talents, miiing rewards to fuch as (hould 

which Camus, extorted from the difcover any bidden treafures. 
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Thgod9tut t'aufcd tiim to be fcized, and facrificed to the mafics tjf t!l< 
puttodfatk lUuftrious Roman ^ iTits memofaMe a£l of juftice wa^ 
^^•'*"*' |;r^atly applauded by every honfeft Roman, and all tbitf 
princes ol Afia, who bad a great veneration for Aetnerfiof]^ 
of Pompey. From Ionia, BrutuS mstrched into Lydia, and 
ftopping at Sardis, the metropolis of that country, waited ^ 
there fot CaflSus, who, after the reduction of Rhddes, was, 
by agreement, to rejoin hiih in the tteighbourhoofd of that 
Jiruhts wut city. When Caffius approached, Brutus went forth to re* 
^i^**' , ceive jiioj 5 and their -meeting was celebrated by the loud 
Hfjj. fliouts and acclamations of their armies, who fafuted them 
' * Both- with the title of imperator. After mutual compli-* 
ments and congratulations, they retired to a private apart* 
inent, in order to fettle fomc differences which had arifent 
va'^^a" betwixt them, from niotives of jealoufy and difttuft. Cer- 
iwtenthl .^*^^" *^ *^> ^^^7 diCp'ufed with great warmth, reproaching and 
two gent' accuGng each other with the moft acrimonious expreffions, 
rah. and at laft burfting out into tears. Their friends, who ftood 

without, hearing thetn fo loud and ang^y, began to be 
afraid their quarrel would be attended with dangerous cqn- . 
Sequences -, but they durft not interrupt them, having been 
forbid to enter the room. Notwithftanding this prohibi- 
tion, M. Favonius, who valued himfelf more upon a cyni- 
cal liberty of fpeaking •\^hat he pleafed, than upon the dig- 
nity of a fenator, breaking through the attendants, cntetcd 
the room, and, without knowing the fubjefl: of the difpute, 
pronounced with a theatrical tone, a verfe which Homer 
puts in the mouth of Neftor, fignifying, ^ Be ruled ; for 1 
am elder than you both." Caffius langhed at hisbuffbonei*y ; 
but Brutus, otfehded at his tntruGon, thrufl: him o^, call- 
ing him a dog, in allufion to his (t(kj and a counterfeit phi- 
loiopher. This incident, however, put an end to the dif- 
pute ; Caffius provided a fupper that night, aftid BriitUS in- 
vited his friends to it. Favonius came ill, and took thfe 
moft honourable place, though Brutus told him, that he v^afc 
i^ot invited; but, after all, he <Hvefted the company 5 and 
the entertainment was feafoned witli many falhes bf wit 
and pleafantry ^, . 

Mrnius^s Next d^y Brutus, upon the acoufation of the injiabitants 

^^^*{y* of Sardis, publicly condemned and branded with infamy Lu- 
chis Pella, who had been formerly cen^» and«ft&n em- 
jSoyed by Brutus himfelf in offices of 'truft, for 'having em- 
bezzled the'publfc money. This fenecwce offended Caffius, 
who but a fe\V days before Tiad publicly aWbivda fW^ of Ms 
own ffierids, and continued then^ in thchriofcce^, though 

* ftui. In 1^^P» & Biuto. ' ^ Plut. Itn Brttto. 

accufed 
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^C€fx^ of the fomex^me. Hie 4iiW CQiu;p?l Ws fcptir 
mejMf <^ t^if bcald irom Brutus, whon^ t^e chid for beipg 
•qp r%pi!0^vily juO:, wbe» their inter^ft required fpiTie re- 
V»X4^9l9r In aQfuprer to this leprpacb^ BrutUiS reminded hin^ 
of the ide« of M^r^h^ t^e day on whicfh they l\^d j^illed Css- 
fer, ;5ivfe9 himfelf neither ve4C^ qor opprcfled mankindj but 
was .the fupport of thofe wljip did. ne defired him to cgn- 
|l4ery 'th»t u j-uftice could bq ncglefted under any colour oj- 
pretepce, it Iji^d twien better ;q have fufFercd the jnjuftice of 
Caefiur!f f jj^ndf , than to give impunity to their Qwn ; " Fox 
then (Xaid he) we could have been accufed of cpwardicQ 
oulyi whereas now^ if we connive at the inji^fticc of others, 
ve wt^ ourielyes liable to the fame accufation^ and (har<; 
with ii^m in the guilt *.'* 

Tb^.twp^CpuhUcaQ jgenerals^ being now mailers of alt 
the eaftem provinces^ from Macedon ^o the£uphrate$> after 
fcta^ii confultationiy refolved to march frqip Sardis tQ 
Abfdtts^ aodcrofling theHelletppnt, advanqe into MacedoQ 
againil Antony and Qdaviapus,' who, notwith.fta;iding the ^^*^j^ 
oppqQtioh they had met with from Statius IVjIurcus, bad ^^^j^- 
tr^fpoxted their troopsi, without the lofs of one finglefhip, ^J^^^ 
to jOyrrachinm. Frpm thence they detached Oecidius Saxa^, Macedw. 
aod Caijis Nocbanijs, with eight legions^ to fei^e on the; 
ftre^ts leading from 'thracelntoMacedoni in order tp pre* 
?cot Brutus and Caffius ravaging the country, before they 
l^ad filled their magazines* Brutus and Caffius, upon the 
$rjft iqtelligence of tbefe motions^ left Sardis, and marched 
rapi41y tp Abydus, where they had appointed the Lyciau 
fleet to meet them, and trapfport their forces frpm Afia in^ 
to £urope. It was on this march that Brutus, is reported 
lo have feen a ghoft or fpeflx^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^« - 

Plutarch tells us, that as he fat alone mufing in his tent Story if an 
at midnight, with a dim light burning before him, he heard| ^tfifff^ipp 
on a fiidden, an unufual noife at the door, whicli fl^ w ppen^ 
Brutus^ cafting his eye towai^ds the place whence the noife 
came^ faw a terrible and flri^i^e figure conning tQwgrds bini 
^thout Ipcaking } but he und^iMitedly addrejQed the fpeftrQ, 
ailing it, " What art thou ? a god, ox; ^ man ? or upo^ 
vhat. bufinefs doft thou cpVMt to us ?" /^ I apfi (f;aid ih^ 

flioft) tinr evil genius, Brutus ; thou.ihalt fee me again near 
^bilippi. Brutus, without betraying tljie leaft fear, an^ 
V^f d boldly, " Well, I will fee thce-there f upon wh jcb 
reply the apparition vaniflied. Brutus immediately Called 
kia j^^mts, yrbo declaredrtbey l^ad peither feen nor beard 
aoy thing. He eontinued watchii^g the reil of the night, 

<.I)iit.JnBruto« 

F 3 . and 
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and as foon as it was day, wient to giye an account of tM$t 
ilrange event to Cafliasi who juftly afcribed the vifion to 
a perturbation of mind, occafioned bjr long watching an<| 
anxiety. He then accounted phyfic^ily for the apparitios 
from the Epicureap philofophy, to which be adhered. 
BmtMsund Both generals purfued their march to Abydus, and cr/off- 
Cajfimspaft ing the Hellcfpont, took their route through Thrace, with 
£^pi^ a defign to diflodge Saxa and Norbanus, who had feized 
. the pafTes between that country and Macedon (F). • Upon 

their arrival in Thrace, they were joined by Rhafcypplis, a 
petty king of (hat country, who, at the\bead of three thou- 
(and horfe, conduced them, through private roads, to the 
place where the two generals of the trimnvir? were encamp- 
ed with eight legions. There Brutus and Csiffiqs thought 
it advifeable, before they attempted to force the paffes which 
were guarded by fuch a numerous body of the enemy, to 
Thty r#. review their forces, pffer a facrifice for the fuccefs" of their 
fviiw tifHr arms, and remind their foldiers of thejufticeofthecaufein 
fsrw i which they were engaged. Both armies pafTed in review 
before the two generals, and were found to confiil of eighty 
thoufand foot, and twenty thoufaqd horfe, including Ilo«, 
mans and au;ciliaries. A facrifice was thep pffered with 
the utmoft folemnity, and innumerable viflims were killed. 
When this ceremony was over, the two generals appeared 
on a tribunal erefted for the purpofe, having on tbeir right 
iiand the Roman fenators and magiftrat^s of their party, 
and on the \^h the foreign kings and princes who had joined 
them. Caffius took upon him to harangue. ' After Havingr 
enlarged on the juftice of their caufe, the unheard-of cruel- 
ties committed by the triumvirs in Italy, and the mifcrable 
condition to which Rome was reduced, he concluded with, 
informing them, that Brutus and he had agreed to give 
mni^Jhi^ }mnf)edia^ely two thoufand five hundred drachmas to each 
i^JmUL, foldier, five thoufand to each centurion, and double tha| 
fum to each tribune. This intimation could not but be 
agreeable to the army ; nothing was heard but (houts of 

Joy and loud acclamations, the foldiers and officers fl:riving 
o outdo each other in proteftationsof fidelity, and. an inviol? 
lible attachment to the intereft of their leaders. The mo- 
ney was immediately drftributed, and befides, confiderable 
prefents were made to the officers and commanders, of the 
Ibreign troops ; fo that the whole army marched with great 

(F) Plutarch't^lls us, that, o|i tended the army, and were fbd 

their march, two eagles fiew to by the foldiers ti)l they came ta 

Iheiji, and, lighting upon the two Philippi, where, the day before 

foremofi enfigns, continually at- the battle, they diiapoeared. 

alacritf 
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.alacrity towards the plain of Oricum, which was bounded 
towards Macedon by the ftraits we have mentioned before. 
NorbanttS, upon the firft notice of the enemy's march, dit 
patched an exprefs to Decidius, who guarded the coaft qf the 
•Melaiegulf, intreating that officer to join him immediately. 
The tyiro bodies, thus united, pofted themfelves fo advan« 
tageoufly in the narrow pafies, that it feemed impoffible to 
diflodge them. 

Brutus being thus anticipated, confulted with Rh&fcupo** 
lis, who being well acquainted with that country, told him 
there was another paflage over the mountains ; but that 
they could not go that way in lefs than three days, and be- 
€des, would meet with no water during their march ; bujt 
if they could take water with them, he engaged toconduA 
them the fourth day to the river Arpefius, which was but 
one day's march from the city of Philippi, by ways unknown 
even to the wild beads. This expedient was adopted ; the Thi^gti 
foldiers provided themfelves with water; and the generals hii^nmdthi 
trufting entirely to the condu£l of Rhafcupolis, be^an their ^S^^^f ^ 
march, Bibulus, fon-in*law to Brutus, marching with the a^^JL 
Thracian prince in the van, and Brutus and Caffius bring* tht ntmj | 
ing up the rear. The hardfliips they undelrwent on their 
■route can hardly be expreffcd. The fourth day they were 
ready to fall upon Rhafcupolis, fufpe£ting him of treachery, 
when their fpies difcovering the river, teftified their joy to 
the harafied troops with loud fhouts, which were aniwered 
by the whole army, and heard even in the camp of Nor- 
banus and Saxa, who thereupon abandoned their pod, and lu,;^^ ahan* 
retired precipitately, to Amphipolis, that they might not be don that / 
furrounded. At the fame time they difpatched an exprefs P^fi* 
to Antony and Odavianus, acquainting them, that the 
enemy had paiTed the ftreights, and were advancing towards 
the frontiers of Macedon. In confequence of this intelli- 
gence Antony, to prevent the enemy from pofleffing them- Anttmy ar» 
(elves of Amphipolis on the Strymon, which the triumyirs riyesvtitk 
deiigned to make their place of arms, quitted the neighbour- ^^1^^^' 
hood of Dyrrachium, and, by long marches, reached Am- pi^i^j ^f 
phipolis. His arrival was fo fudden, and his march fo ex- Philippu 
peditious, that Brutus and Caffius could not believe he was 
come, till they faw his vanguard advancing into the plains 
oi Philippi (G). In this plain, at a fmall diftance from the 

city, 

(G) This city, famous for fpeaking, to Thrace; but it 
the battle which was fought placed, by moft geographera, 
here, and for the epiftle which m Macedon, purfuant to the 
St. Paul afterwards wrote to its divifion which obtained ' ever 
inhabitants, belonged, properly fince the time of Philip the 

F 4 father 
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fruius and citf^-vhk t tfGng-«grouiid, and there AnitiiB eiltreiiclied Miftv 
Caffiuspcft £eif, while Caffins tocA: po^effion of a poft equaUj ^Aru&i 
ihtm/elvej tageons, about three miles from Bmtus's cwxp^ andnfearer 
giot^^lm **** ^^** '^W ^^^^ ^^ ^ communJcation fnwn one <»iRip 
m/am ^ ^^ other, and built a ftrong wall, which coYdvd die h»- 
/AiHr* ^rval between the entrefidmeots \ io that thef co«ld fi0t 
4iave wifted for a moxe advantageous fituation, havitis the 
p]ains of ]l?hilippi before them, the Strymon and mmtk cm 
their left, the ftreight^ of Topiris on their right, aad.befaind 
them the fea, by which means they could be eafily fttppUei 
^ith all manner of prorifioRS from Afia and Sicily, vhich 
ffland was in the hands of young Fompey *. 
. Antony was informed at Amphtnolis of ths it^aiitage6iB 
, fituationof the enemy ; hut neverthelefs, hariii^ icftin tlKtt 
leity one legion, under Ae command of Fhinriiia^ iie a6- 
Tanced boldly into the pUin^ and eticamped in fight of the 
lepublican generals ; bnt did not attempt ktfiy thing till the 
B0a9m^ arrival of O^tavianns^ m\so ioiifed h«m ten daya aftw^ hanw 
SXr^' ing been detained at Dyrfochiwm by a tfitcf fickaefii* The 
tr^dps. army of &rQtusand€afl)tts ^nfflkid of nintetfn legions, 
iftokktr tf and tw<enty tho«fand horfe, sndthat of the trinmnrs of tlie 
the troops fame n«mbet ctf legiona, hut more coinpletCi and thirteei) 
of both ar* thdtifand horft J fo thit the forces of Tjoth -parties wei« 
**"• pretty equal \ btit the troops of Brutus far excdHedthdfe of 

^the triumvirs in the richnefs trf their apparel and arms, 
which were for the moft part adorned with gold and £lver. 
Antony lay encamped oppoiite to Cafiius, aixi firutds 
pver-againft Oftavianus. The latter did nothing worth itv 
lating ; but Antony wa^ continually haraffing theenfemy^ in 
^hitrhm-^ order to draw them to a battle ; for the forces df thetriiun* 
wrs begin ^jrg began very foon to be diftreiied for tvant of prortGonSi 
irXlffiw/ having only Macedon and Thrace open to them^ fi«ceR>m« 
' P^y> Murcus, and Ahenobarbus had, with . their feveral 
fleets, cut off all communication with Africa, Spain, and 
' Italy. On the other hand Brutus and Caffius received daily 
fupplies from Afia und Sicily, and had amaffcd ^eat fiore 
of neceflaries in the fteighboaring city of Neapolis, and in 
the ifland of Thafou, whence they were conveyed, without 
the leaft danger^ to their refpciftive camps. Antony, in- 
deed, attempted to cut off their communication with the 
fea, by Opening a pailage through the tnarlh which h^ he- . 
tween them and the (bore ; and complete^ this great and 

« Plut. in prut. Appian. Hb. iv. p. 4.^0. 

' father of Alexander, who, ancient boundary of Macedflh, 
having reduced the country hr- and the Neflus or Ncftus, added 
'• ^Jgbetweco the Suymon, %nc it 10 hi» her^dStary kingdom. 

bold 
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|»9ld iiiklcrtakit^lMiQiietKeeiienyh^jiotm 
but Caffitts no iboner faw> to his great furprLze>.caftle6 and 
f arrets appearing among the reeds, thaffi^ . witli incredible 
kb^ttf^ b« drew a line cxois the marib fri^oCi Jus ,pmp ^ite 
tfftl^ feai and ibrtif^ing it with towcrS and caules at pro-> 
fer diftafices^ maintained^ notwithfibnxiing Antony- 8 utmoU 
fffonSi a free comiHuaiOation with jthe /e^, and the citlcff 
6iid»eooaft. Ifi tke raean time Tiiracie and Macedonbekf 
giute fcxhauftedyihe aBmecous tpoqps of the triumvirs wert 
da% m gi%a^r want of necciknes^ with which thofe coun- 
tciee could ao ion^r Aipply them. This fcarcity made 
Antony ej^tremely d^^us of coming to a battle i which 
ibe^neMyi for that itery 4rcafon^ carefully avoided. 

Had tiiey «coatiniied in tliis rerokition^ the triumvirs 
moft cidber have r^^r^ated -to^ Dyrrachium, and from thence 
fesurned <to Italy^ s^r attempted to force the ftrong Intrench*- 
0ioiits, wMch| in all probability, would have proved fatal 
|o ithem I hut firutufi fioqn changed his opinion^ and^ in a 
CCMincil of war, which con£fted.of all the chief officers of 
ihe VLUnj^ dsckred^ that he was for putting the whole t9 Brutus ium 
the ifliie of a general engagement, that fb he. might either <^vedi9 
jfdkiFe RoflCke to her fSw-mcr liberty, or elfe deliver from fi^^* ^^ 
42ieir mifery io maay nations, who were haraffed with the ^op^iJu^ 
'ei^iices, lEoubles, and dangers^ of the war, Caffius^ very c^gm* 
fMiwiUing to pu| all to the hazard of a battle, enlarged on 
^he had poftune of the enemy^s affairs^ on their want of , 
provifions, and on the extremities to wlxich they mufl be / 

iiN>B reduced. Erutus yielded to his reafona^ and both ge- 
4»»&l8 kc^ clofe in their intrenchments, deCpifing the bra- 
jflid^es of Antony, who advanced every day with his army 
\ lis batudU to the very gates of their camp \ but In the mean 
fime the undifeermng foldiery be^an to complain, and 
'ikfcri)te to cowardice the.prudentmeafures of tbeir. generals; 
4hey e^n defetted in troops to the enemy, a circumftance 
which, together with the advantaged the light-horfe of the 
repisblican generate had gained in feveral (kirmKhes, in« 
clined Brutus again to venture an engagement. 

Clrffiutt ftitl oppofed this meafure; hut moft of the officers, "" 
fearing a general defertion, changed their opinions to that 
of Brutus; fo that a general enjagcment was agreed to by Agtnend 
a great majority, to which Camus himfelf yielded at laft, "^1^5?'*' 
after having foletnnly declared, that he was ftill of a con- S^J^/y !^ 
trary opinioia. Before thex:ouncil broke up, it was refolv- thi tfficeru 
«d to give battle nei^t day* Brutus that night invited his 
friends to an entertainment, at which he appeared very 
chearful, and full of hope, idiverting his guefts wkh learned 
difcourfes till he weqt to reft* ^ 0»ffius fuffted privately 

with 
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with a few of his moft intimate friends, and, during the 
repaft, appeared thoughtful and filent, contrary to his tem<* 
per and cuftom (H), 

Next morning by break of day a fcarlet coat of armoury 
aihong the Romans the fignal of battle, was expofed on the 
tents of the two generals, who, while the troops were pre- 
paring to march out of their intrenchments, met in the 
Wkmtpaff'^ middle fpace between the two camps. Caffius, defirous to 
gd between know what Brutus intended to do, in cafe fortune ChoUld 
Caffi^^T' P*"^^^ their enemy, addreflcd him, at their firft meeting, 
fore the " thus : ** The gods grant, O Brutus, that we may now over* 
kaitie^ come our enemies, and pafs the reft of our days together 
in repofe and profpcrity ! but, fince the greateft of human 
concerns are the moft uncertain, and fince it wiU be very 
difficult for us to fee one another again, if the fuccefs of 
the battle (hould not anfwer our expediation, tell me, what 
are you determined to do, to fave yourfelf by flight, or to 
die r" Brutus anfwered, «* When I was young, Caffius, aftd 
unfkilful in affairs, I condemned Cato for laving violent 
hands on himfelf, thinking it irreligious in itlelf, and un- 
worthy of a man, to quit the poft in which Providence 
has placed him, and not to take and bear patiently what* 
ever the gods are pleafed to fend him. But my prcfent fitua- 
tion has made me alter my opinion; fo that, if Providence 
ihall not difpofe*^what we now undertake according to owr 
wifhes, 1 am refolved to make no farther attempts, nor 
preparations for war, but to die contented with my fortune | 
for I facrificed my life to the fervice of my country on the 
ides of March, in recompence for which I have ever fince 
lived with liberty and honour ^ At thefe words Caffius fmil- 
cd ; and tenderly embracing him, ** With thefe noble fenti*- 
ments (faid he), let us advance boldly againft the enemy; for 
cither we {hall conquer, or have no caufe to fear thofe who 
do." After this explanation, they confultcd with their 
friends about the order of battle. Brutus defired of Caffius, 
that he might command the right wing ; a requeft which 

' Piotarcb. in Bruto. Appian. Hb,iv, P*^5S* ^55* I^o* ^^* xlvH. 

(H) Valerius MefTala, who Pompey the Great was before 

fupped with him, tells us, that me, to expofe the liberty of the 

as Caffius rofe from the table,. Roman people to the hazard of 

he took him by the hand ; and, one battle : yet we ought to 

prcffing it clofe, in token of his take courage, relpug on for- 

good'will and affe<5liony ** Bear tune, which it were unjufi to 

witnefs for me, Meifala, (faid miflruft, though we have take^i 

he to him in Greek) that I am bad mesifureSft 



forced, in the ianie manner as . 
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«ras ^eadiljr granted bim^ though it was thought a poft moro 
fit for Caffiusy in refpeA both of his aee and experienced 
Caffius even placed Meflala in the lame wing, at the 
head of his beft legions, ordering him to affift and fup^rt 
Brutus. 

The two generals, having drawn up their men in battalia, 
inarched ou^ of their intrench men ts, and advanced in good 
order into the plain, where the army of the triumvirs wait- 
ed for them in battle-array. Antonr commanded the right 
wing, and 0£tavianus conducted trie left ^ but the latter OSa^uHh 
withdrew juft before the charge was given, occafioned by t nus retiri$ 
dream which his phyfician, Artorius^had the preceding night* ^^f ^^ 
Brutus, before he began the charge, font to ail the com- '^'^^ 
manders tickets, with the parole, or word of battle, whicb^ 
according to fome, was Liberty, according to others, Apollo | 
and rode through the ranks, exhorting his foldters to be^ 
have with their ufual bravery. They were fo animated by 
his fpeech, that few of them had patience to (lay for the 
word of command to charge ; but, before it cou4d be given, Mrut$u*s 
ruflied with loud ihouts upon the enemy. This impetuofity w« chargg 
caufed great confufion in the army, the legions being feat- **«'**'^ 
tered and feparated from one another. Meflala, at the head •''^"' 
of his legions, inftead 6{ attacking the enemy in front, took 
t compafs about. Having put in diforder fome ranks in Defeat tkg 
the rear of Odavianus, and killed a fmall number of his f^^f^f^ 
men, he fell upon his camp, and, entering it fword in ^fij^^^ 
hand, made a dreadful havock. In particular, he put to their rami* 
the fword two thoufand Lacedsemonians, who were lately 
come to the affiftance of Odiavianus. The foldiers pierced 
the Utter in which Odlavianos ufed to be carried on account 
pf his indiipofition ; whence a report was fpread, and for 
fome tiipe believed^ that he was flain. In the mean time 
Brutus, charging the enemy in front, eafily put them to 
flight, as they were in great conftemation at the lofs of 
their camp, cut three whole legions in pieces on the fpot, 
and purfued the fugitives with dreadful ilaughter, the plain 
being, to a great diftance, (Ire wed with dead bodies. Thus 
was the enemy's left wing entirely defeated by the brave 
Brutus, who, as 0£tavianus was no-where to be found, 
begai^ to believe, that the republic was delivered from the 
worft of her tyrants. He was confirmed in this belief by 
fome of his foldiers, who a(rerted, that they had killed 
Odavianus, (hewed him their fwords all bloody, and de- 
fcribed his age and perfon K Brutus took a. great many of 
the enemy's en(igns, and three eagles. 

I Piut. in Bruto. Flor. lib. iv. cap. 7. VclL Paterc. lib. ii. cap. 70. 

Brutus, 



. BrUlita> by tsngagifig too far in the purf^i^ le£t the vui|^ 

9¥hich Caffius comma&ded^ nalkdj s^nd. fep^rated from tW 

nt Uft left of the army. Amoay, whQ we)l biew bow to take .ad« 

*"^^?r JWitage of this ov^figbl;, charge4 the enemy ip front, aa4 

C^J ^- ^' ^^^ ^'^"^^ ^^"^^ detached fom^ legions, with orders ^ 

feattdland i^i>fdthe itiarih^ and fall upon their dank, which, wa^ left 

hh iomf open and unguarded. The firft ftock was terrible : Aut 

l«lr». toay# according to iom^ writcrs^ retired iitfo the mard^ to 

»Toid the fury of it» AMid did not again appear till the. enenay 

^ b^an to give ground. Be that as it m^y,. both parties fought 

) vritfa aa unparalleled bravery s^ refolutioa. /AAtony> 

trooper notwitibAanding their uunojft effbrt^i could. jnaJ« 

'^ x» impreffion upon Qaffius's front \ Jbut in tb^ nieskn tjimc 

ths detached legions, having opened 9 pj»£[age tbroi^ tbf? 

IQiarfl), fell unexpe(9:edjy upon his fiaak, aad^ jiiter along 

md vigQfotts refift^nce, p«t them to tbfs rout. Tb^ rm^^f 

^wt^-fled to fiietr caqop^ whither the triwnyir^e .men {>m^ 

liicdthem, and, finding it weakly guairdf4i: Quickly «^ad|$ 

* themfelves matters of it« This difafterocca&onedfo general 

M ooafternation in die reft of the adrmy» who <ftill maintain'r 

ed their ground in the plain with gceat itttrq[iidity, thai 

^ firft the caviihy, and .afterw:ard8 the foot, began to give 

way, and fly towajrd^ the fea. Cafljius 09 ^s oecafion did 

ftH that- could be expected from a s»m of c^^urag e« H^ rtm 

turned feveral times to the chaise, 9^ tbf head of iua 

guards, and the few men he co^ld f aUy ; and,, fnatcbing 

an enfign out of the hand of the ftaadardrbe^er* who fled» 

carried it bimfelf : but, being no longer able to keep toi 

gcther even his prsetoria«i bandt or gus^rdsw he was forcedl 

to retire, with a fmaU number of at^ada0ts» to a rifing- 

ground near the city of Fhilippi ^. 

Brutus, believing be had gained a copnp)e(e yi£kpry, was 
teading back his troops, loaded with plunderi when, cafting 
liis eyes upon that of Caffius$ he was.furprifed, that he could 
not perceive any tents ftanding, not even th^ .general's, 
ift^hich ttfed to appear, at a great diftance, above the reft* 
Some who were about him, and had a more quick and dif- 
eerning fight,, acquainted him that tbey diftinguiftted a great 
many arms Aining about bis tent, and filver targets moving 
to and fro, which, they thought, cot^ not belong tp.thofe 
who had beoi left to guard the ca^ip*. On the other fide, 
there did. not appear fp many dead -bodies about the place, 
as would have been after the defeat of fo many legions* 
However,. Brutus, fui^e^ling Caffius's misfortune, left a 
fufficient guard in the eiiemy's camp, recalled his troops 

A Plut. in Brutp, 

from 



fitotn iht purfult, and marched with all poflible espedidoti 
tb tti^ relief of h w colleagtie, who, frorti the top of the hiU 
whither he ^lad retired, difcovered nothing, as he waa 
ftiort-fightfed, except the deftf uAk>n of his camp, and even 
that in a confufed manner ; bat thofe who were with him, 
acquainted him, that they faw a great body of horf& moving 
towards htm. As Caffina knew nothing of the vi£fcory and' 
march of Bnitus, he took them to be ^ party of the enemy 
fent in purfait of him. However* he crdeted out Titinius, Brufus 
one of his mod intimate friends, to get more certain intel- marchts 
Hg^tTCC. Asfoon2t«Bfutus*scavalryperceivedhim,thofewho ^^^^^fifi* 
were his more familiar acquaintance, (houting for joy, and,, 'q^^^^ 
alighting from their horfes, faliited and embraced him, 
while tte reft, who knew him to be ohe of Caffius's chief 
favourites, rode round him, as it were in triumph, a&ing 
him, ** What news of his general ?" 

C^nius, obferring this fcene, and beliteving the horfemen, 
^ho difmounted to embrace Titinius, had taken him pri- 
fbner, cried oilt, " Alas ! to preferve the remains of a mi- 
ferabic life, I have expofed my beft friend to he taken by 
the enemy before ifty fate.** Having thus fpoken, he re- Caffius^i 
tired into a tent with Pindarus, one of his fr^edmen, whom de^ak, 
kc had referved- for fuch an occafion ever fince the un- 
happy battle of Cafrhx. We have no authentic account of 
what paffed.there; btit Caffius's head was found lying fevered 
from his body, and Pindar us never appeared afterwards : 
whence feme fUfpefted he had killed his mafter without 
his command ^ A fevr minutes after CafSus's death, his 
iSttendants perceived who the horfemen were, and faw Ti- 
tmius, crowned with garlands in token of Brutus's viSory, 
hsfftening towards them with the cavalry ; but their joy waa 
fcon turned into the deepeft melancholy and ailldion. 
Trtinitis efpecially was inconfolable, when he was informed 
ef the unfortunate nriftafce and death of his general. He 
burft into tears, and crying out, ** My long ftay has been 
the occafion of his death,*' he drew \m fword, and killed 
Khnfeif upon the body of his friend. Brutus, upon the Brutm^t 
firft advice of the defeat of CaiBus, flew to his affiftance 5 ^on^jrnfi^ 
btrl was ignorant of his death till he came near his camp, ^ |1^'^'* 
Then, fhedding many tears over his body, he called him QaJIUu. * 
the laft of the Romans. He caufed his body to be privately 
Conveyed to the ifland of Thafus, left the celebrating of 
his funerd within the camp might difliearten the troopsi 
atid occafion great diforder. He then aiTembled the fol- 

* Pint, in Bruto. Appian. p. 655. Veil. Patcrcul. lib. vii. cap. 
70. Dio, lib. HMu f. 354. Val. Max. lib. vi. cap. a. 
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diets oi the deceafed general^ comforted them^ and toibtte 

thetn amends for the lofles they bad fuftained^ promifed td 

each man twothoufand dra^chmas.. ^ 

fffhcha* CaiEus was generally eileemed one of the beft com* 

Ta^tr, inanders of his age, and had given iignal proofs of an ex-- 

traordinary courage^ and knowlege of the military art, in 

Crafl'u8*s unhappy expedition againft the Parthfans. It waa 

commonly faid^ as Plutarch informs us, " that Brutus hated 

the tyrannical power, and Caflius only the tyrant/' on ac«i 

count of a private grudge ; but in all probability that wad 

' reinforced by the republican principles which be had avowed 

from his early youth. 

TAe tttfd Brutus, now the fole commander of two tiumerous zt* 

armies rt- niies, thought it advifeable to withdra^tr his troops from lh6 

iJ'^'f cartip of O&avianus, which he had taken. Antony^ like^i 

mrp^u ^^^^y when infornied of the total overthrow of his colleague.^ 

abandoned that of Caffius, which he did not think bimfell 

in a condition to defend againft the Ti£%orious troops, of 

Brutus ; fo that both armies returned to their former poiU^ 

The triumvirs, not yet informed of the. death of Caffius^ 

were greatly difheartened, having loft above (ixteep thou- 

fand ojF their heft legionaries } whereas, on the cncmy^a 

fide, there were not (lain eight thoafand men, reckonin^^ 

even the futlers and fervants of the army* Befides, prQiri<^ 

fions were become very fcarce in their camp ; and they faW 

no poffible means of receiving new fupplies, either by fea 

or land^ Thefe melancholy refle&ions had almoft reduced 

them to defpair, when a (ervant of Caffius, named Deme-^ 

trius» coming in the evening to Antony, gave him an ac-« 

count of the tragical end of Caflius \ and, at the fame time, 

delivered to him the garment which he had taken from hi^ 

AntMy and mafter's dead body, and his fword ftill bloody. Antony, 

OBttvia- overjoyed at the news, immediately imparted them to his 

^^uru colleague; and they both agreed to draw out their forces 

dra^ next morning by day-break, to try whether they could 

Rrutus to a bring Brutus to a battle, before his men recovered them-^ 

fiCQndhau felves from the terror and conftcrnation which, they knew^ 

^'* the defeat and death of Caflius muft have occafioned ; Jjut 

Brutus, having his own camp filled with prifoners, who re** 

quired a nui^erous guard, and finding that of Caflfiu^ in 

jfreat diforder, kept clofe in bis entrenchments ^. 

Antony and Odiavianus, finding they could not force Bru- 
tus to battle, were greatly at a lofs what meafures to take. 
All their dependence was on a fleet, which they expeQed 
hourly fiom Italy, having on board great quantities of pro* 

^ Plut. in Bruto. A{>pian. p* 656. Dion, p. 355, 
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tffion^ two legions of veterans, one of which was that of 
Mars, a praetorian cohort, and 9 conGderable body of ca- 
valry $ but while they were comforting thenifelves with 
the hopes of the, fpeedy arrival of this powerful fupply, 
news were brought them, that their fleet, under the com* tke trimm" 
mand of Cneius Domitius Calvinus, had been entirely de- fjirs^fim 
feated, and moft of their (hips, with the foldiers on board, f^'^p^'^ » 
cither funk, or taken, by Cncius Domitius Ahenobarbus, ^^jjj^j^ 
and Lucius Statius Murcus, the two admirals of the adverfe 
party. Some ,of their (hips, indeed, found means to fave 
themfelyes among the rocks of the Adriatic Sea ; but, be- 
ing there blocked up by the enemy, both the foldiers and 
mariners, after having confumed all their provifions, were 
forced by famine to feed upon the fails and tackle of their 
fliips, which they boiled with the pitch and greafe they had 
prepared for careening their veflels. This viftory was 
gained on the fame day in which the battle of Philippi, 
was fought; and the news of fo great an overthrow, 
which foon reached the triumvirs, fo difcouraged them^ 
that they now began to look upon their affairs as quite 
defperate* 

. As they were encamped in a low ground, furrounded ^Ththad 
with maru^es, and a great quantity of rain» as ufually hap- Jituasion of 
pens in autumn^ had fallen after the battle, which filled ^^^^^^^^ 
their tents with mire and water, diftempers began to reign V^' ^* 
in both armies, and daily carry oflF great numbers of men. '^ * 
On the other hand, Brutus had fufficient provifions to fup- 
•port his army for a long time, was very advantageouuy 
pofted, his camp being fecure from the injuries of the wea- 
ther, and inaccei&ble to the enemy ; and, as be was abfo- 
4ute mafter of the fea, he could receive whatever neceflarie^ 
he wanted from AG a, Africa, Sicily, and Spain. The tri- 
umvirs, finding themfelves in this defperate condition, left 
nothing unattempted which could provoke the foldiers of 
Brutus to mutiny againft their general for declining an en- 
gagement. They drew out their troops day after day, and 
marched in battle-array up to the gates of the enemy's 
.camp ; but Brutiis, who knew that their boldnefs proceeded 
from defpair, remained quiet, not doubting but he (hould 
foon fee them moulder aviray, and, by a fhameful flights 
abandon both Greece and Macedon to the mercy of hia 
troops. The triumvirs, finding they could not bring Bru« 
tus to a battle, detached two legions to take pofleflion of a 
rifing^ground which Brutus liad thought proper to aban- 
don after the late battle. About fix hundred paces from 
thence, towards the (ea, they polled ten legionsj and two 
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more at a fraaH diftancc from them, with a defigti to cW 
ofFthe communication betwecn^thc enemy's army and fleets* 
Brutus caufed feveral works to be carried on from bisr 
camp quite to the fhore, and by thefe means kept a free 
communication with the fea ; but as feveral fkirmiflies hap- 
pened between the fokiiers of the oppofite parties, whe^ co- 
vered their workmen, in which Brutus's men had the ad- 
vantage, they were fo elated with this fuccefs, that they 
began to mutiny, and, afTembling in crouds, aik their ge- 
neral, ** What cowardice he had lately obfenred in them, 
that they muft be thus, like prifoners^ kept within their en- 
trenchments, and not fuffered to make ufe of their arme^ 
and exert that courage which had btit a few days before 

J roved fo fatal to the enemy who now infiihed them.** 
rutus endeavoured to r^ftrain their unfeafonable ardw, by 
reprefenting the defperate pofture of the enemy's afiairs^ 
and the happy fituatiorf of their own ; but all to no pur- 
pofe : though the forces of the triumvirs were reduced to 
ihe utmoft extremity, and a confideraWe body of German 
troops, to avoid ftarving in rfieir camp, had deferted, an4 
given th e mutineers a lull accpunt of their mifer ies \ yet, 
by an unaccountaWe obftinacy, they ftill perfifted in de- 
jmgnding to be ied out againft the enemy, whom they de- 
fired to conquer, not by ramine, but valour; nay, becaufc 
tfce prudent general refufed to comply with their requeft, 
fevera! Romans, as well as auxiliaries, abandoned him, and 
went over to the enemy. 

This dirfertion gave Brutus great concern, which was iflr 
creafcd by the diforders that happened daily in tfic camp 
of Caffius, whofc foldiers, become headftrong and kitrad:- 
able fince the death of their general, refufed to obey the 
officer whom Brutus had appointed in his room. In thefe 
circumftances Brutus yielded at laft to the importunity of 
his foldiers, and refolved to end his own cares, and tnofe 
jof the Roman world, by a general and decifive a^ion ; 
which all the ancients tell us he would never have hazarded, 
had he been informed of the !ate advantage gakied by hk 
fleet : but of that important viftory he received no intelil- 

fencc tiH twemy davs after ; Aat is, titt the very evmhig 
efore the fight *, wnen it was too late for him to alter his 
meafures. Brutus, at length determined to pot the whok 
'to the ifliie of a general aSion, commanded all the prl- 
foners he had taken in the laft battle to be put to the fword, 
that he might not be deprived of the ufe of thofe faldi«r$ 
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Wiib i)»ei^ employed in guarding them : a barbafrottt ftep^ Brutus puts 
which his adpiirers feek to excufe or palliate, by quotine '^' e^pti^i ' 
the example of Antony and Odavianus 5 a plea as abfurd* A'^'f^'^ 
as the occafioii of it was inhttman. Befides, Plutarch tells ^'J'^'J^ 
us it was a ftep taken stt the inftigatiod of Cafcal, etafpe-* thefruJu 
rated by fome farcafms of two bu)9bons whb happened to nun^t^ 
be among the prifoners. ^^^tf* • 

BrutuS) hsiving thus rid his hands of his prifoners, af- Brutus 
•femb]ed his foMiers the day before the batde ; and, in ordcf ^^"^j^' 
to roufe their courage, promifed them the pillage of Tbef- J^^^/JJ* 
falonica and Lacedsemon, two cities which had fic^^d with tnJoGtuk 
the triumTirs. This was another inftance of the great cle« dtiisi 
mency^ moderation, aixd jtiftice of thia celebrated Roman, 
which even his panegyrift Plutarch is obliged to give up to 
reprobation. Having thus encouraged his men, and made 
the neceffary preparatipns for the next day's engagement, 
be retired late in »the night to his tent, when the fpeftrc, TheJpsSri 
which had promifed to meet him at Philippi, is faid to have ^PP^f*^* 
a{q;>eared to him again in the fame (hape as it had aflumed ^^J^ 
before^ but vanifbed in an initant, without one word being 
Uttered on either fide. 

Next morning he c,ho(e his ground like an able general^ 
forming his lines at a fmall diftance from his camp, that he 
mteht have a fafe retreat in cafe of any misfortune^ Then - 
riding through the ranks, '^ Fellow<-foldiers (faid he), you Brutus*i 
have defired. to engage the enemy in the open field, wnen /fftch to 
you might have gained a complete viftory by continuing rV*^^^ 
madlive within your intrenchments ; but this kind of vie* t^M/* 
tory you defpifed, as not honourable enough for men of 
your bravery ; you are for purchafing glory at the expence 
of your blood. It is therefore now incumbent upon you to 
lummon all that boldnefs with which you demanded bat-, 
tie, to maintain the honour of your firft vidlory, and to 
anfwer the truft which I . have repofed in your valour. 
Whether Rome is to enjoy an uninterrupted happinefs and 
liberty, or be condemned to eternal flavery, and endlefs ca« 
lamities, this day will decide." Antony and OAavianus 
were utterly aftoniflied when they firft obferved the ufual 
fignal of batde expofed on the tent of Brutus. Overjoyed 
at this unexpe&ed tefolution, they ordered their men 
to pr^are immediately for battle; but did not quit their 
intrenchments before three in the afternoon, when they 
marched out like famiflied lions, as Appian exprefles it» 
againft their prey. Their generals, to encourage them, 
promifed to each foldier five hundred drachmas after the 
victory, painting to them, at the fame time, in ffloft lively 
colours, the inexprefliblemUeries and calamities which they 
. Vot^XIL G muft 
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muft iinain»idaiblf endure if overcome. '* You have bat 
two things to choofe (faid tbey)» to conqueri or perifh by 
the moft miferable of all deaths, famine." 

Having fpoken to this effefl, they ordered their men to 

advance with a flow pace againft the enemy* who kept their 

groiuidi ready to receive them* When the two armies were 

near each other, Brutus had the mortification to fee a brave 

knight, named Cumulatus, whom he highly efteemed for 

his valour, abandon his poft, and go over to the enemy. 

Fearing others might follow the example, he caufed the 

fignal of battle to be given immediately, and charged the 

enemy's left wing, commanded by 06lavianus, with fuch 

intrepidity, vigour, and refolution, that all gave way be« 

fore him. As the cavalry of Ofkavianus was put into the 

utmoft diforder at the firft onfet, Brutus's horfe broke in 

among the enemy's foot, and made a dreadful havock of 

tl[ie legionaries. While the brave Brutus was thus figna^ 

lizing himfelf in the right wing, his left, commanded by 

the lieutenants of Caflius, men altogether unequal to that 

charge, was hard prefied by Antony. Cailius's cavalry in* 

ftantly fled, leaving the flank of the wing in which thef 

were pofted naked and unguarded. Then the infantry, in ^ 

danger of being furrounded, widened their ranks to the 

right and left, that they might oppofe the enemy every way ; 

but as this extenfion weakened them, they were, at the firft 

onfet, broken and difordered by the clofe battalions of An* 

tony. The plain was foon covered with the fugitives ( 

fome of them making towards the camp, others flying to 

the fea-fide *, but moft of them repairing to the right wing, 

to take fiielter among the vidorious troops of Brutus. An* 

tony did not purfue them ; but, like an experienced gene* 

xal, marched dire£Uy againft Brutus, and attacked his rear 

with 'incredible fury. 

That commander performed, on this occafion, all that 
could be expe£ied from an expert general, and valiant foi* 
dier ; but Caflius's troops, which were overthrown in the 
left wing, crowding in among his ranks, and carrying with 
them, wherever they came, defpair and confufion, turned 
the fcale in favour of the enemy, after Brutus had for a 
long time maintained his ground againft ail the forces of 
the united armies. His lines were at length broken, and 
put into diforder. He attempted feverai times to bring 
them back to the charge ; but all his endeavours proved 
* unfuccefsful. Being furrounded on all fides, and over- 
powered by the numerous forces of Antony and 0£lam* 
Aus» he was in imminent danger of being either. cut in 
pieces^ or falling alive into the lunds of hi^ moftjnveteraie 

eaemm* 
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^Helnicl. Oh this occafion many of his iicft tAt^i!^ ^^ * 
Idlled in endeavouring to fafe their general^ vrho^ with 
their affiftance^ breakihg through the enemy's bat|aliQQ0 
that furrounded thetii) fetreated from the field of battle. 

Among the few who attended him, waa one Lticiliu^ 
liUcinus, an intimate friend, who, obferving a body of 
Thracian horfe, under the command of RhafcuSf th^ hto^ 
ther of Rhafcupolis, not regarding any other in tbe purfuit, 
but making diredily towards Brutus, refolved to ftop ichem> 
and fave the life pf his general, at the hazard of his own* 
Accordingly, without acquainting Brutus with his defign, ^rhe rvn" 
he. halted till the Thracians came up, and furrounded him« tri'vanei of 
Then he cried out, that he was Brutus ; and begging quar* Lueilmsto 
ter, d«Gred they would carry him to Antony ; pretending, f^*^' ^^"^ 
that he feared Odavianus, but could truft the other. . The *'* 
Thracians, thinking tbcmfelves happy in their prey, imme- 
diately detached fome of their body to acquaint Antony 
with their good fortune ; and, in the mean time, giving 
over the purfuit, returned with their prifoner. Tbe report 
being fpread in an inftant all over the army, that Brutua 
was taken, and that the Thracians were bringing him alive 
to Antony, both foldiers and officers flocked together from 
all parts to fee him. Some pitied his misfortune ; other$ 
accufedliim of a meannefs unbecoming his former glory^ 
for fufiering himielf to fall a prey to barbarians. Antony 
was not a little cdncerned at this adventure, being quite at 
a lofs, in what manner he (hould receive, and how he 
fliould treat his illuftrious captive : but he was foon delivered 
from liis nneafinefs ; for, as the Thracians app,roached, he 
knew the prifoner who had pafTed himfelf upon the Thra- 
cians for Brutus ; who now, addrefling the triiunvir with a 
generous confidence, ** Be afiured, Antony (faid he), that 
no enemy either has, or ever (hall take Marcus Brutus alive* 
Forbid it, ye ^ods, that fortune (hould ever prevail fo much 
above virtue t But let him be foiind, dead or alive, he will • 
certainly be found in fuch a ftate a« is worthy of him. As 
for me, I have delivered myfelf up to fave him, and am 
now ready to fufFer whatever torments you think proper to 
mfli£t upon me, without demanding, or expecting, anjr 
quarter.'' 

Antony, touched with the fidelity, virtue, and genetofity Anf99tfs 
•f Lucilius, turned to the Thracians, enraged at their dif- gintrofij^ 
s^p^ntment, and addreflTed them thus s ^> I perceive, mj 
fellow-foldiers, that you are concerned, and full of refent^ 
a^nt, lor haviag been thtfe impofed upon by Lucilius ; hot 
be aflured, that you have, met with a booty better than 
tittt which you fought for ; you were in fearch of an enemy, 

' G z and 
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Md'have brought me a friend. I was truly at a lols liew f 
ihould have ufed Brutus, if you had brought him to mt 
alive ; but of this I am fure, that it is better to have fuck 
a man as Luciiius our friend than our enemy.'* Having 
thusfpoken, he embraced Luciiius, and commended^ him 
to the care of one of his friends. Such generous behaviour 
won the heart of Luciiius, who ever after continued in- 
violably attached to the intereft of his friend and benefac* 
tor "*. After this incident, both Antony and Ofbvianus 
inarched with their vi&orious legions in purfuit of the ene- 
my's broken and difperfed forces, making a dreadful 
daughter of the fugitives. Some of the officers of Brutus 
chofe rather to die fword in hand than take quarter, and 
furvive all hopes of feeing the republic reftored. Among 
tbefe was the fon of Cato, who, though in every other 
refpeft degenerate from the virtue of his father, dill retain^* 
ed that republican enthufiafm which he had imbibed in his 
education. 
ff^Aat hap- The contrivance of Luciiius gave Brutus an opportunity 
petted to ^f pafling a little brook encompafled with rocks, and fhaded 
fi/terUe ^^^ trees. Being overtaken by the night, he repofed in 
lofs of thi an hollow place at the foot of a rock, attended with a 
kattle^ fmall number of his friends and officers. There^ lifting up 
his eyes to heaven, he repeated two Greek verfes, one of 
which Volumnius, who attended him, forgot ; but remem- 
bered the other, which was the following, out of the^Medea 
of Euripides : 

Puniih, great Jove, the author of thefe ills : 

By which it was thought he meant Antony, who remem- 
bered and repeated it, when, after the battle of Aftium^ 
he was reduced to the neceffity of laying violent hands on 
bimfelf. 

Brutus, underftanding that he was inveiled by the tntr 
my, exhorted thofe who were with him to make fomc 
attempt to reach their camp before day-light ; for he 
conjedured, that he had not loft many of his men, and 
that thofe who had efcaped had taken refuge there. Sta- 
tilius undertook to pafs through the enemy, and go by him- 
t felf to the camp, promifing, iif it was not taken, to hold 

up a lighted torch for a fignal, and return immediately* 
Statilius arrived fafe, and held up the torch s which gave 
Brutus fome hopes of retrieving his affairs. He waited a 
long time fox the return of StatiUus, faying, ^< If Statilius 

« Plut. in Brut9« 

be 
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be alive, he wiB com6 back •/' but he was flain, on hie re- 
turn, by the enemy. 

Brutus, tired with waiting, and day now beginning to 
dawn, whifpered ibmething in the eaf of Clytus, one of his 
domeflics, who returned him no anfwer^ but burft into tears* 
Then Brutus, taking afidc Dardanus, his armour-bearer, 
had fome difcourfe with him in private, and afterwards ad«* 
drefled himfelf to Volumnius in Greek $ conjuring him-, 
by their common ftudies, and ancient friendfhip, to draw 
his fword, and put an end to his life. Volumnius, and 
after him feveral others, anfwered him only with their 
tears. One of them, to divert Brutus from laying violent 
hands on himfelf, ftarting up, ** There is no (laying here 
any longer, faid he ; we muft all fly.'' •' Yes (anfwered 
Brutus), we muft fly indeed, not with our feet, but with 
our hands." Then taking each of them by the hand, he 
told them with a chearful countenance, that it was an HisimJI 
infinite fatisfa&ion to him to find, that nonfc of his friends v^^^aif i» 
had proved falfc to him ; that he did not complain of for- ^^*f^^^^* 
tune for his own, but for his country's fake ; that as for 
himfelf, he thought he was much more happy than thofe 
who bad conquered, not only refpe£ling what was paft, 
bunvenin his prelent condition, fince he (hould enjoy that . 
reputation which always follows virtue, and which tyranny 
and injuftice could nevet deferve. He befought his friends 
to provide for their own fafety, . telling them, that he 
hoped Antony and Oftavianus, fatisfied with his death, 
would purfue their revenge no farther. He then withdrew, 
with two or three only of his peculiar friends. Among 
thefe was Strato, an Epirote, with whom he had contrafted 
an acquaintance, when they ftudied rhetoric together. To 
him Brutus had recourfe, conjuring him, by their ancient 
friendfliip, to give him the laft proof of his afFe£lion, by 
performing that friendly office which the others had de- 
iBlined. As Strato could not be prevailed upon to imbrue 
his hands in the blood of his friend, Brutus called one of Yr. of Ft 
bis Saves; and then the faithful Epirote, crying out, ^vv 
** Forbid, ye gods, it (hould ever be faid, that Brutus died -A"*« Chr 
by the hand of a flave for want of a friend," covered his ^ J^' 
eyes with his left arm, and prefentcd the point of his fword \ 

to Brutus, who threw himfelf upon it with fuch vio-> f hi death 
Jence, that it pierced him through, and he expired im- tf Brutus. 
mediatdy \ 

> Plut. lA Bnito. X^iy. lib. cxxiv. Veil. Patercul. Ub. li. cap. 74* 
AppifliD. lib. iy* p« 665, $66. 
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Si The Romm Htfioty. 

His iha- Thus fdl Brtitas, in the fohy*tfaird year of his age ; ami 

foStr. ^ith him fell the laft hope of the expiring republic : for it 

inuft be owned, his conda£t was foun,ded on real patrio- 

tifm ; and his charaddr was of fuch importance as to jisftif^ 

the expectation of thofe who thought the conftkvoon of 

the republic might be re^eftabliflied. Brutus inherit^ fronk 

nature a good capacity, wbich had been carefully cuki«« 

▼ated. He had ftudied philosophy with great atfeentios ( 

and wrote fevcral treatifes which are now loft. He wa« 

learned, eloquent, brave, liberil, and naturally buniane 9 

Und his private life without bleftiifli or repcoacb^ Whethiir 

he carried his enthufiaftic Idve of liberty too far^ in miir'« 

dering his frieild and beheHidor, is a queftidntfaat will af«* 

lord matter of difputcj as Ibng as the nleniory of that 

ttanfaftion remains. 

Ithe gene- Antony being informed bf the death of BruHis, flew to 

rofitf 4f the place where the body ftiU lay, beheld it with grsif khA 

^*^* tt^t^y caft his purple mantk, of gr^at tralde trr er it, ahd 

charged one of his freed-mbfi to take care of his funeral* 

Some timb after, being told that the fervant had not burnt 

the mantle with the corpfe^ and had detained* patt of the 

money which was to be etbended in the funeral^ he ordeded 

him to ht put to death. Omvianus^ wlio was ihore a£i:&t*» 

ed by the fpirit bf revenge againft him, as the muitdener of 

his father, caufed the head of Brutus to be cut off,, that it 

might be fent to Rome and laid at the feet of Ciefar^s ftatue *\ 

but, in the pafTage from Dyrrachium, a violent ftcfrni arifi' 

ing, it l^as, probably oUt of fuperftition, thrown into the 

fca P. The reft of the body was burnt by Antony's ordcn 

and the afhes were conveyed in an urn to Servilia, mother 

bf the deccafed (I). 

Many of The death df Brutus was no fooner known in his camp^ 

^^en7ubmit ^'^^ i^oft who had retired thither, to ihc number of four«!i 

totke^con- tfeen thoufand men, fubmitted upon honourable terms tq 

w0r(in. the two tidtorious generals. Others fled into the iflaud of 

« Plut. in Anton. Si Brut« Appian. lib. iv. p. Ml. Sueh in Oe« 
Uvio, cap. 13. P Dio, lib. xlvii. p< 356* 

(I) As for Porcia his wife, aiTures us, that in his time was 

Valerius Maximus, and Nice- flill extant a letter of Brutus to 

laus, the Peripatetic philofo- his friends, wherein he la* 

pher; tell iis,- that being re- ihented the death of Forcia, 

folved not to outlive her hufr and complained of thfem for 

..band, (he killed herfelf bv fwal- fufFering her ^o die of melan« 

lowing live coals : hut Plutarch choly { i ) . 

(1) Plut.i^8i^ut. 
^ Thafusi 
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Tbafo#^^Md frem thentie efcapnid into AfiSl Aiii&hy mi 
b&aviaoiis found in firutWa camp plenty of armt and pro« 
vifioni, with immenfe funds of money, which etiaUcd them 
to fatisff immediately fbme of their yeterans, whom they 
diflModtd ibon after the battle^ being glad to get rid of med 
wba^ pnHi(l.of their fervicds^ b^gan to ufurp an authority 
ty^i «V0f their gene^als^ By this victory the triuravirB 
efi^UiQicd the authority they had ufurped,and became maf*^ 
ter$ of the whole Roman empire, . Sicily alone excepted, 
which was ftill held by Sextus» the fon of Pompey the 
Great I thtdugh the oppofition they met with from him waa 
not vefyconfiderable* 

gi m OiiiiOi n iOiiiiO n iiO »B iiO«ot>Oiiiiaiiii OimOn iiiO>»' 
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ir/tlf Hift&ry rfRme^ from the Death of Brutus 
dnd Cdffius to the Settlement of the Empire by 
OSla^nus. 

11^ £ iirft days after the battle were fpent by the tri- St^trid 
umvirs in punifliing fuch of their perfonai enemies UluJIrioui 
i, tie misfortune to* fall into their faandl. Antony, «'']««tr 
iftcr naving reproached Hortenfius with the death of his -^^"^J^i,^ 
.brother Caius, caufcd him to be flain on his tomb. He ^{^m- 
.likevp;i{e put to death Varro, an illuflrious fenator, who had thmfihtli. 
on all occafions expre^d an irreconcileable hatred to him, 
and could not forbear reproaching the triumvir, even when 
he was in his power,, with his debauched and fcandalous 
life, which, he faid, he would one day end with an unhappy 
and tragicsd death. Livius Drufus, the father of that Li- 
via who was afterwards married to Auguftus, killed him- 
ftli in his tent. Quintilius Varus, after having adorned 
himfelf with all the enfigns of the honours and diVnities he 
bad borne, chofe rather to die by the hands of his frced- 
men, than to be expofed to the infults of a mercilefs eaemy. ' 
0£lavianus, on this occaflon, a£led with fuch cruelty zs Crmtltyof 
left an indelible ftain upon his reputation. He feemsfrom OBaiwa* 
the beginning to have been aduated by an implacable fpirit "•'• ^ - 
' of revenge againft the authors of Ctmt's death, whom he 
confidered as the moft infamous aflaffins. 

The triumvirs having thus facrificed to the powers of itm 
Tcnge, began to deliberate on the proper meafures for bring- 
ing the war to a period^ and extinguifhing the laft remains 
of oppofition to their defigns. Pompey was ftill in pofltf. 
64 fioa 
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TA# rtpuh- fic^A of Sicily \ Domitius Abenobaibus, and Statius* Marcus* 

he an party the admirals of Brutus, commanded two powerful fleets, 

JiU powif- the former on the coafts of Macedon, the latter in the lOniad 

'^* fea. Caffius Parmcnfis (K), one of the confbiratOf$, haviug 

been left in Afia, by Brutus and Caffiusi with a confiderable 

fleet, and a competent number of forces, to keep the caftem 

provinces In awe, upon the news of Brutus' overthiVi^ Mand 

death, reinforced his fleet with thirty Rhodianthips, which 

he manned with Romans \ and being joined by Clodius^ 

governor of Rhodes, at the head of three thoufand men, by 

Lepidus, from Crete, with the garrifon which Brutus bad 

left there, by Clodius, Torulus, young Cicero, dn^-many^ 

other perfons of diftin^ion, who had fled ipto Afla, gave no 

iinall umbrage to the triumvirs. ..;-..... 

^iafuns In ^ private conference between them, it was agreed, that 

*M^*ru Antony fhould march into the; E^ft^ and fettle thofe pro- 

r^rrv* • yjnces \ and that 0£tavianus (hould lead the old troops into 

Italy, put them in pofleflion qf t}}e< lands whiot^ had 4>een 

promiled them, and force yaung.Ponjpey froip ^ retreat^ 

which ferved for an afylum to all the zealous republicans* 

Before they parted they diibanded all their veterans, except 

eight thoufand, after having fatjsfied then^ in part^ with the 

money they had left, and what they found in the camp of 

Brutus. Of the remaining forces 0£lavianus took ^i^h bini 

into Italy four legions, and four thoufand horfej Antony 

retaining fix legions and ten thoufand horfe'', 

A^i$wf and And now the two conquerors feparated, Odaviahus tak«i 

psiayia* J^g his route towards Dyrrachium, in order to return to 

nus^u Italy, and Antony marching into Greece with adefigp to 

pafs over from thence into Afia. Oftavianus arrived in a 

few days inarch at Dyrrachium, where we (hall leave him 

to follow Antony in bis memorable, but to him fatal, ex« 

pedition into the Eaft. After fo complete a viftory.he rc-» 

- (olved to vifit Greece, as the country where fl?ittery wa$ 

fki »^/ff . managed with moft delicacy : there he took ple^fnre in 

ing hihm^ . ^Qiftingi like a private citizen, at the difputes of the philo^ 

mnourof jfophers in the fchools and academies of Athens, in feeing 

^hi^^itks ^^* public fports, and frequenting the religious ceremonies 

of the Greeks. Fond of being ftyled the Lover of Greece, 

but above ^11, the Lover of Athens, he adminifter^d juftice 

y . ^ Appij^n. p» 671, 673. Dio, lib, xlviii. p. 35s. 

(K) Caffius Parmenflfi was battle of Adium, Upon his 

• 'one of the confpirators ; but defeat he retired to Athens, 

fbmc time after the battle of wKiere he was put to death hy 

j^hilippi, he joined Antony, order of O^vianus. 

^ fcrv^ under l|im s^t tbp 

J . there 
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^txttc with great equity, and made very confidcraMe pfc^ 
fents to the city, though he was himfelf in great want of 
money, his militaiy cheft being almoft drained by the fums 
he and his colleague had diftributed among the veterans after 
the battle. Before he left Attica, he caufed an exa£t fur« 
vey to be made of the temple of Apollo Pythius, as if he 
defigned to repafr it ; but he dropped that projefk on his 
arrival in Alia, Either he marched with ^11 nis forces^ 
leaving Lucius Cenfof inus, one of his lieutenants, to go^ 
vern Greece in his abfence. 

In AjSa, all the kings and princes who acknowleged the In Afiah 
Roman power, came to pay their homage to him, many of ucouruJ 
them bringing with them their wives and daughters, rogain ^ .*'*<?'• 
the triumvir's favour by their charms. The queens rivalled r^^^^^^ 
one another, who ihotild make him the moft magnificent 
prefent, orappear* moft charming in his eyes. This croud 
of fovereigms, who daily attended his levee, and waited upon 
him .wherever he went, with their praifbs and fubmiiEons, 
moft agreeably Toothed his ambitious and voluptuous tem«< 
per ; but nothing pleafed him fo much as the reception he 
met with at Ephefut; There the women went out to meet 
him in the habits they ofed to wear ^hen they foleranized 
the feaft^ of Bsicchus, and the men and' boys drefled like 
fatyrs aiid fauns. Nothing was to be feen throughout the 
town but fpears wreathed with ivy, harps, flutes and haut- 
boys^ while they ftyled Antony in their fongs, ** Bacchus 
the gracious and the gentle ;'* and fo indeed he was to fome, 
but others he treated with great inhumanity. He pardoned 
all tbofe of Brutus's party who furrendcred themfelves to 
him, except Petronius, who was one of the confpirators, 
and Quintus, who was charged with betraying Dolabella to ^'*'*^ 
Caffius in Laodicea. But then he ftripped feveral rich citi- !^^*^/^ 
zens of their eftaftes to gratify his flatterers and buflbons (L). A/iatia. 

As the chief bufinefs which had brought him into Afia, 
was the raifing of the neceflary fums for fatisfying the vic- 
torious legions, he fummoned the deputies ot all the fub- 
yt{\i and allies of Rome to meet at Ephefus ; and after hav- 
ing reproached them with aflifting Brutus and Caffius, he 
acquainted them with the great promifes he and his colleague 
had made to their twenty-eight conquering legions, amount- 
ing in all to a hundred and fifty thoufand men, and upwards; 
and then cdncluded thus: " Tou may judge of the fums 
we want from the number of our foldiers, and the promifes 

(L) Thui one of his cooks, as hi^ reward, the fine houft 
having drefled him a fupper to of a wealthy citia^cn of M^g* 
his taie, begged, and obtained nefii». 



M 7Jbe Roman Hifiofjn 

His finch we have made tt^em* This necdRiy has oUtgci my €ol» 
10 //# ^//^if- league to go into Italy^ where be has taken 4ipon him ^ re* 
tiisofthi ward them with lands and houfes, from which he will bf 
^^''^ obliged to drive out the ancient proprietors : but I will treat 
you with more humanity, being unwilling to deprive y^u of 

Jrour inheritances* or drive you from your temples and ih# 
epulchres of your forefathers. A^- you would run the 
fortune of our enemies in war, now that the gods hare been 
bleafed to grant the vidory, not according to your wtfliesi 
but their own juftice, we ought to treat you as the allies^ or 
rather as the accomplices, of oiir foes, and inflid i^n you 
fome escemplary puniibment : but as the laws of huB^amfy 
will not always allow the puniihments to be proportioaable 
to the crimes, inftead of other penaltieSf we fliaU coateat 
ourftlves with-a fum of money, the fame you gave our ene- 
mies, ten years tribute : but a$ you paid it to them in two 
years time, we require it in one* Tliis is the, only puiiifii* 
ment we intend to indi£k upon you, which we fliould very 
Readily forgive, were not our exigencies very preffing*** At 
thefe words the depi^ties threw themfel? es.at Antony's feet^ 
remonftrating, with tears in their eyesi that their affiftiog 
Brutus and CaiUus could not be ccimiaal, fince they h^ 
been forced to it Vy fuch cruel ufage, as rendered thefti i?** 
ther objeAs of pity than puniihnient; and that, as lo tht 
f^rn8 which were denvanded, it was not in their poXver to 
raife them ; for Brutus and Caffius ^d ftripped them^ not 
only of all their geld and Giver in fpccici but like wife ti 
their plate, the JFurniture of their houfes, and of all the. or- 
naments of their cities and temples. Aatony contiauittg 
inflexible, Hybreas, an orator and ^gent for fome oif tht 
Afiatic cities, rifing up, <^ Since you are determine<l (faid 
he) to double our taxes^ pray take care, that our fumfSHefii 
and autumns be doubled too ; otherwife we (h^il itever bf 
able to fatisfy vour demands.'* This liberty of fpeech did 
not difpleaie Antony, who was naturally good humtiured, 
and loved raillery. 

The deputies prevailed at length upon the triumvir to be 

contented with tne tribute of nine years, to be paid in two ': 

^ki Afia* to that all the princes, kings, and. free i^ates of Afia;, were 

$ictUadid obliged to lay heavy burthens on their fubje£ls for thei pajr- 

wtth heavy ^^^^^ ^f ^^^^ f^^^ . which reduced them, after the ei^orbi- 

tant taxes with which Caffius had loaded them^ almbft to a 

Hhgini- ftate of beggary •. After this exa^ion Antony «niade a pro- 

. r^ty. grefs through the provinces of Afia, exhibiting every where 

extraordinary demonftrations of generoGty and good lisTture. 

^ PluC. lu AntOh. Appian. lib. v. p, 673,^ 674. * Appia*. ibid* 
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H^pzfioMA LucMifi brother of Cafflusj and tertnl otfacrt 
0f the adverfe party, who, upon the fanleW his clemency^ 
flocked to him fr^m all quarters : but he cdntinu^d impla« 
caUe to the murderers of Csefar. He freed the Xanthians 
frt>in all tribute, and perfuaded them to rebuild their city* 
To the Rhodiansy whom Caffiufi had treated with great (^* 
terity» he gave the iflands of Atidros^ Tenos^ Naitoa^ and 
MffiKius. The inhabitants of TarXus. and Laodicea he like^ 
wife exempted frbm all taxes. Neither was he unmindful 
of the'Atheniansi |o whom he granted the ifldnds of ^gi^ 
> na^ Teo6» Ceai Sciathus, and j?epar^thus ' : fo that the 
whole ^M%ight of the jBxorbitailt coHtribUtibns, amountitig 
te two buiidred^thdafafid talents, &U upon the itihabitants 
^f Afia^ properly ,^^ edlied, ofSyri^ Phrygian Myfia, Ga* 
latia, Cappadotiai Cilieia, find. Pateftine. 

Antony, arriving in Cilicia, difpatched Dellius into £gypt» Hifkm' 
(• foramen Cleopatra to appear before him, and give him ^"^ ^^^^^ 
an account of her condu£k during the war j for though fkt P^^^^^ 
Ifad affiled Dolabeltoi yet Serapioni her lieutenant in Cy- ^cim^X^ 
yrua, bad joined Brutus and Caflius (M). As Delliuft wai cwdua. 
irell ac^ttain^dwith Antony's temper, after a ihort eonver* 
taHion With the <|ueen^ he eafily judged with what fenti* 
|Be»ts a woman of her beauty, wit, addrefsi and fprjgfatlj^ 
•dnverfalion, . would infpire him j and therefore encou» ' 

ruged' her to go in perfon into Cilicia, aiTi^ring her^ that 
Antony, who was a brave and amort>ud foldier, would r^ 
ceiTC her with all the refpe£^ due to perfons of her high fta^ 
tiOB^ extraottlinary qierit, and qualifications. She had 
great faith ift the words of Dellius \ but (he had a greater 

t Appian. ibid. p. 675, 

(M) Diellius, who was ffenton with Caffius, then quitted Caf*. 

this melTage, was a famous hiflo- fius to join Antony^ and at lai!^ 

riah, dnd a man of great wit and abandoned Antony to take part 

learning, but of no pHnciplet. with 06taviianu3. DuHhg hb 

He was one of Horace's moft ftay at the court of E^pt thfe 

sAHmate friendj, who addf^flbd fair queed captivated his h^rr, 

tb him the tHird ode bf his andisfaid Mot to have be^n difw 

fecond book, conuining the pleafed With the addrelTes of a 

fomideft principles of the Epi- man of his fine genius* Iq tht 

curean philofophy. Meflala timeof Seneca feveral letters of 

Corvinus ufed to call him deful* his to that queen were handbd 

torem bellorum civilium, that about, written with too much 

is, the vaulter^ the civil wars* familiarity ( i ) • 
^or he left IJ^labelia to fide 

(1) Vid. Sen. lib. i. d6 Ctementiai cap. i^ Sc^abo, lib. xi. & Lipf. 
Iidi« AnnaK Tacit, 
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dq^endence on herfelf. Never had be^ty Seen fignaKz- 
ed by more illuftrious conquefts: (he Jiad captWaced the 
heart of Jaliu'sCxfar, of Pompey'seldeftfen^ and formeriy 
of Antony himfelf, when he (crved under Gabinins, gover- 
nor of Syria ; and this when (he was young and ignorant in 
^ the arts of love ; whereas (he was now to meet him in the 
flower of her age, with all the charms of bteuty, and all 
Wer the artifice of riper years. But what above all infpired her 

€hmnsm with certain confidence of rekindling the flame in Antotty'* 
hearty was the confcioufnefs of her ditn fuperior gemutf 
and accompli(hments. She poflefled a certain natural grace 
which diffufed itfelf through her whole deportment : the 
charms of her converfation were irrefiftible, and the very 
tone of her voice fo harmonious, that no inftrument wac 
capable of a greater variety of founds, and of equally footh- 
ift^ the foul of the hearers. Befides, (he exprefled herfelf 
with fo much eafe, and in fo many difibrent languages, that 
fhe was looked upon as a prodigy. 

She made great preparations tor her jourtiey, taking with 
her vaft fums of money, and all the jewels, plate, and rich 
ornaments of the Egyptian kings. Many were the letters 
(he received from Antony, preffing her departure -, but fiie 
Shi or* feemed to difregard his orders. At length (he fet out, and^ 
^^* *f arriving at the mouth of the river CydnUs, <he embarked in 
clonal' a fihall galley, and appeared before Antony at Tarfus ha Ci-^ 
imdtapti' licia, in the fantaftical manner We have defcribed in our hif- 
vtttttjix- tory of the Ptolemies of Egypt. The triumvir was focap^ 
^^ tsvated by her attraQions, that he laid afide all other confi- 

derations, and feemed to be entirely engrofled by her idea. 
He neglc£led the bufinefs of mankind ; and followed her 
into Egypt, where he fpent the winter with her in amorous 
dalli^nc^, enhanced by all the enjoyments^of the n^oft vo- 
luptuous dilEpation ". 

While he thus Indulged in effeminate pleafur^s with his 

JEgyptian paramour, his colleague was wholly taken up in 

Tectling the afiairs of Italy> and dividing the promifed lands 

among the veterans. Having embarked bis troops at Dyr- 

rachium, he croiTed the Adriatic Gulf without meeting with 

Offavia- aiiy of the enemy's fleets, and landed ait Brundt^fium^ where 

inu grfotfp he was taken fo ill, that his phyficians gave him over, and 

tMdi^fta* the news of his death were immediately Ipread all over Italy. 

Moft of the fenators looked upon this report as one of his 

ufual artifices to difcover their intentions, and real fenti- 

ments ; and therefore, by a decree of the fenafe^ prayers 

« Plu^ Appiao. Dio, ibi^. 
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m4 (acrifkes Wtre offered up to the gods for his rectttrj^ 
which was foon ^^£ted by his native air, and the vigour 
of his youth* When he was in a condition to bear, the fa- 
tigues of the journey, he fet put for Rome, virh^re he wag 
received with loud acclamations. $ome time before his arw 
rival the fafces had been transferred frem Lepidus and L. 
Munatius PJancus to L. Antonius, the brother of the tri* 
umvir, and P. Servilius Vatia Ifauricus; but Fulvia, An- 
tony's wife, a woman of a mafculine fpirit, and unbounded 
ambition, had gained the afcendanc over the new confuls, 
and governed Rome with abfolute power. This Oftavia- 
Bus could not bear; and hence the mutual jealoufies and dif- 
trufts between her and the young triumvir, which at length 
kindled a war in the very bowels of Italy. 

Odavianus met with many almoft infurmountable diffi-' 
culties in the diftribution of the promifed lands. As the 
public treafury was quite exhaufted, he could not content 
the foldiery without giving up to them the feveral towns^ 
which he had promifed them as the reward of vif^ory ; and 
this meafure he was < well convinced would provoke the 
people* Moft of the inhabitants of thofe unhappy towns Comflaiats 
flocked daily in great multitudes to Rome : numbers of wo-i ^^2?.;!?* 
men with children in their arms, whofe tender years and In- '*'**^"- 
nocence moved ever^ the triumvir's friends to compaffion, 
daily filled the temples and public places with their cries 
and lamentations. The people on this occaGon fpoke with 
a great deal of freedom and boldnefs : *^ This war (faid 
they) has been undertaken not for the public good, but for 
the private views of the triumvirs, who, fince they have 
reaped the advantage of it, ought to bear all the chargeSf 
;uid not fatisfy their foldlers at the expence of fo many dif- 
trefled families." 0£bavianus heard, and patiently opre^ 
tbefe complaints, with a difTimulation peculiar to himfelf* 
Unwilling to give occafion to frefli difturbances, he bor- 
rowed feveral fums of money ; but finding he could notraife 
what was fuflicient to fatisfy his foldiers, he broke through 
all difficulties, and, purfuant to his firft defign, allotted them 
the lands for their inheritance, which he had promifed in 
the beginning of the war (N). 

Ofta- 

r 

(N) Cremona, a ci^ greatly had more than her ihare in thefe 

attached to the intereft of Bru- misfortunes. Virgil had like to 

tas, fuffered mod in this iniqui- hav^ perifhed on this occadon 

tous diftribuHon ; and Mantua, by the hand of a centurion 

which was but too near to a named Arrius, who purfued him 

place abandoned to. the mercy with his drawn fword, for darinff 

^ the ungovernable foldiery, to dilute with him thepoire& 

feifioa 
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OAavianus was eicpofed to great dangers in tliis extttmt\f 
nice and difficult undertaking, the foldienr and people being 
equally cxafperatcd againft him. Few ot the veterans were 
fatisiied with the portion of the lands allotted to them ; An- 
tony's foldiers taxed Odavianus with partiality, in affigning 
the heft lands to his own men, and the worft to them. ,Ful- 
Tia did not fail to improve thefe difcontents ; and, being 
feconded by the conful Lucius, her brother-in-law, whom 
(he eafily gained over to herintercft, (he left nothing unat- 
tempted to exafperate the foldiers and people againft one 
who, (he perceived, was engroffing all the power to himfelf. 
Odavianus, ao longer able to bear the haughty and im- 
tkg daugh- perious behaviour of Fulvia, divorced her daughter Clodia, 
ur of Fui'. after having folemnly declared upon oath, that, for him, (he 
was ftill a virgin. This affront was touching the proud Ful- 
via in the moft fenfible part: fhe refolved henceforth tb keep 
no meafures with OAavianus, and accordingly began openly 
to encourage the veterans, who had ferved under her huf- 
band, to take arms againft his ungrateful coUeaene, who, 
though he had in no degree contributed to the victory, was 
now reaping all the advantage of it, with a view to engroff 
the whole power to himfelf, and exclude Antony, to whofe 
valour the viftory was entirely owing, from any (hare in 
the adminiftration. She appeared in all the aflemblies of 
the people, with the children (he had by Antony; and tiiere 
made bitter complaints of the cruel ufage (he pretended they 
had received from one who ought, with all the tendernen 
of a father, to have protefted them againft the infults of 
their enemies, Lucius, her brother-in-law, joined her en- 
deavours, by infinuating, that Oftavianus had nothing in 
view but toenflave Italy, deprive his colleagues of all power^^ 
and make both the fenate and people of Rome fubfervient 
to his will. He pretended to a£l by the diredions of, and 
in concert with, his brother, whofe chief concern, he Cud, 
was, to preferve the republic from the tyranny of the prond, 
crafty, and ambitious O^iavianus. This dilagreement be- 



fioQ of his {mjM e&Ate /tm th^ 
banks of the Mincius; and would 
tay^ deprived the world of the 
greateft poet Italy ever pro- 
duced, had he not happily ef- 
caped the fury of the enraged 
cemurion, by fwimmiag acroi^ 
the river. This very adventure 
fecms to have <:hiefly. contri- 
buted to the repwtaicioh and 
food forivncof thaiiiiiflQ^iblQ 



writer; for it put bim upon 
jgQing f.9 R^pm^, wher^ hi» €xmh 

ordinary talents being known to 
Maecenas and AfiniusPollio, he 
obtaiujpd by their intereft the 
reiititutioii of his Tann, wiiich 
is the fdbje6b of that excellent 
eclogue, the frft of his Buoo* 
lies, he being then about tweoi* 
t}r-eight yearn of age* 

Iween 
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tfwven ibc yowg ttiumvrr on one fide, and Lucius and Pul- The rtpuk- 
via on the other, gave rife co two difFei-ent fadlions, which lie rent n- 
rent the reipublic again into parties. The veterans, who "^'^'^^ 
had ferved under Antony, and fiich of the Italians as had J]^/**^* 
been driven from their ancient inheritances, fidcd with 
Fulvia and Lucius. The friends of the late dictator, and 
thofe legionaries who were fatisfied with the lands fallen to 
their (hare, took part with Oi^avianus f fo thA all Italy was 
in a fiame, and threatened with a new war ready to breakout 
within the walls of Rotne, where horrible diforders, and 
cruel murders, were daily committed by the infolent popu* 
lace, and ungovernable foldiefy of the two oppofite fac- 
doQS. To complete the misfortunes of Rome and Italy, z 
famine began to be felt all over the country, great part of . 
ihe lands lying uncultivated ever (ince the beginning of the 
civil war, the feas being befet with the enemy's fleets, and 
Sextus Pompeius holding Sicily, whence the contineqt, and 
efpecially the capital, was fupplied with corn. ' In this dif- 
trefs O^a-vianus would have comproniifed matters with 
Fulvta ; but (he would hearken only to the didates of her 
own refentment, and the infinuations of Manius, her huf- 
band's aigent, who affured her, that nothing but a war could 
force Ancony from the arms of Cleopatra^ and bring him 
kite Italy. 

Fulvia followed the pernicious advipe of Manius, and, Fulvian- 
abandoning Rome, retired to Praeneftc, a city which had tires from 
efpoiifed her caufc. There, forgetting her fex, (he appear- ^^'^f*^ 
«d with a helmet on her head, and a fword by her fide, af- cantp at 
ilexnbled fome legions^ harangued them> and performed all Fr^me/tu 
fun^ions of a general. Oftavianus, apprehenfive young 
Pompey might take advantage of the mifunderftanding be- 
tween him and Fulvia, fent a deputation to the camp of Prse- 
neftcy exhorting the female general, and her brother-in«» 
law, who, though confu], ferved in a manner as her fub« 
aItern,to lay afide ail animofities, and a£): in concert againft 
their common enemies. The deputies, who were all of the 
lenatorial order, and common friends to the triumvirs, would 
VaTe prevailed on Lucius to hearken to an accommodation, 
had he not been di^rted from it by the implacable Fulvia, 
and by Manius", whom Antony had appointed to manage his 
affairs in Rome duringhis abfence. He in a ftudied fpeech 
accufed Oftavianua of unfair dealing with refpefk to Antony, 
as if he- defigned to engrofs the whole power of the trium** 
virate to himfelf, and reduce his colleague to the ftate of a 
private man, though the vi£iory they had gained in the 
plains of Pbilippi was entirely owing to his valour ^« 

* *« Appiaii. ibtd« Dio. Hb. xlviit, p. 359; 360* Yell. Fat lib. it^ 
«ap; 74« Suet, in 06tav. cap, 62, 
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B«/A par* Odaviaausi upon the report ef bis deputies^ finding t Uriti 

iitsprt Unavoidable, began to aOemble his legions ; and both fides 

pari fvr prepared for hoftilities. In the mean time feTeral manifeftos 

^^* and declarations were publiflied by the oppofite parties, and 

fome very fpiritcd letters pafTed between Lucius and 0£la- 

vianus. The latter, feeing many of thq veterans join his 

enemies, difpatched an exprefs to Salvidienus, whom he had 

appointed his lieutenant in Spain, ordering him to haften in-( 

to Italy with the fix legions under his command. Salvidie^ 

nus, who had not yet reached his province, immediately re-i 

paffed the AIp&, and advanced with incredible expedition tn«* 

to Cifalpine Gaulf to join OAavianus, who had left the ca^ 

pital, and was afTembiing his forces in that province. Caius 

Afmius Pollio, and Publius Ventidius, two of Lucitt»'$ lieu«» 

tenants, who were encamped atithe foot of the Alps» foU 

lowed Salvidienus, haraffing him on his march, and cutting 

ofFhis convoys ; by which means they reduced him ta great 

difficulties. At the fame time Lucius, having 'afiembled a 

confiderable body of troops, advanced to meet Salvidienus^ 

and attack him in front, while his two lieutenants fell upon 

tffAv/VfV- his rear. He muft inevitably have been cut off with all his 

mtu refeuid troops, had not Vipfanius Agrippa, with a choice body o^ 

Jr^m^u- veterans, come feafonably tohis relief, andpoftinghimfelf 

^^ between him and Lucius, inverted the city of Sutrium. As 

/^ '^ ' the inhabitants of that place had fignalized their attachment 

to the intereft of Lucius, he flew to their affiftance ; a vaxy* 

tion which gave Salvidienus an opportunity of joining Agrip** 

pa^ and feizing with him, after he had taken Sutrium by 

aflault, all the pafles and defiles leading to the two camps of 

Pollio and Ventidius. 

Lu.cius, after having attempted in vain to open him** 
felf a pafiage fword^in hand, refolved to retire into the city 
of Perufi^^. and wait there, as in a place of fafety, for the 
'iMtius An» arrival of his two lieutenants : but Agrippa and SalvidienuSf 
imiius be- following him clofe, invefied the place before he had time 
M^*^^* to refie£l on the danger to which he expofed bimfelf and 
FiTufia. jjjg troops. 0£tavianu8 was no fooner informed of the 
defperate fituation of Lucius, than he advanced to Penifiaf 
and, in concert with his two Jteutenants, carried oh the 
fiege with great vigojir ; but, as he found it impoffible to 
take by aifault fo ftrong a place, garrifoned by a whole army, 
he refolved to reduce it by famine j and, with this view, 
furrounded it with a line of circumvallation fifty-fix fur- 
longs in compafs. From his camp he drew lines quite to 
the Tiber, which he ftrengtbened with ramparts, and 
flanked with towers at equal diftances. Thefe towers he 
filled with archers, llingersy and all forts of engines, to 

ppcvcnt 
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pfi^Vetit the enemy from receiving any convoys by water. ., 
Lucius, on bis iide» was continually haraiBng the work- 
men, and tbe legions that covered them/ with vigorous 
fallieS) in which his meily who were for the moil part 
gladiators, ha$r all the advantage, ^n one of thefe fallie^ 
0£bavianus himfelf narrowly efcaped falling into the ene- 
my's hands. In the mean time Fulvia detached, from her 
camp at Praenefte, L. Munatius Plancus, with a numerous 
body of chofen troops, ordering him to join Veniidius and 
Pollio, and with tlieir united forces oblige the enemy 
either to venture a battle, or raife the fiege. Plancus, in 
fpite of Agrippa and Salvidienus, whom O^avianus detach- 
ed againft him, joined Ventitlius and Pollio, and, together- 
with them, advanced as far as Fulginiuip, within a hun^* 
dred and (ixty furlongs of Perufia. Lucius was overjoyed. 
at thei^r approach,' which they took care to fignify to him 
by fires in the night, and other fignals. He did not in the 
leaft doubt that they would exert their utmoit endeavours 
for his relief. 

Such indeed was their defign : but Plancus, after hav- LuamU 
lag viewed tbe advantageous fituation of the enemy, de» g^n^rals 
dared, that they could not attempt the relief of the place, ^/f^f]^^ 
without expofing their troops to the greateft dangers His ^himH^^^ 
opinion prevailed \ and, as none of them approved of Lu- 
cius's condu£l, who had thus rafhly engaged in a war with- 
out his brother's knowlege, they retired, leaving their 
general, and his troops, in the utmoft defpair. The be* 
neged being already reduced to the greateft extremity for 
want of providons, they made a defperate fally ; but were 
driven back into the city, after having fought with un- 
paralleled bravery from nine at night till the next morning. 
Lucius, being determined to hold out to the laft, took an 
inventory of all the provifions in the place, which he daily 
meafured out fparingly to the foldiers, and inhabitants of 
free condition •, but allowed none to the flaves, and fervants ^^^ crudlj 
of the army, though he kept them at the fame time within ''/^""w, 
die city, and had them narrowly watched, left they Aould ^^T^^J^/; 
acquaint the enemy with the condition to which the garrifon 
was reduced. This was an inftance of inhumanity hardly 
to be matched in hiftory. Thofe unhappy perfons, re- 
duced to this defperate condition, wandered about the 
works in fearch of herbs, grafs, and roots, fome of them, 
even feeding upon the flefh of their dead companions^ 

At length the foldiers themfelves, no longer able to b^ar 
the famine, begged leave of Lucius to make a general fally^ 
choofing rather to die like brave men, than to live under the 
miferies they endured* The general approved of their 

Vol. XIL H * choice i 
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choice ; telling them, that they had nothing to dcperid U^^ 
on but their own valour ; and that, in their prefent circum- 
ftances, they mult either conquer or die. They refolved^ 
therefore, to make a defperate effort, and fally out by break 
of day, to avoid the diforders that might happen in the dark. 
Accordingly, having firft provided a great number of 
fpades, hooks, fcaling-ladders, and all forts of necefTary 
tools, to break down the wall with which 0£%avianus had 
inclofed the city, as foon as day began to appear, they rufli- 
ed out, and cut in pieces the enemy's advanced guards, filled 
the ditch in an inftant, plucked up the palifades, and be- 
gan to undermine the wall, while the rolling towers, which 
they had prepared for that purpofe, and filled with archers 
and dartmen, difcharged fliowers of darts and arrows upon 
the enemy. The ground was immediately covered with 
dead bodies, and nothing was heard but groans and cries 
of dying men. The foldiers of 03 avian us made a dread- 
ful havock of the affailants, their machines playing incef- 
fantly upon thqm from the ramparts, and overwhelming 
them with ihowers of arrows, darts, and ftones. But,. 
though many of them fell, the reft, not fo much afraid of 
death as of famine, continued lighting with amazing refo- 
lution, and, climbing up the wall, notwithftanding all op- 
pofition, drove the enemy from their ports. 

The difpute continued many hours with fuch obftinacy 
and fury as can hardly be expreffed ; and Lucius's men^ 
though they fought with all the difadvantage imaginable, 
would have gained a complete victory, had the forces been 
equal; but Offcavianus's troops being more numerous, and 
conttantly relieved with frefh fupplies, the befieged, weak- 
ened with hunger, overpowered with numbers, and cx- 
haufted with the length of the combat, were in the end 
driven from the wall. Thefe defperate wretches, though 
ftunned with thisir fall, ftill rtrove to climb up again, en- 
couraging with their words and gefturcs their companions^ 
who had not yet given ground. At length Lucius, fur-^ 
prifed at fuch extraordinary valour and fidelity, and know- 
ing that their courage only ferved to deftroy them, com- 
manded a retreat to be founded. Their adverfaries then 
ihouted aloud, ftriking, according to the cuftom of the 
Romans, when they had gained a vi£^ory, their fwordfl 
againft their bucklers. This exultation the befieged looked 
upon as an infult; therefore, getting together the few 
ladders that remained, they returned to the charge with 
new fury : and it was >yith the utmort difficulty, and not 
without tears, that Lucius prevailed upon them to retreat. 
Odavianus that night doubled his guards, and difpofed fe« 
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VcPal bddies of tfooji's on the ramparts in fuch manher^ that 
they could eafily relieve each other in cafe of a fuddea 
attack, which he apprehended *. 

/ Lucius> finding himfelf reduced ^o the utmoft extremity^ Ludus rtm ' 
without any hopes of relief, refolved to capitulate. Ac- M^^^^^ 
cordingly he difpatched three of the chief officers of his '^/''*'*^'' 
army to treat with 0£tavianus in his name. The general 
received the deputies in a very polite and obliging mslnner^ 
and returned this anfwer to their propofals, that he willingly 
pardoned all thofe who had ferved und^r Antony againft the 
murderers of his father $ but, as for the others, he infliled 
upon their furrendering at difcretion. Thus he fpoke to the 
deputies in common ; but afterwards, taking Furnius, one of 
them, a(ide, he told him, that he intended to extend his 
mercy to the whole army, a few only excepted^ who, from 
hatred to him, had been the occafion of all thefe difor- 
ders. Upon the report of the deputies, many illuftrious 
Romans, who had been always declared enemies to the 
triumvirate, afraid of falling into the hands of 0£tavianus> 
exhorted Lucius to infift on the fafety of all, and not to 
Furrender upon any other terms. 

Lucius, touched with compaffion for fo matly brave nieti, Goes tn 
whom he well knew Oftavianus would facrifice to his re- P^^fi^ '^ 
venge, refolved tonegociate in perfon, and putting himfelf (>^j^, 
itito the young conqueror^s hands, intercede for his unhap- ff^^ 
PY followers. Oftavianus received him with great marks 
of efteem and afFeftion ; and promifed, in confequehce of 
the regard he owed to him and his brother, indemnity to 
all who had taken part with him, on condition they would 
furrender without farther refiftance, and put him in pofTef- 
i)on of the city« Lucius, depending on this promife, or« 
dered his men to march out next day, and ackiowlege the 
young conqueror for their general ; which order they obey- 
ed accordingly, and were Incorporated into his troops. As 
for the inhabitants of Perufia, who had (hewn an inviol- 
able attachment to Lucius, Oftavianus ordered thofe who 
compofed the fenate, or council of the city, to be brought 
before him in chains ; and fentenced them all to die, con- 
trary to the articles of agreement, and the promife he had 
made. Some of thofe unhappy men pleaded innocence^ 
others begged mercy s but they had all one and the fame 
anfwer, ** JN4oriendum ,eft ; You muft die." Accordingly 
they were, to the number of three hundred, carried in 
chains to an altar raifed to Julius Caefar, and there inhu- 
manly butchered, as vi£Ums to his manes, on the ides of 
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March, the anniyerfary of his death. With them verd &* 
cfificed Caius Flavius» Clodius Bithynicus, and CanuttoSy 
three illuftrious fenators of Rome, zealou^ defenders of 
their ancient liberties. The city he delivered up to the luft 
and plunder of his foldiers } but Ceftius, furnamed Mace* 
donicus, from his having ferved a long time in Macedon^ 
ftornine to outlive the' ruin of his cottntry» and the miferies 
of his foUow-citizens, by fetting fire to his own houfci oc^ 
cafioned the total deftrudion of that ancient and once 
powerful city j for a high wind arifing, the flames fpread 
from houfe to houfe, and burnt with fuch violence, that io 
'a fhort time the whole city^ was laid in aihes. Such was 
the end of this unhappy war, commonly called the War of 
-PeruGaCO). 

The other officers who had ferved under Lucius> beitag 
driven with their forces out of Italy, Tiberius Claudius 
Nero, at the head of a few veterans, and a great number 
of ilaves, whom he had drawn together by promifing them 
their liberty, undertook to maintain the intereft, and fup- 
poTt the ruined party of Lucius, in the neighboUihpod of 



(O) Pollio, Ventidius, Plan- 
cus, and the other commanders 
of Antony, . though they had 
fiill thirteen legionsy-and fifteen 
hundred horfe, took refuge in the 
maritims cities, waiting there 
forfuccours from Antony ; but 
Odavianus purfuing them, A- 
finius PoUio went on board the 
fleet commanded by Domitius 
Ahenobarbds, Brutus's admi* 
ral, carrying with him feven 
legions. . Plancus, being clof€ly 
purfued by Agfippa, aBan« 
doned the two legions he com- 
nunded, and went to join Ful- 
viaat Praenefle. The legions 
went over to Agrippa; but 
Plancus, together with Fulvia, 
fled from Praenefle to Puteoli, 
and from thence to Brundu* 
fium, where they both em- 
barked, and paiTed over into 
Macedon. The other com* 
manders made their efcape into 
SIpily, where they were kindly 

(t) Appian. p. 67%^ tc feq. 
JDiOi lib. xlviii. p. 36i-*36S* 



received by Sextus Pompeius, 
who, had he not been of a iloth- 
ful and Indolent temper, mig^c 
have improved thefe divifiona 
to his advantage, and with great 
eafe fubdued all Italy. For 
StatiusMurcus, difagreeing with 
Domitius Ahenobarbus, the 
other republican admiral, had 
joined him with two complete 
legions, and twenty-f»Qr (htps, 
carrying with him immenfe 
fums, which he had extorted 
from the maritime cities of Afla* 
Befides, he had received a 
ilrong reinforcement from Ce« 
phalenia, conHflingof veterans, 
who had efcaped mm the b^u 
tie of Philippi. But the indo- 
lent Pompey, though in condi- 
tion to invade Italy,' and crufll 
the party of the triumvirs, con- 
tented himfelf with ravaging 
the coafis, a£iing more like a 
pirate than a general (1)4 



Veil. PatercuL lib. ii. cap. yum-jp 
Naples. 
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Kaplcs (3?). Bm ht§ tym and iin<itfciplmed troops, -at die 
«{>proat:h «f Ofl:avlanu^« vi^orious army, imniediately dif*. 



IPI 




tlie £ea»(ide^ hoping he (hould knd feme veflel to convey 



liim to Sicily { (J ). As fQjr Tiberius and Livia, OQavianiis 
purfaed them clofc ; but they, after having efcaped a thou- 
iand dangers, attended only by one domeftic, found a fmall 
boat, in which they were tranfported to Sicily (R). Oc- 
tavianus now returned to Rome, wbich be entered in tri* 
umpbant robes, and crowned wi^h laurel. Public feafts^ 
were celebrated for feveral days together -, and it was en- 
ftfied, by a decree of the fenate ai>d people, that whenever 
•ny general fliould for the future merit a triumph, Oda- 
vianus fliould have a fliare in bis honour ^ 

During tfaefe important tranfa&ions, Antony remained at yr. of PU 
Alexandria inglorious and inaftive, intent upon nothing but 1314. 
the enjoyment of thofepleafuresand diveriions with which AntcChn 
the queen entertained him, every day heightening the deiu- „ A*' 
Con by the charms of novelty (S). In the mean time all ' ' ' 

Syria 
y Applan. Dio, Veil. Patcrc. iWd. 
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(P) Tiberius had been ho- 
nourec^with great employments 
hf JuBus Csefar, who had a 
particular efteem for him. Noc- 
withilanding all the favours he 
.hsA recieived at Gefar'^ hand^, 
be declared for the amfpirators. 
He had, by a timely flight, 
avoided the fury of the profcrip- 
tion ; and fiding with Lucius at 
the beginning of this war, had 
fhut himfelf up with him in the 
city of Perufia, whence he 
found means to make his efcape 
into Campania, where he railed 
the army mentioned above. 

( <XS) Livia was the daugh- 
ter of Livius Drufus Claudia- 
11U8, who was killed in the bat- 
tle of Philippi, fighting for 
Brutus and CafHus. 

(R) Here we cannot help re* 
fle6HQg, with Velleius Pater- 
culus, on the ilrange turns of 
fortune ; which ought to teach 



us, that as to future events, our 
fears are often as groOndlefs as 
our hopes. Livia was flfiog 
from an enemy, whofe a&e- 
tions (he was one day to gain, 
and maintain to the hour of .his 
death ; and the infant (he car- 
ried in her arms was to fucceed 
06tavianu8, and after him rulj5 
the Roman empire with abfo- 
lute power. 

(S) Nothing was talked of at 
cdurt but feafts, (hows, and 
revels. Mirth, jollity, and 
pleafures had baniibed all 
bufinefs, all ferious thoughts. 
They gave their way of living 
a particular name, calling it the 
inimitable life. They treated 
one another by turns, on whiA 
occafion their expences weri 
beyond all credibility. 

Cleopatra daily contrived new 
divcrfions for Antony's enter- 
tainment ; and the mod incon* 
H J £der* 
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Syria and Palasftine being grievoufly opprefled widi tbcp 
. taxes, the Aradians killed tbofe who were fent to coUe£i 
them ; and joining the Palmyrenians, and kv^zX petty 
. princes of Syria, called in the Parthians, whicl) put the 
. whole country into the utmoft confufion, For the Parthi- 
anS) on this invitation, paffing the Euphrates under the 
comn^and of Pacorus, their king's fon, and Labienus, ^ Rp* 
man general (T), overcame in a pitched battle S^xa, An* 
tony's lieutenant in Syria, ind forced him to take refuge in 
Cilicia. After this viftory, the two generals divided their 
army : Labienus, with one part of it, purfued Saxa intor 
Cilicia» where he flew him, defeated his army, over-ran all 
Afia Minor, and forcing Antony's lieutenants into the 
• iflands, reduced all the places as far as the {{ellefpont aqd 
the JEzezn Sea. At the fame time Pacorus, with the other 
part of the army, fubdued all Syria and Pbo^nice as far as 
Tyre» which city alone held out againft him, the remains of 
the Roman .forces in that country having got thither before 
him ^ An account of thefe fuccefTes was brought to An- 
.tony at Alexandria ; and at the fame time news came of 
the ill (l^te of his aff'^irs in Italy, and of the unfuccefsf^l 
ivar which his brother Lucius had waged with 0£^avianus. 
When he receiYcd thefe tidings, recovering, as it were, 
from a fit of intoxication, he refolved at length to leave 
Cleopatra, and march againft the Parthians. With thi^ 
view, having afTembled two hundred fliips, he failed to 
Tyre ; but finding the adjacent country in, the hands of the 
enemy, and receiving at the fame »me difagreeable letters 

« Dio, Appian. ibid. & in ParthieU. Fl6r. lib. iv. cap. 9* £pit« 
Liv. lib. cxxrii. Plut. in Anton. Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiv* cap. sj. 



iiderable trifles, when managed 
by her, received fuch an air as 
made them agreeable di\'eriion8. 
They often rambled about the 
flrcets in the night hand-in- 
hand, Cleopatra drcffed like an 
ordinary woman, and Antony 
like a flave ; and ip that dif*- 
guife entering the public houfej, 
mixed with the mob. Cleopa- 
tra took great delight in thefe 
^pcditions, as they gave her 
rooqi tp 4ifplay her wit and hu- 
mour in retorting the raillery of 
the vulgar. They frequently 
^ct with rough treatment, anS 
fojnetimcs with^ blows. This 



kind of behaviour, highly un- 
becoming a queen, and a Ro> 
man magiflrate, a general, and 
a copqueror, who was at this 
time forty and upwards, feemed 
very ilrange to the grave and 
J)etter fort of people ; but the 
populace were highly pleafed 
with their fnolicks, faying of 
Antonjr, , that they had great 
obligations to him, for ftiewing 
them his comical countenance, 
and referving his tragical one 
for the Romans, 

(T) This Labienus was ih^ 

fon of Titus Labienus, who had 

been Capfar's lieutepapt in Gau\. 

front 
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from Fttlvhy he changed his refolution, and determined tp Antony 
fail direftly to Italy. refoUues f 

After having reinforced the garrifon of Tyre, he de.- '^^'«''« ^» 
parted for Athens, where he met Fulvia, whom he highly '^^^* 
blamed as the chief caufe of the late diforders. In this 
city he received certain advice, that 0£tavianus had fecured 
Tranfa]pine Gaul, and forced the fon of Calenus, after the 
death of his father, to join him with eleven legions, which 
he commanded in that province. As Tranfalpine Gaul 
had been, by a private agreement between the two trium- 
virs aStef the battle of Philippi, yielded to Antony, he con-* 
fidered this invafion as* an open declaration of war ; and 
therefore putting to fea without lofs of time, fct fail for 
Italy, without (hewing the lead concern for Fulvia, whom 
he left fick at Sicyon. Tliis fcornful negleft completed 
what his infidelity had begun ; for (he died in that city ^ht dtaih 
foon after Jier hufband's departure. Antony, in crofEng of Fulvia. 
the loniain Sie^, was met by Domitius Ahenobarbus, the 
republican ^id^ir^ ^ who, inftead of oppofing him, came 
jon board his galley^ ^nd furrendered the command of his 
fleet, induced to thi$^a£iion by Afinius PoUio, who had fled 
from Italy after the forrender of Perufia, and taken refuge 
on board Domitius's fleet. The two fleets, thus joined, an- 
chored on the coaft of Epirus, and from thence failed for 
Brundufium.. 

In this city 0<f^avianus had ftationcd five legions, who Antony ar* 
ihut the gates againft Antony, refufing admittance, not to ^'•vw tn 
him, they faid, but to Domitius, who was the inveterate Italy yan4 
enemy of Oftayianus. Upon this refufal Antony imme- t^oBrundu" 
diately blocked up the place, and at the fame time dif- jium, 
patched one of his officers to Pompey in Sicily, inviting 
that general to join with him againft Oflavianus, and in- 
vade Italy. Pompey readily accepted the propofal, made a 
defcent, and took feveral cities on the coaft, while Antony 
purfued the fiege of Brundufium with great vigour. Odla*- 
vianus, having alfembled his legions, and detached Agrippa 
with a confiderable body againft. Pompey, marched with 
• the reft to the relief of the befieged city : but his veterans 03avia^ 
refufing to draw their fwords againft Antony, he was nus and 
obliged to liften to an accommodation, which at length ^^^^^ 
was accompliflied by the interpofition and management of ^*!!JI*^1* ^ 
Cocceius, Pollio; and the famous Msecenas(U). This ^g^f^ 
dangerous breach being made up, and all paft offences and 
affronts mutually forgiven, th^ foldiers of the two armies, 

(U) Caius Cilnius Maecenas, Virgil and Horace as the liberjil 
freil known from the verfes of patron of the polite artSf 

H4 to 
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td ina1t< tl»e fricndHnp of their generals more lafting, <ie« 

fired it might be cemented with the ties of Mood $ and pro- i 
pofed a match between Antony and O&avianus's fifter Oo 
tavia, who was lateiy become a widow by the death of Mar<» 
Cellus (W). Tho«gh the qneen of Egypt had fo large a 
ihare in Antony's heart, yet the match was no fooner pro-i> 
pofed to him, than he agreed to it with inexpreffible fa-» 
tisfadion, at leaft in appearance. 

At this juncture, the two triumvirs had an intervieWi in 
wt^icb» after mutual ^romifes of lafting friendfliip, they 
^g#eed to a new partition of the Roman empire 5 by rirttie 
whepeof Codropotis (X), a town oT lilyricum, was to be 
the boundary of their dominions 3 all from that place, weft- 
ward, was allotted to Odiavianus; and all eaftward, tei 
Antony, fo that the former had Daimatia, the two Gaids, 
Spain, and Sardinia ; and the latter, all the eaftern pro- ' 
vinces, quite to the Euphrates. Africa was left to Lepi- 
^us, who had been fcnt by Odavianus, wi^th fix legions, 
into that province fome time before 'the arrival of Antony, 
It was agreed, that Antony fhould make war upon the Par- 
Chians, and Odavianus reduce Pompey, if he refufed to 
Cubmit to reafonable conditions. Italy was left common to 
both the triumvirs for raifmg forces to carry on thcfc wars. 
To thcfe conditions Antony added, that OStavianus fliotrM 
pardon Domitius Ahenobarbus, and likewife a-llthofe who 
bad borne arms againft him in the war of Perufia. The 
two generals, thus reconciled, marched together to Rome, 
•where the marriage between Antony and 0£lavia was fo- 
lemnized with the utmoft pomp and magnificence. When 
the ceremony was over, Antony, to give Odavianus an un- 
Ur. -deniable proof of the finccrity of his intentions, difcovered . 
that Salvidienus, one of his lieutenants, had offered him 
bis troops, and his fervice, when Oftavianus fent him into 
Spain ; and that he had repeated the fame offer •at Brun- 
dufium. In confequence of this information, Odiaviantis 
*accufcd Salvidienus of treachery before the fenate, who de- 



(W) CM^avianus had a great 
Teneration and lendemefs for 
his fifter; and, todoherjufHcc, 
•none of her fex ever had a bet- 
|er claim to the efteem and ve- 
neration of mankind j for though 
^c excelled all the women of 
her age, Cleopatra herfelf not 
excepted, in beauty, yet the 
charms of hof perfon were far 
inferior to thofeof her mind. 



(X) This city is called by 
Appian Scodra, <(he fit nation 
whereof agrees with that of Co- 
dropolis* Scodra, jdow Jcnown 
to the Turks by the name of 
Efcodar, and to the Italians by 
that of Scutari, was anciently 
the capital of the country of the 
Labeates, a people of Illy ricura, 
and is at prefent -the cblj^f d^ 
of Albania. 

clarcd 
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elared him an enemy to the people of Rome;, fentcnced hii» 
to death, and ordered thanks to be publicly returned to the 

fods for the difcovery of the treafon. At the fame time 
fanius, of whom we have already fpokcn, was, by Anto- 
ny's order, put to deafh^ as having been the chief author of 
Ae late difturbances *. 

Pompey, who was mafter at fea, keeping all the ports of Zomet^ 
Itaiy blocked up with his numerous fleets, Rome was re- ^ifirtfs^ 
iduced to the utmoft extremity for want of provifions, espe- 
cially of corn, which was become fo dear, that the peop^ 
were extremely clamorous. In this emergency Antooy 
f^reifed his colleague eiihcr to make peace with Pompey, cJ 
oblige him, by a vigorous war^ to recall his fleets, and leave 
the lea open for trade and navigation. Odlavianus was more 
inclined to war, Pompey having lately conquered the iflands 
of Sardinia and Corfica j but as he wanted money to carry 
it on, with Antony's approbation, he laid two taxes on all the 
inhabitants of Rome and Italy ; the one of four drachmas 
and a half for every flave, the other on all legacies. This ^h^tgopU 
impofition fo provoked the populace, that they aflaulted rifi^ 
O^avianus in the forum, and would have torn him In 
pieces, had not Antony haftened to his afliftance with a 
body of troops, which was encamped at the gates of the 
city. The rabble were foon difperfed, feveral of them ^ 

i^IQed, and their bodies thrown into the Tiber ; but, as the 
famine ftill continued, the populace, Yiotwith (landing the 
-punifhment of a few, grew daily more outrageous. 

Antony, therefore, fearing a general infurre£l ion, wrote Thetri" 
to Lucius Scribonius Libo, then in Sicily with Pompey bis umifirs 
fon-in-law, inviting him to Rome, to treat of an accommo- ^g^'^ ^ 
dation between Ociavianus, Pompey, and himfelf. Pom- ^^^^^^^ 
pey was overjoyed at this propofal, as was alfo Statins Mur- ^nhPom^ 
cus ; but Menas, whom fome writers call Menodorus, one pey. 
of Pompey's enfranchifed flaves, and a fea-officer of great 
experience and bravery, not only oppofed it, but. with 
groundlefs infinuations entirely eftranged Pompey from Muf- 
cui, who prefTed him, with great earneftnefs, to accommo- 
date all diferences with the triumvirs, and reftore Italy to its 
former tranquility. Murcus retired to Syraciife, where he 
was murdered by fome flaves, whom Pompey afterwards 
commanded to be executed, to clear himfelf from the mur- 
der. It was, however,, commonly believed, that Menas had 
aflafBnated him by Pompey's orders. Notwithftanding Me- . ^ 

* nas's o^ppofition, Pompey allowed Libo to go to ncMiie, 

« P1ttt.& Ap|»an« ibid. Liv. Epit. lib* cxxvii. Die, lib^xlviti* 
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where he persuaded Oflavianus and Antony to come to aa 
interview with Pompey, that they might in perfon difcul$ 
their pretenfions, and put an end to their differences. To 
this propofal Pompey confented, at the earned requeft of 
his officers ; and advanced with his fleet to the promontory 
formed by Mount Mifenus, where he and Libo in a galley^ 
and the two triumvirs on a kind of mole made for that pur- 
pofe, exhibited their mutual claims and pretenfions. Pom-r 
pey demanded to be admitted into the triumvirate> inftead 
of Lepidus, whofe authority declined daily. This demand 
feemed very reafonable to Pompey, but quite otherwife to 
Antony and Oftavianus; fo that, after a warm and long 
difpute, they parted without coming to any refolution, 
Pompey, who knew he had it in his power to reduce Kome^ 
and ail Italy^ to the utmoft' extremity, and force the inha* 
hitants to take arms againft the triumvirs, was for breaking 
off the conference, and returning to Sicily j but. Libo ad-? 
vifed him to continue the negotiations, at leait by deputies \ 
with this advice he complied. 

The fecond day he dropped his pretenfions to ^ place in 
the triumvirate, but propofed the following preliminaries : 
I* That thofe who had been concerned in the death of Cae-* 
far ihould only be baniflied;^ and be at liberty to choofe the 
place of their exile. 2. That fuch as had been profcribed 
on any account whatever, fliould be allowed to return tp 
Rome. 3. That the latter fhould be reftored tp the poffefr 
Con of their lands and fortune. Antony and Oflavianus 
abfolutely rejefted the two firft articles, and only copfentecf 
that thofe, who were not in the number of the confpirators, 
fhould be allowed to purchafe their eflates. Moft part of 
thofe who were about Pompey, tired with fuch a long and 
deftruftive war, and dreading the fate of Murcus, declared, 
"that they were willing to return to Rome even upon the 
conditions propofed by the triumvirs ; a declaration which 
■fo difpleafed Pompey, that, in a tranfport of paffiion, he 
tore his robe, calling thofe who fubmitted to fuch fhame- 
ful conditions traitors, and cowardly deferters. ** Menas 
. (faid he) is the only true friend I have in the world; Me- 
nas alone has given me wholefome and difinterefted advice.'* ' 
However, at the earneft entreaties of his mother Mutia, of 
Julia, Antony's mother, and of Libo, his father-in-law. he 
confented to a fecond interview, in which, after three days 
debates, the following articles were agreed to by the con- 
.' tending parties. 

* I. That Pompey fhould be left in poffefGon of Sicily^ 
Sardinia, Corfica, and the adjacent iflands 5 and fhould be- 
fidcs have Peloponnefus yielded to him* 2. That he fhould 

hayf 



Tbt Roman Hijlory* 107 

have the privilege of demanding the confulate, though ab-» 
fent, and of difcharging that pffice by any of his friends. 
3. That the dignity of pontifex maximus fhould be con- 
ferred upon him, and feventy thoufand great fcfterces Ta- 
ilored to him put of his father's confifcated eftate. 4. That 
fuch as had takers refuge with him merely out of fear, 
fhould be allowed to return, and enjoy their eftates ; an4 
that the profpribed p(erfonS| who were not guilty of Caefar's 
death, flioiild have only the fpprth part of their eftates re- 
ftored, 5. That trade and navigation fhould be free ; that 
Pdmpey fhould withdraw ^is tropps from Italy 5 that he 
fhould fufFer no inroads pr defcents to be made upon the 
coafls, nor fiuild more fhips. 6. That he fhould not fqr 
the future receive the flav^s who fled to him ; that thofc 
who had borne arms under him fhould be declared free ; • 
and that bis legionaries, when the time of their fervice was 
.expired, fhould have their fhare in the divifipn of lands 
with thofe of Antony and 0£tavianus. 7^ That he fhould 
immediately fepd tp Rome the corn he bad retained, oblige 
^he Sicilians to pay annually what corn was due to the re- 
public out of their ifland, and clear the feas of all pirates. 

This treaty was figne^ by the three chiefs, and fent to 
Rome, to be depofited in the hands of the Vcftals ^. They ^^ ^^^ 
then agreed to treat each other, in token of their fincere rcr um'virs 
conciliation ; and it fell %o Pompey's lot to make the firft and Pom- 
entertainment. Antony afkcd him where he defigned to ^CF^'*'''' 
Kccive them ; ^^ in Carinis," anfwered Pompey pleafantly ; '^^^^^^^ 
for the word carina^ in Latin, Egni&QS Jhips; and was like- 
wife the name of the ward, or part of the city, where Pom- 
pey the great had a flately palace, which Antony had feized. 
Antony underflood the raillery, but was not very quick at 
repartees. On the day appointed for the entertainment, 
Pompey, having brought his galley near the fhore, and 
niade a bridge to it from the promontory, received his two 
gttefts with great politenefs. Here Oftavianus feemed tp 
have forgot his ufual waririefs and circumfpeftion ; and this 
entertainment would have coft both him and his colleague 
dear, could Pompey have prevailed upon himfelf to violate 
the laws of honour and hofpitality. While they were at 
table, and Pompey and Caefar growing warm with wine, 
began to rally Antony upon his amours, and fondnefs for 
^he fair Egyptian queen, Menas whifpered Pompey in the 
car, ** You have now a fair opportunity of revenging the 
^eatb of your father and brpthcj", and making yourfelf maf- 
fer oJFthe wl^ole Roman empire : it is but cutting the cable ^ 

■ k AppUn. Pio, Plut. ibid. 
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'leave tlie reft to mc." The blow was fnre, and tie tcmptsi- 
tion violent ; Pompey^s fleet being drawn up in order of 
*t)attle, and all the triumvirs forces ;iftiore. Pompey, ftartkd 
at the fudden propofal, replied, ** This you might have 
done without imparting it to me ; but now let us make the 
heft of our prefent condition, for I cannot prevail upon my-* 
•felf to violate my faith once given .^ 

Antony and Oftavianus treated Pompey in their tums^ 
wirti great demonftrations of friendfliip ; for the confirming 
of which, and cementing it with new ties, Pompey, who 
^Rras fincere, propofed a match between his daughter and 
M. Marcdius, the fon of Oftavia by her former huiband ; 
which Oftavianus confenting to, they both entered into the 
ufual engagements, Pompey for his daughter, and Ofta- 
vianus for his nephew, who was at that time but an infant. 
This is the famous M. Marccllus, whom Od:avianQS ap- 
pointed his heir, failing iffue male of his own, and whofe 
virtues are fo highly commended by the prince of tiic Latin 
poets ^. Before the three chiefs parted, they named eohfu^ 
for the four following years ; Antony and Libo for the firft, 
Oftavianus and Pompey for thefecond, Domitius andSob* 
fiu^ for the third, and Antony and Caefarforthe fourtli. 
The confuls of this year, in which t^ie treaty was concluded, 
were Cn. Domitius Calvinus and C. Afiriius PoUio, who had 
Succeeded L, Antonius and P. Servilius Vatia Ifauficus ; 
but before their year expired, L. Cornelius Balbus and P. 
Canidius Craflus, on what account we know not, were fufc- 
llituted in therr room'**. * 

All differences being thus compofed, Pompey, tsflcing 
leave of Antony and Octavian us, returned to Sicily, and the 
other two repaired to Rome, where they were welcomed 
with loud acclamations of the people, overjoyed to fee 
themfelves delivered from a cruel famine, which badWgufi 
to rage with greac fury in the capital, and all the provinces 
of Italy. The joy of the people was increafed upon the re*- 
turn of many illuftrious citizens, who had been profcribed 
ty the triumvirs, or forced to fly their country through -fear 
of falling into the hands of Oftavianus, after the furrender 
of Perufia ( Y). Antony and Oftavianus, after a fhort ftay 
at Rome, took leave of each other, and, cfuitting thecapitaf, 
fet out, the former for Greece, and the latter for -Gaul. 

'« Vide Vkg. JSoeid. lib. vi. ver..856, &^q. ^ Dio, Ub. «li«. 

. '(Y) Among thefe were L« Nerp^ M. Cicero, the fon of 
'Arruntius, "M. Junius Silanus, the orator, and many other ci- 
C. Sentius Saturnin^s, M. Ti- tizeuis of gr^eat dillindion. 
tius^ M. Claudius Tiberius . \ 

Some 
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Soine hatldtis beyond the Alps having stttempted to ihabe 
off the yoke, 0£ta>viantiS) to wbofe ihare Gaul was fallen, OBaa^is* 
marched againft them in perfon ; ami having eafily reduced nmr 
theiiA, repaired the Alps, and (lopped in Hetruria. Antony marches 
difj^aifched Vent idius into Afia, to flop the inroads of the ^'^^•^'•«tf^ 
Parthians } but went himfelf no farther than Athens, where ^^2' 
iie fpent the winter with Oclavia, in the fame excefles of 
ittxilry, folly, and chlldiih diver fions, as he had before en- 
joyed with Cleopatra at Alexandria (Z). 

In the mean time news were brought to Antony of a fig- Refolvest^ 
nal vi£lory gained by Ventidius over the Parthians, for march inf 
which he made great rejoicings j but being informed at the *^^^* 
fame time that Pacorus was making preparations, with a 
defigfi to invade Syria again, and thinking it inconfiilent 
with hh reputation to continue idle at Athens, and fufFer 
"his lieutenant to deprive him of the glory of this war, he 
a^mbled bis troops early in the fpring, aod refumed, with 
the marks of his dignity, all the majefty of a Roman general. 
When his army was ready to march, he made himfelf a 
garland of the olive-tree confecrated to Minerva, and filled 
a veflel with the water of the Clepfydra, to carry along with 
him (A). He left Athens, after having made an entertain* 
ment for all the inhabitants of that populous city, and 
marched with his forces into the £aft. Before he reached 

(Z) A« he loved wiiie, he want money." Antony would 

wa« wonderfully pleafed with abate nothing of the fum, which - 

the title of Bacchus, which di- was levied upon all the inha- 

vinity he took upon him to per- bitants, who revenged them- 

ibaate in a proceilion he made felves, according to their cuf- 

opon the joyful . tidings of the torn, with fatires and lampoons, 

fuccefs of his arms in the Eaft. of which his amours with Cleo- 

During thefe public rejoicings, patra were the chief fubje6i t. 

tbe Greeks fct no bounds to but he laughed at their jefts. 

their flattery; thejr fell pro- and took their money (i). 
ftrate before the pretended Bac- (A) This was a" fountain ift 

ehus, befeeching him to marry the citadel of Athens, andwa* , 

Minerva, the tutelar deity of called Clepfydra, as being 

their city* Antony confented fometimes full of water, and 

to the match; but aiked a thou- fometimes empty, like thofe 

iand talents for the portion of veffels which were anciently in 

^c goddefs. ** Your father, ufe among the Greeks, and 

Jupiter, (anfwered one of the alfo the Egyptians, to meafurc 

Athenians), required no for- time by the running out of tho 

iwnc with your mother Semele.'* water, Antony imagined, that 

*' It is true (replied Antony) ; this water would not a little con- 

kic Jupiter was rich, and I tribute to thefuccefsofhisarmt*. , ^ 

(t) Plttt. in Anton. Apptan. ibid, & Dio,ibid» 

tha 
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rititidius ^^^ l*certe of aftion Ventidius gained a third vi^or^, itidfe 

gains ^reat glorious than the other two ; whereby he fully revenged the 

4iiM/antages death of Craflus, and redeemed the honour of the Romari 

J^^'"'^' name, which had fuffered much fince the battle of Garrhaej 

^^ ' for Pacorus himfclf, with above twenty thoufand of hh bcft 

men, was flain in this battle, of which we have' given aii 

account in our hiftory of the Parthians. Had Ventidius 

purfued all the advantages of' this *vi£tory, he might have 

extended the bounds of the Roman empire to the banlcs of 

'^ the Tigris ; but riot thinking it prudent to pufh his good 

fortune any farther, for fear of giving Antony umbrage, hd 

turned his arms againft thofe who had revolted in Syria and 

Phoenice, during the late war. 

Purfuant to this defign, when Antony dfrived, he was 
befieging Samdfata, the capital of Comagene, whither An- 
it Sfintjftd tiochus, khig of that country, had retired. Antony, ori 
kjf Antony, {jjg arj-Jval, difmifled this brave commjrnder, and fent him 
to Rome, to demand of the fenate and people the honours 
of a triumph, being glad to get rid of a fubaltern, whofc 
glory eclipfed that of his general. Antiochus, from the 
beginning of the fiege, had offered to Ventidius a thou- 
fand talents for his^ pardon, and promifed entire obedience 
and fubmillion to all Antony's commands. Thefc offers 
being rejcfted by Antony, the befieged, dreading his rc-« 
fentment, defended the place with fuch vigour and intre- 
pidity, that the Roman general began to repent his not ac- 
cepting the firft offer. He was, in the end, glad to come 
to an accommodation with Antiochus for three hundred 
talents, that he might raife the fiege with honour, which 
otherwife he (hould be forced to relinquifti in a (hameful 
manner, his foldiers being difpleafed with his difmiffing 
Ventidius, under whofe conduft they had gained fo many 
viftories *. After this pacification, Antony, having ap- 
pointed Sofius his lieutenant in Cilicia, Syria, and Palef- 
Wi returns tine, left the army to his command, and retamed to Oda- 
u Athens, ^j^ ^^ Athens. 

Vetv dif' New difputes arifing between Pompey and 0£):avianus, 

putes be- the latter was intent on making the neceffary preparations 

tween for war, being determined to feize the firft opportunity 

^"dO^a ^^^^ offered to invade Sicily. The late treaty of peace had 

«rL»«/.^ regulated their prctenfions, but not their ambition ; and 

that animofity between Julius Caefar and Pompey the Great, 

which had laid wafte the Roman world, ftill fubfifted in 

the minds of their fucceffors. The apparent fubje£l: of their 

quarrel was Peloponnefus, which had been yielded to Pom- 

• Pluft^ io Anton. Appian. in Parthic. Dio, lib. xiix. p*405. 
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pcy, in virtue of the treaty. 0£lavianu» pretended, that 
the tributes, owing from that province to the republic be- 
fore the treaty, wei*e dUe to the triumvirs, and that Pom* 
pey ought to be refponfible for them ; Pompey maintained, 
that they had yielded him that country free from all charges. 
As a breach was likely to enfue, Pompey caufed his old 
gallies to be refitted, and feveral new (hips to be built. 
This ftep was contrary to the late treaty, and therefore a 
plaufible pretence for O^^avianus to invade Sicily. He 
therefore reinforced his army with new levies, and aflem- 
bled ihips on the coafts of the Adiiatic and Tyrrhenian 
fcas. 

Pompey, informed of thefc preparations, once more Rami r#-- 
blocked up the ports of Italy, and in a fhort time reduced duadagam 
the populous capital to its former diftrefs. The people, ^ognat 
threatened again with famine, began to complain, and ^^^'''* 
feemed difoofed to mutiny, if their grievances were not 
foon redreifed. But Oflavianus, who had a numerous army 
on foot, continued his preparations for war, both by fea 
and land, without liftening to the complaints of the dif- 
contcnted populace. He urged Antony to leave Athens, 
and pafs into Italy, that they might confult about the moft 
proper meafures for crufliing Pompey, their common rival. 
He iikewife acquainted Lepidus with his defign, who was 
then in Africa, which had fallen to his Ihafe in the laft di- 
viGon of the Roman dominions, exhorting him to equip hia 
fleet with all poflible expedition, that they might aft in con- 
cert, and both invade Sicily at the fame time. Antony, in 
compliance with his requefl, came to Brundufium ; but 
not finding him there at the time appointed, he returned 
to Athens ; whether out of fonie diftruft he had of Ofta- . 
vianus, or becaufe he was alarmed by certain prodigies, is 
oncertain (B). Whatever his reafons were, he reimbarked, 
leaving a letter for Oftavianus, wherein he exhorted him 
to adhere to the conditions of the laft treaty. Lepidus, who 
was a man of an indoletit difpofition, fpent the whole fum- 
mer in making preparations, and did not leave Africa t^ 
the following year j fo that the burden of the war fell upon 
0£^avianu8, whofe boundlefs ambition would allow him no 
reft, till he had got rid of fo powerful a rival, and made 
bimfelf mafter of the wealthy ifland he pofTefTed. 

(B) One of his centineh was bad omen. The inhabitants 

devoured by wolves, no part of of Brundufium told him, that at 

his body being left entire, ex- break of day they had feen a 

cept his face; this was a very wolf come out of his tent. 
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tn the mldft of his cares» and warlike preparation^} \^ 
found no fmall relief in the agreeable converfation of Li-> 
via, with whofe charms, and refined wit> he was fo en- 
chanted, that he divorced bis own wife Scribonia (C)^aQd 
married her, though then big with child, her hufband Clau-^ 
diu9 Tiberius Nero not daring to oppofe the inclinations oi 
fo powerful a lover. Li via had one fon by Tiberius, wko 
bore his father*s name, and, three months after her mar-« 
riage with Odlavianus, flie was brought to bed of another, 
named Drufus. Of th^fe children, and their mother Livia, 
we fhall have occafion to fpeak in the fequel of this hiftory. 
The charms of Li via, however powerful, were not able to 
divert Odavianus from the purfuit of his ambitious views. 
He continued his warlike preparations, recalled the legions 
he had left in Tranfalpine Gaul, and aflembled a great num* 
ber of vefTcIs in the ports of Hetruria, and at Ravenna, on 
the Adriatic fea. 

As his fleet was not yet in a condition to cope with that 
of Pompey, he mull have deferred his Sicilian expedition 
till the return of Antony, and the arrival of Lepidus, bad 
not fortune favoured him beyond expeflation ; for MenaSt 
the fr^edman of Pompey, an ^officer of great valour and 
experience in maritime aAairs, being offended with his ma& 
ter for not revenging the death of fome of his freedmen, 
tilled by the fenators who were about him, revolted to Qo 
tavianus \ and joining him with three legions, and the nu« 
merous fleet which he commanded, delivered to him the 
iflands of Corfica and Sardinia. 0£lavianus received him 
with real joy : allowed him the privilege of wearing a gold 
ring, and fitting among the Roman knights, and appointed 
him commander in chief of the fleet which be had brought 
over. This Infult Pompey confidered as a declaration o£ 
war ; and therefore immediately fent out Menecrates^ a 
freedman, and a mortal enemy to Menas, with a numerous 
fquadron, to ravage the coafts of Italy ; but being met on 
his return by a fquadron of Oflavianus's fleet, commanded 
by C. Calvifius, and bis ancient rival Menas, a bloody en« 
gagement enfued, in which Menecrates and Menas diftin-* 
guifhed themfelves above the other commanders. They 
i^ere both men of great courage and intrepidity j and there* 



(C) Scribonia was the After 
of Scriborxius Libo, father-in- 
law to Pompey. 0£lavianus 
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Pompey J by that alliance, from 
fiding with Antony, who feem- 
ed inclined to efpoufe the quar« 
rel of his brother Lucius, and 
bis wife Fuivia« 

fofc„ 



^B komm tJifiory^ 1 13 

lore, fegar^lei^r of all danger, fought with a fury hardly to, n^ 
be paralleled^ After a long and moft obftinate difpute be« 
tween the two rivaU^ Menecrates bieing dangeroufly wound- 
ed, Menas boarded and made hyhfelf mailer of his galley^ 
Menecriate&f choofing rather to die than fail into the hands 
of his iluMTtal enemy, threw himfelf into the fea and pe'«* 
rifiied* Upon his de^th DemoChares, another freedi»ani oSavia* 
taking upon hinji the command of the fleet, attacked Calvi- nus'sflat 
fiuft^s fquadron fo vigoroufly, that h^ forced him to give defiated Bp 
way, took feveral of his gallics, funk others, and drove the ^^^t^f*^ 
reft againft the rocks, where moft of them were dallied to 
pieces ; £b that Calvifius efcaped by the favour of the night 
only with a few galiies, and took refuge with Menas in the 
bay of Cumx K 

O^vianus, who was then at Tarentum, where he had 
aflembled a numerous fleet, immediately refolved to pafs the 
ftreights of MeiTana, and join Calvifius and Menas. Being 03avtanus 
attacked in that narrow pafiage by Pompey and Democha- iso^ircomg 
res» who were returned to Meflana, moft of his (hips were ^ Pomfty* 
either funk or driven on the rock^; Odavianus himfelf 
gained the ihore with the utmoft difficulty, where he nar- 
rowly efc^ed falling into the hands of the enemy. But 
being well acquainted with the defiles of a neighoouring 
momitain, through bye-ways he reached the top of it, and 
there, with a few attendants, lay concealed. Having avoid- oaa<w4tmn 
ed Cfot danger, be fell into another : a flave of jSlmilius in gnat 
PaiUus, whofe father had bicn profcribed by Odavianus, damgtr* 
firdng the triumvir without his ufual guards, thought this a 
fovourable opportunity of being revenged on him for his 
cruelty towards his old mafter ; and therefore approaching 
him with a dagger, attempted to ftab him \ but miiling his 
blow, as it was then very dark, he was immediately cut in 
pieces by the triumvir's attendants >. . While O^l^vianua 
remained on the top of the mountain, Cornificius, who 
commanded under him, maintained the combat with great 
bravery $ and, having funk De^pchares's fhip, continued 
fighting, notwithftanding the great lofs he had fuftained, 
tiU fiHU'fet, when Calvifius and Menas appearing uqexpefl* 
edly with their fquadrons, Pompey thought it advifeable to 
retreat- Next morning 0£tavianus had the mortification ' 
to kc moft of his vefieis ftranded upon the coaft ; fome 
hadf-bumt % others ftill in flames, and the fea, to a great 
' diftance, covered with the wreck. But what gave him the 
greateft uneafinefs was, to perceive the enemy's fleet ad-^ ^ 
vanciAg Mi full lail againft Menas and Calvifius, who wf re 

f Appian. 0io^ ibid. f Appian* lib. v« Dio, lib. xlviii* 
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tiot in a condition to withftand them ; but as they were ofl 
the point of engaging, a victlent ftorm arofe, which induced 
Pompey to retire into the port of Meifana ; but mbft of 
Oftavianu8*8 (hips were cither funk with all the men oft 

• board, or ftranded on the (hore. As the ftorm lafted all 
night, Oftavianus, to avoid fo difmal a fpeftacle, went 
early next morning to Vibonium, or Vibo, a city of. Bru- 
tium ; whence he fent orders to his lieutenants to guard 
with the greatcft care the coafts of Italy, left Pompey (hould 
attempt an invafion : but be was {6 far from improving the 
advantages he had gained, by attacking his rival on the 
continent, that, by an unpardonable negligence, he fuffercd 
the remains of hi^ enemy's fleet to retire unmolefted to 
Vibonium **. 

Ofiavianus finding himfelf without (hips or money, and 
at the fame time the»people at Rome being ready to mu- 
tiny for want of corn, he difpatched Maecenas to Antony, 
foHciting his affiftance againft their common enemy. An- 
tony, who was then in Syria, as we read in Dio, or at 
Athens, according to Appian, promifed to affift his cd- 

• league to the utmoft of his power. Accordingly having, 
with amazing diligence, aflembled his fleet, he failed for 
Italy with three hundred ftiips. In the mean time, Oda- 
vianus hearing of a complete viflory gained by Agrippa 
over the revolted Gauls, would willingly have difpenfed 
with Antony's affiftance. He thought him already too 
powerful ; and therefore, under various pretences, would 
willingly have declined going to meet him. Thefe evafions 
highly difpleafed Antony, who had for a long time been 
jealous of his colleague : however, as he defigned to ex- 
change with Qftavianus part of his fleet, which would be 

' of no ufe to him in his intended expedition againft the 
' Parthians, for land-forces, he waited a long time for him 
at Tarentum, though he had been refufed admittance at 
Brundufium. 

At length he began to grow very uneafy, and to com- 
plain of Oftavianus in reproachful terms. Oftavia, who 

• had attended Antony from Greece, though then big with 
' child, prevailed upon him to fend her to his colleague, not 

doubting that (he could eaflly remove all their jealoufies and 
' fufpieiotis. On her journey to Rome, flie met her brother, 

- with .whom (he had a conference, in the prefence of his 

- two friends, Maecenas and Agrippa. After (be had, with 
r great prudence and addrefs, anfwcred the complaints of her 
^ brother againft her huiband, (be conjured both bim^ and 



* Appiftn, Dio, &c* ibid* 



his 



The Roman Hifiory. ii£ 

Ws two favourites, Uvith tears in her «ycs, to confider her 
iituation, and not fuiFer her, inftead of the mod fortunate . 
of women, to become the moft miferable : " For at prc- 
fent (faid flie), the eyes of the whole Roman people are 
fixed upon me, on account of the ties which bind me to 
two of the greateft men in the world* being wife to one, 
and fifter to the othen If rafh counfels prevail, and war 
enfues, I ihall be miferable without redreis i for, on what 
fide focver vidory falls, I (hall be fure to be, the lofer.'* 

O^vianus, foftened by the intreaties of a fifter whom ^^4W/^ 
be loved with the greateft tendernefs, confentcd' to an in- JjiJ^rr W 
tervicw with Antony j for which a place was chofen up-? hujbandf 
on a river between Metapontum and Tarentum. An- aninur" 
tony went thither firft ; and, as foon as he faw Oftavianus •»'''w. 
advancing, leaped into a boat, in order to receive him on 
the other fide the river. Odavianus, not to be outdbnc by 
him in civility, embarked on the other fide ; fo that the 
two boats met in the middle of the river. After they had 
embraced each other, they had a friendly contefton which 
fide they fhould land. Antony was for landing on 0£tavia- 
nus's fide, and 0£l:avianus on Antony's j but OAavianus 
at length prevailed, under pretence of waiting on his fifter^ 
who was returned to Tarentum. They walked together to 
the aity, where 0£):avianus fpent the night without any 
other guards about his perfon than thofc of Antony, who 
likewife went the next day without guards, and pafied the 
night in 0<3:avianus's camp. All little differences between neirtRfm 
. them being fettled in an amicable manner, it was agreed, f^^^^" 
, that 0<3:avianus (hould give Antony two of his legions to ^'^^ **' 
be employed againft the Parthiahs; and that Antony, .in 
return, fiiould leave with him an hundred armed gallies* 
Befides, 0£tavia obtained of her hufband twenty fmall 
ihips, or, as Appian has it, ten triremes, for her brother ; 
and of her brother a thoufand foot for her hulband. That 
their friendi^ip and union might be more lafting, Odlavia- 
nus betrothed his daughter Julia, whom he had by Scribo- 
. nia, to Antyllus, Antony's (on ; and they both agreed, the 
five years of the triumvirate being now expired, to prolong 
their authority for five years more, without confulting 
cither the fenate or people. After this accommodation, 
Antony departed once more for Syria. Oftavia accompa- 
nied him to Corcyra, whence, that fhc might not be cx- 
pofed to the dangers of that expedition, he fent her back 
into Italy, to remain there till he had ended that war, com- v 
mitting her, and his children both by her, and his former 
wife Fulvia, to the care of 0£i:avianus ^. 

i Plat, in Anton. Appian. p. 726, 7*7. Dio, lib. xlviiL p. ^90. 391. 
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This laft now began to make raft preparations, both bf 
fea and land, for his intended expedition againft Pompey* ^ 
He appointed Agrippa commander in ehicf of his navy j 
arid that brave officer, in a few months equipped, with in- 
defatigable induftry, a fleet able to cope with Pompey's. 
The lea and land-forces being ready to enter upon a&ion^ 
O£\avianos refolvcd to invade the ifland in three different 
placed at the fame time : Lepidns, whom he had fent for 
froin Africa, was to land at Lilybaeum, on the fouth of the 
ifland ; Statilius Taurus, who was at Tarentum, on the 
caft fide, at cape Pachynum ; and 0£^avianu$ on the 
wcftern coaft at cape Pelorum Agrippa, with a numerous 
fquadron, was to cruife ofFMylse, a city on the northern 
coaft of the ifland, where Pompey had aflTembled all his 
naval forces. Menas had already, induced by his natural 
levity, abandoned riie party of Oftavianus, and returned to 
Pompey with his fquadron, not thinking hiififelf confider- 
ed, as he deferved, by his new mafter. Calvifius, though 
an ofEcer of great experience in maritime affairs, was not 
employed in this expedition, having incurred the dif- 
pleafure of Oftavianus, for fufFering himfelf to be deceived 
by Menas, when he deferted to Pompey. 

All things being ready, the fleets, though in difl^rent 
ports, fet fail on the day agreed on, which was that of the 
new moon in the month of July ; both that day and month 
being facred to the memory of Julius C«far. They had 
fcarce put to fea, when a violent ftorm defeated all their 
meafures. Statilius Taurus, forefeeing it, returned to Ta- 
rentum with the hundred $nd two (hips he commatided \ 
but the fquadrons of 0£tavianus, Lepidus, and Agrippa, 
fiiflfered feverely j that efpecially of Odavianus, who loft 
fix of the fhips which Gftavia had given him, twenty-fix 
others, and a great number of light veffels, called by the 
' Latins liburnicse. Lepidus, \vho was come from Africa 
with twelve legions, and five thoufand Numidian horfc, on 

* board eighty fhips of war, and a thoufand tranfports, after 
^having loftfomeof his veflfels, landed at Lilybaeum, not- 
y withftanding the oppofition he met with from Plennius, 

* whom Pompey had pofted there with fome legions, and a 
' great number of {lingers and archers. AH the other fqua- 

"drons were driven back, and forced to take Ihelter in 
[ different harbours. 

Oftavianus's principal care was to refit his icet, recruit 

* his forces, and prevent the difturbanccs which this difafier 

* might' raife in Rome. Thither he difpatched Msecenas, 
who, with his ufual addrefs, foon calmed the minds of the 
people. At the fame time he went in perfon to the feFcral 

; ports 
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ports ^ere his flups had taken ilielteT ; and) bj eocounig* 
img and amply rewasding the workmen, got his fieec refits 
ted, and ready to put to fee again before the end of the 
f&auner. In this fecond attempt he was attended with 
better fortune than in the former ^ for Metfala Corvinu9 
famdcd fafe with three legions, and encamped near Tauro^ 
sunium at a fmall diftance from Lepidus; fcYeral other 
b^ons were difembarked, without any confiderable oppo« 
fition, in other places of thcifland; and Statilius Taurus 
made hittfelf mailer of cape Scylaceum on the continent, 
which Pompey had feized. On the other hand, PapiaSy 
one of Pompey's admirals, falling in with a Squadron, 
which was conveying four l^ons to Lepidus, attacked the 
tranfporC3j took fome of them, funk others, and d>iiged the 
left to return to Africa. 

Ofkavianus^ who was then with his fleet in the port of 
Stxongjle, one of the j£oliatt iflands, obfcrving all the 
coaft of Sicily on that fide lined with Pompey's forces^ left 
the command of the fleet to A^^rippa, and returned to Vi^* 
bonitim for the reft of his fliips* Upon his departure, 
Agrippa, eager for an opportunity of fignalizing his valour^ 
reduced Htera, one of the Median iflands* a place of the HisMa 
iitmoft importance. From thence he fteered bis courfe to* ^'^^ ^ ' 
wards M]^ae, with a defign to furprife Depnochs^es, who 4^"/*^ 
bad in that port a fleet of forty fail undei^ his command : 
but, being informed that Papias was advancing to the re^ 
lief of Demochares, he thought it advifeable firft to engage 
the former, over whom he gained a complete victory. In andon^ of 
eonfequence of this viftory, Qdavianus, who was then at Pompejf't 
Scylaceum, thinking Pompey was blocked up by Agrippa, -j^r^jT!?' 
embarked the flower of his army, and landed in thenetgh* ^^' 
bourhood of Taurominium, with a defign to befiege that 
place. In the mean time, Pompey appearing unexpefbedly 
on the coaft with his fleet, both Ofbvianus, and liis troops, y 
were ftruck with fuch terror, that Pompey might have eafily 
cut them in pieces: but he, as the day was already far ad- 
vanced, inftead of attacking them without lofs of time, re^ 
tired with h^s land-forces to a neighbouring mountain, and 
there paflS^d the night, ^which the enemy employed in for- 
tifying their camp. 

Next morning, by break of day, Ofbvianus, not doubt- 
ing but Pompey would attack his camp, left the defence of 
it to hia lieutenants, L. Cornificius, Titinius, and Carcius, 
and went on board his fleet. In flying from one danger he 
fell iiito another \ for Pompey, not thinking it advifeable 
to attack Us camp, which was well fortified* fell upon his 
fleets and foon convinced his rival, that if he wanted oon- 
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in&f he did not want courage. Oflavianus's fleet was put 
to flight at the firft onfet ; feveral of his (hips were taken» 
and the reft, a fmall number only excepted, either funk or 
burnt. As the battle was fought near the fhore, fuch of 
0£lavianus's n>en as could fwim, took refuge in the camp 
of Cornificius ; but the reft were, for (he moft part, either 
drowned or taken. Odavianus made his efcape in a boat; 
and leaving his troops afhore to Oiift for themfelves, made 
for Abala, a city on the coaft of Italy, being attended only 
by one domeftic. Quite exhaufted with the fatigue he had 
undergone, and ovei whelmed with grief and chagrin, on 
account of his defeat, he lay down on the open ftiore, and 
fell into fo found a fleep, that he was carried, without wak- 
ing, by fome officers wbo knew him, to a camp, which 
Meflala had formed in that neighbourhood for the defence 
of the coaft. His firft caiv, after he awaked, was to pro« 
vide for the fafety of the tpoops he had left in Sicily under 
the command of Cornificius. With this view he imme* 

' diately difpatched a meflTenger to Agrippa, enjoining him 
to fend immediately a ftrongbody of legionaries, under the 
command of Laronius, to their afiiftance* Gornificius was 
reduced to the utmoft extremity ; he could receive no provir 
(ions by fea, which was befet by the enemy's vi^iorioos 
fleet, and all convoys by land were intercepted by Pompey's 
Numidian cavab-y. In this extremity he was forced to 
abandon his camp, without knowing what route to take : 
at length he refolved lo march towards. Mylae, whicll 
Agrippa had feized ; but was fo harafled all the way by the 
enemy's parties, that. his men began to defpair, and give 
themfelves up for loft. Corniiicius made every eflTort to 
fupport their drooping courage, till they found themfelves 
{hut up by the enemy's troops in a narrow valley, called 
the Fiery Brook : the ground being entirely covered with 

,duft and afties, thrown out by Mount ^na-, without any 
fprings or rivulets, they muft inevitably have periihed with 
thirft, or furrendered at difcretion, had not the fuccours 
fent by Agrippa difengaged them from the defperate condi- 
tion to which they were reduced. At the approach of the 
Roman legions the Numidians retired, leaving Cornificius 
to purfue his march without the leaft difturbance. That 
general w^s fo pleafed with his retreat, that on his return 
to Rome, when he was invited to fup with his friends, 

.he always returned mounted, as it were in triumph, on 

•an elephant, having probably made ufe of that warlike ani- 

' mal in his retreat ''. . 

^ Liv. lib. cxxix. Veil. PatcrciiL lib iii. cap. 79 Suet, in Oftavio. 
Appiam hb.v. Dio, lib. xlix, Orof* lib. vi. cap. iS. 
. . i « Odavianus 
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OQavianus returning from Sicily, had joined Agrippain Mijfana 
[ the neighbourhood of Tyndaris, where he was encamped t^'^^ft*'^^) , 
■ ivith twenty-one legions, two thoufand horfe, and five thou*» ^^^'^^^ 
fand light-armed foot. From thence they both marched to lipi^m, 
beGege Meffana, hoping to draw Pompey to a battle, who 
had lodged all his military ftoreis, provifions, and treafures 
in that city. As they approached the place, Lepidus joined 
them with all his fea and land-forces ; and the city was 
i clofcly invcfted by fea and land. Pompey having aflembled 
'. all his troops, polled himfelf at a fmall diftance from Ofta- 
I vianus's camp, and at the fame |ime drew together his 
fquadrons, ordering them to watch the motions of the 
enemy's fleet, which blocked up the harbour. After fe vera! 
I motions and flight engagements between the fleets as well as 

the land-forces, Pompey challenged Odtavianus to end their Pompef 
difl^erences by a fea-fight, with three hundred (hms on a fide. jV'^«^'' - 
This propofal was no way agreeable to Oclavianus, who „us- ' 
had not hitherto been attended with any great fuccefs by 
fea : however, depending on the valour and experience of *who ac- 
Agrippa on one fide; aijd, on the other, fufpefting thq f efts the ^ 
I fidelit)r of Lepidus, who had, according to fomc, twelve^ ^'^"^&^* 

; according to others, twenty, legions under his command, 

he accepted the challenge ; and a day was appointed for the 
I decifive aftion. Great preparations were made on both 

! (ides for an event which was to decide the fate of the con- 
' tending parties. 

When the day arrived, both fleets appeared early in the ^S'*"^^^ 
morning, drawn up in battalia, between Mylse and Nauio- /gabf 
ciis : upon which the two armies ran to the fhore, there fween 
being then a kind of truce between them, to behold the ac- Pompey 
tion on which their fate in great meafure depended. The '"^ '^f 
fignal was given, and the engagement began with that fury ^^y^^' 
which is peculiar to men who are more animated by private 
hatred and party rage than by motives of glory and con- • 
queft. Agrippa behaved with his ufual bravery ; and Pom- 
pey, knowing all lay at (lake, diftinguilhed himfelf from 
the beginning to the end of the aftion by remarkable feats 
of valpur. Never was viftory difputed with more obftinacy, 
the foldiers, as well as oflicers, of both parties, fighting, yr of Fl 
after the example of their generals, with incredible refolu- i-^xy. 
tion and intrepidity. The vi£lory continued long doubtful. Ante Chr. 
but at length every thing yielding to the valour and fuperior 3'- 
condufl of Agrippa, Pompcy's fleet ^as put to flight > and ^' ^' 7'7» 
that unfortunate Roman obliged to own himfelf concjuered. « 
Of his numerous fleet only icventeen vefl"els efcaped, the ti^^dt^ 
I 4 TQ& feattd. 
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reft being taken, burnt, or deftrof ed ^ (D). He mij^ti 
after this defeat by fea, ha?eJoined his land-forces, and en* 
couraged them with his preience ) but he left them at the 
mctcj o( the conqaeror, and taking on board his dan^ter 
and iome of his friends who were in Meflana, together with 
the trtafures be had lodged in that city, he pafled the 
ftieights in the night, and fteered his courfe towards Afia 
Vitb feventeen jellies, the poor remains of a fleet of thre^ 
hundred and fifty fail. His defign was to throw bimfeif 
fipon the mercy of Antony, whofe mother, JuHa, he had 
formerly received and entertained with great hofpitality, 
trfaen ihe abandoned Rome during the war of Pernfia* 

Tifienus Gallus, one of his lieutenants, immediately fnb* 
Initted to the conqueror, with all the forces under his com* 
mand. Plenntus, who commanded, eight ledons in Lily- 
baeom, upon the firft news of Pompey's deleat, marched 
with incredible expedition to Meffana, and threw himfeif 
into the place, before 0£iavianus or Agrippa had any in- 
telligence of his defign : but finding there were no hopes 
of relief, he took the advantage of Odavianus's abfence to 
capitulate with Lepidus, who granted him honourable condi« 

1 Liv. Yelh Futercttl. Soet. Appiaq, Dio, OroC ibid. Flor. lib. iv, 
cap. 18. 



(D) Democharei, one of his 
admirals, was taken prifoner, . 
but killed himfeif, to avoid the 
difgrace of being led in tri« 
urtiph. ApoUophanes, his 0- 
ther admiral, yielded himfeif 
and his galley to Agrippa, in 
the beginning of the aSion* 
What became of Papias, an- 
other of his freed-^men, in whom 
he placed great trufl, we know 
not, none of the ancients mak- 
ing any mention of him in the 
account they give us of this 
great a£^ion. Menas had long 
before the battle, with his ufual 
jnconOancy and perfidioufnefs. 
abandoned Pompey the fecond 
time^ and gone over with his 
iquadron to O^viamis, who 
received him rather to weaken 
the enemy*s party than to 
|l/ei)gtheu his own i for know- 



ing he was not a man to be 
traded, he gave him no com-r 
mand, and difplaced all the 
oiBcers of the fquadron ha 
brought with him. This trea* 
cherous wretch, whofe courage 
and experience were worthy of 
a more noble mind, retired, if 
we believe Horace, with great 
wealth, and ferved afterwards 
in the poftof a miliury tribune* 
The glory of this victory was 
entirely owing to Agrippa ; for 
06^avianus, if Antony is to be 
credited, had not the courage 
even to look at th6 two navies 
drawn up in battalia ; but in a 
great fnght lay dow|i in his 
galley, with his eyes lifted up 
to heaven, like one hefide hioi* 
felf, and continued in that pof- 
ture till Agrippa had put the 
enemy to night* 

tions. 



dons, and incorporated the troops he comittanded among 
bis own legions* Agrippa, whom Odarianos h^d left to 
carry on the fiege with Lepidus, eiccUimed againft this on^ 
aSet condnfty intreating him to wait till the arrival of his 
colieagaet which at f^rtheft would be next morning. But 
LeptduS, without regarding his remonftrances or intreatieSi 
reeetred Plennius into his camp, and gate up the city to be 
plundered by his foldiers. O^^avianust arriving at break of 
L| day* fent fome of bis friends^to his colleague's camp, to com«- 
: plain, in his name, of thefe proceedings :> Lepidus, who Mifundtrm 
had now twenty-'two legions under his command, anfwered fianding 
with great haughtinefs, that he would not fufFcr Odavianus ^^'ww» 
: (a take upon htm all the authority of the triumvirate, when ^^^^* 
ht had an equal right to his fhare. Upon this reply, 0£la* xHrtiii. 
r TJanus, having firit gained o? er the greateft part of Lepi« 
dus's officers, repaired to bis camp, attended with ^ ftrong 
I body of horfe, under pretence of fettling matters in an ami* 
I cable manner* He no fooner appeared, than Piennius*s le'-^ 
I ^Ons flocked to him, offering him their fervice. Lepidus, 
I alarmed at this unexpected attempt, fell upon 0£lavianus 
I tt the head of his guards, killed his ffaield-bearer, wounded 
him» and obliged him to retire in fome confufion. 

Next day. however, Lepidus had the mortification to (ee tgpidut 
\ hitnfelf abandoned by all his troops, who, with their en- ahmtuhmd 
i figns difplayed, marched out of their camp in good order, to' fy^M' 
join his rival (E). The unhappy triumvir, being thus aban* j^/*^ 
dotted, quitted all the marks of his authority, and, putting *^* * 
. on a mourning robe, after having remained fome time un- 
I regarded in the throng of thofe who made their fubmiffions 
to Odavianus, threw himfelf at the feet of his colleague, 
i and, with great meannefs, begged his life ; which was grant- 
ed him, with his eftate^ Ofiavianus defpifing him too much 
to take it from him : Suetonius'is the only writer who fays, 
\ that 0£^ayianu8 banifhed him to Circeii, a fmall town on 
the coiift of Latium. That he attained to be one of the fu- 
preme governors of the Roman empire, was entirely owing 
to fortune ; for he neither poflefTed valour nor difcretion. 
After he bad thus jfallen from the high ftation to which fc^-- 

^£) Appian tells us, that Oc- . perfe them, and fall upon Octa- 

I tavianus vrent alone to the camp vianus,who, notwithi^anding tht 

i of Lepidus, depending on his wound be received, went to the 

I own merit, and the authority pUce where tbe eagles of the le^ 

I he had gained by his vidories, gions were kept^ and, taking 

Pom pe^V foldiers looking upon one of them, exhorted the le* 

him with refpe6t, and drawing gionaries to follow him ; which 

I round him. Hereupon Lepi- they did accordingly, abandon- 

I dus ordered his guards to dif* ing their own general* 
I taiM 



199 



Hon&urs 
decreidto 
OBavtU" 
nust 



the Roman Hiftoty.- 

tune b^d raifed him, be was no more^ regarded j but ended 
bis life in obfcurity and contempt. Thus the whole autho-« 
rity of the triumvirate devolved upon Antony and. Oflavint 
pus, who held the Roman empire divided between them, 
the former having all the Eaft from the borders of Illyricum, 
^nd the Adriatic Gulf, and the latter all the reft " (S),i 

Odavianus, having ftaid fome time in Sicily, to fettle af- 
fairs there, . return<sd to Rome, where he was received with 
all poflible demonftrations of joy : the fenate in a body met 
bim at the gates, and conducted hin> to (he Capitol, followed 
by the people crowned with garlands ^ from the: Capitol, af- 
%tr he bad returned thanks to the gods fpr the fuc^efs of hi$ 
^rms, they attended him to his palace. Th^ ne^t df^y he afi 
ifembled the fenate, according tp cuftom, in the temple of 
£ellona; where, in a ftudied fpeech, which he caufed after-; 
wards to be publiihed, he gave the fathers an account of hif( 
expedition, and affured theiP} that he had undefgone fq 
many toils and dangers with no other vieyr than to reftor^ 

{>eace and tranquility tp Rome. Whep be bad ended his 
peech, he withdrew; and the fenators, no longer actuated 
by tbc love of liberty, or any fenfe of honour, meanly de*? 
creed him fuch honours ^s he was aihamed to aiTume, 
However, he allowed them to fcreft a ftatue of gpld to his 
honour in the for^m, with this infcription ; ** To Caefar, 
for having reftored peace by fea apd land |" and to appoint 
3n annual feaft to be celebrated pn the day of his vidory 
over Pompey. A triumph was decreed him ; but he wa^ 
fatisfied with an ovation, which honour he enjoyed on the 
ides of November". . He then affembled the people; and, 
having returned them thanks for the honour they had be^ 
'ftowed on him, he reduced the taxes, and forgave thofe 
who had hired houfesof the public all the rents they owed 
tp the treafury. As the city and country had been greatly 

m Appian. lib. v. p« 74.1. Pio, lib. s^lix. p. 39S. Suetonius 19 
O^lavio. " Appian. lib. v. p. 74.6* Dlo, lib. xlix. p. 4oq. 

Suet. ibid. cap. 22. Orof, lib. yi. cap. iS. 



(F) The war in Sicrly being 
at an end, the legionaries began 
'to mutiny, and demand their 
'difcharge, with the fame re- 
Svards which had been bellowed 
]on thofe who had overcome 
vBrutus and Caffius ih the plains 
*of Philippi. 0(SI:avianus en- 
deavoured to appeafe the muti- 
neers, by fair promifes: but 



they rcfufed to matrh, till he 
had fatisfied their demapds- He 
vvas at length obliged to difmifs 
thofe tvhoie time of fervicc was 
expired, to the number of twen- 
ty thoufand. The others he 
pacified with large promifes, 
and a donative of five hundred 
drachmas a man, which he le- 
vied upon the Sicilians. 

'~ - infcftedi 
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Infefted^ during the late troubles, with thieves and robbers j 
he ch^rg^d Sabinus, one of hisJicutenants, to purfue them 
with fire and fword 5 and eftablifhed at Ron^e fe\^eral com- 
panies for the gu^rd of the city, under the command of an 
oflScer, whom he ftyled pra^feftu^ vigilum, By thefe means Higm^s 
peace and tranquility were reftored, n9t to Rome only^ but M^ afee- 
to all Italy ; which, together with the plepty h^ procured, ''^"' **/ ^H 
gained the afFeftions of the people to fuch a degree, that t*^^' 
feme cities erefted altars to their benefaSpr, efpecially aftff 
one generous aftjon, vvhich infpired them vv^ith a high qpi- , , 

nion of his prudepceand humanity. He had found, among 
Pompey's papers, <?4greaf many letters from fomc of the 
chief men in the fenate : thefe he brought into the forum, 
and, before a jl the people, threw them unopened into the 
lire, protefting, that he facrificed his private refentments 
to the good qf the public : at the fame time he folemnly de- 
clared, th^t his intention was, to refign his authority as 
foon as Antony fhould return from the Parthian war. This // ck>fem 
declaration, however infincere, eptirely gained him the perpeut^^ 
hearts and affeftipns of the undifcerning multitude,- who ^''<^«»'* 
immediately chofe him tribune of the people for life, hoping 
this new dignity would induce him to lay down the more 
odious title of triumvir. He readily acceptied the perpetual 
tribunefhip, which rendered his perfon facred and inviolable; 
.but delayed the fuppreflion of the trijjmvirate till the return 
pf Antony, to whoni in the mean time he fent Bibulus to 
malfe hini acquainted with his refolution. Thefe precau- 
tions being taken, he left Rome, and marched, at the head 
of hij? army, againft the lUyrians, who had (haken off the 
Jloman yoke. 

During thefe ^ranfaftions at Rome, Pqmpey occafioned Pempe^ 
great fjifturbances in the Eaft. From Sicily he failed to the rai/ts new 
ifland of Lefbos, where he was informed of the ill fuccefs ^'^ojMesim 
which had attended Antony in his expedition againft the Par- ^^* 
thians. In confequence of this intelligence he began to en^ 
tertain thoughts of taking Antony's poft in the Eaft, or at 
leaft of fliaring with him the empire. With this view, he 
fent ambafladors to the kings of Pontus^ Thrace, and Par- 
thia, foliciting their friendfliip, and offering them very ad- 
ivantageous terms. At the fame time he drew together a 
body of troops, protefting, that his defign was to affift An- 
tony, and defend himfelf againft Odayianus. Antony, in- 
formed of thefe proceedings, commanded Marcus Titius to 
take upon him the command of the arnly that was quartered 
in Syria, and watch the motions of Pompey. Titius wa^ 
ordered to receive him with all marks qf honour, if he fur- 
rendered himfelf and his troops } but to cut both him and 
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his army in pieces^ if he ref afed to fiibmtt« Vomfcjy {be- 
fore the arrival of Titius, had pulled off the mafl:» and takcK 
fereral cities of Afia Minor, among the reft, Nicxa and Ni^ 
eoraedia : Titius, therefore, taking with him Fumios, An^^ 
tony's lieutenant in Afia, marched a^ainft him^ and, having 
defeated his little army, obliged him to furrender at ctif- 
cretion. When Antojiy had notice of his being taken, he 
wrote to Titius to put him to death ; but, changing his re- 
fotution, he fent a fecond letter, countermanding that order : 
but the fecond meflenger anriving before the firft, Tittus 
perverfly interpreting the laft order be received to be the laft 
that was fent him, put the unfortunate eaptite to death* 
This a£lion rendered Titius fo odious to the Koman people^ 
wlio ftill retained a great regard for Pompey and his family, 
that they could never after endure to fee him, but drove 
him out of the circus with hifles and curfes, even while he 
was entertaining them with games and fhews at his own ex- 
pence •- 

It was believed, that the death of Pompev would have put 
an end to all civil wars : but the unbounded ambition of Oo- 
tavianus and Antony foon involved the Roman ftate in new 
troubles* The paffion Antony had for Cleopatra, and the ex- 
travagant prcfents of whole provinces which he beftowed on 
her, ferved 0£tavianus for a fpecious pretence to make war 
upon him ; though his real motive was to deftroy a com- 
petitor formidable by his valour, and the high reputation he 
had gained among the foldiery. Antony had left 0£lavia 
in Italy, and pafied into Syria ; whither he invited Cleopa* 
tra, and beftowed on her all Phoenice, Coelefyria, Cyprus, 
and a great part of Arabia and Judaea* Thefe profufe eifts 
much difpleafed. the Roman people, who daily publi&ed 
fcurrilous lampoons, cenfuring his conduft^ on account of 
hijs fcandalous connexion with Cleopatra. Soon after, he 
marched againft the Farthians with thirteen legions, ten 
thoufand Gaulifh or Spanifti horfe, and above thirty thou- 
iail'd light-armed foot. This army, which made all the 
S^ft tremble, ferved only to render his retreat morefliame- 
ful, as we have related in our hiftory of the Parthians. As 
all the misfortunes he experienced in that fatal expedition 
were owing to his paffion for Cleopatra, which caufed him 
to negledl the more proper meafures, to follow thofe only 
which might haften his return to that bewitching woman, 
the Romans were highly incenfed againft him : but what 
moft incenfed them, was his ieizing Artabazes king of Ar- 

* Appian. p. 74.7. Dto. p« 402* Strabo^ lib. iii. p. 141. Liv. 
Spit«. bb. cxxxii. VslL Paterc^. lib. ii. cap. 81, & 97. 
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fttenia in a moft treacherous manner, and leading him iit 
triumph into Alexandria, the Romans confidering the ho* 
nour of triumphing as appropriated wholly to their city. 

O&avianus took advantage of Antony's impolitic con- 03a*wMnui 
Atkdty to eftrangc the minds of the people from him ; and flirs up the 
when he found them fufficiently exafperatedy he rcfolvcd to ^*^fji ^^ 
-fend his fitter O&avia to her hufband, that he might have '^''^ 
a plaufible pretence to declare war, iif he fliould offer her 
the afiront of fending her back without feeing her. Antony 
was then returned from his Parthian expedition, and wait- 
ing at Leucopolis, or, as Plutarch calls it, Leucocome, for 
the arrival of Cleopatra. The queen brought with her 
cloaths for the foldiers, and great fums of money to be dif- 
tributed among them. Almoft at the fame time Niger, one 
of Antony's particular friends, arrived from Odtavia, who 
had already reached Athens, with letters from her to her 
hufband ; wherein (he acquainted him, that (he had cloath- 
ing for his foldiers, a great many horfes, and rich prefents 
for bis friends and officers^ with two thoufand chofen men 
well armed, to recruit the praetorian cohorts. Thefe were 
I very xmwelcome news to the qu^en, who, dreading the pre- 
I fence of fo virtuous a rival, feigned a deep melancholy^ 
i and pretended to be dying for lov : (he afFefked to gaze 
I upon Antony with languiming eyes, and a defpairing coun- 
tenance, like one tJanfported with paffion ; £he pretended 
to iigh involuntarily ; (he let fall tears in his prefence, and 
' dried them up in hafte, as if (he had been anxious to con* 
ceal them, and aihamed to have him a witnefs of her weak- 
nefs. By thefe artifices the crafty queen gained the afcend- Anfuy 
' ant over Antony, and prevailed on him to order 0£lavia f"^ ^f^* 
i not to purfue her journey into Syria, but return to Rome. ^^«^^* - 

After this weak ftep, he returned witn Cleopatra to Alex- 
I andria, where he pafled the winter with her in all manner 
I of 4uxury, pomp, and voluptudufnefs. 

I This injurious treatment of Oftavia drew on him the re- ^^^^^ 

fentment of the Romans, who were ftill more provoked at girves mtw 
his condu£i about this time at Alexandria ; for having feaft-« occafion %f 
\ ed the whole people of that metropolis, he affembled them ^f'^if^^ 
in the gymnafium, and, caufing a throne of filver to be ^ ' *" 
crcded there with two feats of gold, the one for himfelf, 
the other for Cleopatra, and lower feats at their feet for his 
children, he proclaimed Cleopatra queen of Egypt, CypruS) 
Africa, and Coelefyria ; and joined with her, as her col« 
league, C^farion, whom (he had by Julius Caefar. As for 
his own children, by Cleopatra, he gave to Alexander Ar- 
menia, Media, Parthia, and the reft of the eaftem provinces 
from the Euphrates to the Indus ; on Cleopatraj the twin 

fitter 
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filler of Alexander, he beftowed Libya and Cyrcne; ani 
afiigncd to Ptolemy, whom be furnamed Philadelpbusi ' 
Phoenice, Syria, Cilicia^ and all the countries of the Lefier 
Afia from the Euphrates to the Hellcfpont > finally, he con- 
ferred on each of thefc princes the title of King of Kings. 
What feemed moft remarkable in this folertmity was, that 
Cleopatra appeared habited like the goddefs Ifis, and An- 
tony like the god Ofiris ; and from that time both frequently 
gave audience to the people in the attire which was . 
thought peculiar to thoft deities J*. 
O^avianus Oftavianus, availing himfelf of the general rcfentmcnt 
accufis ^"« againll Antony, which this divifion of provinces occafioneil 
ieua/ ' '* ^^ Rome, accufed him, before the fenate and people, of 
this and feveral other attempts injurious to the majefty of 
the Roman empire ; which charge Antony being informed 
of, he fent fome of his friends to Rome to plead his caufe, 
and accufe 06lavianus in his turn. The chief articles he 
Art'tdes preferred againfl: him, were, i. That he had not fharcd 
preferred with him the ill and of Sicily, which was lately taken from 
afrainfl Pompey : 2. that he had not made reftitution of the (hips 
^^Jnton"^ he had lent him : 3. that having abrogated the power of 
Lepidus his colleague, he had appropriated to himfelf the 
army, government, and revenues of that triumvir : laftlyt 
that he had divided al moft all Italy among his own foldiers, 
and referved nothing for his. To thefc accufations OSa- 
vyianus replied, that he had not difmifled Lepidus from his 
government, till he had made it appear that he was" unfit 
to govern : that as to what he had obtained by the war, he 
would divide it with Antony, when he gave him hisfharc 
of Armenia : and as for Antony's foldiers, they could not 
furely value or claim a few acres of land in Italy, after they 
had conquered all Media, and reduced the wealthy empire 
of the Parthians, by the mighty exploits they had perform- 
ed under the conduft of their invincible general, Antony 
was fo provoked at this farcafm, that though he had already 
marched to the river Araxes, with a deiign to invade Par- 
ihia, he dropped that expedition, and ordered Canidius, 
one of his lieutenants, to march at the head of fixteen le- 
gions, to the coafts of the Ionian fea, and there keep him- 
felf in reaciinefs to pafs into Europe at a day's warning. 
Jntony Antony himfelf haftened with Cleopatra to Ephefus, 

re/olves where his lieutenrants had aflembled eight hundred veffels, 
•^*" ^ itk ^^ which the queen furni(hed two hundred, with twenty 
0£ia<vta' thoufand talents, and provifions for the whole army. An- 
M/. tony was advifed by his friends to. fend back Cleopatra into 

P Plut. in Anton. Dio, lib. xlix. p. 415, 416, & lib. |. p. 411. 

Egypt, 



The Ionian tSJIoty. 42 J 

Egypt, there to wiit the event of the war; but flie, dr^arf- 
ing a peace might be made in her abfence, upon condition 
of Antony's again receiving Octavia, and excluding her, 
prevailed upon Canidius, with a large fum of money, to 
rcprefent to Antony, that it was not juft to drive away % 
princefs Mrith difgrace, who bore fo great a part in the charge 

'of the war ; that it would' be highly impolitic to difobligc 
the Egyptians, who made fo confiderable a part of his na- 
val forces ; and finally, that Cleopatra was not inferior to 
nny of the kings who attended him, in prudence and good 

•fenfe, as >^as manifeft from her governing fo mighty a 
kingdom alone. It was happy for Oftavianus, that this coun- 
fel took place. Cleopatra was allowed to (lay ; fhe and 
her paramour left Ephcfus, and fet fail for Samos, the place 
of the general rendezvous. Thither all the kings, princes, 
and nations, from Egypt to the Euxine fea, and from Ar- 
menia to lUyricum, were ordered to fend men, arms, and 
provifions. It was at the fame time proclaimed, that all ^^^ ^f 

- ftage-players, -dancers, fingers, and buflx)ons, fliould repair -^^^JJ'^ 
to the fame ifland ; fo that fometimes a (hip, thought to be samos 
laden with foldiers, and warlike (lores, was fraught with 

'fcencs, machines for the ftage, muficians, and players. 
Thus, while the refl^f the world was in the greated dread 

' of the approaching war, joy, and all kinds of pleafures> 

• reigned at Samos, as if they had abandoned all other places 
to refide there. Thither each city, within the limits of 
Antony's government, was ordered to fend an ox to be of* 
fercd in facrifice ; and the kings who attended him were 
in a perpetual difpute, who (hould make the moft magni(i- 
cent feafts ; infomuch that it became a common queftion, 

I among the fpedators, '* What will they do by way of tri- 
umph after the vidlory, fince they make fuch rejoicings at 
the opening of a dangerous war '^ ?" 

From Samos, Antony failed for Athens, where he lived anddikinu 
in the utmoft luxury and voluptuoufnefs (G). While he 
was at Athens, C. Sofius, and Domitius Ahenobarbus, fhe 

1 Plut. in Anton. 

(G) Cleopatra, who accom- puted feveral of the citizens to 

panied him, being jealous of wait upon her at her houfe with 

the honours Oftavia had receiv- the decree. At the head of 

ed at Athens, infinuated her- this depiitation was Antony 

(elf, with all the civilities ima- himfelf, he being free of A- 

ginable, into the favour of the thens : and, as he was chofen 

Athenians, ivho in requital, de- their fpeaker, he harangued the 

creed her honours beyond the queen in the name of the peo- 

condition of mortals, and de» pie. 
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«Mifals of this year, were obli^ to ksive Rome, fioC 
tliinking tbemfelves fafe in that city, after they had takes 
upon them to defend Antony* Thet both took refuge in 
Athens, and incenfed Antony to fuch a^ degree agaiuft Oc- 
tavianus, that he folemaly divorced Odavia, and lent {mtot 
per officers to Rome to force her from his boule. 

During Antony's refidence at Athens,' many of his 
friends, being iU*treated by Cleopatra, for oppofing her de« 
fign of attending Antony in the war* abandoned him, and 
went aver to CKiavianus ; amone the reft, Plancus, and 
Titius his nephew. PlancUs, on nis arrival at Rome, ac- 
cufed Antony before the ienate of feveral crimes, with io 
much bitternefs, that Coponius could not forbear faying to 
him, ** Surely you never pbferved what you now lay to 
Antony's charge till the evening before your departure '^ 
reproaching him either with bafenefs in enduring thofc 
crimes fo long, or with ftupidity, in not difcovering them 
fooner. Pollio's conduA was as generous as Plancus^s was 
infamous. Pollio had abandoned Antony, and lived pri- 
vately in Italy, ever fince his firft intrigues with Cleopatra ; 
but whenO^avianusprefled him to ferve under him in this 
war, he anfwered frankly, *' I have ferved Antony b^ter, 
perhaps, than he has rewarded me : however, as the fa* 
vours I have received from him are more known than the 
fervices I have done hioi, to avoid the imputati(^ of ingnh - 
Ijtude, I will not take up arms againft him,. but quietlf" 
wait the event of the war, and be at the difcretion of the 
conqueror/' 

Antony had made a will In favour of Cleopatra, higUjr 
injurious and diibonourable to the Roman people, and 
lodged it with the Veftals ^ Rome. Plancus and Ti^us, 
who had been privy to all his fecret counfels and defignSi 
gave notice of it to Odavianus, by whom it was iinn^- 
ately demanded. The Veftals antwered, that they could 
not deliver it up, without a facrilegious breach of the traft 
repofed in them ; but that O^iavianus might, if he thought 
fit, come and feize it in perfon. He took this method ac« 
cordingly : havfng firft read it over in private, and made 
marks upon thofe places which he thought moft for his 
purpofe, he called the fenate, and caufed it to be recited in 
their hearing. In this will Antony declared, that Caefarion, 
Cxfar's fon by Cleopatra, was bom in lawftU wedlock, and 
therefore was the true heir of Julius C^far. This was dif- 
pojSefling O&avianus of the inheritance which he held only 
as the adopted fon of the di£lator. By the fame will he 
^bequeathed moft of the Roman territories, which were 
under his command^ to Cleopatra and her children ; and 

ordercjl 



Wd^rdd hU bod jf| Wherever he flioold die, though at fto«Hft» 
to be fent into Egypt to Cleopatra, to be buried as (hb 
ihoald dircSt. OdaViaiiui artfully enUrged en that paft 
• of the win which related to Antony's funeral, and on his 
robbing the Roman people of their prorinces, to enricb a 
foreign princefe, who w^s an enemy to Home. As thefe 
charges were undeniably proved from an authentic inftru* 
ftnent^ thej^ alienated the minds of many, who had hithert(> 
defended his Caufe with great seal. Som6 of his friends, 
howeTcr, declared, that they thought it an eSLtraoxdinary 
And unprecedented way of proceeding, to punifli a man in 
his life^time for what was not to be put in execution till 
after his death. 

Among other articles of accufation, Caius Calvifius Hilsae* 
tharged him with having given to Cleopatra the famous li* €ufe.d rffi* 
brary of the kings of Pergamus, confiding of two hundred ^f**^ 
thoufand volumes j and with having fufFered the Ephefians c^'*cw«- 
to give her the title of their queen : he aflSrmed that he had yfj^/^ 
frequently, at the public audience of kings and princes, re- 
ceived love-letters from Cleopatra, and read them on his 
tribunal ; that when Furnius, an orator of great eloquence 
and authority among the Romans, was pleading before 
faim, be left him and the audience in the middle of their 
caufe, to follow Cleopatra, who happened to pafs by in her 
chair ; and that at a Memn feaft he had rifen from tablCy 
aiid trod upon her foot, as a fignal of their meeting in pri* 
tate. The heads of ibis accufation, however ridicuft)us 
they inay feem at prefenti were ferioufly propofed by Cai« 
tifitts, and appeared of fuch moment and weight to Anto^ 
fiy's friends, that they difpatehed Geminius to acquaint 
him, that his afiairs required him to be more circumfpefl ; 
and that, nnlefs he altered his conduft, he was in danger 
of being-deprived of the office of conful, to which he had 
been named for the year enfuing, of being ftripped of all 
bis goyemments, and declared an enemy to the Roman 
people. The arrival of Geminius alarmed Cleopatra, who, Tki Ma* 
looking ttpbn him as one of Oftavia's fpies, made him the 'oi9ur9f 
conftantjeftof thetaUe, where Ihe took care to have him ^!^J^^K^ 
always f^aced at the lower end. Geminius bore all her ^^ Antn^g 
affirofits and outrages with great patience, in hopes of find* frutub ti 
iBg an opportunity of talking with Antony in private. But firfaki 
flie infatuated triumvir, inftead of giving him a private au- ^^'^« 
dience, afked him one night at a full table, what had 
Brought him to Athens. *^ The bufinefs I come upon (faid 
he), well deferves a ferious confideration, and is not to be 
fettled cyver a botde. One thing, however^ I am charged 
by your friends to tell you. which yott may hear as well 
Vau XII. K druAk 
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drunk as fober^ your affairs will bear a much better (z(*6f 
if you fend back Cleopatra into Egypt." '^ You have done 
▼ery wifely, Geminius (anfwered the enraged queen), to 
tell us this important fecret, without waiting till it was ex* 
torted from you on the rack.'* A few days after GeminiuSy 
dreading the efFedls of Cleopatra's difpleafure, efcaped to 
Ron^e ; whither he was followed by many of Antony's 

jfriends, no longer able to bear the ill ufage they received 
from the imperious j£gyptian (H). 

Oftavianus, finding himfelf in a condition to encounter 
Antony with equal forces, no longer delayed declaring 
war ; but caufed it to be decreed only againft Cleopatra, for 
fear of provoking Antony's friends, who were ftill very nu- 
merous and powerful. However, Antony was deprived of 
the confulate, and his government was taken from him, for 
fufFering himfelf to be ruled by a woman. The decree im- 
plied befides, that Cleopatra had Co bewitched Antony with 
her charms and potions, as to deprive him of his fenfes) 
and that Antony was not to manage the war againft the Ro- 
mans, but Mardion the eunuch, Photinus, Iras, Cleopatra's 
waiting woman, and Charmioti, another of her maids, who 
were become Antony's counfellors and prime minifters of 
ftate \ 
The forces of the contending parties were anfwerable to 

' the empire they (hared between them. Antony had under 
his command^all the provinces from the Euphrates and Ar- 
menia to the Ionian Sea and Illyricum, and from Cyrene to 
Ethiopia. 0£tavianus's government extended from Illyri- 
cum to the Ocean, and comprehended all the coaft of 
Africa that was oppofite to Italy, Gaul, and Spain. Many 
kings followed Antony's fortune, and attended him in this 
namely, fiocchus king of Maj^ritania, Tarcondemus 



war : 



or Tarcondimotus of Upper Cilicia, Archelaus of Cappa- 
docia, Philadelphus of Paphlagonia, Mithridates of Coma- 

' Plut. in Anton/ Dio, p. 4s i, 421. 



(H) Among thcfe were Mar- 
cus Syilanus, and Dellius the 
hiilorian. The latter had iaid 
at an entertainment, where the 
wine was not to his tafte, that 
Antony's fnends drank vinegar, 
while at Rome Sarmentus was 
icrved with Falernian wine. 
This Sarmentus is mentioned 

(i)H<5rat lib. i. fatir. 5. 
p. 4»o, 



by Horace ( i } , and was one of 
06tayianus'8 buftbons. Cleo- 
patra took this raillery ib ill, 
that (he ordered Dellius to ba 
privately murdered 5 but he be- 
ing acquainted by Glaucus, a 
phyfician, of her defign» faved 
himfelf by flight, and retired to 
Rome (2). 

(i) Flut. in Anton. Dio, lib. u 
gene, 
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gene, Adallas of Thrace. Thefe attended him in pcrfort : 
but Polemon king of Pontus, Malchus king of Arabia, Hc« 
rod king of Judsea, Amyntas king of Lycaonia and Galatia^ 
only fent their quotas of forces. All thrfc together com* 
pofed an army of a hundred thoufahd foot, and twelve thou- 
fand horfe. His navy confided of five hundred (hips of 
Vrar, fome whereof had eight, and Tome ten, banks of oar$« 
0£lavianus had no foreign princes in his army, which 
amounted only to eighty thoufapd foot, but was as (Irong in 
cavalry as the enemy. He had no more than two hundred 
and fifty (hips, but thofe light and well manned with faitors, 
rowers, and foldiers ; whereas Antony's fecmcd *built for 
oftentation, anti, befides, were very indifferently manned, 
ills ofiicers having been obliged, for want of mariners, to 
prefs in Greece, which had been exhaufted long before, 
carriers, labourers, and even boys ; and, notwithdanding 
this expedient, his vefitls had not their full complement' (I). 

In 
i Plut. in Anton. Dio, p. 411, 423. 
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(1) Before thefe two power- 
ful fleets and armies came to en- 
gage, a paper war bt-oke out, on 
what occafion we know not, be- 
tween the generals, who wrote 
very (harp and receding letters 
to each other* 0(^avianu8 re-» 
proached Antony with the pro- 
digality of his entertainments, 
and his intrigues with Cleopa- 
tra. Antony reminded Odta-* 
Tianus of the famous entertain- 
ment of the twelve gods, at 
which he prefided^ drdTed like 
Apollo, while the other guefls, 
women as well as men, appeared 
in the attire of gods and god- 
defles, and pafled the night in 
the moft infamous debaucheries . 
This feail was called the Dode- 
catheon, becaufe the guefls per- 
fonated twelve gods and god- 
..delles, had made a great noife 
at Rome, and had been the fub- 
je6t of many fatirical epigrams, 
Antony had never been guilty 
of more infamous and fcanda- 
lous debaucheries than 0£ta- 
▼ianus wasonthisoccafion. To 
thefe refle&ions he added OQsk' 



vianus's hafty marriage with 
Liviaagainil all the rules of de- 
cency, his divorcing Scribonia, 
becaufe fhe would not bear with 
the capricious humour of that 
new miftrefs ; and on this occa* 
fion all the Roman ladies, with 
whom Od^avianus had ever car- 
ried on intrigues, were brought 
upon the ftage* Antony, in one 
of his letters, reproached him 
with the cowardice he had be« 
trayed in all the engagements at 
which he had been prefent» 
Oif^avianus wrote to him, that it 
was childifh to fight any longer 
with the pen ; but that if he 
would approach at the bead of 
his army, he ihould be fufTered 
to land m Italy without mole(ba* 
tion; that his fleet (hould have 
fafe ports, and his land-forces 
ground enough to encamp on. 
and put themfelvcs in order of 
battle* In return to thefe bra- 
vadoes, Antony challenged his 
rival to fingle combat ; and fens 
him word, that, if he declined 
the challenge, he was ready ta 
meet him at the head of his ar- 
K2 m/. 
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In the mean time the confular year expirin^i 0£taTial!tt9 
caufed himfelf to be declared conful for the third time \ and 
took M. Valerius Me&ala for bis colleague, in the room of 
Antony, who was to enjoy that dignity this year^ accord- 
ing to the agreement made between the two triumvirs and 
Pompey. Meflala refigned the fafces on the calends of May 
to M. fitius, who had abandoned Antony, together with 
Plancus ; and TitiuSy on the calends of October, yielded 
his office to Cn. Pompeius, of whofe defcent or fervices no 
mention is made in hiftory. 

As foon as the feafon would permit, both armies took 
the field, and the fleets put to fea. Antony'^ fleet faiU 
ed into the Ambracean gulf between the iflands of Cor* 
cyra and Cephalenia, and his army encamped at AAium 
near his fleet. A&ium was a fmall city on the fouth fide of 
the mouth of the gulf in Acamania. While Antony's fleet 
was at anchor there, 0£tavian us, crofling the Ionian fea, fur- 
prifedToryne, a fmall place near A6lium ; and appeared next 
morning, by day-break, ofi^ Adium, with his fliips in order of 
battle. As Antony's legions were not yet arrived, be had 
but a (mall number of foldiers on board his fleet, and con- 
fequently mud unavoidably have been defeated, had 0£^a* 
vianus attacked him. To divert him therefore for the 
prefent from engaging, he armed all his rowers and ma- 
riners, placed them on the decks, and failed up into the 
mouth of the gulf, as . if he intended to fall upon the ene- 
^ my *, and Oflavianus no fooner obferved him advance, than 
he retreated, as Antony had expefled. 

Odavianus's land-forces were encamped on the other 
fide of the mouth of the gulf of Ambracia, at a place where 
0£iavianus afterwards built, in memory of his viftory, a 
city which he called Nicopolis, or the City of Victory^ 
While he lay in this Gtuation, Antony, who was well ac- 
quainted with the country, found means to cut oflF th^ 
water from his camp, fo that his army was much diftreffi* 
ed ^. In the mean time Agrippa, with a fquadron, and a con- 
fiderable body of land-forces, ravaged the coaAs of Greece^ 

< Plut. in Anton* 

my at Brundufiutn, and Antony 
cam€ as far as Corcyra to meet 
him ; but the fummer being fat 
advanced, and the tempefluouft 
feafon of the year approaching, 
they both retired, "and putthdt 
armies into winter-quarter (j). 



my» in battle array, in the plains 
ot Pharfalia, where Caefar and 
Pompey had formerly decided 
. their quarrel. However, no- 
thing of confequence was per- 
formed this year ; 0£tavianus 
^affembled both his fleet and ar- 
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intercqpted all the conwf^ that were coming to Afttony 
from *gypt, Syria9 and Afia ; and, making . dcfccnts^ 
(lormed leyeral cities i among the reft Methpna in Pelo- 
ponnefus, where Bogud king of Mauritania, who defend- 
fd the placci was killed, and the numerous garrifon cut in • 
piec^su From Methona Agrippa failed for I^ucas, at a 
imall dift^ce from Allium ; and in fight of Antony mad^ 
himfelf mafter of that iflan4> and the ftips he found there. 
The cities of Patrse and Corinth likewife fubmittecf to him, 
after he had defeated (^Nafidins, fent by Antony to flop 
the progrefs of his conquefts. Returning from the coafts of 
Gr^ec^ to join Odavianus, he fell in with Sofius^, one of 
Antoq/s admirals, who had defeated L. Taurefius, whom 
Qdayianus had detached with a numerous fquadron to 
walch d^e enemy's motions. Agrippa atuckedhim with 
his ufiial braTejry, took fome of bis (hips, funk others, an^ 
difperfed the reft. In this engag^nent So£us himfelf pe« 
rifixed, and with him Tracondimotus king of Cilicia. At 
ib^ fame timp a great body of cayalry, conmianded by An- 
tony in perfon, was defeated by a deuchment of O^avia^ 
pus's cavahy under the command of Titius and Statilius 
Taurus. Thefe advantages, and the arrival of Agrippa 
with his vi£lorious fqus^dron, induced Antony to abandon 
in tBe night the camp which be had fortified oppofite the^ 
enemy's, and retire to A£tium on the other fide of the Am^ 
bracian gulf, where the greateft part of his army lay. 

While he continued at A£kium, feveral perfons of di- ^wvr^ 
ftinftion, feeing his fleet fo unfortunate in every fervicQ %/haum 
that was uader^en, and himfelf wafting bis whole time gfl^^r /• 
with Cleopatra, abandoned him, and went over to OAa- OSa^oia^ 
vianus. Among thefe were the kings Amyntas and Deio* •«'« 
tarns, and Cneius Domitius Ahenobarbus, the laft year's 
conful, who, notwithftanding his afFe£iion to Antony, « 

could no longer bear with the haughty and infolent.be* 
liaviour of jCIeopatra. The unexpected defertion of Do« 
mitius, whom Antony efteemed as one of his beft friends^ 
ftune him to the heart: however, he had tbe generofity, 
much againft the will of Cleopatra, to fend after liim his 
whole equipage, with his friends and fervants ; a circum* 
ftanoe which fo fenfibly touched J)omitiMs, who was fick 
of a fever when he fled, that be foon after died, his diftem* 
per being increafed by the grief of abandoning a man, wh9 
Wf kindnefs requited his infidelity and defertion. The flight 
of Domitius proved ei^tremely prejudicial to Antony's in- 
tereft, moft men believing that a perfon of his junderftand- 
ing and penetration woidd never have deferted him, had be 
sMit thought the ruin of bis party ioevilable. Antony no^ 

K3 began 



ij^ Tie Raman Htfioryi 

began to diftruft his bed friends, and caufed fome of tbcm^ 

upon bare fufpicions, to be put to death ; namely, lambli- 

chus, a petty king of Arabia, who expired upon the rack, 

and Q. rofthumius, a fenator of diftin£lion \ 

CmniiHui ' At length Canidius, commander in chief of Antony's 

mdvifes forces, arrived with the reft of the legions ; and, foon after 

Antony i9 his arrival, as he faw the danger nearer, changed his opi- 

C/ftra ^^^^ ^'^-^ relation to Cleopatra. He advifed Antony to 

undutirl. f*^"^ ^^"^ back, and retire himfelf into Thrace and Mace* 

don, there to decide the quarrel in the open fields with his 

land*forces \ efpecially as Dicomes king of the Getas 

Bit/ Ant^vj was ready to join him with a great army. - Antony was 

rtfohjts much inclined to follow the advice of his prudent and 

m^nafight faithful general ; but Cleopatra obliged him, againft his 

• J'^ ' o^n judgment, to hazard the empire, and his life, in a fea- 

fight. Being therefore determined, out of a ihameful 

complaifance for Cleopatra, and againft his own opinion, 

as well as that of all his o£Bcers, to try his fortune by fea, 

he mad; the neceffary preparations for an action, on the fuc-t 

cefs whereof depended the empire of the Roman world. 

Well acquainted with the effeminacy of the Egyptians, 

he was afraid they would turn their backs as fpon as the 

Burnt ft' fight began ; and therefore hefet fire to all their (hips, ex- 

n(tralo/his cept fixty, which he fpared, that they might ferve as a 

•wnfiipi, guard for the queen. ' Out of the other fquadrons from Syria^ 

Greece, Cilicia, the kingdom of Pergarous and Phoenicen 

he chofe the beft gallies : the reft he condemned to the 

flames, for want of mariners. 

Both fleets were now ready for a£lion ; but a violent 
ftorm, which continued for four days fucceflively, prevented 
them from engaging. On the fifth, the fea being calm, 
they advanced towards each other in good order. GelliuSi 
^htdijp^' Publicola comfnanded Antony's right wing, Coelius con- 
fiimiftht dufted the left, and Marcus 0£lavius and Marcus Jufteius 
twJUets. jjj^j charge ^f the main body. On Oftavianus' fide Agrippa 
was placed in the center, having Larius on his right, and 
Aruptius on his left. Oftavianus and Antony were both, 
according to fome writers, in the right wing of their fe« 
fpcftive fleets ; according to others, they chofe no particu- 
lar place for theipfelves, but went each in a light veffcl 
from one divifion to another, encouraging their men, and 
reminding them of their former exploits and victories (K)« 

••This 
« Plut. tbid. Vel. Pat. lib. ii. cap. S4. Dio, lib. 1. p.- 4171 4*8. 

• (K) Antony had on board his ries, and two thoufand archers ; 
Heet twenty thoufand legiona* O^vianus eight legions, and 

five 
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*• This day (faid Antony to his men before the engagement) 
I exped the empire of the world from your valour, and pro- 
mife you rewards anfwerable to fo noble a conqucft." Oc- 
tavianus was no lefs a£litre in the fame employment, and 
with more confidence, having been animated by a happy 
omen, which he caufed to be publiihed throughout the 
fleet (L). Antony ordered the commanders of his (hips to 
receive the enemy lying ftill as at anchor, arid to keep within 
the mouth of the gulf. Agrippa was not for attacking him 
in that pofture, and therefore kept about eight furlongs 
diftant from the enemy till noon, when a gentle gale rpring-- 
ing up, Antony's men, impatient of farther delays, and 
trufting to the oulk and height of their fhips, put their left: 
wing in motion. Agrippa beheld this precipitation with ' 

^reat fatisfa£lion, and ordered his right wing to bear back, 
on purpofe to draw the enemv as far out of the ftreightv 
as poffible, that his gallies, which were light, and nimble 
failers, might have an opportunity of furrounding Antony V 
heavy fhips, whofe bulk, and want of hands in proportion 
to their rates, rendered thiem unwieldy and unfit for fervice* 

On this fide the z6t\on began ; but in a. different manner Yr. of FL 
from what was then ufed in fe^-fights : th^rcWas no board* S3i9* 
ing, or grappling one fliip with another. Antony's flbips ^"^* ^hr. 
were ftrong, lofty, and fo rortified, that thofe of Oaavianus u cfVio, 
muft have, in boarding them, laboured under great difad- * 

vantages : his foldiers, therefore, attacked the enemy at a BattU •f 

five praetorian cohorts. As to tavianus was going out of his 

the number of the (hips, Florus teiit at break of day to yiiit his 

tells us, that Odavianus's fleet fleet, he meia countryman driv* 

confided of four hundred fail, ing an afs. Being moved with 

and Antony's only of half that curioiity, or rather fuperliition, 

number ; but what was wanting he aiked the naan^ name. " My 

in number, adds that writer, name (replied he) is Eutjches-. 

was made up in bulk ;' for all and my afs is called Nicon. 

Antony's (hips had from fix to The nrfi of thefe names in 

nine banks of oars; and befides, Greek fignifics ^^a^', and the 

they were ib raifed with turrets other conqueror. This feemed 

and decks, that they refembled fo lucky anomentoOStavianus, 

cafiles and cities. As to the that he no longer doubted of 

number of Antony's (hips, Flo- vidtory ; and, when afterwards 

nis is contradi^ed by Odtavia? he created . a trophy in that 

nus himfelf, who left written in place with the beaks of the fhipa 

his commentaries, quoted by he had taken » he caufed two (la- 

Plutarch, that he took three tues of brafs to be erc6^cd, one 

hundred of the enemy^s (hips, reprefenting the man, the other 

(L) We are told, that as Oc- his afs ( i )• 

(l) Plqt. in Anton. Suet, in 0£tav. capt 96. 

K 4 diftance^ 
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4ift9ll^ wi^h pikes, javelios, darta, ^nd ferefa! laTetidfSi 
of (ire, wbich tbey (brew among them, while A^toiif 's mi;q 
defended themfelvei with ihofrert of darts and arfowsa 
which they difcharged from d^eir wppden towmt In the 
mean time Agrippa ordered Aruntiiis tp ei(tend bis }eft win^ 
and endeavour to hem in the enf^mf . Publicola immei& 
;itely advanced in order to prevent his being outflanked % and 
as by this motion be left the main bpdy unguarded, Agnpps| 
bore, in upon it, and put it in diforder. Qow^vef, (he vicf 
0ry illill remained doubtful, Antony's foldierSf who were 
all chofen meni defending theinfelveis with inciedibl^^ IFf^P^Tt 
and making a dreadful havock of ail who atl;empte4 ^ ap^ 
proach ibem. The fight lafted feveral hpurii with ay Sm 9 
profpe^): of fuccef$ for Antony as for Of^vi^^nDSn ^ msMiv 
xi^^n and foldiers on board the two fieet^ being §n4^para£<ui 
by the fliQuu of their refpe^ive armies who w^d th«i 
event of the engagement drawn up in ordetr of battle, the 
one on die north fide, sind the oiber on the jfontb M^ ^ tbe 

Ambracian Gulfv 

. While the two parties were thus contending w^tf) gjx^^, 

fury and pbftinacyfor vi£bory, Cleopatra's fixty g^ili^^tcrp^dU 

ing all their fails, advanced uoeypef^edly beitween the twfl 

fleets. This fndden motion equally furpvifed both nitvies« 

Antony, whofe center was already in difordeiFy esppe^fd 

(bme gallant ai^ion from the queen, who had brought him 

^fc&^ into the prefcnt danger : he was therefore ftruck wi|b 9«>99Kev 

pfCi^l^; ment, when he faw the whole Egyptian fquadron, inftead 

'^/^ of falling upon the enemy, tack about, and with a fair wind 

fteer their courfe towards Peloponnefus. Here Antony he* 

trayed a weaknefs hardly to be imagined s his pafiion for 

that proftitute getting the better of his ambition, honour, 

and every other confideration, he no fponer faw the queen's 

ihip under fail, than he threw himfetf into a galley of five 

banks of oars, attended only by two dpmeftics, Sceflius an4 

miiho iifd* Alexander the Syrian. Thus he abandoned his men, wh<;| 

h^idbji were generouflyiacrificing their lives, in his fervice, to fpt 

dMiMj. j^^ a, bafe woman, who had long fince begun, axld was now 

accomplifhing his deltru&ion. As foon as he came up with 

Cleopatra's galley, he was taken on board ; but without fb 

much as feeing her, he placed himfelf at the ftern, and 

there, leaning his elbows on his knees, and his head on 

both his hitmls, as one confounded with anger and &ame, 

be conjin^ed a long while in that melancholy attitude ^. 

V Plut. in Anton. Dio, lib. U^ p. 4591^. Flor. lib. iv.cap* ii« 
Veil Patf rcui. lib. ii. cap* 85* 

The 
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The gallant beluinoiir of Antoay's tr^« an thiaoq^^ft ^^M^tjlfm 
cannot be f afficieptly admired and commended i for ihowH ^^wmt 
their general had abandoned thc(n, and the Cfport of ftif !^^*^'' 
flight was fpread through the fleet, yet they fought with the ^^* 
fame ardour and intrepidity as if he had been prefent; and 
dtfputed the vi^^ry till night, when a ftifFgale fpringins 
VP» they were feparated» and hairing X^o leader to condu^ 
thepElf feil into difoider, which was the caufe of their de« 
feat* Thfee hundred {hip# yielded to the conqueror ; hut HbJkHh 
the flaughter was ineonfiderable* Antony's land-foreee •wrtmHt^ 
could not he brought to believe, that a generaU who had 
nineteen legiona entire, and twelve thoumd horfe, could 
hafely defert them) efpecially fuch a general as Antony, 
who bad feen and encountered fortune in all her ihapes and 
Ticiffitudei* They therefore expected he would/oon appeaff 
and putting himfelf at their head« give them an opportunity 
of (hewing their fidelitv and zeal JFor his intereft and fervice. 
When they were at Im thoroughly perfuaded that he had 
deferted them, they neverthelefs kept in a bodj, though 
quite furrounded both by fea and land, for feven tlays to* 

Sitber, without hearkening to the advantageous offers made 
em by Od^vianus. At length, being abandoned by Ca- aiutkls 
nidiua, and all their chief officers, who privatelv made i^md-fmrm 
their efcape, they liftened to the conditions whicn Od»f fiAmit. 
vianys offered themf and were incorporated amone his le« 
gions* 8uch was the famous fea-fight of A&ium, to much 
jpoken of by the ancients, efpecially the poets of that time *. 
It was fought on the fecond day of September, when Ca>> 
iar O&ayianus and Meffala Corvinus iveie confuls (M). 

After this defeat, the auxiliaries^ who had ferved under oamwm* 
Antony, retired to their refpe£tive countrieSf and» in the »«/*/ rmv 
lequel, made their peace with the conqueror on the beft '*^^*' 
terms they .could obtain. Some of the princes he depofed, ^JJ'^^J^ 
others he continued in their former ftate ; but impofed upon ^ 
them, as well as. upon all the free dates which bad joined 
Antony, heavy fines; whereby thofe unhappy countries 
were reduced to a moft deplorable condition* As for the 
Bomans, O&avianus pardoned fome at the eameft intreaties 
of his friends and his mother Mutia ; others he puniihed 
with the utmoft (e verity* Odavianue, next morning after 

s Yidc Virf . lib. viii. iSnod. Ovid. Metamorph. lib, xv. Horas. 
epod. 9. & Propert. lib. iv. eleg. S. 

(M) As 06biviaauif by this after them Aurefius ViAor and 
fver memorable vidory, became Butropius, reckon fiom this 
fele mailer, of the whole Romsn . time the: yean of OAsvianui^ 
fm|iire, pio, SHCl9nivt» uA imjfM^m^ 

|he 
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Jmtmy tKc battle, finding his viSory complete, detached a fqost* 
fw^Ju$d^ droti of light gallies in porfuit of Antony and Cleopatra) 
which Antony no fooncr faw rowing up to. him, than he 
commanded his pilot to tack about, and face them. Upon 
this motion they all backed, except one commanded by Eury- 
cies the Lacedsamonkin, who ranging up to Antony's ▼effeJ, 
with great ^fiercenefs and intrepidity, ihook his hnce at him 
m a threatening manncK. ** Who art thou, (cried Antony 
from the ftern) who haft the boldnefs to purfue noe thus? " 
^^ I^m, (anfwered he) Eurycles, the fon of Lachares, brought 
J hither by Caefar*s fortune to revenge my father's death.* 
This Lachares had been condemned to death by Antony for a 
robbery. Howeteir, the Lacedaemonian not venturing to 
engage fo renowned a cohimander, attacked another galley 
and took her, with a (hip, on board of which was a great 
deal of rich plate and furniture. Eurycles retired, fattsfied 
with his prize ; and upon his retreat Antony returned to his 
former nielancholy pofture, and continlied fo three days, with<* 
#ut feeing the queen> till he reached 1 aenarus in Laconia. 
He iwtU There Cleopdtra's women brought them to fee each other^ 
nuts his and converfe as formerly, Antony appearing as fond of her 
fomi^s 3IS ever, when he had the ftrongcft reafons to deteft and 
patriu' ^^^^ ^^''» ^^ the only caufe of his ruin. At Tsenams he 
* ^"- received an account of- the total defeat of his navy i but, 
believing his legions ftill in his hitereft, he wrote to Cani- 
dius to retreat with them through Macedon into Afia^ pro«» 
Hhgenert' pofing to renew the war in that country. As he was him- 
jfity to- felf determined to retire into Africa, he gave one of his 
T^^/j ^" largeft fhips, laden with vaft fiims of money, and gold and 
'"': ^' filver veffek of an ineftimable value, to his friends, deflring 
them to ihare it among them, and provide for their own 
fafcty ; but they refufmg it with tears ip their eyes, and de- 
claring they would always follow bis fortune, he broke 
forth into complaints of his cruel deftiny, which deprived 
him of the power of giving them fuch tokens of his ac-» 
knowlegement and gratitude, as they had given him of their 
fidelity and afFe£tion. He added, tnat he could not, with«- 
out being guilty of the higlieft injuftice, fuffer them to be 
involved in his misfortunes ; and therefore abfolutely com^ 
manded them to abandon him to his evil deftiny, and con* 
fult their own fafety. He ordejred Thcophilus, governor 
of Corinth, to provide for their fecurity, and keep them 
concealed till they could make their peace with Oftavia- 
nus. Having taken this ftep for th^ prefervation of his 
friends^ he retired to Africa, whence he fent Cleopatra into 
Egypt, :and loon ;ifter followed her. Of the reduAion of 
Egypt by 0£l:avi3nuS| of the unhappy end of Antopy nnd 
\ • Ckopatra^ 
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Cleopatra^ and the affe£ting circumft^nces of their death, 
we have given an account in our hift<3ry of the Ptolemies 
of Egypt, to which we refer our readers. All Anton/s 
ftatues were thrown down, and entirely demolifhed, both 
in Egypt and at Rome ^ his memory was declared infamous 
by the fervile fenate ; and a decree was pafled, ena£ling, 
that none of his family (hould ever after bear the name of 
Marcus (O). 

0<5lavi^nuS| having reduced Egypt, and fettled the af- OBavta- 
fairs of that kingdom, l^ft Alexandria in the beginning of "^f fettles 
September, in the year of Rome 720, with a dcfign to re- ^j^^*^^' 
turn through Syria, Afia Minor, and Greece, to Italy. On Afiaiil* 
bis arrival at Antioch, he found Tiridates, who had been- nor^ ^t* 
raifed to the throne of Parthia in oppofition to Phraates, 
and likewife ambafladors from Phraates, who were all come 
on the fame bufinefs, to foltcit the aififtance of the Ro« 
tnans againft each other. 0£tavianus gave a friendly ^n«^ 
fwer both to Tiridates and the ambafladors of Phraates, 



(O) He died In the fiftjr-. 
third, or, as fome write, fifty- 
fixth year of his age, leaving 
(even childrta by his three wives 
Fulvia, Odtavia, and Cleopa- 
tra ; for he married the queen 
after his divorce from Ooavia* 
What became of Alexander and 
Ptolemy, his fons by Cleopatra, 
we find np where recorded ; but 
for his daughter Cleopatra, the 
virtuous Odtavia brought her 
up with her own children, and 
married her to Juba, king of 
Mauritania, one of the mod 
learned and virtuous princes of 
his age. Antyllus, hFs elded 
(on by Fulvia, was l)etrayc4 by 
. his governor Theodprus to Oc- 
tavianus's foldiers, who, by his 
orders, put him to death. Ju- 
lius Antonius, the younger bro- 
ther of Antyllus by the fame 
mother, became one of 06la- 
vianus's chief favourites; Oc-- 
tavia, whofe generofity for that 
unfortunate family was without 
bounds, having be flowed on him 
Marcella, one of her daughters 
by her firfl hufband ; but he af^ 
lerwards indifcreetiy engaged in 



a fcandalous intrigue with Ju- 
lia, 06tavianus's only daughter, 
which coil him his life. Oc- 
tavia had by Antony only two 
daughters, bf whom the elder 
was called Antonia Major, and. 
the younger Antonia Minor; 
The former married L. Domi- 
tius Ahenobarbus, by whom fhc 
had Cneius Domitius, who, by 
Agrippina, the daughter of 
Germanicus, was the father of 
the emperor Nero. Antonia 
Minor, who inherited both her 
mother's beauty and virtue, was 
iparried to Drufus, the fon of 
Tiberius and Livia, and fon- 
in-laW to O^lavianus, From 
this marriage came Germani* 
eus, defefvedly efteemed the 
greate ft general of his time, and 
the moft accompiifhed perfon 
among the Romans ; and Clau- 
dius, who reigned before Nero. 
Gains, furnamed Caligula, the 
fon of Germanicus, likewife 
governed the Roman empire; 
to that Antony's family, not- 
withflanding their misfortunes, 
gave three emperors to Rome. 

without 
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inAont intending to affift cither ; but ratber with a defigo 
to animate the one agaiaft* the other, and by thefe meant 
to weaken both, fo as to rcnde/ the Parthian name no 
longer formidable to Rome* Having appointed Meffala 
Corvinus governor of Syria, he marched into the piOTiBce 
of Afia properly fo called^ and there took up his winter- 
quartert ^. In the beginning of the next year O&aviaaus 
entered his fifth confulate, and had the following coU 
leagues : Licinius CraflTus, to the calends of July \ C. An* 
tiftius, to the ides of September ; and M. TuUios, the fon 
of the famous orator, from that time to the end of the year. 
He employed the winter in fettling the aiairs of the feverai 
provinces of Afia Minor, and the adjacent iflands; and in 
the fpring'paffed into Greece, whence he departed for 
J(itmn$ /f Rome, which he enteied in the month Sextilis, afterwards 
JlMff#« called Auguft, in three triumphs, which were celelurated 

{or three fucceffive days (P). 
Oamvm" 0£tavianu$ was now at the height of his wifii^, fole 
uuMth'mh foYereign> fole fn^^fter* of the whole J^oqoan empire^ but 
^^'Ap^ the many dangers which attend an ufurpcd power, sqppe^r* 
#Mtfr *^i ^^ ^^"* ^^ ^ ftropger light than ever, filled his mind viUi 
^^^ * a tbowfand perplejHng thoughts. The natural averfion irf 
the Romans to % kingly government, their bve of IjObierty, 
and the ides of March, when his father Julius was mur- 
dered in full fenate by thofe very men whom be thought 
the moft devoted to nis perfon, were confideratipns that 
filled him with apprehenfions conceriiing his perfonal fafety« 
Th^ palQoa of fear is laid to have outweighed the attrae« 

J Dio, lih. li, p. 447, 

(P)^Thefirft triainph wasfor an afp haogmg at her ann« 

his viAories over the Palma- B-oroe was 10 much enriched 

tians, Pannonians, and fome with the immenfe treafum 

C^erman and Gauliih nations, brought by O^tavianus and hi« 

whom he had conquered before fddier? out of Egypt, that the 

bis w^r with Antony, The fe- 'value of money fell from ten to 

* <5QjEid was for his naval viftory four per cent, and the prices of 

at Allium ; and the third for every thing clfe rofe in propor- 

the reduction of Egypt. In the tion. After his triumph^ the 

)a((, which was the moft mag- name of emperor was conferred 

nificent of the three, were led upon him, not in the tommon 

^fore the vidtor's chariot Alex- fenfc, 9s it imported only a ti- 

' ander and Cleopatra, whon() An- tie of honour, but as it carried 

tony had by the queei> ; and with it a fovereign power, and 

the image of the queen was ao uc^controuled authority (i). 
carried in a bed of liate, with 

(0 Dio, lib. 111. p. 4^3, 4H« 

tjooi 
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ticftkt of po^er^ and inclined htm to follow the etatnple of 
' Sylia. Before he came to any refolutton, he thought it ad-^ 
vtfeable to confult his two moft intimate and trui^y friendSf 
Agrippa and Maecenas ( the former no lefs famous for his 
probity than his valour ; and the latter a man of great pe« 
netration, and generally efteemed the mod refined politic 
cian^of his agfc* Agrippa openly declared for a generous 
rcfignation : he enlarged on the many and almoft inevitable 
dangers which attend monarchy, infupportable lo a free 
people, and to men educated in a commonwealth : he did 
not forget the examples of Sylla and Caefar $ and clofed his 
fpeech with exhorting O^avianus to convince the worlds 
by reftoring liberty to his country, that the only motive for 
his taking up arms was to revenge his father's death. 

Maecenas, on the other hand, remonftrated to him, that hdijkadii 
he had gone to6 far to recede ; that, after fo much blood- •^•* ^^ ^ 
flied) there could be no fafety for him but on the throne ; ^*^^^^* 
that, if he divefted himfelf of the fovereign power, he would 
be immediately profecuted by the children and friends of the 
many iliuftrious perfons whom the misfortunes of the times 
had forced him to facrifice to his fafety; and that it was ab* 
folutely neceflary for the welfare and tranquility of the re- 
public, that the fovereign power fliould be lodged in one 
perfon, and not divided among many individuals, whofe 
ambitious views would ftill occafion a perpetual fucceflion 
of miferies to the public* Odlavianus thanked them both 
for their friendly adtice, but adhered to the opinion of Mae« 
cenas } who gave him many wife inftru£lions and rules of 
goveniment, which are related at length by Dio Caflius ^. 
Among other things he told him, that he could not fail of 
being mccefsful in all his undertakings, happy in his life* 
time, and famous in hiftory after his death, if he never de* 
viated from this maxiin ; to govern others as He would wifli 
to be governejd himfelf, had he been born to obey, and not 
to command. Maecenas added, that if, in taking upon him 
die fovereign power, he dreaded the name of king, fo odious 
in a commonwealth, he might content himfelf with the title 
of Caefar, or Imperator, and, under that title, which was 
well known to the ligmans, enjoy all the authority of a fove- 
reign. 

This advice 0£tavianus followed, and from that time laid 
afide all thoughts of abdicating the fovereign power; but, to 
■deceive the people into a belief, that they ftill enjoyed their 
ancient government, he continued the old magiftrates, with 
the fame name^ pomp, and ornaments, andjuftasmuch 

* Dio, lib. lii* p. 4^4, &G« 
- . ^ power 
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power as lie thought proper to delegate into their h^1^A^ 

They were to have their old jurifdiftion of deciding finally 

all caufeS) ^except fuch as 'were capital ; and though fome 

of thefe laft were left to the governor of Rome^ yet the 

HitwrU chief he referved for himfelf. He paid great attention to 

tneptopUt ^}^Q people : the very name that covered his ufurpation was 

a compliment to them j for he afFefied to call it the power 

of the tribunefliipy though he a£ted as abfolutely by~ it as if 

he had called it the ^iftatoriaf power He likcwife won 

the hearts of the populace by takitig particular care that pro- 

Vifions fliould be cheap, and the markets plcnfifully fup- 

plied : and he entertained them with (hews to amufe their 

imagination, and keep them in good humour. While they 

thus enjoyed plenty, cafe, and pleafufe, they had no temp-» 

tation to enquire into the title of their prince, or refent ads 

of power, which they did not immediately feel. 

mndthi He filled the fen ate with his own creatures, raifed the 

ftnau\ but number of the confcript fathers to a thoufand : he fupplied 

di*vefts feveral poor fenators with money out of the treafury to dif- 

M#w of all ^jijarge the public offices, and, on all occaGons, affeded a 

' ' high regard for that venerable body ; but at the fame time 

divefted them of all power, and reduced them t,o mere cy 

K*)ers. To prevent them from raifing new difturbances in 
e diftant provinces, he iflued an tdxfX^ forbidding any fe- 
nator to travel out of Italy without leave, except fuch as had 
lands in Sicily^ or Narbonne Gaul, which at that time com-* 
prehended Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphiny« To thefe 
provinces, which were near Italy, and in a perfefk ftate of 
tranquility, they had liberty to retire when they pleafed, and 
live upon their eftates. Before he ended his fixth conful- 
(hip, he took a cenfus of the people ; and found the number 
of men fit to bear arms amounted to four hundred fixty* 
three thoufand • (Q^). He likewife celebrated the games, 
which had been decreed by the fenateforhis viftory at Ac* 
tium ; and it was ordered, that they (hould be celebrated 
every fifth year, four colleges of priefts being appointed to 

« Dio, lib. Hii. p. 496, & Marmor. Capuana, torn, iii, Anna!; 
Pighii, p. 495. 

(QJ) Mention is made of this tulus and L. Greltius) ; in which 
cenfus in the marble tables of four hundred fixty-three thou- 
Capua in thefe words : ** In my fand citizens were numbered " 
fixth confulfliip with my col- Inflead of this number, Eufc- 
league M. Agrippa, I numbered bius, whom feveral modern wri- 
the people, and made a cenfus ters have followed, has in hit 
after forty-one years (that is, chronicle four millions one huD« 
from the cenforihip pf Cn. Len- dred and fixty -four thoufand. 

take 
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tate care of them ; to wit, the pontifices, the augurs, the 
feptemvirs, and quindecemvirs. In order to gain the affec- 
tions of the people ftill more,, he annulled,- by one edi£l, 
the many fevere ,and unjuCl laws which had been ena£ked 
during the triumvirate. He raifed many public buildings, Hi adorns. 
repaired thofe that were decayed, and added many orna- ^^ ^'f?'* 
lAents to the pity, which at this time was, if we may give 
credit to fome ancient writers, about fifty miles in compafs, 
and contained near four millions of fpuls, reckoning men, 
women, children, and Haves. He attended hufinefs, re- 
' formed abufes, (hewed great regard for the Roman name, 
promoted pleafure and jollity, often appearing in perfon at 
the public diverfions, and in all things fludying to endear 
himfelf to the populace. 

in the begmning of his feventh confulfliip with M, 
Agrippa, finding all things ripe for his defign, the people 
highly pleafed with his mild, government, and the fenate 
filled with his creatures, he went by the advice of Agrippa 
and Maecenas, to the fenate-houfe ; and there, in a ftudied He males 
fpeech, offered to refign his authority, and put all again a feint /# 
into the hands of the people upon the old foundation of the jf^w^' 
commonwealth. Theconfcript fathers not only interrupted '^P^'^*^* 
him while lie was fpeaking ; but afterwards unanimouily 
befought him to take upon himfelf alone the government of 
the Roman empire. He, with a feeming relu£lancy, yield- IscempeOed 
cd to their requeft, as if he had been compelled to accept fy^^^fi* 
of the fovereignty. By this artifice he compaffed his de- "^^'v*^** 
fign, which was, to get the power and authority he had 
ufurped, confirmed to him by the fenate and people for the 
(pace of ten years ; for he would not accept of it for a longer 
term, pretending he (hould, in that time, be able to fettle 
all things in fuch peace and order, that there would be no 
farther need of his authority; but. that he might then eafe 
himfelf of the burden, and put the government again into 
the hands of the fenate and people. This method he took to 
render the yoke lefs heavy ; but with a defign to renew his 
leafe, if we may be allowed the expreffion, as foon as th« 
ten years were expired } which he did accordingly from ten 

J ears to ten years as long as he lived, governing the whole 
Loman empire with dn abfolute and uncontrouled power. 
With this new authority the fenate refolved to diftingui(h 
him by a new name. Some of the fathers propofed the name 
of Romulus, to import, that he was another founder of 
Rome : fome offered other titles : but the venerable name 
of Auguftus, propofed by Munatius Plancus, feemed pre- 
ferable to all the reft, as it expreffed more dignity and re-' 

Terence 
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terenee ttiln Authority ; the moft facred ihitij^tf fueb tl 

temples, and palaces cottfecrated by augurs, being termed 

by the Romans Augufta. Oftavianus hittifelf was inclined 

to aflume the name of Romulus $ but, on mature refle^Hon^ 

fh tkle tf he declined it, and took that of Anguftus ^, by which wt 

Jt^ui (hall henceforth diftinguifh him in the fequel of our hiftory. 

Aif Among other inftances of fervile adulatbii payed at this 

■*•• * jttn£bure to Auguftus, one Sextus Facuvicus, a tribune of thd 

people, devoted himfelf to the emperor, in the manner 

of the Celtes : in other words, he faoUnd himfelf by a fo« 

lemn oath to live and die with Auguftus* 

Though the whole power of the fenate and people wil 
now veiled in Auguftus, yet, that he might feem to fliar^ 
it with the confcnpt fathers, he refufed to govern all the 
provinces, ai&gning to the fenate fuch as were quiet and 
peaceable, and keeping to himfelf thofe which, bordering 
upon barbarous nations, were moft expofed to troubles ana 
Wars, faying, he defired the fathers might enjoy their powef 
with eale and fafety, while he underwent all the dangers 
ind labours ; but, by this politic condud, he fecured all 
the military power to himfelf, the troops lying in the pro* 
vinces he had chofen ; and the others, which were govern* 
ed by the fenate, being quite deftitute of forces. The 
latter were called fenatorial, and the former imperial, pro* 
tinces (R )• Over the provinces of both forts were placed men 
of diftin£bion, fuch as had been confuls or prxtors, with 
the titles ofprocdnful and proprietor; but the government 
of Egypt was committed to a private knight, Auguftus 
fearing left a perfon of rank, depending upon the wealth 
and fituation of that country, might raife new difturbances 
in the empire. All thefe governors held their iemploy* 
Incnts only for a year, and were, upon the arrival of thdr 
fuccefibrs, obliged to depart their provinces immediately, 
and not fail to be at Rome within three months- at the 

^ DiO| lib. Uii* p. 497. F!or. lib. iv» Liv. lib. cxxxiv. 

(R) The fimatorial were A- that part of Si»in called Baed* 

frica, that is, the imcient do- ca. The imperial provincei 

mmioM of Carthage^ Numidia, were, the reft of Spain, com* 

Alia properly fo called, or the prehendiog the provinces of 

anciekit kingdom of Pergamus, Tarracon and Lufitania, all 

Greece, flyled by moil hifto* Gaul and Germany, Coelefyria, 

nans Achaia, Epirus, Dalma* Phoenice, Cilicia, the ifland of 

tia, Macedon, Sicily, Sardinia, Cyprus, and the kingdom of 



the iiland of Crete, Lybia, Cy. Egypt 
ftnaica, Bithyoia, PoDtu9, and 



fartheft« 
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J^rAe^*^* Thus ended the greateft comtnohwealth^ and fte$n4. 
at the faniiB time bq^an the greateft monarchy, tl^t had ever */^^' 
been known (S.)v 2^«- 
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fhe iliftory of Rome^ from the Settkimenf of 
the Roman Empire to the Death of NerOp 
the laji of the Family of the Cafars. 

THE fitft and chief care of Auguftus, rto^ abfolute Yr. of Fl. 
inafter of the Roman empire, was to fatisfy his fol* •Sol- 
diers, and attach them more firmly to his intereft. With ^^^^ ^^^^ 
this view he difperfed them ail over Italy in thirty-two co- xj. c!^7»x. 
lonies, that he might the more eafily reaffemble them in 



cafe of any fudden commotion, fie kept twenty-five legions TA/ land-^ 
on foot, eight of which were on the Rhine, four on the Mcesof 
Danube, three in Spain, and two in Dalmatia. The other '^' fi»t*^* 
eight were lent into Afia and Africa, four of them being 
quartered in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and in 
Syria, two jn Egypt, and two in the province of Africa, 
cohfifting of the ancient dominions of Carthage. Hiefe 
Vere conftanfly maintained, even in the moft peaceable 
timeSf by Auguftus, and for fome ages by hts fuccefibrs, 
tbeir whole. i^umber amounting to 170,650 men. In the 
tieighbaurh(K)d of Rome were always quartered twelve co- 
.liorts, al^out ten thoufand men, nine of which Were called 
cohortes prastpriae, or praetorian cphorts; and the other 
three cohortes urbanae, or city cohorts* They were efta- 
bliflied to guard the emperor's perfon, and maintain peace 
and tranquility in the city. The praetorian guards had, as^ 
ve ihall fee in the fequel of this hiftory, a great (hare ia 
all thie changes and revolutions of the enipire, till the reign 
et Con&mtine the Great, who dift>anded tbem all in the 
year 312 of the Chriftian aera. 

t Tadt. Annal. lib. i. p. ss« 

(S) It comprehended the yearly revenues of the empire, 

greateft, and by far the beft they have, by a modeit com* 

part of Europe, Afia, and fiSri' putation, been reckoned to %• 

ca, being near four thoufand mount to forty millions of our 

nules in lem^h, and about half money. 
as much in breadth* As to the 

Vol. 231. L Befides 
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^keJUits. Bcfides thefe numerous and welUdifciplined land^forcef, 
Auguftus kept conftandy at fea two powerful fleets ; one 
riding at anchor near Ravenna in the Upper or Adriatic 
fea, to command and defend Dalmatiat Greece, Cyprus, 
Afia, and the reft of the eaftern provinces ; the other at 
Mifenum in the Lower or Mediterranean fea, to awe and 
prote£l Gaul, Spain, Africa, and the weftem provinces* 
Their bufinefs was to keep the feas clear of pirates,. to con- 
voy the veflels which brought to Rome the annual tributes 
' from the provinces beyond fea, and to tranfport corn and 
other provifions neceflary for the fubfiftence and relief of the 
Thi policy city. As to the civil government, Auguftus reformed many 
rfAngHfius, ancient laws, and made new regulations ; but, in this re- 
fped, he afFe£led to do nothing without the. advipe and 
approbation of the confcript fathers. The comitia were 
held, as formerly, In the field of Mars ; but fuch only were 
chofen for the great offices as Auguftus had before recom- 
mended to the centuries. The fame officers of ftate, the 
fame names, pomp, and ornaments, were continued with 
all the appearance of authority, but without the leaft 
ti ' B I d P^^^^ "• However, the fenate pretended to be fo well 
Pater Fo' pleafed with his government, that they honoured^faim with 
tria. the title of Pater Patriae, or Father of his Country. 

Coe$ hto Towards the end of this year Auguftus, having fettled 
GauL affairs in the capital, left Italy, and pafled into Gaul, with 

a defign to attempt the reduftion of the Britifh rflands ; but, 
being informed on his arrival at Narbonne, that the Salaifi 
at the foot of the Alps, and the Cantabri and Afturcs in 
Spain, h^d (haken off the Roman yoke, he fent Terentius 
Varro againft the former, and marched in perfon againft 
the latter, after having entered his eighth confuiihip, in 
which he chofe for his colleague Titus Statilius Taurusi 
^htfirfi one of his lieutenants. Before he left Gaul, he took a 
ttnfuiout cenfus of the inhabitants of the three provinces into which 
v*^^J* that country was then divided, and which is the firft we 
read of made out of Italy "^^ 

On his arrival in Spain, he defeated the Cantabri in a 

pitched battte near Vellica, at a fmali diftance from the 

Iberus, and obliged therti to retire, with their wives and 

children, to one of the higheft mountains, called by the 

^rhiVan- ancients Vindius, and by the moderns the mountain of 

^aJd^Mu* Afturias ; b^t in the ipean time falling fick, the whole 

^Tiansdi- management of the war was committed to C. Antiftius^ 

ftatid* . who, having defeated the united forces of the Cantabrians 

tt Dio. lib. Hii. p. 511. Suet, in Oftav. w Dio, lib. liv. p. 5S5« 
Tacit, ^nna). lib. 1. cap. 39. Suet, lib* ii^ cap. »6. 

. . .and 
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tXid Afturiarts in a great battle, forced thfem to take wfugfc 
on another inacceffible mountain, which he furrounded 
with a jwride and deep ditch fifteen miles in compafs, forti- 
fied at proper diftances with caftlcs and turrets. By thi$ 
work, all the avenues and pafTages being {hut up, thofe 
unhappj people were reduced to the Utmoft extremity for 
. want or provifions ; yet fo great was their love jof liberty, 
that, ioitead of yielding) they endured for a long time 
miferies hardly to be exprefied, the women devouring their 
own children, and the young men eatinjg the old, to fup- 
port the neceflities of nature* After many unfuccefsful ThyfaU 
attempts to force the Roman intrenchments, the Afturians m; amtng 
were at length inclined to throw themfelves upon, the cle»* thgrnfilvtu 
mency of the contjueror ; but were oppofed by the Canta- 
brians, who maintained, that they ought all, like brave 
men, to die fword in hand. This dangerous contention 
was carried fo far, that, after a confiif):, in which many 
fell on both fides, the Afturians, to the number of ten 
thoufand, were driven to the intrenchments of the Ro- 
mans, of whom they begged mercy and protcftion. Tibe- Numhirs rf 
rius, the emperor's fon -in-law, refufing to admit them in* '^^ 4^* , 
to the camp, many of thofe unhappy wretches fell upon ^^^'P^^J^ 
their own fwords ; others, lighting great fires, threw them- '^l„gf^* 
felves into them, a^tid perifbed in the flames ; and fome 
ended their lives by drinking the juice of a venomous herb, 
which grew in the foreft they poffefled *. 

The confular year being expired, Aujguftus, who ftill 
refided at Tarracon, whither he had retired in the begin* 
ning of the camp>aign, entered on his ninth cohfulOiip, and 
thofe for his colleague M. Junius Silanus 3^. This year was Yr. of FI, 
remarkable for the total redu£tion of Spain, after it had, 1313. 
for more than two hundred years, given the Bomans con- Ante Chr. 
ftant employment, and put them to the expence of main* u c^* 
taining numerous armies in that country. The Cantabrians, * ; 
whom Antiftius kept clofely invefted, were forced to fur- <rAe Catf- 
render at difcretion, to the number of twenty-three thou- iabrians 
fand. Ten thoufand of thefe were incorporated among the f^^duidi 
Roman auxiliaries, to be employed againft the Afturians ; 
the reft were difarmed, ^nd fold to the beft bidder \ but 
moft of them laid violent hands on themfelveis, defpifing 
their lives after the lofs of their liberty and arms *• Canta- 
bria, now Bifcay, being thus reduced, Auguftus divided 
his army into two bodies ; one he detached> under the com- 
mand of Titus Carifius, into Lufitania, whither fome of 

X Oro£ lib. vi* cap. ss. y Suet, in O^av. cap. %6t * Orof. 
ibid. Pio, lib. liii. Veil. Pat. lib. ii, 

hz ' thp 
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the Afturians had retired, and the other he himfelf ebff< 
mmi M ^"^^*^ "^^^ *^^' country. The Afturians in Lufitania were^ 
#i# 4Jw- 11^ ^ 4>attle, which laded two days, entirely defeated by 
fimu. Carifius, who conld not help acknowleging, that the Aftu* 
rians equaled in valour the Romans* On the other hand^ 
Auguftus and Antiftius, entering the country of thofe bravei 
but unfortunate people, cut moft of them in pieces, and 
made themfelves maftera of all their cities and fortrefles« 
Thus were the two moft warlike nations of Spain forced to 
receive the yoke, without being ever after able to recover 
their ancient liberty. Auguftus built feveral cities to keep 
the rebellious" Spaniards m awe; among the reft Caefaf 
Augufta, now Saragofa, and Augufta Emerita, now Merida, 
10 called, becaufe it was founded by Auguftus, and peopled 
by his veterans, called in Latin Emeriti *. He likewife built 
a ftone bridge over the Iberusi to facilitate the march of the 
Roman troops from one province to another. 

In the courfe of this year feveral wars were carried on 
with equal fuccefs in other parts. Marcus Craflus, one 
of Auguftus's lieutenants, overcame the Mcefians, a fierce 
and favage people beyond the Danube. M. Vincius gained 
confiderable advantages over fome nations of Germany^ for 
which the title of Imperator was conferred upon Auguftus, 
under whofe aufpices Vincius had fought. Terentius 
fl/ ^ala/i Varro, fumamed Murena, reduced the Salafli, and obliged 
$iM»id^ them to fubmit to fuch terms as he thought pnqier to im<* 
pofe. After they had delivered up their arms, Varro fent 
forty thoufand of their youth to Eporedia, now Ivreay 
where they were condemned to flavery for the term of 
twenty years. Auguftus divided their lands among the 
foldiers of his guard, and founded in the new colony a city, 
which he called Augufta Pretoria, now known by the 
name of Aofta. The whole glory of this expedition was 
afcribed to Auguftus, though he was then in Spain, and a 
magnificent monument ereSed, by a decree of the fenate, 
to his honour, in the midft of the Alps, on which were 
engraved the names of forty-three nations inhabiting diofe 
mountains, who were (aid to have been fubdued by him, 
and brought under the Roman yoke ^ (T). 
' While Auguftus was waging war with die rebeDious 
Spaniards, Cornelius Gailus, to whom Virgil tnScribed bis 
tenth and laft eclogue, was condemned to perpetual banifh* 

a Suet, in Odlav. Dio^ lib.Hii. p. 514. Oraf, ib^id. ^ Plin. 

lib. Hi. cap. so. 

(T) The remains of dib feen in the neighbourhood ef 
ftaiely monument are ftiU to be Monaco, 

ment 
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ment hj the fenale, for ha?itig fpoken with too much li* 
berty 6t Ai^uftus. He had been appointed by the emperor^ 
who loted and efteemed hini on account of bis fine genias^ 
the firft gpvemor of Egypty whicb he opprc&d in a Tery 
Cyrsinnjc^ manner, ftripping the moft wealthy cities of the 
country* particuhirly the famous Thebes, ol all their or« 
namentSy and laying heavy taxes on the inhabitants. £lated 
with pride, he ruled more like an abfolute monarch than a 
£ibordinate magiftrate, ere^ing ftatues to himfelf in the 
chief cities of that kingdom, and infcribing his own name 
and a&ions on the pyramids. Such extraordinary proceed* 
ings obliged Auguftus to recall him, to brand him with in* 
famy, and forbid him his houfe, and the provinces under 
his command* Gallus, thus ftigmatized, uttered many 
difirefpeSful fpeecfaes againft the emperor ; for which, as 
well as for his rapines, extortions, and other mifdemeanorsy 
he was, by the unanimous (uSngts of the fenate, con« 
demned to baniihment j but he prevented the execution of 
the fentence, by falling on his own fword *. Augttftus» 
whofe favour he had gained by his military exploits, and 
the elegance of his poetical compofitions, is faid to have 
wept, when he received in Spain the news of bis death, 
complaining, that he alone <was not allowed to fet what 
bounds he pleafed to his refentment : however, he returned 
thanks to die fenate for the zeal they had fhevrn on this 
occafion for the fafety of his perfon, and the glory of bis 
name *, This year died Amyntas, king of Pifidia* He 
bad been fecretary.to old kinp Deiotarus, and raifed by Marc 
Antony, whom he ferved with great fidelity, to the throne^ 
which Auguftus fufiered him to enjoy, but would not allow 
him to tranfmit it to his pofterity ; fo that Pifidia, with Ga- ^jMM, 
latia and Lycaonia, upon his death, were reduced to a Ro- £^^/ !^ ^g 
man province, and firft governed by M. LoUius, in quality ^ ^mmm 
of proprsBtor*. pnvm€$. 

During Auguftus*s rcfidence in Spain, Agrippa, wh6 had 
remained in Rome, was no lefs employed in adorning with 
magnificent ftru£tures that ftately metropolis, than others 
were in extending its dominions. Among the many j>ublic 
edifices he built at his own charge, the moft remarkable / 

were the porch and temple of Neptune, the hot baths, called 
Thermae Agrippae, and the Pantheon, a celebrated temple, n^Pm- 
fo named, according to Dio, from the many images of the i ~ 
gods with which it was embelliihed, or rather from its 

c StrabOy lib. xvii. p. S19. Ammian. Marcel, lib. svti. Dio* lib. 
Hii. p. 51s. Eufeb. in Chron. « Suet, in Oftav. cap. 6S. 

• £atrop» lib. vii. Seat. Ruf. in Br^viar. 
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airched roof, which refembled the heavetM. ^Thift wonder* 
f ol ftrudure was finifhed this year, in the ninth confaUhip 
of Auguftus, and is prefervcd entire to this day (U). 

While Auguftus continued at Tarracon, his health not 
allowing him yet to fet out on his return to Rome, he had 
the fatisfadion to fee the moft remote nations of the tTorth 
and the Eaft, that is, the Scythians, the Sarmatians, the 
Indians, and the Seres (W), courting his friendfhip with 
embai&es, and rich prefents ^ Floras tells us, that the 
Seres were four years on their journey, and that they pre-^ 
fented Auguftus with pearlsy precious ftones, and elephants. 
The following year Julia, Auguftus's daughter, by Scribo^ 
nia, was married to Marcellus, the nephew of Auguftus, 
by hid (ifter 0£tavia, a youth of extraordinary accompli^- 
ments, and already adopted by Auguftus, who had no hopes 
of iflue by his wife Livia, whom he paffionately loved «. 

In the enfuing year Auguftus entered upon his tenth con^ 
fulfliip, haviAg C. Norbanus Flaccus for his colleague. 
When he returned to Rome, the fervile fenate paffcd a de-» 
eree, by which he was freed from the obligation of all laws, 
and impowered to govern the republic according to his ar- 
bitrary will and pleafure. At the fame time, by a folemn 
oath, they approved of all his a£i:s, and decreed, that Mar- 
cellus, though not above fixteen years of age, ihould, on 
account of his extraordinary merit, have a place in the fe- 
liate among thofe of the praetorian rank, and that he might 
ftand for the confulate ten years fooner than he was allowed 
by the laws. It was likewife ordained in favour of Tibc- 
fius, fon-in-law to Auguftus, that he might ftand for the 
curule offices five years fooner than the ufual time. Thcfc 
decrees were no fooner pafled, than Marcellus was made 
aedile, and Tiberius appointed quaeftor ^. 

This, or, as fome aifert, the preceding year, was remark- 
able for an expedition againft the fouthern Arabs, under- 
taken by ^lius Gallus, a Roman knight, the third gover- 
nor of Egypt undfsr Auguftus. The emperor, being in- 

f Flor. lib. iv. cap. i%, Sueton. in 0£lay. cap. 21. Orof. lib* vi. 
cap. zi. Eutr. lib. vii. e Dio, lib. lUi. p. 515. ^ Pio, ibid. 



(U) It is a doubt among an- 
tiquaries, vyhether Agrippa did 
any thing more than add the 
portico to this famous temple. 
^ (W) The Seres, the fame 
people whom we now call the 
Chincfe, are thought to have 
been the firft who made iilk ; 



whence filk was called ferkai 
and a filken garment fericum^ 
by the Greeks as well as the La- 
tins. From the country of the 
Seres, that is, from China, (ilk 
was brought into Perfia, and 
from Perfia into Qreece and 
Italy. 

formed 
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formed that South Arabia abounded in goM, filver, and 
other richesy refolyecj^ either by fair means or force, to open 
a commerce between them and his fubjeAs : but his views 
extended eyen to the redu£lion of the Troglodytes, their 
country being feparated front South Arabia only by the nar- 
row ftreights now called the JStreights of BabelmsJnde), 
through which the Arabian gulf di^harges itfelf into the 
fonthern ocean. For this expedition Augufl:us/urni(hed 
Gallus with ten thoufand men ; Herod, king of Judsea, 
fent him five hundred, drawn out of bis own guards \ and 
Obodas, king of the Nabathsean Arabs, fupplied him with 
a thoufand morCi under the command of Syllaeus, his chief 
minifter* 

Syllasus undertook to be Callus's guide in this expedition ; H# h he- 
but with no other view than to betray him, and render the 1''^^ ^ 
cnterprize abortive. Gallus had propofed to march through ^'*'*'' 
the country of the Nabathasans, and from, thence into South 
Arabia, or Arabia Felix ; but Syllseus falily informing him» 
that there was no fafe pafiage thither by land, he built an 
hundred and thirty tranfports at Cleopatris> a port at the 
bottom of the, Arabian gulf, or Red Sea ; and, putting his 
army on board of them, failed for Leiicocome, a maritime 
city of the Nabathaeans on the other fide of that fea. As 
this was a very dangerous navigation, on account of the 
many rocks and ihelves in that part of the Arabian gulf, 
and Syllaeusxondufted them the worft way through it, he 
was fifteen days in his paffage, and loft a great many 
ihips. On his landing, his army was feized with a diftem- 
|>er common in that country, which obliged him to continue 
ina&ive at Leucocome, and in that neighbourhood, for the 
remaining part of the fummer, and the following winter. 
Early next fpring he left Leucocome ; and, after a painful 
march of fix months fouthward, being led by the treacher- 
ous Syllxus through ways almoft impaflable, he arrived on 
the borders of Arabia Felix- 

Upon his approach, Sabus kine of that country fled, abaur 
doning his metropolis, called by Strabo the city of the 
Agrans, which Gallus took by aflault. From thence he 
continued his march fouthward, and arrived 0^ the (ixth 
day at a river, where a numerous body of Arabs aflembled 
to difpute his paflage ; but Gallus attacking them, cut ten HideftMU 
thoufand in pieces, with the lofs of two men only. With- tkeArshi^ 
out farther oppofition, he made himfelf mafter of Anneftus, y^^^j^ 
Afca, Magufum, Tommacum, Labeccia, Mariaba, a city -^^^ 
fix miles in compafs, Athrula, where he left a gariifon, and 
Caripeta. From Caripeta he penetrated, farther into the 
country! and^ after fome days march, reached Marfyabc^ 
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a City of the fthamanites, who were gorcrncd hj a pcttf 
prince named Ilafarus : he beficgcd the pla^c ; but waa 
obliged, after fcvcral unfucccfsful attempts, to d?op that cn-i 
terprize, for want of water. His men beipg feized with 
various diftempers, occafioned by the beat of the cUmatCji 
and the unwhoifomencfs of the air» water, and he^bs of the 
country, and great numbers of them dropping off daily, he 
thought it advifeable to retreat into the country of the N»r 
bathapans, and from thence purfue hiy route into EgypV 
Accordingly, having difcovered the treachery of Sylteus, he 
marched homeward, under the condud of qiore faithful 
guides ; and came in fix days to Anograna i whence, aftet 
having put to flight king Sabus, who attepipted to harafa 
him on his march, he purftied his journey to Negraji called 
alfo Hygra, which he reached in fixty days \ Whereas he 
had fpent fix months in marching from t^xence to the con«^ 
fines of Arabia. At Negra he embarked his troops, and 
having crofled the Arabian Gulf in eleven days, he landed 
at Myos Hormus, on the Egyptian fide ; and from thence,, 
by the way of Coptus, led back the miferable remains of hi|[ 
army to Alexandria, after having fp^nt two yea^s in thi^ 
Unhappy expedition. In the feveral ikirmiihes be had withi 
the enemy, he loft only, feven men ^ but the far greater 
part of his forces periflied either by famine or difeafes^ (W). 
While jSlius Gallus was employed with part of tlie Egyp- 
tian army in this expedition, Candace, queen of -ilthiopia,^ 
invading the province of Thebais in Upper Egypt with a 

freat army, furprifed the cities of Syene, Elephantina, and 
hyllis, carried the Romans, who garrifoncd them, into 
captivity, overthrew Auguftus*s ftatues, and laid wafte the 
whole country. Alarmed at this invafion, C. Petronius, at 
that time governor of Egypt, having, with amazing cxpe-. 
dition, got together a body of ten thoufand foot, and ejght 
hundred horfe, marched againft the warlike queen, and,^ 
coming up with her in the neighbourhood of Pfelcha, i| 
city of Ethiopia, on the banks of the Nile, defeated her ar- 

t Dio, lib. liii. p. 516— -524. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 7S0. 8c lib. ii. p* 
11S. &. lib. xvii. p. Sio. Joieph. Antiq. lib. xv. cap. it* ^ de QelL 
Judaic, lib. i. cap* 16. Plin. lib. yi. cap. %Z. 



(W) Some of the medicinal 
compofitions. which he invent- 
ed againft tne diftempers that 
reigned in his army, are men- 
tioned by Galen, and, among 



the reft, treacle, which, on hi$ 
return, he prefcnted to Au- 
guftus, telling him, that it had 
faved the lives of many of hit 
foldiers(i). 



(i) Galen, de Antidot. lib.ii^ 
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tfij, though thirty thoufand ftrong, and made himfelf mafter h^faand 
0t Pfclcha, the key of Ethiopia on the fide of Egypt, h ^^ro* 
From Pfelcha Petronius penetrated aho?e eight hundred •^ 
miles into the country ; and, after haying paffcd thofc de- 
ferts, where the whole army of Cambyfes is faid to have 
been by a fudden ftorm buried in the £ahd, he took, with- 
out oppofition9 the citiea of Premnis, Aboccis, Phturis^ 
Cambyfes, Atteva, and Stadifis ; which lad place ftood 
near* the catara£ks of the Nile. Encouraged by this fuc-» 
cefs, the Roman general advanced to Napata, which Dio 
calls Tenape, the metropolis of the kingdom, which he 
took) and deftroyed 5 and from thence pufhed forwards, till 
at length, being unable to proceed farther, on account of 
the gre^t deferts> nor remain there any longer* on account 
of the exceflive heat of the climate, he was obliged to re- . 
turn. Having, therefore, put a garrifon of four hundred 
men into Ppemnis, one of the ftrongeft fortrefles of Ethio- 
pia, and fupplied it with provifions for two years, he re- 
turned to Alexandria, carrying with him many thoufand 
captives, whom he fold for flaves, except one thoufand, in 
which number were the chief commanders of Candace'i 
army ; and thofe \it fent as a prefent to Augufius. The 
queen of Ethiopia, upon the firft notice of the departure of 
the Romans, haying affembled new forces, attacked with 
great vigour the garrifon they had left at Premnis 5 but 
retronius returning with aftoni(hing expedition, (he was frkimuim 
obliged not only to raife the fiege, but to conclude a peace fOHcUuUs m 
upon terms very advantageous to the Romans. However, peac$ vntk 
Auguftus afterwards remitted the tribute/ and reftored to ^^^ ^^ 
her all the citie$ which Petronius had feized ^. *"^*'* 

Di;ring thefe tranf^iftions in the Eaft, the Afturians and TkeCaUm 
Cantabrians attempted to recover their liberty ; and having, tabriatu 
by a ftratagem, fiirprifed a confiderable body of the Ro- «y 4^«- 
mans, put them all to the fword. ^lius Lamia, whom ^^^^ 
Auguftus had left governor of that part of Spain, foon re- artfiom 
Venged thejr death, laying wafte the whole country with Ttiuc$im 
fire and fword, and cruelly maflacring^ moft of the young 
men who were able to bear arms ; by which means he re- 
duced them in lefs than a month to entire fubjeaion '• 

In the courfe of the following year, Auguftus, being in At^/fusm 
his eleventh confulfliip, with Cn. Calpurnius Pifo, fell into thgp^pf 
a dangerous diftemper, which brought him to the point of ^*'*' 
death. When he thought himfelf paft recovery, he fent 
for the curule magiftrates, and the chief men of tne fcnato- 

k Strabo, lib. xvii. p. Sao. Dio, lib. liv. p.i24f 5*5* ^^^^' l>b. vi. 
cap. 29. ' DiO| p* i%i9 5>4* ' 
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rial and equeftrian order, who had nd doubt that he defigned. 
to name in their prefence his fucceflbr, and entail the em- 
pire on his family. They were, therefore, greatly furprifed 
to fee the dying emperor, without utteiing a fingle Mrord, 
put into the hands of his colleague Calpurnius Pifo his laft 
will, and with it a book of bis own writing, which contained 
a dlflinf); and minute account of all the towns, provinces, 
allies, forces, riches, and taxes, of the whole Roman em- 
pire. The contents of his will, which was to be opened 
only after his death, weie never known ; but from his not 
paming a fuccefibr, and his delivering to the chief magif- 
trates, in fo critical a jundure, an account of the revenues 
and forces of the empire, they concluded, that his defign 
was to put the commonwealth into the hands of the fenate 
and people. His ring he delivered to Agrippa, fignifying 
thereby, as was then interpreted, that, if they defired tpbc 
governed by one man, they could not choofe a perfon better 
qualified for fo great a truft than this illuftrious Roman* 
As for Marcellus, his fon-in-law, his nephew, and his fon 
by adoption, whom every one believed he would name for ^ 
his fucceflbr, he feemed to have entirely forgot him. This 
unexpefted behaviour of Auguftus at the point of death, 
when his fmcerity could not be reafonably queftloned, 
gained him the afFeSions of the people above any thing he 
had hitherto performed : they thought him more worthy of 
being folemnly deified, and ranked among the gods, for the 
difinterefted love he (hewed for his country, than his father 
Julius on account of his warlike exploits. 

But the apotheofis of Auguftus was deferred for many 
years ; for Antdnius Mufa, a famous Greek phyfician, bro- 
ther to Euphorbus, phyfician to Juba, king of Mauritania, 
by cooling potions, and the ufe of the cold bath, reftored 
him to his health, to the unfpeakable joy of the fcAate and 
people, who immediately ordered a ftatue of brafs to be 
ereded to Mufa, oppofite that of uEfc;ulapius, a diftinftion 
never before granted to any freedman : he was alfo allowed 
to wear a gold ring j and all perfons of his proftffion were 
for ever, in gratitude to him, exempted from all manner 
of taxes and tributes ". The recovery of Auguftus oc- 
cafioned great rejoicings in the city ; medals were ftruck, 
many of which have reached our times, and the moft mag- 
nificent fports exhibited that had ever beeil feen at Rome. 
IVe arc told, that fome fathers, then on their death-beds, 
commanded their children tofacrifice victims in their name, 
as a thankfgiving to Jupiter Capitolinus, with this infcrip- 



' Dio, lib. liii. p. 517, & fcq. 
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tioot ^^ The day of our death was the day of Augu({us*8 re* 
covery '•'* The emperor, as fooa as he was in a condition to 
appear abroad, went to the fenate»houfe, where, after having 
thanked the fathers in the moft flattering terms for the con- 
cern they had (hewn during his illnefs, and the joy they 
had exprefled on his recovery, he opened his will, and 
oiTered to read it to the afl^embly, in order to convince them 
that he had appointed himfelf no fucceflbr ; but left them 
at fuU liberty either to re-eftabli(h the ancient form of go- 
vernment, or choofe for themfelves a fovereign ; but they 
all exclaimed, that they would not by any means fufier him 
to take that trouble, fince they were, without any farther 
proof, convinced of the fincerity of his intentionsi and his 
difinterefted zeal for the public welfare. 

The behaviour o£ AuguKus during his ijilnefs occafioned Mt/knJir^ 
a mifunderftanding between Marcellus and Agrippa. The JfatuUng 
former, .thinking himfelf injured by his uncle, who had ^'^w</« 
preferred to one of his own family a man of mean defcent, ^^j^i^ 
a mere foldier of fortune, exprefled his refentment, not p^ ^^v* 
againft the emperor, but againft his favourite, treating him 
on many occafions with great contempt. Agrippa was not 

• a man to bear with fuch ufage. The emperor, therefore, to 
prevent the ill confequences of their mutual jealoufies, 
thought it advifeable to feparate them ; and accordingly ap- 
pointed Agrippa governor of Syria, who immediately left 
Rome* but went no farther than Mitylene, in the ifland of 
liCfbos, whence he fent his lieutenants to govern the pro* 
vinces committed to his care. 
Aug^ftus, now thinking his authority fufficiently efta- 

. bliflied, refigned the fafces to P. Seftius, a man of an un« 
blemiflied charafler,* though a conftant and faithful friend 
to Brutus, under whom he had ferved in the battle of Phi- 
lippi, in quality of proquaeftor, and whofe memory he highly 
reverenced. The fenate was fo aflFe£led with this impartial ifg^ a#- 
condu& of Auguftus, in preferring a man of Seflius's charac- Mur/ 
ter to many of his own friends who afpired to the fame dig- ^'«/>^^ *« 
nity, that tney heaped new honours upon him, declared him ^'^S^fi'^'* 
perpetual proconful of the Roman empire, impowered him 
to aflR:mble the fenate when he pleafed ; and, what he valued 
above all other prerogatives, allowed him to exercife the 
authority of the tribuneihip, and enjoy all the privileges an- 
nexed to that dignity, not only within the walls of Rome, 
but in the moft diftant provinces. Such an ample and un- 
iin^ited power was without precedent i but the emperor rea- 
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dHy accepted k, as it rendered his perfon £u:red> and fecvfvt 

bim deainft all ontraees and infttlt&\ 

In the confnlate of Cn. Catpui nios Ptfo and L. Sefttmy 
Phraates, king of Parthia, being reftored to the throne bf 
the Scydiiansy Tiridates^ wbom'the Parthians had cbofeo 
in his rooDi) being obliged to fave himfelf bf flight, came 
to Rome, with the chief men of his party, to foUcit the afift^r 
ance of Augudos, promifing to hold the kingdom of bim, 
in cafe he fhoald be reftored by hia means to the throne. 
On the other hand, Phraates fent ambafladof s after him to 
defeat bis defigns, and to demand of Angvftos the delrvery 
of his rebellious fiaTcs, as he ftyled them, and the releafe c» 
his fon^ whom Uridates had put into the cmperof^s hands 
at Antioch. AuguRos introduced the ambafladors to the 
fenate ; but after they bad pleaded the caufe of their re- 
fpe£Hve princes before the fathers, withoat confulting tbem^ 
he declared, that he would not deliver Tiridates into the 
hands of Phraatesi nor affift either of them againft the 
other : howeyer, he gave Tiridates kave to live at Rome, 
ordering him, out of tne public treafury^ an allowance fiiit* 
able to his rank ; and fent back to Phraates his fan, on con^ 
dition that he fliould re(|ore all the. captives and enfigna 
taken from Craflus and Antonjr^ This reftitution Phraates 
promifed ; but did not immediately perform K 

This year Marcellus was feized with a hedic fever, which 
Antonius Mufa undertook to cure; but the remedies he pre*» 
fcribed> the fame which had faved the life ef Auguftus, 
were commonly believed to have occafioned his death, in 
the nineteenth year of his age, to. the inexpreffible grief 
of Attguftus, his mother 0£kavia, and the Roman people, 
whofe hearts he had won by his cxtrabrdinary accomplifh^ 
ments, obliging behaviour, and uncommon modefty. His 
funeral obfequies were performed with the utmoft magni^ 
ficence in the Campus Martins, Auguftus» who was bis 
neareft relation, pronouncing,, according to cuftom, his tvt^ 
neral oration 9. 

Next year, M. Claudius Marcellus ^feminus and I^. 
Aruntius being confuls, a dreadful plague raged in Rome, 
and all the other cities of Italy ; which, as the lands wtro 
left uncultivated, was attended with a general famine. The 
Tiber overflowed, and laid great part of thedity under wa- 
ter. Lightning fell on the ranthe^Ma^ and deftroyed feveral 
ftatues in that temple. The populace^ imagining that the 

* Dio, lib. liii. p. $1%. Veil. Patercal. lib. ii« cap. 91. Jofeph. An* 
tjq. lib. xi. cap, 13. SOet.jbid.cap. 66. ^ f Dio, lib. liii. p. 518, 

fJ9. Juftin. Hlx xlii. cap. 5. s Dio, lib', liii. p. 5179 ft 9. Veil. 

atercu). lib. ii. cap. 93. Tacit. Aanal, it. Virg. .^eid hb. vi. 
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gb^s tia3 vifited them with thefc, and threatened them with 
greal:er calamities, becaufe they had fuficred Auguftus to 
lay down the confulate, furrounded the fenate-houfe, and 
threatened to fei fire to it, unlefs the fathers immediately 
created him dictator. The confcript fathers readily conv- 
plied widi their requeft ; then the people repaired in crouds 
to the houfe of Auguftus, with twenty-four axes and fafces, 
intreacing him to accept of the didatorfhip ) but he wifely Aug^g 
declined the offer, having already all the power and autho- «"/'fr ^ 
rtty, without the ei^vy and danger, annexed to that title. ^^V** 
However, that he might not feem todefpifc the favours of Lp^^d 
the people, he accepted the office of general purveyor, which the qfice §f 
had b«en formerly conferred on Pompey the Great, and P^rpettud 
took care to fupply the city with plenty of provifions, ap* '**>*''• 
pointing annually two perfons for that purpofe, who haf 
difcharged the praetorfliip two years before. He could by 
no means be prevailed upon to affume the office of perpetual 
cenfor ; but nam,ed to that important employment Paulus 
.^l^ilius Lepidus, brother to the triumvir, by whom he 
bad been ^rofcribed, and L. Munatius Plancus, formerly 
one of Antony's moft zealous partisans ; but Lepidus dying 
ibon after, and Plancus being a man of a moft infamous ch^ 
rader, A-uguftus took upon himfelf to perform the fun^icm^ EmaSsfi^ 
though he declin^ the title, of thatmagiftracy, and enabled ^^'** 
fevera} excellent laws relating to the reformation of manners 2^* 
(X) : but all thefe meafures taken for the advantage of th^ 

public, 

(X) From the «diles he tranf- reftrained fuch icandalous prac« 

ferred the care of the public tices, by forbidding, under the 

ibews and (poru to the praetors, fevereft penaldes, any of the fe* 

whom he reduced to ten, and natorialor eque&rian order to 

would not allow them to exhibit appear on the ftage, Auguftus, 

the ufual fports at their own in this zenith of his power, was 

charges ; but obliged the people fo condefcending as to appear 

to contribute a fmall fiim for incourtsof judicature like a pri»> 

their own diverfions, a^id paid vate perfon, and even to plead 

the reft out of the public trea- for his friends, or attend them 

iiiry. He ordered, b^ a parti- when cited before the pnetorsy 

cuiar edid, that non^s ihould or other judges. This com* 

cxhlUt the ihewof gladiators plai^ce often drew infults 

wi^out Leave ffpm the fenate, upon him from the adverfepar- 

and then only twice a year, and ties, as it happened in the cafe 

with no more than ooe hundred of one M. Primus, who was ac* 

and twenty combatants. As cufed of having made an irrup« 

many perfons of rank, women tion into the country of the 

as well as men, had of latere- Odryfians, while he was go^ 

bafed themfelres to a6t Imd vernor of Macedon. Primus 

dance upon the ftage, Auguftus maintaioedi that he bad bees 

ordered 
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public, were not fufficicnt to exempt him from tlie nl§* 
cbinations of thofe who wifhed to fee the ancient form of 
Cn^iran government reftored. Murcna, and Fannius Caepio, the 
mgMufiJu' former a man of an unblemiflied charaSer, and the latter 
gnfims* ^1^^ greatcft debauchee in Rome, formed a confpiracy againit 
him ; for the execution of which a day and place wer^ al- 
Difeover- ready appointed : but in the mean time Murena difclofed 
^^i^tkg the whole to his fitter Terentilla, and (he to her hulband 
ur^tmiA' Maecenas, who imparted it to the emperor, after having ad* 
^ vifed his brother-in-law, and the other confpirators, to ab- 

fcond, till he fliould be able to obtain their pardon : but 
Auguftus would not liften to the entreaties either of Mae- 
cenas or Proculeius, who was brother to Murena, and in 
fuch favour with the emperor, that he had been long in 
fufpenfe whether he (hould beftow his daughter Julia oa 
bim or Marcellus. As Auguftus proved inflexible, the con* 
Ipirators were fummoned to take their trials, and, not ap- 
pearing, interdifled fire and water throughout the whole 
extent of the Roman empire. Caepio was conveyed in the 
night-time, by a faithful fl^ve, to the Tiber in a baflcet, and 
put on board a fmall vefTel, which landed him at Oftia^ 
From Oftia the flave conduced him fafe to Laurentum, and 
from thence to Cumae, where he was betrayed by another 
flave to a centurion, who cut off his head, and carried it to 
Rome. Murena was difcovered in Rome, and put to death 
by the emiflaries of Auguftus. 

f A$ the confpirators had been abfolved by the votes of fomc 
of the judges, the emperor, fearing fuch criminals might, 
Tor the future, efcape unpuniihed, enaded two laws, im- 
lawt in- porting, that all guilty perfons, who refufed to appear, 
mSe^ Tila^ fliould be condemned to the fame punifliments, which would 
ii^Jh W ^^^^ ^tn infli£ked upon them, if they had been regularly 
their tried and convi£ted ; and that, for the future, the judges^ 

jiM^r/. in criminal cafes, (hould deliver their opinions, not in writ- 
ing, but openly, and by word of mouth. Left thefeverity 
be (hewed on this occauon might inflame the minds of the 

ordered by Auguftus to make reply ; which fo provoked L« 

war upon the Odryfians; where- Murena, who pleaded for Pri* 

upon Augudus, appearing foon mus, that he could not hdp 

arter in court, was alked by the alking the emperor with great 

praetor, whether Primus's plea boldnefs and anger, ** What 

was true or not. The emperor bulinefs he had there ; and 

anfwercd , th at Primus was cer- what had brought him toa place 

tainly milbken, (ince he Was where he was neither ezpeded 

very fure he had given no fuch n*^ wanted ?'* •VThc public 

orders. This open and pofitive good/' replied Auguftus, with 

declaration left no room for any great calmnefs and moderaoon. 

people, 
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-people, he took no notice of the behaviour of old CsepiO, 
who not only fct at liberty the flave who had conveyed hi$ 
fon oi^t of Rome, but fentenced the other to be crucified, 
after having caufed him to be led through the ftreets of 
the city, with a writing, which expreffed the caufe of his 
|>unifliment. At thie time Auguftus, to gain the fenate, Cyprus 4md 
delivered up to the fathers the provinces of Cyprus and Nar- Gauitte- 
bonne Gaul, which, from this time, began to be ranked iiwffdt9 
among the procortfular provinces, and to be governed by ^"^fi"^^^* 
inagiftrates lent thither by thefenate ^ This year the Can- 
tabrians and Afturians revolted again ; but were foon fub- 
jefted by C. Fumius. 

Italy, and all the provinces in the Weft, enjoying pro- 
fotmd tranquility, Auguftus refolved to make aprogrefs into 
the Eaft; and, with this view, fet out for Sicily towards the 
yend of the yj^r, leaving the people at full liberty in the 
choice of their confuls At the time appointed, therefore, 
for the great elections, the centuries met, and unanimoufly 
raifed to the confulate Auguftus, and gave him M* Lollius 
• for his colleague ; but he refufing to accept of that dignity, 
and even to name another in his room, the centuries met a 
fecond time ; when fuch diforders were raifed in the comi- j)tflurB^ 
•tia by the ambition of the two competitors, L. Silanus and ancesm 
.<^-^milius Lepidus, that the wifer citizens thought proper ^««^'« 
to foiicit Auguftus to return to Rome, and put a ftop to the 
cohtcfts and divifions which the oppofite faftions had raifed 
in the city. Auguftus received the account of thefe dif- 
turb^nces with fecret fatisfa£lion, hoping they would cori- - 
vincc the moft zealous and obftinate republicans, that they 
were no longer capable of governing themfelves as for- 
merly : however, left the quanr els of two fuch men, who 
bad a great number of clients, and were allied to moft of 
the chief fasiilies in Rome, fliould produce a civil war, he 
reprimanded the candidates feverely, and commanded them 
IQ keep ata diftance from Rome till the eleftion (hould be 
over. This precaution did not reftore tranquility to the 
city ; the friends of the two competitors fupported their re- 
fpeftive interefts with the fame warmth as if he had been 
prefent ; but at length Lepidus's party prevailed, and he was 
chofen conful. However, Auguftus, to prevent fuch dif- 
turbances for the future, judged it neceffary to create a new 
magiftrate, whofe province fliould be to maintain peace and 
tranquility in the metropolis. Agrippa feemed to him the Jgrlppd 
moft proper pcrfon for fuch an important office : he there- fnadego- 
fore difpatched a meflcnger to him, ordering him to quit '^^^ v 

' Dioy lib. liv. p. 5 S3* lib. Hii. p. 504. 
; ' the 
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klie idand of LefboSi ahd repair to liim in Sicily. 6n Ua 
arrival, be commanded him to divorce MarcelUj thou^ 
UiMt&rUs daughter td OQavia, and Aiiguftu^'s niece, and to maiiy 
Juliiu his daughter Julia, the widow of Mafcdlius (T)i 
Yr. of 91. AuguftuS) having fettled the affairs of Sicily, pafled intd 
•317. Creece, where he me\^ed particular marks of favour ta the 
Ante Chr. Lacedaemonians, on whom he beftowed the ifland of Cy- 
tr c'*7»t. ^^^'*» *"^ ^^^ other cities, as a reward for the kini^neis 
' they had formerly (hewn to I*ivia, when fhc fled with her 

Augufius huiband and Ton out of Italy. He punifhed the Athenians 
faffti into for having ere£led ftatues to Brutus and Caffius, atid aftef*^ 
Cretc$ I wards affifted Antony. He deprived them of die ifland of 
iEigina, and the city of Eretfia, forbidding them for the fu- 
ture to fell the rights of their city, which blought them Taft 
fums, the Romans thjemfelves glorying in being free of 
Athens *• From Greece Auguftus failed to Samos^ and 
there wintered. 
Yr. of Fl. Early in the fpring, M. Apuleius and ?• SlHus Ncrva beii^ 
*i**' confuls, Augufius left Samos, and crofled over into Afia, fct* 
»o '* ^y^% ^^ affairs of the provinces, through which he paflibdi 
U. C. 7*8. H^ deprived the Cyzicans of their liberty, for having fcourg- 
■ ■ 11 ed, and put to death, fome Roman citizens. The fame punifli* 
and inm ment he infiided on the inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon, judg^ 
'i^^pJS*^ ing this the mofl efFed^uaLmethod of fupprefling the fa&ions 
ihi Eqp. y^hich reigned in thefe cities, and were attended with frc- 
Pkraatis quent murders. As he drew near the borders of Parthia* 
returns the Phraates king of that fountry, dreading a foreign war, not 
wUsaml ^"^y ^^"' ^^^ ^ ^^ *^^ ^^^ enfigns and captives taken by 
taptivis. ^h^ Parthians in their wars with CrafTus and Antony, but 
fubfcribed to all the conditions which Auguftus impofed, 
giving four of hi^ fon$, with their wives and children, aa 
hoAages for the perforrnance of articles ^ Augufius having 
thus recovered the Roman eagles and captives, commanded 
the fenate to fhut up the temple of }anus, which he had 
opened on his fetting out for die Eafl, and to offier faerie 
'fices to the gods, for the fuccefs which had attended him 
in this expedition. 

At the fame time Augufius fettled the affairs of Armenia* 
Artabazes, king of that country, having been taken pri* 
foner by Antony, and carried to Alexandria, Artaxias, bis 

• » Dio, p. ^15. t Dio, ibid. 

(Y) We are told, thatMajce- Agrippa fo great and powerful, 
oas promoted this m»tcb, by he ought either to cut him oA; 
fuggefiing to Augufhas, when or unalterably attach him to 
he confuhed him about it, that, his interefl-, by qiarrying him 
fince he had already made to his daughter. 

fop. 



fJbe koH^ tiilhr;^ Iff 

1^ irWi Pi() Ulls Art^ba^^f, facceedcd Vnai bur he 
makuig hiinfelf qbiioxipiis to iiis fubk£ts by a w>2l t^praor 
i^qal sind oiqpi£e;i&ve reign» thqy co^iplsiix^ of him tQ Au^ 
guftvWf d^r^ig ^o bave Tigrai^a, bi^ yx^i^ngcjr brother, wha 
wsis tbea at {lome, tp reign over tborou Ai»gu(lu$ (;omplie4 Jhigu0ui 
witb their requ^ft, and fent Tibei^iHs, the fon qi l<ivis^ appahts 
with an afwy into Armenia, to e;({^l Artaxia$, i^nd plaqe ST^ 
Tigraii69 on the fbrone. Attai^ias being killed by hi^ qw^ ^^^^ 
fuQe<a^ before the arrival o^ Tiberius, ^^nd Tigrane*aA- 
mittedy without oppofition^ tp i^^^eA l^m, the young Ro* 
man bad np opportunity oef QgnaHi^ing himself by any mi- 
litary exploits : however* he crowned the new king with «M^«r/- 
great pomp and magnificence, placing the diadem upon hi^ aivathit^ 
uibnoaly and pbliging Tigranc« to receive it of him, ad if 2^^*^* ^ 
he had bocA indebted to him for his kingdo^i " (Y), ^^*'"»fc 

Thia year Ji|lia» whp bad no chil<iren by her firft hu£- 
band Marcellus, brought Agrippa a fon, who was named 
Caius, and on whofe birth day a perpetual facrifice, with ?*'5'^** 
ether folemniiiies, was decreed *. Towards the end of the ^"^ * 
fnmmer, Auguftua left Syria ; and being attended bf Hero^, 
king of Judaea, to the fea-fide, embarked, and failed for 
Samos, where he pafled the enfuing winter. The confiilar 
year being expired, Auguftus was named conful in the af- 
iembly of the people, and C. Sentius Saturninus given him 
for his colleague. Auguftus declining that office, the facr 
lions revived, and the Campus Martius was turned into a 
iield oi battle, many pprfons being killed in the fray ; fo 
tiiast Attgttftus> to appeafe the diforders that were raifed on 
this iKcafion by the ambitious competitors, was obliged to 
aame a colleague to Sentius of bis own authority. The 
perfon he preferred was C^ Lueretius VefpJlla, who had > 
been formerly profcribed by the ihriumvirs, but at this time 
ferved under Auguftus in quality of lieutenahjt. * Thefe two 
magiftrates, together with Agrippa, maintained peace and ' 
tranquility in the city, by puniftiing, w]th the utmpft f<;- 
Verity^ thef ringleaders of the late tumult '« 

« Dio, p. 526. V Dio, ibid. x DiO| tbid. 

(T) Velleius Paterculus tells the fame of his name and &• 

us, that entering Armenia at ploits, that they fent back to 

the head of his legions^, he re- Auguftus the Roman cnQejaM 

duced the whole country, and and captives (i). Bi^tallotnef 

obliged the Armenians to re- writers afcribe the recovery of 

ceive Tigranes, whom he calls the enfigns to Auguftus, and 

Artavafdes, for their kmg* He agree, that Tiberius performed 

adds, that the Parthiaos were nothing worth mentiooing* 
^ alarmed at his approach^ snd 

(1) Veil. Patercul. lib. iL cap. 94*, 

voL-xn. u Wha« 
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' tVliUe Anguftus reGded at Samos, he received a toC6^i 
embafly from the king of India. The ambafladors deltverftd 
to him a letter in the Greek tongue, wherein the king b( 
India told him, that though he reiened over fix hundred 
kings, yet he had fo great a value for his friendfliip^ that 
be fent this embaiTy on fo long a journey on purpofe to de^ 
fire it ; that he was ready to meet him in what place he 
(hould pleafe to appoint ; and that, upon the firft notice, 
he would aflift him to the utmoft of bis power^ in what^ 
ever was right. Hiis letter he fubfcribed by the name of 
Porus, king of India (Z). Auguftus, early in the fpritig, 
left Samos, after having declated the inhabitants free, and 
letumed to Rome, where be was received with loud accla- 
mations, and all poffible marks of honour; his brindng 
back the military enfigns and prifoners taken in the Pap- 
thian wars, being what the liomans valued beyond the 
greateft vidories (A). 



(Z) The fist hundred kingi, 
whom he bpafted to reign over« 
were the rajas,/)r petty princes, 
who governed the kingdom un- 
der him, feveral of whofe dc- 
fcendants remained long after ; 
who, paying an annual tribute 
to the Great Mogul, governed 
their fubjeds with an abfolute 
authority. Of the amba(&dors 
who firft fet out from India, 
three only reached the prefence 
of Auguftus, the others dying 
by the way. Of the three fur- 
viving, one was Zarmar,^ a 
gymnofophift, who, following 
Auguftus to Athens, there burnt 
himfclf in his prefence, as Ca- 
' Ian us, another of that fe^ had 
formerly done in the prefence 
of , Alexander. Among the 
j>feirents which they brought, 
were huge vipers, ferpents ten 



cubits long, a river tortoifethrec 
cubits long, a partridge bigger 
thaq a vultur, and feveral ty- 
gers, the firft that had ever been 
feen, either by the Greeks or 
Romans (1). 

(A) In the courfe of this 
yearVirgildicd,at Brondufium. 
As he had not yet put the laft 
hand to his Motid^ he oidered, 
by his will, that performance 
to be burnt ; but Auguftus pre- 
vented this article of his will 
from being performed. Vir- 
gil's body was, according to his 
own appointment, conveyed to 
Naples, and depofited in a mo- 
nument ereded for that purpofe 
on the road from Naples to Pu- 
teoli. On the monument was 
engraved the following difticb, 
written by the poet himfclf (2) : 



Mantua me genuit; Calabri rapuere; tenet nunc 
I" Parthenope: cecini pafcua, rura, duces, 

V Now, turn'd to duft, to Naples I belong. 
Once to Calabria ; . but from Mantua fprung : 
Of fiiepherds, fields, and mighty chiefs I fung.' 

(t) Strabo, liv. xv. p. 719, 7x0. (1) Vide Tib. Donat, in viu 
Virgilii. 
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As a general depravity of manners reigned at this pe- 
riod in Rome, the fenate prevailed upon Auguftus to accept 
the office of cenfor for five years. At the fame time they A»gu0ui 
conferred on him the confular power for life ; ordaining, ^*«/or« 
that he (hould always have twelve axes and fafces carried 
before hiih, and fliould fit in a curule chair between the 
eonfuls. They likewife intreated him to make new laws, 
offering to bind themfelves by oath to the obfervance of 
them : but the emperor refufed an oath, which he judged 
ufelefs, intimating, that if his laws were good, they would 
pbfervc them without that tie ; if liot, their oath would be 
inefie£lual ^. The prefence of Agrippa being no longer 
neceffary in Rome, Auguftus difpatched him into Gaul, to ^ST'^Pt^^ 
ftop the iticUffions of the Germans, who, having paffed the '^H^gQ^^H'^ 
Rhinej committed horrible ravages in the countries fubjeft „^„,^ * ' 
to Rome. But at the approach of this renowned com- 
mander, they repafied the river, and Iheltered themfelves 
in their woods. 

Agrippa having left a fufiicicnt number of troops to 
guard the banks of the fthine, which was the boundary be- 
tween Gaul and Germany, pafTed from thence into Spain, 
where the Cantabrians, notwithftandins their former loiTes, 
had raifed new difturbances. Moft of their youth had a 
few years before been taken prifoners, and fold for ilaves 
to the neighbouring nations : but, having found means to 
br^ak their chains, they had aflafiinated their mafters, and, 
returning into their own country, fortified themfelves, and 
attacked, with inqredible fury^ the Roman garrifoqSi A- HisMpedim 
grippa marched againft them with great expedition; but tionagainfi 
he met with fo vigorous a refiftance from that brave and ^^'. ^^"'*' 
gallant people, that liis foldiers began to defpair of ever 
being able to reduce them. As the Cantabrians had waged 
war with the Romans for above two hundred years, they 
were well acquainted with their manner of fighting, not 
inferior to them in courage, and now become defperate, rffigi^ tra* 
knowing, that if they were conquered, after having fo often verj* 
attempted to recover their liberty, they muft expefl the 
moft feverc ufage^ and cruel flavery. Animated with this 
reflefUon, they fell upon the Romans with incxprefliblc 
fury, routed them in feveral rencounters, and defended 
themfelves, when attacked by the enemy, with fuch intre- 
pidity and refolution, that Agrippa afterwards owned, he ' 
had never, either by fea or land, been engaged in a more 
dangerous expedition* That brave commander was obliged 
to ufe entreaties, menaces, and to brand fome of his legion* 

y Dio, p. 547. Suet, in Oftav. 
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arics with ignominy, before he could bring tbem to tngs^ 
fo refoliHe and formidable an enemy. But having at length 
prevailed upon them to try the chance of a blCtte in the 
open field, he fo animated them by his own example, thsit^ 
after a moft obftinate dtfpute, he gained a oojnpkfe viflory ; 
which indeed eoft him dear^ but ended that deftrtiCtive Vvan 
All the Cantabrians fit to bear arms were deftroyed, tbcir 
caftled and faftneffes taken and rafed, and their women » 
children, and old men, none elfe being left alive, obliged 
to abandon the mountainous places, and fectie in the plain* 
Thus Agrippa completed the reduflion of a brave nation, 
which had kept the Roman arms employed ever finee the 
time of Scipio Africanus *. 

Agrippa, on his return to Rome, exerted himfelf woti* 
derfuUy in embellifliing the city with new edific^es, and 
fupplying it with great plenty of water ; which proved no 
left ornamental to that metropolis, than convenient and 
ufeful to the multitudes of people who flocked thither from 
all parts of the then known wqrld (A). Towards the end 
of this year Auguftus granted a triumph to Lucius Come* 
lius Balbus, for having fubdued the Garamantes, a people 
of Africa, hitherto unknown to the Romans. Balbus made 
himfelf matter of all that country, which lay between 
Africa properly fo called, that is, the ancient dominionS^ o( 
Carthage, Lower Ethiopia, and Getulia, extending, by that 
accefiion, the limits of the Roman empire as far as the ri* 
ver Niger. Such an important conqueft Auguftus judged 
worthy of a triumph, which was accordingly granted to 
Balbus. Though he was not a native of Italy, but bom ^t 
Gades in Spain, and lately admitted to the rights of a Ro» 
man citizen^ he had the glory of being the firft foreigner 
who was honoured with this mark of diftin^ion ^ Auguf* 

s Dto» p. 5sS. Suet, in O£i»vio. 



(A) The waters Virgo, Ju- 
lia, and TepuU, were by him 
conveyed, at his own ex pence, 
into the city, by aqijedu6bs of a 
moft magnificent ftrudure, aWtfj 
for the moft part, fupported by 
large and beautiful columns of 
marble. The aquedudts <rf" the 
waters Appia and Marcta were 
bv him repaired at an immenfe 
charge -, and it is certain, that 
to Agrippa chiefly was Rome 



indebted JTor that great plenty 
of vvholeforae water, which it 
enjoyed, perhaps, above all the 
the cities in the world, at 
that time. To this Auguftw 
alluded, when he pleafantly an- 
fwered the people, who com- 
plained to him of thd fcarcity 
and dearth of wine^ ^t A* 
grtppa had taken care thej 
Siouid not die of third (i). 



(i) CaiTiod.lib, viL epift, 6. Front* in Aquseduft, 
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t^ wyUjT ovsdooiLing andent t$x^asm^ io honour und f^- 

NcKC 3F«ir P« QMndtu3 Leatuikis t«d Co. Car^divs Lc«- 
tiilMy ckiwr hrolhers or rclatibiu, kivg oonfab^ A^oftus 
piolmgcd 1m8 audioritjrfQr five ]fiear4 n»ore» dbe firft tfin 
years A his fomcreigB i»o^wcr beiM near cKpined ^. His &ft Augufius 
jiiea£Biie,a&erdie proioc^aitson offais power^ wss to reform r^rwj 
die feaatoe. Many peiCons of mean birth^ and lofaAioas ^^^finatu 
charaiftersj iiarvi&g faecn admitted into ijhic bodjr, dwiog 
die ^fomSvStaia cf t»e civil imars, in order to purge the feoate 
of fo many wmrorthy members, be agreed with Agrippa^ 
whom he noofefior iusjcotieague uq the ceaforfii^., to re« 
iliioe the sittiwber of theifatfaei'sfroai athou£uid to fix hun- 
dred. To avoid die odium t£ choofing them all biivifelf, 
Jie named only thirty, leoiipowering each of tbesa jto eki9: 
five : ef tbe five eadi 4>f diem nanied^ ooe only was to be 
cholCen, and he hy kit 4 fo that thirty only wene eledbed at a 
time ; hat, as dben aa that ek£tion vas orer, five others . 
mreie named by eadi of 'the thir^^ eiefbors, and one of the 
"five ehofeH by lot, as before. Tliongh each of the thiity 
elefibom had boand himfelf hij a Halenm oadi not to eledt 
any of his own relations) or perfons uoiviorthy of that ranlc, 
jret, in fome of their tajblets, woie found the names of men 
of moft infamoas chai^crsj -while odiers of known pro- 
bity were excluded* This anjitft partiality mdnccd Au- 
gisftus and Agrippa to diaage the mediod of ele^on } and, 
finoe they 'Ooald not depend upon others, to name the reft 
themfelves, to the number of fix hundced % wherein, to do 
tbem jail»ee^ they proeeeded with the utmoft impartiality, 
^eoffing e^lv men of merit, and by that choioe reftodag 
the lenaterial order to its former fpleadoTp 

Aaguftvis proceeded to reform feveral aboles in the city. Reforms 
He decreed, that all individuals convided of having pur- /«wr«/ 
chafed the Suffrages of the people widi money, (hould be ^*^^« 
excluded fmm all public o^es for the fpace aS five years. 
That the people, who nfed to letl their votes, might not be 
itifierers by this law, he caufed large fums to be diilributed 
among them, on condition that they fhould not require any 
thing of the candidates. To check the dehaachery of the 
Roman youth, which at this time was gfeater than eVer 
had been known, he laid heavy taxes upon fueh as conti- 
nued unmarried after a certain age, and encouraged with 
great rewards the procreation of lawful children. He al- 
fcwed d:ie patricians and jdebeians to intermarry \ declar- 

A F^i Capit. Dia, ibid« FJin. lib. v. cap. y Solious, cap. 5a* 
#JDio, p*j»9* ^ 
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ing^ that though a patrician ihould many a liberta« or 

freedwomani his children ihould rank among the patri^ 

cians : he excepted the fenators, whom he would not ali 

low CO marry under their rank ; and as the Horteniian £a^ 

mily had been by the civil wars reduced almoft to b^gary, 

he prefented young HortenGus with a large fuoou which 

put him in a condition of mairying a woman of diutnQ-ion, 

The loofc behaviour of the married women was.what chiefly 

deterred the young Romatis from marriage ; but AuguftuS) 

who had himfelf debauched many, not fpariag even the 

wife of his friend Maecenas, refufed to remedy that difor- 

der; faying, that he left the care of married women tn 

their hufbands. Having reformed many abufes in the ftate^ 

he applied his thoughts to religbii, calling in ja great many 

prophetic books, which were then in vogue»jand caufing 

two thoufand volumes to' be burnt, as Spurious; refenring 

only thofe which were commonly afcribed to.fefne of the 

Sublets tki Sibyls. Thefe alfo he fubjeded to a ftrift examinationi 

SOylline and retained fuch only as were, on this trial, judged ge-( 

books to a nuine ; the reft he committed to' the flames : but thofe that 

/rf<ff w- ^ere pronounced authentic, he ordered to be copied by the 

mtrtatton. pontinces, and lodged them in two golden cabinets, which, 

^ . he placed in the temple of Apollo, built by him in his pa^ 

Yr. of Fl. lace'. This year Julia brought Agnppa a fecpnd.fon, who. 

S331* was named Lucius; and Auguftus adopted botb* bim an4 

Ante Chr. jjjg brother Caius, declaring them his fucce0c^$, in order 

U. C?7it. ^^ P*^ ^ ''•^P *^ ^^y attempts that might be made by the old 

* republicans for the recovery of their liberty ^» 

Lucius Ce-^ In the following year, C. Furnius and G. Jiilius Silanus 

far hern. ^ being confuls, the fecular games, which had not been cc« 

Icbrated for a hundred years, were exhibited by Auguftus 

.and Agrippa with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. 

Auguftus In thcfe games, bne of the players giving hiip the title of 

rejtSi the dominus^ that is^ lord otfivereigny he expreflcd great marks 

^'''^/ . of diflatisfafiion ; and nt\t morning publilbed an edid, 

9rUrd. forbidding all perfons, under f($vere penalties^ to give him 

• that title for thcfuture (B). j 

*^ Sueton.^ln Q6lav. Plo, p. 53i«7-533. dJ)io, ibid. 

(B) It was on pccafion of theatre. Great part of this year 

thefe games that Horace wrote was fpent in public games and 

• the hymn, intituled, Carmen diverfions, of vvhich Auguilus 

Seculare; which was fung at was a great admirer ; efpecially 

/ " the facriike that was oiFered to of the tournament, or warlike 

Pluto and Proferpine, before exercife, called Troy, which 

the (hews and fpedacles of the he thought ];)ecoming the cdu- 

circus, the theatre, and ainphi- cation of the young nobility* 
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In the enfuing year, Auguftoa having railed L» Datnitlos 
Aheqobarbtu^ and P. Cdrae)iq« Scipio to the confu]ate» re* 
foiycd to march with an army into Oau)^ to quell fome dif-' Am^JIms 
turbanceS) occafioned by tl^e avarice of Libinins Encelados, ,gH' taif 
iprho being appointed to gather the taxes in thofe parts, bad ^^*'* 
obliged the people to pay ^heni monthly, and, by a deiceit- 
ful account, reckoned fourteen months in the vear. Au^ 
gaftos no fopner paiTed the Alps, than the Gauls returned 
to their duty ;; but the Sicamori, Ufipetes, and Tenderi, 
people of Germany^ haviqgpafled the Rhine, defeated a 
C09£derable body of Roman borfe, and afterwards M. Lol- L^ttims Ji» 
lius, proconful of Qaul, from whom they took a ftandard. f^tdky 
t*olIius, though no great commander, found foon after an ^^^^ * 
opportunity of jretrieYing hishonoor, by fnrprifing the Ger-, 
mans, and driving them, with great loi^, beyond the Rhine; 
Xhoii^h all was now quiet in Gaul, Augni^us fpent the re- 
maining Mrt of this, and all thefollowing*year>in that pro- 
vince. During his refidei^ce there, the inhabitants flocked 
%o him from all parts of the country, with complaints againli: 
Enceladus* Thi$ man was by. birth a Gaul, ajid formerly 
a ilave of Julius Cxfar, by whom he bad been taken ia 
|he Gaulxfh wars ; but being, afterwards manumitted by 
him, and having found means to infinuate hinafelf into the 
favour of Angu^usybe had l^eqii appointedbybim receiver^ 

)Ie was likewife a great encou- boy, he ordered him to be whipt 

rager of wrcftling ; but would through the three theatres, apd 

not allow women to be prefent baniibed the dty : he likcwife 

it thofe games. He enticed to drove out of Rome, Pylades, a 

Rome, with great rewards, the famous a6for, for having be* 

beft players and ^Ban from aH haved difrefpedfiilly towards a 

parts of the WDiid, took them Roman citizen, and becaufebe 

under his protection, and would was continually quarrelling witl^ 

not allow tfaefMraetors and sediles Bathyllui, an a^ftor qo \S% far 

fo caufe them, according to an-^ mous than bimf<plf, aod greatly 

cient ^ cuftom, to be puUicly favoured by Meca^nas : but he 

whipt, when thcjr had pot per- foon recalled him to graiify the 

formed to the fatisfad^ion of the, people ; and the comedian, oA 

audience. I^otwithfbndingthe his return^ ini\eadof th^nkii^ 

encouragement he garc them, the empemr, told $im, that S 

he feverely examined their mb- was his intereft the peojfSlfe 

mis ; not atiovring the leaft li- (hould be diverted by men of 

centioufnefs in their lives, or his profeffion, leil they ihoold 

indecency in their a^Hons. Be- watch his a^oostoo narrowly, 

mg' informed that one Stepha- or feriouily reiled oo^their Qwn 

nso, a comedian, was attended by condition ( t ) • 
a woman in the difguife of a 

(1) Dio, p..53»— 53J» 
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^6fal 6f Ae tioels ptid ani&aallyby MstMfitrytate. la 

this employment he opprefled the Q^uk in a tifioft crwel 

idanner ; infomucb that Augufttis, iifliamed of fH(Vitig etfi* 

ployed a man of fe infaitious a chatiStef) ^vTaa! determhial 

to \tA\6t upon him fuch puniBimefit a^ ihould defer ^hen 

Augufius ffom the like pra£lices : btit the crafty Gaul f^vltA taeam 

refufes to tl) appeafe the emperor, by dciirering up the fuma hrc had 

ndrgfs the attiaffed by rapitie and extortbn, and affuting h%ta, that ill 

'^of'tht^^" plnndcring the Gauh, he had nothing efife in view btit to 

GauU. ctirich the public treafnry, artd render hifi ccmfttr|rrticn for 

ever unable to (hake off the ftotaan yoke. Augufttw, pleafed 

with this defence, and mote wiHii the large fums he receivtd, 

not only abfolved the- irnqnitous txtortioiifer, btJt tiptrfroTed 

di his condufk, and, deaf to the complaints 6f fte 6pprdR4 

Oauls, continued him in hi^ office % ' 

In the mean time the Rhicti (C), Ifating made ah iittrp* 
fion into Italv, committed dre*dfti! detaftatitms^ putting 
all the males they' met with t6 the fword, Without dfftitic* 
tion of rank or age j and We ate toW^ that when they hap* 
^ened to take Womcfi with diiM, ^hey conftilted thtir au» 
gats, whether the child was a JAade or female \ and if the* 
pronounced it a ftialc, the mother WJis immediately maf* 
fefcted. Againft tbefe fierte ftatrotts Atigulte fcnt Dritfua^ 
fijitagm»fi ftiB fecond Ton t>f Livia, 4k youth ttf eitfaotdhiary vateur, 
thtm and ^^ ^^^^ accomplifliments. The young Roman behaved^ 
on this occafion, with prudence fat foperior to hi^ydarsj 
for he drew the enemy to a battle, gained a complete vic- 
tory, and killed great numbers of them, with the lofe of a 
very fmall number oiF bis own foldiers. Thofe who efcajK 
ed the general jlaughteri^ beisg joined by tke Viindelicii took 
thetr route towards <?aui, in order to iiii>vade that pno^kioe^ 
Aqt Auguftos^ upon the £rft n6tiee'df their maixih, detach^ 
eri Tiberius, at the heiid of it^fetA th^yfeyi l^gfeti^, *o fcWft* 
fcfcte the flatrghtet whith hife brothfer had beguft : imd in* 
«ecd Tiberias was no left ftrccc/fsful than Drufos ; fdr hav-. 
ing tranfported his troop's over the lake Brigantfum, no# 
the lake of Conftance, ne fell uriexpcQedly upon tbe ene-r 
Iny, gave them a total overthrow, took, in that furprize 
«nd confufion, moft of their (Irong places, and obliged tli« 
whole nation to fubmit to what terms he thooght proper t» 

e Cio, p. 531—533. & Swrcc, Lud. p. 4.77. 

IfC) Aci^tfrtfiTJgtoStfa'bbana the valleys foixnti bj tholfe 

Pliny, whofe opitfiort is by all ^6antains,'th'e?r country feJich- 

modern geographers preferred ' ing no father tliin \te liilcc df 

to that of Prolemy, the Rhseti Couikncev 

inhabited only the Alps, aud - 

impoie. 
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hnpofc* Thtfs wciie tht Vindelici (D), tbc Kli«ti, and the Yr. of Fl» 
Noiiciy three of the tnoft batbarous natiotiB of Germany, by i 33^ 
the Tatetrt of l>fofi«5 and Tiberius, brought under the Ro* Ante C^» 
man yokc^ Tft)6riui8, to keep in awe the country he had '4- 
fdbdued^ planted two colonies in Vindelicia, and opened i "• ^' ^34" 
h>ad frdfn thence into Noricum and Rhsetia, One of the ^-^ vim^^ 
citrfesi which hfelbuilt for the defence of his colonies, he lici^ iUtJtti, 
ealledy by the name of his father Drtifus, Brufomagus ; the «»^ AWtfll 
other by the na>ne of Auguftus, Auguftua Vindelicomm j M^^ 
whidi cities are flow known by the Aame of Mimmlnghen 
and Attgfburgh. 

WTiile AuguftuS atid-his two fons-itiJaw were thus em* Agrtp^aU 
pl<>yed in Gaul and Germany, Agrippa was fettling, with ^J/^'j?^' '* 
eqiiai fticcefs, the affairs of the ekft^rn ptovinces- On hh '^' *^' 
firft arrival in tht ptiDvlnce of Afia, properly fo called, He- 
rod, king of Judea, haftened thither to wait upon himj 
smd having perfusrAed hrtn to make a tour into Judaea, he 
entertained hrm, a^d all his attendants, in a moft fufaiptui* 
t)C[s manner. Having ftaid fome days in that country, he 
failed back into Ionia before winter, highly pleafed with > 
the reception he had met with from the Jewifli king «. Early jjemarchify, 
in the ^ring he wafs obliged to quit Ionia, and advance to- againfttm 
wards the Cimmerian Bofporus, to quell fcfme difturbance^ Bo/pwatu, 
fljere. Atignftu3jj who was ftill in Gaul, being informed 
vrf the Ifticcefs whkh had attended Agrippa in the Clmme-'_ 
Irian Bo^orus, ordered fnpplications to oe made in the Ca- 
tiitol, and paffed ^ decree, impowering Agrippa to enter 
Rotne in triumph''. This year Lepidus, the triumvir, dy- Yr. of FU 

AivteGbi% 

Mine uic;u y cuiuo xvinxjf Aitiaiiiuus lui ku\^ s.i%i^ivj w iw XJ.CjXx 

•which he treated his Haves, throwing them often, for the ' ^' 
fm^tteft t^vit^ into hi3 fifli-ponds, to fatten bis miirenas(£.) Auguflus 

In pwtifix 

f *Oio, p. 5^6. Suet in bftav. VelK f atcrcul. lib. ii. cap. 39. Ho- "^^'^^ 
rat. nb. iv. ode 4. g )ofeph. Antiq. lib. xvi. cap. %. > Dio, 

ibid. cap. 5. ^Stt^et. hx Octav. cap. )i.l>tOip. S4^0' 

(D) The Vindelici inhabited ditien of-a Ubertinus^ or fon «f 

the country extending from the a freedman, to the rank of a 

lake of Conflance to the conflux Ronan knight, he appointed 

of the Inn and the Danitbe. him his chief heir, bequeathing 

" The aticiem Icfngdom of Nort« to him his fine country-feat, 

cum comprehended great part Called PaulSlypus, in the neigh- 

<ef Audria, the arcl%Hhopridk bourhood ^ f^«oli, and Itfi 

ofSaltzburg, and all Stiria and tioufe in town, which waB OflUB 

Carinthia. of tibeiiKxft luagnifictsnt Iniild- 

(£) As he had been raifed ixtgsinRoiae. Auguftus, hour- 

^ Auguftu5 from the meancoD- cvcTi caufed it to be pulled 

down. 
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^kt Li- In the following ycar^ Cn. Cornelius Lentulns aod M^ 

gurgi Oh Licinius Craffus being confuU, the Lieures Comati, who 
Zbcll*' inhabited the maritime Al^ were Subdued, aad their 
country was reduced tQ ;iUomvi proviocr. Augoftus, 
^having fettled the affairs of Gaul, ftoppcd ihe in^uffions of 
the Germans, and fubjefted mofi; of the nations inhabiting 
-Afj^w the Alps, left Drufus with an army upon the Rhitie, an4 
^1^* ^ returned to the capital, when Tiberius Claudius Nero^ his; 
*^ fon-in-law, and P. Quintilius Varus, were confuIs« Hav- 

ing been near three years abfent, he was received by the 
people with univerfal joy and fatisfaftion : but he co«>ld 
not be prevailed upon to accept any of the honours decreed 
. him by the fathers* He would not even allow the people 
to meet him ; but,.;iCcording to his cttftomj» ^ptered the citf 
by night. Next morning &e whole city waited upon him 
at his palace ; for his houfe was ib called, becaufe k wa$ 
Etuated on the Falatium, or Palatine hil). Auguftus re- 
ceived them with great politenefs and condefcenUon ; and 
'afterwards, attended by moft of tb^e fenatbrs and knigbtSu 
with numberlefs crouds of people, repaired to the Capitol, 
where, proftrating himfelf before Jupiter Capitolinus, hp 
took the laurel uom ^boi\t his faHqes^ ai\d laid x% a^ t^ 
feet of the (la tue 

He then aflembled the fenate ; but not being able t<^ 
fpeak, on account of a violent cold caught in his journey^ 
he gave the quseftor a paper to read, containing »n account 
.of his tranfaftions Cnce he left the capital. As he was nbr 
interrupted this year by any dlfturbances either at hoiine or 
abroad, he enaSed many excellent Uws, which w^ce long 
B/rtgrn- obferved by his fucceflbrs: among the reft, one importing^ 
ktes* $Jh tbat| for the future, tbe fervices of the veterans fliould not 
,M*«0^ be rewarded with lands, but money. The emperor'^ guards* 
known by the name of the praetorian cohorts or banda^ 
were, by this law, to ferve twelve years before they could 
'demand their difmiilionji and the reft (ixtcen ; the former 
were allowed about twelve pence of our money a day, and 
the latter fiverpence ; if they were refufcd their difmif&on, 
when the time of their fervice was expired, or chofe to 
continue in the a,rmy, they were accounted veterans, and, 
*as fuch, exempted from all drudgeries, and obliged folely 
*to fight, and that for five years only; after which term 
they were abfolutely to obtain their difchafge, together with 
]lhe rewards due to veterans. 

fdown, and a fumptuous jportico his wife's name, he called Fot^ 
JO be built in its room for the ticus Livia^z).. 
•uk of the public, which, from 

(ft) PUn. Hb.. ix.cap. 13* Dio, p. 540. 

At 
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At this period, Auguftus, }n quality of pontifez maaumos^ Hi ctrrstfg 
.correfted agrofs mifta^e in the Roman qalendan Th^ tht^aim* 
pontifices having, ever fincc the reformation of the caleor ^*''* 
dar by Julius Csefar, made every third year a leap-year, in^ 
dead of every fourth, twelve days had»been inferted inftead 
of nine ; fo that the Roman year confifted of three days too 
many. Auguftus, in order to reftifv this miftake, ordered, 
firft, that for tw^lv^ enfuing years tnere ihould be po leap-* 
year ; and, fecQpdIy, that, after th^ expiration of the fai4 
twelve years, the leap-years (hould thenceforth be made 
every fourth year ^ \ by which means^ the three fuperadded 
days bejing thrown out, and the leap-years fixed in their 
jruc terms, according to Julius Caefar^s inftitution, the 
form of this year has ever fince been regularlv obfcrved, 
find was long, under the pam^ of the old itile, in ufc 
among us (F), 

Towards the end of this year, Agrippa, having left Sentius 
Saturnim^s ^pd Titus Volumnius governors of Syria and 
FhoBnice, returned to Rome ^ith Antipater, Herod's eldeft. 
fon by Doris his firft wife, Auguftus received Agrippa 
with all the marks of fincere afie£lion, and defired him to 
enter the city in triumph ; but he declined that honour, Agrtpfm 
^ifcribing all the glory of his conquefts to the emperor, un- rtfufes m 
.der whpfe aufpices he had fought: and this was the chief ^^"^"^ 
^caufe, why the cuftom of trilimphing, in former times qf 
great advantage to the Romans, was laid afide, other gene- 
rals following the example of Agrippa, and not valuing an 
honour which he feemed to defpife '. However, Auguftus 
confirmed to him the tribunitial power for five years more, 
tlj^ former term being near expired ; and a new war break- 
ing out in Pannonia (G), fent him thither at the head of a 
. powerful f^rmy, with greater power and authority than had 
ever been granted to any commander. Agrippa left Rome 
in the beginning of the confulate of M. Valerius Meflala 
3arbatus and P. Sulpitius Quirinus, or, as others call him, 
Cirinus. The former, who was father to the famous Mef- 
falina, dying fome months after his ele£tion, was fucceeded 

^ k Suet in O^av* cap. 31. Plin. lib. xviii.cap. %$• ' ^io* P* 54->* 

(F) When Augudus made lendars that have been formed 

this leformationy a decree was from the Roman, 

pafled by the fenate and people, (G) Pannonia comprehended 

enadmg, that the month Sex- Carniola, Croatia, Windifch 

tills {hould thenceforth, from Marck, part of Auftria, part of 

the emperor's name, be call- Hungary, all Sclavonia and Bof« 

,ed Auguflus; which name is nia, and partofServia. 
ilill retained in all the ca- 
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\fj CaiTrt Valgius, a man of great tearahig*, *4ie, before 
fhc end of the year, refigned Ae fafccs to Caias CanitiHis 
Rebilus. The Pannonians were (o intimidated at the 
name of Agrippa, that, upon his appro^eh, they feat depvi* 
tics, offering to ftibmit on what terms he (bould think fi| 
to injpofc. In confcquencc of tht« fubmiffion, Agrippa, 
having obliged them to delirer tip ' thetr arms, and gi^e 
hoftages for their peaceable behatiour, returned to Ic3y ; 
but was taken with a riolent \\\vxi% as he marched through 
Campania, which in a few days deprived him of life. 

Auguftus, upon the firft news of his danger, left lie 
fports which his two gr]|nd'fons Caiws and Lucius were theti 
eidiibiting in honour of Minerva, and haftened into Cam* 
pania^ to fee^ and, if poffible, relieve, his dying friend. 
«# diath But Agrippa expired a few minutes befoi^ his arrival ; an 
^Agrifpa, events which he no fboner underftogd,. than he burfl into 
Yr. of Fl. tears, bewailmg, in the deceafed, the lofs of the jfreateft 
•337. «iieral of his age, the wifeft minifter, atnd the moft faith* 
AntcChr. ful^ conftant, and difintcrefted friend he ever had.^ He 
^ "' caufed his body to be conveyed to Rome, and took upon 
* ^^^' himfclf the office of proi^ouncing his ftmeral oration. His 
obfeqmes w^rc perioimcd with extraordinary pofmp and 
magnificence, and his remains depoiited, not in the CaiA-» 
j)U8 Martini, where the feijate had allowed him a ifionti^ 
mcnt, but in Auguftus^ own maufolemn, near Mancelltrt, 
the emperor dedaring, that he would not be feparJitcd, 
even after his death, &om two pcrftms whom he fo tenderly 
loved in his life * (H). 
Ttherius Upon the death of rtas great minifter, Auguftus chefe 
1^*^™* Tiberius in his room, us an affiftatit m the adminiftration ; 
1>ut before he invefted him with any power or authority, 
he obliged him to divorce his wife Agrippina, who had al- 
ready brought hfan a fon, and was then pregtiant j and 

»Plin. 1%. mcv. tap.a» Tibul. lih.iv. Herat. lib. ii. 0^9. 
«Dio,p. 54T. 

(H) He died in the fifty-firft cius Paulus, and Agrippina mar«« 

ycBev of his age, and left by his ried to Cxeraiaoicus, by whom 

firft wife Caecilia Attica, the (he had the emperor Claudius, 

dsiightet of the famous ^otn- and A^g;ri(p|itaa die moi^her of 

ponius Atticys, one daughter Neix); A^ip^ had no chil- 

named Agrippina, nvlrowafiinar- dven by int £scond wife |yf ar« 

ried to Tiberius; and by his eelk, wtom he divorced to 

third wife Julia t^ree ^fon«, marry Jdia:. Be tefueaithed 

namely, Caius, Lucius, and his fme gardens, and a badi 

Agrippa Pofthumus, and two whidbwas called by his name, 

daughters, Julia married to Lu- to theiloman jKoplc. 

to 



his room* 
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to mafty JttHft) whofe kwd and fcandalous behaviaur was 
well known to Tiberius, and to all the young debauchees 
of Rome, and had given great uneafinefs to Agrippa fome. 
time before his deaths However, Tiberius complied, with- 
out betraying the leaft reluaance^ through fear of difguftiog 
Augaftas, who was the only perfon in {tome unacquainted 
with his daughter's infamous conduA. 

The ttfual ceremonies were no fooner over, than Au- Ht rtimap 
gufl;a» difpatched his new fon^in-kw againft the Panno- the fan- 
nians, who, upon the news of Agrippa's death, had a^ mnioM. . 
tempted to recover their ancient liberty. Tiberius, with the 
sffiftance of their neighbours the Scordifci, who had re- 
mained faithful to the Romans, obliged them va a ihort 
time to reeum to^heir duty, and faboiit to the will of the 
eoiU}tteror. They delivered up their arms, gave hoftagesy 
«nd put the Romans in poffeffion of all tbeir towns and 
fortrefies. Tiberius fpared tbeir lives, but laid wade 
iheir fields, plundered their cities, and, having fent the 
beft part of their youth into other countries, returned to 
Rome before the end of the year,^ Q^ ^lius Tubero and 
Paulas Fabius Maxtmus being confuls. The fenate decreed 
him great honours, and, among the reft, a triumph : but 
Auguftus obliged him to reje£fc the offers of the confcript 
fathers, and content faimielf with the marks of diftin£lion 
whicli were granted for life to thofe who had triumphed ; 
namely, to have a particular place apart from Ae reft at the 
puUie fliews, and to appear with the triumphal robes# and 
a crown of laurel* 

His younger brother Drufus fignalixed himfelf no lefs 
among the Gauls and Germans. Having been left in Gacf 
by Auguftus to repel the incurfions of the Germans^ he 
had begun a fecond cenfus, taking a minute account of each 
perfon's eftate and fortune, the better to regulate the annual 
taxes and contributions. This the Gauls looked upon as a 
new attempt upon their liberties, and feemed difpofed to 
take arms, and endeavour the recovery of their ancient 
rights and privileges. But Drufus, being apprifed of their Dmfu 
defign, fummoned all the Gauliib chiefs to affift at the ^f^*^ 
folemn ceremony of confecrating a temple, which the Lug- j^ ^^^ 
dunenfes had built in honour of Julius Cx&r. When they q^Miig!^ 
were all aflembled, Drufus, by his addrefs, and infinuating 
behaviour, won their affedions to fuch a degree, that they 
not only abandoned the defign they had formed of (baking 
off the Roman yokey but agreed to eredi an altar to Au^- AMoitmr 
guftus, and to pay him, even in his life*time, divine ho- ''''^'^'* • 
nours. Sixty different nations concurred in this defign, J^^^^ 
each of them contributing its quotay and fending a ftatue ij^,, ' 

to 
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16 adohi ttie new altar, which was confecrated witti gMt 
folemnity on the firft day of Auguft. Games were infti* 
tutcd in honour of the new deity **• 

Drufus, have nothing to fear from ttie GaUlsi tumed hil 
iirms againft the Germans, who, having raifed the moft 
tiumerous and formidable army that had ever been feen iit 
thofe parts, were advancing towards the Rhine, in order tp 
invade Gaul. The young Roman not only defeated them 
as they attempted to crofs thatriver, but, purfuing the ad'^ 
vantage he had gained, entered the country of the Ufipetes 
or Ufipii, now known by the name of Relinchufen, and 
fronv thence advanced agatnft the Sicambri in the neigh* 
bourhood of the Lyppe and Iflel ; thefe he overthrew in a 
great battle, laid wafte their country, burnt mpft of their 
critics, and, following the courfe of the Rhine, approached 
the German ocean, and reduced the Frifii and the Chauci 
between the Amifius and the Albis, now the Ems and the 
Elbe. In thefe marches his troops fuffered extremely for 
want of provifions, and he was himfelf often in great dan- 
ger of being drowned, as the Romans, who attended him, 
were quite unacquainted at that time with the flux and re* 
flux df the ocean. As winter drew near» he led his troops 
into Eaft Friefland; and, leaving them under the command 
of his lieutenants, returned to Rome, where he was iiO" 
noured with the praetorfhip, Q. FabiuS) and Julius Anto« 
nius the fon of the triumvir7l>eing then confuls. Early 
in the fpring, Drufus returning to bis army quartered in 
Frifia, marched from thence into the country of the 
Tenfteri, whom he eafily fubdued. Afterwards^ paffing 
the Lupias, now the Lyppe, in Weftphalia, he brougU 
into fubjedion the Catti, and the Qierufci, extending his 
coliqucfts to the banks of the Vifurgis, now the Wefef } 
which he vitould have pafled, had he. not been obliged to 
return for want of provifions, the enemy having, laid wafie 
the neighbouring country to a great diftance. 

As he was retiring, the Germans unexpeftedly fell up- 
on him in a narrow pafs ; and, having furrounded the Ro- 
man army, a great number of them were flain. But th^ 
brave Drufus, animating his men more by his example than 
by fpeeches, after a warm confiifi:, which lafted almoft the 
.whole day, repulfed the enemy, and made fuch havock, 
that the ground was ftrewed for fome miles with dead 
bodies. Drufus found in their camp a large quantity of 
iron chains, which they had prepared for the Romans j and 
fo great was their confidence, that they had previoully 



^ Strab. lib* iv. p. i^a. Suet. Dlo, Ur. &c« 



agreed 



iig^il about thfe divifion of the booty : the Tenftcri were 
. to have the hoffe, t;he,Cbcrufci and Sicambri the baggage, . 
artd the Ufipetcs and Catti the captives. Drufus was falut- 
«d imperator by his troops on the field of battle ; where 
they erefted a trophy, as a monument of fo fignal a viftory. 
In order to fccure the countries he had conquered, he built 
two fprtS) one at the confluence of the Lupias and the 
Alife, now the Lyppe and the Alme, the other in the 
country of the Catti or Chatti on the Rhine ; and made 
that fari^ou6 canal, k>ng known by. the name of Fofla Dru- 
fiana« Drufus, on his return to Rome, was honoured with 
the triumphal ornaments^ as his brother Tiberius had been 
the preceding year ; but was not allowed by Auguftus t6 * 

triumph, or e^en to retain the title of imperator, . with 
which he had been honoured by the army, that title being 
ttow peculiar to the fovereign p. This fame year Tiberius, 
being fent againft the Pannonians, who had again rebelled, 
reduced them once more, and likewife fubdued the Dal- 
matians, who had joined them in their revolt ^. 

The joy and -and fatisf action which Auguftus received OBamm 
from thefe fucceflfes, were greatly allayed by the death of ^^* 
bis filler OdavJa, who was a perfedl pattern of all the vir- 
tues pecttltar to her fcx, and therefore greatly lamented by 
perfons of ail ranks and conditions. Auguftus caufed her 
body to be expofed, on a bed of ftate, in a temple lately 
ere«ed in honour of Julius C^far, and he himfelf pro- 
nounced her funeral oration^ but y/buld not admit of the 
many honours which were decreed her by the fenate. Her 
body was carried to the grave by her four fons«in-law, the 
hu(hands of the two Marcellas, whom (he had by her firft 
hufband Marcellus, and of the two Aptonias, her daughters 
Antony the triumvir '. 

In the following year, Nero Claudius Drufus and T. 
Quin6iiu^ Crifpinus being confuls, Auguftus determined on 
the total redu6:ion of^ Germany, left the capital, attended 
by his two fons-in-law Tiberius Claudius Nero and Nero 
Olaudius Drufus J and, paffin^ the Alps^ advanced to the 
banks of the Rhine •, whence he fent Tiberius againft the 
Daci, and Drufus to complete the conqueft of the reft of ^^^^L 
Germany. Tiberius eafily fubdued the Daci, obliged them gv^^rL*. 
to give hoftages, and tranfplanted forty thpufand of them 
into Gaul. On the other hand Drufus, palling the Rhine, ^^^f* 
and afterwards the Wefer, brought under fubjedlion all the drufus in 
nations from the Rhine to the Elbe. Having attempted in Gtrmany* 

9 Dio, p. 544, Suet, in Claud. q Dio* p. $45. Veil. Patercul. 
Hb. ii. cap. 9$^ ' Dio, p. 545, Suet, in 06la?iQ* 

vain 
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Yr. of Fl. v:un to pafs tliia mer» be ere£^ feveral tfopbies isjk AiSt 

»319- neighbourboodi and b^gan bis march back to tbe Rhine i 

Ante Chr. j^^^^ before be reached that river, be was fei^ed with a 

U c%to. violcot fever, which carried him off in a few daya* Ank* 

' gu{lu8> upon the firft notice of his illnefa> fent an expre& 

His death, to Tiberius, who thereupon baftened to fee him before 

he died, travelling two hundred miles in twentyrfour booca* 

Upon his arrival, he found him alive, but juft expiring* 

|jis fudden death occafioned a report, that Augufkus ai^ 

Tiberius bad confpired to take him off by poifon, and efie&- 

ed ^heir wicked defign by means of their emiffaries ; but all 

Hh eha» the beil hiftorians acquit him of this imput&tion '• Dni£af 

ruO^r* was a man of an unblemiibed charafier, brave, hoao«»- 

able, juft, open*bearted, and an enemy to all manoer of 

deceit and dif&mulation. He was not inferior in courage 

or condtt£l to the moil experienced commandeiis of bia time« 

He died in the thirtieth year of his age, a^d left behind 

him three children by bis wife AntQUiia Minor, the younger 

daughter of Antony and Odavia \ Drufus furnamed Ger^ 

manicus, LiviUa, and Claudius, whi^h kft- fi^ceeded Ca« 

ligula in the empire. 

Honours His foldiers, to teftify their grief for the lofs of a general 

paid him -vbom they loved, ere£ked a monument to his meoaory o« 

^Mh the banks of the Rhine ^ and, aflembli^g' yearly ^m tbe an^ 

niverfary of his death, performeed round it their miUUry^ 

evolutions in honour of the illuftrious deceased '. His body 

was conveyed to Rome» and attended tbe whole way by Tk- 

jserius, tbe chief officers and magiitrates of tbe Roman co** 

lonies and municipia, through which it paSed, meeting ofl 

the road, and following it with the utmoft pomp from on^ 

city to the other. Augu&us himfelf being now returned 

from Gaul, received it at Rome, and pronounced^ in the 

Circus Flaminius, a funeral oration in honour of the de« 

ceafed, in which be befought the gods with great eairneft- 

nefs, and many tears, " to grant lum a death as glorious as 

that of the young hero, and make ibfi srandchildreo they 

bad given him tread in his footfteps/' Tiberius made an* 

other funeral oration in the forum, where the body waa es- 

pofed, and from thence carried oifi the fboulders of tbe 

lloman knights to tbe field of Mars, where it waa burnt 

with great folemnity : bi» aihes wene depofited in thH^ mao- 

fi folenm of Auguftus. 

g^SafhnJ of The- emperor was in haftc to return to Gaul j but never^^ 
Ani^fiui. thelefs before his departure he made feveral new reguhtions. 

• Sua. in oaav. ii Claud. t Tacit* AnnaL llb^i. cap. 6. 

' Exiafcript. CitataaLipfio* 

The 
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Tte fathers, iSnding their authority of no weight, ademtlcd 
veryfeldom, and iti fmall numbers. Auguftus therefore 
iftppointed certain days in each month, on which they Ihould 
be obliged to fneet ; and at the fame time enabled, with 
the approbatfidii 6i thd fthators, that fach as abfented- 
themfelves on thdfe days, without affighing a lawful caufe, 
fliould pay a certain nftej afid that their determinations,^ 
when tney were but few, fhould not obtain the force of a 
fenatufconfultum, or decree of the fenate, but only be called 
a regulatibn of the fenate. H^ grainted the praetors the pre- 
rogative of voting in the fenate; and extended the jurifdic* 
tion of the qliaelfors, giving them the fuperintendency of all 
the maritime cities of Italy. 

The eleQion of the new confuls, C. Mafciiis Cenforinu$ 
:lnd C. Afinius Gallus, gave rife to a new regulation. They 
were both accufed of having purchafed their dignity witn 
hioney diftributed among the tribes. AUgtiilus did not 
oblige them td refign the fafces, biit ordered, that^ for the 
future, all the candidates fhould depofit a ceftain fum with 
him, which they fliould forfeit, if convidled of bribery, of 
any unlawful praftices. This law was generally approved 
of, at leaft by the patricians ; but ariother, which he pub- 
lifhed foon after. Was as much diiliked. The depoCitions oi 
iiaves had never been admitted at Ronie in the courts of ju- 
dicature : but Auguftus, for the fecurity of his own per* 
fon, though under preteilce of the public fafety, enaded, 
that, when any perfon was accufed of treafonable defigns, the 
evidence of flaVes ihould be of the fame weight as thac of 
freemen. That this law might not feem to claflx with the an- 
cient cuftoni of rejeSing the evidence of a flave againft his 
mafter, it was ordained, that the flaves of the adcufed perfon 
ihould be firft fold to the emperor, or the public. This in<» 
novation occafioned great complaints; but the emperor foon 
a|>pea{ed the minds of the people by public (hews and fports ; 
by a pretended clemency and condefcenfion 5 by afFe£iing 
popularity, and carefully avoiding all needlefs ceremonies, 
and marks of grandeur (I)^ rpt^ 

(I) The imCietita telate many that he would fend him ail ora« 

infiances of his extraordinary torbetter qualified for that pur- 

condefcenfion : they tell us^ that pofe than himfelf. This oblig« 

a common legionary having de- ing anfwer did not fatisfy the 

fired him to pleaid his caufe in foldier, who anfwered bluntly, 

one of the courts of judicature, ^* EEave I thus fought for you 

the emperor told him, that he by proxy V* The emperor, 

war^ overwhelmed with buli- highly pleafed with this unex* 

AfHl that he could not con- pedled anfwer, ** Neither will 

«ib»iently do it pcrfonally ; but i (faid he) plead for you by 

. y*-oi,XII. . N proxy.- 
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Hi higtms The decennial term of his fovereign power^ nov^ drawu(| 

the third near a clofe, he feemcd willing to refign it, declaring he' 

urm §f his ^33 jjq longer able to bear fo heavy a burden y but he wa;j 

^^^ cafily perfuaded to fuftaiii it ten years longer. This lioiita- 

^^ ' tion contributed, more than any thing clfe, to his fafetyi 

fince, by receiving his power from the fenate and people, he 

acknowleged the fovereignty to be lodged in them ; fo that 

they were not without hopes of recovering it. The terra o£' 

his power being prolonged, he refolyed to quit the capital, 

determined on the entire redu&ioh of the many nations that 

inhabited Germany. He was not inclined to wage war with 

thofe barbarous nations in perfon» bi^t chofc to pe near the 

generals whom he employed. The perfon he thought the 

moil proper for i>urfuing and completing the conquers hap 

. f ily begun by Drufus, was his orother Tiberius \ whom. 

therefore he fent into Gaul, after having honoured him with 

an ovation on account of the advantages he had gained in 

Germany in the courfe of the foregoing year, ^nguftus^ 

foon after the departure of Tiberius, left Rome ; but, in- 

ftead of paiCng the Alps, he took his route towards Aqui- 

leia, and fpent the whole fummer iiT the neighbourhood of 

that city, having with him his grandfon Caius Casfar, then 

Ttberius*! twelve years old. In the mean time Tiberiuaj Having paffcd 

ixjiioifs tn ^^ Rhine at the head of a powerful army, over-r^n all the 

ermaujf. ^>ountf ies between that river and the JElbe, and (truck fuch 

terror into the inhabitants of thofe northern provincesji th^t 

feyeral of them fent deputies to Augufius at Aqulleia^ to fue 

for peace, which they could not obtain upon any term^ the 

emperor declaring, that he would not grant a peace to any 

particular nation, till they had all agreed to fubnut. But 

the Catti, or, as fome authors write^ the Sicambn^, could 

not by any means be prevailed upon to lay down tbetic 7^a)L%\ 

proxy.** He fulfilled his pro- mekit. Though he y^as very 

mife ; for, od the day appoint- kind and generous to his friends^ 

ed, he appeared at the bar, and yet he never allowed them 

pleaded his caufe in perfon. In greater privileges than others, 

like manner he undertook the nor would he by, any means ex- 

caiife of another citizen, and empt them &om the judiciary 

gtiined it ; which fo provoked laws. Of allr the criminals he 

the accuier, that he behaved refcued but one, during the 

» very difrefpedtfuHy towards the whole time of his long tvign^ 

emperor, who was fo far from who had been very ierviceable 

refentingit^that he pardoned the to him, and that by pi«vatUng 

offender » when he was accufed with entreaties on the accuier t» 

before him, as cenfor, of feme dmpthe profecution (2)« 
fauks, which deferved puniih- 

{%) Suet, in Odav« U Claud. 



to ttiat fte prbjcft of peace did not take place iliiS Jreah 
Us winter approached, Au^uftus returnfe,d to Rottic 'sufim hilB 
grandfon Oaiui; bu^ Tiberius remained 's^rith hU troops in 
Germany, in order to riencw the war when the feafon ^oUl& 
allow him to like the field ^ Au^uftud^ upoh his return^ 
ttiade a fecbnd ccnfiis, in which Wef6 iiurfibei-^d, accordinjj 
Id the Ancytan marbles, four riiilUblis tiSl^o hundred thirty- 
three thouiinti iElomah citizens ^. 

While be was thus femployedj his grfeit itMtA MieccnaS. Yr. of *!• 
aicd ; dli incident which Was a fenCble iilBi£tioil tt> him^ *34o- 




thought he did ndt dcfefve that treatment frbm oht whom D^aihtf 
lie had TeNed ifirith the utmoft fidfeliry. Oh the other hand, ^««»fl/. 
Augufta^ Would not bear any eoiitrotil ih his amours y and 
hence that coldnefs and indifFerfcticfe \^hich appeared be* 
twedti thefe v^ great friends M fome years *. -Maecenas itis ci^m * ^ 
1*ras a pcrftjn of great penetratibn, and utiderftpod the art raffif^i 
cfgoternifl^ better thah any man of his age. Though pof- 
fe^d of talents equal to the higheft employments^ of the 
ftatc, he Wi^ fiich an enemy to all trdublfe, fo fond of hid 
feafe, fo addicted to his pleafures, that he abhorred all Jbufi* 
hefs, atld ftfemed in a manner to have attained tb that en-? 
jo]^mcirf 6f indolence, in which the Epicureans placed hap- 
plnefe; Bein^ temarkably good-natured, and flighting pre- 
ferments, as capable. of diftiirhing his quiet, andinterrupt-^ 
Ing his pleafures, he employed all his credit and intereft 
Wth thfe emperor in behalf of bthers, and for the moft part 
"trith fnccefs (K). Horace, thfe prince of the Latin lytic 

« Ve!). Pat. lib. ii. bio, pv isU iil^* Suetoh. in dasiY. p. 17SA 
«r Vid. Grut. p. sjo* x Die, lib. Itr. p. 53J. 

{K) df the afcendaht, which it ititd His lap; Augdftat nd 

ike had gained over Ausuftus, fooner read it, than he rofe, 

and the liberty he took m cor- a^d quitted the tribunali with- 

i'e^ing his faults, and curbing out lentencing any of the crii 

ttiB croel tetnper, Dio Caiiius minalstb death. The generocfi 

fpyre$ us t%t following remark- protedfieti wliieh he affordetl 

able inftance; AsAugufluswas to men df learning, efpeciailjr 

judging fome criminals, Mib- to Vii^i and Horace^ wiliren- 

cenas, perceiving him to be in der his name immortal. H^ 

a bad humour, attempted to was not dnlf th ,encounig6f of 

approach his tribunal ; out nc^ learning, bUt publifhitid fereml' 

being able to break through tht works, which intitled him tqi 

erowd, he Wrote the following l^lacc amon^ drf bro Wtifcft df 

note, " Come down from the thatagfi * 

tribunal) butcher ;" and threw 

^ N a poctli^. 
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poets, did not long furvive his great patron and bene£adof} 
for Maecenas died about the beginfting of September, and 
Horace on the twenty-feventh of the following Novem'< 
ber(L). 

On the calends of January of the enfuing year, Tiberius, 
who had resumed to Rome, entered upon his fecond con- 
fulfliip with Cn. CalpumiusTifo, who was the fame day 
honoured witli a triumph, which was a new fight to the 
Roman people. In. the beginning of the fpring he left the 
capital) and returned to Germany ; but performed nothing 
which hiftorians have thought worth tranfmitting to pofte- 
rity. This year a fire happened in Rome,* which reduced 
|o afhes many buildings, and was thought to have been oc- 
cafioned by the debtors, with a defign to make their efcape, 
in that confufion, oiit of the houfes of their creditors. To 
prevent the like misfortunes and diforders for the future, 
Auguflus createi new officers, called curatoresr viconun, 
who were permitted, on certain days, to wear, within the 
verge of their jurifdi£lion, the robe peculiar to magiflxates, 
and to have two lidlors to attend them. To them were now 
afligned the fix hundred flaves, who had been formerly ap- 
pointed to attend the aediles for ^xtinguiihing fires. At the 
fame time, by Auguftus's order, the city was divided into 
fourteen regions or wards, and thefe into inferior precinds, 
the government of which wards or precinds was committed 
to the curatores vicorum, and alfo to the tribunes of the 
people and the prsetors^^. 

In the followmg year, Caius Antiftius Vetusand D.LaB* 
lius Balbus being raifed to the confulate, Lucius Caefar 
boldly demanded of Auguftus in the public theatre, that his 
elder brother, Caius Caefar, might be named cohful for the 
pnfuing yew. The emperor, no lefs furprifedthanofi^nded 
at this unfeafonable demand, tiotwithftanding his aiTedioil 
for the brothers replied, that he hoped he would never lie un- 
der the neceffity of raifing any to the confulate under twenty 
years of age. The bold youth, not being fatisfied with thi« 
anfwer, but continuing to folicit him with great earneftnefs 
in behalf !of his brother, the emperor, raifing his voice, told 
\ilm with a grave air, ^^ That an office of fuch ioiportance 

rDio, lib. lv» p. 556, 557, 



(L) This Ciine year died 
Caius Cxcilms Ifidorus,. famous 
for the immenfe wealth of which 
•he was poflcffed j for he left to 
his heirs tour thoiifand one hun- 
dred and fixteen Haves, three 



thoufand fix hundred yoke of 
oxen^ two hundred thoufand 
and fifty-fevcn head of other 
cattle, and above three millions 
of our money in Q>ecie« 

ouj^t 
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ofiglit to be 4ifcharged only by a man who could bridle hi9 
ownpaffions, andrefift the defires of the giddy and bead- 
ftrong multitude^'* However, his tendernefs for the two 
brothers, whom he had adopted into the Julian family, 
and tbre name of the Csefars, in fome degree got the4)ctter 
ofhisreafon; for he granted to Caius the priefthood, a 
place in the fenate, and the privilege of fitting among ^hc 
fenators at all public fliews and fpojrts ; but at the fam^ 
time, tacurb their ambitious temper, he conferred on Ti- 
berius the tribunitial power for five years ; an honour which 
was far from being agreeable to the two^ young Caefars. 

Tiberius had fcarce received this new addition of power, Ttberms 
when, to the great furprize of Auguftus, and the whole demands 
people, he defired leaVe to quit the city, and retire to ^ayf^9 
Rhodes (M). Whatever his motive was, noiwithftanding '''"''' i 

the 



(M) Various reafons are al- 
leged by the ancients for this 
fudden refolution : Tiberius 
pretended a deiire of improving 
liimfclf ;in the ftudy of philofo- 
phy and eloquence, there being 
then at Rhodes famous profei- 
ibrs of both theie fciences ; but 
Suetonius is of opinion, that the 
infamy of his wife Julia, which 
was now the talk of the whole 
city, and reflected great difgrace 
on his perfon and fa'mily, 
prompted him to retire, that he' 
might not be an eye witnefs of 
her fcandalous debaucheries ( i ). 
Velleius Paterculus, a great 
flatterer of Tiberius, tells us, 
that he withdrew out of refpe6^ 
to the two young Csefars, that 
lie might not iland in their way 
to the highefl preferments (2), 
following the example of Agrip- 
pa, who had retired to Mity- 
lene, when Marcellus firll en- 
tered upoA public ofiices. Dio 
thinks he was piqued at the fa- 
vour which Augtlftws (hewed to 
bis grandfons, efpecialiy at his 

(1) Suer. in Tiber, cap. lo, 
£3) Die, in Excerpt, p. 662. 
JavtDial. Satir.iv. ver. i^. 



declaring them prince « of the 
Roman youths ; which entirely 
defeated his ambitious projedts, 
and left him no hopes of ever 
enjoying the fovereign power, 
the fole objed of all his wiihes 
(3). As to the title, princes 
of the Roman youth, the lirft 
Roman emperors gave it to 
their children, or to thofe whom 
they had appointed their heirs 
and fucceiTors in the empire. 
The youth, who was honoured 
with this title, had all the chiU 
dren of the Roman noblemen 
under his command, and ap*- 
peared at their head, when they, 
performed their military exer- 
cifes in the field of Mars, or ex^ 
hibited the tournament callcdT 
Troy, In the times of the re- 
public the children of the moft 
diftiAguifhed families were call- 
ed principes juventutis, and 
principes equitum (4), becaufe 
they were reckoned e({uites, or 
knights, till they attained the 
•age, which the laws required in 
the candidates for oihces^. Thp 

(«) VcH. Patcrcul. lib. ii. cap. 99. 
(4.) Vide Liv. lib. xlii. cap. 61. & 
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Yr. of Ff. tbe remonftranccs and tears of his mother livA^ he ni|\ 

»34*- very preffing with Auguftus for his permiffion to retire i 
Ante Chr. ^hich the emperor not qnly rcfufed,.^but toot^ great paiu^i 
V- cf 74». ^^ concert with Liviai tp divert him from fuch a^ unfcafaa- 
_ ' ' able refolution. He even compk^ioed to the feqate of hi^ 
ivhich Au' beihg abandoned by one, from whofe al^ilities. he had pro* 
guflus re- mifcd himfel^ great relief in the governmem of the cepiib- 
Jujtshim I lie. Tiberius, deaf to all intreatics and remonftrantes^ con- 
tinued importuning Aujguftus for hi$ permiflion^ whid^ 
he conftanily refufcd, bci;3g i^nwilling, to lofe the ojpjy per- 
fon in whom, after the de^th of Asrippa, and Mai;cenaSi,ha 
repofed any confidence, his grandchildren not being jeli of 
an age fit to be trufted. At length Xiberiu^ Goaing ali 
other means inefTe^^ual, retired into his own ap^tooeotf. 
^nd there, (hutting himfelf up> abftained fipur whQle day^ 
huHail^ from all kiod of nourifliment. The emperor, feeing no 
jieUstt Ms ^Q^ii not g^ the better of his inflexible temper^, complied 
2JJf *' at length with his requcft, and granted him the fo muclv 
wilhed-ior pcrmiffion to retire ; whicb.be no fooner obtain- 
ed, than he fet out for Oftia, without fpeaking; a word on. 
the way to thofc who attended hiai. to tha place where hfi 
embarked *• From Oilia, he fafled alpog the co<A of CanH 
gania^ and ftaid. fome.timc ip tbajt province^ being in^Drm- 
t^ that Aueuftua.wasjiodifoofed: but it being reported tbati 
l^e waited foe tbe^ n^w^ q£ Auguftus'& dfiafch)» he wei^d; 
;iyichor> though thefearan mery highi» and failed fbr Rhodes, 
Jfu mMit' vhere be led at firft a very private and- retired Kfe, frc- 
MiT p/ih^ quonting the fchools and*academies without any attendants> 
^J^ oonvcffing familiarly with the Greeks, and avoiding all' ap- 
pearance of grandeur both in his houfe and equipage. 
■' Growing weary of his retirement, he publicly declared,, 
that he |)aa left Romt to avoid giving umbrage to Gaiuaf 
ai)d Lttpius^afnd wrote to the emperor, aftex:.they) had at* 
' tajncd to manfs eftate, sMid w^jc promote^ tp the. higbeftt 

Unities* b^ging le^yQta returi^ bofnet andvifithi&fini^ds* 
$IH:e his prefen^if^ opuld. no longer be difagreeabie to bis 

»*Sii«liia Tiber. 

j^^inceps juveptuti8.wa^.diftinr youths ou horfebj^l^ atvd ob« 

l^jiliea fro.m the re.(l by a tri- of them, in tbeajtiituckof coo« 

^inaphal robe, ai. Tacitus^ iu? manding, wifh this leg^ndt. 

fprms us (5). On the rcvcrfe Priip^c. juvent* which 4hefi^ thtf^ 

of a medal of the enmeror Sc^ thft princep^, or priocipf^ j^r 

verus, whicl) has reached pur ventutis, had feme command 

_ tinges, are reprefented . three over the young ii9hilitf^ 

(5) Tacit. Annal. lib. xii. c^^ 5* 

grand- 
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grandchMdren. This favour was denied, and he was deHred Auptfim 
to lay afide all care and thoughts of his friends, (race he ^W" ^'* 
had been fo impatient t<^ abandon them. Thus he was ^^'^f^ 
{bhHg^d tb (iofitinue at Rhodes, and it was not till after fe- ^^^ 
WA ^tkxt that Auguftus;was prevailed upon to confeht to 
his )^6'tam % Auguftus himfelf was now conful, ^nd had 
jFbr hid Colleague Cornelius Sylla. He had refumed the . 
fafceiS, after having declined tt^^ confular dignity for feven- 
te^n years, with ho other yiew^ as it is fuppofed, but to 
render the ceremony of giving the tc^ virilis to his grand- 
fon Caius, more folemn. He preiented him in perfon to 
the fenate, gave him the toga virilis himfelf, with the ufual 
pererhonies, and named him conful ; which dignity, as he 
iras tS^n but fifteen, he was to hold, after five years to be 
reckotied from the day he was preiented to the fenate. In 
the courfe of this year Auguftus reduced the number of 
thofe who w6re fupplied with corn at the public cxpence to 
two hundred thoufand, corn having for fome years been 
given incGf^rcntly to all who defired it. Two years hav- Aufufius^s 
mg 6lapfcd, Auguftus again referved the confular dignity '^'"/fl??* 
for hiiftfelf, and took for his colleague M. Plautius Sylva- '^/"W- 
has, or Silanus*. As Lucius, the younger of his grandibns, 
#al5 how of an age to receive the toga virilis, Auguftus dif- 
tTnguithed him with the fame honours he had conferred 
three year$ bcfori oh his brother Caius (N). Thus were 
the two fons highly favoured and honoured by Auguftus ; ^ 
but their mother Julia met with a very diflFerent treatment. 

Her lewdnefs, infamy, and fcandalous debaucheries, had ^*^j\ 
fox* fome years been the talk of the whole city. Auguftus ^l^^* 
had |l^e misfortune qf moft princes, who are, generally 
ipealcing, ^he leaft acquainted wi^h their neareft concerns : 
he belicvedi indeed, that flie did not lead a very ftrift life ^ 
but liever imaginedf her capable of committing thofe mon* 
ftrous and almo(( incredible esfcefles, erf which he now found 
her guilty. Upw a full difcovery of her rfdions and con- 
du^, he was fp fenfibly afFe£ted with grief and confufion, 
that he (hut himfelf up in his palace, and continued feve/al 
days bewailing his misfortune, without feeing any even of 
%i8 moft intimate friends. Unable to conceal the tranfports 
of hi9 grief and aii|;er from the public, he communicated to 

V • Bio, Stfct. in Tiber, 

(N) Several medals, coined gend on the reverfe ; ** Caiifs 
on this occafion, have reached and Lucius Caefars, the fons 
our times, on which are th^ of Auguftus, defigned confuls, 
heads of the two brothers with princes of the youth.'* 
bucklers and fpears, and this le- ^ 

tl 4 the 
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the fcnatc the excefles of the infamous proftitute, aad thp < 
difgracc of his family} an indifcretion which he afterward^ 
faid he woiild never have been guilty of, had Agrippa of 
Maecenas been living. Overcome with (hame and rage, he 
firft refolved to put his daughter to death j but afterwardf 
altered his refo^ution, and contented himfelf with banlfliing 
her to Pandataria, a defert ifland on the coaft of Campania| 
now known by the name of Santa Maria. Her mother 
Scriboniai whom Auguftus had divorced the fame day fhe 
was boniy attended her to the place of her banifiiment, and 
never abandoned her in the fequel. The emperor not only 
punifhed the infamous Julia with baniflmient, but at the 
fame time forbad her the ufe of wine^ and all delicacies 
whatever, either in diet or cloaths. By an ^xpref^ order 
from the emperor, no perfon, of wi^at condition foever, 
was to vifit her without his leave. Not long after, her eldefl: 
daughter by Agrippa, named alfo Julia, and married to L. 
Paulus, bemg convi^ed of the fame crimes, was confined 
to the ifland of Tremera, now Trcmiti, in the Adriatic 
Sea **. The puniftment of Julia was followed by that of all 
thofe who were acceffary to her debaucheries. Semproniu$ 
Gracchus, T. Quinfkius Crifpinus, Cl Claudius, and L. 
£cipio, all pcrfons of great diftin£tion, were condemned tQ 
perpetual baniihment. But Julius Antonius, the fon of 
the triumvir, and many others^ were, by the emperoi*s or? 
ders^ put to death (O). 

Auguftus, to divert his mind from his domeftic misfor-* 
tunes, exhibited the moll magnificent and expenfive (hews 
^hat had ever been feen in nome. Chariot-races in the 
circus, reprefentations on the ftjige, and combats of gla- 
diators, were no^y become common. Auguftus, on this 
occafion, revived thofe fports, which had been for a con- 
fidcrable time laid afidc, on account of the extraordinary 

b Vel. Patercul. cap. ipo. Dio, ibid. p. 555. 



(O) Her chief confident, 
Fhccbe, laid violent handt oti 
bcrfelf before fenience was pro* 
nounced dgainft her. Auguitus, 
when news were brought him 
of her death, could notlielp ad- 
miring her courage, and wifliing 
that Phoebe, and not Julia,- had 
been his daughter, intimating, 
that he Ihould have been well 
plea fed, if Julia had ended her 
<)ays ii) the fame manner. Ti- 
berius hckxd the news of the difr 



grace and baniftiment of Julia 
witrh great joy ; but, as no man 
knew better the art of diflem- 
bling, he became her advocate ; 
and, pretending jgi^t tenderi 
nefs and comp^on for her, be 
wrote frequent letters to Au* 
guft^s, entreating him to for-- 
give her, and reinftate her in 
bis favour: But the emperor 
continued inflexible to the hour 
of his death; and even obliged 
Tiberius to divorce her. 

charges 
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A^^rgts that attended tbem. He caufed a canal to be dug 

Eighteen hiindred paces in length, and two hundred ia 
readjtbj conveying into 1% the Flaminian water, and build-r 
\a% fcaffbld3 quite round it, capable of holding multitudes 
of fpe£lators. And indeed the concoyrfip of people was fo < 

great, that the emperor, was obliged to place guards in all 
the quarters of the city, left thieves fliould feize that oppor-> 
tunity to plunder the empty and abandoned houfe^. He 
had frequently entertained the people with fights of liohsy 
tyger^, elephants, and rhinocerofes ; but, now the new canal 
fippeared all on a fudden filled with live crocodiles, of 
which thirty-fix were killed by Egyptians brought from thfl 

, banks of the Nile for that purpofe. The multitude were 
highly delighted with this fight, which was quite new: but 
the fea-fight, which enfu£fi> a^orded them ftill greater di- 
yerfion ; for, at the oppofite ends of the lake or canal, two 
ileets appeared, the gallies of one being built after the 
Greek, and thofe of the other after the Perfiah manner. 

' Both fleets engaged ; and, as it was not a mock fight, molt 
of the combatants being perfons fentenced to death, the 
battle proved very bloody % 

In the midft of thefe public fports and diverfions, ne\^s Diflurh^ 
were brought to Auguftus, that the Armenians, entering ancfs in, 
into an alliance with the Parthians, had expelled Artabazes, ^^^'^ 
whom he had appointed king.of that country, and raifed 
T'igranes to the throne. The emperor, dreading the con- 
fequences of an alliance between thofe two powers, was at 
a lofs what meafures he (hould take to put a itop to the. 
war, which threatened the eaftern provinces. He could 
hot manage it in perfon, being now advanced in years ; Ti- 
berius bad retired to Rhodes, and the emperor determined 
not to recall or employ him : oh the other hand, he was 
afraid to truft any with the commaiid of the army, except 
thofe of his own family. In thi§ perplerity, he at length Yr. of FL 
refolve4 to fend into the Eaft his grandfon Caius, who had - *^^L 
then entered into the nineteenth year of his age ; but, be- ^ \ ^* 

■ fore his departure, to procure him the greater efteem, he U. C, 747, 
honoured him with the title of proconful, and married him ■ 
to LoUia Paulina, either the daughter or niece of M. Lol- Caius C^- 
lius, an officer of great experience, who was his governor, ^Y^'^a"^ 
and whom he now appointed his fecond in command ^ (P). ^* 

In 

c Suet. ibid. Ovid, de Arte, lib. i. Monument. Ancyxan. apud 
fjrut. ibid. ^ Zonar. ex Dion. Suet, in Claud, cap. i6. Plin* 

lib. ix. cap. 35. Solin.cnp. 53. 

(P) Before the young general nothing that might contribute 
^touf, A ugufliis, who omitted to the fuccefe of this expedi- 
tion. 



in di/graci, 
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In the mean time Phraatcs, king of rartlii^, being m? 
formed of the warRke preparations that 'tirere carrryrag oil 
in difitrent parts of the empire, dnd iiot doul>t}hg that 
fbey were defigned agakift hiih) wrote a fubmiffive letter tq 
Augaftus; but a^s hS deferred, under various prcteftce^i 
ivkbdrawing hb troops frofti Armenia, which Auguftus re-: 
quifed him to do without delay, Cams, taking leave of Au-' 
goftus, fet out from Rp^ie, and baftened into Armenia S 
In his paAage lie touehed at Chios '9 or, tt Suetonius fays, 
Tthtrttu ^ SamoB s. Tiberius no fooner heard of hj?. arriva]j» 
nuaits upon thaa he weAt to ^it upoi^ him^ b^h^^iiVg on that occafioi^ 
kirn. in a ttrj fubni)^^ manner^ and fliewing the utmoft re- 

fjfcSt not only t^ the yourtg j^rince, but to ail thofe of hi^ 
in^Adariee. Caitfi feeeived him ti^ith great coldnefe, his 
governor, M. LqIIius, who hated Tiberius, having nlled 
die mtttd of hfsyupil with prejudifes againft him. Th6 
(ribun^flii^ of T^riuS being atmoft expired, his- mother 
Lvtitt j^vaited upon Auguftus to declare him his lieatew 
nam vA thofe partaf ; but ap|)rehendirtg his life v^ in danger, 
he rel^i^d into the middle of rfic iffand, where he lived 
privately, in order to avoid the compliments of the Romai^ 
officers j who paffed that M?ay in theif voya^ to the Ea'flf ^. 

From^ Samos^ Cailis Aaftcrtcit rrti^ Syria, ^herc alt the 
RoM^an fore^ in thie Eaff, and thofe of the attics of Rome, 

c Dlo, Leg^t; %^ in Bjtctrpt. ab \k^Vfy * < Xipfa. k Z6n%r. tii 
Dion. s Suetb in Tiln cap. nu ' 

tit)n, fent Dionyfius, a geogra- the ancients : Tacitus writes, 

pher of great fame, into the that he had Armenia for hit 

Eaft before him, with orders to province {3) ; Velleius P^ipr- 

take an 'eya«i fuiTcy of the cuius, that he was fent into Sy- 

country which was likely to be ria (4) ; Suetonius, that be wa^ 

the feat of wat (i). Whether appointed "governor of th^ Eafl; 



Ais was the famous: Dionyfius, (5) ;' Oronus, that he was lent 
Whofe Periegefis in Greek verfe bjr Auguftus' tb fettfe the pro- 
has reached us^ or another Dio*. vmces of Egypt and Syria (6) ; 
nyfiusv tke fon of Diogenes, _and Plii^ quotes abbot writtja 
who publiihed the dimenfions bykingjuba^in whicfameiffioo 
of the eslrth, as we read in Mar« is made of CaiusV evpeditioii 
clanus Heracleota ( 2)., we know into Arabia (7) ; but adds^ that 
not. This commii^on of Caius the young prince had only fome 
Csefar is varioufly mentioned by thoughts of invading Arabia (8). 

(1) PlJn; lib* V?. cat).«7. (») Mirc^an, Hefadeota, PeripK 

lib* i. (3) Tacit? Anna!, lib; ii. cap. 48. (4) Vel. PatcrcuU 

lib. ii. cap. 101. (5) Suet, in Tiber, cap, iv. (6)'0ror. lib. »»• 
cap. 3. {7)..Flin. Ub. vi. cap. 17, in fin« (%) Ideni ibidi. cap. sS« 

• - . were 



lircfe s^iTembl^^t s^nd ready for fervice ( Q^). He Ithcrefore 
put himfelf at ^le h^al of the aioiy^ and began bis marcb 
{owards the fromie'r^ of Parthia* Upon bis approack 
PhcaateS) diftroftine bid <pva (ubje£ls» vfrho bojpe him; an iv- Phr^tts 
fcconcikable hatred, fent d«pvlf?es to treat of peace. The If^^^ ^«- 
young general rieiceJved fhc anqiba3Pador$ with great polite- f/-^^^ 
fiefsn s^d it was agreed,, tbat Caius and Phraates flwvld 
)iave an ipte^fview in an iflanci forxn^^ l)j tiie Euphra^^a* 
^hitb€;r they both-renai^ed on. the day ap{>(iM;K(ed,. each ^ 
them attended with tne like number of guardS| while tbe^ 
(wQ armies, drawn up p battalia,, lloed the. opj^die banks - : 
pf the river. In the conference Caius only infifte^ upon 
the Farthian's renouqcing all psetenfions tQ Armenia, a 
fponditijpn to which, he readily (^nCented j fo that a treaty 4 peau 
Vas foon conclttdedv and wanquility reftored„ wb€» kat foncludeJ^^ 
expelled, to the £'afl:epn provincest Matters being thii« 
lettled, tbe two chiefs entertained each otber^ Velleiua " 
Paterculus,, who wa^ preient at thefc banquets, as a miiitarjf 
tribune iaCaiua's army *> tells vs, that the Parthian, king 
acqMainted Caius^ in a private conference, that he was be* 
irayed by; his. governor,. M. Loilius, who had taken large 
bribes: of bim„ andhad acquired immenfe fums by levying, 
'V^rithout hia knowleg^ l^eavy contributions on all the pro- 
iinccaof the Eaft. The fame writer adds,, that the king 
informed him of thc^ treacherous defigns^ and counfels of Af. Loll'mi 
^oUius; at which, the young prince being alarmed, for* accufedof 
bid him his prefence. lloUius, thus'difgraced, died a few trifi4:htrj» 
daySu after -y but whether of a natural or violent death, our 
^iuthor does not take upon him to determine, Pliny and 
Soiinua fay, that he put an end to his life with poifon ;, 
but none of the ancients impute his diE;afh to Caius, though 
^e deferyed to be punifhed with- the utmoft feverity, if tha 
C:harge,t brought agaihft him by the Parthian king, was true. 
Upon bi& death Eublius Quirinius was. either appointed by^ 
Auguilus^/or choieii, by the. young prince himfelf, for hi& 
governor. He wa& a good commander, and had. been re* 
warded* by^ Auguftus for his eminent fervaces, iirfl) with the 
cdnfulikip,. and afterwards with a triumph, or rather an 
oviation, fop driving' the Homonades, a people of Cilicia,, 
out of' their ftrong^holds ^. He proved a friend to Tiberius, 
and reconciled Caius to him, as we (hall fee hereafter. 

i Vci. Pat. lib. ii. cap. loi^ ^ Tacw Annaili lib. iii, cap. 4.^. 

{ Q;^) Suetonius tells us, that therein was approved of, and 
lie. pafl*edi through J iidaea, but much commended, by Auguf- 
fonrned to worSiip at' Jeruft- tu« (i). 
lem ; and^adds that his<:oBdu^ 

(1) S«^et. in 06lav. cap- 93. 
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The treaty of peace between the Romans and Partbfanl 
was fcarce concluded, when Artabazes, whom Auguftus 
had placed on the throne of Armenia, died ; and then Ti* 
granesy who had been fupported by tlie Parthians, fent 
rich prefent^ to Auguftus, accompanied with a fubmiffive 
letter ; wherein, without ftyline himfclf ting, he begged 
the kingdom. The emperor, gwd to terminate the difturb* 
ances of the Eaft, Accepted his prefents, and ordered him 
to attend Caiu^ in Syria j where he received at his hands the 
crown of Armenia. 

The tenf^le of Janus bemg fliut (R), and all the province* 
of the Roman empire enjoying profound tranquility, our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift was torn in the city of Bethlehem ; 
for the following year Caflius Cornelius Lentulus, and 
L. Calpumius Pito were raifed to the confulate ; and they 
wel-e fucceeded in that dignity by Caius Caefar, though then 
a|)fent in Syria, and L. JEmilius Paulus. During their ad- 
miniftration nothing remarkable happened in Italy, nor in 
the countries fabje<^ to, or depending upon Rome, except 
the death of Herod, and the divifion of his kingdom made by 
Auguftus, who gave one-half of it to Archelans, and divided 
the other between hiM wo brothers, Antipas s^nd Philip. 

It was in the conne of the next year, when P. Alfenus 
Varus, and P. Vinucius were confuls, that Tiberius at length 
obtained leave to return to Rome ; Caius, to whom Au* 
guftus had referred the matter, confenting to it at the earneft 
iiitreatiejs of his new governor Quirinius ; but upon con- 
dition that he fliould bear no office in the common* 



(R) Fromtbetiitie of Romu- 
lus to the reign of Auguftus, the 
temple of Janus had been but 
twice (hut ; during Numa's 
peaceable reign, and after the 
firft Punic war. Auguftus fhut 
it three times: after he had 
vanquiihed Antony ; four years 
after, on his return from the 
war with the Cantabrians in 
Spain ; and feme time before^the 
birth of Chrift. Horace fpeaks 
ot Auguftus*s vi^^ory over the 
Sicambri, and obferves, that the 
temple of Janus was then ftiut. 
Orofius fays, that after Auguftus 
had fl>ut it the third time, it 
continued fo twelve years. F. 
Nori^ is of opinion, that it' was 
opened on o«caiion of Caius Cse« 



far's expedition agaiqft the Par- 
thians; whence he concludes, 
that it did not continue (hut for 
twelve years ; and that our Sa« 
viour was born before the trour 
bles in the Eaft broke out ; for 
he was born, as all the authors 
affirm, while the world was in 
peace. Tacitus, however, af- 
furesus, that after Auguftus had 
opeiied the gates of Janus the 
third ti|Be, they were never fl>ut 
ti)l the reign of Vefpafian. 6ut 
as no war was declared, and no 
hoftilities committed either by 
the Romans or Parthians, w« 
'cannot believe, that the templtf 
of Janus was opened on occa* 
fipn of this expedition* 

wealcl|» 
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Ifi^ealth "* (R). Upon his return to Rome, he withdrew to 
Mecaenas's gardens, and led a retired life, doing good of- 
fices to foroe of his friends,, but not interfering with public 
affairs **. He was foqn delivered from the objeds of his 
envy and jealoufy ; for Lucius Csefar, who was but a youth 
of {lender abilities, died this year at Marfeilles, on his jour* T^e detok 
ney to Spain, whither he had been fcnt by his grandfather, of Lucius 
that he might be accuftomed to a military life, and conci- W*'"* 
jiate the afie£Hon of the foldiery p. His body was brougbl} ^ 
by fea from Marfeilles to one of the ports of Italy, an<i 
from theiice carried to the capital by. the military tribunes, 
and the 4ecurion$ of the colonies and municipal towns. 
The emperor was^ fenfibty affected with the lofs of a youth 
whom he loved> ,and faw thus fnatcbedaway in the fpring 
of his life i and Tiberius, by affedlng an extraordinary Tibirhs 
concern for. the death of his foh-in-law, wrought fuch % rgtmrttsitiu 
change in the mind of Auguftus, that- he would have adopted I^your 
hkn, had he not abfolutely declined that honour, through ^ ''*' 
fear of giving Umbrage to Caius % ^^ 

In the following, oopfulate of L* iEHus Lamia, and M« 
Servilius, the famqus. t<|ii>ple of the Mother of the Gods at 
Rome was reduced to aihes. In the confulate of Se!xtus 
iElius Catus, and ,C. Sentius Saturoiti^i^, Numidia rebelled % 
but was foon reduced to obedience by Paffienus and Coflus, 
whom Auguftus hon!C>ured with triumphal enfigns ; that is, 
he, allowed theixi all the privileges and honours which were 
peculiar to triumphant vi£lors % the cuftom of triumphing 
being now laid afide. But the infurre£tions which this 
year broke put in Armenia, were not fo eafily quelled : the 

n Suet, in Tib. cap. 13. • Idem. ibid. cap. 15. i» Flor. lib. 
iv. cs(p. ult. Tacit. Anna). lib. i, cap. 3. Sueton^ in 0£l^^av. cap. 65. 
9 Veil. Paterc. lib. ii. cap, loj, ' Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap, 104. 

(R) We are told, that when fea, as one who was privy to all 

the (hip, which brought him his fecrets, and whom he now 

the oews of his being allowed began to fufpe£t,^ after he had 

to return to Rome, firil appear- for fome yean entertained him 

ed» he was walking by the fea- as his bofom-friend. He de* 

fide with one Thrafyllus, a fa- ferred the execution of his de- 

mous adrologer, who alTured fign till the arrival of the ihip, 

him, though the Ihip was at a when, finding the predidion of 

treat difi:ance, that it brought the allrologer fulfilled, he em* , 

im joyful tidings. The fud- braced Tiim, and ever after had. 

lien appearing of the fhip fkved him in great edeem, though he 

Thralyllu8*8 life; for Tiberius pretended himfelf to a great 

had, at that very time, deter- knowlege in judicial aftrolo- 

Kiiued to throw him into the gy (i)* 

(0 Suet, in Tib. cap, 14* Xiphilin. ex Dion. 

PartfaianSt 
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the fi^nm kifiofyi 

Parth{ani» notwith(taii4ing the treaty cdftclude j a few jeiA 
before between them and the Rdmans, invaded that king^ 
dom with a numerooa anny. Iii confequehce of this in?»l 
fion, Caius) whawas ftill in Syria, having, with great ex« 
peditibn, afiembled hig forceS) marched againft the enemyi 
afid, penetrating into the Heart of Armeiiia without bppo« 
fition, appeared before Artagera. UpOrt his arrival jOnC 
Addoi whom fome call DomneS) the governor of the places 
invited him to a private intervieW| under pfetence that h<i 
kad fomethihg to communicate to him of ,thti utihoft im^ 
portance. Caius, not fufpefling any treacheryi ccitiplied 
with his requ«ft ; but Addo^ or, as Strabo oill8 him^ Adori 
having infenfibly drawn the unwary youth, during the con- 
ference^ clofe to th^ walU wounded bitn, atkl retired that 
inftant into the city; Tfie Romans, prcfvoked at the treacherf 
of the barbarian, immediately gave the aflilult on all fides/ 
took the place by ftormj and difmantled it, aftct having 
put the traitor, an4iy with him, the whdle garrifoni td 
the fword • (S). The wourid did ntitpto¥t mbrtalf btt« 
iieverthelefs t^eakehed the body, and fitnk the fpifits, of 
Caius to fuch a degree^ tbait, after K<e he^d driven the Parthi- 
ans ottt of Armenia, arid t)laced Ar)Obattane$, by birth i 
Mede, on the tbrone^^ he fefigned hittifblf ten an i^le andin« 
dolent life, leaving the whole ntanafgemei^t of dfiktra to hi^ 
officers and lieutenants^ AugtiftiH^ who had a gi^at defirei 
to fee his favourite grandfon, rec^illed hk* to Home ; hvA 
the youth, captivated with the deligbti of that fofii climate, 
and having many flatterers; abottt him^ who fhade it thdt 
conftant fludy to atiMife hi» ifflagin^Otf ^ith A^% pleaiureSi 
l>^ggcd leave to continue in Syria, declaringi that he had 
rather live in the moft remote and inhofpitable comer of 

* Idem; ibid; cap lot. SnrabOj lib. xi, p. 529. Zonar, ex Didil. 



(S) Fkmis rcfhitfes thi* evettt 
im the fo!h>wing manner : Do* 
lttit*u&^ on whom tht king of 
Parthia had confefred the g6- 
v^rnment of Ansntata, pretend- 
ing a revolt, earme tnit to meet 
Caiu9, and delivered into his 
hands a writing, which ^ he faid, 
eodtained an account of all the 
]|ing*» treafttits ; but vrtiile he 
was pevufing it with great at* 
tcnttott, the traitor, <5^nga 



fcAii^Ltd concealed u6der hli 
garment, dabbed him ( i). Sex* 
tiis Rufus foHo^s Plorus, and^ 
by ah unpardonable miib&e, 
adds, that the Pafthians, by vfzf 
of fatiSfaAioR fot fo boM and 
tf eaeherous an attempt^ did theti 
drft give hoflages to 06bnriaoUi 
C^far, and feftored tlie enfigns 
which had be^Q taken ffoin 
Crairus(aJ. . 



(1) FlonliU iv, cap. ult, («) Sext.ltuf* inSrevia^. 
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thi Romw Jfitfiofy. ' 19 1 

^eearth, than return to Rome. Trhi$ unexpected i-efufal 

(lupg Aiiguftusto the heart, Whpinfifted on his returning ta 

Italy 5 amzring hirn, that hc fliould ?hepe be allowed to fol- 

Ipw his own inclinations. Caiu^ theiiefore, with the up* 

moft reluilance, Ipft Syria j and^ failing for Lycia, arrived 

at Limyra, a city of that country, where be died foon after^ 

in the tw^ntyrfourth year of his age ^ (T). Thus was All'-. 

guftus, in the fpace of eighteen months, deprived of both 

his grandfons, whom he had adopted, in ,Qr4er to.fueec^i 

hi«^ in the fovereign power. Hi^ (jeai^n as weU a^ that Hisdtath., 

of Lucius, is, by fome, imputed to the fecret arts of liiviai 

who left no method untried to advance! her fon Tiberius to 

the empire : but this imputacion is altogether imfupported 

by any kind of evidence. 

Tb^ grief of Auguftus for the deatti of one, whom he Yr. of Fl. 
loved with the feiidernefs of a father, was great beyond ex- a*^^'' 
prcffion. Livia and Tiberius endpavoijred to confole him,; jj^'q^'J*^ 
and on this oqcafipn the; artful Livia, who had gained att ' ^ 
abfolute fway qver iber hufband, prevailed upon him to Ttbirius 
9^dq>t her fon Tiberius : however, be adopted at the fame adopudly 
time Agrippa Pofthuin»^> the third fon q/Agrippa and Ju^ ^"j^"'* 
lia, whom he bad hitherto neglefted^ as a youth of no ^^at^e^ih^ 
parts, and of ai^ uBtraflable temper ; he likewife obliged Tiberius. 
Til^rius to adeipt Germanicus, tUe fqn of hia brother Drtti> 
(ii^s^tl^oiigh ha h^l ^ fon of his own. His nephew Germa**. 

t Veil. Paterc. lib. ii. cap. torn* 

(T> Tacitat.f9y^ \^ died of toy one require more gnef of 

his wound as he was returning a meod than of a father (3) ?'^ 

6019 ArmoQia(2) ; aod Sextus ThebodyofCaius was convey- 

Ru|us^ that he returned into Sy* ed to Rome, and buried there 

ria^ aa4 <i^4 there • bat Sueto- with great pomp. Belbniuii 

nius, Dia CaiSus, and Velleius tells us, tlaat he faw the tomb 

Patcrculus, who ferved under and epitaph of C. Caefar at Ha* 

Caius, aflureus, that he died in. ma or Emefain Syria (4) j but . 

Limyra in Lycia, on his return that his bones were buried at 

to Rome. Auguftus was ex- Romcj is manifeft from the fol- 

tremely gricvedat his death, and lowing epitaph, which is flill 

complained of Adnius^ Pollio, to be%en in the Church of tW 

ooe of his chief &vouriteft, for Apoftks, behind. the old temple 

iDviung his friends to an enter** 0/ Minenra.: *^ Of!a C. Casfaris 

taiofeienc, while his grief was yet Augui^ F. Principts Tu ventuti^ 

freft. Pollioanfwec^d^ "Ifup- (5); " The bones of C. Cafar^ 

ped after the fame manner when fon of Ai^uftus, prince of the 

I loft my fon Arterius ; and can youth*'' 

(1) Tacit» Annal. lib. i. cap. 3. (s) Senac. in Prooem. lib. 

!♦• dc^Controverf. (4) JJcUon. Obfervat. lib. ii. (5) Vide 

Oxuter. Infcript. »35. 

nicus 
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» ' . , 
litcus was Aow become thp emperor's grandfon, while filf 
own fon Drufus was denied that honour ". Thefe threef 
different adoptions happened on the 6fth of the calends of 
Joly ; and it is remarkable, that AuguftuSf in adopting Ti« 
beriu^, folemnly fwore before the people, that *' he adopted 
him for the good of the commonwealth ^." At the fame 
time he conferred on him the tribunitial power, for five 

J rears, according to fome writers; but according to others, 
or ten '• Thus, by the addrefs of Livia, were the higheft 
honours heajped upon her fo% now fole candidate for the 
fucceffion. 
ni €9nfpi- While Augtifttis thud prdti<jed fcfr the fucceflioti, a dan- 
rmcy of , geroas confpiracy was formed againft his own perfon by 
Cimna* Cornelius Cinna, grandfon to Pompey by his daughter Pom-» 
peia. As feveral perfons of the higheft rank were engaged 
in the plot, Auguftus was greatly perplexed what meafures 
to take in fo nice an affair. If he ufed rigour, he was afraid 
their friends and relations, who were very powerful, might 
raife dangerous difturbances to revenge their deaths ; if he' 
pardoned them, he apprehended his lenity might encourage 
others to the like attempts. In this anxiety he pafied feve* 
ral nights, without being able to take the leaft reft, or come 
to any refolution. At length Livia, by her refined artl« 
fices, drew from him the true catife of his difquiet and jm^^ 
eafinefsi^; and donvinced him, that it was fi^fer, infocri-% 
tical a junflure, to ufe clemency than rigour. Purfuant to 
her advice, Auguftus fent for Cinna ; and, taking him into 
his ctofet, charged him with the confpiracy^ named all his 
atccomplices, and (hewed himfelf thoroughly informed of 
the place, time, and other circumftances, on which the 
confpirators had agreed in their laft meeting. Cinna was 
thunder-ftruck when he faw his treafon thus difcovered, 
and himfelf in the power of the perfon whom he fought to 
deftroy, without any poffible means of efcaping the punifh- 
Ve is par- ment due to his crime. His furprize was ftill greater, when 
^M^^ fy Auguftus, inftead of treating him as a traitor, only upbraid- 
Augufiuu ^^ gjjjj jj^ ^ ccntle manner with ingratitude, reminding him. 
of the many favours he had beftowed upon him, and adding, 
that he was refolved to conquer his obftinacy« The em- 
peror forgave him, and all thofe he had feduce.d into' the fame 
wicked defigns : " And to fliew (faid he) that I am €n- 
cerely reconciled to you, I now name you conful fbr the 
enfuing year.'* This generous behaviour made fuch a deep 
impreilion upon the mind of Cinna, that he continued, from 

» Veil. Paterc. lib. ii. cap. loa.. « Suet, in Tiber, cap.zi. 

» Dio, lib. I v. p. 556. N r IMo, llb,lv« p» 557^ 

that 
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Ihdt time to the hour of his death, inviolably altachedf tb 
the intereft of Auguftiis and his family *. It was about thift 
time, and perhaps on this dccafion, that the people offered 
Auguftus thb title of dominUs, th^t is, lord^ or mafter\ 
which he not only refufed, but publiflied an edi£k, forbid- 
ding any one to addrefs hihi under that name ; a name pe^ 
Culiar to mafters with refpeft to their flaves, and therefore . 
tie lefs injurious to him than to the Roman people. To^ 
wards the end of this yeat, the people carneftly entreated 
him to recall his daughter Julia ; but he anf\V6re;d, that 
he never would confent to their reqiieft; and, when 
the people were very prefling with him, he could riot 
contain his anger, but, in a violent pafTion, wifhed they 
mi'ght have fuch wives andfuch daughters. TheyprevaiU JuHarim 
ed upon him at length to change the place of her confine*- ''^^vidto 
ment, and to remove her from the ifland to the continent ; '^'J^»^*- 
but he would not by any means fufFeir her to return t<J " * 
Rome *. 

In the beginning bf the enfuing year, when Cit. Cornelius 
Cinna> who had confpired againft Auguftus, and L. Valerius 
MeiTala, were confuls, Tiberius was fentinto Germany, t6 
complete the conqueftof that Country, and keep in awe the 
feveral nations which had been fome years before fubdued by 
him and his brother Drufus. C. Sentius Saturninus, the 
laft year's conful, an officer of known valour and great ex^ 
perience, was appointed to command under him, as he was 
well acquainted with the country, having been formerly 
Auguftu^s's lieutenant in thofe parts. Velleius Paterculus, 
the hMtorian, attended Tiberius in this expedition, and ferv- 
ed under him in quality of praefe£lus e<}uitum, or commander 
of horfe; which poft had been held by his father. He tells Thetx* 
us, that Tiberius, entering Germany, over-ran the country ^f*'' ff . 
of the Caninefates, now the province of Utrecht; that, front *^^^^^' *« 
thence, he advanced againft the Attuati and Brufteri, th<i ^^"'^^ 
people of the territory of Munfter, whom he ^afily reduced; 
that the Cherufci, the inhabitants of the prefent duchies o^ 
Brunfwic and Lune\>ourg, fubmitted at his approach ; that 
he made himfelf mafter of all the countries lying on the 
Vifurgis and the Lupias, now the Wefer and the Lyppe } and 
that, putting his troops into winter-quarters on the banks of 
the Lupias, he returned to Rdme towards the end of Decem- 
ber, where he was received with loud acclamations ^. 

In this and the following year, Rome was afHi£^ed with a Afamim 
dreadful famine, infomuch that all foreigners, gladiatorsj '^ Ronn^ 

* S«neCrde Clemen, lib. i. cap. 9. p. 3x8, ^i^. * Suet, in 

Oftav. «ap. 53. Xiphll lib.lv. ^ VelK Faterc. lib.ii. cap« 

104, IQS» 'o^- 

VoL.XIL a athlet«^ 
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athletae^or wreftlers, and flaves, except phyficians and ^tio^l^ 
mafters, were driven out of the city, and ordered to remain at 
eighty miles diftance from the capital, Auguitus himfelf 
fending away the greater part of his own ilaves and attend- 
ants. On this occafion he doubled his ufual largefies, or« 
dering a certain quantity of corn to be weekly diftributed 
among the indigent citizens, and provifions to be brought 
from Sicily, Sardinia, and the neighbouring countries, at 
the public etpencq, and fold at a low rate. Thefe regula- 
tions ft ill more endeared him to the people, who were for 
decreeing him new honours, which he abfolutely refufed \ 
but the glory which accrued to him from a folenui eihbaiTy 
fent this year to Rome, in the name of the Parthian nation, 
is greatly celebrated by all the writers of thofe times. The 
Parthians, tired with the troubles that were daily railed in 
their country by pretenders to the crown, had at length re- 
Gourfe to Auguftus, entreating - him to give them a king. 
The emperor, highly pleafed with this embafly, named Vo- 
pones, one of the fons of Phraates, who had be^i fent to 
Rome, as we have formerly obferved, commending him both 
to the Parthian ambaffadors, and the Roman governors in 
the Eaft. The Parthian nobility received him with great 
joy, and placed him on the throne of the Arfacides^ 

Next ypar, M ^milius Lepidus and L. Arrimtius being 
confuls, I'iberius, returning to Germany, purfued his cpn- 
quefts with furprifing rapidity, if Velleiu^ his hiftorian, or 
rather panegyrift, is to be credited. He firft fabdued the 
Chauci (U), the nioft flourifting and numerous nation of 
Germany, and then the Langobardi or Lpmbardi, who 
furpafled in fiercenefs all the inhabitants of that vaft conti- 
nent. He over-ran, and brought under fubje£liori, all the 
countries between the Rhine and the Albis, or the Elbe, 
while his fleet ftruck terror into the warlike nations border- 
ing on the ocean j and the Roman enfigiis and eagles were 
revered and adored by numbf:i*kfs nations, who, till the 
arrival of Tiberius, had never bearci of the Roman name *. 

While Tiberius profecuted the war in Geimanyj Corne- 
lius Coffus was employed in Mauritania againft the Getuli, 
who, revolting from king Juba, maflacred all the Romans 



, c Strab. lib. xvj. p. 748. Tacit. Aiirial. Ijb* ii. caf>. '*• Joieph. 
p. 620. * Veil. PatcrC. libii. ca p. 104, 105, io6* 



(U). Ilie Chauci inhabited 
Eaft Frietland, the counties of 
Oldenburg, and Hoygu and part 
pf the bi^opnck of Bremen : 
the LongobarJi, or Langobar- 



di, that pan of the nti£qui£ite 
of Brandenburg which is now 
called Middlemarck, dnd lies 
between thd £lbe and the 
Oder. 

fetOcd 



fetUe4 ip i?is coiintry^ and committed fnoft dreadful r^- 
vage^ fn the provinces fulajeflt to that prince, ^iit Coifii^j 
matching againft them, 4^fcated th^ rehel^ witli grc^t 
fl;fughter, ^nd obliged them tg fubmiit. This year Agrippaj A^^rittA 
Pofthumiu§, hayjqg incurred the difpleafure of jiis gran4*- difgraced 
fath(?r jiV»fgVifti}9i y^a? hanifte4 to the 'it!and| of t|au;^jSgj «»^.t<?«3'^ 
now ^faijofa, fn the Mediterranean fea-(W)* , '^* 

. Nexcyegf, when ^. jLiciniua Nerva and Q^ Qa^ciliuj 
MeteHfis wer^ confuls, P-ome had three dangerous wars to 
maintain I one in Germany, ^mother in Fannoni^, an^ 
the third in iJalmatla. jn Gerniany, Marohoduus king of 
th? Mar^oiyanni ;(X), $ prince of extraordinary flrength^ 
wcoipmon addreft, great perfohal courage, and expe- 
rience \xi ^ili^ary affi^irS| having railed a ^otmidable army, 
cpcQ/lipg of feyenty thoufand foot| and' four thoufand 
horfe^ jthr*T?<^^P^4 the countries lately^ fubdued by Tiberius, 
n^y, Italy Iflelf, with an invafion. Againft him was fent riberiuj 
Tiberias, who, arriving in lilyricum, divided his numerous /#«/ againji 
force.s injto ^wo bodies : one he put under the conduft of Mambo- 
C. C^miu^ Saturninus, who, by Tiberius's orders, taking ^*'* 
bis route through the territories of the Catti, and opening 
himieif a paflage through the Hercynian foreft (Y), brought 
his legiops to the confines of the Marcomanni, called by the 
anciepts Bpiohsemi. Tiberius feemed tp be unwilling to 
enter .the lifts with the king of the Marcomanni 5 for, un- 
der various pretences, he delayed his march, and conti- 
nued in Illyncum, as if he were afraid pf the enemy, or 
dfifignp^ to protraft the war. Auguftus was old, and Ti- 
^rius kpew how much it would befor his ihtereft to have, 
at his death, an army under his command ready to iccond 
his aipbitious views ; and therefore pafled great part of the 
fummer in a ftate of inaction, at the head of ^ numerous 
^nd well-difcipiined army. 

(W) Some writers tell us, ^ (X) The Marcom??nni inha» 

that Auguftus conceived an ir- bited firft that country which 

reconcileable hatred to him, on lies between the Rhint, the^ 

account of fiisirregularandfcan- Danube, the Cochera, and the 

dalous life, which he thought Neckaf. From thehcie thay 

a difgrace to his family. Ta- pafled with the Harudes and Se- 

citud afcribes the difgrace of dulii into Boiohxraia, iiow Bp* 

young Agrippa not to auy hernia, and, drivbg Qut t^ 

Tides of his own, but to the Boii, fettled there, 

ari^ 9J|d ambitious views of (Y) The Black fbrcft, an/i 

Xivia, who was 'glad to re f9rei.l of Boheraii»^ wi^re onqe 

move the only perfon who parts of this Hercynian for;^, 

fiood in' her Ton's way to abfo- which extended from the Rhine 

lute power. as far as j^ufcory. 

Oi '' " M.Va^ 
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M. Valerius Meflalinus having, by the cmpcror^s or<lcff 
led the troops he commanded in Daimatia and Pannohiat 
into Illyricum, to reinforce Tiberius, the inhabitants of 
thofe countries confpired to (hake off the yoke, and recover 
their ancient liberties, under the conduct of two chiefs of 
the fame name. The two Batos raifed each in his own 
country an hundred thoufand foot, and nine thoofand horfe, 
flew all the Romans who had fettled in Pannonia or Dal« 
ntatia, over-ran the neighbouring countries fubjeft to the 
Romans, and, penetrating into Macedon, committed the 
moft dreadful ravages. 1 he two chiefs had agreed to a£t 
jointly or feparately, as occafion ihould ^require, and not to 
lay down their arms till they had delivered their refpeSivc 
countries, and all Germany, from the Roman bondage. 
This general and une;cpe£ted infurreftion filled Rome with 
terror and confufion. The emperor, having aficmbled the 
fenate, inftead of leflening, magnified the danger ; affar- 
tng the confcript fathers, that, unlefs a new army was 
raifed with all poffible expedition, they might in ten days 
fee the enemy at the gates of Rome. Levies were therefore 
made without delay, the veterans were ordered to.retnm to 
their colours, and not only freed-men, but great numbers 
of flaves, were admitted into the legions. By thefe means 
a numerous army was raifed, and the command of it given 
to Germanicus the fon of Drufus, and nephew of Tiberias, 
a youth of extraordinary accomplifliments. Auguftus left 
the capital, and went to refide at Ariminum ; whence he 
could, with more ieafe and expeditioii, difpatch orders to 
the two generals, and afiift them with his advice in carry- 
ing on a war, which he confidered as the moft dangerous 
he had yet been engaged in, the enemy's troops being very 
numerous, well difciplined, and at no great diftance from 
Italy, which, if any misfortune fliould happen either to 
Tiberius or Germanicus, they would not fail to invadCf 
and might over-run, before another army could be raifed *. 

jGermanicus was no fooner appointed to command againff 
the= revolted Pannonians and Dalmatians, than Tiberius 
turned his^rms againft them, hoping he ihould be able to 
reduce them before the arrival of Germanicus, whom he 
now beheld as his rival, and therefore would have willingly 
deprived of the glory which might accrue to him from that 
expeditiptti Witlr^his view, quitting Illyricum, he m- 
camped in the countiy which parted Papnonia fron^ the 
kingdom of Maraboduus, to prevent the conjunftionof the 
Pantionians and the Marcomanni; but Bato, the Panno- 



« Dio, lib, Iv. p. 569, & fcq. 
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nian, laid fiege to Siri^itim(Z) ; and, though defeated by 
Caecina Severus, goyernor of Moefia, had again recruit^ 
bis army, and obliged Caecina to quit the field. On the 
other hand Bato, the Dalmatian, laid fiege to SaJona (A), 
and though wounded in the attack of the p)ace^ yet marched 
at the head of his troops to meet Mefialinus, ;whom Tibe* 
rius had detached againft him,, gave battle, and defeated 
him. The Roman general being obliged, in his retreat, to 
pafs through certain defiles, was there unexpe£tedly ihut 
up, and furrounded on all fides by the enemy. Thfe two 
Batos foon after united their forces, and, encamping on 
]M[ount Almus, in the neighbourhood of Sirmium, kept that 
place blocked up, and laid the country under contribution* 
Tiberius detached Rhymetalces, a petty king of Thrace, 
againft themi who sained fome inconfiderable advantages, but 
was pot able to diuodge them, though joined by A:. Csecina, 
governor of Mgefia, at the head of a confiderable body of 
jRoman troops. At length Tiberius marched againft them 
in peribn ; but the enemy, upon the news of his approach, 
abandoned their poft, and» dividing their numerous forces 
into feveral fmall bodies, retired by difierent ways into Ma- 
cedon, committing dreadful ravages in all the countries 
through which they pafled. As winter drew near, Tiberius 
did not purfue them ; but Rhymetalces, and his brother, 
Kafcipolis, at the head of the Thracian auxiliaries, coming 
up with them on the ccmfines of Macedon, gave them a total 
overthrow ^ / 

At the approach of winter, Tiberius returned to Rome, 
where M. Furius Camillas and Sextus Nonius Quin£lilianus 
were foon after raifed to the confulate. During their ad- 
miniftration, ambafiadors came to Rome, both from the 
Jevsrs and Samaritans, to accufe Archelaus, to whom Au- 
guftus had given the half of his father Herod's kingdom, 
under the name of ethnarchy, of mal-adminiftration, ty- 
ranny, and oppreffion. Archelaus being cited to Rome, ArekeUius 
%o anfwer the charge brought againft him, and not being depoftdand 
able tp juftify bimfelf before the emperor, he was depofed, ^Amjbid. 
and baniihed to Vienne in Gaul, where he ended his days. 
Archelaus being baniihed, Auguftus appointed Publius Sul- 

^ Die, lib. Iv. p. 569-^571. Veil. Patcrcul. lib. ii, cap. \x^%ic 

(Z) Sirmium, now Sirmifch, called them into thofe parts. 
was, in former times, the me? (A) Salona, one of the chief 

tropolis of Pannonia Inferior, cities of Illyricum, ftood on the 

and the place which the emper Adriatic fea, at a fmall diftance 

rors chofe for their refidence, from the prefent city of Spa- 

whtn the a&irs of the empire lato. 
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fjltiui tjuirinlufe to bfc prcfident of Syria 5 ihi fent him liitA 
he Eaft to fcitc on the countries of Judisa, Idumaea, and 
feamaria, which were now reduced to a Roman province;, 
Coponius, a Roman knight, was fent to tal^e upon him tliG 
|overnment of them, with the title of procurator of Jud«a, * 
Tbefe officers, Arriving at Jerufalem, fcizcd all ArcheUis** 
cffefts and treafures, purfaant to the fentence paflr^d*afgainll 
^im by Auguftxis, and, having aboliflied the Jewim polity-, 
introduced the Roman in its ftead. Coponius afl^^ed, i^ 
the name of Auguftus, the adminiftration, but in (atiordi;- 
natiori to the prefident of Syria, Judaea being tnadfe- k paA 
of that province. Thus was the powfer of life iand d^at^ 
taken from the Jews, and placed wholly in the Rofhin pn>- 
curator and his fiibordinate officers. All taxes were hchc^-r 
forth paid immediately to. the Roman emperor; and tift 
Jews might now fay with truth, what they wci^ W^ard (b 
fay foipe years after ; ** We have no king but Csefar fe." 

Early in the fpring Tiberius and Germanicus took the 
field, the formei* iagainft the Pannonians, and the latter 
againft the Dalmatians. We read of no great advantaged 
. gained by Tiberius ; but Germanicus obliged the Dalma-? 
tians to quit the field, and {belter themfelves behind thie walfe 
of their cities and caftleSjfome of whichhebefieged and took. 
While they were thus preflfed by Germanicus, a fdminjs 
began to rage all over the country, and was attended by va- 
rious diftempers, arifin'g from their feeding on herbs and 
roots to which they were not accuftomed. In this extre- 
mity Bato, chief of the Dalmatians, began to think of fub- 
inittirig; and accordingly fent deputies to treat with Tibe- 
rius, who received both them and Rato himfelf, when he 
appeared before him the next day, in a very obliging mian- 
her. The Ronrian aflced him from his tribunal, what had 
reduced him to revolt, and perfift fo long, and with fach 
6bllinacy, in his rebellion againft Rome : ** The Roifian^, 
(ahfwered Bato) inftead of (hepherds,to proteft and defettd 
us, fend wolves to devour us." The kind treatment he mtt 
with from Tiberius made fiich an impreffion Upon his mind, 
ihat he was eafily prevailed upon to turn his arms againft 
his name-fake and ally, whom he defeated, and inhumanly 
murdered, having perfuaded the garrifon of a caftle, to 
which the unfortunate Pannonian had fled after thfe'battlc, 
to betray him into his hands Upon hia death tht greater 

*p^.rt of thfe Pannonians fubmitted K 

* 

t Vide Strah. lib. xii. p. 5159. Dio. lib. U, p. 561. Jorfeph. Antiq. 
lib. X vii. cap. 15. & de Bell. Judaic, lib. ii. ^ Dio, lib. Ivi. f • 

57O1 571. Veil. Paterc. ibid. 

When 



The J^man Hjflory. 



»W 



When Atlguftus heard of the frinniflJofi 6f one Bi^o, afii 
the dentil of the bther, he fcft Ariintnom, zM rttxXtMd to 
Rome, Mjrhere great complaintd -yrere made to hiita by the 
knights, ^gainft the law which he had pubiifhed fome years 
before, CbnCefi^ing yntrtafried perfon^^ and fuch as had no ' 
, children. The kni^hte, Whofe arcffion to marriage pro* 
ceeded fro^i the loofenefs of tlieir lives, were Very preffing 
with tlife emperor fo get this law abolifhed. Thus folicitedj 
Augttfttis affembled the i^hole body of knights, and de^ 
claimed with great vehemence againft celibacy. Far from 
complying with the defires of thofe who had an ayerfion to 
marriage, he doubled the rewards and privileges of fuch as 
had children, and laid heavy fines on all unitiarried perfons J 
allowing them, however, the term of a year, in which 
Ipacc, if they complied with the law, they were to he f re^ 
from the penalty. This edift obliged all men to marry at 
a certain age, eftabfifhed great exemptions and privileges to 
fuch as had children, and laid heavy fines on all who, after 
a certain age, continued fingle. Itwa? called thePapian-Por Thi Papt* 
paean law, becaufe enafted by the'coftfuls M. Papius Mutiltis «»-^«^i*^* 
and <^Popajus Sccundus, to whom the confais of this year^ ''^ 
C. Sulpitius Camerinus and €• Poppaeii8,Sabinus, had re- 
figned the fafces, after having held them only fix months. 
It was alfo called the Julian law^ having beenpubliihed b,y 
AuguftUs's order, who was of the Julian family. For th« ; , 

farther encouragement of marriage', Auguftus abrogated thie 
Voconian law(B), forbidding married wonu^n to receive 

any ' 

(B) Nothing was morfe eom* 
mon, before the publication of 
this law, than for men to give 
exceffive legacies to women, and 
to leave them by will the whole 
eilateof a wealthy family. One 
pf the lawsof the Twelve Tables 
knpoweredall eitiaens to appoint 
whomever they pleafed to be 
their heirs, without regard to fex 
or relations, This law was at- 
tended with inconveniences ; 
debauehery was increafed, and 
h became more eafy to debauch 
a fex who are not always deaf 
to their interefl. Befides, it 
was no uncommon thing to fee 
women, who were by legacies 
become richer than their huf- 
bands, infuUing them, and be- 



having tfaemfelves in. their ia- 
.miiies with great haughtineiit* 
To remedy this evil, Q^ Voco* 
ntus, tribune of the people, 
drew up a new law, which he 
at lad got oafled in thccomitia. 
The chief heads of . this law 
were : i% Every citizen was. for* 
bi<kJen to make any wcnnaa. uni- 
verfal legatee, even an only 
daughter. not excepted. 2. A 
daughter's fortune, after the 
death of her father, was to bt 
proportioned to his eitate, or to 
be pro rata of what he had left, 
according to the eftimation of 
^udent men; and, generally 
fpeaking, the daughter was air 
lowed only one fourth of her 
fathef*s eilate. 3. It was enad* 
O 4 ed, 
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any legacies above a c^ruun (tun ; ^ety that he might not 
foem to difcourase eyen the .appearance pf virtue^ he bet 
ilowed upon fuch women as had vowed perpetual virginity 
the fame rewards aQd privileges as upon mothers ^f 

During thefe tranfa£tions at Rom? the .,war broke out 
jigain in Dalmatia and.Pannonia; Bato, who had fab? 
mitted the year before^ being the ring-leader of th? revolt^ 
whether upon fome new provocation^ or merely from th^ 
ficklenefs of his temper^ we know not. ^Germanicus, who 
had acquired a perfedl knowlege of the country, and of the 
manner of fighting in ufe among the labels, was ordered 
to lead the fame legions againft them which he had before 
commanded* He opened the campaign with the fiege of 
Rhsetinum, a ftrong city in Dalmatia, Yrhere he was ^n im- 
minent danger of periming, with the greateft part of his 
s^rmy ; for the inhabitants having, aft^r a faint reGftance, 
abandoned the town, and retired into the citadeU Germa<! 
nicus, at the head of his.^IegionSt entered the place, in or-: 
der to attack the citadel ; but wbjle the Romans were plant- 
ing their machines and ladders^ they faw themfelves fudr 
denly furroun4ed by flanges, the inhabitants having fiUe4 

J» nioi lib. Ivi. p. S73-r57S.* 



ed, that all the legacies of the 
teibtor (hould not exceed one 
half of his efbite(6). This 
teihmentary law had been pre- 
ceded by another, which C. 
Furiu8, tribune of the people, 
had got pafled, and whiph was 
thence called the Furian law. 
It forbad, according to Ulpian, 
Pomponius, and Juftinian, any 
Roman citizen to leave, by le- 
gacy, above the value of one 
thoufand afes to any one perfon, 
and, at the lame time, con- 
demned the legatee to pay four 
times the fum which was given 
him above what the law uipu- 
lated; io that the Voconian 
law ought to be looked upon as 
a fupplement to this, which was 
probably ^own out of ufe in 
the time oT Q^ Voconius . Cato, 
the cenfor, made a fpeech in 

(6) Cic» de Finibus, & Verrina i. Aul. Gell. Noft. Attic, lib. 3tx 
cap. IO. Psdian ia Varr. i. (7) Cic. de S€ne6l« 

their 



favour of the Voconian law, 
which he inferted in Kis book 
pe Originibus, and which was 
in being in Livy'« time. There 
are fome fragments of it flillex- 
tant in Aul us Gellius. Cicerai 
fixes the paiing of the Voco- 
nian law to the year pf Rome 
5849 when Quintus Marcius 
Philippus, and Cneius Servilius 
Caepio were confuls (7). From 
that time it continued in force 
to the reign of Auguftus, who 
revoked it in favour of Livia, 
to whom he was reiblved, as 
Dio CafBus informs us, to dcr 
vife by will great ps^rt of his 
eilate ; but that hi dorian fytsks 
fo ambiguoufly of the Voconian 
law, that he has given the civi- 
lians occaiion to put different 
interpretations upon it. 
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tbcir boufe$ with all forts of combukible materials h^&f^ 
they abandoned them, and appointed fome refolute perfonf 
tp fet fire to them when the Romans ihould have entered^ 
The leeionariesy to avoid the fire, furrounded the citadel, 
wh|cb ftood at fon>^ diftapce from the houfes : in avoiding on^ 
kind of death (hey met with another ; for the befieged diff* 
charged fo many dart8» arrows, and ftgnes, that the ground 
was m an inftapt covered with heaps of dead bodies. In 
^his extremity the Romans attempted to fcale the fortrefs ; 
but met with fuch a vigorous rcfiftance as difheartened 
them : nothing, therefor^, now remained, but to attempt 
a retreat through the ^ames ; and this tbey efFeded, though 
with great lofs, many of them being cru(hed by the ruins 
of the houfes, fufFocated by the fmokc, or deftroyed by the 
fire, which, withereat violence, flamed out of the houfes 
on either fide the ftreets through which they pafled. 

In the night the befieged abandoned the fortrefs, which 
began to take Qre, and concealed themfelves in the neigh- 
bouring woods, permanicus, having waited till both the Hgrgdii4s» 
city and citadel were reduced to aihes, led his legions againft frogrmlci" 
3eretiuni, another city of great importance m the fame ^* 
country, which he inyefted, and reduced in a ihort time, 
though Tiberius had in vain attempted the redudion of it 
the year before* Being encouraged with this fuccefsj and 
i^o enemy appearing in the lield, he divided his army into 
feveral bodies, and, laying fiege to different places at the 
fame tipie, made himfelf mafter of moft of their fortified 
towns. In the mean time Auguftus, impatient to fee this 
war eroded, ordered Tiberius to march likewife into DaU 
matia, and haflen the ff nal redufUon of that country. Ti- 
berius imiqediately virent in festrch pf Bato, who had under 
his comn^and ^ confiderable body of Pannonians and Dal- 
matians \ and finding him in the neighbourhood of Ande- 
fiuin, or Andetiium (C), a ftrong caftle, fituatedon a fteep 
and inacceffible rock, offered him battle ; but Bato, declin- 
ing an engagement, retired into the caftle> and polled his 
troops on the tops of the neighbouring mountains. 

Tiberius boldly advanced through the narrow paflages, Thifiggg 
among the mountains, to the foot of the rock on which An- ^.^«^- 
detrium flood, with a defign to befiege it ; but was greatly tj^-^I, 
alarmed when he faw himfelf furrounded by the enemy, 
who, defcending from the mountains, had feized on the de- 
files, and by that means cut ofi^ his retreat. He expelled ^^ ^ '"'* 
to find at Andetrium the Caudine Forks j and he muflhave ^J!^'f' * 
pevitably perifhed with his whole army, had theDalma*^^^^^^ 

(C) I^ow CUila, 
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tians flitwed* as much bravery and refolution as tlie Sart* 
Yiites difplayed on thfe like occafion ; biit wblle Tiberius dc* 
fpah-cd of being able either to retire or advance, the Dalma* 
tians, feizcd vrith a panic, abandoned their pofts, and, re- 
treating in diforder to the tops of their mountains, left aD 
the avenues open to the Roman general, who advanciQ^ 
without opponcion to the foot of the rock on which the ca£ 
tic ftood, fummoned it to furrender. Bato, finding be could 
not depend upon his men, refolved to capitulate. Leaving 
the caule in the night, he delivered himjclf up to Tiberius, 
who received hiin with great demonftrations of kindnefs, 
and allowed him to retire, after he had folemnly promifeS 
never to bear arms againft the Romans. But the garrifon 
of Andetrium ftitl refifted, and the place was not taken uD 
after repeated aflaults, in which great numbers of the Ro- 
mans loft their lives. At length they furrendered upon ho* 
nourable terms, which Tiberius religioufly obfcrved ^ 

At the fame time Gcrmanicus reduced Arduba, a town 
liot iriferior in ftrength to Andetrium, and defended by aii 
numerous a garrifon ; but the reduftion of that important 
place wa3 more owing to the difagreement which reigned 
among the inhabitants, than to the valour of the Romans ^ 
for the greater part of the citizens being for furrenderinfo 
and fubmittir^g to the yoke, the women, more fond of their 
ancient hws and liberties than the men, joined fome Row 
man deferters, and falling upon their hufbands, made a 
great flaughter of them, At laft, the men prevailing, they 
fubmitted ; and the unhappy women, difdaining to outlive 
the lofs of their liberty, either threw themfelves headlong 
from the walls, or, fetting fire to their houfes, confumcd 
themfelves and their children in the flames. Thei;i the two 
Roman generals, uniting iheir forces, over^ran all Dalma* 
tia and Pannonia^ reftormg every where peace and tran- 
quility, and obliging the inhabitants to deliver up their 
arms, and return to their former employments. 

^fhe war being ended, to the great fatisfaftion of Aa* 
guftus, Tiberius and Germanicus returned to Rome, where 
they enjoyed triumphal honours ; and two triumphal arches, 
by a decree of the fenate, were to be erefted in Panno- 
nia, and adorned with magnificent trophies. Germa- 
nicus was allowed to ftand for the confulate before he 
attained the age required in other candidates, and to vote 
in the fenate before the fenators of confular dignity. As 
for Tiberius, it was decreed, that his fon Drufus, though 
. ht'had^n'o Ihare in the war, fliould be admitted iutp the le- 
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Mte, .and have the prititege to deliver bi» ^lAtoh, afteir hi 
had.exeeuted the office df qiM(Ao^| before thofe wh^ had 
been prs^tore K 

The Jt)y vt^hkh the xe^ tedu^ioh tff Pstmohia and DiU 
mati'dt ocea&o^ed i^ Ro^e Wa6 changed into the deepeft 
^eDinthoIy, by the difmftl neirs of the entire defeat df 
QjiititiHus Vafife bjr the Cemanft ttndtr the eondud of Ar- 
finnim. The &ftrtfiahfe, befdre the MTival Of Varus, had bd* 
^n to bear ^he yoke ^hh left neluAaflcfe \ they had quitted 
thfetr fofeftfi, bftilt fom« cities, Where they lived ifi a focial 
jndli¥ler, ufider the |)^crtefftion of the Rotnan lawe ; andj 
forgetting their native fcrftctty, had for fome time applied ^intUiut 
thtffifelvea td the peaceable artd ^f hiflban^ry. But the ex- ^-^T*' P^^' 
tbttiem and raffing of tliis rtew governor revived in that witr^ 'o^mwu 
like nation theit andent k)ve of liberty, cftranged thei# by kit tx* 
miY^de fronii llomei arid infpired them with afi eager defire tortiou. 
of (hakihg off a tyranny which they could no longer endure. 

Aftiong the Germans was a young nobleman of esctra- Atfmkint 
Ordinary parts, and gre^t valour> named Armiiiius. H<8 **«^f«A^ 
vras the fbfaof Bigimcr, one of the «ioft potverful lords df \\fc^ 
the C^ti) had ferved with gteat reputation in the Roman fro^ i^ 
irhiiies, and been honoured by Auguftus with the privilege Ronum 
of a Roman citizen, and the title of knight. " But the love -J'*^'- 
faf his country prevailihg over all 6lher confiderations, he , 
feTdlVfcd to improve the general difeonterit which reigned 4ti 
the nation, to the advantage of his countrymen, and deliver 
theth from bondage. With this view he etigaged, by meaQs Hijfirs up 
t)f his friends and emiffaries, in a confpiracy againft the ^^' ^*^ • 
fioitislhs, the chief lords and leading meh of all the nations ^^1^ -^ 
between the Rhine an^ the Elbe. In order to draw Varui Ranmt. 
to a diftance from this laft river, by which he could always 
feeeive fucbours from Gaul, he fuggefted to him the ne- /^/^ ^^^. 
reffity of Ihewing himfelf to the inhabitants of the more (hery. 
diftaht provinces, of adminifteringjuftice, and accuftoming 
them, by his example, to live after the Roman manner. 
Varus readily came ihto the propbfal of the crafty Armb- 
hius; and, quittihg the neighbourhood of the Rhine, 
itfarthed into the cOurttry bf the Cherufci. There he made .. 
it his whole bufinefs to civilize the Barbarians, by intro- 
ducing amohg them the Roman laws and manners. He 
was continually employed -in hearing caufes, and deciding 
civil controverfies ; infomuch that his tent looked more like 
the tribunal of a praetor than the prabtorium of a general. 
This was, indeed, a more fuitable employment to the genius 
pf Varus, than military expeditions ; rK>t that he wanted 
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courage, but becaufe he loved his eafe, and thought h^ 
could better tame the Barbarians by a£iing as a lawgiver 
than as a general. In the mean time, the confpiracj being 
ripe for execution, and the Germans ready to rife upon the 
firft notice, Arminius, under pretence of clearing the bigbf 
ways of robbers, and keeping fome places in awe, perfuaded 
Varus to fend out feveral detachments ; by which means 
bis army being weakened, fome diftant nations in Gcimanf 
rofe up in arms, by Arminius's direfticmSy while thoie^ 
through which he was to pafs in marching againft them, 
pretended to be in a ftate of profound tranquility, and ready 
tp join the Romans againft their rebellious countrymen* 

Varus upon the firft news of the rerolt, marched with 
three legions, a confiderable body of borfe» and fix cohorts, 
to reduce the rebels, attended by Arminius and his father 
Sigimer, as guides, who led him into i^ thick foreft, fur- 
rounded on all fides with fteep hill^, and marihy gronnds« 
There, while the legionaries were employed in cutting down 
trees to open tfaemfekes a paflage through the foreik, and 
entirely off their guard, a great body of Germans unex- 
pe^dly appeared, and> difcharging upon them a ibower 
of dartSj( killed a great number before they could rally, and 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence. They formed tfaem- 
ielves, at laftt ir^ order of battle, as well as the ground 
would allow; but a heavy rain falling, which rendered 
their arms almoft qfelefs> and the Barbarians pouring upon 
them hourly in crowds, they attempted to retire to a neigh 
bouring valley* Finding all the avenues blocked up with 
numerous bodies of the enemy, they were forced to con* 
tinue all that night, and the noxt day^ exppfed to the darts 
and arrows of the QarbarianS:. 

In this extremity Varus, being dangerouily wounded, 
put an end to bis life ; and moft of the chief officers, fcom^ 
ing to outlive their general, or tp be n>ade prifoners by the 
Barbarians, followed his example* The greateft part of the 
cavalry cut their way through the ^nemy fword in hand, 
and made their efcape ; with them Vala ^^umonius, one of 
Varus's lieutenants, abandoning the foot, wbicb be comr 
manded, arrived fafe at the Rhine, where he foon afte^ pe- 
riihed as a deferter, but of what kind of death our author 
has not thought fit to acquaint us. Cefonius, another of 
Varus's lieutenants, after the retreat of the cavalry, the 
death of Varus, and moft of the other officers, was for 
furrendering at difcretion. This motion cod him his lifeil 
for he was immediately tried as a covi^ard by the furviving 
officers, fentenced to death, and executed. A very fmall 
number of the Jegionaries, and fcarce any officers, being 

left 
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left alive, the enemy fell upon the baggage. In the mean 
dme the Roman trumpets founding, probably to call thofe 
together who were difperfed in the foreft, the Barbarians 
imagined that Afprenas, who was quartered at a fmall dif- 
tance from that neighbourhood, was come to the afliftance 
of his countrymen ; and therefore they retired in the night) 
and gave the few legionaries, who outlived that fatal day^ 
an opportunity of faving themfelves by flight. Thus were Mofloftkt 
three complete legions, and fix cohorts, almofl: entirely cut ^gionarUf 
off; the grcateft overthrow, if Velleius is to be credited, ^^'^ 
the Romans had received ever fince the defeat of CraflTus by 
theParthians^ 

The legions that perifhed on this occafion were the bell Yn of Fl. 
of the whole empire for valour, difcipline, and experience ; . **5'- 
fo that the news of this lofs threw the city into the utmoft y'cij^i 
confternation. Auguftus, upon the firft advice of fo dread- ' ^ \ 
fill and unexpe&ed an overthrow, tore his garment, and, in ThconeerM 
a phrenzy, beat his head againft the Wall, crying out, <^Re- ofAugvf- 
ftorc the legions. Varus r This ejaculation he repeated '*'• 
occafionally in the trsgiifports of his grief for feveral months, 
ktting his hair and beard grow, and abandoning himfelf en* 
tirely to grief and forrow : however, he did not forget to 
provide, with all poflible care, for the fafety of Rome and 
Italy ; he placed guards in all quarters of the city, to pre- 
vent tumults and difturbances ; h6 raifed new levies, oblig- 
ing all the Roman youth, who were able to bear arms, to 
lift themfelves, confifcating the eftates of fuch as refufed to 
give in their names^ and even threatening the moft refrac* 
tory with death : Auguftus vowed the great games to Ju- 
piter, a ftep which had been formerly taken in the wars 
with the Marfi and Cimbri \ and never, forgot this fatal day, 
but obferved it for the remaining part of his life as a day of 
mourning. 

As the emperor afcribed this fatal overthrow to the anger 
of the gods, and gavp credit to feveral pretended pro- 
digies (D), his fears were not quite removed till the enfu- 

IDio^ p. 58i^>5S5. Vel. Paterc. lib. ii. cap. 117* Tacit Annal. 
lib. i. cap. 62. 

(D) The temple of Mars was wards that country, changed its 

ftruck with lightning : a fwarm poflure, and turned its face to- . 

of graihoppers appeared near the wards Italy. Thefe pretended 

city, and were difperfed by the prodigies gave the old emperor 

f wallows : great rocks fell from great uneaiinefs, which was not 

the top of the Alps, and fire was removed till the next year, 

fcen to iflue out of the ground when Tiberius entered Ger- 

in various places : a ftatue of many at the head of a numerous 
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ittg year, when Tiberius, after the Qkftion of th« new c5n* 
fulsj F. Cornelius Qolabella and C Junius Sil^niiSy l^vipg 
Rome, pafled the Alps, and, entering Germany, obliged 
the rebels, though eli^ted with their late fucqef^, tp retire 
from the nelghbourhopd of the Rhine, a^d 1^7 afide all 
tjiougbtg of railing difturbance3 in Gaul. Jn the l^tti^r epd 
qf the year he celebrated the birth-day of Auguftns in his 
camp with public games, and thep retired tq Rome ^. 

This year the poet Ovid was banished to Tomo? (E), pn 
ipme acicount which we cannot explain \ probably iqj vf^ 
pudenf intr^fion into the privacies of AugU^M^i as he \^^^ 
felf hints in his Tridia". The pretence Apguftua V^^ 
ufe of for baniihing him, W9s» the lafcivious books he had 
written of the Arjt of Love j whence Sidonius ApoUinsiiist 
and others, afcribe his difgrace to the lewdnefs of bis j?fiuf($», 
as he does himfelf, in feverai placje^ pf hi? works, put of 
complaifance tq' Auguftus, and tq prftY.ent >ny farther in- 
quiries* It is very tertain, ithat :he W9A in high fayqur with 
Auguftus Iqng a&er be faa4 publifbed bi^ ^onks of Iqv^ ; for 
whieb we cannat believe 4hat th^ jewpercNT wqu}d bairp in- 
flj(3:ed fo fevexe a puniAuxieat, ^fyAx himfelf had writtea 
v^rfes of .that nature, fome/sf wbicfc. baye regiphed qijtf 
times, and are xvmfi Ccandalous tban an^ we r^d in 
Ovid, jyhateyer was tb^ true .caufc ^ Jms difgraqe ^nd 
baniibment, he was cpnfin^d to an inbafpitabl^ cUm^t^i 
»nd there lived to thye hour qf his.diSAtb> without cv/?r be* 
ing able to pijevail upon ihe emperor,, eiiibi^r bjr his fri^n'^, 
or his affeaing.!lett<r6, to.miiigatc Ae rigour of th^ fiift 
fentencc, by remjewitw him Ao a moce friendly climate. 

Ne»t year, M. iBmuiu^ tepidus and T, Statiliqs Taurus 
b^ing confuls, Auguftu$;pubUfl»Qdan edi^« forbidding ^V 
ai:^urs, aftrologers, %nd fprtuneHt«lJ«i:«» (to iitter> .^itb/eria 
private or in public, prediftions concerning the death pf ^f 
perfon whatever ; not that he was under any apprehen- 
iion himfelf, faysour biftqrian* for heihad caufed his nati# 
.vity to be calculated, and pi^licly.eitpofed, but pn ag^ounX 
of the difturbances which thofe impoftors had occafioned 
in fome noble families. Helikewife revived the edid fbf« 

P Dio, il>i4. p. ^^. f QvifJ. .Tri<l^}ib.fi.^ Ai]gu(ir.« 



(E) Topaos, Tomi^ or To- 
.mi§, ftopd oj> the ,?uxioc fea. 
..aod VV38 tf)e nietropolispf J^pw- 
ijr Moefia, Tl?te J^n^ieot city qf 
]ir,9«io8 is ^t.prefent, accor.dias; 
S9 Nig^r, called C^nft^;)tia; 
according* to Ccelius Calcagiji- 



.ngs, Tenoi.efCT?r| according to 
G^qfsni^f^ %\pyf or ICiovia; 
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bidding any of the equeftrian order to fight in- the arena ^ 
threatening fuch as fliould dare to tranfgrefs it with in- 
famy, the confifcation of their eftates, and even death. He 
Extended his care to the diftant provinces^ ordering that rq 
public honours fiiould be beftowed on the governors fent 
thither, during the time of their adnjiniftration, nor vi^ithia 
fixty days after their departure. The haughty and impe- 
rious behaviour of fome proconfuls and propraetors gave rife 
to this edict ; the emperor judging, that extraordinary ho- 
nours iufpired them with pride, and made them look upon 
thofe over whom they were placed with an eye of contempt. 
As there were this year fixteen perfons of diftinftion who 
flood for the prsetorihip, Auguftus,* unwilling to difguft any" 
of the candidates, named them all to that dignity; but next 
year reduced their number again to twelve. He raifed 
Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, by his firft wife Vipfania 
Agrippina, to the quaeftorfliip, though he had not yet attain- 
ed the age reqiured for the difcharge of that employment ; 
and named Germanicus conful for the enfuing year*. He » 

afterwards fent both Tiberius and Germanicus into Ger- Ttbtrius 
many, at the head of two very numerous armies ; but, ^*^ f'^''- 
during the whole cahapaign, they^did nothing which hifto^ ntanicus 
rians have thought worth recording ; they paffed the fum- Cgrmanf^ 
mer on or near the banks of the Rhine, contenting them- 
felvcs with keeping the Germans at a diftance, and pre* 
venting them from invading Gaul. About the middle of 
the autumn they repaffed the Alps, and returned to the 
capital, without having even attempted the redu£lion of 
ihe provinces which had fliaken off fhe yoke, and brought 
fo dreadful a calamity upon Rome. Upon their return, Xihepm 
Aqguftus honoured Tiberius with a triumph, which had ^ri^mphu 
been refufed, when he had a better claim to it?. 

Auguftus, not being able, on account of his great age, Vr. of Fl. 
to Bear the whole burden of publip affairs, named Tiberius **^o- 
for his colleague in the fovereign power; inverting him ^*P' !*• 
with a much more ample and extenfive authority than he ' * ^ ^* 
had ever granted to his fon-in-law and faithful minifter isajfociattd 
Agrippa. The decree, which the confcript fathers paffed loith Au* 
in favour of Tibferius, was couched iii the following terms : ^«A^ « 
.** At the requeft of the people of Rome, we grant to Caius '^f/*''^'* 
Julius Cxfar Tiberius the fame authority over the pro- '''''^*'^* 
tinces, and all the armies of the Roman ilate, which Au- 
guftus has held, which lie ftiU retains, and which we pray 
the gods he may long enjoy "J." This decree, which put 

" Dio, ibid. p« 586. P Dio, p. 5S6. % Veil. PatercuK lib. ii. 
cap. 111. 
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Hberius upon a level with Auguftus^ was propofed, ac** 

cording to Suetonius % by the confulS} no doubt, at the r&» 

queft, or rather by the cofnmand, of Auguftus. Next year, 

Gernlaiiicus Caefar and Fonteius Capito being confuls, Au- 

UBtls gu'lus, by a fpecial edi£l, declared the a^thors of all lam-^ 

krokght poonsy and fatirical writings, attacking or blackening the 

wn<kr tkt reputation of any perfon whatever, guilty of high treafon, 

^"^^fma* jijj^j punifliable with death. In the times of the republic^ 

■'^* ad^ions indeed were punifhed, fays Tacitus, but words 

w^re free ; Auguftus was the iirft who brought libels under 

the penalties of the law of majefty, or of treafom 

Towards the end of this year, Auguftus wrote two let- 
ters, one to the fenate, recommending Germanicus to the 
confcript fathers, and another to Tiberius, recommending the 
fenate to his refpeft and attention. In his letter to the fe- 
nate, he begged the fathers not to be at the trouble of wait- 
ing upon him, according to their cuftom, at his houfe; 
adding, that he hoped they would difpenfe with him for 
not attending in the fenate-houfe as formerly, fuch. an 
attendance being very inconvenient to him 'on account of 
his age : he defired, they would appoint him twenty coun- 
fellors out of their body, with whom he might advife in 
matters of importance relating to the ilate. The fenate 
readily granted his requeft, and decreed, that whatever he 
fliould refolve upon with the twenty fenators afligned him, 
the confuls for the year, the confuls ele£t, and his adopted 
fon and nephew, fhould have the fame force as if voted and 
A^^/fus pailed in the fenate*. In the following year, when C. 
riiuws his Sillus and L. Munacius Fiancus were confuls, the fourth 
'*''*' *-^^* term of his ten years being near ended, he accepted, with 
jSh'timt. fceming reluftance, of the government of the republic for 
ten years longer ; and, at the fame time, renewed the tri« 
* bunitial power in favour of Tiberius, for the fame term'. 
He impowered Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, to ftand for the 
<:onfulate after two years, though he had not yet^difcharg* 
ed the office of praetor ; but, as both he and Germanicus 
had places in the fenate, and it was natural to fuppofe, that 
their fentiments were thofe of Auguftus, which none of 
the confcript fathers would venture to contradid:, he order^ 
ed them not to vote, or declare their opinion^ in fuch 
matters as were debated by the confcript fathers. Auguftus, 
having thus fettled matters at home, and made his will, 
which he delivered to the Veftal virgins, refolved once 
more to attempt the reduction pf Germany. 

r Suet, in Tiber, k Tacit. Anoal^ lib. u cap. 3% • Dio, ibid, 

p. 58S.. _ 'Iden^, ibid. 

With 



With this view, he raifed two numerous armies^ oti€ td 
be commanded by Tiberius^' and the other by Germanicusi 
The latter was ordered to march^hi^ year into Gaul, and Sendi t^tf* 
from thence td invade the countries, which, at the inftiga-*^ manicus 
tioa of Arminius, had withdrawn their obedience from '"'^ ^*^'^ 
Rome. Tiberius wa? appointed to lead his army into Illy- **?* 
ricuni, and penetrate on that fide into the kingdom of Ma* 
roboduus, which the Romans had not yet fubdued. Au- 
gufluSf however, kept him at Rome all this;, and part o^ 
the following year, when Sextus Fompeius, and Sextus 
Apuleius were raifed to the confulate 2 the fdrmer was 
grandfon to the famous'Sextus Pompeius, whofe war with 
Auguftus we have related : his colleague Apuleius was one o^ 
the emperor's chief favourites, and is faid to have prevailed 
upon him to change the fentence of death, wifich he firft 

« pronounced againft Ovid, into that of pei-petiial banifli- 
ment. During their adminiftration, Auguflfus, taking Ti- 
berius for his colleague in the cenforfhip, made a third A thifd 
cenfus, by which it appeared, that the number of the Ro- <'^»/w* 

^ man people amounted to four million one hundred and ^ 

thirty-feven thoufand, counting women and children as 
well as men ". While the ceremony was performing in 
the field of Mars, an eagle was obferved to fly feveral times Prttdigia 
-round Auguftus, and then alight on a neighbouring teinple P''/fi'S'»g 
over the firfl; letter of Agrippa's name. This incidetit was ^" '^'^'^* 
looked upon not only by the multitude,, but by Auguftus 
himfelf, as an onien of his approaching endi He there- 
foj"e ordered his colleague Tiberius to make the vows which 
were ufual at the time of the cenfus, for the fafety of the 
Roman ftate, and the profperity o^ the citizens ; faying^ 
that he would not make vows which he (hould not live to - 
perform " (F). 

It 

« Suet. lib. iL cap* 97. Gruter. tnfcript* p. A 36. ^ iSuet ibid, 

(F) He was confirmed in this . ranked ^mong the gods ; the 

opinion by feveral other prodi* word a/ar^ which was the re« 

gies : the firft letter of his maining part of his name, fig<* 

name, in an infcription on the nifying a god in the Hetfufcan 

pedeflal of one of his (latues, language« To thefe two omens 

was ftruck off with lightning ; Dio adds a third, which, in his 

and the. foothfayers, who were, opinion, plainly prefaged his 

Gbnfulced on that occafion, de- imminent deaths It had been 

clared, that he had only an cuftomary, ever fince the death 

hundred days to live, the letter of Julius Caefar, to place his 

C ftanding for that number chair, with a crown upon it, at 

ftmong the Latins :.thty added^ the public fports. In this chair 

that after his death he would be Auguftus uled to Etj when he . 

Vol. XII. f alfiftfd 
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Aumflus ^^ l>cing now time for Tiberms to kave Home* aad fet 

f^oes to out for lilyricum^ Auguftus, to the great fi>rprize of th^ 

^fUs. whole city, declared his intention of accompanyiiig him ai 

far as Beneyentum, and pVrfuing his journey from thence 

to Naples in Campai^iai in order to af&ft at ttoe foleipa 

fports which were to hie exhibited on his ap»proaching birth* 

day. As l)e found his ftrength decaying apaoe^ he promifed 

bimfelf no fmall benefit from the whotefpme air o£ Cam* 

pania, efpecially of Naples, whither many RcHanans ufed to 

refort for the recovery of their health ^^ and this was the 

true motive of bis fuddenvand nnexpci^ed refolution* He 

performed the journey with uncommon chearfulnefs and 

alacrity, attended by his beloved Livia. At Beneventuni 

, he parted with Tiberius, a^id purfued his journey to Na{iles» 

where he was received with all poflible demonftrations of 

// ta}e» Hi joy. After he had fpent fome tiihe at Naples very agree- 

•« /lis r#. ably, and aiEfted at the public fport^^ he was feized with a 

'*'■"• diarrhoea J a dangerous diftemper in a pcrfon of bis years. 

He therefore rcfoliFed, before bis ftrength failed him» to 

return to Rome j and accordingly, leaving Napks^^ fet out 

for his capital ; but his iiln^fs increafin^ notwithftaoding 

all the remedies prefcribed by^he pby&ctafns who aittendcd 

him, he was obliged to ftop at Nola in Campania. 

rikiriuj Livia, apprifcd that his end was near, difpatched mefleo* 

^yjc'- bi g^rg repeatedly to Tiberius, acquaiodng him with the ftatc 

ivta. ^£ j.j^^ emperor's health, and preffiiig him to return witji all 

expedition. Tibeuusi upon the receipt of his mother's 

letters, immediately left Illyricum, and flew to Nola^ where 

he found Auguftus alive, and received his lafi: injlruc* 

tions *. 

The old emperor looked upim deaith with great intr^l* 
dity. He difcourfed very chearfuUy with, his iuetimate 

X Veil. I^aterc. lib. ii. cap. laS. 

aflided at the (hews ; but it hap- Auguftus wrote a (hort account 

pened to be emptj wbile the of the chief ackioos of his Hfr, 

fports were exhibiting this year which he cauicicb to be engravoi 

in honour of Auguflus, a fool on brafs, and placed over, his 

placedhiinfclfia.it, and, tak- tomb* (2). Great part of this, 

iffg up the crown, put it upon valuable monument has^ beea 

his head; and hence it was tcanlmittedtous intheMarmor 

concluded, that the fovereiga A^icyranum, and is to be feeib 

power, iignified byr the crown, intheinfcrxptionaoftheleacBed. 

would foon pafs into other Grucer (3)^ 
hands (i)* lu the mean time, 

(i) Uo, lib. M. p. 58c. (a) Si^*t.:Ub» U-^Cap^ ulfc Wio, p* $9^ 
(3} Gtuur,laicnpt»p. it20. , 

f(iie;i^9t 
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tA6f)A4f g^lrfg them ittatiy wife and ufcfui inftruGiohs fe^ 
luting to tlk^ Aiaiiagehient of their private affairs, and thofe 
of the ^biic. In fpeaking of his own aftions, he told 
the^ that ** he had fouiid Rome of brick, but left it of 
AvarMe ;^ sdludlhg, bf tTiis expreflion, fays Dio CafTius, not 
fo mtieh to tlie t^autjr and ftatelinefs of the buildings, as 
fb the majcfty, grandeur, and firninefs of the empire. In 
his laft motiieats he called for a mirror ; and, having caufed 
his hair to be adjufted, and his wrinkled cheeks to hi 
flnoothed, aa^ was cuftomary among the ftage-players, he 
a&ed hi« friertds with a languifhing vo?ce, " Whether \i€ 
had aclcd his part well ?** They anfwering in the affirma- 
tive, ** Difirtifs me, then, with, a plaudit (faid he), for t 
flm goitig off the ftagc.'* Finally, fixing his eyes on Livia* 
wbo held hini' in her arms, he defired hef to ** remember ^ 
ttdr marriage, and the ties which had kept their hearts fd j^'/^'*'** 
long united; and then quietly expired ^ 

Thus died the celebrated Auguftus, on the nineteenth o^ Vr. cf F?* 
Auguft) which month -^i^as fo named from him, the fame a *?f*' 
day on which he had entered upon his firft coiifulfliip. He u c. 7'^^ 
liad lived fe^enty-five years, ten months^ and twenty-fix ' 
dfoys;' aild reigned, from' his firft confulfliip, fifty-fix years, Livia/uf* 
iHit, from the battle of Aftiurti, only forty-three. Li via P^^^^ </ 
was Cufpedlfed df having haftened the emperor's death, fear- f''^'"^. 
ing he might be reconciled, on hiV return to Rome, witb /lif^mt^ 
hi9 gVattdfon' Agrippa Pofthuttius, whom jie had privately 
irifited- fome months before, in the ifland of Planafia. He 
ittade this little excurfion attended by Fabius Maximus alone, 
without rtie ptivity of Liyia, 'Tiberius, or any other of hiii 
moft faithful and trufty favburltes. Fabius difclofed the fe-* 
erct to his wife Martia, and flie to Livia 1 and thence the' 
emperrt* kridM/', that the fecret was betrayed i a cifcum* 
ftance which fo provoked him againft Fabius^ that when hd 
came to wait upon* him the next morning, he bade him 
•* ctemallf farewell.** Fabius did tiot long furVive his diC* 

Eracc ; but foon after deftroyed himfelf *. iThe fufpicion, 
owever, that Livta haftened tl^e death of Auguftus with 
poifoned figs, fcems to be mere caltimny. 

The body of the deceafed ettipefor was tofhe from Nola ftff ^^ 
to Bovillxj^ in tlje neighbourhood of Rome, on the ihoulders ^^^^v^i 
q{ the chief naagiftrates of the 'colonics of the municipal '^ R<^^f^~ 
towns on the roaul. At Bovillas it was received by the Ro"*' 
man iDiugb4»^ and by diem conveyed to Aome, ahdexpofed 
, lA the poisch of the iiiS^erlal palace on Mount Palatine. 

7 S«9t. ki^OEtkr. eap. 99. VaU« Pktercul. Hb. ii. cap. 12S. Hio^ # 
f' 590. .« Xacit, AitnaU Ub. l cap. 5. ^ 
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Tiberiu's, in virtue of the tribunitial powfcr with which he 

was inyeded, appointed the fenate to meet next day ; but 

would (tilFcr no other buGnefs to be tranfa£ledt than what 

related to the funeral of his deceafed father. In the firft 

place^ his lad will was brought in by the Veftal virgins, and 

read aloud by Folybius, one of Auguftus's freedmen, . It 

His vfili, began thus : *^ Since the gods have been pleafed to deprive 

me of my grandchildren Caius and Lucius, I declare 11- 

berius my heir," &c. By the fame will Tiberius and Livia 

. were appointed his firft heirs, his grandchildren, and their 

children, his fecond, and the great men of Rome his third 

heirs : Livia was adopted into the Julian family, and ho* 

MdUga- noured with the title of Augufta. To the Roman people 

€ies, ' he left, as a legacy, four hundred thoufand great fefterccsj 

to the populace thirty-five thoufand ; to every common fol- 

dier of the pr«torian guards a thoufand fmall feftcrces ; and 

to every foldier of the Roman legions three hundred (H). 

His laft will, being read, Drufus produced to the con- 

touf *wtit- fcript fathers four fmalLbooks, written by the deceafed em- 

kfa ■ peror -, |he firft of which contained regulations relating to 

^ '** the ceremony of his obfequies ; the fecond was a journal 

of the moft memorable anions of his life, which, by bl$ 

laft will, he ordered to be engraved on the pillars of brafs, 

which fupported the frontifpiece of his ftately maufolcum. 

Great part of this journj^l Ras, been preferved in an ancient 

marble, found about an hundred and fifty years fince in the 

city of Ancyra *. The third book contained a fummary of 

the ftrength and inconie of the empire, the number of the 

Romans and auxiliaries in pay, the condition of the navy, 

of the feveral kingdoms paying tribute, and of the various 

provinces and their revenues, with the ftate of the trcafuryj 

the expences of the empire, and the demands upon the 

public. This regifter was all written with Auguftus's own 

hand. The fourth book was a colleftion of inftru£iioiw for 

the ufe of Tiberius, and the other governors and magiftrates 

of the republic, whom he advifed to abandon all thoughts 

of extending the limits of the empire by new conqucfts *. 

a Vide Grutcr..Infcript. p. 130. b Suet, hi Tiber. 

(H) From fevcral^expreffions nity the title of emperor; and 

in private letters of Auguftufe, confequcntly, that he did not 

quoted by Suetonius, it plainly adopt him out of comptaifance 

appears, that Auguflus bad a to Livia, nor a fecrec ambioon 

real'valueand fincerc afFeftion ofcnhancing his own refutation 

fot, Tiberius ; that he looked with poftcrity, by giving the 

upon him as the only perfon Romans an ena^pcror of fucfa > 

capable of fupporting with dig* bad chara^er., - 

The 
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"The fttheral honoars were liext confiderecf, when AGnius opinions of 
Oallus moved, that the funeral Ihould pafs through the tri- theftnators 
vrmphal gate ; Lucius Arruntius propofed, that the titles of K^iating to 
all the laws he had made, and the names of all the nations *'' fun^^i 
he had conquered, (hould be carried before the corpfe. Some *y '"'• 
vrere of opinion, that, on the day of his fuijeral, all the ma- 
giftrates and knights ihould, in token of their grief, wear 
iron, inftead of their gold-rings; and that, to eternize his 
memory, not only the month l^tilis, but the whole time he 
had lived, fhouid bear his name, and be ftyled fecutum Au-* 
. guftum, that is, the dge of Auguftm. Valerius Meffala, de- 
parting from the nratter in queftion, added, that the oath 
of allegiance to Tiberius (hould be renewed every year, 
Tiberius, fttrprifed at this unexpeftedpropofal, afked him, 
whether he had made that motion at his inftigation ? ** I 
fybke it (anfwered Meflala with a new tnrn of flattery) as 
my^own opinion ; nor will I ever be controled by aily man 
in things which concern the welfare of the public, let who 
will be provoked at my freedom ^" The fenators at length 
agreed to carry the body of the deceafed emperor to the fu- 
neralpile on their ihoulders: but this ceremony Tiberius 
would not fuffer ; he even commanded the people to re- 
ftrain their zeal, and not to infifl: upon having his body 
burnt, as Julius Cacfar's had been, rather in the forum than %' 

in the field of Mars, which was the place appointed. How- 
ever, his funeral was performed with the greateft pomp and 
magnificence that had ever been feen in Rome : Drufus 
read from the roftra a (hort elogium of the deceafed empe- 
ror ; and Tiberius pronounced his funeral oration in the fo«^ 
rum, which was received with the applaufe it dcr^rved, as 
a mafterly compofition •*. When fire was ftt to his pile, His ho^ 
an eagle was let loofe from the top, to carry his foul to burnt in thi 
heaven.- Livia, and with her fome of the chief men among ^'"^"^ 
the kn^btS) continued for five days together in the field of ^^^^^^* 
Mars, collefli^ the aflies and the bones which the flames 
had {pared. Thefe Livia enclofed in an urn of gold, which 
ihe depoGted in the magnificent maufoleum, which Auguf- 
tus had long before built in a grove between the Tiber and 
the Flaminian Way. It was decreed, that men {hould 
mourn for him according to cuftom, that is, about three 
weeks ; but women a whole year, probably from^ refpedt 
to Livia. 
' As foon as. the funeral was over,, divine worfhip was de- Divine ko^ 
• creed him, with a temple and priefts : the houfe in which noursde- 
he was born, that in which he died, and mod of the houfcs ^'^^^^ ^"•* 

« Tacit AAaaU.lib* i« cap. if. ^ Die, lib. IvL p. J98. 
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19 which he W lived, w«r< chaiiged into fanftntrioi. XI* 

via, novir Julia Augu(la, afiuim^ the office of chief priefteft 
of the new deity, and made a pr^cfU of ten tl^Hifand great 
fefterces to a fenator, named Numtrius Atticus, who fo- 
lemnly declared, rupon oat)), itbac he had fecn the foul of 
Auguftus afcefidto heaven. Thi$ fiafale* which srasa^copy 
of that which Julius Prpc)ilu$ Md floany agea before ptrin 
lifhed concerning Romulus, wH ioon fpread abroad, and 
credited in aJl,! |he .provinces lCMbj«& to Rome: teuoiplei 
v^cre every w^ere ere^ed in honour of the dei&ed A ugnftns, 
and a new order of priefts was io^ituted* liberiusconfe- 
cr^tod u fan£ku^ry to his de<;£aieid father in hisown palace, 
and .cbofe tweptyrpf^e priefts front among the legators, 
naming himjlejf) hh fon Drufi(s«» a»d his oe^ew Geratajii* 
CU6, among the fir^ ^. 
Hh cia- It is generally agreed that Anguftus was no gre^t iieroia 
raaer. ^1^^ field ^f battle j but he undoubtedly poffeffe4 a fpecks 
qi courage oiuph .inore unco«ii»on and impontaiiH than a 
contempt of perfonal danger, in which the greateft wsnw 
' is often equalled by the mean^ft foidjer in baa ftmy. As ^b 
(he charge of cruelty which :bftdi been fo feverelyuiged 
^gfiinii the charafler of AugvftuSyit is a juib fqinoach e^^ai^ 
ly applicable to ^llhi$ conteitipcraries, withthi3differehoei 
that none of them lived to mapifeft a change )of4ifpo^txoci| 
Bvhereas, after he had eftabiiihed his authority and faJety 
pxi a fplid foundation, he exhirbked n4imbierle& proofs of 
(plemcQcy and ^good«>nature. If we coafider him as a fovct 
reign, it mud be owned that no priiice evi^c mt&cr&mad *A^ 
art of reigning better than he, nor ever oaade a better «& 
fii thefe talents. Dio Ca.flius juftly obfervea, that Augpibit 
would have been defervcdiy efteemed one of the beft ptiocea 
fhat ever fwayed a fceptre, had h$ not u£uiped, hut ir^pceiviBd 
/ the , fovercign power lawfully corivcyed to him from his 

^nceftoFS : but whether the wifi$ laws he pubiiihed, and the 
mildnefa with whiph he governed, after%is fovereigixty 
, was thoroughly eftabliihed, fufiiciently atoned for his iifurpr 
^tion, is what we fufamit to the jiidgiaent of ©Mr readers (H). 

Th« 
« Dio, p. 598W-600. Ticit. Kb. 1. cap, ir, 151 1?» 

(|f) A« we h^e net attemptr which do not faH within the 

cd to expufe his vices, it is but province of general htftory. 
iuiHce to ackn^lege his good 2n the firu place, when his 

<^uHlitie9 5' and the itader has 91 mithonty was once "^ " 



right to hp m^d^ acquainted eftgbltfced, he ma^e it hiff.^ 
with fome remarkable particu- fludy to redrefs the public grievr 
}4r« qf |iis il^e aj^d (opverfatioD, fnig^i i |Q fUjspreftihediforders 

^hici^ 
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Thcfifft meafiiretRatdiftinguifljcdthc rcign 6f TIbcnuS, Yr. of FI. 
iras the xmuder of young Agrippa^ whom he caufed to be 2262. 
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vhich had bcfcQ introduced hf 
the licentioufiiert of the ibf* 
dtieiy, during the civil wars; to 
fettle^ m all the prorinces* a 
lafting pcMCCi and to promote 
thehappineis and welfare of hit 
ihbje^ Some writers have 
dumght, that he would have 
refigned after his firft illaefs^ or 
at le$£t left Rome free at hit 
deaths had he not been per« 
fuadedy that other pretenders 
mnild have rifen up, and in* 
▼olved the rq)iiblic in new trou* 
bks. He enacted many esceU 
lent laws for the reformation of 
muiners, and extirpation of 
▼ice ; and it may be truly iaid^ 
chat virtue was never mdre 
coutitenaneed than in his reign* 
I£s fumptuary laws, and thoie 
againil bribery, adultery, unna- 
tund hid, and all kind of incon- 



difpatched 

liihed, a^lnll fires and i^unda* 
tions, to which it was fubjc^t, 
be divided it into fourteea re* 
gions or wards, appointed a pe* 
culiar magiArate for each ward^ 
and committing the care of each 
fireet to ibme citizen of dif- 
tindion. Thefe had under their 
command guards andwatchmeni 
who were to patrole all night to 
prevent fires, robberies, and 
other diforders: againft the 
inundations of the Tiber, which 
often laid the lower parts of the 
i:\ty under water, he clean fed 
and enlarged the bed of that 
river, which had been long 
4^hoaked up with rubbilh ; and 
that the dty might be the mor^ 
acceiSble on all fides, he took 
vpon himfelf the reparation of 
the Flaminian Way as far aa 
Ariminum, leaving the reft of 



U. C. 762. 



txnence, wroaght a great change . the public wavs to be mended 



in the city, where vice had 
long appeared bare*faced, and 
triumphed. After he bad re* 
formed the manners of the ci* 
ciaens, he applied himfelf to 
the embellilhing of the city. 
He latfed many public build- 
ings, among which the chief 
were, the forum, or court of 
juffice, the temple of Mars the 
Avenger, the temple of Apollo 
in Palatio, the temple of Jupt* 
ter the Thunderer in the Capi* 
tol, the portico of Lucius and 
Caius, ibe palaces of Livia and 
O^via, and the theatre of Mar* 
cellus. He repaired many old 
aemplea, and rebuik others, 
which had been defiroyed either 
hy dose or fire I enriching both 
^era and the reft with moft 
magnificent pre&nts. In order 
ao fecore the city, tbua cmbel- 



by fuch as had triumphed, and 
the charges to be defrayed oul 
of the fpoils of the enemy. 

As be had a particuW vene* 
ration for the memory of thofo 
heroes who had contributed to 
the advancement of the Romatt 
empire, he repaiircd all their 
monuments, retaining their old 
titles and infisriptions^and dedi- 
cating their dat vies ^in the tw^ 
porticoes of hisforum ; on which 
occaiion he declared in an edi6b, 
that his defign was to propof^ 
th^m as a pattern and example, 
by which he himielf, and the 
princes who (hould fucceed^him, 
might frame themfelves, and re- 
gulate their condudi. 

Hehejd it for an infallible 
maxim, that war was never to 
be undertaken, nor a battle 
fought, but when the advantage 

P 4 hoped 
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difpatched by a military tribune) in ^ofe cif ftody Ke was at 
that time, before he .fuffercd Auguftus's death to be made 

public. 



hoped for wai apparently greater ^ 
than the loft feared; "for 
thofe who hazard much (faid 
"'be) to gain but little, are like, 
men who fi(h with hooks of 
gold, the lofs of vfjuich will 
hardly be repaired by what they 
catch." He ufed toobferve, that 
raihnefs and precipitancy were 

■" the greatell faultis in a general ; 
whence he had this faying fre* 
quently in his mouth, ** Feftina 
lente," which is much the fame 
in fenfe with our common pro- 
verb^ <'No more hafte than 
good fpecd,'* 

He was no lefs careful in ad^ 
miniilering juftice, than fevcre 
in exacting military difcipline ; 
§0T he not only appointed fuch 
judges as were men of known 
integrity, but was himfelf very 
affiduoas in hearingcaufes, often^ 
fitting up with great patience 
the greateft part of the night : 
when he was, by any indifpofii 
lion, confined to his palace, he 
ufed then to hear caufes in his 
own room, lying on a ooucb, 

' thinking the admini drat ton of 
juftice the chief and indifpenf- 
able duty of a prince. Not- 
VrithAanding his alliduity in 
hearing caufes, ^and continual 
fipplication, he was at all hours 
ready to give audience even to 
the meaneft of the people, to 
jiear their complaints, and re- 
ceive their petitions ; and be- 
cawfe one prefented him his re- 
quefl fomewhat timorouily, he 
7)leafantly rebuked him, faying, 
1* That he had delivered his 
petition to him as if he had been 
prefenting fomething to an ele- 
phant.** To encourage perfons 
ef a}! r^nks to recur freely tp 



him, he carefully ' avoided all 
outward appearance of gran- 
deur. He never went to the 
fenate without fainting all the 
ienatorsy in the order they fat, 
each of them by his own name ; 
and, at his -departure, took his 
leave of them in the fame man* 
nen He afiilled in perfon at 
all public and private feafis and 
entertainments, till he began 
to be in years, and could no 
longer hear the inconveniences 
of a croud. He had fo great 
an averfion to the title of domi* 
nus, or lord, that he looked 
upon it as a. reproach ; and even 
piiblifhed an edt£^, forbidding 
any one, his own chlhlren and 
grandchildren not excepted, to 
give him that title. In the a^ 
lemblies held ibr the eledion of 
magiftrates, he gave his vote in 
his own tribe, as if he had been 
one of the peopk^ and, in the 
courts of judicature, he not 
only fufFered hiniifelf to be in- 
terrogated, but allowed .the 
judges and advocates of the ad* 
verfe party fo obje^fc againflhis 
depofition. How great and 
powerful foever his lavourites 
were in Rome, he would not 
allow them any exemption from 
the judiciary laws, nor even rc- 
comtnend them to the judges^ 
Of all the criminals andaccui'ed 
perfons, in his time, he faved 
but one, by whofe means he 
had difcovered a oonfpiracy 
fermed againll him; and him 
he prefervedby prevailing upon 
his accufer to withdraw his ac- 
cufation. The ancients give 
us feveral indances of his cle- 
mency, even after his authority 
was thoroughly eflabliihed. Ju* 



py]blsc« TU>eaiK avoided mentioning dus ttahfaftion in die 
feiiat€ \ vet faq^ies • the world fiiould hare believed that it 
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niua Novatus ptfbU(hed « letter 
full of bitter invei^ives agaiuft 
him in the name of young Agrip^ 
pa^ for which of&nce Auguilus 
only laid a fmall fine upon hitn* 
Caffius PacaTiiuu havipg declar* 
ed boldly/ at a public enterr 
t^tLment^ that he neither want- 
ed will ncNT courage to rid Rom^ 
of hier new^motiarch ; Aueuftus 
contented himfelf with ordering 
him to depart Rome* u^mi- 
liua ^lianus being accufed, a- 
xnon^ other thmgs, of /peaking 
pf him . with great concempt, 
the emperor, turning to the in- 
former* and pretending to be 
in a great rage» *' I wi(h, with 
'all my heart, you could prove 
it (faid he) : if you did, I 
would make iSlianus know, that 
I have a tongue a^ well as he, 
and can fay tmce a$^much of 
him*" He refented it no far- 
ther* Tiberius, likewife, comp 
plaining in a letter to him of 
the intolence <^ iElianus, he 
xetarned him thisanfwer: ^^ Do 
pot, my dear Tiberius, indulge 
too much in this cafe your paf* 
£on :• let us defpife words, and 
ibink ourfelves happy if they 
can do us.no greater harm*" 

As for hift liberality it knew 
no bounds; he Qonilantly fup- 
plied.with corn above a hun- 
dred thoufand families. He 
frequently preiented the people 
iwith large fums, giving them 
fometimestwo, fometimesthcee, 
and fometimes four hundred 
fefierces a head, not excluding 
even the children. He was 
always ready to lend, without 
Intereft, any fum ,to fuch per- 
ions as were able to fecure him 
Imi {uinoipalf When be pub* 
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lifli^d the law, excluding from 
the iienate. fuch as. ..were no( 
worth twelve hundred thoufand 
feilerces, from pompaiSon for 
many noble families, .he. nu^ 
up that fam with his^wiifBOT 
ney. He exhibited, at an im« 
menfe charge, twenty-four 
(hews in. hl$ own name^ and 
tM^enty-three for other magif« 
trates, who wei'e either abfenti v 
or notable to bear theexpence. 
.Thus far of Auguilus as a pub- 
lic magiflfate : as to his dome£^ 
tic and .pirivat^ life, Suetoniiia 
reprefen^s him as a tender atyt 
careful parent, a conflant friend^ 
and both a fevere and j;entle 
maAer. Heedqcated his daugh* 
xerand her children with t^ 
utmoft^are, not allowing any 
but perfons of unbiemifhea cha- 
raders to luve accefs to theoi* 
His friendfliip, when once ac- 
quired, was firm and conilant: 
be notoaly rewarded his friends* 
Cervices, but patiently bore 
with their faults. His^ favour* 
ites fioqri(hed in honour and 
riches to the end of their lives. 
As to; bi& domeftics, he >CQn- 
ferred honourable employments^ 
and heaped richef upon fuch of 
(hein. as behaved well ; but Pro** 
cuius, a freedman, and one of * 
his chief favourites, he cauied 
to be put to death for carrying 
on intrigues with married wo- 
men. . Thallus, another freed- 
man, and his amanuenfls, hav- 
ing betrayed fome fecrets for 
five hundred denarji, had his 
legs broken by bis order* Se- 
veral of his grandfoo Caius's at- 
tendants he commanded to be 
thrown headlong into a river, 
anddrown^i for levying mo- 
ney 
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%a6 done bf th« conniMiid ^ A«goftt»9 at if he hzdtnmb 
mined orders to the cribune who (yarded Ap yottdi^ to dtf> 

patch 



nef la their maftei's provuice 
.with<MitKbkaowkge. Htelato 
fMherto turn iQto mirth the 
timofouibefs of JMomedes^ an« 
other of bis freedmeiif than to 
impiiie it to imy malkioos de^ 
figiiy wheni walking withliim 
mlone, a wild boar coming fud- 
denly upon them) Diomedes, 
to feciire himfelf, made hold to 
thruft hit mailer to thebcuir. 
• He ap]>lied himfelf from hit 
youth to t^ie fludy of eloquence, 
and other liberal arts* During 
the war of Modena, hie is faid 
to have pailed no day, in the 
tnidd or his Mioft important 
ftiTairSi without reading, writ* 
ing, and declaiming. He wrote 
feveraibooks upon diferentfub* 
}e6b ; to wit. An anfwer to 
Srutus^s Cato ; Exhortations to 
the Study of PhiloTophy ; the 
Hiilory of his Life to the C»i- 
tabrian War, in thirteen books $ 
an epic poem, intituled Sicilia | 
and a book of Epigrama, which 
he compoied for the moft part 
in his baths : he began • a tra* 
gedy in a lo^ %le, but finding 
he could not proceed^ he esH 
punged what he had written r 
. and being aflced by his friends 
what wss become of Ajaz, who 
was the-Aibje^l of the pcFform^ 
ance, he anfwered, *« Ajax 
has dHpatched himfelf with a 
. fporige.** Though he was well 
acquainted with the Greek 
tongue, yet he neither fpoke it 
readily, nor ever ventured to 
icompofe any thing in ii; when 
he was obliged to ufe that lan- 
guage, be &ft wrote down his 
thoughts in Latin, and then 
eave them to another to tranf^ 
Site into Greek* His genarot- 



iity to Aieiiof karmiig was im« 
Itanited ; henee (6 many famoas 
wfiters flouri(hed in his tmie^ 
^at cbe age of Auguftua wiB 
ever be iodced«poa as the age 
of geoiusi elegMiee, and polite* 
nefs. 

The wtkers that tovtifliad in 
the reign of Auguftos are 4o 
well known, that it is afanoft (m^ 
perfluous to mei^tSon the attnet 
of Titus Livias, DSonyfius of 
Halicarnaftlis, Strabo, Afiains 
Foliio, Cornelius GaUos, Vk« 
gil, Horace, Ovid, TibuUus^ 
and Pfopertiva, who adorned 
this difttngn^fted period. Wit 
Ihalt onljr obfesve, that IStui 
Livius^ who wos a aarite of 
l^atavia, now Padua, wrote tha 
Roman hil^oty, from the (mm^ 
dation of the city to the d»tk 
of Drufus, in one hundred and 
forty boelcs, thirty-five of Which 
only ate extant, and eventhofe 
not foceeiiivej for the fecond 
decade is wanting. 

E^oayfitisHalicamaiten^s, af« 
ler the civil War. came to Rome, 
where he wre^ m Greek twenty 
books of (he jtoman antiqm* 
ties, of which we have Only the 
firft eleven remakung. 

Strs^ waa a nai^ve of Ama- 
&, a city of Cappadocia. He 
compofed divem works; hut 
nothing remains except his geo« 
graphy, in feventeen bc^t, 
«|fritten in Greek, andilili much 
in edeem. 

Afinius Pottio raifed himfelf 
from Bn ohicuse origin to the 
eonfular divinity. He was very 
lamiliar with Angudtia, and a 
gre#t friend of Virgil^ Horace, 
and other men of genius* He 
iiriptQ a hiftofy h &»eatoca 
book^y 
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pirtA liim upon the fir(j^ intelligence of IiJs deatli* ITic 
better to fupporttkia ftiwnjr, when the tribune^ according to 

the / 
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boQ]u» and fqme trfigedies; tut 
ivoiie of \a% worb h^ve reached 
Qur times. 

We have, in the courfe of 
the hiftory^ given fome account 
of ifce life and death of Corne- 
lt«8' Gallus, ivho was 4 nattye 
ofi'regus, of theeque^ianor- 
d^y xuL an eiscetient poet i but 
99np f^ W n^cki-fireextajnt. 

If& ig w«U known* tji^t Vir^ 
gU was a yeoman or &rmer o^ 
Mppiuai that Horace had ierv^ 
as a tribune in the army of 
Brutus; that the great friend 
9nd patron of both was the ce- 
lebrated Maecenas; and that 
Ovid was baniihed by A4iguf<* 
tus to Pofittts^' from whence he 
never -rettirned* though the raal 
caafe of bis exile is not kiiotvn* 
As ier the works of chofe three 
poesSf they are in evety body's 
bands, imd too well landerilood 
to lY^uire any criti£|ue in ;this 
|dace« 

' Aulas Albius TlbuUuSy who 
was a Ronuitt knight, wall ever 
be admired for the ciegance and 
lendecneft of his elegies, in 
wbidi luB hasao equal. 

Sextu^ Aurelius Propertius 
was a native of Umbraa, of 
equeilrian rank ; but his family 
being ruined in the war of Pe» 
nig^f betwixt 0£lavianus and 
tfab brother of Antony, he re«> 
- {mired to Rome, where, on ac» 
liount of his talent for eptgrs^ms 
«nd lyric poetry, he was muck 
^roured b^ Msecenaa, and lived 
infrieAdflupwith Qallus, Ovid, 
d^ifauUua, and other men of ge* 
jiius. The firft book of his 
islegjiea acquired the epithet of 
Jbfooobit^i fi^nifyingthe**^ 

i^foi^ Hi?cl€|ieiwcvi?ryfaf- 



$ona^e« thpugb not alvuvtys de* 
ce»t. His language is pure* 
hi3 vi\% terfe^ and beihas ipacie 
a yery^ h^Ppy ufe of fable VX 
animating bis verfes. 

In the midi!t of all his vlr« 
tues, he was ihamefutly iewd, 
and fcandalous' in his amours 
with married women. He did 
oot eyapi fpare jifhe wife of his 
Qffirn £ayottrite Mascenas, a^ has 
been already obienred. His own 
wife .I-iyia# out. of policy, in* 
dulg^d hip yiijious ipplJui^iona 
fo lar a3 to make it her budnela 
to bring hio;k acquainted with 
Aich women as (he thought he 
might like : he* employed many 
of his friends in the fame vijfe 
purpofe ; whkh gave occaOoti 
to fevera^ lampoons and (harp 
fatire^. He was likewlfe ac- 
ev(ed of un)iatural luil, and 
avarice : but the firft is an im- 
probable imputatbn, thrown 
upon him by his bittereft cne* 
mics, unfuftained by any proof; 
and the other charge is an ab- 
furd falfdiood, contradifted by 
the whole. tenor of his life. 
Suetonius obferves, that the fur-^ 
niture of bis houfe was iiot ricb 
eno8gh for a private perfon of 
any fade j and at the taking of 
Alexandria f. of all the queen's 
rich furaiture, he referred for 
himfeif only a porcelain cup. 
He was addii^ed to gaming, and 
took ^eat pleafure m playing at 
dice ; but Suetonius tells us, 
that he played only for his 4i- 
vefiion, and not out of a delire 
of winning bis friends' money. 
He was naturally very, fuper* 
ilitious, a great obferver of 
dreams, and looked upon the 
(ight OX ctatt9pnj; pf ipirds as 



220 ^^^ Rman Hijlitfy. 

the caftom of the army, acquainted Tiberiusy that faU 
inands were executed, he anfwercd, that he had givep na 
fuch commands ; and that he fliould be anfwerable tp the 
. fenate for what he had done. This circumftance alarmed 
Cnfpus Satluftius (I}, who was privyvtb all the fecret conn- 
fcls of Tiberius, and had fcnt the tribune the warrant : he 
knew it was equally dangerous to confefs the truth, and 
charge the emperor ; or to clear the emperor, and accufe 
himfelL . In this perplexity he had recourfe to Livia* ad- 
vidng her, ^' by no means to divulge the iecrets of the pa- 
lace, the counfels of the minifters, or the ferrices of the 
foldiery ; adding, that Tiberius fliould beware of weakenii^ 
the fovereign authority, by referring all things to the fenate, 
the nature of abfolute power being fuch as eould not be pre- 
ferved entire but in one pcrfon •.*' Livia followed the ad- 
vice of Sallttftius, and no farther mention was made of the 
murder of the young prince (K). * 

« Tacit. ArniaL lib.i. cap. 6. Dio, Tib. Ivi. p. 590. 

might'have rifen to the greateft 
honours of the ftate^; but, in 
imitation of Msbcenas, vsii&a^ 
hepropofed to lumfelf ioi bis 



infallible prefages. If, in the 
morning, his fboes were |^ven 
bim wrong, or the right-foot 
ihoe prefented to him icx the 
left^ he counted it ominous : if 
it rained when he was fetting 
out on a journey, he reckoned. 
it a iign of a fpeedy and happy 
return: he would never begin 
a journey the day after the nun- 
dinal, nor undertake any bufi- 
nefs of confequence upon the 
nones : he was fo afraid of thun- 
der and lightning, that be ear- 
ned a feal's (kin always about 
him ; imagining, as was then 
-generaHy believed, that it had 
&me fecret virtue againft thun- 
der ; but neverthelefs, for his 
greater fecurity, upon the leaft 
apprehenfion of a^ extraordi- 
nary ftorm, he ufed to feek for 
ilielter in a vault or cellar un- 
der-ground { I ), 

(I) Crifpus SalluAius was 
born of an eque (Irian family, 
great-nephew by a fifter to the 
iamous hiftorian Caius Salluf- 
tius, and by him a4opted. He 



pattern, be contented hieafelf 
with .the title of a Roman 
knight, though he had excelled 
in power many who had been 
didinguiihed with confulihips 
and' triumphs. In Maecenas's 
life-time be was next in favour 
with Augu^us, and, upon the 
death of that faithful counfel- 
lor, he became the chief confi- 
dant$ firft of Auguftus, and af- 
terwards of Tiberius, who le- 
pofed an entire, confidence in 
him. He was extremely nice in 
his drefs, expenfive in his man- 
ner of living, and not inferior 
in luxury and magnificence t9 
Maecenas himfelf; But could, 
upon any exigency, exert a vi- 

gmr equal to the greatefl af- 
irs, which he concealed un- 
der the appearance of inddence 
and floth. 

(K) Though^ the ai&ffio, 
•ckargfcd with the execmion of 



(j) Tacit. AnnaU lib. i^ Dio, p,»6oQ. 'Sueton. iii'Aug* 
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As foon as tb^ dieath of Auguftus was known at Rome, * 
the two confute, Sextos Pompcias and Sextus Apuleius, 
took firft the oath of fidelity to Tiberius, and then admi- 
niilered it to the fenate, the people, and the foldiery; for Ttherms 
Tiberius affcfiled to derive all his authority from the con- offf^s mm* 
fuls and'fenate, as if the ancient republic ftill fubfirtcd, and ^^' 
he were yet in fufpenfe about accepting or rejediing the fo- 
vcreign power : he even owrled, in his edift for fummon- 
ing the fenate, that he iffued it in virtue of the tribunitial 
power granted him under Auguftus, and that he claimed 
jio other authority, no other title, for having a fliare in the 
public adminiftration. Notwlthftanding this pretended mo- 
defty, from the moment Auguftus expired, he aflumed all 
the prerogatives of an abfolute prince, gave the word to the 
praetorian cohorts, placed guards about his perfon, went fo 
attended into the ftreets, and to the fenate, and wrote let- 
ters to the feveral armies in the undifguifed ftyle of one 
who was already mafter of the Roman empire. 

With the fenate he proceeded in a quite different man- 
ner : when the fathers offered him the government, he pre- 
tended * to ■ refufe- it, though he had already fecured it to 
hinifelf. He began to difcourfe of the greatnefs of the Ro- 
man empire, and, in modcft terms, of his own infufficiency ; He tiffeas 
telling them, that the divine' genius of Auguftus alone tcatdint 
was equal to fo great a charge 5 that, as for himfelf, he knew tkefo^** 
by experience how many difficulties, contingencies, and ^"^* 
dangers, are infeparably annexed to rule and fovereignty ; *****''''* 
and that, fince the city was fo happily repleniflied with 
great numbers of illuftrious patriots, they ought not to lay 
the whole burden of the adminiftration upon one perfon, 
but divide it among many. At this declaration, the fena- 
tors, who dreaded nothing fo much as to feem to underftand 
him, burft into tears, and, (jhrowing themfelves at his feet, ' 
embraced his knees, begging him, in the moft fervile man- 
ner imaginabie,' not to abandon them, but to take upon 
him a charge, to which none but himfelf was equal. Then 
Tiberius pretending to yield to their importunity, *' I am 
(faid he) unequal to the weight of the whole government j 
but if you think fit to entruft me with any fingle part, what- 
ever it be, I am ready to undertake it.'* Afinius Gallus (L) 

this cruel order, was a bold and him. In him ended the family 

refolute oenturion, or tribune, of Auguftus. 
as Suetonius calls him, and (L) Alinius &allus was the 

found young Agrippa unarmed, fon of the famous Alinius Pollio, 

and little apprehending fuch a the favourite of Auguftus, and 

delHny, yet it was with the Hit- great patron of learning. 



moft difficulty tha^he)£fpatched 
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tj&ng^ up, <^ t be^ to kncmr, Gosfa^ ((aid be)f what pait of 
the government vou defire for yoitr (hare/' Thk-unefll^ 
pe^ed demand ftartled TiberiuS} who for a- wbiie fteod 
mute; btft» recovering hin^elfy anfwered, that '^itiUbe* 
came his modefty to ehoofe or reje^ any partkalar brancB 
of the adminiftrationt wheR- he defirtd to be ezcafed frM 
Saverulfe- the whole.'* GalluS} peFceiviog him ofietided, as readily 
waiors in- replied, that be did not offer that qikeftioii^ as if he defigned 
tnr his dif- ^^ divide what was ia itfelf ifidivifible, but to convinee^him, 
t ^1^^^* i^y ]ji3 Q^j|. confeflion, that the commonwealth was but one 
body» and confequently could not be' governed but by the 
wifdom of one perfoa i then, continuing hi$ fpeech, he 
mai^e a long defcant upon the great merits and accomplKk* 
ments of Tiberius ; of his many victories and conqti^fts} 
and of the civil employments he bad long borile with great 
credit and reputation : but all this iattery did not calmtbe 
wrath of Tiberius^ who l>ad long baled Gkilltis for havit^ 
married Vipfania Agrippina, the daughter of Agrippa^ 
whom- Tiberius had been obliged by Ai^ufturtodiydrce, to 
make room for his daughter Julia. He fafpe£led that Afr' 
nius GaUusy by this match, defigned to raife hknfelf abovd 
the rank of a fubje£l ; and therefore,, upon this new pr<^ 
vocation, refolved to feize the firft opportunity of deliver^ 
ing himfelf from his fears by the death of his fuppofed rival* 
Lucius Arruiuius, Quintu6 Haterius, and Masnercus Scan' 
ius> likewife incurred^ on this occafiony the difpleafure ol 
Tiberius; Arruntius, hy a fpeech not mudi uqlike that ^ 
Gallus \ Hirtius,. by afluAg him, *' How long, Caefar', will 
you fu^er the commonwealth to remain deftituteof a headi" 
and Scaurus, for faying, by way of raillery, ** Thei« m 
room to hope, that Tiberius will at len^h yield to the eQ« 
treaties and prayers of the fenatei^ (iaice he het^not oppofisdy 
as he might, in virtue of his tribunttial power, the motimil 
of the confu'ls in his^behalf.'^ The ill-timed pleafure wfaicb 
thefe illuftrious citizeas^took-ki (hewing tfaemfelve^ wdtap^ 
prifed of Tiberius's real intentions, c<^t them dear ; for W 
afterwards facrificed them. all> under tstfidus pretences^ tb 
his jealoufy and fufpicions* 
9^ hid'^ Some other (enatoiis-fpdce fiill more boldly \ and yet We ist 
9ifsoffime not find, that Tiberiu^ever rcfented the liberty they had ta-- 
jfHAtors. j^gj^. ^Y\ty were not, in all likelihood, fo confiderabfe, either 
fbr their birth or ralents, as to give him any umbrage. Of 
thefe oncy no longer able to bear the ambiguity oi his an<» 
(wers, with which he held the fcnateinfufpqife, who wece- 
all the while at his feet, cried^out,^ " Let Tiberius either ac- 
cept of the empire, or declare in plain terms^ that he re<« 
jcQs it.** Another boldly ad^trefiim him^ <<Qther me» 

(faid^ 
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(faid be} perform flowly what tbef readUy pvoniife |, bilt 
you promife fla^irly wtiat yao have already p€rfenned ^ la 
this myfterious ^vay of dealing with the fenatei he bad two 
thii^ in view; the firfl: was^ to make the' world believe^ v 
ibat be hadbeen by the commpDweaith chofea aiid calledi 
to the empire \ a cireumftaftoewbicb wiould have been more 
gkMrious for him) thaa to owe it to the; iotiriguet of a w#« 
man» of to the adoptiQaof a fupeiratinttated prifiee^ tbe fe^^ 
cond thing be bad ki view was, to difeover the defigiw add 
inte»tk>ii3 of the greatt men^ asid thence be able Co diftiii'' 
gui(h bis friends from his eaemies &. Ax lengthy pretend* Trh^rw 
m^ to be overcome by the importwities of tbefatbera^ and ^^^'^S^ 
(^mplaining of the heavy bwden they laid upon fakn> be ^.yJ 
]fielded by degrees to their requeft» and in the end accepted, 
the government, but fo aa to give them bopeS) that he woiiU 
one day refign it* <' I accept the empire^ (faid he), and 
will hold it, tM fuchtime as you» confcript fatb^a, iiai 
your great prudence, ihall think fit to give repofe to my oM 
^ge.** Thus was Tiberius Clmuliue Drufiis i^ieiio (MJ, ijS» 

th« 

r Tacft. Annal. lib. L cap. ii» i». Suet< in 7ibei% cap» 14. XAop 
lib. Ivii. p. 601. t Tadt. ibicf. 



^(M) Tiberius was of the pa* 
toeiaa iansily ef the Claiuiit^ 
bocb bj the fiithec's fidey who 
waa defcended from TU)erius 
Nero, the fon of Appius Caeeua, 
and by the nit>th€r's, who was 
tbe daughter of Appius Pulcher, 
brother to the »id Tiberius 
Nero. He was st^ allied m 
• thC; fimily of the Livtr, by the 
adbptioa of bi»mother1 grand* 
fatber. The Livian fam ily was 
indeed plebeian, but ileverthe- 
Lsfe honoured with eight conAiL-^ 
atifSy two ceaibciliip^ one die* 
t»Cocfllip^ and three tritunphs. 
The father of Tiberius was. 
4|uaeflor to Julius Cae(&r,,and 
oommandedf his fleet in the 
Alexandriao. war; aEter wbicb 
he was, by the di^btqr^ re^ 
warded for his emiaentiAFvises, 
a^d appointed firfl poi^tifex \sl 
tbd rooiQ ofPubUusSeipio, and 
afterwards honoured with th^ 
command of the colonies which 



were 'feat into GauU Hotvever, 
when thedii^tofiwaa (kua, aod^ 
Biofi; o£ the feaatocs,- a^reben* 
iive of new troubles, were for 
palEngan ad of oblivion, Tibe» 
rius moved, that rew;irds might 
be beftowed on the tyrannicides. 
In the Perufian war he joined 
Lucius Antonius againft 06hi* 
vianus ; and though the reft* 
abandoned Lucius, yet he codd! 
never be prevailed upon to for- 
fkl^ hhn I fo that he was the 
onl^petfon who coatonuedivitbt 
him to the la(t. When the« 
dty of PerUiia was furr^ered, 
he made his efca^ to Fr«neile, 
and from theoce into Campa«- 
nia, where hearmed the flavea- 
with a de%n to oppoTe OQsk* 
vianus; biuc his undifciplined 
troops flying at the approach of 
OdUviami&Vvijb^nouS' la^ions^. 
be. was forced to flielter hink&li 
in Sicil)^, where he (laisd a/very 
(bfttc time,, being di%u(led with.* 
Pompey, 
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the fifty-fixth tear of bis agei r&ifed to the empire^ and m* 
vefted by tbe lenate and people with the fame unbounded 
(lower which Auguftus bad enjoyed* > - 

Tiberius had no fooner accepted the empire, than die fe* 
natqrd, in order to ingratiate themfelves with their new 
fovereign, were for heaping extraordinary honours oil hi» 
mother : fome prOpofed decreeing her the general title of 
Mother ; others that of Mother of her Country ; and almoft 
all moved, that to the name of Tiberius fliould be added» the 
Ms ingra- fon of Livia. But Tiberius, jealous of his mother's ^lory, an-* 
tHudg to his fwered, that public honours ought to be conferred on women 
^^ warily, and with a fparing hand \ adding, that he would 
vmm. ^£j^ jjj^ {2Lmc^ moderation m receiving the honours whiclr 
Ihould be offered to himfelf. He could not be prevailed 
upon to fuffer fo much as a lidor to be decreed her, though 
every Veftal enjoyed that mark of diftin6iion $ nay, he pro* 
kibitedthe railing her an altar in memory of her late adop<* 
tion into the Julian family, or paying her any honours of 
the like nature. Thus, from the very beginning of bis reign^ 
be requited, with the utmoft ingratitude, the infinite obli* 
' jgations he owed his mother ; being affaamed, as was com- 
Aionly believed, toacknowlege himfelf indebted for the cm- 
CrueUj to pire to the intrigues of a wom^n **. He proved a no lefs 
its wife cruel hufband than an undutiful fon. Julia had been long 
Jmiia^ flnce baniihed by her father into the ifland of P^ndataria»* 
on account of her fcandalous kwdnefs, and from thence, 
fome years after, removed to the city of Rhegium, on the* 
Streights of Sicily, where flie fufFered a lefs painful exile. 
Tiberius, in Auguftus's life-time, had profeffed great tender- 
nefs jand compaiSon for his unhappy wife 5 and often foli- 
ci^ed that prince to reinftate hqr in his favour : but he was 
no fooner declared emperor, thkn he (topped the fmall pen- 
Con which her father paid her yearly for her fupport ^ fo 

* TacitrAnna!. lib. u 

Pompcy, who neither deigned nefty granted, he returned to 

to admit him into his prefence, Rome with the reft of the ex- 

nor allowed him to nave the ilcs; where A uguft us falling in 

fafccs carried before him, though love with his wife Livia Dru- 

the time of hts pratorfhip was filla, obliged him to yield her* 
not expired. From Sicily he re- . to him, though flie had. already * 

tired into Greece, where he was borne feveral children, among 

kindly received by Marc Anto- the reft Tiberius, ai^ was 

ny, and entertained by him in a then pregnant* He died foon 

manlier fuitablc to his rank, till after, leaving behind him two 

a peace being concluded be- (bns, Tiberius and Drufus, fur- 



tweeh Antony, OftavianuSj and named Neioes*^ 
Pompey^ and a general ara- 



thaC 
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that the unfortunate prineefs, after a long feries of iAiferie6j n»k§ dki^ 
died of want in the fifteenth year of her banifliment ^ . Vif^u 

At the fame time Si^mpfonius Gracchus^ one of her chief SimpnmMi 
faVouriteS) was, by Tiberius*s order, put to death in the ^'^^^hft 
ifland of Cercina, tp which he had been confined by Au- 'JJ^J^tJ^^ 
guftus. He was defcended of one of the moil illuftrioua tyJu-itti^ 
'families in Rome, had a lively wit, great eloquence, and an mmrdtrui 
engaging addrefs and behaviour. With thefe parts he had ^ ^f'^- 
captivated the heart of Julia, and debauched her Mobile (he ^* •'^ 
Was yet Agrippa's wife ; neither did he break off his in- '^'' 
trigues with her, after Ihe was married to Tiberius j nay, 
he is fuppofed to have infpired her with contempt and 
averfion for her new hufband, and to h^ve dictated the 
letters which (he wrote to her father, full of bitternefs againit 
Tiberius. He had therefore been bahifhed by Auguitus to 
the ifland of Cercina, where be fuffered great miferies for 
fourteen years. But Tiberius, not judging baiiifliment ai^ 
adequate punifliment for the injuries Sempronius had done 
him, ordered Lucius Afprenas, proconful of Africa^ to fend 
a band of aiTaffins to difpatch him ; and this order was 
pun£tua)ly executed. 

But the principal obje^i of Tiberius, in the beginning of fi^ indea* 
his reign, was, to engage in his intereft his nephew Ger* '*'^"''' ^' 
manicus, who, on account of his extraordinary parts, and ^fniMW* 
fweet temper, was equally adored by the peoplie and fol- eta h Ais 
diery. Though he hated Germanicus in his heart, yet, hutri^* 
pretending a tender affeAion for him, after he had forbid 
the fenate to confer any particular honours on Livia, he 
recommended to them his nephew, and even aiked for him 
the proconfnlar power } which being granted, he immedi- 
ately difpatched into Germany perfons of the firft rank to 
acquaint him therewith, and condole with him, in his 
name^ on the death of Auguftus ^ (N). He then named 
twelve candidates for the praetorihip, among whom were 
Velleius Faterculus the hiftorian, and his brother. The fe- 
nate defired him to appoint more \ but as that number had 
been fettled by Auguftus, he not only refiifed to comply 
with their requeft, but bound himfelf by an oath never to 
depart from the regulations of his predeceflbr. The people 

1 Tacit. Aiinal. lib. i.cap. 53. Suet. lib. m* cap. 50. ^ Tacit. 
Annth lib; u cap. 53. 

(N) In virtue of this new every where to be acknowleged 

dignity, Germanicus had an al- as commander in chief, and, 

raoft abfolute authority over all under Tiberius, generaliffimo of 

the Roman forces both in the the empire« 
provinces and the city,.and was 

Vol. XII. a had 
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nt frrui' IimI Mtlicrto enjoyed the priWlege of creatifig ntag iftrJ &a i^ 
Itgf^ertm or atlenrft (hared tt with the emperor^ one half df the ma- 
gf Urates being named by him, and the ether hy the tiibes, 
ailenibied in the field of Mars ; bvt Hberius, in the firft 
fhnaiu. eieAions, deprived them of their ancient rights, whieh -w^r^ 
transferred to the lenate. The people complained of this^ 
innovation, hot no diftiirbmKes enfaed, the fenate being' 
pleafed with the change, finee it delivered them from the 
charge of buying votes, and ihe'lhame of begging them *. 
Tiberiu* had fcarce tahen pofieflion ot the foverdigii 

f:)wcr, when news were brought him, that the armies in 
annonia and Germanv had mutinied. In Pannonia three 
legions being allcrwed oy their general Julius Bhefus a re- 
kixation for feme days from their nfual duties, either to 
mourn, according to the Roman cuflom, for the deai% of 
Auguftus, or to rejoice for the acccflion of Tiberius, they 
grew wanton and turbulent ; began to Hften to feditkms 
difcourfes, to b^ fend of an idle Itfe, and to have an aTcr- 
lion to the toils and difiripline of the camp. They were 
headed and inflamed by Ferce»niu«, a common foldier, who, 
before he ferved in the army, had made it his whole bufi- 
nefs to raife difturbanCes, and form parties, in the theatres 
and playhoufes. In the duik of the evening, whea thofe 
whom be diftrufted were withdrawn to their tents, he «fed 
to aflemble the mofl: turbulent, infkme them agatttft their 
officers, and encourage them to lay hold of the prefent oe- 
cafion, while the emperor's authority was wavering, to pre* 
vail upon him, either by force ofintreaties, toredrefs tneir 
grievances. ■• 

His harangues were received with great appkulb by the 
f^ldiery. Some of them propofed incorporating the thrte 
legions into one % but every one claiming, for his own lew 
gion, the preiogati^ of denominating the other two, this 
projetfl was defeated 5 however, they agreed to place the 
three eagles of the lemons with the ftandards of die co- 
horts all together, and to raife with a turf a tribunal, ac» 
cording to the Roman cuftom (O), for the new general they 

defigned 
< Tacit Annal. lib. i. cap. 53. I>io» lib. Ivii. p. 634. 
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Theyri* 

fol*ve to^ 
chodfe a 
Mgiu gene- 
roL 



(O) The tribuoal, from 
whence the emperors ufed to ha- 
rangue their troops, was at this 
time, and many a^ after, raifed 
with turf. Fkvius Vopifcus, 
fpeaktng of the elevation of the 
emperor Probus, "The whole 
army (lays he), cried out una- 



nirookifly^ Pmbus ! we fidute 
Probus our fovereigA : die goda 
fave you ! Then they erected a 
tribunal of' turf, and proclaimed 
him emperor/* T%is cudott 
obtained likewife among fbreiga 
nations, efpeciaHy in Britain, as 
Xiphilifius infimBS us ; who, is 



^iSgneci to cliodfe. While they were thus cmplbycd* BUjkum* 
Bbefus arrt^d ; and, having feverely febuked fomei and demi^curs 
threatened others, •* Dip your hands rather in my blood ^jflK'^ 
(cried be with a loud toicc) : to murder your general will '^"•* 
be a lefs crime than to revolt from your prince *, fat I am 
determined, if I fall not by. your hands, to keep you in obe- 
dience. If you think fit to murder me, I hope, at the figbt 
of my blood, you will repent of your crime, and return to 
your dutv.** ITiis addrcfs did not affcft the mutinous fol- 
diery^ who continued their work, till it was. breaft-high, 
"when at length, being overcome by the conftancy and intre- 
pidity of thejr general,* they forbore. When their fur^r was 
abated, Blarfus remonftrated, that fedition and mutiny wtH=€ 
not the proper means of conveying their claims to the em* 
feror; that their demands were new and extraordinary, 
fuch as no armies had in former times made to their gene- 
rals, nor even themfclves to the deified Auguftus j befides, 
that they were ill-timed, fince princes, in the beginning of 
their government, are taken up and embarrafled with va^ 
rious cares. However, if they expc&ed to gain in peace 
what the conquerors, even after the civil wars, had never 
the confidence to demand, why (hould they ufe violence, 
and trample upon the rules of military difcipline ^ when they 
might appoint deputies, and, in his pretence, give them 
their inftru£tions r At thefe words they cried out with one 
voice, that they were willing to fend de{)uties 5 arid that 
the fon of Blaefus, who was a tribune, (hould be imme- 
diately difpatched to the emperor, to demand, in their 
name, that they might be abfolutely difcharged after fixteen 
years fervice : adding, that, when they ihould have ob- 
tained this indulgence, they would truft him with their far- 
ther prctcnfions "• . 

In the mean time fome manipuli, or companiei, whici^ 
had been lent, before the fediiioo, lo Nauportum, to mead 
the roads, being informed of the tumult in llie campi^ 
pJUtcked up their ftandards, and, falling upon the neiffbboiu> 
lag villages, plundered them, and Nauportum itfeif! The 
cent«rions endeavoured to reftrain their violence ; but the 
mutineers, inftead of liftening to their remonftrances, or 
betraying any fear at their menaces, firft derided, aftepjrardt 

* Tacit Annal. lib. i. cap. 31. Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 604, 605. 

fpcskiog of the famous queen after the Koman manner.** Prs* 
Boadicea,fay8,that**iheafcend- quent mentiao is made of tbtis 
ed a tribunal reared with turf tribunals by the ancient poets(i}, 

(i) Vide Stat, in S7I. Lu€aa. lib. v. k astt4 de BsL Octtc. . 

Qj^ abttfed 
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abttfed tbem with moft outrageous language^ and at let^di 
came to blows. They were chiefly incenfed againft Aufi*> 
tki mmti- dienus Rufus, who, as he had been long a common foldier, 
M£»rs fail and had raifcd himfelf by his Courage and bravery to the 
J^*'^*" pod of prxfeflus caftrorum, equivalent to quarter-mailer- 
^*'* general (P), was a fevcrc obferverof the primitive difci- 

^line. Upon him the foldiery vented their rage \ be was 
dragged .from his chariot, loaded with baggage, and, being 
driven before the firft ranks, aflced, how he liked fuch bur* 
dens ? Upon the arrival of thefe mutinous companies in 
the camp, the fedition broke out anew with more fury than 
ever : the foldiers, cafting off* ail obedience, roved about 
the country without control, ravaging it on all fides. Upon 
their return, Blxfus, who was ftill obeyed by the centtu- 
rions, and the legionaries of any reputation, caufed tbofe 
who were moft loaded with plunder to be fcourgedj and 
caft into prifon. But the furious multitude, flying to the 
relief of the criminals, refcued them from the li£lors, 
and, breaking open the prifon, fet all the prifoners at U- 
lierty. 
Tkty art After fo bold an attempt, the mutineers grew more out- 

/irrgdm^ rageous, and the mutiny more general. Vibulenus, a com- 
yv**** mon foldier, being raifed on the (houlders of his comrades, 
before the tribunal of Blaefus, addrefled thofe who had de- 
livered the prifoners, thus : " I cannot fufficiently com* 
mend the zeal you have (hewn for thefe innocent and un- 
happy fuflPerers : you have reftored them to their liberty : 
"but who will reftore life to my brother ? who will give me 
l>ack my brother i He was fent from the army in Germany 

(P) This was, without all army (i). Each legion bad a 

doubt, a new office, inilituted preefe^us cadrorum, at lead 

probably by AuguHus ; for no when they encamped (eparate- 

mention is made of the praefec- ly; for Tacitus, l])eaking of 

tils caftrorum by any author one Poenuis Poilhumius, calls 

who wrote in the times of the him prasfedus caftrorum fecun- 

republic. It was his province daelegioais(2). The fame wii- 

to pitch upon the ground for ter feems to place them in. rank 

encamping, and lay it out ; to above the tribunes ; for, in de> 

diftrlbute' the quarters and pavi- bribing Viteilius's entry into 

lions, and to dire£t the work- Rome, he tells us, that before 

'men in raifing the ramparts, theirfeveraleagles marched firft 

digging the ditches, &c. He the pr$efedi caftrorum, next to 

h^ alio under his care all the them the tribunes, and, after 

military engines, carriages, and the tribunes, the chief centu- 

iron tools belonging to the rions (j). 

(i) Vide Veget. lib. xl cap. xo. (*) Tacit, lib. xir. 

{3) Tacit. Hiliojrt lib- ii. 

witb 
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^hh propdfak for our -Amnion good ; but oar cmel ge* 
neral caufed him to be bc^bered laft night by his gladia« 
tors (Q^> whom he entertains and arms fpr our deftriic<» 
tion." TCbcn turning to Haefus, " TcU me, BladTus (faid 
be), wbore have you thrown his mangled body ? £yen the 
tnoft cruel enemies do not deny burial to the flain. When 
I fball have fatisfied my grief with a thoufand kifles, and 
a flood of tearSy command me alfo to be maflacred^ that 
our fellowrfoldiers may bmy^ my brother and me together^ 
both inhumanly murdered for confulting the common good 
of tbe legions.*' 

When Vibulenus had ended his fpeech, he threw him- n^foB 

felf at the ftet of his ccMtnpanions ; and, beating his breaft^ *^ ^^ 

tearing bis face, and ihewifig all the fymptoms of the deepeft ^^** 

forrow* he endeavoured to raife, at the fame time,. both 

fury and compaffion in the minds of the multitude, who 

fell immediately upon Bhefus*8 gladiators and domeftics, 

and, having bound them, difperfed themfelves about the 

camp and the neighbouring fields in queft of the fuppofed 

corpfe ; which if they bad found, Blaefus himfelf would 

been in great danger ; but as they could find no fuch dead 

body, and it manifeftly appeared from the depofitions of 

Blaefus's flaves upon, the rack, and of other credible wit<^ 

nefles, that the whole was a calumny malicioully invented, 

and that Vibulenus never had any brother, they fpared 

their general. Neverthelefs, in the height of their rage, 

they fell upon the pr»fe£los caftrorum, and the tribunes,; 

drove them pu,t of the camp, and plundered their baggage t 

they put to death the centurion Lucilius, whom they hated 

above all tbe reft, on account of his feverity. The other 

centurions withdrew, and all abfconded, except Julius 

Clemens, -whom, as he was a man of parts, the mutineers 

dctajned, with a defign to inveft him with the management 

of their afiairs. , 

Tiberius no fooner received intdligence of this rnqtinf, Dm^ 
than be dirpatched his fon Drufus to uie rebellious legions* A^ t» 
at the head of the praetorian cohorts, the prv^torian horfe, ^^^^ * 
and tbe. main body of ^the German horfe, which at this 
time cooftitiited the emperor^s gaards.^ The praetorian co- 
horts were, on this occa^on, reinforced with an eztraor- 

( Q^) Moft of the govjcruort fore^ imagine, that t)ie ^dia- 

ofprovinces, generals, and other tort, mentioned in this place, 

great men, maintained vaftnum* were liiled ia the lemons : they 

hers of gladiators, at an im-r belonged to the geacfal, and 

loenfe charge> for tbe public iiot to the army. 
fliew8« We muft not, there- 
on 4mary 
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Hilary addition of cbofen men. Among the perCsns eF '4fA 

tin£lion ordered to attend and affift Drofus in brtnging^ tlMt 

revolted legions to their duty, wefe Cneiu9 Lentidos, ad 

' officer of great fame and expeiience, and ^Itos Sejanas^ 

frbo had lately been' joined with his father Strabo in the 

oommiffion of praefe£luft pnetorii, that k, in the comioatid 

of the praetorian guards (R). Sejanus was appcmited go^ 

vemor to the young prince ; and as his credit with the etn« 

peror was known to be great, it was hoped he might, etthM 

by promifes or intreaties, bring the ieditious to a UnCt d 

How re* their duty. When news were brought to the capip^ tbaf 

€iim9d. ' Drufus approached, the legions, in tdcen of rcfpeft. 

marched out to meet him, not with their iifual gaiety, ana 

ihoutsof joy, but in fallen fiknoe, ea^hibitingtn thcipeoim* 

tenances marks of fadnefs, mixed with rage and fcfOieity* 

As foon as Drufos entered the camp, he placed g^juuds itf 

ail the gates, and parties under amis, in femerai quarters^ 

to be ready againft any furprize. Then afcendifig the tri? 

bunaU he read aloud to the afiitmbled foldiers his father's 

TthtriusU letter, importing, that he would take partic^ular care of the 

Ak^*^ brave legions, with whom he had fuccefsfuHy carried p^ 

^* lb many wars ; that as foon as his giief was allayed, ho 

would treat with the fenate aboot their demands ; that, in 

the mean time, he had fent them his fon \ and impowerod 

him to make them forthwith fueh conqeffions a$ co«ld bo 

made without farther ccMifuhation \ but as to other demands^ 

they fhould be referred to the fenate, whom he would tM>t 

deprive of the right of diflributing rewards; and puniflir 

meiits. '^ 

When Drufus had read his father's letter, the afensbl; 

^^pointed the centurion Julius Clemens to be their fpeaker; 

^^»y '^* vho began Vith propofing their demands, which were, that 

•^* '• they (hould be difchargcd, after fifteen years iervi<% 5 that 

they fhould, upon that difcharge, receive the rewards which 

they claimed \ that their pay (hould be increaficd to a Ror 

man denarius ; and that the veterans fliould be no longer 

V't^^M detained under their enfigns. To thefe demands Drufus 

hftamts anfwcred, that ^hey es^ceeded his power 5 and therefore 

$htm. ought to be laid before the fenate, and his father. Th^ 

(R) The pr»fe£^us praetorii ing, in the fi^ ages of the re- 

^ Wis the chief com mf^nder of public, common to all roagif- 

the emperor's guards called trates, whether civil or militaiy** 

prvtoriafts, from the l^tin woid In the times of the empeit>rs, 

fNi^riiim ; which at firft figni- by prtttorium were neant the 

lied the general's quarters in emperor's quarters in the camp, 

. the camp, the word prxtor be- and his houfe in the city. • 

mutineers^ 



€m^jf$M»i tt thtfe wdrdi, coillA no kNigcf i€^ 
ftiam dbeijr lOKUgmtiMi^ tb«y intulud btim and thi^^iiipef^r 
with wbfmBwcfuQdAoA dt^iittwiiuont % fthsy afiautted 4i*^$ 
!oficcf9 vfao had iHf unreil tlkcw cUfyWafiiird Si and 6u«« 
dtfcaiemal ihl} fKf iim isf IkuiMp wlia jp »lbd[ the «ig;ht i« 
the iDQft dreadful apprehenfion. 

Biaigasnnci mi fiipetfttfi<vi|i^«it«ixil9 |be fe¥49ilf^re* 
ftorad cainMiie&iiQi tht sdiitmed!i{9<n|p>a9d 9ttiet;ed ihe mtadl 
* 0f dv UUdtxyy after they badj £a iofif co^ijviued d«af &a re^tr 
fan, snd trampled upon siU. ihcUw^^tS miliiury difciplind. 
The flBQQR aii (m a fudden kegaa to darke^^, m the miid of Frightened 
a cleaur iky^ till (be was hy degrees totally ecbpfcvi* The ^ ^ 
fokHety, qprnaot «( die Aait Aral eai«fe« of this pl¥is4a)M«bQt>» ^^^^^' ^^ 
and Htiagitiiar.thait fchs gods "Wut angry with them oo »<> thn^ltim 
counA of tbeirrevolt;, a&d ihe crinxes at^endirm il» ^gaa tp /« /Aat 
flicw fimne <wis of scpentanee* Dr ufiis did mp;! j^^ U} im* ^U'* 
proie this di^afittoa : he inunediatdy fesktthe cftainrkHi 
taUua QHtxmc^ and other offieeia and foldier^g 49. wbo^i 
oe could c<mfide», to ndx witb.tjhe mniineer^ iKid ir^f wb«f 
tbcr they cot«U» whiile tlKf wief« thus alafmed^hriifg them 
liack to thek dtitjr. Thefei purfomt 1^ the priAcefs Qfder.^ ' 
going Bovad inom teat to tedtt, and tAfinHttiin^ theffij^lvet 
erery-whercy firft pfleraiiled upon the kgiosmrips .cq abandpH 
tike vcterane^ and then perfuaded the tbvee legions tQ fep»v 
eatc* That a iendir fA duty and obedience returaii^g by de^ 
gsces^ (thofe who, guarded tlw galses Ho keef> Sruiua, as it 
Witxcj befieg ed, retired from johdui ^oiU ; the e^l^a, and 
joibqr enligBi, irhkli, ia the be^dtaiag of the tuoiuk, bad 
been tbronarn |iogelhttr» were carried bac&> each tp ilfr propec 
place f and^ a£^x f»di»adf«il a ftornis tran(|uUay w^&rci^ 
flored in every qnatftcr of the camp \ 

Early next nuDonrng Brufiit,. bavti^ CuaBraon^d a gena^ 
ral council joCAfficera^ great dcbatea arofej^ fonxp advifing 
him to Afifpcad aQ proe^tni^ titt tberretuin of tb4 4e]putie^ 
wfaom he bad allowed them to fend>»4lb tbeic pfs^tiona ^ 
Tiberius, while others were for iamiediately c;pj»d€inanifl|; 
and exccttdag the riogieaders til tbe feditioni I^ufuii, na* 
turally inclined tofeverity, followed the advipeof tjie laaerpi 
and haTu^ fununooed Vibuteoae a«id Peroanao^fbo^one bis TlmmmU^ 
tribonalf be pendcmned, and caufed them wAiediatdiy to •fth^re^ .; 
he eaecuted. The otfcer liogkaders <tf the feditiwi wore y^ *y i! 
di£Bovered fkuUcing abou^ i)^ camp^ and ekbar flain by th« ^^J^^J^* 
ccntniions and praetorian guards^ or dtdiveised iq) to Drufua. 
by their comrades, as a proof of their fincere repentance, 
i^ftelr tUseaeeiitian the Ibldiers were lerrifidd wiih dread* 

j» Tttk. Armak lib. k 
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fbl ftorms, atid fuch violent rains, tliat thej conldnot tnwn 
from their tents; which they looking upon as fentby the 
angry gods, refolved to abandon a camp which they had 
polluted with fo many crimes, and return to their feTerad 
garrifons. Drufu^ feeing tranquility thus reftored, returned 
to Rome ®. 

Almoft at the fame tiipe, and for the fame caules^ the 
legions in Germany revolted. On the Rhine were quarter- 
ed two armies^ the one Called the Upper, commanded by 
Caius SiliuSi the other the Lower, by Aulus Cxcina ; but 
the chief command of both was veiled in Germanicus, virho 
was then bufy in collecting the tribute in Gaul. The Igp 

{[ions under Silius, however difcontented, waited for the 
uccefs of thb revolt which the lower army had begua. 
The latter, confiding of four legions, were encamped on 
the borders of the Ubii (S) y where they no {boner received 
the news' of Auguflus's death, than the recruits lately raifi^ 
in Rome, accuftomed to the effeminacy of a tovm life, and 
impatient of military labour and difcipline, began to in^ 
flame the reft with feditious harangues, iniinuating, that a 
favourab Is opportunity was ^fered for the veterans. to de** 
mand an abfolute difcnaige, for the foldiers who had not 
ferved their time to infift upon larger- pay, and for all to 
obtain a mitigation of their mifmes. As Cscpina, inftead 
of exerting bis authority, betrayed fear, and gave way to 
their fury» they fell at once upon the centurions, the^ cmief 
objeds of their refentment, whom, after having, beaten 
with rods, they drove ignomintonfly out of the camp, or 
drowned in the river. One Heptimtus fled for refuge to the 
tribunal of Cs^cina ; but the general was forced to deliver 
him up to the incenfed multitude. Caffius Chserea, another 
centurion, afterwards famous for the murder of the emperor 
Caligula, boldly opened himfelf a way, fword in hand, 
through the croud. The mutineers, defpifing the authority 
of their tribunes, and their prxfecii caftrorum, fet and r&* 
lieved the centries themfeives, appointed the guard, and 
gave fuch orders as they judged proper, in the prefent con* 
juncture p. 

Germanicus no fooner heard of this infurrefticm than he 
fiew to the camp. The legions^ as he drew near, marched 
out to meet their general, exprefling their difiati^a£lion 
with hideous clamours ; and fome, taking him by the hand, 
as if they defigned to kifs it, thruft his fingers into their 

* Tacit. Antial* lib.i* , . f Idem. ibid.. Dio, ibid.. 
(S) TheUbiiyinCaefar'B time, dwdt on the other fide of the Rhine. 

^ ' mouths. 
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moutliSy to convince bim they had with age loft all thdr 
teeth i others defired him to behold their hoary heads, an4 
die wounds they. had received. Germanicus, infteadofrc' 
tuming any anfwer to particulars, as.foon as he bad entered 
the entrenchments, ordered them to range themfelves into 
manipuli, and place before them their feveral enligns, at 
was cuftomary when the general affembled and harangued 
his troops. They obeyed flgwly, and with reludance : then 
Germantcus, beginning his fpeech with an encomium upon 
Augttftus, proceeded to the many vidorics of Tiberius, en- 
larging on the glorious exjploits he had atchieved in Ger- 
many with thofe very legions* He then acquainted them, 
that all Italy, both the Gauls, and every province of the em- 
pire, had received and acknowleged Tiberius for emperor* 
without betraying the leaft difaffe£kion. 
• Thus far they liftened to him with attention ; but when 
be began to expoftulate with them on their feditious behavi- 
our, he was tnterntpted with loud clamours, and a general 7*^ /^ 
uproar. Some, dripping themfelves, fhewed him the fears sAefr tmb- ji 
^the many wounds they had received 5 others difplayed the p^ifits hg* . 
maijcs of the ftripes inflided on them by the mercilcfs cen- ^^^^ 9^^ 
turions: they urged their fcanty pay, their great labours, "'^^^^^ 
andthehardfhipsratcending a military life. Above all, from 
the veterans arofe a dreadful cry : they enumerated thirty 
years of fervice and upwards; and ^begged, that to men 
quite worn out, he would, at length, grant fome refpite; 
diat he would not fufier them to be indebted to death for 
their relief, but difcharge them forthwith, and allow them 
a comfortable main^nance. Some demanded the money 
which had been bequeathed to them by Auguftus, mixing 
with thdr demands zealous vo\vs, and omens. of happinefs, 
for Grermanicus; and fome declared, that they would fup- and^ffit 
port him to the laft, if he would affiime jthe empire. At hmUke 
thefe words Germanicus, ftruck with horror, leaped from ««^'"'^ 
the tribunal, and attempted to make his efcape, left he 
(hould be ftained with their treafon : but the feditious le- 
gionaries, drawing their fwordsi threatened to kill him if he 
attempted to withdraw. Then the generous Germanicus, nuhiih At 
protefting that he would rather die than betray the truft re- gf^fro^fy 
pofed in him, drew his fword, and would have facrificed his ^'f^J^** 
life to his fidelity, had not thofe who ftoodnext to him feiz- 
ed his hand, and reftrained him by force. There were not, 
however, fome wanting in the afleihbly who cried out to him 
ftrike, and not fpare himfelf ; nay, one Calufidius, a com- 
mon foldier, offered him his naked fword, faying, «* Take 
^is, Germanicus i it is perhaps fliarper than your own :** 

an 
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sn tttfiilt which was condemiKd bf all his ooiopammH ^ 

in the tranfports of rage and vcxacicMi. 

// emvtjtd In the mean time the friemlt of Qcrmsiricsft v mwe .jo k 

^ ^ him out of the croud to hit tent, and dtere oenMied abMt 

(^tkitroMd. ^^ "^^ proper meaiuresto be taken in fo crttkai a yame» 

CirmoHi* ' ture. Varioiis meafiires were propofed^ and at laft it was 

€usf$igHs agreed, that letters flioiiki be feigned from Tiberitts» with 

^i^ffir$m dire6aon8, that tbofe Who had ferred twenty years flionld 

rl!^ be finally difcharged ; that fuch as bad fenred fiateen flionld 

iheir^ be deemed veterans ; and that the legacy which ihty de^ 

muDtdM^ ' maoded (hoald not only be paid but dooUed^ But the wm^ 

tineers> fufpeding thefe conceffiont to be forfcd purely to 

gain time, infifted on their being forthwith executed, lie 

tribunes^ therefore, were obliged to dafehaigc uniMdiafecly 

the veterans ; but, as to the payment of the legacy, Ges# 

oianfCBS wiflied to defer it till they flumld be iwwinter-qttar«> 

ters : indeed, the lirft legion and the twontiethr Qriiftcd 

him upon hit word ^ but the fifth and due twcnty-firft re&iC» 

W>«rii- ed to ftir from the camp till they w«i>e fatisfied^ So dnt he 

wJhlkh "^^^ obliged to raife the font out of the a^ooiey which he and 

§juMm$n0» fai^ friends bad brought with them to defray Ae expeaces 

. of their jonmc]^. This the legions no foo(ierreceived» than 

they retired ^ietiy ta their winteri^qnanera. Grenaaticnt 

then baftcned to the upper army, nnder the ceaiimaiKl <if 

Silins, and eafily prevailed upon the feoond, die thiiteearb| 

and the fixteenth legions, to fwear allegiance to- Tiberius 9 

the fourteenth ihewed feme hefitation ; hot Germaaicw 

difcbarging forthwith the v^erans, and paying the reft the 

money bequeatbod them by Ai;^uftn% cutoff all occa£oit 

of complaints % 

A party of veterans (T), belonging to the niutimma fe« 
gions, and then in garrifon in the country of the Chanci (U)^ 
began a Edition there, which was, at irft,. <|u^bxl by 

« Tacit. Pioi ihid. 

(T) The veterans formed a fervke, and their final dif^ 

corps apart, and had their pecu- charge; which the emperort 

liar f^andard called vexillum ; ufed^ under various pretences » 

whence they are commonly ftyl- to put otf for many years » is 

cd by the ancients vexilfarii, and order to defraud them of the 

aifo emeriti, from theii* luting promi'fed lands or money, 
exempted from all manner of (U) The Chauct inhabited 

drudgery, and cmiy oblig|ed to Ea^ Fsiefland, the cottaties of 

fi^htthe enemy. In thticgodt* Hoy and 0];denbiirg^ the duchjr 

tiolEi they continued, till they re- of Birenaen, and pan of Laurent 

ceived the rewaidt^duc £br their burg. 

Memraius^* 



Memmmsi pftrfeft «f the tamp, #ho put inAattdf two of smew^ ^ 
(he ringUaderi of the feditipii to death : but the tumult urans re. 
breufkifig out afterwards 'irith fiefli ftiry, Memmms if^rai ^'**fjj. 
pbHged to withdraw himfclf from their nige« and K^ con# Tf^^jj^ 
peale^. The mutineers difco^red him ; then Memmiua 2I/b#« 
declaring^ that thefe outrages ^ttt npt offered to him, but 
to Germaoioias and Tiberius, who wpuld not fail to refent 
fhemi he fiia^hed the colours, htci about towards the 
Rhine, and, threatenfaig thofe who fboaki dare to abandott 
theif ranks with th^ puniAiments due toifefertets, ledtbeas 
back to their winter^qiuarters. 

In the mean time, 4«p«ities femt either by Tiberius, or 
die fenate, meeting Genmanicus near the akar of the 
Ubti (W), gave occafion to new difturbances. The firft rhi dij-- 
^d the twentieth legions encamped there with thofe Ie« tutbances 
gionaries, who had been lately plaecd under the ftandar^ r^«*^*'« 
p( the veterans, apprehending that thefe deputies were. 
come to revoke the eonceffons which they had extorted by 
their feditiqn, refolved to wreak their vengeance upon Mi* 
fiottoa Plancus, who had been conful the year before, and 
was at the head of this deputation : he being aware of their 
4efign, fled for refuge to the quarters of the firft legion; 
and ikictt^ embracing the eagle, and other enfigns, hoped 
1^ vem^ration which the foldiers paid them would reftraiti 
fhcir fury. But had not Calpumius, the eagle-bearer, with 
g^at bravery and refetucion, repulfed the audacious multi<^ 
ftide, the Homan camp would have been ftained with the 
]Mood of an ambaifad^r of the Roman people. Early next 
inoming Germanicus, entering the camp, afccnded the 
tribunal, and, placing Plancus by bis fide, inveighed againft 
^he horrible difordei^ of the preceding night; acquainted 
tb€' foldtery with the true purpofes of that embafTy ; and 
pomplained, in an afiTefUng manner, of the unheard-of 
outrages o&red to Plancus, without any provocation. As 
the aCembly ihewed no great tokens of repentance, he dif- 
piifled the deputies, under a ftrong guard of auxiliary horfe ; 
and then, at the motion of bis friends, defired his wife Germanic 
Agrippina, who had attended him with her fon Claudius, at cm fends 
|hal time an infant^ into Germany, and was with child, «*«J?J'^'' 
to withdraw out of the camp, and not expofc herfelf to the ??. If* 
turf of an outrageous multitude. , ^ 

As fhe was attended by many wcmien of diftin£l:ion, 
wives of the chief officers, their tears, cries, and lamenta« 
tions^ in parting Mrich their huibands, occafioned a great 

( W) This altar was probably and feems to ha\Fe been at a 
rakfed im honour of Augoltus, fmall dii^ace from Col<^ne. 

com- 
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commotfon lo the- canip^ and . itew together the fol^iAt 

froip all quarters. This was fo moving a feeney that the 

Whir di* moft obdurate among the rebellious legionaries were toticl^ 

fmrtureaf^ ed with it. Tbey coald not behold^ witboot being feized 

^l?!}^ with ihame and compaffioiiy ft> many women oi rank travel 

^ "^ ing« witbont a centurion to attend, or a (oMkr to goard 

ifaem, and their generar^ wife among tbe reft, carrying in 

ber arms her little ebUd^ and repairing, like an e:ule» for 

flidter againft tlie fury of ibe Roman legions, to Treves^ 

as if (he repofed greater confidence in foreigners thaiK in 

ber own countrymen. This cirevmftance made (b ^gc^ an 

imprellion on ibeis. minds, that fixne ran to ftop her, wbile 

the reft, recurring to Germa&icns» earneftly conjured hiifi 

to recall ber, that it might not be faid» to tbeir eternal 

. ihame and difgrace> that tbe daughter of Agrif^, tbe 

grand-daughter of Auguftug, tbe dangbter-in-law of Dm* 

lus, wbofe memory they adored, bad been driven from the 

Eoman camp, and obliged to feek fan^luasy among (o- 

rcign^rs. ^ ... 

Cermani' Germanicus obferving their fentiments and conntenances 

^'^ ^^' A' ^^^^^^^> refolved to improve their prefent difpofition r in a 

%poriJii" ^^i ^^^ aflfefking harangue, which, in the height of his 

^^ grief, he uttered with great vehemence, be painted tbe 

blacknefs of their goih in fuch hvely colours, that tbey not 

only coi;ifefled, that aU bis reproaches virere true ; but, tlieir 

minds being quite changed^ they earneftly befotfght faiiR to 

puniih the authots of the late (edition, by whom they bad 

been milled ^ and offered to noarch forthwith agaiaft tbe 

enemy, provided he would recall his wife and fon. Ger* 

manicus, finding tbem entirely rechimed, anfwered, that 

bis fon (hould return ^ but, againft the recalling of Agrip^ 

pina, be alleged tbe feafon already far advanced, and ber 

approaching delivery i as to tbe authors of tbe fedition, be 

left it to tbem to determine, and infii£t what puniihment 

they defer ved. He had fcarce uttered tbefe virords, virhea 

the legionaries ran to feize tbe chief authors of the motiny,, 

and dragged them in chains to CaiuaCetronius, commander 

Vkty pmmjb of the firft legion, who judged and puniftied tbem in tbe 

M# rtfg* following manner : the legions, with their drawn fwords, 

^'*^'^'*^ ^ fur rounded the tribunal^ from whence the prifoner was ex- 

e rtvo . pj^fgji jQ ji^gij. ^|g^ . ]f ji^gy pronounced him guilty, be was 

immediately thrown down headlong, and cut in pieces by 
his comrades. The veterans followed the example of the 
legionaries, puniibing the moft fedkious of their corps in 
the fame manner. Notwithftanding tbefe figns of remorfe, 
and pledges of fidelity > Germanicus ordered them to march 
into Rhsetia, to defend that province againft tbe Saevi, who 

were 



3ie Roman Hifhry. 237 

were faid to be in motiofi. He now madie a ftriA inquiry 
into the cofldufS: and c^ara£i«rs of the centurions, who were 
«li cited before him, to give each an account of his country, 
rank) the years of his fervice, his exploits in war, and mi- 
litary prefents. If the tribunesi or his legion, were fatisfied 
with his conda£l, he kept his poft ; if they charged him 
with cruelty or avarice, he was immediately difcharged. 
Ihus were the firft and the twentieth legion entirely re- 
clairaed^ and brought back to a fenfc of their duty : but the 
fifth and twenty-firft, who were in winter-quarters, at the T"^^ ^' 
diftance of fixty miles, in a place called Vetera, continued f/^^ /^J^ 
obfiinate in their revolt ; nor was there any enormity which revolts 
^ey did not commit. Againft them, therefore, Germani- 
cus reibived to lead the legions that had returned to their Girmam- 
duty, and give them batde, if he could not reclaim them cutpropofa 
by gentle means. With this view he prepared veflels and ^^rcAa- 
arnis» and aflemblcd hi« troops: but, before he embarked K^^ifi *"*"** 
thetn on board the veiTeis which were to convey them 4own 
the Rhine, judging it proper to allow the mutineers time to re- 
turn to their duty, he wrote a letter to Caecina, who command- 
ed them, acquainting him, that he approached with a power- 
ful army, refolved to puti them all to the fword, without 
diftindion, if they did not prevent him, by taking ven- 
geance themfelves on the guilty. This letter Caecina com- 
jnunicated only to the chief officers, and fuch of the fol- 
diers as had from the beginning difapproved of the revolt, 
exhorting them* at the fame time, to enter into an affocia- 
tion againft the feditious, and redeem themfelves from 
death and ignominy, by putting thofe to the fword who 
liad brought them into the prefent danger. - The officers 
accepted of the propofal, and, having, by founding the 
legionaries and veterans, found that the majority difap- 
proved of the conduft of their comrades, they privately 
communicated the contents of Germanicus's Jetter, and 
ea/ily prevailed .upon them to concur with their com- 
manders, in facrificing the chief authors of the fedition. 

The time therefore, was fettled for falling fword in hand 
upon the moft notorioufly guilty and turbulent. When it 
arrived, upon a (ignal previoufly agreed on, the faithful Buithtj 
legionaries, rufliing into the tents of the moft feditious, ^^^'«* 
maifacred them without mercy, before they were aware of l^J/^ 
their danger. Nothing was to be heard but outcries and M/jw? 
groans, in all the quarters of the camp ; nothing to be feen thus. 
but ilreams of blood, and heaps of dead bodies. The exe- 
cution was fcarcc ended, when Germanicus arrived, who, 
as he was naturally inclined to pity and merdy, could not 
behold the camp ftreaming with blood, and filled with 
: dead 
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itzd bo^es, witkout burfttiig inttf te«rS| aa4 crying Mb 
*' Tbis is not a remedy) but flaughter and dcfolaitkMi. 
After he bad tbu$ given vent to bk grief ^ he caufed the 
bodies of the flain to be burot, and celebnied dieic obse- 
quies with the ttfual pomp '• Thus was this dangeroiM 
fedition entirely qveUed, and diidplinc re eftabU{hed» by 
the addrefs and intrepidity of the brave Geraianicns, who, 
had bis unbounded greatnefs of mind^ and unfliaken ioyahyi 
fuiFered him to fecond the ardent wiflies of the militaryi 
might have eafily fieiaed upon the fovereign power ; for he 
was the darling of the foldiers* and adored oy the peoplei 
both on account of his own mtrit» and that of His farther 
Drufu^ whofe memory was dear to every true Roman, no* 
body doubting that be would have reftored the r^«bli€ lif 
her former ftate, had he fucceeded to empire. 

Such of the veterans and legionaries as had not been 
concerned in the late fedition, in order to give Germanicus 
farther proofs of their 6delity, begged him to lead them 
^ainft the enemy, who bad enjoyed fmne refpite, firft by 
£e death of Aii^uftus, and afterwards by the infieftine 
tumult in the camp* Germanicus complied with their ie» 
^lueft ; and, laying a bridge crofs the Rhine, marched over 
twelve thoufand legionaries, twenty-fix cohorts of the 
allies, and eight ake (X) of horfe. With thefe he traverfed 
xhe Caefian £oreft ( Y), and other woods lying between him 
and the enemy. Being informed on his march, that die 
Germans weie celebrating that night a feflival, with gf«aC 
mirth and revelling, he advanced with fuch expedltuMH 
that he reached the villages of the Marfi, before the inha- 
bitants bad recovered from their debauch. Here he divid- 
ed his army into four bodies; and detached them into dif- 
ferent quarters of the uniu^y canton, that no part of k 
might be exempt from ravage and devaftation. It 13 not 
dimcult to imagine what flaugbter was made of thofe unfor- 
iuoate wretches, whom they found in a very defencelefs 
ftate : no fex or age was fpared ; places facred amd profane 
were equally plundered* and laid in aAes, and among 

' Tacit, AnnaL lib. L cap« 4^^$i. Dio» lib. Ivii. p« 604, te. 

(X) An als, wftich we may 
call a iquddityn, confifted of 
fkrce hundred horlemen) and 
WIS divided into turmat and de- 
curise* each tttrma canfifting of 
^irty men, and each decuria 
of ten ; To that there were, 
in every als, ten turmie, and. 



in every turma, three decu- 
riae. 

(Y) The Caefian foreft was 
part of the Hereynian, and is 
pkced by Cluverius partly is 
the dndiy of Clevesy partly in 
Wefiphalia, between Wefel and 
Koeield. 

tbemi 
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ifseiti, the tcinple of Trnibatt (Z), the tutelar god o( the 
Ocrmttfi Dation« The country was wafted with fire and 
fword for 6£ty miks, whiiOiit the wotuid of a fingle man 
on the fide of the Romans *. - ^ 

Tins i^eneral ma&cre roufed the Bru^leri (A), the Tu- Se^wrmi 
i>ante« <B), and the Ufipctes (C), who, fecurtiig the paflcB C^fjutn 
of the foreft through which the Roman army was to return, ^'^'' 
fell Mfan their rear^ and put the light-farmed cohorts into ttpon^tht 
4itforder : but Germjanicns, riding up to the twentieth le* Romans im 
gioo, attd crying out, that this was the time to redeem their their r«« 
neptttatioB, and caacel the menK>ry of their late fedition, ^'^'» ^ 
by billing »pon the enemy, they attacked them fo vigou *^'*''* 
joofly, t£it the Cvermans were broken at the firft onfet, 
and drivel o«it of the wood into the neighbouring plain, 
where great nuoAers of them were cut in pieces. Mean 
while the iranguaid penetrating the foreft, had time to form 
a camp, whither the reft of the army retired to reft them«> 
felTes diat night, after fo fatiguing a march. Next day 
they parfued their route uninterrupted, and iarrived, loaded 
with booty, at the place appointed for their winter»quar« 
l^s <• The fame of tfaefe exploits ib<Mi reached Rome, and 
filled the ctty with the greateft joy. Tiberius was highly 
pleafed to hear that the fedition was fupprefied, and the 
he^antag of his reiga fignalized by £0 remarkable a vi£h>ry. 
Bat his joy was not without allay : Germanicus, bj finally 
difcbarging the veterans, by ftiortening the term 0/ fervice 
for the reft, and by liberally diftributing money among 
them, had gained the affeftions of the army, and, befides, 
acqaired great glory by his late exp6diti<»s. This gave the 

• Tacit. Aoaal. lib. U^ cap. 5'--S5. t Tacit. Anoal. ibid. 

(Z) Gronovlus derives the (A) The Bru6tcri are placed, 

aame of this German deity from by moft geographers, next to the 

Ae words tan^ or ththt^ fignify- Frifii, between the Amtfia, now 

ing, in the German language, a the Ems, and the lake Flerus, 

fir»tipt€s ; and fachma^ or fan^ now the Zuyderfee. 

which in the ancient Gotho- (B) The Tubantei poflefled 

Tetstoaic tox^ue, figntfies brd^ great part of Weftphalia, Clu* 

m god\ ibthat the import of verius {places the ancient city 

Tan£uia is, the lord or the of Teclia, mentioned by Pto* 

god of fir-trees. Lipfius de- . lemy, now Teklenburg, on 

rives the name of Tanfana from the borders of the Tubantes and 

the FJecniih word taenfanSly Chamavi. 

fignifying xht princital^ or firft (C) The Ufipetcs, Ufipii, or 

caufe, of things ; to that the Ufipetse, are placed by Rhena- 

Germans, under the name of niis between the Rhine and the 

Tanfana, adored, according to mounutns of Hefie. 
him, the fupreme Being, 
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jealotift and fufpicious emperor great uneafinefti wkicbf 
however, he artfully difguifed, giving the fenate a pompous 
account of the exploits of his nephew, and bellowing upon 
him che higheft encomiums. He commendedi at the fame 
time, the addrefs of his fon Drufus, in quelling the fedi- 
tion of the Pannonian legions ; and fpoke of Germanicus 
like an orator, but of Drufus like a father. However, he 
approved whatever Germanicus had done ; and, to gain the 
aflfeflions of the Pannonian legions, extended to them all 
the privileges which Germanicus *had granted to his own. 

Thefe diforders in Germany and Pannonia^ and the great 
veneration which the foldiery, as well as the people, had iot 
.Germanicus, were a great reftraint upon Tiberius^ who at 
this time, with wonderful art, difguifed thofe vices which 
afterwards difplayed themfelves fo openly. He afied, on 
moft occafions, like a truly generous, good-natured, and 
clement prince. Of the many and extraordinary honours 
that were offered him, he accepted but few, and thofe of 
(the mesined fort. He forbid any priefts, or templeS) to be 
decreed for him, or ftatues ere£led but by his own pernii£» 
fion, which he granted fomefimes, upon condition that they 
fliould be placed, not among the images of the gods> bat 
the ornaments of their houfes. He refufed the title of 
Father of his Country, and never took upon 'him the name 
of Auguftus, though it was hereditary, but in his letters to 
foreign potentates. For flattery he had an utter averfion s 
if, in private converfation, or public fpeeches, any thing 
was faid in bis praife^ he immediately not only interrupted^ 
but rebuked the fpeaker. Being called dominus» or lord^ 
he defired the perjfon not to mention him any more in de« 
rifion. Another declaring his employments yirr^^/, he En- 
treated him to change his epithet, and to ftyle them trou* 
ilefome* He would not permit th& fenate to fwear to the 
obfervation of his a£ls, urging againft it the inftability o£ 
all mortal things, and that the higher he was raifed^ the 
more he was expofed to danger* All flanderous reports^ 
libels, and lampoons upon him and his adminiftration> he 
bore with extraordinary patience, faying, that, in a free 
city, the thoughts and tongues of every man ought to be 
free : and when the fenate would have proceeded againft 
feme, who had publiflied libels againft him, he would not 
confent to the profecution ". 

ttis carriage towards the fenate was very refpe£lfttl 5 no- 
thing oi moment was tranfaded without their advice and 

It Tacit. Anna), lib, i. cap. (— 13. Suet* in Tib» cap. a»— a4« 
Dioy lib Ivii. p 60S1 

appr<v- 
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-ftjiprobatidn. To them were referred the colle£iirtg ot thfe 
taxes and tributes, the building and repairing of all public 
edifices^ the raifing or diibanding of forces, the muftering 
of the legions and auxiliaries, the prolonging or granting 
commiffions upon any extraordinary war, the returning of 
'anfwers lb the letters of kings and fofeigti ftatcs. He ne* 
ver entered the fenate with any ^ttdndants but orice, when 
he was brought in, on acdouht of an indipofition, in a lit- 
ter; and then he iihmedtately ordered them to with- 
draw. In the fenate he allowed every one to deliver' his 
fentiments with great freedom : having one day diflented 
in his opinion from Q^Hatcrius ; ^ Pardon me, I befeech 
you, (faid he j, if, as a fenator, I fpeak againft you with 
more freedonfi than ordinary." Then turning to the whole 
aflembly, he addreffed them thus t " Mpft venerable fa- 
thers, what I fay noW I have often faid before ; a good and 
prudent prince, to whom you have given fo great ahd ab* 
folute a power, ought to be ferviceable not only to the fe*. 
nate, and the body of the city, but to every particular ci- 
tizen : nor do [ repent of any thing I hav^ faid of this na- 
ture, having always accounted you, as I ftill do, my good, 
juft, and moft gracious lords." If, in the fenate, any thing 
was decreed againft his judgment, he did not complain^ 
nor feem the leaft difplealled. 

He allowed the confuls fo much power, that certain am*, andthi 
bafladors from Afrida had recouTfe to them, defiring they confultm 
^xrould return a fpeedy anfwer, fince Caefar, to whom they 
tad been fent, deferred it from day to day. He often ai*- 
fifted at the trials in the courts of juftice, efpecially if any 
criminal was reported likely to efcape by favour or conni- 
vance ; he then appeared unexpeftedly, and, with a grave 
air, I'eminded the judges of the laws and the crimes before 
them. He applied himfelf with great care to the reforma- Applies /# 
tion of manners, and made many excellent regulations> by ^^^ refor" 
which he reftrained the immoderate expences of plays and ^^^^^^^f 
public (hews, retrenched the falaries of the players, and re- ^^^^^'* ^ 
duced the gladiators to a fixed number. The prices of Co^ 
rinthian vefiels growing extravagant, and the luxury of en- 
tertainments rifing to fuch an exce&, that thirty thoufand 
fefterces were paid for three mullets, he complained of 
thefe diforders to the fenate, and got a law paiTed, fet4:ing 
bounds to the expences in furniture, and ordaining, that 
the prices of provifions in the markets (hould be annually 
regulated by the fenate. 

As to the eating-houfes and taverns, which at this time 
Mrcre very numerous in Rome, they were all, by Tiberius's 
order, utteriy fupprefled s and that he might, by his own ex- 
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His fn^4' amplcy countenance frugality in others^ he had^ at hispo^ 
fifj- lie and moft folcmn entertainments, meat ferred,' which 

had been drefled and cut up the day before, contrary to the 
cuftom which then obtained, faying, that ** every part had 
the fame tafte as the whole." To check the progrcft pf vice, 
he drove out of Rome a great number of young noblemen, 
and alfo fome women of diftindion, who were notorious 
for their debaucheries. At the fame time he revived an an- 
cient law, impowering all parents to puniih their daughters, 
even after they were married, if, by their dcbaucled li?c$, 
thev brought difgrace upon their families. In this partico- 
lar lie was fo ftri£i, that he pr9hibited the kifies that were, 
according to cuftom, given by way of falutation. Heftcm- 
'cd entirely averfc from loading the people with any new 
taxes. When fome governors of provinces advifcd him to 
laife their taxes, he anfwered, that " it was the duty of a 
good (hepherd to fhear, not to flay his flock ;^ and wasfo 
far from hearkening to the remonftrances of his prefi<knj$ 
and governors, that, inftead of raifmg he leflened the tri- 
Lep9siii butcs that were annually remitted to Rome from the pr<h 
iitxis. vinces ^. Such vras the deportment of Tiberius, while his 
authority was wavering \ but we (hall foon fee Mm puU of 
the maik, and abandon himfelf to tboie vices which be 
now fo artfully cloaked. To return tO the brave (Jcr- 
manicus. 
Jntefiim In the following year, Germanicus* made great prepara^ 

*'■''''' . tions, with a defign to purfue the war againftthe GcrtjaWi 
^J^"^ ' and revenge the death of Varus, and the flaughtcr of his le- 
gions. He had indeed no thoughts of attempting anything 
till the fumtoer ; but being informed that violent difeO' 
Cons prevailed among the enemy, he refolved early itttbe 
fpring to make an irruption into the country of the Catti. 
Germam* Thcfe inteftine b^^oils, of which Germanicus refolved to 
^^''fM'vj* take advantage, were occafioned by the oppofite parties of 
^nf^tageof Arminius and Segeftes, the former the incendiary of Gcr- 
them. manv, and chief author of the infurredion in which Varus 

perifned with his legions; the latter a (incere andfaithfw 
friend to the Romans : he had even given Varus notice of 
the intended revolt, and advifed him to feize himfclfj ^^' 
minius, and the other chiefs, affuring him, that, vitW 
their leaders, the multitude would pot attempt any thing? 
but the Roman general dcfpifed his advice. Segeto 
though forced to join his cour^trymen in that general revolt) 
yet remained at conilant variance with Arminiufe ( *"^' ?* 
this time, their animofities were heightened by a domciuc 

"^ Suet, in Tiber, cap. i6<-36. Tacit. Ibid, 
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Qttafrel, Arminl us having forcibly carried away Istie daugh* 

ter of Segeftes, named Thufneldis, and married her, though . 'J 

mlready l^trothed to anotlier. ' > .x« 

Thia rape gave rife to ail open rupture between the two Hi rih " 
diiefs. Of this GerraAnictts no fooner had inteliigcnce, '^^f*' '*^ 
than heputfourlegionsi five thoufand auxiliaries, and fome J^^^*^ 
German troop« drawn fuddenly together^ uiider the com- 
ttiaod of Csecina, ordering him to icour the country. Hq 
himfelf, at the head of as many kgions, and a numerout 
body of allies, advanced with incredible expedition into th^ 
country of the Catti; and, falling upon the enemy before 
they were apprifed of his march, put vaft numbers of them 
to the fword. Moft of their youth efcaped by fwimming. 
over the Adraiia (D), and attempted to prevent the Ro* 
mans from laying a bridge over that river : their eflbrts 
proving unfuccefsful, fome of them ftibmitted to Germani'^ 
cus ; but the greater part, abandoning their villages, took 
refuge in the woods ; fo that the Romans, without oppo'^ 
fition, laid wafte the open country, fet fire to their dweU 
lings, laid Mattium (£) their capital in afhes, and then 
marched back to the Rhine. The Cherufci alone made 
fome motions, as if they defigned to afiift the Cattl, and 
fall upon the Romans in their retreat ; but were reftrained 
by Caecina, who, wkh his army of obfervation, moved from ' 
filace to place, and had even defeated the Marfi (F)^ who 
had ventured to engage him '. 

Germanicus had fcarce reached his camp, when deputies Segi^a n* 
arrived from Segcftes, praying relief for that faithful friend ctfrif^rn* 
to the Romans againft his and their declared enemy Armi- ^^^^^' ^^* 
ntu8» who had befieged him in his camp. At the head of *^'*"'» 
this embaiTy was Segimundus, the ion of Segeftes, whom^ 
though he had formerly revolted from the Romans, Grerma- 
nicus feceived with great kindnefs ; but fent him, as he 
could no longer depend upon his fidelity, under a ftrong 
guard, to the frontiers of Gaul (G). 

> Tacit, ibid. cap. 56* 

(D) Tibe Adrana, now the were, according to ffloft of our 
£der, rifes in Upper HeiTe, wa- modern geographers, the aa« 
ters the county of Waideck and cient habitaoon of the Marfi* 
^wer HeiTe, and falls into the (G) Segimundus had foeea 
Fulda, or Fulden, two miles greatly favoured b]^ the Romao^f 
above Caifel. and by them appointed priefl c^ 

(E) Mattium is fuppofed to the altar of the Ubii j but whe« 
have flood where Marpurg is his countrymen revolted, he rent 
now fituated. the facerdotaltMnii and fled to 

(F) PartofWeilphalia, and the revolters. 



of the bifiioprick of Paderboni, 



Ka Tht 



444 

Girmanu 

€us dtfeats 
Arminius^ 
mnd takes 
his v//# 



Segifies' 
fiee<h to 
Cermaui" 



4rmmus 



tkt niigh^ 
houring m 
tions a- 
gainJI th$ 
Romans* 



^hi Roman Hlftoty. 

Tbc Ronian general readily cotoplied with bis /eqae^i 
led back his army without delay to the relief of Segeftesi 
engaged the befiegers, put them to flight, and refcued that 
faithful friend out of the hands of his inveterate enemy. 
On this occafion the Romans took a great many prifonersi 
among whom wasThufneldis, the wife of Arminius, aad 
daughter of Segeftes, who had been the chief occafion o( 
the prefent rupture between the two illuftrious families. 
She was then pregoanti and feemed to be concerned only 
for the fate of her unhappy babe, deftined to be born in 
flavery. She bore her own captivity with the intrepidity 
of a true heroine, without (bedding a tear, or uttering a' 
word in the ftyle of a fuppliant. -Among the booty were 
found Roman fpoiU taken from Varus, and bis flaughtered 
legions, and divided amone thofe who were now prifoners. 
Arminius being put to flight, Segeftes thought it his duty 
to wait upon his deliverer. Accordingly, from a confidence 
in his (incere attachment to the Roman 'intereft, he appear** 
ed before Germanicus, without betraying the leaft fcafi 
and addrefling him with a majeftic air, enumerated, with 
great modefty, the fervices he had rendered the republic, 
which had drawn upon him the hatred of Arminius ; ofe* 
ed his mediation for the German nation, if they would ra- 
ther choofe to fubmit than be deftroyed ; and earneftW re* 
commended to his known clemency his fon and daugntefi 
intfcating him to forgive the former the error he had bcctt 
guilty of in his youth, more out of imprudence than malicci 
and to confider the latter rather as the daughter of Segeftc* 
than the wife of Arminius. Germanicus replied, withhtf 
ufual good-nature and humanity, promifmg to take hisfoQi 
daughter, and aU his relations, under his protection, affigo^d 
him a fafe retreat iii one of the neighbouring provinces 
long fince fubjeft to Rome, and then returned with tbc 
army to his former camp, where the wife of Arminius was 
delivered of a male child ^ 

In the mean time Arminius, more enraeed than ever for 
the lofs of his wife, whom he tenderly loved, and the fat* 
J. of his child, doomed to be born in captivity, flew about the 
country of the Cherufci, inflar^iing that warlike nation 
againft Segeftes and Germanicus. His credit, and theifl* 
vcdives he was conftantly uttering againft the Romans^ 
.j*oafed not only the Cherufci, ^^ut all the neighbouring na- 
tions : Inj^uiomerus,. one of the chief lords of the countrT> 
hitherto a friend to the Romany, and in high credit witft 
tb^m, though uncle to Arminius by the father's Cdc,^^ 



r 'fsic'iu ibid. cap. 57, ^9| 
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drawn into tlfc confederacy, and prevailed updn to decbfc 
for his nephewy and join hini with all his friends and depen- 
dents* GermanicuS) upon intelligence of this powerful con^ 
fedcracy, that he might not be obliged to engage fuch nu- 
merous forces united, refolved to make a diveriion ; and 
with this view detached Caecina, at the head of forty Rd- 
man cohorts, to the river Amifia, ndw the Ems, through 
the territories of the BruAeri. The caValry took another 
route, under the conduct of Pedo, who led them by the 
confines of the Frifians. 

Germanicus embarked the four remaining legions on a Gtrmani- 
neighbouring lake, and tranfported them by rivers and ca- ttumarcha 
nals to the place appointed for the general rendezvous on "f^^ 
the banks of the Amifia, where the three bodies met. The '^*^ 
Chauci, as the legions paiSed through their country, pined . ' 
them: the Bruderi, upon the approach of permanicus, .x.,/1 

attempted to fet fire to their houfes, and retire ; but; were 
reftrained by Stertinius, who had the good fortune to find, 
in the country of the Brudieri, the eagle of the nineteenth- 
legion, loft in the overthrow of Varus. The army, now 
united, purfued their march to the fartheft borders of the 
Brufieri, and laid wafte the whole country between the • . 
rivers Luppias and Amifia, that is, the Lyppe and the Ems. 
As the foreft of Teutoburgium (H) -wzs not far from the 
place where the bones of Varus,and the three legions flaugh- 
tered with him, were faid to lie unburied, Germanicus, 
touched with compaffion for their unhappy fate, refolved to 
march thither, and pay them the" laft offices. Accordingly Cermam^ 
Csecina was detached to clear the way, to examine the <^'^^^^ 
avenues leading to the foreft, and lay bridges over marlhy ^^gj^ns 
places. The reft of the army followed, and marching in of Varus 
good order, entered the gloomy foreft, where they Toon dif- WAi/ 
covered the ruins of two Roman camps, the one vel-y fpa-J if^ionu . 
ciouf, and capable of containing three legions, the other 
much lefs in circumference^ which they concluded had 
krytd for a place of retreat for the fmall number of legiotl- 
aries who had efcaped the firft day's ilaughter. The ram- 
parts of both were half ruihed, and the ditches almoft filled 
up. The plains were covered with bleached bones, fome 

(H) The foreft of Tcutobur plain in the neighbourhood of a 

gium, now Teuteberg, lay in fmall town called Horn, and is 

Weilphalia, between the Ems known by the name of Win- 

and the Lyppe. The prefent feldr, which it took^ they fup. 

inhabitants pretend to (hew the pofe, from the Germans win* 

very fpot where Varus with his ning the field. 
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iitparaft^y. fome in heaps, as tbofe unhappy mefi ehanocd to 
idX\ fingly or in bodies. In the adjacent groves were fieea 
altarSt where the barbarians had facrificed to their gpds the 
tribunes and chief centurions^ whom they had msMle pri* 
foners. On the trees furroundii)g the altars were f^aced 
the {kulls of thofe unhappy victims (I). So many dolefid 
objeds awakened in the hearts of the Romans^a tender cobh 
pafBon for the fate of tb^r countrymen, and an eager defire 
of appeafing their manes with the flaughter of an enemy fo- 
cruel and inhuman. With thefe fentiments they carefuUy 
collected the fcattered bones \ and having dug ade^ trench, 
buried them there, Germanicus laying the firft tlirf on the 
common tomb '• 

Having paid the laft offices to their friends, they abaw 
doned that folitude, difimal to their fight and memory ; and, 
full of refentment, advanced againft the authofof fomany 
evils, who retired, and encamped in an advantagtoona poft < 
dofe to the woods. The Roman general followed, and 
coming up with him, ordered his cavalry to advance and 
diilodge him, Arminius, at the approach of the Roman 
horfe, pretended to flv \ but wheeling fuddenly, and at the 
fame time giving the ngnal to a body of troop$» which he 
had concealed in the foreft, they ruOiedout upon the enemy 
with fuch vigour, that the Roman cavalry began to give vay« 
Germanicus immediately detached fome cohorts to their re« 
lief; but they too were foon put in diforder, ahdbcoken^ 
more by their own men who fled than by the enemy.^ Ar«> 
minius taking advantage of the confufion the Romans irere 
in, redoubled his efforts, and would have forced them into 
m morafs, had not Germanious advanced^ at the head of his 
legions, in order of batjtle. Arminius, finding his men aimoft 
exhaufted, did not think it addnfeable to engage the frefh lc« 
gions, and therefore retired in good order, leaving die Ro« 
mans mafters of the field. Germanicus, not judging it fiife 
to purfue the enemy through woods and forefts, oontentcd 
himfelf with this, advantage, and returned with the army to 

« Tacit. AnnaL lib. ii« cap. s6« 



(I) In Germanicus*s army 
there were fome who bad ferv- 
ed under Varus, and had the 
good fortune to efcape the ge- 
neral daughter; and thefe re- 
lated the particulars of that tra- 
gical event to the reft. *• Here 
(faid they) the commanders of 
our legions were flain; there 



our eagles were tkkea i hers 
Varus received his firft wound 3 
there he fell by his own 
hand ; in that place ftood the 
tribunal whence Arminius ha« 
rangued his troops ; in this he 
cauied gibbets to be ere^ed for 
the execution of his captives. 
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die river Aitetfia* Thirc he. etttbarked with four legiond,,. y 

ordered G^cinl to rccondu£{ the other four by land, ana 
lent thie oAvalry to the fca-fide, with orders to march>to the 
Rbhie. Though C«cina was to return through roads welt 
known, jret Germanicus exhorted him to pafs with sill polC-' 
Ue fpised the caufcWay galled the Long Bridges (K), wot- 
wMAatfding every effort, Arminius arrived there before him. 
This cattfeway led through vaft marfhes, furrounded on alt^ 
fides with woods and hills, which gently rofe from the plain. 

Arminius had already filled the woods with his men» C^cha it 
who, as foon as Csefcina approached, rufh'ed upofi him with aitacM 
fuch fury, that the legions, not able to manage their arms ^y ^^"'^ 
In tlie aee]j waters, and flippery ground, would, in all like^ "'"^ * 
lihood, .have been entirely defeated, had ' not night put an 
exitf to the combat. The Germans, encouraged with their 
fuccefs, inftead of refrelhing themfelves with fleep, em- 
ployed the whole night in diverting the courfes of the . 
fprrngs rifing in the neighbouring mountains* and turning 
them into the plains ; fo that the Roman camp was on a 
fudtien laid under water, and their works ruined. Under and re* 
Aefe circumftances, they paflcd a moft' melancholy night, ^^^^^^t^g 
Caecitia had ferved forty years, was well experienced in all Yu^s. 
the viciffitudes of wa^, and thence undauilted even in the 
^^teft dahgers. Having therefore calmly weighed every 
expedient proper for tfre prcfent conjunfture, he at length 
reiolyed to attack the Barbarians nekt day, to drive them to 
their *woods, and there keep them beGegcd, till the baggage 
and the wounded itien had pafied the^ caufeway, and were 
otxt of the enemy's reach. With this ^iew, at break oJF 
day, he drew up his legions, placing the fifth in the right . 
wing» the twenty-firft in the left, the firft in the van, and 
the twentieth in the rear. But the legions polled on th^ 
^ngs, feized with a fudden panic, as foon as dav appeared. 
deferted their ftations, and took pofl^eflion of a neld beyona 
the marfhes. Cxcina found it advifeable to follow them i 
but the baggage being entangled' in the mire, as he croflea 
the marihes, and the foldlers ^bout it in great diforder, Ar* 
minias ferzed this opportunity to begin the attack ; and^ 
crying out, •* This is a fecond Varus, the fame fate attends 
him and his legions,** he rufhed upon them at the head of 
a chofen body with uncommon fury. As he had ordered 

(K) Tacitus telk us, that had penftrjated .before. Tlus 

this caidfeway was made by Lu^ caufeway, according to Lipfi^as, 

clus DoBiitius, who, according led crofs the marfhes betwceQ 

to that writer, led an army over Lingcn, Wedden, and Coevcr- * 

the £lb^, and advanced rarther den, whence fome remains of it 

into Germany than any Roman are flill lying under water. 
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his men to aim ehiefiv at the enemjfs horfesi great num* 

bers of them were killed ; and the ground becomtng flip* 
per^ with their blood and the dime of the marlh| the kSl 
either feli^ or threw their rider»| aod galloping among the 
ranks, put them into diforder. 

Cascma diftinguiihed himfelf in a very fingnlar manner \ 
but his horfe being killed, he would have been taken pci- 
foner, had not the firft legion refcued bim« The rapacitj 
of the enemy faved Csecina and his legions from utter de- 
ftruition; for while they were on the. point of yielding, 
the Barbarians fuddenly abandoned them to feize the bag-^ 
gage. The Romans, during this reipite, ftruggled put of 
the marih, and, gaining the dry fields, formed, i|rith all 
poflible fpeed, a camp, which was immediately fortiiicdS 

The legionaries, quite, exhaufted, retired to refl; tbem- 
felves after fo fatiguing a combat. But their repoie wai 
foon interrupted by an accident^ which filled the camp widi 
alarm. A horfe having broke loofe, and frightened with 
the noife,. as he ilrayed about, ran over fome who were in 
his way. This incident happening, in the dark, raifed fuoch 
a confternation. among the legionaries, that, imagining tb^ 
Germans had .brpk^n intp the camp^ they all ran to the 
gate decumainaj >vhich was fartjieft , from the enemv» in 
order to make their efcape. C^cinajl having difcovered t^ 
true caufe of this .general uproar, .^de^voured to.fiop tho^ 
fugitives, afliiring them, that their fcar was quite ground- 
lefs 5 but none of them hearkening to him, he flung himfelf 
at length acrofs the gate. The avv^ and refpe^ they had 
/or their general,, reftrained them .from running over hi$ 
body, and put a ftop to their flight.;. and, in the mean time, 
the tribunes and centurions co^vinped them, that it was a 
falfe alarm. Then Caecina, calling them together* declared, 
that they muft be indebted for their lives to their valour, 
but that their valour ought to be retrained by conduct \ that 
they muft keep clofe within their camp till the Germans at* 
tempted to ftorm it, and then make a fudden fally^ break 
through the enemy, and purfue their march to the Rhine, 
This was the only expedient left for, retrieving .the^r glory^ 
and faving their Jives. '. 

'^ In the mean time it was refolved in the German camp, 
purfuant to the advice of Inguiomerus, to attack the Romau 
entrenchments next morning, nobody doubting, except Ar- 
«iinius, that they might be eafily forced. That commander, 
BO lefs prudent than brave, was for ftrflfering the Romans 
quietly to depart, and attacking them on their march, when 



« Tacit. Annal. ibid. 



^mbarr^fllbd 



The Rman H^ory. M9' 

anbarraiTed among forcfts and marflietr but the advice of 
litgttio^tirufl^ pfetrailtng** as foon as it -was lights the Ger* 
mans bef<?t the campi and^ having filled the .ditches, were 
already .eiimbing up the ramparts, vhen Cxcina ordered 
the* figoal to be given to the cohorts, who> fallying out 
with . Ipud (bottts, %A\ upon the afiailants,' and made a dread-* 
fui flatighter of them, while they, were Tcaling the ea- 
tj:en^n>ents. The Qe^ans, who imagined that few Ro- kui org f#« 
maoii were, remaioiogi and bad thefefore promifed them^ I^V^d^ mid 
felve^^an e^fy vi£lory, iwerc fo furprifed and intimidated' ^V* 
at.this-fudden and uaexpefied attack, that they immedi-*'^ ' 
ately betook themfelves to flights Tbe Romans purfued 
theini» and made a dreadful flaughter of the fugitives. Ar- 
94]UMS had the good fortune to efcape unhurt ; but In« 
(leymiQIus was dangefouity woMnded* After this a&ion^ 
f^e GoriMn^) ss deftitute of conduct indiftrefs, as void o£ 
modei^l^ m proipejrityV appeared no moce; fo that Gd^ 
cUia puiciued bis mar db'*u»molefted . to* tb& Rhine \ 

In ^ mean time a r«|iiQrtbeing.fpread^'that the Roman 7X# rra* 
|brce$ were cut in piecesj and a German ^army in full march ragious A#- 
to iQv;i4e Gai»l,j f^mc^ timorous partifans of Romie were- for ^^^?*«r «/ 
breaking down the bridgewhicb the: Romans* had built over ^^^Pt^^ 
tbe Rhifie negr Trey<^j but Agrippiha, who ftill continued 
|a. that !^) not .giving credit to the public report, oppofed, 
with a manly courage, tbe^xecution of this defign, and pre* 
ieired* Khe bridge* She. bad foon Jthe fatisfadipn to fee tbe 
jegtons Qnder vsecina^ which were .fiippofed to have met 
witb the fame fajte as thofe of Varus, arrive^ much reduced^ 
and extremely fatigued, but vi£kprious. Afftbey approached, 
this undaunted heroine went out with her iba Caligula to 
receive them; aodf ftsinding at the head .of the bridge, 
comnaended, as they pailed, their gallant behaviour, and 
returned them thanks, for it in a mod obliging manner* In 
the abfence of her huiband, (he difcharged all the duties of 
a general, relieved tbe .neceflities of the foldiers, prefcribed 
medicines fcM' the wounded, fupplied ibme with cloaths, 
9od to all extended tbe.efie£t& of her unbounded generofity. 
.This behaviour, however commendable, roufed the jealoufy 7hijf»>i^ 
of Tiberius : " It is not (faid he), againft foreigners only iou(jf$f 
that (he thus ftiidies to win the affeftions. of the foldiery \ ^i^^«u* 
fhe has already given manifeft proofs of her afpiring views, 
in carrying her cbildi the general's fon, about the' camp, in 
tbe habit of a common foldiert with the title of Caefar Ca« 
ligula. Sejanus, well acquainted with the diftruftful tem- 
per of Tiberius, had already entertained ambitious defigns, 

¥ Tacit. AnnaU lib. ii» qip, ^6. Pio, lib, IviL p» 6 j 5, U feq. 
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mAAch be ccmld nee compos widiovr Ae deftrtiQldn rf 
Gennanicus'f fiinily, in&vnei mth his groutidMl^ fug* 

EftkmsJtbe emperor's jealoufies, md fowed in his mmA the 
sda of an irreconcSeable hatred agatinft A^ppir^. '' '^ 
Gcrmatiicus^ harving conveyed the ibur IqpcAi^ ddWti the 
Amifia into the ocea% in order to rettfrn br fen to the 
Mtine, arid finding that his ▼efleis. were orrerloaded, ddi* 
Tered the feoond and fomteentfa 'legkmt to Piiblins Vitd- 
lias, one of his lieutenants, with ordeia to reeonduA them 
by land. This march proved fatal. to great nnmbers of 
them, who were either buried in .the 4)ntck-fands^ or«fwai- 
lowed by the bilfows, and overibwing tide, to which they 
were ftrangers.* Thofe who efeaped loft their arms, uten^ 
file, andprovifions, and fpent a mehmefaoly night M afl 
eminence, which they had gained. ^ Next morning the hmd 
appearing after 'the tide of ebb,' Vitellios, with a haftf 
march, reached she river Ufingitfi -wtdx^h fome l^dtehMls 
critics take for theHoerenfter, oowhkh ftands fhe^tfity of 
Gneningen. Tbbse Oermanieus^ who hlid reached ^that 
fiver with his fleet, again embarked tht two fegtoMs, ahd 
cpnveyed them to the mouth of the Rhine, vrtrer^iftey sffl 
letumed to the city of the Ubii,'or.jCblogne. 

Oermanicus'feimd in that citySe^meriis,'the hrbtlierof 
Sq^ftes^ witb^ his'iTon Sefithacus, wbb,'1iaViftg iiendbtacM 
thcoMifedeiacy of their countrymen, werecoibe to imploit 
the clemency of the Romans, 'tfnd enter intb an 'iiliiitiie^ 
with them, "^heifirther, thotigh ^ne of the ^ief asfthor^ 
of the levok, was inndly received by Germaniccis ; bst it 
was with much difficithy that he confented to paifdon tVc 
ion, whowas (hidto have infttlted the dead bokfyt^thean-* 
fortunate Varus.-' In this expedit#d«i Gei^manldtis gained no 
great advantages, and loft maay-'t^f lis »lrn. Tli^gMiter 
part of thofe who had efcaped ibn^anv d^n^ts- ret^hied 
without arms, horfes, and tttenfils> MiNntiked, SanMd, and 
hnfit for fervice % but the fame of hlk^iHiiiie, atldamiiAte q«a- 
Itties, having already fiUed th&Gaiits,' Spain, tod kirfy,ihe 
inhiabitants of thofe Countries ftrove who (honld be mdft for<* 
ward XI) &pply3ng him with arms, horfes^ money, and whtt- 
ever was ncceffafyiorthe {ilrofecutidn of the war. ' ©efma- 
nKUs" thanked them for their zeal ;' but accepted only the 
horfes and arms*i 

* Though the jealous emperor repined at the glory of the 
brave Gertnanicos, yet, glad of his fUccefs, he confirmed to 
him the title of imperdtor, which the legions had beftowedy 
and decreed the tminipbal honours to Aulus Ctecina, Lu- 
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CHts Aprodiiity and Caius Silius, three of his lieuteoaat^ 
who had diftingiuQied tbemfelves in the courfe of the war* 
In order to coocitiate the affe&ions; of the people, which Tthirita 
fcemed to centre wholly in Germanicus, he affeded popu- sffe&s po' 
larity, rejeding the pompous tjitlea offered by the fenate, p^^iyh 
relieving the d&ftrefied with great geacrofity, and eafing tb^ ^^ImL 
inhabitants of Rofoet and the j^rpvinces, of feveral tai^ea 
with which tbey .had. been burtiieiied by Auguftus. A fe-* 
nator^ named Piu$ A^reliu^, yf\H>{p houfe bad fallen, ap* 
pli^d to the fenate for .relief* T.he preBtors of the treafury 
oppofed his fuit \ but neyerthelefe Tiberius ordered him tbf 
price of his hp¥fe# Propertiufr Celery who had been pr»» 
tor, defiring to fefign the feftatorial dignity, as too bur** 
theaforoe to his fmali eftate, Tibcfrius*- upo^ infoirmation 
that hia misfortwe» were owing to hia father, prefciited 
him with a thotifand great fe^rc«s* The Tiber having 
Overflowed th^ lower parts of the city, he caufed the bed ot '- 
that river to be ckan^ ; and apppintedf according to Dio, 
five» according .10 Tacitus, only, two magiftrate^of the iS^u* 
torial orders ,who{e .fole bnfinefe w^ to gnard ag^inil the 
overflowing of the'Tiber, and e^^rain it within if^ banks. 
The provinces of Achaia and Mgcodon* begging to beeafed 
of their public burdens, were this year taKcn from the fe* 
natCi and given to the emperor. . 

Thus Ti^rios aflTeded populaj^y ; but neverthelefa did Hi r#* 
not acquire the reputation of being truly popular, having wmsth 
this very year revived the law of trcafon or maj>fty with ^'^rf^'^^ 
relation to libels or words i a law abpve all others execrable ^'f^* 
to the people, fince, by it, tbofe who wrote or fpoke any 
thing reflecting on the emperor, w€;re deemed guilty of 
Kigh tieafoq. In the times of the republic, fays Tacitus, 
iiftions were imniflied» but weirdy were free. Auguftus was 
the firil who brought words under the penalty of this law i 
and Tiberius^ exafperated by fatiiicalverfesdifperfed about 
the city, expofing his cruelty, his pride, and the mifunder^r 
ftanding which already began betweenhim and bis mother, 
thought it neeeflary to revive this dreadful law; a law 
wbicn occafioned, under him and his fucceiTors^ fo much 
blopdflied in Rome, and all parts of the empire '• 

Several perfons were profccuted upon this law, the em« 
peror having, as he was naturally fufpicious and diftriiftful, 
bis fpies and emiflfaries difperfed all over the city. Some Sivirsl 
of thefe accufed Falanius, a Roman knight, of having ad* p^rfins ae^ 
mtttcd into his houfe, where be had ere&ed an altar in ho- '"^'^jf *?' 
Iiour of Auguftus, among the other adorers of the deified ^^'^ * 

* Tacit. Ann* fiU L cap^ ?•— 7i* 
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emperor^ one Caffios^ a .pantoRiime, infamous for his <Ie- 
baucheries. To this charge they added another; that, baT- 
ing fold his gardens, he had fold with them the ftatue of 
Auguftus. Rubrtus, ai^her Roman knight, was charged 
with fwearing falily by the dmnityof Anguftus. Tioe* 
rifis, fatisfied with haling reftored this law to it» former ti-^ 
gour, and by that expedient checked the freedom ai fpcech, 
and the licentioufnefa of libellets, would not allow any 
punifhment to be inflided on the pretended crimifials. 

It was not long, however, before he plainir fliewed^ that 
he defigned to take notice of fttch inforniblions ; Granius 
MarcelTus, pnetor, or rather propraetor, of Bithyniaj being 
charged with high treafon of this nature by hils own qnedfer 
Caepio Crifpirius, Tiberius flew into a violent paiEon^ and, 
in that fudden tranfport, was for condemning, without- far- 
ther enquiry, the pretended criminal, Mkrcellvte was ac« 
eufed ot having fpoken difrefpc^Uully of the emperor ; and 
the accufer, to render his accufation more credible, col> 
leding whatever was moft deteftable in the prinec^g cha- 
rafter, repeated it as the exprciffions of the accufed* He 
added, that MarcellUs ha^ placed his own ftatue higher 
than thofe of the Caefar^ ; and that, having taken the head 
from pff the ftatue of Augtiftu8« he had placed the bead of 
Tiberius in its room. The emperor was fo enraged, that, 
no longer able to diflemble his refentment, he declared, 
that he would himfelf, in this caufe, give his vote openly, 
and upon his oath. Cneius Pifo then a&ed him, ^^ In what 
place, Cdefar, will you choofe to give your opinion ? If 
£rft, I fliall have your example to follow ; if laft, I am 
afraid I may difagree with you.** Thefe words ftung Tibe* 
rius ; neverthele^ he bore them patiently, being afhamed 
of his tranfport, and fuSered Marcellus to be acquitted of 
high treafon •. 

The diflenfions of the theatre, which had begun in the 
courfe of the preceding year, now broke out with great 
violence, and rent almoft the whole city into faAions and 
parties, fome proteding one player^ and tome another ; nay, 
the oppofite parties often came to blows, and turned the 
playhoufe into a field of battle. In one of thefe frays, fe« 
veral foldiers who attended in the play-houfe, and at the 
gate, to prevent difturbances, were killed, and among them 
a centurion ; even the tribune of a prxtorian cohort was 
wounded, while he was endeavouring to fecure the magif^ 
trates from infults, and to quell the licentious rabble. The 
fenate took this affair intoconfideration \ and feveral expe* 
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Aitnts were propofcd for preventing fuch riotsi Tlie ma* 
jority were for impowering the praetors to fcourge the ^ 
players, who, as was fuppofed, were the chief authors of 
thefe tumul^d. Bat Haterias Agrippa^ tribune of the peo- 
ple, oppofed this motion*, alleging, that Auguftus had de* 
clared, that players (hould not be fcourged ; and, indeed, 
that emperor, who took great delight in fuch diverfions, 
had reftrain^d the power of punifliing the players ^ which, . 
by an ancient law, the magiftrates had, till that time, ex- 
ercifed over them, in all places and ages. Afinius Gallus^ 
with great afperity, reprimanded the tribune for his oppo* 
iition J which, however, prevailed, out of refpeft to Au- 
guftus, whofe laws were to be inviolably obferved. 

In order to curb the infolence of the players, their wages Laws fir 
were, by a decree of the fenatc, curtailed : and it was ^J^^ig *^ 
moreover enaded, that no fenator fliould vifit a player 5 jj^^j* ^ 
t^at no Roman knight (hould be feen abroad In their com- '^ 
pany ; and that chey (hould a£l nowhere but in the theatre 
or public piay-houfe >• The praetors were impowered to 
puni(h with bani(hment fuch of the fpedators as (hould 
jraife the leaft difturbance in the theatre. Thus was an end 
put for a time to thefe riots and tumults* 

In the courfe of this year Tiberius difcharged the legacies Tibirius 
which Auguftus had left to the people; but fullied the glory ^fchdrga 
naturally arifmg fromfo plaufible and popular an a6iion, by ^ffJ^^L 
another equally bafe and cruel. A facetious Roman advanc- Jufi^^ 
ing one day to a bier as it pafled, and addrefling himfelf to 
the deceafed, faid aloud, *' Remember to inform Auguftus, 
that the legacies which he left to the people, are not yet paid.** 
This ple^^fantry being related to Tiberius, he commanded 
the jefter to be brought to him \ and having paid his full 
demand, caufed him to be put to death immediately, telling Ttherius 
faim, that he fliould gd himfelf to Auguftus, finc^ he could p^niflasa 
give him fre(ber accounts than the deceafed*. However, •^.^a*''' 
a few days after, 'he paid the legacies ^. The people intreat- 
ing him to eafe them of the tai of one per cent. eftabli(hed 
2U the end of thet:ivil wars upon all vendible commodities, 
lie declared, by an edi£t, that the fund for maintaining 
the army depended entirely upon this tax ; and that even 
then the republic would not be able to defray the vaft charges 
attending the iinak difmilBon of veterans oefore the twen- 
tieth year of their fervice. By this decree the conceflTions 
made to the foldiery during the late (edition were implicitly 
revoked, :and the men were obliged to ferve twenty years^' 

r Suet, in Aug. cap. 45. c. Tacit. Ann. lib. i. cap. 76, 77* 

\ JX04 lib. ivii. p. 611. i Suet, in Tiber, cap, 57. 
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Revohs at Wore, inftcAd of fisteen K Thus Tiberiiis, while lli 
the €onc$f' was ftudying to gain the hearts of the people and ibldierji 
^msgrwit- p^y^ them juft mocii^es to complain of his piefent, and to 
/tdUry! ^J^^ad his future behaviour. Let us now return to GerouH 
' ^^' nicus* 

Yr. of Fl. T^^^^ brave prince fpent the winter, when Statilius Si- 
A364. fenna Taurus, and Lucius Scribonius Libo were confuls, in 
A. D. i6. preparations for another expedition into Germany, having 
U, C. 764. iii^ heart wholly intent on the entire reduction of that coun« 
try. He weighed with himfelf the methods he had hitherto 
euTuuder- P^^'f^ed in that war, the misfortunes and fuccefles whicb 
takes an- bad attended him fince he firft undertook it % and finding, 
•tker txpi' that the Germans were chiefly indebted for their fafety to 
auiw wto iiieir woods and maribes, to their fhort Summers and early 
^irmamj, winters, and that his own men fufiered more from their 
long and tedious marches than from the enemy, he re(blved 
to enter the country by fea, hoping, by that avenue, to be-* 
gin the campaign earlier, and furprife the enemy. Having 
therefore built, -with great difpatch, during the winter, a 
thoufand veflels of difierent forts, he^ early in the fpring« 
ordered them to fall down the Rhine, appomting the ifland 
of the Batavians (L) £»r the place of ^nerai rendezvousi 
as the mod convenient for receiving the forces, and con- 
veying them from thence to thofe parts of Germany which 
be defigned to invade. Mean while, he . detached Silius,* 
one of his lieutenants, wiib orders to nuke a fudden imip* 
tion into the country of the Catti ; but he himfelf^ ilpon 
intelligence that a Roman fort, upon the Luppias, was oe« 
N fieged by the enemy, haftened with fix legions to its relief. 

Silius was prevented, by fudden rains/from doing more than 
taking fcNSie fmall booty, with the wife and daughter of 
Arpus, prince of the Catti ( neither did thofe who had in* 
veiled the fort wait till Germanicus arrived, but, upon tbs 
OhVtges thi Yiews of his approach, breaking up the fiege, fled and dif*" 
Cirmans to perfed. However, in their retreat, tbey idverthrew the mo* 
rai/e thg numcnt lately raifed in honour of Varus and his legions, 
JUmcM * ^^ *^*^ ^^ *^**' formerly ere^^ed to Drufus. The altar 
fif.^^ Germanicus reftored, and performed, with the legions, the 

funeral ceremony of running round it, to the honour of his 
father* according to the ancient cuftom : he then fortified, 
with new works, the whole fpace between the forts whicb the 

k T^clt. Ann. lib. i. cap' 7t- 

(L) According to TaettUB, Rhine, and the Vahalis, now 
the itland ot the Batavians was the Wale. 
hKHuided by the ocean, the 
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0fiemf bad bdfieged, the AUSfo, novr the Yflel, and tli« 
Rhine ^ 

The fleet arming at the iflandof the Batavians, the pro- Hem- 
viGons and warlike engines were put • on board, and font ^^*' ^ 
fof ward 'f Clips were affigncd to the legions and allies ; and *^*-^' 
tbe whole army being embarked^ the fleet entered the canal 
formerly cot by Drufus, .and, from his name, called Foffii 
Drufiana, or .the canal of Drufus (M). Here the pious ge^ 
neral did not forget to invoke the manes of his father, &> 
feeching him to encourage with his ei^ample, and ii^pire 
wkh whokfome counfeJs, his fon, who was following hit 
footftcps. Hence he failed profperouily through lakes (N% Jrriws i^ 
and the occ^n, to the Amifia or Ems ; and^ having landed tAi Amj/Sa^ 
his troops at the mouth of that rirer, marched dire£Uy td 
the Vifurgis or Wefer. While he lay encamped on the 
banks of that river, news were brought him, that the An« 
grivarii (O) had revolted* He forthwith difpatched a body 
of horfe, and light-armed foot, againii them, under the 
command of Stertiniiis, who, with fire and fword, fpread 
defolation throughout the country. In the mean time, the Finds 4f 
famoua Arminius, bding informed of Germanicus's defign, miuius at 
appeared on the oppofitc bank of the Vifurgis (P), at the '^/ yifitr* 
h<^ of die Cherufci, determined to difpuce the paflTage of ^''' 
the river. 

However, before hoftilities began on either fide, he aflcedf 
whether Germanicus was arrived; and, being'anfwered that 
he was, he begged permiffion to fpeak with his brother, who^ 

> Tacit. Anna], lib. ii. cap. 25. 

(M) TheFoflTaDrufianawas Tacitus informs us; but, at 
a canal cut by Drufus, to con- this time dwelt, as is manifcft 
itcy the waters of the Rhine in-' from the paflage before us, be^ 
to the Sala, now the Sale, and tween the Amifia and Vifurgis. 
from thence throu^ the Lake Some modem geographers think 
Flevus into' the ocean. It ex- they poffefled part of the pre- 
tended eight miles, from the ■ fent province of Over3rfiel, of 
p^fent village of (feloort to the the county of Benthem, and of 
toivn of Doeiblirg. . the diocefe of Paderbome* 

(N) From this, and feveral (P) The Vifurgis, aslipfiul 

other paifages in Tacitus, it is obferves, in this place, is chiefly 

man! fed, that, in former times, indebted to Tacitus for its 

there were feveral lak^s in this fame, and Tacitus for his to 

country, though, at prefent, the Vifurgis ; for, in a monaf- 

there is but one, called, in the tery on this river, were found 

language of the country, the the five firil books of his Annals.' 

Zuiderfee. after they had been long looked 

(O) The Angrivarii had of- upon as loft, 
ten changed their habitation^ *ts 

under 
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tiiider the name of Flavius^ had long lenred in the tloiASfl 
zrmjf and had loft an eye in fighting under Tiberius. His 
requeft being granted, Fiavfus advanced $ and Arminiusi 
having firft faluted him, and ordered his own attendants t6 
withdraw, defired, that the Roman archers, who were 
drawn up clofe to the bank of the river, might likewife re* 
dre. When they were removed, ** How came you, bro* 
ther, by this deformity in your countenance ?"^ faid Armi-* 
nius. Flavius having told him in what place, and battle, 
he had loft his eye ; *^ And what reward (aflced Arminius) 
have you received for fo dangerous a wound?'* •* In* 
creafe of pay, (anfwered Flavins), a crown, a chain,' and 
other military gifts ^'^ which Arminius treating with deri* 
fion, and ft y ling the vile wages of ilavery, a warm conteft 
arofe between the two brothers : the one extolled the great-* 
nefs of the Romans, the power of the emperor, the unhappy 
condition of the conquered, the Roman clemency to fuch 
as fubmitted, the kind treatment of the wife and fon of Ar« 
minius. The other urged the rights of their common coun«* 
try, their ancient liberty, the gods of their anceftora } bc- 
feeching him, by their common mother, not to prefer the 
najne of a traitor, of a betrayer of his friends, relationSi 
and country, to that of their general and commander. 
By degrees they came to reproaches, and, though parted by 
the river, would have proceeded to blows, had not Sterti- 
nius reftrained Fiavius, who called for his horfe and ar* 
mour. On the oppofite bank, Arminius, inflamed with 
I age, was heard to utter dreadful threats, and menace the 
Romans, as he departed, with an approaching battle $ for 
with his native language he mingled many Latin words, 
which he had learnt while he ferved as general of bis coun« 
trymen in the Roman armies "• 

Next day the German armv appeared on the oppofite bank 
of the Vifurgis, in order ot battle : but Germanicus, not 
thinking it advifeable to attack them, ordered the horfe to 
ford over, under the condu£t of Stertiniiis and jflEmilius, 
who, to divide the enemy's forces, crofled the river in dif« 
tant places. At the fame time Cariovalda, leader of the 
fiatavlariis, pafled where it was moft rapid; but being drawn 
into an ambufcade by the enemy, and furrounded on all 
fides, he fell, under a fliower of darts, while he was, with 
incredible bravery; attempting to break through the enemy's 
numerous battalions Many of the Batavian nobility fell 
round him; the reft were taved by their own bravery, or 
by the cavalry of Stertinius and ^milius^ who, upon the 
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liirft notice of their danger, flew to the relief of tlieir dif- 
trcfled allies. Gerniatiicus having, during' this Ikirmifli, Germam^ 
pafTed the Vifurgis withdut taoleftation, was informed by a tuspa^es 
deferter, that Arminius, bfeing joined by feveral German '^/ ^^i^^" 
hationsi had refblved to attack his camp by night. In con-^ ^ 
fequenc6 of this infdrmatioftj the Roman general feiit out 
parties to reconnoitre, who, tipori their i*eturn, reported^ 
that they had heai'd a gr^t noife of men and horfes, arid 
difcerriea the eriemy's fires in a neighbouring wood. Ger* bifco^ugrg 
Ifianicus, no longer doubting that they defigned to Venture thefentU^ 
vt dccifive battle, refolved t6 learn in perfoh the real fenti*- T"//*^ * 
ments of the foldiery: with this view he, in the beginning ^^;^ . 
of the ilight, went out of the prsetoriurri, in difguife, with 
6ne attendant ; and, liftening from tent to tent to the dif* 
courfes of the men at their rtieals, had the fatisfadion to 
hear his t)wn praifes in every oriels mouth, and the foldiery 
encouraging each othef to exert themfelvesin the approach- 
ing battle, from gratitude to fo deferviilg a general. While 
Germanicus was thus employed, One of the Germans, who 
ipoke Latin, riding up to the Roman entrenchments, of* 
fered, in the name of Arminius, to every deferter, a Wife, 
land, and one hundred fefterces a day, as long as the war 
lafted. This offer the legions considered as an affront ; 
and, full of rage and refentment, " Let day Come, (faid 
they), we will feize their lands -, we will take, not receive, 
German wives " About the third watch the enemy ap- 
proached ; but finding the Romati3 prepared to receive them, 
they retired, without difcharging a dart. 

Early next morning Germanicus, having afTembled his Germanu 
troops, acquainted theni with his defign^ to terminate fo te* cus tneom* - 
dious and fatiguing a war by a decinvc battle : he made ^^S^* **' 
them fenfible of their advantage over the enemy, both as to *"'** 
their arms, and manner of fighting ; reprcfented the Ger- 
mans as men of a frightful afpeft, and violent in the be- 
ginning of a battle, but diftieartened with wounds, unaf- 
fected with their own difgrace, unconcerned for their gene- - 
ral, cowards in diftrefs, in profperity defpifers ofniU divine 
and human laws. Finally, he exhorted his nlen byoiie ge- 
nerous- effort to enable him to conquer in thofe very coun*- 
tries where his father and uncle had conquered. His ha- 
rangue infpired the whole army with great ardour, which 
was expreued with the loudeft acclamations* Neither did 
Arniiniu$, and the other German chiefs, neghik to ani- 
mate their countrymen, and encourage them either to main- . . 
tain, hy their bravery, the liberty thev had received from 
their anceflors, or to prevent flavery by a glorious death. 
Having thus enflamed their courage, they ]ed them into a 
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plain called IcBftavifus (Q^)» bounded on the one £de if 
the Vifurfisy and, on the other, by a ridge of hills* Be- 
hind this plain was a foreft of tall trees, thick t)f branches 
above, but clear of buflies below. The Gernfians were all 
drawn up on the plain, and at the entrance of the foreft, ex- 
cept the Cherufci, who were pofted on the hills^ and or*- 
dered to fall upon the Romans in the heat of the fight. 

Germanicus had fcarce entered the plain, with' his troops 
in battle-array, when he obferved the Cherufci, impatient of 
delays, pouring down from the hills. He forthwith com- 
manded a cholen body of horfe to charge them in flank, 
and, at the fame time, detached Stertinius, with the reft of 
the cavalry, ordering him to wheel about, and fall upon 
their rear. In the mean time, the Roman infantry ad« 
vancing, attacked the enemy in front with fuch vigour, that 
the Germans, not able to ftand the {hock, immediately gave 
ground. Thofc who were pofted at the entrance of the fo- 
reft, fled to the plain, and thofe in the plain took (belter ia 
the foreft. The Cherufci alone maintained the fight, en- 
couraged by the example of the valiant Arminiu^ who, 
though wounded, would have broken through the noman 
archers, had not the auxiliary cohorts of the Rhaetians, Vin- 
delicians, and Gauls, haftened to their relief. However, 
by his own valour, and the fwiftnefs of his horfe, he ef<* 
caped the prefent danger, having firft dyed his face with 
his own blood, to avoid being known. Some writers have 
related, that the Chauci, who ferved in the Roman army, 
fufl^ered him to retire unmolefted. The fame braver}^ or 
connivance, facilitated the efcape of Inguiomeru^ : the reft 
were either cut in pieces, or drowned in atteimptix:^ to 
fwim acrofs the Vifurgis. The flaughter lafted from qiorn- 
ing to night, and the country was covered ten iniles round 
with arms and dead bodies. The Romans were no fooner 
returned from the purfuit than Germanicus, a(cribing the 
whole glory of fo remarkable a viftory to Tiberius, under 
whofe aufpices he had fought, caufed him to be proclaimed 
emperor on the field of battle, and, raifing a mount, placed 
upon it, as trophies, the arms of the enemy, anfcrib^ un- 
derneath with the names of the conquered natipus \ 

a Tacit. Annal. lib. i. 
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^fee tkttnaiw, though vaFMjuMh^, afwi Mncady ^ef- 
laiifled to abfrndon theiV coantTy, and 'feek fof ft>dter be- 
yond the i^\]>is or Elbe^ were (o enraged at ohe faifing ^Etf 
^hts moBnt) ^ich they lo<yke4 opon as an kiftik tKft to be 
i>ef ne, that, forgetting f heir wounds amd msfortiincs, thejr 
ran to arms agam 5 the common people, the nubility, young 
and old, all in a confufed body, rufhed &dd«n^ upon the t-kfffkHI 
Romans, like «ie« in defpair ; «nd put them, as thoy met^ '^^^^^^ 
on their march, and tinder -no appfebcnfion ^ an enemy, J^JJJJ 
into feme diferder. Bemg reptfKcd, they encamped in n * 

plain Ihiit in between a river and a forefft ; the foreft waft 
furreunded by a deep marfli, except on one fide, which * 
'!Bras indofed by a broad rampart rai fed formerly by the 
Angrivariiy as a barrier between them and fhcir neighbours 
the Oherufcii In thk plain the enemy potted their infantry, 
concealing t^cir cavalry among the neighbouring groves, 
<hat they might fall upon the rear of the Roman army, as 
4bon as they had entered the foreft. Oermanicus, being Afeeond 
Informed of their defign, ordered Seius Tubero, one of his ^^^^* 
lieutenants, to enter the plain at the head of clie cavalry; 
liis infantry he divided into two bodies, commanding the 
one to attack the enf my ip tl^e wood, and leading the other 
in perfon to force the rampart. The foot, that fought on 
-even ground, broke eafiiy in ; but the attack of the ranl- 
part coft Germanicus dear, the Germans defending it with GaUant 
great boldnefs and intrepidity. However, having at length bcha^vieur 
tftken the rampart, he entered the wood at the head of the ^f^^^Oir* 
praetorian cohorts, and there made a moft dreadful havoA *'^'* 
<rfthe enemy, who could not, for want of room, manage 
their kmg fpcars : nevcithelefs, they made a moft vigorous 
rcfiftance, and difputcd the ground inch by inch. Armi- 
'sius did not, on this occafion, exert his ufual aftivity, be- 
ing drfabled and weakened by a wound he had received ; 
but Inguiomerus, with great intrepidity, flew about the 
ranks, animating his countrymen more by his example than 
bywords. Germanicus, that he might be known, pulled off 
his helmet, and encouraged his men to purfue the (laughter; 
*' No. quarter (he cried); we want no captives; nothin|( 
but an utter deftru£):ion of thefe perfidious nations will put 
an end to the war.'* # 

However, as the day was already far advanced, he de* 
tacbed a legion to form a camp for his weary troops; but 
the reft continued the flaughter till night, when they retir» ^^^ ^^^ 
ed glutted with the blood of the enemy. Tbrs fecond vie- p^ans d^ 
tory was entirely owing to the foot (R), for the horfe ftai$d^ 

' fought 

(R) Germanicus, having, hi? vi6^oriou9 troops, of the 
from his tribunal, commended arms takea from the enemy 
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ThijMgri^ fought With doubtful fuccers. He afterwards detached SteN 
mariifub^ tioius againft Angrivarii, who, by an immediate fubmifiion) 
*^^* prevented the calamities that threatened them. Germani- 

cus» no iefs compaiConate than brave, pardoned them 
without referve, and fuSered them to live quietly accord- 
ing to their own laws, under the prote£tion of Rome ^ 
Grtwtfimi' Germanicus, with the redudion of the Angrivarii, ter^ 
cut^ rt- minated the campaign, fending fome of the legions back in- 
Jf^^'j^^^ to winter-quarters by land, and embarking himfelf with the 
ainStM* ^^^^ on the Amifia, iq order to return by fea. The ocean^ 
fiorm. proved at (irfl; very calm, and the wind favourable ; but a 

fudden ftorm arifing, the fleet, confining of a thoufand 
Mmrf •fhis veflels, was difp^rfed ; fome of them were fwallowed b]f 
vejfeb/hip^ the waves, others da(hed in pieces againft the rocks, or 
HMfTicked. driven upon remote and inhofpitable iflands, where the 
men either perifhed with famine/ or lived upon the flefh of 
the dead horfes, with which the (here was ftre\<red ; for, in 
order to lighten their vefiels, and difengage them from the 
(hoals, they had been obliged to throw overboard their 
horfes, and beafts of burden, nay, even their arms and 
baggage. The gaily of Germanicus alone landed on the 
coaft of the Chauci, where the humane general, deeply af- 
fefted with the misfortunes of hisfellow-foldiers, wander- 
ed day and night about the rocks and promontories, in hopes 
Hihgrtai of defcrying fome of the difperfed veiTels. As none of them 
£MctrM. appeared, he was heard accufmg himfelf as the author of 
this dreadful difafter ; and, di(lra£fced with grief, he would 
have thrown himfelf headlong into the deep, had not he 
been reftrained by his friends and attendants. At length, 
to his infinite fatisfadion, he difcovered part of the fleet 
returning, though in a very ihattered condition, fome of 
the vefTels being without oars, others without fails, ufing 
in their Head the foldiers cloaks ; many were quite difabled, 
and towed by fuch as had fufFered Iefs damage. The latter 
he caufed to be immediately repaired, and difpatched them 
to the neighbouring iflands in queft of his difperfed le- 
gionaries. By thele means the greater part of them were 
at length colieded. The Angrivarii, who had lately fub- 

X Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. 

formed a monument, with this metit/' He made no roen- 
inl^riptton : ** To Mars, to Ju- tion of himfelf, either to avoid 
^.-^ , piter, and to Auguftus, the giving umbrage to Tiberius, or 
' army of Tiberius Cacfar, hav- becaufe he thought the record- 
ing entirely vanquiibed the na- ing of the fad a fufficient teHi- . 
tiopsbetiveen the Rhine and the mony of his valour and con- 
Albisj confecraces this monur duvSt. 
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irttted, to give Germanicas, on this occaGon, an undoubt- Rfeoverj 
cd proof of their fidelity, redeemed many, who had been matifQjhh 
made captives by their neighbours. Some, who had been 
driven into Britain, were generouily fent back by the petty 
kings, who at that time reigned in this ifland-i^(S), 

Upon the news of this wreck, the Catti, afluming frefli 
courage, ran to arms ; but Caius Silius, detached againft 
them with thirty tfaoufand foot and three thoufand horfe, 
kept them in awe. Germanicus himfelf, at the head of a litvades 
more numerous body, made a fudden irruption into the '^^ ^•«*- 
country of the Marfi (T), where he M'as informed by onc'^^'^ 
IVf alovendus, who had once commanded their troops, but reeavnT* 
bad lately taken part with the Romans, that the eagle of one ef 
one of Varus's legions was concealed in a neighbouring VaruiU 
grove, and guarded only by a fmall body of troops. This '^''^» 
intelligence filled Germanicus with joy : he immediately 
fent two detachments, one to face the enemy, and draw 
them from their poft, the other to fall upon their rear, and 
recover the eagle. Succefs attended both ; and the Roman 
general, having ravaged the enemy's country, broughtback 
the eagle in triumph: he then returned to the fronriers 
of Gau), and there put his troops into winter-quarters, 
having, by this glorious and fucccfsful expedition, retrieved, 
in fome degree, the glory of the Roman name, and ba- 
lanced his late misfortune at fea ^ He hoped, in one cam- 
paign more, to complete the reduQion of Germany ; and, 
in order to keep up the fpirit of the foldiery, and encourage* 
them to purfue with alacrity that great work> he made 
good> at his own expence, a?) the lofles they had fuftained 
in the late ftorm, caufing as much to be paid to each le«> 
gionary as he had loft. 

But in the mean time Tiberius, jealous of the great fame Ht u re* 
and reputation which his nephew had acquired by bis re- €mlUd hy 
peated vifkories over the Germans, and his popularity, jce- ^'*^«'» 

y Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. . * Idem lib. in cap^ 25. 

(S) Tacitus tells iis» that thofe (T) Before the canal was 

who came from diflaot couo- cut by Drufua, the Marii in<^ 

tries related wonders at their habited part of the territories of 

return, and entertained their Velawe and Zutphen, where 

comrades with Grange accounts the prefent cities of Anaheim, 

of violent whirlwinds, of birds Grolle^ and Bredefbrt, iland : 

never heard of before, of fea- hut afterwards they fettled bo- 

mongers, which, from their tween the Rh'me and liala, and, 

ambiguous forms, appeared to in procefs of time, changed 

be 9 new fpecies between men the nanie of Marfi for that of 

^d beafls* Marfaci, or Mtfikin. 
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ibived to feparate him from his old and' fisikhCul legions. 
With this view, he prefied him by frequent letters to return 
te Rome, and enjoy the triumph decreed hhn : )ie urged^ 
th^t he had already undergone Aifficient dangers; that 
though fttccefs had attended him, yet he had fuftained 
great lofles, which indeed were owing to no fault ^f bis, 
put to the winds and waves ; that he himfelf, having beea 
fent nine times into Germany by Auguftu8» had, more by 
policy than foree of arms, brought the Sicambri into fubt 
je£tion, and drawn the Suevi, ^nd MaK>boduus king of ibe 
Marcomanni, to conclude a peaqe with Rome s be added^ 
that the Cherufci, and other barbarous nations, now the 
Romans h^ been fully reveaged on them, might he le£| 
to purfiie their domeftic fe^ds, and deftroy one another. 
Germanicus, tn anfwer to the emperor's letters, eameftl]p 
ifttreated him to grant him one year more to complete hi$ 
ccmqueit, fmce the enemy were already eoueerting tneaforea 
for obtaining peace. Tiberius was inflexible : in order 
therefore to iniice him^ home, he offered him a ieeond con- 
fuiihip, adding, that, it the war was ftill to be pupfued, he 
osgfat to have fome regard for his brother Drufus, and not 
ingrofs all the glory to himfelf-, that Rome had at prefent 
no other enemies to wage war with but the Germans, and 
Drufus no other field of glory but Germany, Germanicu» 
knew that thefe were but fpecious pretences^ fuggefted by 
envy, to rob him of the glory be was likely to acquke by 
another campaign \ however, finding it was in vaia* to pert 
Sets out for fifty he complied; and, leaving Germany, fet out for 
Rome, Rome with his wife and children •. Before we fyeak of 
the reception he met with from Tiberius, and the Roman 
people, we fhall give a fuccin£^ account of what pafled^ 
inr H>e metropolis, while be was fignalizing himfelf in' 
Germany 
Tiberius had in the foregoing year revived the law of ma* 
LlboDru' jefty. Upon this Jaw Libo Drufus was now tried, con- 
fuj accufed dcmncd, and his eftate divided among his aceufers. Lucius 
of ktgh Scribonius Libo Drufus was defcended of the Scribonian 
^ ' family, orte of the moft illuftrious in Rome, great grand- 
fon of Pompey the Great, nephew of Scribonia, once the 
wife of Auguftus, neaily related to the Caefafs,. and no^' 
way inferior in nobility to the reigning houfe. His high 
quality rendered him obnoxious to Tiberius, a.jealoufy 
which a fenator, named Firmius Catus, being apprifed oi, 
.. lefolved to gain the emperor's favour, by giving^ him a 
'plaufible preteitce to deliver himfelf from his fears. With 

** Tacit* Ann, lib. ii. cap. i6» 
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Ibk yAcKKt^ lifting mfiiiu»ied hitofelf idto the faTour of the 
uprisjrary youth, by fiattering his hopes and ambition, and 
confttmtly magnifying the fiobitity of his family, he pre- 
rtiUi^ tipon bJm to ebtffult the ChaW«ans and magieians, 
whether he firouid noH he obt day vefted with the fove- 
yeign power, to which hd had as good a claim, faid tbd 
frcacheroua Fimiius, as the family of Tiberius, who enjoy-^ 
ed it. 

Thiij wa> fufficient ma^tter for a charge of high treafon 5 Mipdand 
and accordingly Firmius immediately acquainted the emr ^'frayed kjf 
pcror, by means of Flaccus Vefcularius, a Roman knight, ^'^'"^^^ 
who had free accefe to him, with the pretended crimes of ^'"'* 
the mihappy youth, whom he had bafely infnared with 
fpecious delufidns. Tiberius, though overjoyed at this in- 
formation, refufed the accufer a private audience, intimat- 
ing, that the communication might be ftill carried on by the 
fame f'laccus ; and accordingly Firmius, by his means, in- 
formed the emperor of all Libo's fteps and words ; for the 
young man, deluded by the predi£):ions of the Chaldseand 
^nd aftrologers, began now to entertain thoughts of foaring 
above the rank of a private citissen. 

In the meaii time Tiberius, with the deepcft diffimula^ TibiriusU 
tion, preferred Libo to the'practorfliip, entertained him at ^^^^Jl^-^ 
his table, and familiarly converfed with him, without be- **^'^*** 
fraying the leaft refentment either in his words or counte- 
nance. At length Libo having recourfe to one Junius, who 
|>rctended, by charms, and the fuperftitious rites of the 
' magicians, to call up the infernal fhades, and learn of them 
future events, the magician difcovered this circumftance to 
Fulcinius Trio, a famous informer, who immediately haf- 
fening to the confuls, imparted the whole to them, and de- 
manded that the fenate might meet forthwith to deliberate 
upon an affeir of fo much moment, and of fuch dangerous 
confequence to the ftatc. The fathers, not doubting but 
Tiberius was at the bottom of this profccution, aiTtmbled - 
at the time appointed, when Libo appeared in the habit of 
a fuppliant, and prefenting himfelf before Tiberius, who , 

was prefent, endeavoured, by his tears and entreaties, to 
excite his compaffion* The emperor heard him with a 
countenance quite unmoved. Inftead of returning him anv 
anfwer, he recited to the confcript fathers the charge againu 
him, and the names of the accufers, without betraying the 
ieaffi emotion of anger or refentment, -or feeming either ta . 
icflcn or magnify the crimes laid to his charge ^. 

b Tadt^ Ann* lib. ii. cap. %n.^^%%. Dio, libw Ivii, ^i 6is» 
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Then four informers appeared againft the criminal | 
namelyi Firmjus Catus, Fulcinius Trio^ Fonteius Aerippai 
and Caius Vibius, and produced fuch extravagant, foc&i 
and chimerical articles of accufation, as rather deferved de« 
rifion than punifhment. The unhappy Libo, concluding 
that Tiberius was reiblved upon his deftruflion, begged the 
confcript fathers, that they would defer till next day the 
final decifion of his caufe. His requeft being granted, he 
returned to his own houfe ; whence foon after he fent Putw 
lius Quirinius to folicit the emperor in his behalf. QuirU 
nius was nearly related to I^ibo, and in great favour v^ith 
Tiberius, having been formerly inftrumental in reconciling 
Caius Cxfar to* him while he lived in the ifland of Rhodes, 
of confequence the chief caufe of his returning into favour 
with Auguftus ; but, unmindful of ancient obligationsi he 
received Quirinius with great coldnefs, and returned him , 
an anfwer> importing, that he muft apply to the fenate. 
This anCwer threw Libo into a deep melancholy *, which| 
however, he diflembled, and directed a grand entertain- 
ment to be prepared, in order to pafs the lad night of his 
life in the company of his friends and relations. The ban^ 
quet was fcarce begun^ when a band of foldiers, furroand« 
ing the houfe with dreadful QXl%^^ fo terrified the gucfts, 
that many of them, rifing from table, endeavoured to make 
their efcape. Libo, not doubting that they were fent to 
difpatch him, drawing his fword, offered it to his ilaves, 
begging them to put an end to his unhappy life ; but theyi 
trembling, and fliunning the talk, fled with fuch hurry and 
Confufion, that they overturned all the lights; and then 
Libo, in the dark, gave himfelf two mortal wounds. As 
he fell and groaned, his freedmen ran in; and the foldierSi 
feeing him dead, retired ; for they had been fent on puf" 
pofe to frighten him, fo as to, make him lay violent hands 
on himfelf, Tiberius hoping by that contrivance to avoid 
the odium which he was appriled the execution of one of 
the mod illuftrious citizens of Rome would reflet upon his 
per.fon and government. 

The charge* however, was carried on In the fenate, asif . 
he had been flill alive; but the deceitful Tiberius at the 
fame lime declared upon oath, that he would have inter-* 
ceded for his life^ had he not prevented his clemency by 
dedroying himfelf. The deceafed was by the fenate dc" 
ctared guilty of high treafon, ?md bis edatc divided amongft 
his accufers : fuch of the informers as were of the fenator 
rial order (for the fird lords of the fenate were not afcamed 
to dcbafc thpmfelves to this vile gflice) were, wiibP*** ^^ 

regular 
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regular metKod of eleSion, named prators for the enfuing - 
year. This was the moft efFe£tual method far multiplying 
tbefe pefts of the empire : they were raifed to the higheft 
offices in the ftate, and the metropolis of the world often 
few her public dignities beftowed as fpoils upon parricjjle* 
for fpilling her heft blood. We may naturally conclude, 
that the fervile fenate did not let flip.fo favourable an op- 
portunity of gaining the emperor's favour, by branding the 
memory of tqe pretended criminal. They not only con- 
4emned Libo, but they iffued a decree for driving aftrolo- 
gers, magicians, and tne whole herd of fortune-tellers, out 
of Italy \ nay, Lucius Pjtuanius, one of them whom Libo 
bad probably confulted^ was thrown headlong from the 
Tarpeian rock j and Publius Marcius, another of the fame 
profeiGon, was by the confuls fentenced to death, and ex- 
ecuted accordingly without the Efquiline gate ^. 

At the next nieeting of the fenatCi Quintus Haterius, 
formerly conful, and Oftavius Fronto, who had fervcd the 
office of praetor, moved, that a flop might be put to the ex- 
ceffive luxury which prevail^ in the city 5 and a law palled, 
forbidding the ufe of gold plate, and brohibiting men from 
wearing filks, which were then thought peculiar to women. 
J'ronto went farther, and propofed, that the quantity of fil- 
ler plate, the expence of furniture, and the number of 
Saves, might be regulated ; but he was oppofed by Afinius 
Oallus, who, with plaufible arguments, defended the pre-p 
vailing luxury. Befides, Tiberius did not approve of Fronto's 
motion; for, after Gallus had done fpeaking, he added, 
that it was not a feafon for reformation \ and that, if there 
was any corruption of manners, there would not be want- 
ing oi^e to redrefs that evil \ alluding thereby, no doubtj to 
himfelf) and his office of perpetual cenfor **. 

As it was common for the fenators to depart from the 
prcfcnt debate, and offisr, as their advice, whatever they 
judged conducive to the public welfare, Lucius Pifo, who Thijreg 
ftill retained' the ancient Roman fpirit, and declared his i^n- fpiritof 
timents with great freedom, after having bitterly inveighed ^* ^^* 
againft the corruptions of the (late, particularly ag^inft the 
peftilent purfuits of the informers, who were daily arraign- 
ing and accudng all degrees of men, protefled, that he was 
refolved to leave Rome, and live in fome quiet and diftant 
corner of the country. He went out of the fenate ; but 
Tiberius, though highly provoked, fraothered his refent- 
pient, and, following Pifo, endeavoured to footh him with 
Kind entreaties : he even condefcended to folicit his rela- 

f Tacit. Annal, lib. ii. cap. 33, 34. ^ Tacit« Annal lib. ii. , . ^^ 

tionj 
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tions to (Hrert him with their prayers amd atitborrty from 

the reiblution he had taken ; and they prevailed. Kfo, no| 

long after, gave another inftance of a fpirit truly Roman, 

in foin?, for a debt, one ITrgulania, a woman m diftmc^ 

tion, placed by the favour of Livia above the laws. Plfa 

fummoned her to appear before the pr^tor ; but flie> deC? 

\ pifing the citation, ned for refuge to the palace ; whence 

PHb would have carried her by force before the praetor, not- 

withflanding the complaints of Livia', had not Tiberius, to 

prevent difturbances, obliged her to comply, and at the 

lame time promifed, in civility to his mother, to attend the 

triat, and affift her favourite. On the day appointed fct 

the decifion of the caufe, the emperor left the palace, or« 

dering his guards to follow him at a diftance \ but walked 

to flow, that before he reached the forum the trial was over^ 

and Urgulania adjudged to pay the fum claimed by Rfo. 

The money was immediately advanced by Livia, who, ffnd-» 

ing Pifo inflexible, and the emperor not inclmed to Oppofe^ 

him, was glad to redeem her favourite from the prefecution 

» ^ ^ of fucfc a bold and refolute crTOtor • (U). 

TM/r/«V The behaviour of Tiberius on this occafion was highly 

if^iiw]^. applauded by the Roman people, as was alfo his generofity 

naiors. ^t this time towards fome neceiRtous fei;ia.tors, who^ti he eun 

abled to live fuitable to their rank, 
tolddefign This year a flave of Pofthumus Agrippa, named Cl^- 
9fa bond- mens, would have raifed great difturbances in the ftate, aiid 
^tripla J^in^Ied a civil war in the bowels of Italy, had he not been 
Pofihumus. timely prevented. As he was nearly of the fame age with 
his late mafter, and not unlike him in his perfon, he took 
upon him Kis name, and caofed it to be reported in all parts 
by his emiflkries and afTociates, that Agrippa was ftill alive. 
This report raifed great tumults in many cities of Itaty, and 
, brought over to the pretended Agrippa numbers of people, 

fuch as are ever fond of public difturbances and changes< 
It was even credited at Rome, and his fuppoied arrival at 
Oftia privately celebrated in the city by many people. Ti- 
berius, informed by his emiftaries of all that had pa^fed, 
was long in fufpence whether he fliould order his troops to 
march againft the audacious flave, or fuiFer the impofturc 

• Tacit. & I^t), ibid, 

(U) Tacitus tells us, that the her at her own houfi?, though it 
power of Urgulania was fo had been always ufual, even foF 
great, that ihe difdained to ap- <the Veftal virgins, to attend the 
pear as a witnefs in a certain forum, and courts of juftice, 
caufe before the fenate > fo that whenever their evidence was 
a praetor was fent to examine re(][uired* 

to 
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to Taniib of kk\i. On of^ band, he waa afbaBfted p be« 
tray any fear of a i^ile flav€ i and, on tbe olher, he appre* 
hewled; the dangCF wbLcb might ariCe from the credulity o£ ^ 
the peopky i£ diey were not foon ui^leceived. In this per-^ 
plexity he comnaiited the whole zSkir to Sa]Iaftius CrifpuSy 
wh^m he had employed to difpatcb Agrippa, 

Crifpus cllofe two of bfs clients, of, aa fome write, two^ 
foldkrs, ia whom be coukl contfidcy and fent them to the 
fuppofed Ag|ipp» witb> a coilfideFable fum, direflitvg them< 
to feign, that they believed him to be the true grandfon c£ 
^uguftua, to prefenC hi<n with the money, and to pretend 
a great zeal for hia caiUe* They exe<?ured his orders^ with 
great! siddrefsy and, finding that Ciemens repofed in them 
^n entire confidence, they privately ai)embled a proper band 
of nften> {eised amd gagged bin) while bi& guards were Heh/eize^l 
afleep, and carried hina without noife to the palace. Wbca fy « deviiw 
he was brought before Tibciius, the emperor a&ed hin», pJSalluftiu$ 
^* How he was become Agrippa, ?" " Juft as j6\x became JndU^-^ 
Casfar,'' atifwered Clemcps. Though Tiberius had him patched 
wholly in his power, yet fo great was his fear or policy^ privatdj* 
thai: he did not e^iecute him publicly,, but ordered him to 
be difpatched\ in a fecret part of the palace, and his body 
to» be privately conveyed away ; and though many of the 
emperor's houiholdy and even knights and fenators, were 
faid to h»ve affifted and fupported him with their counfels 
and fortunes^ yet |io f^irther enquiry was made after his za^ . 
complices ^« 

GcFmanicas arriving* with his wife and children in the Gt^manl* 
capital^ waa received by Tiberius with all poffiWe.marks of cushona 
friendftiip and afie£lion ; he congratulated him on his paft *^^^f^^ 
dwagers, fecined highly pleafed with his condud^, extolled *'* 

his exploits^ and, with the deeped dii&mulation, com- 
mended him to the fenate, as wi^ll deferving the greateil 
honours it was in their power to confer. A triumph was He tri* 
decreed him, in the confuiate of Caecilius Rufus, and Lu- umphs^ 
cius Pomponius Flaccusy on the twenty-fixth day of May, 
over the Catti, the Angrivarii, the Chernfci, and all the 
German nations between the Rhine and the Albis, or the 
Elbe. The triumph, an honour now very uncommon, 
was performed with extraordinary magnificence. Before 
the triumphal chariot were carried reprefentations of moun- 
taifi^y rivers, and baiitles, and an incredible number of cap- 
tives loaded with chains, among whom were many of the 
German chiefs, and the wife of Arminius, carrying in her 

f Taoit« Annal. lib^ ii« cap. 39, 40* Pio, lib. Ivii. p. 613. Suet. 
ill Tiber, cap. 25. 
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arms her infant fon. Bui what above all enhanced the fsh 
tisfaAion of the beholders, was the extraordinary graccfnl- 
nefs of Germanicus's perfon, and his chariot filled with his 
five children^ Nero, Drufus, and Caius, and his two daugh- 
ters, Agrippina and Drufilla^ Tiberius, to render the fo- 
lemnity more complete, and the joy of the people more oni- 
verfal, diftributed among them,- in the name of Germani- 
cus, a large fum, three hundred fefterces a man, and 
named himfelf his colleague in the confolfliip for the enfu- 
ing year «. 

Notwithftanding all thefe demonftrations of iindnefs and 
afFeflion, the people ftill fufpefted his fincertty ; and their 
joy was greatly allayed by the melancholy reflexions, that 
popular favour had proved fatal to his father Drofu^ ( that 
his unde Marcellus was fnatcbed from the people, who 
adored him, in the flower of his youth ^ and that the fa- 
vourites of the Roman people bad ever been unfrntHnate, 
and fhort-lived. Indeed, their fears were not ill-grounded : 
for Tiberius, jealous of the glory of the young prince, and 
the high favour he was in both with the people and foU 
diery, was already refolved on his deftrudion* A favour- 
able opportunity foon offered, or rather was craftily framed 
by Tiberius, for removing from Rome the darling of the 
people. Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, bad many years 
before incurred his difpleafore, by negleSing.^to pay pro- 
per attention to him, during bis retirement at Rhodes. This 
contemptuous omifEon the revengeful emperor remember- 
ed ; and therefore having enticed the king to Rome, by 
means of letters from his niother Livia, promifing him his 
pardon, provided he came in perfon to implore it^ he not 
only received him with great baughtinefs, but can fed him to 
be acculed as a criminal in the fenate. As the crimes laid 
to his charge evidently appeared to be mere fifVions, he was, 
by the confcript fathers, declared innocent*, but the unhappy 
prince, not able to brook fuch treatment, foon after either 
died of grief, or laid violent hands on himfelf, after having 
reigned fifty years *. Some time after, Cappadocia was rc-» 
doced to a Roman province, a circumftance which enabled 
Til^erius to abate the tax of one in the hundred upon all 
vendible goods, and reduce it to one in the two hundred ; 
which relief, however, the people did not long enjoy *. At 
the fame time died Antiochus, king of Comagene, and Phi- 
iopater, king of Cilicia ; events which occafioned gre^ 



R Tac. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 41. Strab, lib. vii. p. 491, «9». *^ Tac. 
Ann. Hb.h. cap. 4s. Dio» lib. i^ii. p. 61^. Jofepht Antiq. lib. xvii. 
C3p. 15. * r>io, lib. lix» 
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diliarbances in thofe countries, fome' of the natives being 
for the Roman government, and others for a king of their ' 
own.. The provinces too of Syria and Judaea, being over- 
loaded with taxes, applied to the emperor and fenate for 
relief ^. Neither was Parthia without troubles ; that war- 
like nation having driven out Vonones, whom they had 
demanded of Auguftus for their king, placed in his room, 
on the throne, Artabanes, a prince of the family of the 
Arfacidse, but at that time, according to Jofephus, king of 
the Medes '. Thefe difturbances and commotions in the DiJIuri* 
Eaft proved very favourable to the wicked defigns of Tibe- oncej im 
rius, who reprefented to the fenate, that they could not be ^ ^^' 
fettled but by the wifdom and abilities of Germanicus. 
He obferved, that he himfelf was in the decline of hi$ 
age, and his fon Drufus not yet ripe for fuch important 
undertakings. 

In confequence of thefe hints all the provinces of the Eafl: The Eaf- 
were readily decreed to Germanicus, and a greater power tempro' 
was conferred on him than had been given to any governor **''*^' <*• 
C'nce the time of Pompey the Gre^t. To balance and re- otrmani* 
ilrain the extraordinary authority with which he was veiled, cus. 
Tiberius had already removed from the government of Sy- 
ria Creticus Silanus, whofe daughter was betrothed to Neroy 
the eldeft fon of Germanicus, and placed in his room 
Cneius Pifo(X), a man of a moil violent and untraceable pifofr** 
teftnper, and to fuch a degree elated with the nobility and ferrtd t§ 
wealth of his wife Plancina (»Y), that he fcarce yielded to theg9verm^ 
Tiberius, and defpifed Drufus and Germanicus as perfons ?**/ ^ 
beneath his rank. He was, in every refpe^, the mod pro- ^ 
per perfon in Rome to execute thofe fatal purpofes for which 
he was chiefly chofen. His wife Plancina, who Was ftill 
more haughty than her hufband, had fecret inftruftions 
from Livia to exert her fpirit, and, by all manner of in- 
dignities, profecute and infult Agrippina ". Before Ger- 

^ Tac. Ann. lib. ii cap. 425 43. Jofepb. Antiq. lib. xviii.cap. y 
i Tacit, ibid. cap. 42. Jofepb. ibid. m Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. 

cap. $3— 5«- 

(X) Cneius Fife was the fon fue for any public offices, chuf- 

of Cneius Calpurnius Pifo, who ing to live in retirement, till 

as we have related above, main- Auguflus prevailed upon him 

taincd, with great intrepidity, to accept the confulftiip. 
the republican party againft Ju- (Y) Plancina was either the 

lius Caefar, in Africa. After- daughter, or the niece, of the 

wards he joined Brutus and Caf- famous Munatius Plancus, of 

lius ; but after the battle of whom we have fpoken in feveral 

Phillppi, was allowed to return parts of this work. 
to Rome, w^icre he refufed to 

manicus 
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manicvM \t(t ttomei 'I>niru6 was fent into IHyncimi^ dcca« 
fioned by a bloody war between Maroboduus, kmg of th< 
Suevians, Marcoinannians, and Longobards, on one fide^ 
and the Chcrufcan« on tlic other, headed by the brave Ar- 
miniue. Marobodims was overcome, aiid obliged to retire 
into the country of the Marcomanniana, whence he fcnt 
ambaiiadorfi to Tiberius imploring his affiftance. The em- 
perof anfwercd, that it was very farprifing he ihould recur 
to the Romans, and beg their aid againft the Cberofcans, 
Cnce he had fent none to them whiie tbey were waging war 
w^ith the fame enemy. However, he embraced this oppor* 
tunity to remove from Rome his fon Drufus, who fecmcd 
too fond of the gaities of the city, to. enure him to the toite 
of the camp, and procure him the affe£lions of the foldiery ". 

This year was remarkable for one of the moft dreadifid 
earthquakes recorded in hiftory (Z) 5 and Tiberius (hewed, 
on this great calamity, a fpirit truly generous, and worthy 
of a perfon in his exalted ftation 5 for he not only remitted 
the inhabitants of the ruined cities their taxes for five years, 
butprefcfited them witli large fums to rebuild their habita* 
tions. To the Sardian«, who had fuflfcrcd moft, be fent a 
hundred thoufand great fefterces, and to the reft relief pro*, 
portionable to their lofles ; he immediately difpatched into 
Afia, Marcius Aletais, a fenator, who had been pnetoi^ 
to view the defolations on the fpot, and make good thie loffcs 
of every particular ; for he was truly liberal, as Tacitus ob« 
fef ves, on proper occafioiis ; a good quality which he long 
retained, after he had utterly sdiandoned all other virtues* 
The inhabitants of the cities thus reb^^ilt, and, by tihe libe- 
ralities of Tiberiu«, reftored to their former fplendor, ereft* 
cd to their common benefaSor a coloffus in the Roman 
forum, furr<5nndefl witli the ftatues of their twelve cities^ 
as a hifting monurfteHjt of the prince'^ generofity and their 
gratitude *. 

The reputation which X'berius acquired by this noble 
bounty to the public, was greatly enhanced by his private 
liberalities ; for the.eftate ofa wealthy freedwoman^ty name 
Emilia Mufa, who died this year inteftate, being claimed 
by the treafury, the emperor generoufly yielded it to one 
mmilius Lepidus, to whofe family (he was diftantly related. 



n Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap 44—46. 
Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 614. Plileg. Mir. cap. ij. 



^ Idem ibid. cap. 47. 



(Z) Twelve famous cities of 
Afia were overturned by it ; to 
wit, Sardis, Magnefia, «t the 
jfoot of Mount Sipylus, -Mof- 



thene, ^gae, Hierocaefarea, 
Philadelphia, Tmolus, Tcm- 
nus, Cymeor Cumae, Myrina, 
Apoilonia, andHyrcania. 
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With the fame difintereftednefs he furrendered to Marcus 
Servilius the whole inheritance of Patuleius, a rich Roman 
knight, ibough part of it had been bequeathed to himfelf. 
Neither could he ever be prevailed upon to accept legacies, 
but from his intimate friends, utterly rejeSing the inberit- 
ances of fuch as were iti angers to him, or ffom hatred to 
their relations appointed him their heir. His bounties 
were, in general, well placed ; for, aj he readily relieved 
fuch fenators as were by misfortunes reduced to poverty, io 
he excluded, without pity, from the fenate, thofe who had 
wantonly fquandered their eflates in luxury and debauchery. 
The applaufe Tiberius gained by his public and private 
bounties, was counterbalanced by the countenance he gave 
to informations and arraignments upon the law of Violated 
majefty. Informers multiplied daily, the fpirit of accuCng 
grew common, and the dread of it univerfal. 

Apuleia Varilia, grand-niece to Auguftus, by his fifter (A), Apuliim 
was accufed by one of jthat infamous profeffion, of having ^^^^f^* 
reviled the deified Auguftus, Tiberius, and his mother Li- JJ!^^^^ 
via, and of having diftionoured with adultery the blood of * 

the Csefars *, a crime which, according to the conftru£lioQ 
Auguftus had put upon the law of majefty, was high trea* 
fon. Tiberius admitted the accufationy but ihewed great TtUnus'M 
moderation in the profecution of the accufed ; for as to the ^^nduS on 
adultery, he faid, that fufEcient puniflhments had been al- ^" ^^^** 
ready appointed for that crime by th^ Julian law : which '^** 
was implidttly declaring, that it did not fall under the law 
of treafon. As to the other crimes, he defired they might 
be diftinguiflied : '^ If Apuleia (faid he) has uttered impious 
fpeeches againft the deified Auguftus, ihe muft be condemn- 
ed; but for her invedives againft me I will not fufier her 
to be called to any account.*' '^ But ihe has hatd the impu- 
dence to attack the reputation of your mother," replied one 
of the confuls. To this remark Tiberius returned no 
anfwer then ; but the next time the fenate met, he intreafr- 
cd, in his mother's name, that the words fpoken againft her 
might not be conftrued into tfeafon. She was therefore 
tried only upon the words fpokent againft Auguftus, , and 
feund guilty, but pardoned by Tiberius, who likewife beg- 
ged a mitigation of her puniftiment for adultery : fo that in- 
nead of undergoing the fevere puniihments innided on that 
crime by the Julian law, (he was only removed two hun- 

(A) Auguftus hadtwo (ifters, does not inform us ; neither do 

namely, Odlavia Major and we know of any writer who 

Odavia Minor ; but by which mentions the marriage or off- 

of thefe Apuleia Varilia was fpring of Odtavia Minor. 

dred 
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irti mWti from Rome; but Manlius, wbo had debaucfieJ 

her, was banifhcd Italy and Africa ^ 

^mfftrmaf '^his fame year Tacfarinas, a native of Numidiai who 

de/taiidin had ferved among the Roman auxiliaries, having dravirn hia 

4tnca bjf countrymen, and the neighbouring nations, into a revolt, 

^7/i^ ^* ^^^ defeated in a pitched battle by Furius Camillus^ pro- 

*" * eonful of Africa, who, till that time, had pafled for a man 

quite unacquainted with the art of war. For this viflory, 

which Camiilus gained with one legion, and a fmall body 

of auxiliaries, a handful of men when compared with the 

troops of the enemy, the enfigns of triumph were by the fc- 

nate decreed to the conqueror : which honour, fays the hi(^ 

torian, did not prove fatal to him, becaufe he was a mad 

of extraordinary modefty, and chofe to live in retirement *i(B)« 

Yr, of F). Towards the end of the year Germanicus, leaving Rome^ 

A* d^'r fet out for the Levant with his wife Agrippina, and his foif 

U C 766, Caius, furnamed Caligula. After a long and dangerdus paf- 

..' f^gCi both in the Adriatic and Ionian feas, he arrived in 

C/r«tf»i-* Dalmatia, whither he had firft (leered his courfe, to vific 

tusfitfut his brother Drufus, who, as we have related above, bad 

fir thi Lt' jjggj, fgy^t jj^fQ |.|^a^ country. In the mean time Pifo, and 

1m and ^^^ ^^^^ Plancina, haftening to the execution of their wict* 

kis wtfi ed defigns, left Rome, and, arriving at Athens, gave there 

fit out for the firft proof of their hatred to Germanicus ; for Pifoj id 

^J^^* a fpeech to the inhabitants, abufed them in a moft outrage* 

ous manner, not without an indirefl cenfure uppn German- 

nicus, for having debafed the dignity of the Roman name, 

in paying an exceffive regard not to the Athenians, whofe 

race was long fince extin^, but to a mixed breed of different 

nations. Pifo did not remain long at Athens ; but being 

in hafte to reach Syria before Germanicus, left the metro* 

f)olis of Attica, and taking the (horteft courfe, though xht 
eaft fafe, failed through the Cyclades, and appeared off 
Rhodes, foon after Germanicus had landed in that harbour. 
Being overtaken by a violent ftorm before he could enter 

P Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 49, 50. \ Idem. ibid. cap. 5«,5|* 

(B^ This year died, accord- the younger brother of Grerma* 

iDg to £urebius(i), Ovid, at nicus; but he was prevented 

Tomes in Pontus; and accord- by death fromenjoyingthat ko- 

ing to St. Teroin(2), the fa- nour. He was the laft of thoie 

mous biilonan Livy, at Padua, illuftrious writers who adorned 

bis native city. We are told, the court of Auguftus, andwiU 

that Livia had d^figned the lat- render his age ever memor- 

ter as preceptor to Claudius, able. 

(i ) Eufeb. in Chron, a) Hicr. in Chron* 

the 
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ifee poTt^ ht yfns driven upon toci^, atid mSR'lilstTe rnerit- is/bip- 
aMy pcrMred, bad not GerhiahirnsJ, though already rnforpi- wrecked^ 
cd of the invcdlivcs Pifo had uttered againft hhn.at Athens, ^*' Aji'/^ 
d-Hpaitdicd galHes to refcuehim from the VrccH:. This kind- ^^^^"^"'*' 
ncfs and htnn^nity made nb impreflion upon Plfp, Who hav-' ^ 
faig ftaid but one day with, brt b^nefaftor, pufto ^^ again, 
in order to arriTp in Syria before him. He no fbtiner reach- 
ed his pHoT^ince, than he bej^n ro bribe the commcin foldieri 
by bounties and careffes, to form faftions among tlic troops, 
to remotrc the ancient centurions and tribunes, and piac^ 
in their'rootti his own creatures. He pcrnfiitted th^ foldicry 
either to lite quite idle ii\ the camp, or to rambk about, 
and compfiit, with inipunfty, all manner of difopders in thd 
1^illage$ 2ind cities. By this criminal indulgence Pifo won 
the hearts df the diforderTy multitude to fuch a degree, that 
he w^s'Jby ihem hpnoured with the title of father of the 
legion^*.' 

On the otjier hand Ptaricrna, foi^getring^he m'odefty pe- Huwlfe 
CnHar to hfef* fi?x, appeared' often oil horieback, affiftcd at endeavourt 
the review^ aijd was ^ot ^fliamed to be fepn at the public '^ fpafigt 
excrdffiS' arid mifrtajry evolutions'. Oh thefe occ2i(ionsibc r.'^^^^^^ 
uttcrcrf I'eprqichful and itljuriois reflexions on the condufJ: manicus 
of Gei-fa^anrpus' and AgfitSpiria, in order tojprejudice the and Agrip^ 
minds ctf the fotdierj- ^gamflf^thefn. The oflSfcers Ax^ere pri- ^w«» ^ 
vatcly'toid, that their paying court to Germanicus and his 
TBTifp wdtiW'not'recommeri/rtiiem to the favour of Tiberius. 
Thotj]^ tlttfe pro.ccedinffs'-iivdfe the young 

prifnCrq, f^t' overlooking the unaccountable behaviour of Rfo .. ~ -. 

and Plancina,' in purfuit of the glorious end3 of his expedi- • • 

tlon,.'He haftehed into Armenia, where, with the approba- / 
tioiioftihe nobility in a great ifliembfy, he placed the dia- dermanU 
dem uppa the head of Zenp,*'th'e fon of ^oleraon, king of ^'^ croons 
Pontiiei a fri'etid and ally of che'Komans. From Armenia he ^^' *'"^ 
proceeded firft to Cappadocia, and then to Comagene, both andTe'ducts 
which kingdoms he reduced to JRoman provinces, appoint- Cappadoc'tM 
Ing Qnintirs Veranius goFvernorof the former, andQuititus and Coma" 
SctTseos pf the latter. The pleafure which Germanicus re- S^^' '* 
ccived from thus fuccefsfuJly fettling the affairs of the allies, l^'H^y" ^ 
ti^aS greatly allayed by the proud and haughty behaviour ojf 
Pifo, who bemg opmmandfed either to lead in perfon, or to 
fend> un4^ the-conduft of his fon, part of the legions into 
Armenia, contemptuoufly neglefted to do either. At laft 
theymdcatCyrram, a city of Syria, and. there hti ah in- 
terview, to which Germanicus admitted only a few of his 
intimate friends. He reproached the prcfident of Syria 

'Tmdkt Ami. lib. ii. t^f^ 53-*58* 
Vet. XII. T with 
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with hts ftrange conduA send haughty behaviour, andclial^ 
ed hiniy his wife, s^nd their fons, with many imputations. 
Pifo afie£led furprize ; but, at the fame time, betrayedi, 
even in fmbmitting to Germanicus^ as his fuperior, great 
fcom and contempt ; fo that they parted declared enemies. 
Thenceforth Pifo feldom appeared at the public aflemblies 
where Germanicus prefided, or if he did, it was only to con* 
tradift his propofals. At a grand entertainment made by 
the kine of the Nabatheans (C), golden crowns of great 
weight being prefented to Germanicus and Agrippinat and 
fuch as were much lighter to Pifo, and the reft of theguefts^ 
the haughty Pifo, onended at this diftinftion, with an air 
of conteippt, threw his away» and uttering many inve£iives 
againft lu^pury, withdrew, with thefe words : ^' Rome ab- 
hors fuch fcandalous luxury : I thought I had been invited 
to a banquet made for the fon of a Roman prince* not of si 
Parthian king."* Germanicus was highly mcenfed at thif 
infult ; but the natural fweetnefs of his temper getting the 
better of his refentment, lie took no notice of fuch provok- 
ing behaviour *. . , 

At this.peribd ambafladots arrived from Artaba^us, king 
of the Parthians^ to renew the anoient alliance between th^ 
two empire^, and ihtreat Germanicus, in their maiCer'^ 
name, to .remove Venoucs, who had been latelv driven 
from the throne, out of Syrja, left he (hould find means, 
being fo near to Parthia, to i:aife difturb^nces in that king«y 
dom. \Germanicus renewed the ancient alli^no^, and ick 
moved V^enones to Pompeiopolis, z maritime cityof Ciliciay 
not fo much in compliance with the requeft of Artabanus, 
as to feparate him from Pifo, with whom he was in higli 
favour, procured ,. by many prefents, and much adulation 
offered to' his wife Pl^ncina^ ,* . 

Marcus Junius Silanus and Lucius Norbanus bping con^ 
fuls, Germanicus travelled into Egypt, to view tVc rarities 
and antiquities of that famous country. His journey proved 
very beneficial to the inhabitants,, whom he relieved firom 
a great famine, caufing the granaries to be every-where open* 
ed,^ and the price of corn to be lowered. He did noK imnr 
gine that the prohibition made by Auguftus extended to 
Sim ; but nevertheleff, the jealous emperor, in a Ictteif 

' * Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 53<^5t. < Idem ibid. cap. 5S-*59« 

(C) Thecoimtrv of the Na- ierra, and great part of Arabt« 
batheans Extended, according Petrtta. The m^tmpol^ o/ tbc 
to St. jerom, from the £u' Nabadieans was the city oifPe* 
phrates to'the Red Sea; fo that tra, which gave its name 19 
It comprehended . Arabia De- Arabia Petrscii. 

cenfured 
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tenfured him with great feverity, . for prcfufniflg to enter Maroho- 
into that province, when Auguftus had ftriOIy forbidden ^1 duns expel- 
fenatbrS) and Roman knights of any figure, to travel thither '^^^''^ ^o- 
without fpecial licence \ While Germanicus paffed the ^nT/ike* 
fummer agreeably in Egypt, Drufus was bufy in fowing ^ip ca- 
feuds among the Germans j intrigues in which he was le- tualda* 
oiarkably fuccefsfuh Maroboduus, king of the Suevians, 
whofe power Rome dreaded, was this year driven out of 
his dominions, and obliged to pafs the laft eighteen' years 
of his life at Ravenna in Italy. - Catualda, whom Drufus 
bad excited againft him, had the fame fate ; and recurring 
to the flomans for protection) was conveyed by them to 
Forum julium, snovr Frejus, a colony in Narbonne Gaul. 
As both thefe chiefs were followed by great numbers of 
their countrymen, Tiberius, fearing they might difturb the 

?uiet of the provinces, gave tbeni fettleracnts beyond the 
)anube, between the rivers Cufus and Marus, now the 
Wag and the March, on the frontiers of Moravia, appoint- 
ing for their king one Vannius, by nation. a Quadian (D), 
who reigned over them thirty years i but was expelled in 
the reign-of Claudius \ 

With the fame policy Tiherius enticed to Rome, Rhefcu- 
poris, a petty king of Thrace, who having murdered Cotys 
his nephew, had feized on that part of the kingdom which 
had been beftowed upon him by Auguftus. To deceive ^ff^P^* 
Rbefcuporisj Tiberius employed Pomponius F]accus,whom ^^^/^^y 
he preferred to the government of Moefia, as being one of Tibmuu 
the king's intimate friends, and therefore better qualified 
to betray him: nor was he difappointed.in his aim. Pom- 
ponius inveigled him into the Roman dominions, and then 
lent him under a ftrong guard to Rome, where he was ac- ' 

cufed before the fenate by the widow of Cotys, and banifh- 
ed to Alexandria, where he was flain in attempting to make 
his efcape. This part of Thrace was divided between Rhe- 
metalces, the fon of RhefcuporiS, and the fons of Cotys i 
but the latter being minors, Trebellienus Rufus was ap- 
pointed governor of their {hare '• About this time Ve- 
noneSf who had beed removed to Pompeiopolis in Cilicia, 
attempting to efcape, was aflaffinated by one Remn|iu8j a 
veteran^ to whofe cuftody he had been committed. 

« Tacit, lib. ii.cap. 59. Saet.in Tiber, cap. j. Plin. lib. ii. cap. 
S7» w Tacit, ibid. cap. 61, 63. > Tacit, ibid. cap. 64-67. 

(D) The country of the they extended their confines to 

Quadi was at firfl bounded by the Sarmatian mountains in the 

Bohemia, the Danube, and the neighbourhood of Erlaw, in 

river Marct>j but afterwards Hungary. 

T 2 Germanicus 
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Germanicus, having fatisfied his curiofity with yie^i^^ 
ail the rarities and antiquities of Egypt, left that kinfirdomi 
and retarned to Syria, where, to his great furpri^e, heTotind 
all the regulations he bad made utterly aboliftied, and the 
orders he had left with the legions #faolly negleded. No 
longer able to bear fuch infultS| he rtproached Pifo in 
Tery ferere terms, which, notwithitanding his natural bold- 
ncfs,' heightened by the confidence he placed in the protec- 
tion of Tiberius, fo frightened him, that he rcfirfved to leave 
Syria, and abandon his gwernment; but white he was 
making the neceflary preparations for his departure, Gcr- 
manicus being taken ill, be thought it advifeable to wait 
the iffue of the diftcmper. The prince foon fecoveted, and, 
as he was univerfally adored, his recovery was celebrated at 
Antioch, where he thiin was, with public vows, factifices, 
and all poi&ble demonftrations of the mod fincere znA imaf'^ 
fcfted joy. 

Soon «fter Pifo*s departure from Antioch, Gcrmanicus 
relapfed 5 and his perfuafion that Pifo had caufcd him to 
be poifoned, heightened the violence of the diftemper. 
Some of his domcftics too had the imprudence ib tell him, 
•that on the floors and walls of his houfe had beetr found 
bones of human bodies taken Out of the graves, afiies mixed 
with blood, charms, incanfationS, and the name of Gcr- 
manicus engraved on (beets of lead. Thefe fe^iMtSji and 
the frequeftt vifits of perfons, who were fuppofed to be K- 
fo's creatures, and to have been fefnt by him to 'watch At 
progrefs of the malady, redoubled the young prihce*s anxiety 
and apprehenfions. ** If my houfe ((aid be) is thus bcfct 
by treacherous friends in my life-«timeji What "Will Income 
after my death of n^y unhkppy S*^tfe, of my little cMWlren ? 
Pifo, impatient to cottimaUd aldfte the legions^ to gotem 
alone the province, tho«ght poifon too flow in it* 0pera* 
tion, and therefore had re^ourfe to charnis and ineanta- 
tions." In the height of the refcntment^ Which thcfe rc- 
•fleftion* raifed in his mmd, he wrote a lettet to Pifo, ut- 
terly renouncing his friendfliip, according t6 the cnftom 
which obtained among the Rorftafis. Some ^uthpre add, 
that he commailded him to depart th^ provineei atid that 
Pifo foon after put to fca, but kept hotcritlg upon the coaA, 
that he ^ght return the fooner, (hould the ^ovGrament of 
Syria b^ome vacant by the death of Oermanicvs. 

The violence of the malady abating, the youn^ prince's 

Huiifi di* friends began to cntertaiti fomfe hope^ <tf his tetovery : but 

JlpmrtdQf. (hort-lived was their joy ; a fuddett relapfe thl^ew them into 

defpair. Oermanicus, findmg his end appmached, fentfor 

his friends, and fpokc to this cffeQ : *• Were I to <Ec a na- 

Vank 
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gods ior tuiw fn^^tcbing WQ from my r^Utioas, my children, to /at 

aivi my CQUtitryi irji tae flpvrer pf my ^gt ;• but oeing thu3 fi^^^ 

brought to ;^n uutim^Iy e|^d by the maUgnity of Pifo gi>4 

his wifip, the laft favour I beg of ypu, my faithful ftiend$, 

is, tb3^t you jipquaiitt my father and brother with what 

p^fecutlons I end a moR miferable life by a mofl inglorious 

4e?4jh^ My relations^ 4ependents, and ^vcn thofe whom 

envy provoked againft me while living^ will bewail my mist- 

fortune and hard fate, in thus falling by the perfidious . 

^rts and treachery of a woman, after having efcaped fo many 

dangers in waf, and furvived fo many battles. It h a duty 

incMmbent upon you, my faithful friends, to do fomething 

more than to commemorate my death^with ufelefs tears ; ^ 

is the principal office pf a true friend to remember th^ 

Dvifiies of thofe with whom they lived in friendihip, an4 

fulfil their laft deiires : if therefore you Ipved une rather than 

my fortuiie, you will revenge my death* you will complaiii 

to the f^nate, and profecute the authors of my misfortune? 

us aur laws dire£i. Shew to the Roman people my wife, 

the grand^daughter of Auguftus ^ (hew them our fix chjl?> 

dren (E)^ This fight will move the fathers to compailion^ 

w^iich will prove favourable to you who accufe ; and th^ 

siccufed, if they pretend wicked commands, either will no^ 

be believed* or not pardone4*'^ His friends, bathed ip 

tears, taking the dying prince by the hand, fwore, that they 

would fooner lofe their lives than negledi his dying requefl;. 

Then turning to his wife, he conjured her by his memory, Hy advite 

by their common children, and all the bonds of nuptial '^ ^grippi- 

love, that fee would check her lofty fpirit, and yield to the "*• 

cruel (hocks of fortune, left, on her return to. the city, (he 

(hoixld, by unfeafonable competition, provoke thofe who 

were more powerful than her felf. • 

Other advices he imparted to her in fecret : whence it was 
conje£iured, that they related to Tiberius, exhorting her 
to be upon her guard againft his artifices. However, that 

(E) Gemjanicus had by A- One of the fon^ that died was 

grippina nine children ; Nero, fo beautiful a child, that Livia 

Prufus, Caius furnamed Call- had caufed him to be painted in 

gula, three other fons, who died the habit of Cupid, and confe- 

infants, and thffce daughters, crated the picture in the temple 

bom fucceffively in the ipace of of Venus Capitolina ; whence 

three years, Agrippina, the mo- it was removed to Auguftus's 

ther of Nero, Drufilla, and Li- chamber, who ufed conftantly 

vilify commonly called Julia, to kifs it when he came in (3) • 

{3) Suet, in Calig. cap, 7, 

T3 bp, 
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be, thefe words were his laft } for he had fcarce done ^peak« 
ing» when he fainted away, and foon afterexpired, to the 
inexpreffihlef grief of the province, and all the neighbour- 
ing countries. His funeral was performed without any 
pomp, and his body, before it was burnt, expofed naked 
in the forum of Antioch, where the fiineral pile was ere£U 
ed y (F). The aOies of the deceafcd prince were carefully 
prcferved by hJs wife Agrippina, and .inclofed in an urn. 
In order to be conveyed to Rome. 

Such was the end of the renowned Germanicus Caefar, in 
the thirty-fourth year of bis age^ a prince no lefs famous 
for his military prowefs than his other extraordinary ac- 
, compliihments. The Roman people had fo great a venera- 
tion for his rare talents and eminent qualities, that they 
were not afraid openly to declare on feveral occafions, that 
jGnce the time of Soipio Africanus, the gods had not bleffed 
Rome with fuch a citizen, ^e was, fays' Tacitus, alike 
venerable, whether you faw him or heard him ; and with* 
out ever betraying the Icaft arrogance or pride, yet fup- 
ported the dignity of his high ftatiqn. His complaifance to 
all, his humanity even to his enemies, his clemency, mo- 
deration, and engaging behaviour, won him the hearts not 
only of the Roman people, but of the Barbarians, who, 
though enemies to Rome, yet could not refrain from'fhed- 
ding tears on the death of Germanicus. Some of them at 
war with one another, and even with Rome, forbore hofti-> 
lities for fome time, to bewail fo great, fo general a lofs. 
Some of their princes cut off their beards, and (haved their 
wives hejjds •, fignals among them of the deepeft forrow. 
The proud monarch of the Parthians denied himfelf for 
fome time the plcafure of the chace, without appearing at 
the ordinary entertainments given by the princes and lords 
of his court; which was a token of grief, like the (hutting 
of the courts of juftice among the Romans, and ndvcr ufed 
but upon fome very extraordinary difafter. The people of 
Antioch carried their grief to impiety 5 for, hearing that 
Germanicus was dead, in the tranfpqrt of their forrow, they 
threw ftones at their temples, overturned their altars, and 
flung contemptuoufly their houfliold gods out of doors: 
fome of them, in the height of their grief and indignation, 
expofed and forfopk their new-born children *, 



y Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. C2»p, 83. 

(F) Tacitus tells us, that it 
remained uncertain whether any 
marks of poifon appeared on 
the body, th^ people, who faw 



z Suet. lib. Iv. cap. 5. 

it, giving oppofitc accounts, as 
they pitied Germanicus^ or fa« 
voured Pifo, 
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It is more cafy to cbnoeiye dian exprefs ttie confternadbi) Thezrirf. 
vhlcb the news of his deadi occsifioned in RcHne>. where he •f^^* ^^ 
was adored by all ranks pf men (O); The firft account of ^ f^. 
his iHnefs alarmed the whole city ; but while they were im^' ' \ < 

!)atiently waiting between hope and fear for farther intcl^ 
igence^ in the eVening a report was unaccountably fpread, 
that he was recovered^ and in good health. In confequence 
of this information, the people;^ in a tranfport of joy, flew 
to the Capitpl with vi6Hms and facrifices, impatient to dif- 
charge the tows they h^d made for his recovery. Tiberius, 
awaked out of his fleep with the noife of their mutual. con- 
^atulations^ and loud ihouts of joy, had the mortification 
to hear the following words echoed in every Rrcct^ ** Salva 
Roma, falva patria, faivus Germanicus ; Rome is fafe» our 
country is fafe, fince Germanicus is fafe.** But their joy 
was foon turned into the deepeft forrow; certain intelK- 
gence of his death arriving the next day, nothing was beard 
in the ftreets, nothing in the houfes, but fighs, outcries, la* 
mentations, and complaints^ Without any orders from the 
prince or fenate, all the courts of jnftice, the honfes of the 
citizens, and (hops, were fhut, and the moft frequented 
ftreets left as folitary as a defert. The emperor, by feveraf 
edids, endeavoured to reftrain thefe pnUic exprdBSons of 
grief; but even the moft cautious, not able te moderate their 
forrow, notwithandipg alt his ediAs^ continued to mourn, 
though Invited by the feftirals of December to mirth and 
jollity •. His death was the more regretted, as he was com- 
monly fuppofed to have been poiibi^ed by Pifo at the infti- 
gation of Tiberius and Livia, the only two perfons in the 
whole Roman empire, fays Dio \ who were not afieSed 
with fo great, fo general a lofs (H). , * 

The 
* Suet, in Calig. cap. 6* h Dio» lib. Ivif. p. 61 5. 

(G) He was to fuch a de> expreEcd his thoughts with 

gree beloved by the people, fays gfeat ea(e and elegance both in 

Suetonius, not only or Rome, Greek and Latin, and pleaded 

but ID the provinces, that when feveml caufes with extmordi- 

he departed or arrived at any nary applaufe (2). He gave t 

place, fuch crouds attended him, fpeeimen of his taile for poetry 

that he was often in danger of in fome Greek comedies, which, 

heing ilifled in the throng. as he was thorou^ roaAer of 

(H) Germanicus was not only that language, he wrote and 

AQ excellent commander, but publi(hed. S« Jerom and Lac* 

sn eloquent orattur, and, if Ovid tantius tell us, that he tranflaied 

did not flatter him, one of the into Latin a treatife of alhnci* 

heft poets of his age (i). He nomy, written ociginaily ij^ 

(i) Ovid. Faft« lib. i. ver. a^. («) Suet. ibid. cap. 3. 
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The.g9T£mment of Sy dancing vzc^ hj the ieatkot 

Oermanicuis, aod flight of Vxff^ the Ilevitenaot^ of the k^ 

gioxiSp and fen»tor8» wh9 wexe at. Antioch» committed dbe 

adminiftration pf the province fp Cneius Senliu^ who imf 

mediately feized and lent to ^me one Martinat a woman in* 

famous in that province for poifoning.and ffreatly cheriihed 

by Plandna. rifo being overtaken at the iuand of Cos by a 

meflenger,, acquainting him with the death t>f GermanicIiSi 

caused vi<^ms to be pub&cly flaiHt and r^iured vrith 

thankfgiving to the temples for fo fignal a favour. Hii 

wife Piancina ^xprefled her joy in a manner mpre arro|aot 

and infulting ; for (he no fopnier hejird that Germaoicus 

was ^ead, than* thrqwing off her mourning* which (he were 

for the death of her iifter^ fhc appeared in a drefs adapted 

to gaiety and mirth. The centurions of the arrny* which 

Piio had commanded tn £yxia> flocked to him^aedarin^ 

that the legions were readv to receive, and relnuatc Kim m 

the governmenti of which ne bad heeninjwioufly dcpriTed^ 

Fifo fummoned his friends^ ifo coaCult what mealiires ought 

to be purfuedft whether he &ouldgo wiJtb all ipeed tp Rome* 

or return to Syria. , His fon Marcus Pifo was inclined ta 

the former meafure; but Domitius Cjelex* an intimato 

friend of Pifo, declared for the latter, and prevailed. A« 

pifo was appriied, that Sentius would oppoie him* andbf 

his oppofitipn kindle a civil war in Syrist,, he^ i^. order to 

engage Tiberius in bis favour, tranfmitted a letter to bimi 

lilled with inve£lives againft the oouduft, luxury, and pride 

of Germanicus ; he enlarged on the injuftice the young 

pnnce had committed jn forcing him from his govern* 

mcnt-j and concluded with acquainting the emperor, that 

he was preparing to return to his province, and refam^ 

with his former loyalty the bare of the army. In the mean 

time, he feat Domitius Celer before him into Syria; and 

having formed into companies the defei^ters, who flocked to 

him from all parts, and the fervants who attended , the 

camp, he failed over to the continent, where he had th^ 

good fortune to intercept a body of ncw-raifed foldiers on 

their march into Syria. He alfo wrote to the petty kingi 

©f Ciliciu, ordering them to join him with all their forces. 

By thefc means, having got together a confidcrable bodyof 

•nen, he put to fea »g^in, and, fleering along the coafts oi 

Lycia and Pamphylia, met the fleet which carried Agtif* 

ymz with the aihes of her hulband to Rome. Both fleets 

tranflation to the emperor Do^ 
rtiitian, who aifuraed the titw 
of Cermapicus. 

prepared 
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prepared' for batde ; but as they were afraid of each othfr^ 
they proceeded no farther than to mutual reproaches. Vi* 
hius Marfus, who commanded AgrTppina'a gaUies, fum- 
moned Tifo, as a criminal, to his trial at Rome j which fum- 
iDons he anfwered with dcrifion and contempt. Then both' 
fleets .continued their cburfc, the one for Italy, the other 
for Cilicia, where Pifo made a delcent, and feized a ftrong 
c^tle on the frontiers of Syria. Sentius no fooner leara^d ^ 

Ais circumftance, than he bailened thither at the head b£ 
bis legions, overthrew Pifo at the firft oafe^ obliged hixn 
to take (belter bebiind the walls of the caftle, and fpon re- 
duced faim to fuck difficulties, that he offered to fiirrender^ 
upon condition that Sentius would fuffer him to remain 
there tiH the emperor'« pleafure Ihould be known. This He is 
propofal being rejefted, and the place reduced to the utmoft forced t^^ 
extremity, he was forced to fubrait upon what terms Sen-- abandon 
tins thought fit to. impofe ; which were, that he fhould ^^^' 
forthwith embark, and return to Rome ^. 

During thefe troubles in the Eaft, the fenate was wholly 
employed at Rome with inventing and decreeing new ho- 
nours to Germanicus, in order to eternize the^ menaory of 
a prince fo much beloveds and fo well deferving of the em- 
pire. It was decreed, that his name ihould be iaaferted in Honours 
the Ssdian hymns ^ that curule chairs (hould be placed for decreed at 
him among the priefts of Auguilus, and oaken crowns ^^^ '• 
hung over them, as an acknowlegement of the many citi- "*'""■" 
zens he had faved ; that his ftatue in ivory (hould be car- 
ried before the proceffion at the CircenGan games j an ho- 
nour peculiar to the gods, and fuch men as were deified; 
and that none but one of the Julian family Ihould be 
appointed flamen or augur in his room, lo thefe ho- 
nours triumphal arches were added, one at Rome, another 
on the banks of the Rhine^ and a third upon Mount Ama- 
nu6 in Syria, with infcriptions of his exploits, and a decla- 
ration, that he died for the republic ; a fepulchre at Antioch, 
where his body was burnt; and a tribunal at Epidaphne, 
where he ended his life (I). Many ftatues were raifcd, 
and many places appointed for paying him divine honours. 
Some were for decreeing to him, as a great maiter of elo- 

c Tacit, Ann. lib. ii« cap. 74— 3ii. 

(I) Tacitus fays, that he died och ; but all othcrwritcrs agree, 
at Epidaphne, a celebrated place that he ended his life in the city 
IP the neighbourhood ofAnti- of Antioch (3). 

(}) J>io, lib. 1 vii. p. 6t 5. Suet- ip Tim. cap. i, kc» 
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Soenccy a golden fhield, remarkable for its bulk (K); lot 
lis Tiberius would not adow» faying, that, in eloquence, 
lio regard was to be bad to the dignity of the perfon ; and 
that therefore he himfelf would dedicate a fhield equal m 
fize to thofe of other orators, it being fufficient glory for 
him to be ranked amongit the ancient writers* The Ro> 



(K) It was an ancient cuflom 
among the Romans to ere^ the 
images of illuftnous men in the 
curia, and in their temples. 
Thus the image of Scipio Afri« 
canus was fee up in the temple 
of Jupiter Gkpitolinus, and that 
of Cato the cenibr in the curia 
or fenate-houfe, as we read in 
Valerius Maximus. Auguftus 
caufed the images of all thofe 
Romans^ who before his time 
had eminently diftingoilhed 
themfelves in the arts either of 
peace or war, to be fet up in 
the curia, allotting to each pro- 
feffion its proper place. Thus 
Tacitus tells us, that the imagp 
of Hortenfius was placed among 
the orators. The like honour 
the fathers were now for de- 
creeing to Germanicus, as to 
one of the mailers of eloquence. 
Thefe images are called by the 
ancients (hields ( i ), becaufe en- 
graved in gold, iilrer, or brafs, 
in the form of a (hield. This 
is the common opinion ; though 
ibme writers think, that in La- 
tin they ought not to be called 
clypei, which word iignifies a 
Jljield', butclupea, that is, en- 
graved vjarky from the ancient 
word cluere^ to engrave* This 
derivation Pliny defpifes. as a 
fond conceit of the gramma- 
rians: ** Scutis qualibus a<f 
Trojam pugnatum efi (fays h^), 
continebanuir imagines : unde 
& nomen habuere clypeorum ; 



non, nt peryerfa ^mmadco* 
rum fubtilitas roluit, a duen- 
da.** *« On fuch fort of buck- 
lers as were ufed in the Trqjao 
war, were contained images: 
whence tbey had the name of 
fliiekis; nor, as the gramma- 
rians ^volous niceneft would 
have it, from engraving/' How- 
ever, Livy calls them clupea; 
** Clupea (fays he), de cduro- 
nis dempfit." Frequent men- 
tion is made of thefe fliieids 
in ancient inlcriptions : Lipfias 
quotes the following : " Huic* 
Decuriones * Funus* PublicBin • 
Statuam • Equeilrem * Clype- 
um • Argjcnteum • Locum •Se- 
pulturae • Decreverunt* " Tbe 
oihcers have granted this maa 
a public funeral, an equeftrlaa 
ftatue, a filver ftiield, a glace 
of interment.'* Thefe fhieU$ 
were fometimcs hung up to pre- 
ferve the memory of the ^' 
ceafed without any effigies, ami 
only with the names of the per- 
fons by whom, and to whofe 
honour, they were offered. Such 
fhields were fometimes fet up by 
private perfons to honour the 
memory of their anceftors, wi^- 
out any order or decree of the 
fenate ; for Pliny, in fpeakiog 
of Appius Claudius, who was 
conful m the year of Rome 2, -pit 
fays, that he was the firft who» 
though a private perfon, fet up 
in public, and confccrated, the 
fhields of his anceftors. 



(i) Vide Plin. lib. iii. cap. 7. Suet in Do;nit. Capitol, in Ao- 
tftnino. Tr«bel. in Claud. Liv. lib. Jx. Phil. Lcgat. ad Caium* 
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man knights, In their turn, to honour the memory of the 
deceafed prince, changed the name of that body of horfe, 
which, being compofed of the young nobility, was ftyled 
the fquadron of the juniors, and called it thenceforth thcj 
f<|uadron of Germanicus; appointing, at the fame time» 
that the effigies of Germanicus ihould be carried as their 
ftandard at their public reviews, which were annually made 
on the ides df July **. 

In the midft" of thefe expreffions of public grief, Livia, UviUa 
called alfo Livilla, fitter to Germanicus, and wife to Dru- ^^'-f^'wr/i 
fus, was delivered of male twins ; an event fo agreeable to ^^ . 
Tiberius, that he could not avoid boafting to the fenate, *""*** 

' that no Roman of equal rank liad ever before been delivered 
of two fons at a birth. The increafe of Drufus's family 
redoubled the grief of the people, who faw with regret 
that of their beloved Germanicus removed at a greater di- 

^ ftance from the throne \ The fame year fevere laws were 
ena^ed by the fcnate to rcftrain the lewdncfs of women 5 
and it was provided, that no woman (hould profkitute ber- 
felf, whofe father, grandfather, or hufband, were Roman 
{^nights (L). Meafures were alfo taken by the fathers for ^ kg Jew- 
utterly extirpating the Jewifli and Egyptian ceremonies. *^ ^^'^ 
By a decree of the fenatc, four thoufand young men, all ^syp*^^ 
defcended from manumitted Haves, and iniedied, fays Ta- ^J^^^^a 
citus, with that fuperftition, were inroUed, and tranfported /e^nM, 
to Sardinia, to fupprefs the robbers who infeft^d that ifland: 
if they periflied through the badnefs of the air, the fenate 
thought it would be no great lofs (M). The reft were or- 
dered 

' Tacit. Ann^ lib. ii. cap* %%. • Idem, ibid. cap. $4^ 

(D The fathers were prompt* obliged to fly his country for « 

ed to make this prohibition by breach of the laws, retired t» 

the monftrous impudence of one Rome, where he fet up for au 

Viflilla ; who, though a woman expounder of the law of Moies i 

of great quality, and bom of and, with the aHiflance of three 

a praetorian family, was not others, all of the fame ftamp 

aihamed to appear before the with himfelf, gained over to the 

^diles, and publicly declare her- Jewifh religion one Fulvia, the 

felf a prolHtute, purfuant to an wife of Saturninus, a woman of 

ancient law, which obliged all great diflinftion. The zealous 

women; who became venal, to profelyte was eafily perfuaded to 

acknowlege their infamy be- make a rich prefent of purple 

fore the above mentioned ma- and gold to the temple ot Jeru- 

giflrates. falem, which (he delivered to 

(M) To the expulfion of the her dire^ors ; but they, inftead 

Jews an impoflor of that na- of fending the offering to Jeru- 

fion gave occafiqn, who, being falem, converted it to their own 

ufir. 
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dcrrd to dqwirt Rome^ an4 s^H Jt^ly, i^ Fithin a fated 
tSlme, tbey did not renpunce their national ceremonies'' 
The fame year Tihferlus gave fenteral inftances of ge»ero- 
fity, which ought pot to be omitted. Occifi, who hai 
prefided over the Veftals fifty-feVen years with! gre?t lepu* 
tation, being dead, be reprefented to th^ fenatc, that an- 
other virgin was to be chofen in her room. Fonteius Agrip* 
pa 'and Afinius Pollio offering their daughters^! be thanked 
them both for their regard to the commonwealths bat pre- 

f TjKit. Ajih. tib.iL c*p. 85. 



«fe- This fraud Folvia difdofed 
to her kuiband, and he to the 
emperor, who thereupon order- 
ed «U the Jenrs to d^art Rome, 
•fter havoig Hfted foor tboufand 
of their youth, and Cent them 
uiro Sardinia,. At the ikine time 
the Egyptians were driven out 
of Rome, and their rite^ utterly 
fupprefled ; they had been for- 
merly forbidden by Auguftus ; 
but at this time that prohibition 
vras renewed and enforced, on 
•ccaiion of a very feandalou* 
ftory related at length by jo- 
iephus. Decius MUndui, a 
young Roman knight, filing 
tn love with a married lady of 
the firft quality in Rome, by 
name Paulina, and not being 
able to prevail upon her to com- 
ply with bis unlawful defires, 
had recourfe to the priefts of the 
goddefs I(is. Thefe pretend* 
fttg that the god Anubis, to 
whofe worihipPaulinawas^greatr 
{y addi^ed, was io love with 
tier, perfuaded her to pafs a 
«}ght in the temple of that 
deity : when Musidus, by pay- 
ing down twenty -five thoufand 
drachmas to the prieds, and 
promifing them the like Turn* 
g^tained what he had 



dus meeting her, •* I thsuA 
you, Paulina (faid he), for 
granting me, under the name 
of Anubis, the favours vrkkb 
I would willingly have porcfaaf* 
ed at fo dear a rate. At diefe 
words the virtuous Pauliwww 
thupderftruck ; (he burft iaw 
tears, tore her garments, and, 
haftening to her hufband, ac- 
quainted him how ihe had been 
deceived, and betrayed by the 
priefts. Her bulband coraplai^^ 
ed to the emperor, relating to 
him every particular of fo bafe 
an a^ion ;j and he, upon iBqw- 
ry, and a Arid examination of 
the priefts, finding th«n guilty? 
ordered them all to be cructfci 
the temple of Anubis tobepuH^ 
ed down, his ftatue to be thrown 
into the Tiber^ the Egypo«» 
rites to be utterly fuppreffw» 
and all who profeffed them w 
be baniflied Ron>€* Ida, the 
freedwoman of Mundus's father, 
who iirR advifed him to appjf 
to the priefts, for which ad- 
vice (he received fifty thaufanj 
drachmas, was crucified with 
tbc pricfls ; but Mundus was 
o«ily bani{hed,TibjBWus exempt- 
ing' him, fays Jofephas, on ac-. 
count of his paffion, which w^ 



in vain ^ , , 

fipplicd for to Paulina herfelf fo violent, that, finding tne 

with the tender of two hundred chafte Paulina proof againft s"* 

tboti&f»d drachmas. Three temptation, he had rcfolroita 

days after this inoerview, Mun- ftarve 'him(elf to death 1 O* 



(0 Jofeph. Antiq. Ub aviii* cap* 4. 
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llerrcd PdttWs daughter, bccaufe her mother h^d married 
but one hufciafnrf : to comfort the other, he prefented her 
with a thotifand^rdat fefterces. Conn being very dear, he 
•fettled the price which the buyer wd3 to pay ; and that the 
Yeiler might not lofe the advantage arifing from the fcarcity 
t>f grairi/ he payed twb nammi, that is, fourteen pence of 
our 'money; a bufliel, over and abtrvethe fixed price. For 
thefe bounties the people offered him again the title of 
Father of hi^ Country, which he reje<Sbed, and at the fame 
time rebuked fuch as ftyled him Lord ; fhewihg thereby, 
fays Tacitus, that though he dreadedfiberty, yet he defpifed 
•flattery. The f^me attchor tells us, upon the authority of the 
writers of thbfe. times, (bmeof them fenators, that letters 
w6re md in the fenate froni Adgahdeftrius, prince of the 
Ciatti, offering rodilpatch Ai-minius, provided poifon were 
"fent him for th^ purpofe: to which propofal Tiberius rt- 
turned this anfwef ; <* That it was not the cuftom of the 
Roman people to take vengeance on their enemies by trea- 
chery, but openly, and in the fieid.** 

Arminius, however, after the departiire of the Romans, 
■«nd cxpulCcrn of his rival Maroboduus, attempting to en- 
Have his country, fell, by the treacherj'of his kindred, in 
tht tWtty-fevettt^'year'of his age*. PJiny obferves^ that Death 9f 
this year, oli t!he eighth of July, a new Ifland was formed '^^'«*«'» 
iiear tliat of ©eloVm Tlh'e Archipelago \ . , 

In thebegihftingof 'the'tiextyear, M. Valerius Mefla- dgr^pmm 
li^us, and M. .VaIetids'<?otta, being^confuls, Agrippina ar- f^£^'.*J 
rWed at BrunduftAm with the aflies of her -deceafed huf- t^^l%r 
fcattd ; and wa^ r^'deived-, at her lartding, with tokens of tbc g^2«ii'- 
decpeft forrow, not only by the inhabitants of that, but of «0/« 
all the neighbouring cities, who Sad flocked thither to con- • <^ 

dole With hef on fo melancholy art occalJon. She no foonejr ' 
appcaVedoh'thfe'ftiOffe; ittended by her two children Caius . \ 

and Jttlia, wrth the ftineral urn in Her arms, and her eyes 
4x^a dn the gr6tifia, than the whole multitude burfl: into 
*tcars: nothing Wafe'hea'M but groans, outcries, and lamen- 
tations, friencS, rdj^fions, and ftfangers, being equally a?- 
4e&t& stt the fight of -fo moving an obje£l. Tiberius had 
difpatched two praetorian cohorts to attend the remains of 
fhe deceafed prince ffom Brundulium to Rome, and ordered 
the magiftrates of Calabria, Apulia, and iCampania, to pay 
their laft office^ to t^ memory of his fori. The urn was 
cafried on the ftiotfldefts of the tribunes and centurions, and 
accompanied by Ae chief magittrates of the places through 
vhich it paffcd, thef'iiQors ef the deceafed general marcn- 

s Tacit. Ann. lib. 11, cap. t8. ^ Flin. lib. ii. cap. S;. 

ing 
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ing before k with their fafees rererfed. When the funeral 
proceflion arrived at any Roman colonyi the nobility, in 
thtir mod fplendid apparel, and the people in mourning, 
flew viflims, ere£led altars, and burnt perfumes, teftifying, 
with loud lamentations, their common forrow. The nearer 
iton»rt- they drew to Rome^ the greater was the concoUrfe. At 
uivid. Terracina they were met by Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, by 
Claudius, Germanicus^s younger brother, and by fuch of bis 
children as had been left at Rome. At fome diftance from 
the city, the confcript fathers, with the confuls at their 
head, and great Crowds of people, lined the road through 
which the proceflion pafled, bathed in tears, and teftifymg 
their grief with fighs,. in which flattery had no fliare ; for 
every body knew that Tiberius rejoiced inwardlv at this 
event. Neither he nor his mother Livia appeared abroad, 
either becaufe they thought it below their clignity to lament 
publicly, or through fear of betraying in their countenances 
fome marks of joy amidft the public lamentations. The 
remains of the deceafed prince were depoGted in the tomb 
of Auguftus, the whole city attending them to the field of 
Mars, where thattnonument was ere£ted, and crving aloitd, 
in the tranfports of their grlef» that the republic was ut- 
terly ruined, that no farther hope remained) as if they had 
forgot by whom they were governed. Nothing oflended 
Tiberius fo much as the afieSion which the people fliewed 
for Agrippina, calling her ^* the ornament of her country, 
the only blood of Auguftus, a true pattern of ancient vir- 
. tue.;" and at the fame time imploring the bleffings of the 
< gods for her iflTue, that they might outlive the perfecudow 

* of the wicked. . 

fihirhis,fy ' As (he people fet lio bounds to their grief, Tiberius 
*h!^h*^h *^o^8^^ proper to check it by a public decree, conunanding 
pi^ikgriif .^^^"^ ^^ refume their feveral vocations, and, as the Mapi> 
* fian games were at hand, to indulge themfelves in tlieir 
ufuai diverfions, as they had, by their lamentatiqus, given 
fufEcient vent to their forrow. The emperor's decree was 
Immediately complied with, as to the external appearance ; 
'the courts of juftice were opened, public affairs rcfumcd, 
and an end was put to the vacation \ 

Drufus, who had come to Rome to attend the funeralf 
"returned to the army in Illyricum ; which he had fcarcc 
reached, when Pifo appeared in the camp, hoping to find 
the young prince lefs incenfed againft him for the death of 
a brother, than favourable to him for the removal of a riral. 
Drufus, at their firft meeting, told him, *< That if the 

^ Tacit. Aanal»lib. iii« cap. s. 

crime 
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t&me laid to\n$ chai^ge was true, be would be thp firft to Dmfits'i 
tevengc it j but that Be hoped the current report wae artful ak* 
groundlefs, and that the death of Germanicus would be f^^^Jt 
pernicious to none'* This declaration he made in public, '** 

andearefully avoided. all private interviews with Pifo. The 
artful anfwef, and cautious behaviour ot a youth| otherwife 
frank and unwary^ prompted moft people to believe, that 
he had been inllrudled by his father how to behave in fo 
nice and critical a jun£lure^ X^ung Pifo, whom the far 
ther had fent to Tlpme, to foften the empeior, was received 
very kindly, and honoured with fucn prefents as were 
ufually bellowed on tbe fohs of governors, when they re* 
turned from the provinces. In the mie^n time Martina, fa* 
mous for the art of poifoning, who had been fent in cuftodjf 
towards Ronie, was found dead at BrunduGum, with poi- 
fon bound up in th^ knots of her Jiair, Whether herdeati 
was accidental, or procured by private orders from Tibe- 
rius or Pifo, was never known. By her death the accufers 
were deprived, of their chief evidence y for (he had ever 
livdd in clofc confidence with Plancina \ and the fenate 
hoped.to extort from her, by force of torments, a confeffiozi 
of the crime, and a difcovery of her accomplices. 

Not long after this, event,, rifo arrived in Rome, with his ?ifi #r- 
wife Plancina i and rowing down the Tiber from Narnia, rives at 
^anidcd near the tomb of Auguftus, where the aihes of Ger* *•*** ' 
manicus had been Irately depofited. This incident, with 
their infolent behaviour, heightened the indignation of the 
people 5 for they both appeared with gay countenances } 
and attended with a, numerous retinue, "he of clients and 
domeftics, and (he of. women, proceeded to their (lately 
palace, which was on this pccafion magnificently adorned 
and iHuminated* 'The night they paffed in rejoicings, hav- 
ing invited their, friends and relations to a banquet, with 
which they folem'nized their fafe arrival. The very next 
day Pifo was arraigned by Vitellius, Veranius, and others, Isarraigif 
v^o had attended Germanicus. The emperor having heard, #^« 
in a private audience, the charge pf the accufers, and the 
defence of the accufed, referred the gaufe to the fenate, 
apprehenfive that refleftions would |>e caljt upon him, whe« 
ther he condemned or abfolved the acciifed. 

When the fenate: met for this great trial, Tiberius affe^- 
cd moderation : he told the confcript fathers, that Pifo had 
been his father's lieutenant and friend, and lately appointed 
t>y himfelf, at the dire£lion of the fenate, to affid Germa- 
nicus in fettling the affairs of the Eaft : whether he had 
there, by his haughtinefs and oppofition, provoked the 
young prince, and rejoiced at his deatk^ or wickedly pro- 

cure4. 
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CufCff It, tliey ^'ere fhert to judge with un!)iafled ti&nih 

tihertus*s <* If you find him guilty (faid the emperor), of haying onlf 

/peicA to exceeded the bounds of his commiffioo, by refufing to fut" 

\nt^^^ tuit to the will of his general, or even of having betrayed 

Qccafiom. j^y at his death, and fny affliction, I {hall ever nate bnii. 

and banifh him from my hou£e ; but cannot, for private in* 

juries, condemn him as a criminal. If you find him guilty 

of Germanicus's death, it is incumbent upon you to re« 

venge it, and afford his children, and us his father anj 

?;randmother, the fatLsfa£lion of feeing him puniflied for 
uch an' enormous crime. I befcech you to proceed with 
impartiality : let not your regard for me miflead you to tok? 
crirtaes for proved, bec^ufe they are committed againft imc# 
tf the accufed has any friends or relations, let them exert 
tfieir eloqtience, and ufe their utmott endeavours to clear 
' him from the crimes? laid to his charge. Let Ms accufers 
takethe fame pains to oonvift him of the charge which is 
fcrought againft him : by thefe means we ih all be able to 
jud^e impartially $ to at>fp]ve the accu&d, if innocent; to 
condemn him, if guilty *.'* 

" Two .'dayi were allowed the accufer$ to fupport ^belr 

charge, and, fix days after, three were granted the accufed 

AHictestf to maJce his defence. 'jThe articles of impeachment bcought 

imfiach* againft Pi fo hy Serv*gs^ Veranius, and Vitellius, were, that 

TroL^t \^^ had pemiitted a general liccntioufnefs In the army, and 

agmn/l Corrupted the commpn foldiers to that degree, that he w»J 

Pifi. iftylea, bv the mciftr profligate. Father of the Legions; Aat 

he had aoufed, in a moft outrageous riianner, the friends 

of Gefmanicus ; and laftly, that by poifon and witchcraft 

he had deftroycd his general, and borne arms afgainft ftc 

' conimonwealth ; infomuch that they had been obliged td 

ehgage and defeat him, before they could bring him to Ki 

trial. He defended himfejf but weakly againft thefe aciStt- 

fartonSs ; only the charge of poifonii>g Germanicus was not 

fiifficiently proved However, the fenate could not be per* 

" fuaded, that Germanicus had died a natural death $ andi at 

the fame time, the people were heard exclaiming at the 

door of the fenate-houfe, that thoueh the fathers ahfolved ' 

the accufed, he fbould notefcape.tne punilhment due tP 

his crimes: they had already overturned the ftatuc* of 

Pifp, and would have dragged them to the Scalae GiemO" 

^Ise, the place where criminals were executed^ had thef 

not been prevented by Tiberius's orders. Thefe difturbancea 

inducexl the fenate to defer the final decifion of the caufe; 

jind Fifo, that he might not be exppfcd to the outrages 4 

k xacil. Ann. lib. iit cap. t. Dioy lib. Ivii* p. its* 

• tl« 
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tlie incbiliied iiiUtttude, was conveyed to his houfe in i Tii^ 
ter^ fbUoHKr^d by &_ tribune of a fjf^etdftafi cofamt, whom 
fome beheld as a guard for his fafety^ others 18 the miniftec 
of his death* 

The people were no lefs incenfed againft Planciha than ,Pifonhnn^ 
Pifo ; but fhe havihg, by the (beret iolicitatioiis of Livia, do»ed by 
ibcUred her own pardon, began, by degrees^ to abandon ^j *^'/' 
bcr hnflsand, and to rtialre a feparate defence, though flie ^«**""** 
liad cleelared, froin the beginning, that (he would employ 
all. her interefl and favour with Litia, in behalf of both-; 
and that) by the fame fentence, they (hould botfar be either 
abfoiVed or condemned. This defection fo :tfFe£led Pifo, 
who had placed more confidence in the intereft of his wife 
than his own^ that hc'^as ibme time in fufpence whether 
he fiioold make any farther defi&nc^ : but his fon prevailed 
upon him to appear bnce more before the fehate, and try ? 

-whether he could itiote the fethers bt Tiberius to compat i 

fion. The fenate proving imp lac&ble, and the emperor eare^ 
fully avoiding to ihew^' et^n tit hid ciduntenance, the leaft 
mark of cendemefs towdrds hioi in his diftrefs, he returhed 
home, and wrote a letter to the emperor, utrhidi he fealed, 
and deliiTefed to his freedman. He then bathed, according 
to the Roman cuftom, and 'fiij)ped as ufuaL His Wife kept 
bim <j«>iHpany till the night wafe far fpent^ and theti retired ; 
Fife ordered the door of the chamber to be (hut, and wis 
Ibund at bttA of day with his throat cat, ^nd his fword ^'^ ^^^^^^ 
lying: by him K Tiberius, fearing the death of Fifo tnigbt 
be imputed td him, aa if he hstd procured it to prevent far- 
mer difooveties, examined bis domeftics in the fenate rela«< 
livt to t)fe circumftances of his fate ; and' then read the 
letter whi^h Piib had written to him, imploring his protec*- 
tidii fbr his fons^ whom He deared from having any (hare 
10 his late o6hdu£k^ whatever it were. Of his wife P]an<- 
etna be fatd nothing. One of his fpns had remained a^ 
Rome) atid therefore could be in no degt^e aceeffory to his 
father's guilt; the other had indeed attended him into Sy- 
ria, and ferved under him in the commcUioits he ralfed in 
the province t but Tiberius would not allow that to be imV 
pttted to him as a crimci alleging the orders of his father> 
vrhscb^ he faid, a fon could not difobey. 

As for Plandna, who was fuppofed td have been more 'tibfrlut 
guilty than her hu&and, Tiberius declared, not without favours 
blufliing, and betraying great confuGon in his fpeech and Pluncina i 
countenance, that,' at the earned entreaties of his mother, 
he could not help pleading for her, and afiiiling her in her 

» Tacit, Dio, ibid. 
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trial. However, ViteUios and Veranius did not drop t&e 
profecution ; but after they had, in a trial which lafted two 
- days, fiiade the charge appear pretty plain, and filenced 
^ko it ab* thofe who pleaded for the accufed, (he efcaped the puniih- 
/•/vw/. mcnt due to her crime, by the indulgence of the fertile fc- 
nate : for the conful Aurelius Cotta, being fif ft afkcd bis 
opinion b^ the emperor, who colle£led the voices himfelf, 
anfwered m the following terms : *^ I am of opinion, that 
the name of Pifo be rafed out of the confular fafti or tables^ 
part of his eftate forfeited* and part granted to his foa 
Cneius, upon his changing. thatname ; that his fon Marcos 
be expelled the fenate, baniflied for ten years, and allowed 
out of h» father's eftate only fifty thoufand great fefterceSi 
As to Plancina, I think (he Ihould be pardoned, at the r^ 
.queft of Livia*" This fentence feemed too rigorous to the 
TtberiMs emperor, with refpe£l to Pifo's children and memory: be 
fa'voursthi therefore would not allow his name to be ftruck out of tbc 
€hiidrtu^ -confular tables, faying, that the name of Marc Antony, 
^ory'tf "^^^ "^^^ made war upon his country, and that of his fon 
FijQ* Julius Antonius, who had, by adultery^ diflionoured the 

houfe of Augoftus, remained ftill inthofe tables* He like- 
wife delivered Marcus Pifo from the infamy of being di- 
vefted of his dignity, and left him his paternal inberiunce 
entire. He alfo oppofed the motion of Valerius Mcffali* 
nus, who was for ere^iing a golden ftatue in the temple of 
Mars the Avenger, and that of Caceina Severus, whopro- 
pofed building an altar to Revenge. *^ Such monuments 
(he faid) were fit to be raifed for victories 4yvtr aforeip 
enemy ; but domeftic evils were either to be buried inoV 
livion, or remembered with, grief/' As the emperor had 
fliewn great favour to Plancina afid her children^ to maifl* 
tain the opinion of an impartial judge, a few days after the 
trial, he moved in the fenate^ that Vitellius, Veraniusiand 
Ser\'3eus, who had accufed Pifo, might be rewarded ; and 
they were accordingly preferred to pontifical honours " 

The death of Germanicus being thus avenged, DrufuSi 

who had returned from Illyricum to be prefent at the trials 

was honoured with an ovation, which, though decreed hiw 

the year before, for having fettled peace in Germanyi be 

rtpfaniat bad poftponed till the caufe was over. A few days jiftcr 

tkt mother died his mother Vipfania, of all the children of Agrippa 

t/Drufus, ^Q ojjjy one fjjys Tacitus, who died a natural death (N). 

■1 I'acit. Annal. lib. iii. cap* 1—19. 

(N) A grippa had three wives, of Atticus, Marcella, the daugb- 
to wit, Pomponia, the daughter ter of O^via, and Julia* ^f 

Pow- 
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The fame year TacfarinaSf who had been, Ibme time beforfi Tacfarinas 
dei(eated by Furius Camillus, renewed the war in Africa | rmt^f ihi 
but was obliged, by L. Aproiiius, who had fucceeded Qa- T*'*'"^. *»^ 
miilus in the government of that province, to ihelter him- ^ ^^^^^'*'* 
felf a^in in^he deferts ^ 

This year, Emilia Lepida, defcended from one of the moft Tht trial / 
illuftrious families in Rome, great grand-daughter to Sylla ^«/tf« 
and Pompey, and once deiigned for the wife of Lucius Ca:- ^'/'^ 
far, was charged with impofing upon her htifband Pub. Quiri* 
nins, a fuppofititious chUd,' with adultery, arid with conlult* 
ing the Chaldaeans about the fate of the imperial family ; 
which was a capital crime. Her brother Mahius Lepidus 
undertook her defehce ; and Tiberius behaved on this oc- 
cafion with fuch fubtlety, that it was impoffible to difcover 
his real fentiments. At firft, he begged the fenators not to 
Aieddle with the articles of treafon, and foon after charged 
Marcus Servilius to produce thofe very proofs, w'bich be 
pretended to fupprefs : he would not foffer the flaves of 
Lepida to be examined by torture, as to the articles of trea- 
fon, nor Ills fon Drufus, though conful eled, to vote firft, 
left the reft (hould think therofelves obliged to follow his 
example. However, the flaves of Lepida eohfefling, that 
flie had impofed upon her hufl)and a fuppofititious child, and 
even attempted to poifon him, flie was condemned to per- 
petual banifliment ; but at the requeft of Scaurus, to whom 
flie had borne a daughter, either before her marriage with 
Quirinius, or after her divorce, her eftate w'as not coiifif- 
cated. After (he was condemned, Tiberius told the fena- 
tors, he had learned from the flaves of her hufband Quiri- 
nius, that ihe had attempted to poifon him alfo ^ 

This year Tiberius foftened the rigour of the law Papia TkifntitU 
Poppsea, which loaded thofe with heavy fines who did not tj ofth§ 

a Tacit. Aon. lib. iii. cap. so. *. Suet in Tib. cap. 49. ^^^^ 

Pomponia he had Vipfania, the fu j)|>o(ed to have been poifoned ; 

mother of Drufus, mentioned Agrippina pcriftied by hunger ; 

here by Tacitus. Marcella like- and Pofthumus Agrijjpa by the 

wife bore him children, If Sue- fword ; but as to Julia (he died 

tOBius is to be credited ; but, a natural death, according to 

as we find no farther mention the account which Tacitus him- 

made of them, we conclude, felf gives of It (i); though he 

that they died very young. By tells us in this place, that Vip^ 

Julia he had five children, Caius fania was, of all the children of 

and Lucius Casfars, Agrippa Agrippa, the only one who died. 
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PofthumUs, Agrippina, and Ju- a natural death. 
Ua« Caius and Lucius were 



(1) Tacitt Annal.lib«iv. 
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marry at a certain age. Great numbers of Romans chuCng 
rather to pay the Snes than incumber themfelves witli ta« 
milies, fo.tbat the law ferved only to enrich the exchequeri 
Tiberius appointed five perfons, who had been formerly 
confulS} five who had b^en prsetors, with ten other fe- 
natorS) to examine all the regulations made befoi'e his 
time againft celibacy. Thefe explained the intricacies of 
the laws ena£ied againft a (ingle hfe, which the lawyers of 
thofe days employed tp ruin many noble families; and; at 
the fame timci' thev mitigated the rigour of the ancient 
law, by leflening the fines, which, according to the regu- 
lations of Auguftus^ every man was to pay, who did not 
Nero, Ger- marry at a certain age. Towards the end ot this year, Kc- 
manicuis ro, Germanicus's eldeft fon^ being of age, Tiberius recom- 
Meft/ou^ mended' him to the fenate, that he might ftand for the 
^kfTiherLs 9***^^^*? ^^^ 1^^^ fooncr than the laws direfted ; a rc- 
^ ' ' " * queft which was readily granted, as alfo a place in thecol^ 
lege of pontifi^. The nm day he entered tne for^im in his 
manly robe, a donative^of corn and i^oney was diftributed 
by Tioerius to the popttlace^ overjoyed to fee a fon of tier* 
manicus come of age. Their felicity was doubled by hi9 
marriage with Julia the daughter of Drufus \ but foon af* 
ter, the people, faw, with the utmoil concern and indlgna* 
tion, the daughter of Sejanus betrothed to youilg Dnuos, 
/ the nephew of Germanicus, and fon of Uaudius, who 
reigned ai&er Caligula. By this match, the Claudian fa' 
mily feemed degraded, and Sejanus exalted ftill higher, 
Diotk 9f though hia. power and credit with the emperpr was alreadjf 
Drufus f top great: but, a few days after, Dru&s died .at Pom^ 
nephew /• by a flrange accident, being choaked by a pear, wuch 
GfrmoMt" jjy^jj jjj jijg throat, as in play he threw it up in the air, W 
^^* caught it in his mouth. 

Yr. of Fl. In the following year Tiberius was conful the fourUi tirtc, 

^369. and Dmfus the fecond ; but Tiberius, foon aftef he hU re- 

VC V' ^^^^^ ^^^ fafccs, under pretence of his health, retired to 

' *^ ^* Campania, either to accuftom himfelf, by degrees, to Kt<? 

Tiberiut pnt of Rome, or to leave Drufus the honour or difchargiflg 

gMsiute that office alone. Not long after his departure, bea^' 

Campania, quainted the fenate, that lacfarinas had raiTed new'dlf- 

turbances in Africa, and exhorted them to choofe a pro- 

conful to be fent into that provincci equal to the war with 

which it was threatened. Upon this inteli^eoce the &* 

thers met ; but, inllead of naming a governor, decreed^ 

that the appointing of a proper perfon for the goverato^Ht 

of Africa (hould be left to the citepcmr. On Ais occafion, 

Caecina Severus made a fpeech againft any magiftratc*8 cir- 

rying his wife with him Into hU province.) but, being op- 



pofcd hj Vglcrius Mcfl5iJi«[W8, and by Drufus, his motion 
was over-ruled. The uext linae the feriate met, a letter was 
prefented to them frorn Tiberius, wherein, after complain- 
ipg that they caft the c^ire of all public affajrs upon him, 
h^ named Mf Lepidu^ and Junius Blaefu^, leaving it to them 
to cboofe for tl^e proconfulatc of Africa which of the two 
they ploi^fad- Acaordingly Blaefus was chofen, Lepidus 
pleadinf( with great earneftnefa his infirmities, the tender 
^ge of bi^ children, and a daughter who wa$ marriageable'. 
The moderation and mildnefisi with which Drufus go« 
verMd during his father^s abfence, encouraged fome fena- 
tpFR tQ ai^ly to him to r^drefs an evil which wiis by degree^ 
grqwn ihtolersJjle. The ftatuea of the emperors were be- Statufs a/ 
come fan^uaries to profligates, who, embracing them, ^^f^^pf- 
diieatened, and wantonly infulted, any perfon with impu- ^^^' ^* 
aity 5 Qot even a mafter being allowed to puni(h a flavq for 'tti^-ml^' 
the inve£^ives he had uttered againft him, while he held 
the emperor's ftatue. Againft this abufe Caius Seftius, a 
Ibnator, fpokc with great warmth, as he had been lately re- 
vitod in a moftoutragepus manner by one Annia Rufilla, 
-VFhom he had prqfecuted and convifted of forgery. To re* Drufus r#- 
noedy this diforder, Drufus fummoned Rufilla oefore his. drffesthis 
tribun^J 'y and finding her gnilty of uttering invcftives againft ''^^'* 
Seftiuss under proteftion of the emperqi^s ftatue, he com- 
ipitted her to prifon. The puniflmient of thi^ profligate 
woman, and that of two Roman knights, Confidius jiEquus 
and Cqelius Curfar, who had forged a charge of treafon 
^ainft the pnaetor Magius Casciiianus, ingratiated Drufus 
with the people, who overlooked his luxury and difTipation, 
although he commonly fpent the day at the (hews of gla- 
diators, and the greater part of the night in revels and ban- 
quets. Antiftius. Vetus, a principal nobleman of Macedon, Anttfiius 
being iried for adultery, during Drufus's adminiftration, Vnus 
was abfolved ; a circumftance which highly offended Tibe- ''*'>^» 
liva, whot-wrote a letter to the fenate> fevercly reproaching 
th<^ judges* He ordered them to recall Vetua, and try him 
for treafon, as: a difturber of the public peace, and confe- 
derate with the late king Rbefcuporis, when, having killed 
his nephew Cotys, he defigned to make war upon Rome. 
The charge of treafon, fays Tacitus, proved, in thofe days, 
the bulwark of all aecufations, and was the raoft effe£lual 
means of making fure of the criminaU Vetus was there- and con" 
fore condemned to perpetual banilhment, and that he fliould demned. 
be confined to an ifland, neither in the neighbourhood of. 
Al^cedon^ nor of Thrace. ' 

9 Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 35. ^ 
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' The troubles, which began about this time in Thrace, 
prompted the judges, or rather Tiberius, ta add this claufc: 
for the Odryfians, and other warlike nations of Thrace, be- 
ing diflatisned with the government of Rhetnetalces, to 
whom Tiberius had given that part of the country which 
his father Rhefcuporis had poflefTed, and much more with 
the government of Trebellienus Rufus, whom Tiberius had 
appointed guardian to the fons of Cotys» who were minors, 
openly revolted ; and, having committed dreadful ravage^ 
4 revolt l^cfieged Rhemetalces in the city of Philippopolis. But di- 
i« Thrati vifions arifing among them, Publius Velleius, whom fome 
fufpreffed. writers fuppofe td be the hiftorian Velleius Patercultas^ 
marching from the neighbouring province, where he cbm- 
manded, defeated, and obliged them^ without lofing a man, 
to abandon the fiege '. 
TA# Q^uU In the courfe of the fame year the Gauls, no longer aUe 
fiVoU^ to bear the heavy tributes with which they were loaded, 
and the cruelty and pride of their governors, attempted to 
ihake oflF the Roman yoke, excited by Julius Florus, a na- 
tive of Treves, and Julius Sacrovir, a leadingman amon^ 
the -flidui, that is, the people of Autun. The Andccari 
and Turonii, the inhabitants of Angers and Toms, fitft 
took up arms ; but the former were foon reduced by Aci- 
lius Aviola, at the head of a cohort drawn from the garri- 
fon of Lugdunum or Lyons, and the latter fubdued by the 
fame Aviola with a detachment fcnt him by Vifellius Varro, 
governor of Lower Germany. Julius Florus, having at- 
tempted in vain to feduce a body of horfc which had teen 
f raifcd by the Romans at Treves, took refuge in the forcftof 

Ardea, attended by a rabble of his own clients and fcl* 
lowers ; but finding all the pafles befet by Vifellius Vm» 
and Caius Silius, he was obliged to rifl: a battle witk his 
countryman Julius Indus, whom the Romans had detiphed 
with a chofen body of nien, being well acquainted with the 
Julius roads, and a declared enemy to Florus. Indus put him to 
Florus^ $nt flight at the firft onfet, and, purfuing him from place to 
pf the ring" place, reduced him to fuch difficulties, that, finding no 
the 'revolt ®^*^^' means to avoid falling into the hands of his implaca- 
is routed/ ^^^ enemy, he ruflied upon his own fword. By his death 
and dies the infurre£lion of Treves was quelled. But the revolt of 
hf his Qw/f the ^dui gave the Roman generals no fmall uncafineftf 
nan4. Sacrovir, the chief author of it, having raifed an army oi 

forty thoufand men, and feized Auguftodunum, or Autun, 
the capital of |be nation, where he found ^nd fecured all 
the young nobility pf Gaul, hoping by that meafure to en* 

% VqIT, Hift. tJ^t, lib, i. cap, t^, ' Tmt. Ann. h"b, iii. cap. ^h 39« 
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gage tfactr parents and relations in his intereft. A difpute 
which arofe between the two Roman generals relative to 
the conunand of the army, gave him time to prepare for a 
iTefolute. defence. At length Varro, who was old and in- 
firm, yielding to Silius, who was vigorous, and in the 
flower ot his age, the troops began their march, and, ad- 
vancing towards Auguftoduniim, were met by Sacrovir Sacrovir, 
twelve miles from that city. An engagement enfuing, the M^ author 
Gauls were routed with great Daughter. Sacrovir was ob- ^^j^^ ^*' 
liged to fly firft to Augijftodunum, and thence to a neigh- j„l^^*faml 
bouringtown, where he flew himfelf, and thofe who at- fnanner. 
tended him killed one another, after having fet fire to the 
place, by which it was reduced to aflies '. 

At the end of the year, Drufus falling fick, Caius Luto- (7. lutorius 
rius Prifcus, a Roman knight, thinking the difeafe would Prifcus « 
prove mortal, compofed a poem bewailing his death ; and tritd. 
out of vanity read it in the houfe of P. Petronius, in the 
prefence of Vitellia, mother-in-law to iPetronius, and other 
women of great diftinftion. As Rome fwarmed with in- 
formers, the poet was immediately accufed of treafon : all 
the ladies who had heard him were fummoned to appear 
agaiuft him, and frightened into a confeflaon, except Vi- 
tellia, who maintained to the laft, with great firmnefg, 
that fhe had heard nfcthing, s Greater credit being given to ^ 
thofe who depofed againft him, Hatertus Agrippa, who, 
as conful cleft, voted firft, declared, that in his opinion he 
ought to be puniflied with death. Lepidus was for con- 
demning him to perpetual banifliment, and confifcating his . 
eftate. Of all the confulars, Rubellius Blandus alone vot-» 
ing with Lepidus, and the reft with Agrippa, Prifcus was Qf^„jtf^„g4 
immediately put to death. To what a deplorable fta'te of andtxi- 
flavery Rome was already reduced ! Lutorius's real crime cuttd^ 
'was, it fecms, his having compofed a poem on the death 
of Germanicus, which had been fo well received, that Ti- 
berius could not help rewarding him for it ^ The emperor, 
who was ftill in Campania, behaved, on this occafion, with 
his ufual ambiguity ; for in a letter to the fenate, he com- 
mended their zeal in thus punifhing the flightcft injuries 
done to the p^rince ; but at the fame time, intreated them 
not to be fo hafty in punifhing words ; he praifed Lepidus, 
and blamed not Agrippa, His feeming to difapprove of 
this fudden execution gave rife to a famous decree of the 
fenate ; importing, that their orders fhould not be carried 

• Tacif. Ann. lib.Vii. cap. 40^47. 'Idem ibid. cap. 49. Dio, 
lib. ivii. p. 6x6, 617. 
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hishajlj to the treafai7(0), nor the condemned perfon extent^ 
execution in lefs than ten days. No criminal reaped any benefit 
gfws rife fj.Q^ jIj J3 ycfpitE in TibcrJus's r^ign, his cruel and rcr cnge» 
^^^ru^'^ ful temper being neveif foftened by time,.a» TaeitM judi. 
cioufly obferves "• 

« Ttcit. Annal. Kb. iii. cap. 51. Dip/lib. Ivii, p. 617. S'act, in Tib. 
cap. 7$ ^ 

(O) In the treafury were bliftied, feeing the accufcr may 

lodged the public Yegifters, and be deceived (4) ;'' and in Cal- 

thedecreesofthefenate, which, pumius Flaccus, who wrote 

till entered there, had neither long before Theoddfii|t^ time, 
the force nor uame of decrees. 



but were called tbe»ordert or 
authority of the fenatc, as is 
evident from Cicero, Dio^ Caf- 
fiua, and other ancient writers* 
This decree of the fenate, by 
>vhich it was provided, that no 
perfon condemned (hould be ex- 
ecuted till the tenth day after 
fentence pronounced, was ob- 
fcrved by Caligula, even with 
refpe£t to thofe whom he him<- 
felf fentcnced to death ( 1 ), and 
probably by all the fucceeding 
emperors to the time of Theo- 
donus the Great, who granted 
twenty days more to thofe who 
were condemned {z) either by 
the prince or by the fenate (3). 
This we find is the general opi- 
nion, an opinion well grounded, 
fince Tacitus, Dio Caffius, Sue- 
tonius, and Seneca, affirm, in 
exprefs terms, that Tiberius 
granted ten days refpite to cri* 
minals after fentence, and the 
more modern writers unani- 
moufly afcribe to Theodofius 
the thiny days reprieve. On 
the other hand we read in Quin- 
tilian, who flourifhed about this 
time, the following words ; 
** The law forbidding a crimi- 
pal to be executed, till afrer 
thirty days, was wifely eila» 



** L^t the puni(hroent of fln^ 
▼ifher be deferred t)iirtydaji 
($)J* Asthereianoiecoocil- 
lag teilimQnies (0 evidently op? 
pofite and c9|itrfdidQiy, m 
we have innun^erable inftasce^ 
of tranfcribers mi(la)dng aum^ 
hers, we fliall, with the mol 
judicious critics, impute to them 
the prefent diCagreement among 
authors. Perhaps, in tranfcrib- 
ing the declamations of Qain* 
tilian and Calpurtiius, inerafter 
Theodofius's time, they adspt* 
ed them to the lair which that 
emperor had ena£ked. Baromus 
pretends, that the ten dsyi le^ 
prieve extended to all crimioalsi 
by what judge foever condemn- 
ed ; and thence infers, that Pi? 
late tranfgreffed the law of \a$ 
prince, in caufin^ our Saviour 
to be crucified as loon as he had 
pronounced fentence againft 
htm (6). It is manifeft from 
Gothofredus, in his commeats 
upon theTheodofian code, that 
neither the decree of TibcriMf 
nor the law of Theodofiuai «- 
tended to the ma^ifirates io the 
provinces till the time of Nice- 
phorus Botoniates, who ordered 
all judges and ma^iftrates tQ 
conform to the lavs^ of Thcodo- 
Sus (7). 



(OS^necdeTranq.cap. 14. a. 351. 

(3) Sid, lib. i.Epitt. 7. . (4} QsjintiL Dccla- 



X> at pc^ni^ 
mat. 503. 
Annal- 34« 



(5) Calpur. Flap. Declamat. 15, 
(7) Cod, T4. torn. iii. p. 5^7, 



(?) In I Si Vifldi^n, 

' ' ' ' rtiL Dccla- 
(6) Baron, 
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The following year, Caius Sulpitiug C^lba and Beeimua 
Haterius Agrippa being confuls, Caius Bibuius, one of thd a&* 
4iic»» moved, th^t.fotne F^ftridions fliould be laid upon luxu- 
jjr ^whichy i^titf'ithflandtng th'e famptuary laws, uras grown 
taaoionftrousexceiflyvia the cxpence of entertainm^ents, in 
the. number of dottieilics, in the quantity of gold apd filver 
plate, pidures, ftatUQs^ and precious ftones. The motioti 
Ym& feqpndod by the other sediles, iif ho enlarged on the n)i& 
ehievous confeqnences of growing elri4: The fathers heard 
thlESna with pat^enCe, but referred the Virfaole matter to Tibe- 
rius ; a rcferenoe which occcafioned a letter from him to 
the cpn&ript fathers ; wherein, after commending the zeal 
ofthesBdiles, he owned, that the excefles they complained Tihrhn 
pf ^ve^uired tegulation ; ' that the prevailing evil ought to be '"^•A* '• 
cKecktdbjrthcfevereftlawsi butn«verthelef6,'if fuch laws Jj^^jjf®*. 
wrere ehadied, even thofc who now cenAire the profufe lux- ^^ Jc 
ufy of the times, would be the firft to qomplain that the luxury^ 
(iate was utterly undone, that fnares were laid for every no- 
ble and wealthy family, and that all men would become the 
pj^ey of informers. He hinted, that if any of the magif'* 
trates would undertake to put a (top to fd great an evil, he 
Ihould have both his praifes and thanks for eafing him of 
part of his burden ; but that as to himfelf, ht would not ^ 
take upon him that odious talk. The fenate^ upon reading 
the emperor's epiftie, ordered the sediles to proceed no far- 
ther in the bufinefs. Tiberius, by thus rejefling the project 
of reforming luxury, which would have proved an inex- 
hauftible fundof crimes^ impeachments, and confifcations, 
acquired the fincere applaufe of the nobility, with whofc 
wealth the accufers would not have failed to enrich them- 
lelves, had th,e emperor either enforced the old, or enadled 
new fumptuary laws ^« 

Soon after this ocgafion Tiberius wrote again to the fe- Drufus in- 
pate, defiring the tribunitial power for Drufus ; a requeft '^jfi^^y^^^^ 
which they granted with circumftances of the mod refined tial7omfr 
flattery : ftatues were' decreed to Tiberius and Drufus, altars 
were ere^ed to the gods, and arches raifed. M. Silanus 
moved, that for the future, not the names of the confuls, 
but of thofe who exercifed the tribunitial power, fhould bo 
prefixed to all public and private records ; Haterius Agrippa 
propofed, that the decrees of that day (hould be written in 
Ifttecd of gold, and hung up in the fenate* Drufus, wha 
^fira64hen }h Campania, probably wi^h his father, returned 
the fcnatc thanks for the tribunitial power, with which they 

w Tacit. Ann, lib. iii. cap, 5»— 5 jt 

bad 
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baH lovefted him ; but did Dot go td Rome to receive tbt 
honour ^ 

Serviua Matttgincnfis* who» as prteft of Jopiteri wmmI 
allowed to leave Italy, or even fleep one night outof Romei 
demanding the governnaent of Afia,. and his fnit being op« 

E>fed by Lentulus the augur, and othersV the afiair was 
ft to the decifion of Tiberius^ who, in his anfwer to die 
fenate» poftponing the pretenfions of the \ prieft of Jupkcfi 
^fihnhu moderated the honoQis which bad been decreed to Drafut 
moiUratis with the tribunitial power, and particularly cenfuiedthc 
'd^trtedlil* ^^^^ ^f ** golden letters, as co&traxy to the cuftom of 
Dfufm, Rome. As the liberty of inftituting fanfkuaries and prhri- 
*rhf •MS- leged places at pleafure, had long (ince prerailed among the 
hnofjwKr Greek cities, and filled their temples with fugitive flavcs, 
V|^J^ debtors, and criminals, Tiberias this- year referred to Ac 
-^ fenate the care of examining the privileges which thofe otiet 

. enjoyed, and the grants on which they were fonnded. The 
fenate and conftils, after having heard the Greek deputies, 
and carefully fearcbed into the validity. of their ferend 
claims, utterly fupprefled fome fanfiuaries, and either li- 
mited the extent, or abridged the privileges and immunities 
of others, ordering the decree they ena£ked.on this occafion 
to be engraved on brafs, and hung up in the temples of 
Greece r. Suetonius tells us, that Tiberius abfolutely ab(M 
lifhed all fan£luaries throughout the whole Rpman empire*. 
LmaU , Not long after this tranfo£lion Livia> being feizcd with 
a/fis///. a dangerous diftemper, Tiberius haftened to Rome ; for the 
Tthirius mother and fon cither ftill lived in perfeft amity, or artfully 
Tt^f ^^ difguifed their mutual hatred. The fenate decreed fuppli- 
cations to the gods, with the celebration oi the great Roman 
Injteanesnf games for her recovery ; and betrayed onthis occafion fuch 
tht y***^'^ a contemptible fpirit of fervitude, that Tiberius was alhamcd 
^?r// ofthi ^^ jj^^-j, ^jjg degeneracy, -and fcandalous fubmiffions *. The 
'^ ' next time the fenate met, Caius Silanus, proconful of Afia, 
Cxfius Cordus, proconful of Crete, and Lucius Ennius, a 
Roman knight, were accufed before them ; the two firftof 
robbing the public, and the other of treafon, for having 
ufed, as the current coin, a piece of filvcr, on which was 
engraved the efiigies of Tiberius. To the charge of rapine 
and extortion againft Silanus and Cordus, that none ofthejl 
friends and relations might dare plead for them in their 
trial, articles of treafon were fubjoinedi a fure.bar, fays 
Tacitus, to all afliftauce, and a feal upon their lipa* They 

« 1*acit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 56, 57. y Idem ibid. cap. 60— 6}i 

s $4ict. ii) Tib. cap. 37. a Tacit, ibi^. cap. ^ 
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mrcrc found guilty of maladminiftration and extortion, con- Cmus SiUh 
demned to perpetual banifhment, and their eftates declared, f^s and 
cdhfifcated: but Cneius Lentulus moving, that the eftatc . ^^' 
of Silanas, devolving to him from his mother Cornelia, who ^^^Lggj^ 
. was related to the Caefars, might be reifcred to his fon, Ti- 
berius afiented to the motion ; and even mitigated the ri- 
gour of the fentence which the fenate had pronounced 
againft him,' alleging, that the ifland of Gyarus, to which: 
they had confined him, was an inhofpitable place, and de- 
ftitute of inhabitants ; begging, that in favour of the Junian 
family, and in regard of his fifter Torquata, a Veftal of an 
unblemifhed charafter, they would banifli him to the ifland 
of Cythera. The fenators readily granted the requeft of the 
prince, who, by this afiefted (hew of clemency, endeavoured 
to cover the artifice and violence which he had. employed t<y 
deftroy the unhappy procbnful. 

The emperor pronounced the charge brought againft L. 
£nniu8 frivolous, and therefore would not allow him to be 
tried as a criminal. On this occafion, Ateius Capito, with TA^ mfm-- 
an afie^ied fpirit of liberty, exclaimed, thatthe'emperorin- tnou$flato 
trenched. upon the privileges of the fenate; thdt all inju- ^^^^ ^JCm* 
ries done to the prince were public crimes done to the com- ^' * 
nibnwealth, which it was the province of the fenate, charged ' 
with the care of there public, to revenge and reftrain, in oppo- 
fitioh to any one's private clemency and compaflion. Tibe- 
rius had reafon to cry aloud, as often as he went out of the 
fenate, *• O men prepared for bondage !" The infamy of 
Capito was the more fignal, as he debafed by it not only 
the dignity of the fenator, but his own pcrfonal accompliih- 
nients*»(P). Tlie condemnation of Silanus and'Cordus 
was followed by a religious debate, in what temple the ' 
ofiFcring fliould be placed, which the Roman knights had 
vowed to the Equeftrian Fortune for the recovery of Livia. , 
As there was no temple in Rome dedicated to Fortune un«i 
der that title, it was decreed, that the gift of the p . ^ -, 
knights fliould be prcfented at that of Antium* Religious «5^^' 
matters being now on the carpet, Tiberius, as pontifex ^gbarrid 
maximus, relumed the opinion which he had lately de- from the 
icTTtif touching the preterjfioqs of Servius Maluginenfis 5 go^vermemi 
I * oftkipn^ 

b Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap, 66—7 f . """"f^^* 

' (P) Atdus Capito was a roan above Antiftius Labeo, another 

of. extraordinary accompliih- civilian of equal knowlege and 

snents, and one of the moft abilities, but of an unblemifhed 

learned civilians of his age. character, and a probity which 

^uguilu^ honoured him early was proof againfiall temptations, 
wi^ the confuUbip to rgife him 

and 



^gii produced a ftatiitc of the pontifid »adc under An* 
guftus^ declaring^ that, when iho prieft of Jupiter vaii illp 
be might, with the confent of the pQ^tifex maximuQ, be nbri 
fern from the city two nights, except on day^ of public &. 
crifice> and never more than ^wice a year. This regub* 
tipn proved, that tl>e admioiftration of a pr^vmce^ vhicli 
9et)uired a year's abfence, was incompatible with the office of 
the fiaxnfn dialist or prieft of Jupiter <. So that the gq^r^riw 
ment of A^^t which Maluginenfis haddei^anded^was confer- 
r^d on the cQn^^lar wbowas next him in feniority, Abo«t thift 
Ume« ^milius Lepidus obtained peirmiflion of the fenateto 
repair and beautify^ at his own e^pence, the bafilic ( Q^ 
of Pavlns JLmilius. On the other hand, t|ie emperor m-* 
dertook to rebuild the theatre of Pompey, which had heea 
^nfumed by fire> none of that family bejng equal to fo 
great a charge ; and promifed that it (hould ftill be cajkd 
by the name of ita iliuftrious founder. Qn (bis occafim he 
eyp^tiated in praife of his favourite Sejaqus, to vbofe eare 
m^i vigilance, he faid, it was Qwjng, fha^ the fire bad dono 
no greater damage. The fervile fens(te, applauding tbe 
princess fpeech, decreed a ftatue to Sejanus^ to be pl$ieed 
in the theatre of Pompey ^ (R). 
T^sri- 'yi^jj yg3r Tacfarinas, quitting again the deferf^, to wbick 
«!Iti im-^ ^ ^^ ^^^ ^° ^^^^" driven, appeared unexpe^^ly in the 
^Jh 19 Tt- &nitful plains of Africa, at the head of a numerous zxmj% 
kirm^. Having comipitted every where dreadfyl devaftMioos^ he 
arrived to fuch a height of infolence, as to fend ambafladora 
to Tiberius, demanding a iettlement for himfelf aod bis 

c Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. c^p* 66— '7 1* * ibid. eap. 7a* 

( QJ\ Bafilicfrwcre originally Auguftus by Paulus ^miliuS. 

Ipacious balls, in which kings, who was conful in the year 01 

Ifom whom tfiefe buildings bor* Rome 730, and afterwards ceo* 

voired their name, adminiilered for(2); but being coolumed 

kiAice to their fubje£h. The by accidental fiire, it veas^ Kbuih 

"llouianf appropriated that name . twenty years after by another 

logreat halls, having two ranges iEmiUui (3). As it was at 

of pillars, and two win^with this time out of repair, Lef»4as 

^. galleries over them. Cicero aiked leave to Arengtben and 

ipeaks of the bafilic mentioned ycmbellifh it at his own ezpence. 

here (i), which, ?iccording to (R) We are tpld by Senecs 

him, was begun by ^milius (4), that upon the paffing of 

Paulus, then asdile, and after- this decree, Cremuttua Gordus 

wards cpnful with Caius Mar, cried out, ** Now is Pompey's 

eellus. It was fiaifhed under theatre utterly deftrogred.** 

(«) C"w. ad Attic, lib. iv. ejn, 17. (2) Dio^ lib. xlix. {3) Idem, 
lib. liv. ' (4} Senec. ad Martiaqi, cap,, ajk 
: .; army, 
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armff and throateiuag the emperor^ in cafe he did' Ae^ 
grmc Ki« requeft, with eternal Wfir« Our hifidrian telkasj 
tpat Tibcriiu npver difcoYered fo much indignation and re4 
fc^lment as on this ocaafion, not being able to bear^ thai a 
defeiter, a freebooter^ ihould have me arfogaitcc! to<>&i^ 
terms, as if he were an equal c^emjr* He tfaei^jGore. «if-F 
dered Junius BlsijiSf whom he contiiltled another year ifl( 
the, government of Africa^ to exert his utinH;)fteiFortfiagflinft( 
iCbbold and contemptible an enemy* Blefus drove Tabf»- lUhJ^ 
xinas every where Defoee him, and purfu<$d him into the de** trtffe^kf 
Ibrts, where he took bis brother prifoner i biK Tacferinai ^i^^\ 
had the good fortune -to make his efcape^ though the paflet 
were befet on all fid^s by the enemy : however^ as nloft of 
his forces were cut in piecesi and his bi^ether takeii, Tiber* 
ritts looked upon the war ^ copiiudedi .'and confirmed ta 
Blaefus the title of imperator, which his troops had cofft loAviiAp. 
ferred upon him. He was likewife honoured with the ^- ^^^f t^ 
figris W triumph^ Tfcerius declaring, that he thus difts^ JJ^ ^im^ 
guifhed him out of refp e£); to Sejanus, who was bis nephi^w. p^r^nur^ 
fil'the coiirfe of this ye^rdicd three perfonsof great dit jy^aths^f 
iih^imi;. Ateius Capito, the civiliiin ; Afmius Salonihus^ y^.x«r«/ 1(^ 
gtahdfoh 16 M. Agrlppa, half-brother to t)rufiis(S); and lu/lrkwM 
5ic celebrated Junia» niece to Gato of Utica, uterine fiftec p*^fi»** 
tQ Srutus^ an<i \(^(e to Caifiiiis* , She died fixty-four y^am 
aftfr the battle of' Philippic in w.hkh her hu^andioft hitf 
itfe* As (be was imoaienfely rich^ .hbc will made a igixat 
^fe; for flie iift legacies to alni^ ail the great mezi^of 
Borne, biU nothing to Tiberiusi who did not feem to refent 
in the leaft thi^'omiffion, but allowed her panegyric toi be 
pftooUnced in pubiic^ and her obfequies to be pei^fc^jTme^ 
with all the pbmp fuit^ble to her rank •. ' ' 

C, Afinius Gallus and C* Antiftius Vetus were the. fiic-j 
feeding confuls. During their adminiftrationj the famQU{| 
Sej^htts took the firft fleps towards the execution^ of thc| 
Uack deGgns he had. been long meditating* As this.pow-i 
f t£i4 and ambitions minifter will henceforth ad a principal 
tttrt in the^efent hitbry, we fliall premife a fuccin£ii aot The orip- 
CDlmt of his original, manners, and charaftefi copied frbni ^^^^ <^^^' 
the moft authentic writers of antiquity. L. JElius Sejamu^ "^^^p ^"f 
Wlisbortt at Vulfirtii in Hetruria, fon to SeiUs Sttabo, who, ^^^^^^^j 
ttit^Ugh commander of the praetorian guards under AuguflusJ 

^ e Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 75, 7*6. 

(S) Afinius Pollio, the fa- name Afinius Gallus, who i^r J 
mous orator and poet, one of ried Vipfania, the daughter of 
Auguftus's chief fevourites, and Agrip'pa, after Tiberius haddkj 
Vlrg;il% fattens, had a fon by voiced her to marry Julia, 

and 
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and in the beginning of HberiUs's reign, was but a private 
Roman knight ^ Junius Btaefus, who had commanded the 
legions in Pannonia, and lately fignalized himfelf againft 
Tacfarinas in Africa, was his maternal uncle. He had 
Other relations in great employments, and even brothers, 
who had been confuls > $ but thefe were perhaps of the iE* 
Kan family, into which Sejanus was probably adopted* In 
die beginning of this reign he was joined with his father 
in the command of the praetorian guards, and even then in 
high favour with the prince ; fo that no colleague was af- 
figned him in that important employment when his father 
was fent into Egypt) the government of which kingdom 
was, by the regulation of Auguftus, committed only to 

JriVate knights. In his early youth be was fufpeAed of 
aving abandoned himfelf to the lewd defiresof the famous 
Apicius (T). 



' Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. i. 
Aiterc. lib. ii. cap. 127. 



Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 6i6* 



a Veil 



(T) The ancients mention 
three of the fame name, all fa- 
mous epicures. The firfl lived 
in the times of the republic, and 
is fpokcn of bv Athenscus (5). 
The fecond, wno is mentioned 
by our hiilorian in this PJ^ee, 
Kved under Auguftus andTibe- 
fiui; and the third, as appears 
from Suidas, under Tngan. 
The fecond was the mod famous 
of all ifor gluttony ; for after be 
bad, by voluptuous eating and 
prinking, reduced his immenfe 
wealth to ten millions of fmall 
leilerces, he chofe rather to end 
bis life, than retrench the ufual 
expencesof his table, for which 
the remaining fum was not fuf- 
ficient. Tongues of peacocks 
and nightingales, and the. moil 
exquifue meatt that the foreds, 
feas, or rivers, produced, were 
his daily food (6). He is ilyled 
by Pliny, ** nepotum omnium 
altifEmus gurges ; the deeped 
and mod infatiable gulf of glut- 
tony that ever fwallowed an 



edate.'* Seneca, who was his 
contemporary, tells us, that he 
publidied a book of cookery, 
with which he infe6^ the age. 
he lived iti (7) j a treatife De Re 
Culinaria, tnatis, of cookery, 
was difcovered by Albanus Tb- 
rinus, in the ifland of Maguc* 
lonne,near Montpelier, in z 5 ag,' 
and printed at Bade twelvl: 
years after: another copy c^ 
the fame treatife had been ^« 
covered a hundred years before 
bv Enochus of Afcoli, under 
the pontificate of Nicolas V* 
To both thefe manufcripts was 
prefixed the name of M. Coc- 
lius Apicius ; but Voifiua is of 
opinion, thftt*tbis Apicius lived 
long after the famous epicure of 
that name, whofe books I)e 
Irritamentis Gulae, concerning 
provocatives for the palate* 
and De Jufcellis, concerning 
broths, are mentioned by Se* 
necca (8), Ifidpre of Seville (9), 
and the old fcholiad of Juvenal. 



(5) Athen. lib. iv. cap. 2Q. 
deConfol. ad Albin, 
de Orig. cap 4, 



(6) Idem. ibid. 
(8) Id«mi ibid. 



(7) 8enec 
(9} Ifid. lib. XX. 

Sejana 



^The Roman Hiftorf. 303 

SSejaims wiSi^artfid, infiniiating,.l>old, {lenetratitigi and 
ambitious^ He had gained fuch an afceadamcy over the 
ffdrit of TiberttDS^ that fae, who was to ail the reft of the 
worM nnpe];Mtrabl]r referved, difclofed to tins minifter his 
vhole foul witbo^ difguife. Theiambttibus farounte, fe&- Hi afpiru 
ing htmfelf, by tlwJifwtelgence of bMihafter, raifedabove «f' ^^«- 
hiscoadition^' entertained dkou^fats of foanng ftill higher. ^^^" 
He' was, iO) power and. anthorityvthe fecond man in the 
iboman ftate : but he "aimed at. nothing lefs than the fo- 
metgnty; towaida the attaining of. which, his fij^'Aef) Gawstkt' 
was to gain the. afi^diions of the praefeoriah guards, w^ afe^hn 
weie under hiai comihtiiid. Till hi& time they ha4 heeh <!f^/'^pr^^ 
.qQarieredall ovei^tficeity, and difjkrfed .about the' ncigiu- ?^^^ , 
bouring towns tand viilages : but Sejaxms, pretending,, that 
while they were thus fcattered, they lived loofe and d&« . 
baucfaed, and could not be eafily coUe£ted into one body oh 
^nyfiidden.einergency» obtained the emperor's ipermi$Qii, 
to a£Ennble them in ohe camp, where^ ire faid, kiiiitarf * 
di&ipiine wotddibetobferved with.morexxaflnefs ahdfeve- 
rity. . As fooasas the camp was fintfliedy he «made.it hik 
ftadf to gain the: favour of the common feidiers, by his af- 
fability and obliging behaviour : the tribunes and centun 
rlons were all chofen bf him ; and he took care to employ 
none but his own creatures and dependents. 

HaWng thus sttftched to his intereft this formidable corp% 
the flower, of ibe Roinan' forces, his next fcbeme waa to 

S'na/ilrong'partyin the fenate, which' was no difficult taik 
-ufavDunte, at whofetlifpofal were. both the pubUc mo-* 
<Bef).aQd.the public etoployments^fpr no fenator, hbwerer 
diftifi^iflied by his l^iib, or perfonal aceonlpliflimems, was 
employed, un^fs. ireeoomieiided by Sejanut K He is faid 
•to fajEfve intereftod.evbn the wives of. aU the men of quality 
in. Rome, by promifing to each in private that he would 
marry her whenever he.ihould have attained the fovereisn- 
ty. He did not evjpQ;Ui^gled the empcror'aireedmen, but 
^refuUyci4tivatedtheic£iend(hipand.at^hment. In diie 
mean time, Tiberius, inftead of curtailing the exorbitant 

Cwcr of ^id^.favourite, Wai everextollitig hii^ in his fpeeches, 
th to the fenateand people, as the iharcr of his bufdcns. 
He eveh fuffered. his ' effigies to be adored in all public 
places, and to appeiar among' the c'aglds of the legions.* j 
for they all carried the iigure of Sejanus m their colours^ 
except thofe that were then quartered in Syria, which rer 
fufed to follow the exa6iple.of the reft K 

■^ ^ Tacit* AnnaL rtb« iv. cap* at ^ Id«n\| ibid^ k Sue^ 

III Tib, cap. ^8, . 

But 
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Mr tki im- 
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Dru/MS, 



wife hi 
de^OMcAiu 
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' But diis mimfteffa U^figh of fldfin^ Umfclf to A^ ft^e- 
xeign power met With n&any obftniciiodst The impitriii 
family had a numerous iffue. The emperor's foti waia gtewn 
up) and hisgtandfeasy the childreh of GcroMoicus^ weie 
now of age. This confideration^ bchvttfet^ did not d^ter 
Scjanut from hkwicked purfuits } herefolved to clit oflFdie 
reigpihg family^ that none of the bkxkl of the Casfars mtglit 
traverfe his ambitious defign t but as* it was dangereas to 
€Vc& this all at ooce» he lefdlTed to dbftroy the whole nte 
by degrees, and to begin with Drufiis, who was eohtam- 
aDy complaining of his overgrown powsf (X7)» amd had 
lately, upon fome conteft, (hakenfaisfift at him, andeYen 
given him a blow on the face.^ Upon tiiisafihmt Sejamn, 
after baVing rerofared rations expedients to rid himfelf of 
fuch a rival, determined, at length, fo ap^y to his Wife 
Livia, the fitter of Gehnanicus. Having airft, by pretend- 
ing a vicdent paffion, induced her to comply with his cri- 
minal defines, he prevailed upon her afterwbrdSf without 
much difficulty, to concur with himin defttoying htv-hiiC- 
hitii. Thus toe niece of Auguftos, the daughteoin-lawof 
Tiberius, the mother of feveral children by Drufas,.dif- 
graced herfelf, her anceSftors, and her pofterity, with a vile 
^ttlterer \ and all to exchange her pi'efeht coildition^ which 
was both honourable and certain, for the hopes of one 
equally infamous and uncertain ( forfiejanus had prDitdfed 
to marry her upon* the death of her huftaod, and make her 
his partner in the empire. Eiidemus was made prii^ to the 
wicked defign, becaofe he, tis phyflcian to Livia, anderco- 
iour of his profeffion, was frequently with her in private 
and confequen^ly could advife and UmBt her^ without gii^ 
ing any offence. • Sejanus, to convince Livia^ of the fim»- 
fity of his intentlbn, as to the promifed marriage, and .tfaeie- 
hy encourage hefto d^fpatch herhufband, dhrotced his Wife 
%Api€ata. But' ftHl the atrocitv of the orifne alarmed Livia, 
and her ambkion cotdd not (mother, or get the better, ttf 
her remorfCk S^dnus, abandoned as He was, coiilil nofi^ 



(U) DrufusOomt^Mned, and 
indeed, with a great deal joCrea- 
fon, that while he, the cmj)cror*8 
fon, was in the flower of his age, 
another was called, as coadjutor 
to the government ; and even 
tteclared colleague in the em- 
pire, ** Sejanus (faid he) has 
alreadv formed a camp for the 
guards, that, thus united, they 
may, all at once, rcccire hisor«i 



ders ; the fpldiety dlipend e»* 
tireiy upon him \ his ilatae h 
fet up in the theatre of I^dropey ; 
in his grand-children th^^lood 
of the Drufi will be mij^ wim 
that (of Sejanus : What notv t€» 
mains but to fee him invefied 
with th^ fovetelgn pow^f, while 
the emperor's fon is excluded 
from any ihare in the admini(- 
tration?'* 

without 
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^tlioiit hbrfor, think of imbruing his hands in the blood 
bf thfe emperor's foh ; and thefe fcruples produced caution, 
delays, and great diftraCfcion in their counfels '. . 

In the meari time Drufus, the fecond fon of Germanicus, 
affuming the toga Virilis, had the fame honours decreed him 
by the fenate which had been conferred on his elder brother 
Nero. On this occafiori Tiberius made a fpeech iri com- 
mendation of the youth, sliid like wife of his fon Drufus, oh . 
account of the kindnefs he fliewed to his brother's children. 
This riifed frefh jealoufy in Sejahus, whd, judging it time ff^ caufis 
to haften the execution of his wicked defign, otdered Eu- Drufuno 
demus to j^repare a flow-working poifOn, that the death of bipoifoned. 
the young prince might be afcribefd to a dafual difeafc The 
fatal potion was adminiftered to Drufus by Lygdus the eu- 
nuch, one of. his freedmen ; and the prince fallihg into ^ 
lingering diftemper, pined ^way and died'®. 

Tiberius, during the whole time of his fon^s illnefs, ap'- Yr. of Fh 
peared altogether unconcerned; nay, after his death, when a37». 
his coi^pfe lay yet unburied, he went to the fenate; and, ^* P' *^* 
finding the confuls had left their curille chaifs, and placed ^^'* 

themfelves, in token of their grief, on a cfommoh feat, -he Tiberius 
put them in mind of their dignity and ftatiort : atid the fe- fieiAJs na 
tiate burfting into tears, he fmothef^d his own fof row, and conctm for 
comforted them in a fpeech delivered Without the lead he- tj^f^^'^ff^of 
fitation. He told the fathers, that he was apprifed he might /JJ/a'^*^^^ 
be cenfured for appearing among them while his grief was to tkeft'^ 
yet frefh, when few, in the firft tranfports of their forrow, note. 
could endure everi the confoling fpeechcs of their relation^, 
or behold the day. Though thofe who thus indulged their 
grief, were not, he faid, to be condemned of weaknefs, 
yet he had fought for more powerful comforts, fuch as arofe 
from purfuing the welfare of the republic. He then la- 
mented the prefent condition of the imperial family, the 
extreme age of his mother, the tender years of his grand- 
fons, and his oWn life in its decline ; and begged, that the 
fons of Germanicus, who alone could leflen the prefent 
misfortunes, might be introduced. ^ 

In confequencc of this defire, the confuls wept for them j 
and, bringing in the two youths, Nero and Drufus, pre- 
fented them to the emperor, who, taking them by the hand, 
addreflTed the fenate thus i " Confcript fathers, thefe fa- tit reciWh 
therlefs children I commended to their uncle ; and befought w'^^-f ^« 
him, though he had iflue of his own, to bring them up, and ^J!'^ Iq 
cherilh them no otherwife than if they Were immediately ^nicusT* 
defccnded from his own loins. Drufus being fnatched 

J Tacit. Ann, lib, iv, cap. 3. « Ibid. lib. iv. cap, i-*i«. 
Vol. XIL X from 
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from usy I addrefs my prayers to you i and, in the pre&Mi 

of the gods and our country, conjure you to receive int<} 

your proteflioa, and take under your tuition, the great 

grand-children of Auguftus, defcended from moll illwArious 

aaceftors \ fulfil yoar own duty towards them, fulfil vpim*^ 

Then turning to the youths, he exhorted tfaemto look upon 

the fenate as their parents. This difconrie was re^eivd 

with great fatisfaflion, and drew tears from the ey ^ of all 

ffdnours pre{ent °. Before the fenate broke up, they decreed the 

dgcrei4 to fame honours to the memory of Drufus which they had 

Dritfus, before decreed to that of Germaoicus, adding maiay othes 

fits ohfc to them, agreeable to the genius of flattery. The ob^^ies 

q^eS' were performed with the utmoft pomp, and the funecal 

pjroceffion diftinguilhed with a long train of ioiages, rc|M«- 

lenting iEneas, the fuppofed father of the Juliaa familfi 

all the kings of Alba, Romulus founder of Rome, ?U tbe 

heroes of the Claudian race, with Appius Claufus, the firft 

of that family 9 who came to Rome at the head of tbem. 

Tiberius bimfelf pronounced the panegyric of his foR, the 

people and fenate afiuming the outward appearance of 

mourners, but rejoicing in their hearts to fee the houieof 

Germanicus brought nearer the throne. Befuks, DrufttS 

was generally hated, as being cruel, paiHonate, a4diAe<ltt) 

drinking, and all manner of debauchery* However, he 

lived in a friendly manner with Germanicus, anid, after his 

death, (hewed himielf kind, at leaft not ilMilppfedy to- 

his 4ff' wards his children. He left behind hijvi two fonSf ^ 

J^ring. Qf ^om did not long furvive him; the other, aawrf 

Tiberius Nero Gemellus, lived to the reign of CaiiUf ^ 

' whom he was put to death. Tiberius, if we m^y givccf^ 

dit to Suetonius % defpifed them both, being do»btftl 

whethex they were xeally the fons of Drufus. When ^ 

funeral ceremonies wer« over, Tiberius refumed his |iW 

employn^ents ; prohibited any farther vacation i and to the 

ambaffadors of the Ilienfes or Trojans, who, rather too la^ 

in their compliments of condolence, anfwe*:ed,'by wayof 

raillery, as if the memory of his lofs had been entirely ef* 

faced, that h&, in his turn, condoled with thmi ff^ bsTing 

loft fo brave and eminent a citizen as He£ior. 

Sefanus at- Sejanus, when he perceived the death of Df u(4wp»6 »n- 

/mj/i to revenged, encouraged with the fuccefs of his firft attempJi 

g^Zmi' began to meditate how be might deftfoy the fc»8 of C^ 

oMdhtr * manicus, whofe fucceffion to the ea^ir-e was now ifldiftjp^' 

dtUdnn. able : but ^s he could not accomplifii his deteftable defig^^ 

» Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 8. Suet, lib. iii, cap. 5*. DiO;^ib.lTii' 
• Suet, in Tib. cap. 6». 
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\rf ^ifim, on accmint jof rht ^reat vigUa];K;e of dietr Aiotker 
Agrippina, and the d ill inprui (lied fidelity of their ^oiremorc, 
hiB was oUigedto attack them anocb€f way. Me roufet) the 
old hati^ed £ivia.borc to Agrippina, »ndi>yfh&r oneans >ratfed 
Cvfpidlons againft :hcr and her children in«rhe mind of rbc 
emperor. His wicked counfels had the defined cffbjft ; Cor • 
having by a thoufsund calumnies atid faiife isi(inaations ren- 
dered Livia, iJirho was naturally greedy of power, in>ecoil- 
cUeable to the widow -of her grandibn, he compafied, by 
hex means, the ruin of that unhappy family. 

In the mean time Tiberius attended the adminiftration of 
luflice at Rome, and difpatched the {petitions from the pro- 
vinces. At his dcfire the cities of Cityra in Afia, and 
jS^jxz in Achaia,both pverthrown -by an earthquake, 'WerCi 
by a decree of the fenate, eafed of tribute for ^hree years, 
Vibius Sei:enus, proconftd of FarthcrSpirin, or Baetica, be- ^'Wwte 
ing accufed of governing his province in a violent and arbi- ''^''^» 
trary manncj*, wascondanned and banifhed totheifland of dtmned^ 
.Amorjos : bnt'Carfius Sacerdos and Ca^us Gracchus (W), 
jbeing charged with fupplying Tacfarinas with corn, were 
both acquittod **. This year, at length, after many com- 
plaints fvom the prKtofs, which b»d proved inefieftual, 
Tiberius, who had before laid the players under various re- 
(IraintSi, and curtailed their wages, reprefeiited to thcfenat-e, 
that they had, on many occafions^ raiied tumu'ks, and 4iff- 
turbed the public tranquility ; that they pronnoted debau- 
chery in private fa^milies ; and that the obfcenities of the 
Ofcanfarpe, the fame with the Abellana, were grown to 
fuch jexoefs, that it required the authority of the fathers to Stage* 
eheck them. Upon thefe complaints from the emperor, the P^^y^^* 
{layers were all driven out of Rome and Italy 9, and for- Sj^^J 
bidden, if we beliewe Dio Cai&us % to a£t in any place what- 
ever of the Roman dominions. The fame year died one 

P Suet, in Tib. cap. ij. *i Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. cap. 14. 

Suet. In Tib. cap. 37. ' Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 617. 

(W) Caius Gracchus was fon de&itute oi Uberal education; 

to Scmpronius Gracchus, who, and afterwards fupported him- 

on account of his amours with felf by traffic between Africa 

Julia, had been banifhed by and Sicily. But notwithftand- 

Auguftus into the ifland of Cer- ing the low condition to which 

cina, and afterwards afTaflinated he was reduced, the fplendor 

there by Tiberius*s order, of his illuftrious femily would 

Whenfiefirft left Italy he cook have occafioned 'his ruin, had 

his fon Caius, then veiy young, not iElius Lamfa, and Lucius 

AloDgTwith him, as a compaiiioa Apronius, foccedirely procon- 

in his exile. Caius grew up fuls of Africa, cleared him from 

there among fugitives, and men the odo^s iaid to ihU •charge. 
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of Drufus's twinsy for whofe death the emperor was greadf 
coneerned. 

At the fame time Lucilius Capito, the emperor's procura* 
tor in Afia, being accufed bjr the province, Tiberius proteft- 
ed, that Lucilius had no authority from him but over his 
Haves ; that he had onlj impowered him to colled his do- 
meftic rents : and therefore« if he had ufurped the autho- 
rity of a praetor, or employed military force, he had tranf- 
greflbd his orders. Hereupon the fenate, after hearing the 
allegations of the province, found him guilty, and he was 
condemned* The cities of Afia were fo pleafed with the 
moderation Tiberius (hewed on thisoccaGon, and the feve- 
rity with which he had proceeded the year before agaiaft 
Caius Silanus, accofed of cruelty and extortion, that they 
decreed a temple to him, to his mother, and to the fenate; 
gnd it was accordingly built at Smyrna *« Towards the end 
of this year, Servius Maiuginenfis dying, his fon was ap- 
pointed fiamendialis, or pried of Jupiter, in his room, and 
Cornelia chofen fuperior of the Veftals, in the place of 
Scantia, likewife deceafed. To Cornelia a prefent of two 
thoufand great fefterces was decreed, and a privilege granted 
to Livia of fitting among the Veftals in the theatre ^ 

In the following year, Sergius Cornelius Cethegus and 
L. Vifellius Varro being confuls, the pontiffs, and after 
their example the other priefts, making vows for the prof- 
parity of the emperor, commended, at the fame time, Nero 
and Dru(us to the gods ; a circumftance which greatlypro- 
voked Tiberius, who, fending for the pontiffs, examined 
them whether they had paid that compliment to the intrea* 
ties or menaces of Agrippina* The pontiffs denied they had 
been influenced by either: neverthelefs, the emperor re- 
buked them for putting youths upon the level with a man 
of his years s and afterwards, in a fpeecfa to the fenate, ex- 
horted the fathers to take care for the future not to inflate 
the pride of the young men with untimely honours. Seja- 
nus, ever intent on improving all opportunities of inflaming 
Tiberius againft Agrippina, feizcd this occafion toinfinuate, 
that Rome was rent into fadions ; that already fome had 
the boldnefs to declare themfelves openly the partifans of 
Agrippina ; and that there was no other remedy againft the 
prevailing fpirit of fa£lion but the cutting off, under other 
; pretences, one or two of the mod daring and powerful It 
wa5, therefore, by the emperor, thought expedient, that the 
, fuppofcd rifing fadion ihould be immediately fupprcffcd, by 
tiit utter ruin of ail the friends of the houfe 6f Germanicus. 



.*Di9, libu Ivu, p, 607. 
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The chief among thefe were CaiosSilius andTitins Sabi- Caitts Si* 
luis. Other confideratipns^ befides the fiiendfhip of Ger- ''«^ *^' 
raanicus, concurred to rum Siiius. He had commanded ^*A^* 
for fevcn years a powerful army, and been diftinguiAied 
with the enfigns of triumph for his exploits in Germany ; 
he had routed Sacrovir, and fuppreiTed the revolt in Gaol ; 
but by boafting of his fervices, and publicly aiTerting, that 
he had fecured the fovereign authority to Tiberius, by keep- 
ing his foldiers in their fidelity, when the other legions in • 
Germany revolted, he had incurred the difpeafure of the 
emperor, who was glad of any favourable opportunity to 
get rid of the perfon who had rendered him fuch important 
fervices. So that his chief offence was too much fervice 
dojne to Tiberius : thence that refined obfervation of Ta- 
citus, that benefits are fofar acceptable as it feems poffiblc 
to requite them, but when once they have exceeded all re- 
vrard, hatred is returned for gratitude. His wife too> Sofia 
Qalla, contributed to his ruin by her friendfliip and inti^ 
macy with Agrippina. Both Tiberius and Sejanus thought 
it advifeable to have Siiius and his wife arraigned firft, 
and delay, for a time, the trial of Sabinus. Accordingly 
the fenate was fummoned, and Siiius accufed by Varro, the 
conful, of having maintained a correfpondetice with the au- 
thors of the revolt in Gaul, and difhonoured his vidory 
with cruel extortions. The behaviour of his wife, and hpr 
:ivarice, were likewife urged as crimes in him. Siiius made 
no defence, being well convinced it would be to no pur- 
pofe : he only dropped fome' words, to ihew by whofe ma- 
lice he was opprefled. They were Both declared guilty of 
treafon ; for under that article the whole charge was brought 
againft them. Siiius prevented his condemnation by a vo- Prrvni§ 
Funtary death ; yet his eftate was confifcated, contrary to ^€m- 
the conftaht cuftom of Auguftus, who bcftowcd on the ^^""*^^L 
children of the condemned the eftates of fuch as died be- J^ death. 
fore fentence, whether their death was natural or voluntary. 

Calpurnius Pifo was tried next, and charged by Quintus Cmi^mrmims 
Granius yjith treafonable words, privately uttered againft P^fifritd. 
the emperor. To this charge the accufer added, that Pifo 
kept poifon in his houfe, and came into the fenate, armed 
with a dagger. The latter arricle feemed inci'edible, and 
therefore was dropped ; but for other crimes, of which he 
was no lefs falfely accufed, he was put upon his defence 5 
but hils condemnation was avoided by a natural death (X). 

Then 

(X) L. Calpurnius Pifo was ened, as we have rdatcd abo^ve^ 
one of the boldeft men at that to quit Rome, and to retire into 
time in Rome, axul had thj?eat- fome diibnt corner of the earth, 
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Then complaints were made of Caflna Severas^ irbo^ 
though formerly confined to the ifland of Crete for Bis pe- 
tulant and fatirical writings, yet oontinfued, e^n in his 
eatle^ his former prafticea^ defaming the moftlikiftrioa» 
perfons in- Rome. He wasf therelore deprived of his^ eftaDOe, 
andbcmiihed into the imho^itabie ifbnd of ScDiphos ^ (Y^. 
This y^ar an end was put to dbe war with Tacfarinae tne 
NumkNaiiy who was mterly pauced aird killed by P. Dol^ 
bell;^,. proconfuj of Mrica, with the afiiftance oi PtkDrlenfy, 
who had fucceeded Hi«s jaroher Juba in the hingdisfii of Mao^ 
ricania. The procon(ini ctaymeif the enfigns of tmumph for 
bis vidmy, which had been granted to three others ; but 
Tiberius refufed him rhat mai^k of diftindrion, in ccEmplr- 
ment to SejannK, that the fam« of his* untie Biflerfus m^t 
not be thereby ecUpfed. Dolaiballa)^ on hiis^remm tx> Rome, 
brought with hrnt ntan^ eapti>«9 of emiuencey amoivg whom 
was the fon of Tacfarinosr ^ and was astenxied by ambaffla**' 
d<ftnt (roth the Oarantamtes^ a' people of thr Inner Lybia, 

t Tacit.. AnaaU lib. iv, cap. i^ i3».i>7i x»i zu , 



where he might be free from 
the mercflefs purfuiis of ftte in- 
formers*. He a^erwards) in dc- 
flancfe of ttte power of Litia, 
pfofecuted hef hitourite' Urgjit- 
kuila, aBd< could- noif be prevailr 
ed uponjK) drop the profecocioa, 
though ihe iiad taken iati6luiK-y 
k> the cmpeior's palace, Tibe- 
luus dillernbled his difpleafure at 
thefe freedoms ; but, though he 
often fuppreffed his refcntment, 
yet deep impreflions remained 
hi his* unforgiving foul. 

(Y> About this rime, Plau- 
tiu» Silvanutf, prsetor, killed hw 
wife Aproniti, by thtowing H^f 
Iicadlong out ^i one of tfce vvittK 
down's ot^ his^ apartment, fietag 
(tarried by Aproniu€,.hi6 father- 
In-law bctbre the emperor, he 
pretended, that, while he was 
afleep, his wife had been the 
OGcaficm of her own death* Up* 
On t^i's anfwer, Tiberius batten- 
ed tcT Silvanus's chamber ; and, 
#fldin^cherc evident maris ot 



his violence, and his wife's 
ffruggling, he iftade his repoa 
to the fenate, who immediately 
a)>pointed judjges torry the pr«* 
tdv. In the mean wwie, hi^ 
grandmother Orguhma,. tchtf^ 
Vi we hare oblcrved above, wa> 
one of Livia's chief fav^urites;^ 
fiading (he could not,- vmh all 
her intereft, lave the life of her 
grandfon, fent'hira, by the ad- 
vice of Tiberius,, as was fup- 
pofed, a dagger, which was ta- 
dfly adviling him to prevent his 
impending condemnation by a 
voluntary death. The cHmrntal^ 
htid nor courage' enough- to make 
ufe of the dagger ; but, oaufin^ 
his veins to be opened, bied m 
deaths After his death, hitf 
former wife Numantiki, whom 
he had divorced to marry A* 
pronifl, was ape ufed of havings 
by charms and potions, difor- 
dered the under ftanding of her 
hufhand ; but was acquitted ( i}. 



(0 Tacit. Ann. Hb* i«. eti^Ti^ 
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wfloi bdngfffghteiiedfby the de^di df Tatfaritttd, w&otn 
they hdJ aflSfted, thoifght it afdtife^He to appcafc the re- 
fefrtmettf of the R<Wa« ptf<!)ple. Tfo Ptokmy king of Mau- 
rframafj '^^htf Bad bofrtfc i great lli«re in thti war, was <fit 
p'atc&ed a ftttatcff, trtth an ivdfy ft^ff* ^nd an cmbroid^te'* 
robe ; prefentsf whicft fBe Roman pcoj^c tded to fcrrf, ?n 
aitcfent rhties, to king^, ij^ho were tbcir friends and confe- 
derates ^ The fante year, one Titus Gurtifiu«, formerly a Afervih 
foMfer of the prfctoiian guards, fowed the feeds of a fervile warfup- 
war, ittvitJng, by declarations publicly hung up, all flaveS f^^ff^^^^^ 
to reftitne f^r liberty. This tumtlt was fuppreffcd juft ad ^'^ '^'^'' 
it was brealrfrtg out^ the lead'er himfelf, and the moft refo- 
lute of his partifans, berng forprlfed and dragged to Home, 
whieh was ^heady in great eoiiAemation, on ^ccotmt of 
the itotnenfe nnttihcr of dbmcftic daiTes ♦. 

During tfe fanie confulate^ Jlwxre faw an example of riW«/^/- 
horror, atrd unnafutal cruelty, which alone is fufficient to rmm ae- 
render the rergnt and memory of ITberius execrable to the ^^P.^'^ 
hteft pofterity. Vibius Sercrfus, proconful of the Farther ^*^/**' 
Spain, was condemned, as we have already related, for 
arbitrary afdmtniflrarion, and batiHhed to the ifiaiid! of 
Affiorgo^ : htif now that uttBsmpy father was dragged from 
Ae place of hrs exile to a frem trial, being acctffed by his 
fon of treafbnable pra£Mce^ againft the majefly of the em- 
peror; The father appeared before the fenate, bound in 
chains, with a dejefled countenance, and in the difmal 
habit of a criminal, while the fon, in the gayeft attire, as 
if he intended to in fulr natulre itfeif, alleged a prlot frame(f 
by hrs father againfl: the emperor, accufing him, at the 
feme time, of having fent confpirators into Gad, to ex- 
cite that peojde to rcbelRom He Kkewife charged Cxcilins 
CornutuS) formerly praetor^ with having fupplied the con- 
fpirators with money. Comutus, though innocent, no fooner 
hear J himfellf accufed, thfan looking upon his accufation 
only as a figna) of deftnydiion, kilted hnnfelf : but Serenus» 
taming fo-fl upon his fon, and fhaking his chains^, begge<t 
of the gods, with tears iti his eyes, tha{ they would reftore! 
him to the place of his exile, where he might pafs his days, 
far from fuch obj^efts. of horror ; and that they would one 
day take jult vengeance of fuch a cruel and unnatural fon. 
He^, then urged» that Comutus was innocent, and only 
fAghtened with a faJfe accufation. He challenged his foa 
to produce other witnefiea^ and name other ^ confederates^ 
fince it was not pr^^bnble, tfaat> with one accomplice only» 
he ihould have conceived the defign of mordering the 

. * Tacit. Anit, Hb. iv. cap. as—aj. * Idem ibid. cap. a?* 
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prince> and introducing a change in the government. The 
accufer then named Cneius Lentulus, and Seius Tuhero, 
both men of the firft rank in Rome, and Tiberius's inti- 
mate friends. BefideS) Lentulus was extremely old^ an4 
Tubero broken with infirmities, infomuch that Tiberias 
himfelf was confounded at hearing them named * (Z). Tut 
hero was difchargcd, but the flaves of the pretended crimir 
nal were examined upon the rack; and their teftimony 
proyed favourable to their mafter. The populace, prb- 
voked at fuch fcandalous proceedings, began to threaten 
the unnatural fon with^ the puniihments infli£led by the 
laws on parricides ; menaces which fo terrified him, that 
he fled privately from Rome, and withdrew to ]^avenna. 
Tiberius, ftill remembering fome free cfpreffions, whicl^ 
Serenus had ufed, in a letter written 'to him eight years 
before, and not difguifing his old hatred, obliged the fon 
to return, and purfue the a6^ion begun againft his father. 
Nothing could be proved againft him -, notwithftanding 
the votes being taken, he was fentencpd tp death as s^ 
traitor (A). 

In the courfe of the faipe year were accufed, and con- 
vi£led, Caius Cominius, a Rom^n knight, Publius Silius, 
formerly qugeftpr to Germanicus, and Catus Firmius, a 
fenator. Cominius had written ^ fcurrjlous poem againft 
the emperor, who ncverthelefs pardoned him, at the in- 
treaties of his brother, who wa§ a fenator. Silius, being 
convidcd of taking a bribe, in an affair which he was to 
decide as a judge, was by the fenate only condemned to be 
expelled Italy. But this fentence appearing too mild to the 
emperor, he caufed him to be baniflied into an ifland, after 
having declared upon oath, that he confiilted therein the 

» Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 19. 



(Z) Die CafHus tells us, that 
Lentulus, finding himfelf, aged 
as he was, charged with medi- 
tating the murder of the prince, 
and a change of ilate, broke in- 
to a loud laugh ; and that the 
emperor inflantly acquitted him, 
faying, *' I do not deferve to 
live, if I am hated even by 
Lentulus." 

(A) Tiberius, to mitigate 
the odium accruing to him 
from fuch a glaring piece of 



injuftice, granted him his life. 
Hereupon Aiinius Gallus wa^ 
for confining him to the ifland 
of Gyarus, or to that of Do- 
nufa This motion was diflik- 
ed by the emperor, becaufe 
both thefe iflands were deftitute 
of water : and to whom life is 
granted, (aid he, the neceffaries 
of life ought likcwife to be 
granted. Serenus was therefore 
remanded to Amorgos (i). 



(1) Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. ^8, jo. 
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welfare of the republic This fcyeritjr, which was then 
feverely cenfured, turned ojit afterwards to the emperor's 
praife ; for Silius, returning to Rome in the reign of 
Claudius^ proved aii. abandoned mercenary, and one of the 
mod execrable minifters of that inhuman tyrant: a proof 
of Tiberius's deep penetration, and thorough knowlege of 
mankind ; a knowlege in which he has been equalled by 
few, and excelled by none. Catus Firmius was likewife. 
fentenced to leave Italy, for forging crihies of treafon 
againft his fifter: but, as he had been inftrumcntal in pro- 
curing the deftruftion of Libo Drufus, by firft malicioufly 
feducing, and afterwards informing againft him, Tiberius, 
mindful of this fervice, but pretending other motives, faved 
hiin from bani{hment, but did not oppofe his being expell- 
ed the fenate y. 

Tacitus begins the following year, when Coflus Corne- Cnmutiiu 
lius Lentulus, and M. Afinius Agrippa were confuls, with Corpus ar- 
an account of the arraignment and noble defence of Cre- ^^^^^' 
mutius Cordus, a celebrated hiftorian, who was accufed of 
baying praifed BrutuS| in the annals he had publifhed, and 
(iyied CafTius the laft of the Romans ; which was the eulo- 
gium beftowed upon hiqa by Brutus himfelf. His accufeis 
yrere Satrius Secundus, and Pinarius Natta, both creatures 
pf Sejanus ^ ^ circumftance which he regarding as a fignal 
of his deftruAipn, and befides obferving great fternnefs and . 
indignation in the countenance of Tiberius, abandoned all 
•hopes of life ; he fpoke in his own defence with the fpirit, 
and Jij the ftyle, of a true Roman (B) ; and then withdraw- 
ing 
y Tapit. Anpal. Hb. iy. cap. 31. 

(B) *^ A8tofa6b, conicript this, in the leaft, prejudice 

fathers (faid he), I am fo fiee their fnendihip. He no where 

from guilt, that words only are calls Scijpio Airicanus, nor even 

produced againft me* But nei- this Caifias, this Brutus, thieves 

thet were my words uttered and parricides, as they are now 

againfl: the prince, or his father, commonly termed, but often < 

who are the only perfons com- mentions them as worthy and 

prifed under the law of treafon* famous men. The writings of 

I am charged with having praif* Afinius Pollio have conveyed 

ed Brutus ^nd Cailius ; men down to us the memory of the 

whofe exploits many have dif* fame men, under honourable 

played, and all in honourable characters. MefTala Corvinus 

terms. Titus Livius, one of was proud of having had Caf- 

our moft famous writers, both (ius for his general ; and, for all 

for eloquence and veracity, be- this, both thefc writers flourifh- 

ilowed fuch high encomiums ed, in wealth and honours, un* 

upon Pompey, that Augullus der Auguftus. M. Cicero ex* 

ily led him a Pompeian i nor did tolled Cato to the ikies 1 and, 

never- 
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trig from the fenate, ftarved Bimfelf fo de^h. The fathiprt 
condemned hi& books to be burnt by the aedilcs* This whole 

year 



iiBV€r«httIer», Csefar the difiator 
Contenied hioifeif with anfwer* 
ii)g ie in the fame fiyle, as U* he 
h£A been before his Judges.* 
The letters of Marc Antony, 
the Ij^eches of BVutu^, are full 
of reproaches again ft Auguitus ; 
falfe, indeed, aAd grbundlefs, 
bur urged with great hifttirftefs. 
The poems o# Rbaeuki» and! 
Cacullus, though illtsd^^ith Uh 
tirical and virulent refle«5lion» 
upon the Catiarly arfc iliH read. 
The deified J^ulkie, the de>i[ed 
AugnftuSy^bore tbefe invedfves; 
whether with greater moderar- 
tton OS wifdoni^ f cannot eafily 
fay ; for things of that nature, 
it negle(!ledyare but {hoit-rived, 
whereas they argUe, Whew re- 
ifented, a- gttiky conftrcnce'. I 
l^&ear menttotting ^t Greeks, 
^m^rig urhom-ndt^ otUy the fpee« 
dony, but even the lieemiouf- 
nefs of fpeech is- unpunifkcd ;. 
ory if any corr^£tioa< is rtethirn- 
«d, it is only by revenging 
^ords with words. It has been 
ever allowed, and at no tirtie 
fhougbc mattm' of reproach, to 
pa& our judgment nfBtn thofe 
wkoinr death has eatfempted from 
hatred aad favonr. Do I,, vrith 
feddrtioua hairanguesy iofiame the 
people to> civil wars, or exhort 
#hem to join Gaffios and B<PutU6 
iu>w m arms, attd roafter»of the 
Itelds of Philippic I Bifueus and 
CilliBs, now above fevewty years 
dain-, »re AHl known m ^i# 
ftatuesv which tfven tiir eoil"* 
^ueiior did not d&fttejFi why 
thear may not an hiftori&w pre- 
fcrvc their memories i4l his 
wncio^ ? Impartial po^rity 
does every one juftictc^ and, 
if my death is de(iernitned,.the«c 



will not be wantitig feme, wlw 
will Bot wAy fMoiain thte me* 
mory of Brutus add Caftus, bu( 
mine alfo." Notwitbfianding 
this {pirhed defence, the hiflo-^ 
rian, not doubting but he woulct 
have been condemned by the 
fervite fenate, feturncd horne^ 
and ended hiB" Itfe by abfiSueiicc, 
What Cb«ld\» ftys here of tiw 
fiavues of CaiiBus ai»d Bru«usy itf 
confirmed by other wrken^ 
nanmely by* PkManch,. whatiblls 
us, that Augufius' took- caie^ 
that all the l^Cttrs* which had 
been paid to the two heads of 
the republica« party in theiv 
^fife^tinte, (hould be jreferved 
inviorable to them atter fheif 
death ; and i-el^^s', to thitf fmr* 
pofe-, ^tt fo'flcfcrii% fltoty : as 
AagufliW WW jaififtg tSifOugll 
the ekf dl M^fo^num , vk On 
lypitie GflKit, he bbferted ai fta^ 
toe of firntus, which' was- of 
eicelleftt workraanftipy and 
ftrongly refembled the original. 
Upon this he paufed ; and, in 
the pfefence of many who at- 
veatM Urov calicx^ the itMgif^ 
tratesibe£iMre hiitiv indi feoldftbeai^ 
riiat their town had brdloea tiie 
kragus,. an^ honoured one of 
hi9 enemies. At firf^, the id»« 
gi^aces demed- the fa^y and^ 
not knowing what he aifloed at, 
ibrod upOR^ on6 aviotber,. as 
men under akir inesopreffible fur- 
prrze. Thcrt Aaguftas, j^int* 
ing OP tfte ftatue, a&ed then 
witbr at A'owni, ^* is not t&oc my 
eaemy, whom yow- have reccir- 
Od into* the very heart o^ your 
city ? '* At thcfc words, the 
magiidrates, ^fl^ mone' aftooiib • 
edv weT'C ikouk dum^, Where^ 
upon Augu&us^ finilong, con*- 
mended 
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year accufations were purfued with fuch rigour, that even 
daring the failiva^ of the itvm Latinae, while Drufus^ |>ro- 
bably the fon of GermanicuS) who had been appointed go* 
vcmor of Blome^ was afccnding the triboia'al, to take pof- 
feflion of his new employment, Calpjurnius Salvianus pre- 
ferred a charge againft Sextua Marine; which Tibcriusf 
highiy refeiujed, publicly rebuking the informer, who waa 
immediately baniihed by the fenate. 

The inhaibitattts of Cyssicum were fWs year accufed of 
neglefting che worftiip of the deified Auguftus, which they 
had eftaWifhed iw their city, and of committing violences 
upon fome Roman citizens. They were therefore deprive-d 
of theij- liberCy, which had been formerly granted them by 
the Rom^n people^ in conGderation of their .gallant beha- 
' vlour during the Mithridatic war. Fonteius Capito, for* 
nKHy proconfui' of Afia-, wae accufed at the fame time, 
but acquitted ; it appearing that the crimes laid to his charge 
by Vibius Serei!i^« had no cxiftence : and yet Serenus ef- 
C2^d impuniflied. 

Abouf tfai^ time, ambafladors arrit^d in Ronve from the' 
Farther Spain, to obtain permiflion t© ereft a temple, after 
the example of Afia, to Tiberius and hi« mother. When 
they wepe introduced to the fenate, the emperor feizcd that 
occafioii. tdi confute thofe who taxed him with ambition, for 
barrog allowed the Afiatics to pay him divine honours, 
and fpoke vr^ the fdllowitig manner : " ( know, confcript ^theriMs*s 
fathers, that I am generally blamed, and taxed with in- ^^^^^ 
c»nftancy, for not oppofing the cities of Afia, when they ^f^jj^/yj^, 
prefented this petition. I fliall therefore now acquaint you nours^ 
with th« motives of my former fiknoe, and, at the fame 
tiMie, with the ru^es I prtopofc to follow for the future. As 
the deified Auguftus did not oppofe the founding of a tem- 
ple at Pergamus to himfelf, and the city of Rome, I, with 
whom tAX his adiotts and fayings have the force of laws, 
followed a precedent already approved, the more willingly 
becaufe to the worihip beftowed upon me was annexed that 
of the fenate ; but as the accepting of that honour, in one 
infta^ce, deferves pardon, fo to be adbred in every pro- 
vince, under the facred reprefentations of the deities, fa- 
vours of pride and ambition : befides, the rendering com- 
jvion, and in a manner proftitutmg this honour, would be 
detrafting from the glory of Auguftus. For myfelf, con* 
ftrtipt fathers, I acknowlcge to you, and would have poftc- 

mended them for their conftancy the flatuc (hould rematn ftand« 
to their friends, though in ad- ing as he fouad it. 
^cifiry; and left orders, that 

rity 
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r^y know, that I am a mortal man, and fubjed, Irke 
othefs, to the comn^on infirmijtics of nature. It isenougb 
for me to hold the chief place among you ; and pofterity 
will fufficiently honour my memory, if they believe me to 
haye been worthy of my anceftors^ careful of your affairs^ 
unmoved in dai>ges;», fearlefs of private hatred for the pub- 
lic welfare. Thefe are the tempUs which I would raife in 
your breads, thefe the beft and moit lading images* As 
fox temples and datujcs of done, if tbofe who are worfliip- 
ped in them come to be condemned by the judgment of 
j>ofterity, they are defpifed, as their fepulchres. I there- 
fore here implore our allien and citizens, all the gods and 
goddeflesy befeeching the latter to grant me, to the ^^ of 
my life, a mind undidurbed, and a thorough knowlege of 
the laws human and divine ; and the former to celebrate 
my anions, whenever my diiTolution comes^ with 9 kind 
remembrance '.'* 

Sejanus, intoxicated with his exceflive power, and urged 
by the importunity of Livia, the widow of Drufus, who 
was continuallyretiiindtng him of his promife, prefented a 
memorial to the emperor, beggings that if a hud>and were 
fought for Livia, he would remember his friend, to whom 
be bad already given innumerable indances of his afFeftion 
and benevolence. He added, that Augudus, itt the dif^ 
pofal of his daughter, had not been without hopes of fome 
Roman knight ; that he had nothing in view but ibe glory 
of fuch an affinity, and the fafety of hi^ children, fince 
their alliance with th/s imperial family would fufficiently 
fcreen them againd the wrath and malice of Agrippina, 
For himfelf, he faid, be cared to live np longer than he 
qouid be fervlceable to fo gracious and benevolent a ^ince. 
Tiberius commended the fidelity of Sejanus,. curforiiy 
recapitulated his own favours towards him, and (lemanded 
time t© examine his requed with more naaturity. At length 
he explained his difapprobation of the project \ but with- 
out fceming in the lead difpleafed at the arrogance and 
prcfiunption of his minider ; on the contrary, be aflured 
him, there was no recompence fo high, but he migbt claim 
it from his favour Jmd afFe£lion : that he was atS^ually me- 
ditating i'chemes for his intered and honour, which he 
would declare on a proper pccafton, either in the fcnate, or 
afFembly of the people. 

Sejanus was alarmed at this anfwer, being well acquaint- 
ed M'ith the emperor's dark and didrudful temper : laying, 
therefore, afide all thoughts of rt>arryihg Livia, he ear* 



* Tacit. Ann, lib, iv. cap. 37, 1%, 
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neftly itrtreatcd him not to give ear to the flandcrous reports Sfjanns 
<ii h 16 enemies, nor hearken to the malicious infinuations alartrnd at 
of fuch as hated him only on account of his unftaken fide- ^^^friui't 
iity. The more he refledted on the emperor's anfwer, the **5r"^* 
i«ore apprehenfive he grew of giving him umbrage. He 
-was chiefly at a lofs how to conduft himfelf with rcfpeft 
to the crowds of perfons of ail 'ranks, who daily frequented 
bis hotife, to court his favour. * To refufe them admittance 
^•puld be impairing his power; and the encouraging of 
them might, as was juftly apprehended, furnifti a handle 
€or criminal accufations. 

After mature deliberation, he refolved to urge the cm- Sijanmt 
|)eror to leave Rome, and retire to fome pleafant place, re- ^rgesthe 
mote from the noifc and hurry of the city. From this ^^P'^^ 
<:o«nfel he promifed himfelf great advant-^ges : he knew g^^^,^ 
there could be no accefs to the prince but by him ; all let- 
ters and cxpreiTes being conveyed by foldiers, who were at 
1)16 devotion, would pafs through his hands ; the emperor, 
declining in age, and growing flothful and efFeminaie 
through the folitudc of the place, would more eafily tranf- 
fcr upon him the whole charge of the empire-; finally, he 
fcimfelf would be removed from the crowds of fuch as, to 
make their court, attended him at Rome ; therefore one 
fource of envy would be ftopped. He began by degrees to 
rail at the hurry of bufincfs at Rome, artfully infinuating 
to Tiberius the great inconvenicncies of the city, the con- 
ftant trouble of attending the fenate, the difcontented and 
fcditious temper <?f the people ; highly extolling, at the ^ 
fame time, a quiet and folitary retireracht, a life without 
anguifh of miiKl, free from envy and ill-will, and therefore 
more fit to difpatch important and weighty matters. 

In the eourfe of this year Lucius Pifo, governor of the Lucius 
Hither Hpain, as he travelled through the province unguard- Pifi kilkd 
cd, was fuddenly attacked by a peafant, and difpatched with ^^^^** 
one blow. The aflaflin, by the fleetnefs of his horfe, ef- ^ * 
caped to a neighbouring foreft, and there quitted him : but 
the horfe being taken, the owner was foon difcovered, 
feized, and put to the rack, which he bore with incredible 
conftancy and refolution, declarmg that his accomplices 
might fafely behold his fufferings; for no torture, or pain, 
however exquifite, fhould extort from him a difcovery. 
Next day, as they were dragging him again to the rack, he 
broke from his keepers, and dafhed his head with fuch vio- 
lence agaiuft a ftone, that he immediately expired *• 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 4.5, 46. 
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tn the fttcceeding con^flup of LenUikis GetulkuSi tfe 

foo of Cneius Lentulus^ and Caius Calvifius Sabinus, Pop^ 
pasus Sabinus was honoured with the eoGgn^ of triumph, 
for his fttccefsful ejcploks againft the wild Thracians^ who 
had taken arms, and endeavoured to expel the Romans, on 
account d* their raifing recruits amongft them, a^id convey* 
ing their ftouteft youth from the country. They were, 
after a vigorous refiftance, utterly defeated by Sabinus, and 
forced to fubmit ^. This year difcord began to rejgn in the 
imperial family \ which we {hall fee end, at lafti in the 
deilru£lion of Agrippina. Claudia Pukhra, her cou£3» 
being accufed, by Domitius Afer, of adultery with Fi:M:nias, 
and likewife of employing magical charms, and preparing 
poifon for the emperor, Agrippina, being of a violent tem- 
per, flew to Tiberius ; and fi^diog him facrificing to Au«- 
guftus, took occafion, £rom the facrlGce he was offering, ta 
upbraid him with his oondu^. She faid it Ul became the 
fame man to offer vidims to the deified Aiiguftus, and pm- 
iecute his pofterity; that his divine fpirit was not transf ufed 
into dumb ftatues and images ; that the genuine images of 
Au^n&us were lus defcendants, of whom berfelf was one, 
in ^reat dtilreCs, and in the ftate of a fuppHant, She adtieJ, 
that other crimes were, in v^in, alleged againft Pulchra, 
when the c^ufe of her intended ruin was, that (he had us- 
advifedly loved Agi'ippina, evei$ to adoration, not rexneAH 
1)ering the fate of Sofia, whofe condemaiation and misfor- 
tunes were owing to the fame crime, the like unfeafonable 
affeftlon, Thefe reproaches highly provoked Tiberijas; 
but as he had a perfe<% command of bis temper, he oaly 
rebuked her in a Greek verfe, which he quoted from an 
ancient tragedy,* " If you do.not f^n, you think yourfidf 
injured ^" z^i. then di&diffed her, without vouchsafing any 
farther anfwer. Pulchra and Furnius, notwithftanding Ae 
folicitations and rea^onftxances of Agrippina, were tx)tfa 
condemned. 

Some time aftex this incident, Agrippina falCng fick, tbe 
emperor yifited her \ when ^e, after many tears, and kmg 
£letK:e, at iepgtb intT'tated him to give her a hufband. In. 
whom ihe and the chiid^ven of -Gormaflicus^ might fiod a 
faithful protje£fcar againft the malicious defigns of thdr.ene- 
mie>s. Tiberius, apprifed to what a height of power the 
.perfon would be raifed^ who married the grand-daughter of 
Auguiiys, and not cbufiiiJig openJy to deny b reafoiiable a 
requefl, left it ihould betray jeak>ufy or fear in him, ia- 



^ Idem. A«n. Jib.iv. cap.46<-»5i. 
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dxHitly fcft hj5r. This bebavjwwr was cefetrted by Agrip- 
pi«a, Sq*iHi.s, ito iofl^mp hpr jEtilJ moje, ajid by thefc 
xne9^ haftsa h^r xmn^ empj<^^ his etBiflaries to warn her« 
lunder iJokHir pf frirndftip, that po5fo» was .fffepared for 
jber ; and that (he ought t<> ivoid eatiiig at her father-mf 
Idw'^ l;abl€» Ap Agrippina was a ftf anger to diffimulation, j^^ .^^^ 
flie followed their advice ; a«d., though (he Cat near the ^ //j^ 
.cmpcaror, touched no part of the meat^ Tiberius, obfcrv- ageti^ vf 
Ixkg her abftinerioe, in order to be the better convinced of Sejsmu. 
iier fufpicions, after having prai fed the apples that ftood be- 
fore bim» piT^epted fome of them to iK^r with his own 
band. Tlu& preieot pnly tncreafed the fufpicion of Agrip- 
ptna, wjooy wriih^ut ^eveo ofiering to tafte them, delivered 
chem to the attendants. However, Tiberius, always dark 
and reiervedf fpok^e mt » word ; bul:, itumio^ to his n)o- 
thcr, whifpered, " No wonder (faid he), that I fliould ufe 
feverity with her^ fince ;fhe charges ine with a defign of 
poifoning her.*' Hence a rumour was fpread, that her ruin 
-was refoif ed upon y but that the emperor, not daring to at- 
Hbempt it openly, intended to difpatch her by fome fecret 
means. Tiberius, to fupprefs that report, by diverting'thje 
public converfation upon other topics, attended the fenatc 
-with great affidMity, and gave audience to feveral ambafladocs Ccnt^wtkn 
{torn Afia, cojitending iu what city the temple^ lately de- about M# 
<cx:eed to Tiberius, ibould be built. For this honour eleven Umpltd9» 
citiiss ftrove ; but, when the votes of the fenators were coi- JTf^^.^ ' 
kaftodi the preteafions of Smyrna were preferxcd (C^. It ^^^^^ 

was 

{O For thi$ hoeoiir eleiven turns of the Iseonple on a folkl 

clo^ Qix»v^ with (equal atnln- rock. The ikme plea ' was 

itipHyMTging their antiquity, and brought £y the inhahitants of 

■diftiogaiA^ 'zeal for the R0- Pergamus; but as a t^ple was 

BiaA p^pte^ dwriug their fe^- already ereded m their city to 

ral warn with Penfes, ArHloni- Augu&us, that di^in<5tion was 

icu*., aod<otAer4(iDgs« But the judged fufficient for them. The 

HypfCf€iua»s« Tr^llibns, Lao- cities of Ephefus and Miletus 

dioeauB, and Magjneians, were were thought already f«iflkiently 

4iifl»iffedgt opce, sis not futf- employed with the ^ceremonies 

pi^nt foriheic:bmi;e, Theili- of their f«culiar deities, the 

enfes or Tr9}an» repre&nted, former with thofe of Diana, the 

that Trpy was the iviotthtr ^f latter with thofe of Apollo. 

Elon»e ; bui: bad no advanta^ Thus the difpute was confined 

over the liefl^ bdides the gliory to Sardis and Smyrna. The 

of antiq«iity« The Halicarnaf- former urged their antiquity, 

Iknsi^godfti^at&irtweivehuii- power, and op>ulence : they re« 

dred years their city had not cited a decree of the Hetru- 

baen Shaken by^eapChqua^es; rians, aeknowleging them for 

and promifed to lay the founda* kinfmen ; for they pretended to 

derive 
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t^s atfo moved by Vibius Marfus, that Lentulu^, to wt&A 
the province of Afia had fallen^ (hould have a legate ex^ 
tfaordinary appointed, to fupervifc the building of the tem* 
pie. The motion was approved, and Lentulus empowered 
to choofe whom he pleafed ; but he, thi'ough modefty^ de- 
clining this privilege, Valerius Nafo was drawn by lot from 
among thofe who had been praetors ^ 

Vr. of FI. This year, the twelfth of his reigji, Tiberius put incx* 
«174- ecution the defign which he had long meditated, of leaving 

A. D. 16. Rome. At his departure he declared that he was going into 
Canipania only to dedicate a temple to Jupiter at Capua, 
and one at Nola to Augudus ; but in truth determined nerer 
to return to Rome. Moft hiftorians, who wrote before 
Tacitus, afcribe this refolution to the artfuK infinuations of 
Sejanus ; but as he continued ip his retirement fix yearis 

c Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. ^6. 
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derive their original from Atys, 
the fon of Hercules by Om- 
phale, who is fuppofed to have 
had two fons, Lydus and Tyr- 
rhenus : the former remained in 
his native country, which from 
him was called Lydia \ and the 
latter fettled in Hetruria, where 
his followers were from him 
named Tyrrhenians. They like- 
wife enlarged on the opulence of 
the ancient Lydians, on the co« 
lonies fent under Pelops into 
Greece, which from him took 
the name of Peldponnefus, their 
league with Rome, during the 
' war with Macedon, &c. The 
account they give here of their 
original does not entirely agree 
with what we read of it m Dio- 
nyiius of HalicarnaiTus, and 
Velleius Paterculus { i ) . The 
Smyrneans likewife difplayed 
the glory of their antiquity and 
founders; but infifted chiefly 
on their early friendlhip with 
Rome, and kind oiEces to the 
Roman people, whom they af- 
illled not only in their foreign 



(i) Vide Dion. Halicar. lib. I. & Veil. Patcrcul. Kb.i. 
cit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 55, 56. 



wars, but in thofe which were 
waged in the very bowels of 
Italy^ They defired the fathcB 
to remember, that they had, be- . 
fore any other people, titM 
a temple to Rome, when the 
power of the Roman people wis 
indeed great, but not yet raifed 
to it»greateft height, fince Car- 
thage was (landing, and Aiia go- 
verned by mighty kings. They 
laid great ftrefi on their gene- 
rofity to Sylla, the mifenible 
condition of whofearmy, ready 
to perifh in a fevere winter for 
want of cloaths, was no foooer 
related to the citizens of Smyr* 
na, at that time aflcmbled, than ' 
they all dripped therofclvcs of 
their own garments, and fc»J 
them to the naked legioss. This 
fignal inftance of their great fi- 
delity,, and iincere attachmcat 
to the Roman people, made h 
deep an • impreffion upoa the 
whole aflcmbly, that the ho. 
nour for which fo many cities 
contended, was, by a great ma- 
jority, conferred upon them («)• 

(OTa- 

after 
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tlfeer the difgracc and execution of Sejanus, tliat Wrkcf 
thinks he was influenced by fome other more powerf'ul mo* 
tlve, nameljr, that of concealing, in the darknefs of a retired 
and folitarf place, his natural inclination to cfuelty, lewd-* 
nefs, and debauchery (D). Some believed that, in his old 
age, he was afhamed of the figure of his perfon ; for he 
was very thin, tall, and (looped ; his head was bald, hig 
face full of ulcers, and, for the moft part, befmeared with 
ointments (£}. During hit retirement at Rhodes he ufed 

to 



jat 



(D) As to his debauchery, 
Buetonius tells us, that, in his 
youth, he was much given to 
drinking} that, inilfead of Ti- 
beriuis Claudius Nero, he was 
nicknamed Biberius Caldius 
Mero. A fterwards, being raifed 
to the fbvereign power, conti- 
nues the fame writer, at the 
rtry time he was reforming the 
manners of the people, he i'pent 
one night and two days in ca- 
roufing with Pomponius Flac- 
cus and L. Pifo, to one of whom 
he gave immediately the pro- 
▼incc of Syria, and to the other 
the government of Rome, ftyl- 
ingthem, in his letters, **jU'* 
cundiffimos & omnium horarum 
amicos ; his moft agreeable 
friends, and ready at all feafons/' 
Being invited to fuppcr by Sex- 
tus Oallus, an old debauchee, 
who had been noted with in- 
famy by Auguftus, and feverely 
reprimanded by himfelf in the 
(enate, he accepted the invita* 
tion, upon condition that he al* 
tered nothing of his old way, 
and that they were ferved at 
table by naked virgins. He pre- 
ferred a man of mean extrac- 
tion, who ftood for the<^u8eftor- 
fliip, to feveral competitors of 
great diftin6Hon, becaufe he 
bad drunk with him an incre- 
libte quantity of wine at one 

(i) Suet, in Tiber cap. 4a. 
(5t 56. Sueton. in Tiben 
Vol. XII. 



nieal. Me prefented Afelliut 
Sabinus with two hundred thou- 
fand fefterces, for a dialogue he 
had written between the mufli- 
room, the bcccafico, or figpeck- 
er, theoyfter, and the thrufh, 
which were all his favourite 
diihes ( 1 ). As to his iewdnefs, 
excefles fo deteftably in&mous 
are related of him by the lame 
writer, that they fcera almoft 
incredible. We (hall not defile 
oar hiftory with the infamous 
detail he gives us of them ; but 
only relate one inilance out of 
the many which thatauthor pro- 
duces. He tells us, that a very 
fcandalous picture, done by the 
famous Parrhalius, reprefenting 
Atalanta and Meleager, being 
left to the emperor as a legacy, 
upon condition, that if he liked 
not that piece, he (hould have 
a million of fefterces paid him 
immediately in its (lead, he not 
only preferred it to the mo- 
ney, but caufed it to be hung 
up in his chamber (a). 

(£) Suetonius defcfibes hit 
perfon thus : *• He was (fays 
he) of a ftrong well fet body, 
fomewhat exceediilg the com- 
mon fize ; broad in the bre^ 
and ihoulders, in the refl of his 
limbs, from head to foot, weU 
proportioned. He ufed for the 
moft part his left hand, in the. 

. (a)Tacit«Aimal. Jib.iv. cap. 
T jointi 
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to avoid, as much as he could, appearing in puhliC| i,nit6 
conceal his debaucheries in the recefs of a folitary life t 
whence many concluded^ that he had been prevailed upon> 
not fo much by the plaufible perfuafions of Sejanus, as by 
his own natural inclinations, to retire from the city. Some 
s^erting, that he was driven from Home by the reftlefsand 
infupportable ambition of his mother, whom he fcorned ta 
admit as a partner in the fovereignty, and could not entirely 
exclude, fince the empire itfelf was her gift ** (P). 

Whatever was his motive, though he removed to feveral 
places, he never returned once to the city during the re- 
maining part of his reign* He departed with afmall attend- 
ance, having with him but one fenatof, Cocceius Nem, 
formerly conful, and well verfed in the knbwleee of the 
'l^ws, one Roman knight, befides Sejanus> named Curtius 
Atticus, and fome men of letters, chiefly Greeks, with 
whofe converfation he was pleafed ®. Upon his departure 
the aflrologers pretended, that he left Rome under fttcb a 

d Tacit. Annah lib. iv. cap. 57, 58. Die, lib. Ivlii. p^ 60. S«eti lihi 
ill. cap. 39. e Tacit. Annal. lib* iv. cap. 5^, jS* 

Suetonius, to advance t ]^on 
whom he had admitted citizen 
of Rome^ into the number of 
the decuries, he abfolutely re- 
fufed to do it, unlefs flie would 
allow it to be infert^ in tbcK- 
gifter, " That it was extorted 
from him by his mother " This 
repulfe Livia took greatly amifif 
and immediately produced cer* 
tain letters wbichAugurtushw 
formerly written to her, com- 
plaining of his ftubboru temper* 
and the intolerable perverieneis 
of his mannersi-andcaufedthcDi 
tpbe publicly read. Thisur- 
fpired him with fuch an averfioo 
to the emprefs, who >adfo long 
preferved, and fo. maliciouftr 
produced, thefe letters, that he 
was thought by, fome to haje 
wididrawn from Rom^} that be 
migh? have tfq farther inter- 
conarfe 01; caofnlnunication W^"* 
her (3). 



joints of which he had fuch 
ilrength, that he could run his 
lingers through a green apple, 
however found, and ftqn a man 
with a fillip. His completion 
was fair, his hair long behind, 
fo as to cover his neck, which 
was peculiar to the Claudian fa- 
mily. His <tountenance was 
graceful, though covered with 
fmall pimples; he had large 
eyes, and could fee in the dark, 
but only for a (hort time, atld 
when.he firft awaked. He itoop- 
ed, efpecially when he walked, 
and exppefled always a great 
deal of fcverity in his Sera 
looks* He was ilow of fpeech, 
and in piivate converfation was 
continually moving his fingers. 
He was healthy, though, from 
the thirtieth year of his age he 
lived frefcly, without hearken-, 
lag to his phjrficians. . 

(F) Livia having preiTea him 
very earoisftly, a* 0re'rea(d;in 



(3} Suaf. in Tiber, cap* 51. 
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ttJf>juriflioti of the planets, that he would never return \^ 
and that his end was at hand. That he was never toreturti 
to Rome proved trUeij but the conjeftures publifhcd by 
the aftrologers Concerning his deaitli, dUght to have con- 
vinced the world of the falfhood of that art, fince it proved 
fatal to its profeflbrs, of whofii manj^ were, for their prc- 
diftions, either put to death or involved in endlefs calami- 
ties, which, with all their knowlege of the ftars, they had 
not forefeen ^ ; whereas Tiberius lived ekveh years after 
his retreat. ' 

However, their conjeftures touching his death were very 
near being fulfilled foon after his departure ; for as he was 
fupping in a cave of one of his villas, called thence Speluiica, ' ' 

its mouth fuddenly fell in, and buried under it fonie of his n 
attendants. The reft were fo frightened, that, abandoning 
the emperor, they all fled, except Scjanus, who, covering SsjanuseX' 
the emperor's body with his own, and ffooping upon his pofes his 
knees and hands, received all the ftoneS that fell from the pe^f^nfor 
roof, fo that Tiberius efcaped unhurt. From this time, the ^^*^'«'' 
emperor efteeming his minifter as a man quite regardlefsof 
his own fafety, and only folicitous about his prince, repofed 
an entire confidence in him, blindly following all his coun* 
fels, however bloody and deftruftive This confidence the . \ 
wicked rhinifter abufed to the deftruftion of- the family of 
Germanic us, which alone could thwart his ambitiousdefigns. 
He firft attacked Nero, the cldeft fon of Germanicus, con- 
fequently next in fucceffion, fuborning perfons to mifrepre* 
fent alibis aflions to Tiberius. Nero was a young prince ^^ hrtnPi 
no-way ambitious, but regardlefs of that circumfpediion i^grointo 
which his prefent fituation required. He was alfo milled, dif^race 
and ill-ad vi fed, by his freedmen and followers, who,defirous' '^j^^^ '^'*^ 
<)f having the power in their own hands, were continually* ^''''' • 
animating him to exert the courage and refolution becom- 
ing a perfon in l\is ftation. They told him, that both thd 
people and foldiery longed to fee him (hare the government 
with his grandfather; and that, as to Sejanus, he would 
not dare to oppofe him, though he now equally infultedthc 
tamehefs of an old man and the floth of a youth. A» the 
young prince liftened to fuch fuggeftions^ fomc unguarded \ 

^xpreffions efcaped, which were immediately noticed by the 
fpies placed upon him, and with aggravations carried to the 
emperor, who would not ajlow him the privilege of clear- 
ing himfelf. He was even betrayed by bis wife Julia, the 
daughter of Drufua and Livia, who acquainted her motherj 
a«d by her means Sejanus, not only with the Words, but 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib. iy. cap. 57, %%. ^ 
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even with the fighs and dreams of her hufband. Hisbrotli(Sr 
Drufus was likewife drawn into the combination, with the 
hopes of immediately fucceeding TiberiuS| in cafe his elder 
brothefy already in difgrace» (hould be effedually fet afide. 
The emperor, thus prejudiced againft him by his neareft 
relations, and thofe who were thought to be his beft friends, 
always received him with a ftem countenance : if the youth 
fpoke, there was fomething criminal in his words ; and his 
fdence was ftill more exceptionable. Sejanus, having by 
thefe bafe arts irritated Tiberius againft Nero, began to 
confult with his creatures how he might inflame him, at 
the fame time, againft Drufus and Agrippina, that the 
whole family of Germanicus might be involved in the fame 
ruin. This year Pontius Pilate was appointed by Tiberius 
governor of Judasa, in the room of Valerius Gratus^. 
How he behaved during his ten years adminiftration, ap- 
pears from Philo *, and from what we have faid in our 
hiftory of the Jews. 

In the following year, M. Licinius CraiTus and Lucius 
Calpurnius Pifo being confuls, Atilius, one of the race of 
freed-men, having built an amphitheatre at Fidenae, in or- 
der to exhibit a fight of gladiators, vaft crouds flocked thi- 
ther from Rome, eager for fuch fliows, as during the reign 
of Tiberius they were debarred from diverfiohs at home. 
As the fpedlators were intent upon the gladiators, the am- 
phitheatre, which was but flightly built, and overcharged 
with the multitude, fell down, and with its fall deftroyed 
or maimed fifty thoufand perfons * (G). Atilius, who had 
built the amphitheatre only for gain, and therefore em- 
ployed bad materials, and unfkilful workmen, was banifhed ; 
and it was decreed by the fenate, that for the future, no 
man, who was not worth four hundred thoufand fefterces, 
ihould exhibit the ftiow of gladiators ^. The public afflic- 
tion occafioned by this terrible blow was yet frefli, when it 



s Jofeph. Antlq. lib. xviii« cap. 3. 
^ Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 60— 6«. 

(G) Suetonius fays^ that 
twenty thoufand fouls periihed 
Vy this accident (1). On this 
pccalion the great men of Rome 
'threw optn their doors, to re- 
ceive fuch as had been hurt, 
•fupplied them with medicines, 
iind took all pofltble care of 
2then\ till they recovered. Thus, 



h Philo Legat. ad Caium. 
^ Idem ibid. cap. 63. 

to the great iatisfadtion of the 
city, was revived, at this junc- 
ture, the public fpirit of the an- 
cient Romans, who, after great 
battles, condantly relieved the 
wounded, fuftained thera by 
their bounties, and at( 
them with care. 



(i) Suet. lib. iij« cap, 40. 
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was increafed by another accident. A fire breaking out on jiiUns Or- 
Mount Coelius, burnt with fuch rage and violence, that it Hms am- 
confumed all the houfes in that quarter of the city. On A««rf fy 
this occafion Tiberius gave new proofs of a gcnerofity ^^' 
worthy of a great prince ; for, without the application of ^Uerhu's 
friends, or any ambitious views, every fufferer was relieved getur^ 
by his bounty. For this liberality the fenate returned him ^"j^ •*" 
thanks ; and ordained, that Mount Coelius thould» for the ^^^^^ 
future, be ftyled Mount Auguftus, fince the ftatue of '11- 
berius, which ftood there, in the houfe of Junius the fe- 
nator, was fpared by the flames, though every thing round 
it was confumed. 

As the liniverfal zeal of the great men in Rome, and the 
bounty of the prince, adminiftered great relief in the prefeot 
misfortunes, fo the fury and rage of the informers, which ^ 

grew daily more dreadfuU involved the moft illuftrious ci- 
tizens in horrible calamities. Quintilius Varus, a man ^f la/armgri. 
great wealth, and related to the emperor (H), was ac- ^^««* 
cufed by Domitius Afer, the fame who had arraigned his JSfclftkiL 
mother Qaudia Pulchra. The informer had Squandered ^^^^ 
what he had earned by procuring the condemnation of 
Claudia ; and therefore, in hopes of a more ample reward, 
had marked out, and doomed to dellru£Hon, Varus, one of 
the moft wealthy men in Roine. The city was furprifed to 
fee Publius Dolabella, a man of an illuftrious family, and 
nearly related to Varus, join a perfon of fuch an infamous 
charaAer as Afer, againft his kinfman. The fenate was fo 
ihocked at this circumftance, that they refufed to hear the 
charge, and voted, that the trial ihould be poftponed till the 
return of the emperor '. 

Tiberius, having dedicated the temples in Campania, Yr. of Fl. 
though he had, by an edift, enjoined the public not to dif- 2375* 
torb him, and ported foldiers on the roads to prevent the ^•^' *7' 
concourfe of people to the towns where he refidcd, never- ' ^^^ 
thelefs, retired to Capreae, an ifland feparated from the riberms 
cape of Surrentum by a channel of three miles. The air is rttir^t m 
mild there in the winter, the cold winds being intercepted Ct^t^ 

1 Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 66, 77. Suet. lib. iii. cap. 41. ^ 

(H) Quintilius Varus was read in Seneca (2). Befides, 

probably fon to the commander he was the Ion of Claudia Pul- 

of that name, who was with the chra, whom Tacitus calls A- 

Roman legions cut off in Oer- grippina*s coufin, and by that 

many. He married one of means related to the reigning 

Germanicus's daughters, as we family. 

(1) Senec.lib. i. controvert 3* 

Y3 by 



3^6 The RomM Htfio^y. 

h^ a mountain, aad refreilied in the Cummer by gales from 
^ the weft. The fea, open all around, prefents a delightful view: 
from thence was feen at tha;t time one of the moft beautiful 
coafts in the world ; but it was aftenyards greatly dam^?^ 
/ by the eruptions of Mount Vefuyius. The iiland was l\ir- 

jounded on all fides by inacceffiblc rocks, and ^ profound 
and almoft bottomle£s fea, deftitute of havens, inrith very 
few ftations for the foaller vcffels, and thofe very difficult 
of accefs ; fo that 4ione could put in unjxerceiyed by tke 
. .guards (I). Tiberius confined bimJfelf to t>r.elye villas op 
the ifland ; fome -of which were probably built by Ay- 
guftus, who, liking the folitude and mild .air of the place, 
bad purchafed ix, according to JDio jCaffiMS "*^ of tl^e Nea- 
politans. 
Ct^es him- There Tiberius .fpcnt the laft t^n years of his lif^ gMn^ 
felf up to himfelf entirely up to the moft infanjious lewdnrfs i^i^d de- 
^ nvtcCd^ baucheries, wbi^b -OMgbt to be buried in .obliviojp. In tjiat 
nefi. .gloomy recefs hp threw off all con,cern for jthje cojDmon- 

wealth, though he had been, to that time, »ery -^duiOBS in 
the adminillration of juiiice, and intent upon public eares. 
Neverthelefe, he retained his fufpicious .temj).er, and gave 
more credit than ever to informers^ Sejanue inflaming bis 
jealoufies, and fomenting his diftrufts, for the private views 
of his ambition. . Spies and informers were employed in all 
ne sffeSls parts of the city : if a perfon of merit teftified any ze^l for 
;ll?^*'**'' ^^^ 6^o''y ^f ^^ empire, Tiberius immediately fufpededit 
was from a fecret defign of obtaining the fovereignty. If 
another made honourable mention of liberty, he was looked 
upon as a dangerous perfon, who aimed at re-eflablito? 
the commonwealth. To praife any of the ancient Romans, 
.was a capital crime ; and to regret Auguftus «was complain- 
ing Qf Tiberius. Every aftion became liable to forced ffi- 
• terprctations ; the moft innocent difcourfes .expreffed evil 
tkrigns; a difcrefe filcnce concealed mifchievons intentions; 
joy betrayed hopes of the prince's death; me»lancholy im- 
plied envy of his profperity 5 and fear, the juft apprehen- 

" Dio, lib. lii. p. 495. 

(I) Suetonius tells us, that, jv barbaroufly, being frightened 

^w days after his ar pival in the w/th the coofideration, that the 

ifland of Capieae, a fiflierman poor man bad made bi« way to 

brought him a mullet of ^p e^- him through places which ^ 

traordiiiary fize ; but that the thought unfreq\*cat€.4 ^f?4 iP" 

emperor^ in (lead of rev\ardlng, ^acceflible (3). 
caufed him to be ufed mgfl 

<3) Stt«t, in .TSbcr. Qgp. /Jo. 

fions 
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fions of a ffuilty cpnfciepce : fo that to fpeak, to be Clent, to 
Wj;lad, t^ jfc griev^^ or confident, were aJl 

crimes/and frecjuentfy puniflied with death. Sejanus's pecr 
niciQus praftices aiid \^icked devices were chiefly levelled 
"againft Agnbpina and \st fon Nero. As there was now 
"lib accefs.'to^iberiuS but by'hini, .he no longer concealed 
jKis attcnipts upon tjienr, but openly placed guards to obferve 
^the mefTages'they fent, the vifits and company they re- 
ceived, their behaviour in public^ and their private con-* 
Verfatipn. feefides^ he fuborned fome of their friends to 
advife thena, as they were thus djftreffed, either to fly to 
the armjes in tjrermany, pr, embracing the ftatue of Au- 
jguftus in the forum, to implore the aid and prbteSion of ' ^'' 

the fenate and Roman people. Thefe counfels, though re- 
lefted by them, were laid to t|ieir charge, as if they had in- 
tended to put ^hem in execution \ 

The following year, when Appius Junius SiJianus and P. Titius 54- 
Silius Nerva'were confuls, ,begati tragically. Titius Sabi- hlnusat^ 
nus, an )llufl:rious Roman knight, was dragged' to prifon, ^^f'^^* 
for his fteady arid faithful adherence to thefarnily of Ger- 
manicus (^). ^He^ was immediately after fentericed to death, Ht is con* 
and the fame day, ,the fir(l of the new year, which was a demned^ 
great feftival among the Romans, executed, without teing «»^w- 
allowed time to make his defepce (L), The city was never ^* ■ ' 

feized 
n Tacit, Ann* Ijb.iv. cap. 68— 70. J)io,lib. Iviii. p. 621, 



(K) Latinlus Latians, hav- 
ing infinuated himfelf into his 
fi^endfhip/ with a defign to be- 
tray him, firft bewailed the cafe 
of* Agrippina, and her fon Ne- 
ro ; and then inveighed bitterly 
jagainft Sejanus's pride and cru- 
city, not fparing the e(nperor 
himfelf, Sabinus, not aware of 
-the fpare,. approved all he laid ; 
and added many fevere reflec- 
tions of his own upon the cru- 
elty of Tibqrius, and imperious 
condudl of his favourite minif- 
,ter. The traitor having thus 
infinuated himfelf into the con- 
fidepce of the unfufpedling Sa- 
'binus, procurecl evidence againft 
^him, by placing three degene- 
rate fenators betwixt the ceiling 
ind the roof of an apartment, 
where he jnyeigled Sabinus In- 



to a fecond conyerfation, which 
turned on the cruelty of Tibe- 
rius and his favourite. Thefe 
abandoned informers conimutii- 
cated what they had heard to 
the emperor, who in a letter to 
the fenate, required them to 
take vengeance on the traitor 
Sabinus. The names of thofe 
infamous fenators were Porcius 
Cato, Petilius Rufus, and Mar- 
cus Opfius. 

(L) Sabinus, fays Tacitus, 
was dragged away to immediate 
death, with his head muffled in 
his robe, and a rope about his 
neclc : but, ncverrhelcfs, exert- 
ing his voice as far as he could, 
he cried out, * '* With thefe fo- 
lemnities the year-begins ; thefe 
are the vi£tims which Sejanos 
offiprs ;" for,^ on the firft day pf 
IT 4 ' ' ^ ' thp 
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feized witli greater dread ^ one relation feared another*, a 
general diftruft reigned among men of all ranks \ ftrangen 
and acquaintance were equally avoided ; even dumb andin* 
animate thingS) roofs and walls, occafioned dread and cir« 
cumfpe£tion. The emperor no fooner heard of the execu- 
tion of Sabinus, than he wrote to the fenate, thanking them 
for having puniflied an enemy to the commonwealth. He 
added| that he pafied a life fuU of fear and anxiety, and that 
. be was under continual apprehenfions of the fnares of his 
enemies. Though he named none, yet it was well known 
he meant Agrippina and Nero, againft whom he was con- 
Tib mcf* ftantly incenfed by Sejanus and his creatures. Juft yen- 
fij^. ^f^ eeance foon overtook the authors and contrivers of fucb in- 
€h^ famous treachery j for fome of them periflied miferahly un- 
der the emperor Caius, and fome under Tiberius ; who, 
though he would not fuffer the minifters of his tyranny to 
be crufhed by others, yet, furfeited with their infamy, ot* 
ten facrificed them himfclf to the public vengeance, to make 
room for new emiflaries, who ^ere daily offering the fame 
vile fervices **. 

When Tiberius's letter was read in the fenate, Afinius 
Callus propofed, that the prince (hould be defired to explain 
his fears, and fuffer the fenate to remove the caufe of them. 
This motion the emperor highly refented, thinking that 
AGniuswas apprifed of this diffimulation; but, however, he 
fmothcred his wrath, Sejanus driving to appeafe him, not 
from kindnefs to Gallus, but becaufe he knew, the more 
his anger was reftrained, the more tragical it Would prove 

^ts^'^'^it ^^ '^^ **• ^^^^ y^^^ ^^^ Fri^ans, no longer able to bear the 
^^'^^^Z tyranny of the Romans fent to govern them, (hook off the 
I. Apro* yoke, and defeated L. Aprqnius, who was difpatched againft 
•w. them with a confiderable force (M). But Tiberius chofc ra- 

ther 
• Tacit. & Dio, ibid, p Tacit, ibid, cap. 69. 

the new year victims were (lain citus, rebelled, rather provoked 

in all the temples. Such a at the avarice of their governors 

difmal fight occaiioned univer- than impatient of the Roman 

fal terror, flight, and folitude z yoke Drufus laid a tribute on 

wherever the unhappy viftim them fujted to their poverty, 

appeared, the people, to avoid ol^Iiging them only to furniih 

betraying any marks of grief or certain hides for the ufesof the 

coropaffion, fled, and withdrew .foldiers, without infixing upon 

in the utrooft confternation ; fo any particular §ze or thickncfs. 

that as he pafled, the ftreets But Olennius, whom Tiberius 

were empty, and the public appointed to govern them, hav- 

places dclerted. 'ing procured the large hides of 

(M) The Frifians, fays Ta- fome wild bulls, infifted upon 

their 



The Roman Hiftory. 



329 



ther to fubmit to the lofs the empire had fuftained, than 
truft any able general with the command of the army. The 
fenate indeed met on this occafionj but, inilead of deliber* 
ating about an affair of fuch importance, they only decreed 
ftatues to Tiberius and Sejanus, not being afFeded with the 
lofles fuftained on the extremities of the empire, but wholly 
intent on fecuring themfelves, by the moft (hameful flattery, 
againft the evils that threatened them at home **. They 
importuned both the prince and bis favourite with repeated 
felicitations, that they would be plcafed only to (hew them- 
felves in Rome j but to no purpofe : they could riot, by Ttbtritts 
any intreaties, be prevailed upon to approach the city, think- ntums for 
ing it fufEcient condefcenfion to quit their ifland for a few afinMtdaflfi 
days, and fufFer themfelves to be feen on the coaft of Cam- Jj^^^'j^'^*' 
pania. Thither crowded fenators, knights, and great part 
of the people, all eager to court the favour of Sejanus, who 
was more difficult of accefs than the emperor, and admitted 
fuch only as were either his creatures, or by his creatures 
recommended to his countenance and proteftion. Tiberius 
having betrothed Agrippina, his grand-daughter by Germa- 
nicus, to Cneius Domitius (N), and ordered the nuptials to 

q Tacit. Ann. lib. iv« cap. 7s-*74« 



their paying the tribute accord- 
ing to that meafure. As their 
domeftic cattle were but fmall, 
this proved a very hard talk upon 
them. At length, not being 
tWe to pay yearly the required 
tribute, they parted with their 
herds ; next reiigned their 
lands ; and, laftly, furrendered 
their wives and children to 
bondage, Their mlferies and 
complaints made no impreflion 
6n their hard- hearted governor ; 
which fo provoked them, that, 
in the end, they refolved to 
feek relief from war. 

(N) Cn. Domitius was de- 
fcended from a very ancient fa- 
mily, and, befldes, was nearly 
related to the Caefars; for he 
was the fon of L. Domitius, of 
whom we have fpoken above, 
and Antonia Major, the daugh- 
ter of 06taviana and Marc An- 
fpny \ fo that Auguflus was hit 



great-uncle. By Agrippina he 
had the emperor Nero, and was, 
as Suetonius obferves, worthy 
to be the father of fuch a 
prince, being, in every part of 
his life deteftable. In his youth , 
he attended Caius Caefar into 
the Levant, and there flew one 
of his freedmen, becaufe he rc- 
fufed to drink as much as he 
commanded him. On his return 
to Rome, he drove his chariot 
over a boy on purpofe, and trod 
him to death. In the midft of 
the forum, he pulled out the 
eye of a Roman knight, for re- 
prehending him with more than 
ordinary liberty. While he was 
praetor, he defrauded the vic- 
tors in the chariot races of their 
prizes. About the end of Ti- 
berius's reign, he was accufed 
of treafon, of adultery, and of 
incefl with his lifter Lejpida; 
but, Tiberias dying, he eicaped 
the 



jtie {(:elebrated at Rome, he quitted th^ cqn^nejit; apd re; 
turned to his ifland '. This year died Jmja^ grand-daugh; 
ter of Auguftus, by whom, after her rharriaee withPjiulu5 
,^iniliu§9 fhe had been, on account of her loofe andfcan- 
.dfilous behaviour, baniOied to the i(Iai;d of Trunetu^, where 
^Jhe died* after twenty years of exile. 
T>/ Amh The following year, when L. iP-ubellius Geminus and 
*"fl IJ* Caivw Fufi us Geminus yrqrc confuls, was dlftinguiflied bjf 
Ijfy^J^ ithe death of Livi^, the mother of Tiberius, ftyled, in the 
ancient infcrlptions, Julia Augufta, becaufe adopted by Au* 
guftus, in his laft will, intp the Julian family. We hare 
already fpoken of her defcent, and marriage w;ith Auguftus, 
Jby whoin ihe bad no iffue ; 6ut by the marriage of Germa- 
nicus and Agrippina, her blood came to be mixed with that 
,of A;Vigufluain their great grand-<hildren. She bad analN 
/oliitelway over Aviguftus, which ihe acquire^ and main- 
jtained, fays Dio Caflius,' by a ready acquiefcence in his 
will, without .ever betr;iying the leau ^cfire to know what 
Jhe concealed from hex, or any jealoufy or ,diflatisfa6J:ion on 
account. of his intrigues with other woii^eiji •. In her were 
.united the wifdom of her hufband, andtlie diffimulation of 
her fon. She was fo eager to aggrandize her children, that 
(he was, not without good grounds, fufpefted of having 
obtained her end by the defiruflion of 'herou{band'sfamil7^ 
She was an^rreconcileable enemy to Julia^ ,the daughter 
of Auguftus, and never ceafed perfecuting her wbokoff- 
fprin^. S^he claimed an ^qual (hare with herfon.inthc 
powqr w.hicb O^e had .proqpred him. > This . Tiberius « 
Tiherms^s not of ^.temper to allow. He .frequently coxnmanded itf 
ingrati- not to .meddje with ft^tCraffairs> which, be fs^jd, wer^^lw^C 
tudetohtr, ^^ fpheie of a woman. He avoided her .converfotion, 
efpecially in private, as much as he decently could, ilefthe 
fhould feem to be governed by her counfels. Being in- 
formed that, on occafion of a fire, (he had run \tmt- 
diately among the people, encouraging both them, and the 
, foldiers, to flop the rage of the flames, as ihe ufed to do in 

' Tacit. Ann. IJb. iv. cap. 75. 'Suett lib, vi, cap. 5. * 5i<|i 

lib. Ivii. p. 619. 

the punifliraent due to his Nero, he anfwercd, that no- 
crimes. He died, under the thing could proceed from A' 
emperor Caius, ,o( a dropfy, ^rippina and him, bvit what was 
leaving behind him JMero by vdeteftablc, and would p^o^ 
Agrippina We are told, that, .pernicious to the commo»' 
being congratulated .by his .wealth (i)« , 
friends upon the birth of his ibn 



(1) Suet, in flcr. cap. 5, ^. 6, 
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the time of Auguftus, Jie reprimande4 ber with fopie :>crN 
mony ^ We are told, that, by degrees, he arrived at fucfi 
an height of iniquity, ^s to hate and deteft her ". At ieaft, 
it is certain, that, diiring the three years ftie lived after hi$ 
retirement, believer faw her but once, and then for a yer? 
Chort jtime. Jn her laft ficknefs, he never came near her^ 
jthough he conftantly affirmed, jhaX he defign.ed to pay the 
lafl' offices to her ; infomuclji that her J)0(Jy w>s kept, in 
continual expeft^tion >of his arrival, tjll it be^an t;o putrefy. 
Afterwards, he exc^fed himfelf to the fenate, pleading thp. 
rnultitude of public affairs. H^ would not fuiFer any divine 
honours to be offered to her memory, pretending her ex- 
prefs command to the contrary; nay, he refleftcd on tho/^ 
^?vho courted the friendfhip of women, alluding to the con- 
ful "FiUiius, who was a great favourite of the fex, in high 
efteem with J^ivia, but hated by Tiberius, againft whom he 
ufed to throw oyt abundance of farcafms equally witty and 
feyere ^. We are told, that he profecuted all her friends 
efpeeially thofe to whomflie had committed the care of her 
funeral 5 that, of th.e many honours decreed her, he admit- 
ted "but very few 5 ^nd that he fuppreffed her lafl will, 
which was not executed till after his death, under his fuc- 
celTor Caius. She died, according to Pliny *, in the eighty- 
fecond, according to Dio CafBus, in the eighty-fixth year 
of her age. 

Though Tiberius allowed his mother no great power, Bnomef 
neverthelefs, as he was indebted to her for tTie empire, he ^ortcruii 
did not openly oppbfe her ; fo that, by her means, many ^^^^ 
innocent perfons were faved from ruin, Sejanus not daring 
to arrogate an authority fuperior to that of a parent. After * 

her death, the prince, and his favourite, bemg freed from 
all reftraint, fet no bounds to their unbridled fury. Letters 
were immediately difpatched to the fenate againft Agrip- fTrites to 
pina and Nero, which were thought to have been written '^' /f»^^ 
before, and fuppreffed by Livia. They were couched in ^"^"^^^ 
terms remarkably fevere; and yet the)^ charged Nero with and^ero^ 
no crimes againft the ftate, but only with unnatural luft, 
and other impure pleafures. Agrippina's known virtue 
fcreened her from any imputations of this nature : her 
haughty looks, however, and her violent, imperious, and 
ungovernable temper, were alleged as crimes againft the 
ftate. . 

Thefe accufations ftruck the whole affembly with terror : DMfian in 
the fathers continued Jong filent, looking with furprifc at ^ktfenatt J 

OH this OCT J 

t Suef. lib. ill. cap. 50. ■ Dio, IrlT. Ivii. p. «03» . '^ Tacit, '^WWf^ 

Ann. lib. v. cap. 1. ^ Plin* lib. xiv. cap. 1%, 

each 
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each otiier, till at length fome, defirous of ingratiating 
themfelves with Sejanus and Tiberius, demanded^ that they 
ihould proceed upon the emperor's letters. The magillrates 
and leading men knew not how to behave on fo critical a 
fubjeft ; for though the expreilions in the letter were very 
bitter, yet all the reft was left ambiguous. At length they 
concurred with Junius Rufticus, whom they thought wefi 
acquainted with the emperor's intentions, fince he had been 
appointed by him to keep a journal of their proceedings. 
Rufticus had never before (hewn the leaft inftance of gc- 
nerofity ; but neverthelefs, either by fome fecret impulfc, 
or becaufe, unmindful of prefent dangers, he dreaded lefs 
JTiberius than the children of Agrippina, he oppofed the 
cruel motion of Cotta Meflalinus, and exhorted the con- 
fuls to fufpend their deliberations, and allow the old man 
time to change his wrath into repentance, fince one mo- 
ment might give a new turn to affairs* At the fame time 
.thp people, carrying with them the images of Agrippina 
and Nero, furrounded the fcnate-houfe \ and, wifliing hap- 
pinefs and profperity to Tiberius, cried out inceflantly, that 
the letters were counterfeit 5 and that the ruin of the 
prince's family was purfued againft his will, and without 
his privity : nothing was therefore concluded that day. 

In the mean time, fevcral fpeeches were difpcrfed about 
the city, faid to have been uttered in the fenate agaiiift Se- 
janus by the confulars ; but all fiftitious, and filled witli 
Si^ami's mod bitter and fatirical refleSions. This infult exafpcrat- 
I'-tttr t9 the ed Sejanus, who immediately upbraided the fenate, in the 
fcMate. (harped terms, with defpifing the rcfenjtment of theprincej 
with liftening to popular and difafFefted harangues ; and 
with pafling new and unprecedented afts. He concluded, 
that nothing was wanted to complete their rebellion, but to 
take armSj-and place at their head tbofe whofe images tbej 
Tihtrtufs had already chofen for their enfigns. Tiberius likewife 
ffcuna let' wrote a fecond letter to the fenate, repeating his reproaches 
ur i» the againft his grandfon and daughter-in-law, and complaining 
fenatt. ^£ Rufticus, the fenate, and the people, for infulting bis 
authority, and defpifing his refentment ; but, at the fafflc 
time, he referved to himfelf the final decifion of the whole 
affair. The fenate hefitated no longer 5 but inftantly de- 
clared, that they were ready to inflift the deferved puniih- 
ment on fuch as had, by their crimes, provoked bis dii- 
A r'hh' a P^^^^"*"^* provided he would allow them, bn fo juftanoc- 
wid^ero cafion, to exert their authority '. Agrippina was condcmn- 
cmdtmut^. ed, and baniflied to the ifland of Pandataria, now known by 

y Tacit. Annal. Ijib. v. cap. 1.— 5. 

the 
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tfie name of S?inta Maria* oppoflte Tarracina and Gaeta. 
We are told, that, as fhe could not forbear reproaching 
Tiberius with cruelty, and bitterly inveighing againft him, 
the centurion, to whofe cuftody (he was committed, gave 
her fo many blows on the face, that he ftruck out one of her 
eyes *. Nero, her eldeft fon, was likewife condemned, and 
baniflied to the ifland of Pontia, now Ponza, near that of 
Pandataria j and Drufus, her fecond fon, by the fame vile 
arts of tSejanus, declared an enemy to the ftate, and kept 
under clofe confinement in the palace. Nero died fooii 
after, fomc fay for want of neceflaries, while others tell us, 
that the young prince, terrified at the fight of the execu- 
tioner, who entered his room with the inftruments of death 
in his hand, as if he had been fent by the fenate, put an 
end to his life by voluntary abftinence *. Agrippina and 
Drufus Kved four years in exile, that is, to the year of 
Chrift 33, when we (hall have occasion to fpeak of their 
tragical end. Cn. Lentulus ^Jsetulicus was this year ap- 
pointed commander of the legions in Upper Germany; 
hi which employment he was continued for the fpace of 
ten years'^. 

The next confuls were L. Caffius Longinus and M. Vini- Extraor^ 
cius. This year the fenate decreed many extraordinary dtnaryk^m 
honours to Sejanus: among the refti it was ordained, that "**"]j/'' 
his birth-day fhould be yearly celebrated ; that his ftatues, Sejauus. 
which were erefted in every quarter of the city, fhould be 
adored ; and that vows and facrifices fhould be offered for 
his fafety. He became, after the difgrace and condemna- 
tion of Agrippina and her children, fo powerful and formi- 
dable, that he was more refpe£led and dreaded than Tibe- 
rius himfelf. As there was no accefs to honburs but through 
his favour, the foldiers, the fcnators, and all -the great men 
of the empire, were entirely at his devotion; fo that, by 
their means, he was immediately informed of all the aftions 
of the prince, while no one dared to difcover to the empe- 
ror the ambitious defigns and views of his minifter *. How- Yn of FL 
ever, the emperor began to fufpe£l him at lafl. Jofephus . *57». 
tells us, that Antonia, the widow of his brother Drufus, ^ ^' ^* 
having received private intelligence of the deep defigns, and ' ' ^^ * 
fccret praftices, of Sejanus, wrote, a detail of them to the Tiberius 
emperor, fending the letter to Capreae.by Pallas, one of her fufpiBt 
mod trufty domeftics, the fame who afterwards became fo ^"^ 
famous under the emperor Claudius **. The empefor, thus 
warned of his danger, and recovering from his infatuation, 

» Suet. ID Tiber, cap, 54. a Idem, cap. 53. »> Dio, lib. liii. 
p. 657. ' c idem, lib. Iviii. p. 653, * Jofcph. Antiq. lib. xviii. 

cap. t. 

began 
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began to cdnfidcr how he might fruftrate the amhitiotiS 
views of hia over-powerful miniftcr, and deliver himfelf 
from the impending ruin. The praetorian cohorts were 
more attached to the minifter than to the fovereign. The 
fenate was entirely at his devotion ; even thofe whom the 
emperor had about his perfon, were fo many fpies in the 
pay of Sejanus : fo that Tiberius was kept in a kind of 
captivity, from which it was not eafy to difengage him- 
fclf: but he furmounted all difficuhies with incredible ad- 
drcfs, which he thought it more advifcable to employ than 
open force, left Sejamis, finding himfelf difcovered, and 
thence driven to defpair, Ihould attempt to feize the empire. 
The firft ftep he took was to remove him from Capreae: 
ifrtth this view he declared his ^ ..eation of taking upon him 
He names the confulate the next year, and named Sejanus for his col* 
kirn f$r his league. This declaration the haughty minifter, not fuf- 
^Jl %/!' peding any fnare, looked upon as the greateft mark of dif- 
fiif, tinclion tte emperor could confer upon him. It is not to 

be doubted that he created him at the fame time a fenator \ 
for Sejanus, five years before, when the emperor left Rome, 
was but a knicht ; and we have not, in the whole Roman 
hiftory, an inftance of a knight being raifed to the confular 
dignity. In the end of the year, Tiberius difpatched Se- 
janus to Rome, to take poffeffion of his new dignity, on the 
calends of January : but the emperor did not remove from 
his tfland, where he entered upon his fifth confulfhip, and 
held it to the fifteenth of May, when he refigned the fafces ^ 
l^ew ho' to Fauftus Cornelius Sylla * (O). As Tiberius continuedto 
mours con- (j^^^ j^e fame afFeftion to Sejanus, the fenate was, for the 
J^^.^^^^ greateft paft of the year, wholly employed in decreeing Him 
^ * new honours. His name was added to that of Tiberius m all 
infcriptioris ; new ftatues were eredled to him, and viflims 
flain before them : a decree paffed, confirming the confulate 
to him and Tiberius for the term of five years \ his houfe was 

t Suet. lib. iii. cap. 16. Noris, £p. Cotif. p. 13. Grut« tnfcnpt 
p. 10S7. 

(O) As the nanife of Sejanus tidius CatuUinus (i), Lr, Ful- 

wa6 rafed out of the confular cinius Trio and L. Pompoiuvs 

tables, federal writers of chro- Secundtis were fubftituted to 

Bides mark the name of Tibe- them. The former held the 

riufe alone this year. Both he confulate to the end of the year; 

and Sejanus refrgned the fafces but Pomponius refigoed it, on 

*betore the conl'ular year ex- the calends of October, to P# 

pifed, the one to Fauftus Cor- Maximus Regulus (2). 



iitliuB Sylla, the other to Sex- 

,(i) Grut. p. 'oS;. («) Vide Pagi, An* 30. 
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crow<led, from morning to night, with perfons of all ranks; 
and the greateft men in Rome were not aihamed to court, 
with the meaheft fubmiffioris, the favour of his flaves and' 
freedmen. • Tiberiws, as Dio Caflius obferves, might have 
been taken for the prince of his fmall ifland, and Sejanus 
for the fovereigu of Rome. * However, feveral prodigies are 
faid to have happened at this time, which feemed to fore- 
bode the dowhtal of the favourite minifter ; but if any deitr, 
fays our hiftorian, had revealed' what happened foon after, 
no one would have believed him ^ 

Tiberius, to found the difpoiition of the fehate and peo- 
ple, and difcover the partifans of Sejanus, wrote frequent 
letters, acquainting the fathers, at one time, that he was 
greatfy iridifpofed j at another, that he was perfeftly reco- 
vered, and defigned, in a fliort time, to return to Rome : 
in feme of his letters he blamed, in others he commended, 
Sejanus. This conduft furprifed the minifter, and his Isfor/akem 
friends, who infcnfibly began to abandon him, perceiving ^?J^?'^^. 
his authority with the prince in fome degree diminiflied. *'/'*'**^'' 
The fenate, however, conferred on hini the proconfular 
power, on his relinquiftiing the cohfulftiip, which he re- 
iigned to Sextidius Catullinus. At the fame time Tiberius 
honoured both him and his fon with a place among the 
pontiffs; but could not, by any entreaties, be prevailed q^ygrius 
upon to give him permiffion to return tpCapreae.* The pre- rtfufeshim 
tence Sejanus alleged for fuch a permiffiort, was to vifit his i^vtu 
future fpoufe, probably Livilla, the widow of Drufus, who J?'*'^" '* 
Was indifpofed ; but his real defign was to fecure the per- **'"'*• 
fon of the prince, whofe guards were all at his devotion. 
Tiberius, to keep him and the fenate in fufpenfe, returned 
no other anfwer to his earneft and repeated entreaties, than 
that he defigned to come himfelf very foon to Rome ^. • 

In the mean time he began to heap honours on Caius, 
furnamed Caligula, the onlv furviving fon of Germanicua 
and Agrippina This youth had accompanied his grand- 
father to Capreje, and artfully concealed, under a deceitful 
appearance of modefty, his favage and inhuman temper. 
He had fo well learnt to difguife his heart, that when his nt chs* 
mother and both his brothers were condemned, not a word, raStr •f 
riot a groan, efcaped him, though all arts were ufed to in- ^.^V ^^* 
flame his refentment, ' Young as he was, he fupprefled, '^* ^* 
with the deepeft diflimulation, all lymptoms of tenderncfs 
and forrow. He was fo obfervant or Tiberius, that he made *^ 
it his whole bufinefs to ftudy the bent of his temper, and to 
fubmit to it in all things. He imitated his looks, afFe^ed 

' pio, lib. lviii« p. 6231 624.. ^ S Idem ibld» p. 625. 
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his words and manner of expreffion, and conformed cteil 
to the change and fafhion of his drefs. Hence th^ obferva^ 
tion of the orator PailienuSi that never lived a better flavci 
nor a worfe mailer. 

T'iberius appointed him this year atiguf, In the room of 
his brother Drufus ; and raifed him, before he had entered 
upon that office, to the dignity of pontiff of Auguftus, be- 
ftowing upon him the higheft encomiums^ as if he defigned 
to appoint him his heir and fucceflbr. This promotion 
awaked the rage and jealoufy of Sejanus, who could not 
forgive himfelf his paft indolence. In the tranfports of bis 
paffion he condemned himfelf for not having taken arms, 
and openly revolted, when he was veiled with the confular 
authority : he reflcf^ed, with the utmoft anguifh^ on the 
many favourable opportunities he had negleded, to fecurc 
the perfon of the prince, and feize the empire ; but the 
great joy the people teftified at the preferments of Caios, 
deterred him, at prefent, from any attempts of that nature. 
At the fame time he had the mortification td behold fome 
of his friends turned out of their employments, and his 
enemies placed in their room : but nothing mortified him 
fo much as a letter from Tiberius to the fenate, concerning 
the death of Nero ; wherein he named Sejartus, without 
the encomiums and commendations which he conftantly 
beftowed on him. Neither did he doubt but the emperor 
had him chiefly in view, when he exhorted the fenate to 
renew and put in execution the decree, forbidding divine 
worfhip to be paid to any mortal man ; for vows were every 
where made, and vi£lims flain, before the (latues of Seja- 
nus : nay, this minifler had arrived at fuch a height of ar« 
rogance, that he joined his adorers^ and, with an irnpn* 
^dence hardly to be matched, offered facrifices to himfelf*. 
After fo many tokens of coolnefs in the emperor towards 
his favourite minifler, many who had profefTed an inviolaUe 
friendfhip for him, began to withdraw, through fear of be- 
ing involved in the calamities which they apprehended 
would foon overtake them, if they did not, oy abandoning 
him in time, confult their own fafety. The crowds which 
daily frequented his houfe, infenfibly diminifhed : few per« 
fons, and thofe not of the firft quality, attended him abroad; 
and no farther mention was made of him in the fenate. 

This difpofition of the Romans encouraged Tiberius to 
come to a final refolution, which was, to fecure himfelf, 
without farther delay, againft the dangers that threatened' 
him, by the utter deflruaion of Sejanus and his friends. 



^ Dio, p. 615, <£<• 
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To f foeeei in fo nice an affair with All pofliUe cautioHi attd 
to prevent Sejanus from putting himfelf upon his defence, gr 
taking anjr defperate meafures, he declared, that he defigned 
to invert him with the tribuoitial power 5 but, in the mean 
time, privately gave the command of the praetorian guards to - • 

Ncrvlu's Sertorius Macro, one in whoni he kne^ he could • ' 

tonfide 5" and difpatchcd him to Rotne, with a letter to the f^« ^rtfn 
fenate, after having communicated to him the contents of ^^'^fi^ 
it, and carefully inftrufted him how to behave with refpcft "*''* 
to Sejanus and the fenate. Macro entered Rome late in 
the night, and immediately imparted his orders to the con* 
. iul P» Memmiu$ Regains, who h^d been fubftituted in the 
place of L. Pomponius Secundus 5 for the other conful| L* 
Fulcinius Trio, was a friertd to Sejanus. Regulus, early 
, next morning fummoned the fenate to affcrtible in the pa- 
lace, whither Sejanus repaired, attended, according tb his 
caftom, by a detachment of the praetorian guards* As he 
entered the palace» he was greatly furprifcd to fee Macro, 
the mere becaufe he had brought no dilpatches for him / 
from the emperor ; but Macro whifpered him in the, ear, 
that he had brought letters to the fenate, wherein the ettv 
peror recommended them to confer upon him the tribunitial 
power. Sejanus, overjoyed at thefe news, entered the pa* 
lace, and there took his place in the temple of Apollo, 
•where moft of the fathers were already aflembkd. 

Macro, having firft Ihew^n to the foldiers of the prsetorian ThetAu- 
£uardhis commiffion from the emperor, appointing him to ^j^^fi^^ 
command them, in the room of Sejanus, and aflured them, t^ifU'^a^ 
that Tiberius had ordered a very confiderabic fum to be diftri- yj©*, 
buted among them, took poffeflSon of his new office, by re- 
manding the troops to their camp without the walls of the 
city- In their (lead, GracinusLaco, who was privy to the 
fecret, and commanded the vigiles, that is, the troops ap-* 
pointed to watch all night and prevent difturbadces, ]^lac<id 
m ftroRg detachment oS bis men at th€ gates of the temple. 
The fathers bein^ affembled. Macro appeared before then% 
Mrith the emperor^s packet in his hand^ which he had no 
iboner prefented to the cbnfuls than he withdre^Rr, haften^ 
ing to the camp, in order to prevent a/iy difturbance that 
might happen in that quarter. Regulus read aloud the ern^^ 
peror's letter, which was long, and written with great cnrfit 
and addrefs} for after a {Nreamble upon other matters, (om^ 
ccSmplaints were niade againft Sejanus, which were imm6* 
diately interrupted by qxiite different aJFairs ^ then followed" 
other CDooqilaiizts,. but witbaut any bittemefif^ of expreifion | 
fo^hat Sejanus hitherto hctrayed no great concern. When, 
at length, the empcfoi^s^ orders vi^ere r^ad, touching the ex« 
Vol. XIL Z . ecution 



338 STi^^ Roman Hjftary, 

^cation of two of his moft intimate friends^ who were prrry 
to his ambitious and treacherous defigns, he was (pruck 
with fuch terror, that he could not utter a fingle word in 
Tiberius their behajf.' Before he recovered from the confteTnadon into 
orders him which thofe fatal orders had thrown him, he heard^ to b^ 
'* 'i"' great furprize, another article relating to himfelfj wherein 
the emperor, in an angry ftyle, enjoined the fathers to 
^ fecure his perfon. The tribunes and praetors, immediately 

quitting their feats, placed themfelves by him, to prevent 
him from making his efcape and raiCng difturbances * (P). 
This article was no fooner read, than the whole temple re- 
founded with curfes and bitter invcdivcs againft the per- 
fon on whom they had, a few minutes before, beftowed 
'the highcft comiiiendations. Some inveighed againft him, 
from the hatred they bore him, and others, through fear 
of being reckoned amongll his friends. Though all the fe- 
nators declared againft him, neverthelefs, as he had many 
friends and relations among them, the conful Reguius 
thought it advifeable not to propofe condemning him to 
death, nor even to gather the fuffrages of the whole afiembly. 
He therefore only afked the opinions of fome, whom he 
fuppofed the moft impartial and unprejudiced ; and find- 
ing they were for committing him to prifon, he condu£ted 
him thither, attended by Gracinus Laco, and all the magi- 
itratefi. A memorable inftance of the viciflitude of for- 
tune, and the inftability of all human grandeur ! He was 
followed from the palace to the prifon by immenfe crouds, 
the populace loading him with curfes, upbraiding him with 
the many murders he had committed, and infulting him 
with bitter farcafms. His confufion was fo great, that, not 

* Dio, p. 616,617. Juv. Sat. X. ver. ^1—95. 

(P) Suetonius tells us, that toprefent him to the fenateaod 

in this letter Tiberius betrayed people, and even to declare him 

a meannefs of fpirit altogether emperor. He had ieveral ihipi 

unworthy of a prince, begging, ready to put to fea, and convey 

aaiongfl other things, of the fe- him to fome of his legions, if 

nate, that they would fend one his aifairs at Rome ihould not 

, of the confuls, with a convoy take a good turn. He remained 

t)f foldiers, to condu6tto Rome the whole time upon the top of 

^ poor old man, fbrfaken by all. a high rock, to know, by ccr- 

The fame author adds, that he tain fignals agreed, on, what 

was under fuch apprehenBons, palfed in the capital, fearing the 

that he had given private orders meflengers might betray him, 

ta Macro to fet Drufus, in cafe or not bring him the news with 

pf any dillurbance, a$ liberty, the neceffary expedition (i). 

* (ijSuet. inXib. cap.6s. 
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Sibk to bear thefe reproaches, he threw fcis robe over hS InfulteJly 
head in order to cover his face \ but the guards obliged hitt{ thtpgopU* 
to ihew himfelf to the multitude, eager to fee him humbled^ 
and to infult a tyrant who had fo long trampled upoii them* 
At the fame time the populace, in a fudden tranfport, over-i 
turhed and broke in pieces all his ftatues, thofe very ftiitues> - 
which a few hours before they had adored. 

The fame day the fchate affenlbled the fcc6nd time hi the 
temple of Concord, near the prifon 5 when the fathers, 
iinding all quiet in che city by the care and vigilance of 
Macro, Granicus and the conful Regulus pronounced, 
without delay, feiltence of death againft i^lius Sejanus, ac- 
cufed and found guilty of high treafon. The fentence was Vr. of F). 
immediately put in execution, notwithftanding the late law> f^V^* 
indulging ten days refpite to every criminal after condem- y 'q ' y* 
nation. His body was expofed, like thofe of common male- ' 
faflors, on the Scalae Gemonise, and afterwards abandoned Condemmd 
to the rage of the populace, who dragged it for three days and txi- 
through the ftreets of Rome, and mangled it to fuch a de- ^^^'^ 
gree, that the executioner could fcarce find a limb entire to 
throw, according to cuilom, into the Tiber ^. 

The death of Sejanus was followed by a general (laughter nigemral 
of his friends and relations. Tiberius, after having for a flaugkter of 
courfe of years cut off every man who was obnoxious to this Sijanus*j 
execrable favourite, now deftroyed every man who had been /'*''**'' 
in his good graces. He fpared none who was accufed of 
liaving intelligence with Sejanus ; and any circumftance, 
the mod fortuitous, the moft flight or fooHfh, ferved for 
proof of fuch intelligence. The ftreets of Rome were dyed 
with blood ; perfons qf all ranks, without diftitiftion of fex 
or age, were butchered, and their bodies caft into the pub- 
lic ftreets ; neither their acquaintance nor kindred were al- 
lowed to approach or bewail them, nor even at laft to be- 
hold them. Spies were placed every where to watch their 
countenances. and the figns of forrow ; and when they pu- 
trefied and became noifome, and were thrown into the Ti- 
ber, whether they floated in the ftream, or were caft upon 
the banks, no one ventured to give them the rites of fepulture. 

The chief friends and favourites of Sejanus, who could 
give the leaft umbrage, being to a man maflacred, the fenate 
ordered the two remaining children of the wicked minifter 
to be executed, in order to cut ofi^ the whole family. Se- fJii txim* 
janus had three children, of whom the eldeft fon was al- tionofSe* 
ready put to death, as Tacitus fccms to infinuatej but we J^V!^^ 
are quite in the dark as to the circumftanccs of his execution^ ^^^'^'^ 

k Dio, p. 617— $t9. Sciiec. de Tranq. cap. ix. Juv. Sat. x. 
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pcc^med by the lamentable chafioi in Tadtus's Anna&y 
whkh has robbed us of the detail of many remarkable iscU 
dents. The unhappjr children* were immediately hunied^e 
prlfom ; the boy, fenfible of his impending deaths but ihc 
girl fo ignorant of it^ that (he often afked whither they 
Ragged her, a^d for what fault ? adding^ that if (be had 
done any thing amifs, tl^y might take the rod and whip 
her, and that £he would do fo no more* Bat the fenate had 
no regard either to her age or innocence \ (he was^ by the 
common executioner, ftran^ed in prifon with her bf oibeff 
and the tender bodies of both firft ex^fed on the^ Scalae 
Gemonisis, and thence dragged, with an iron hook, thiougli 
the city, and thrown into the Tiber. We are told by fome 
writers of that time, that as it was a thing unheard of to vn^ 
nifh a virgin with death, the executioner deiow^red her 
juft before he tied the rope '• 
^k<rtHf Every one hoped chat after the execution of Scjanos^ and 

more cruet his accomplices, the reign of Tiberius would prove more 
than even ^^^d^ ^,j^^^ ^^ jj^^^ powerful and cruel favourite they chiefly 
imputed the many executions wbieh had oceafibned fucfa ai 
dreadful havock. of their beft citizens: but when they ex- 
pelled fome alleviation of their evils, they found tbemfelves 
involved in greater calamities than ever, the emperor grow<^ 
ing daily more cruel, and from this time commencing, as it 
• were, an open enemy to his people, and delivering hsm£dr 
up to cruelty without reftraint, and to every abomination, 
even to rapacioufnefs and plunder; a vice to which he lA* 
therto feemed to have no inclination. No perfon, bo^ov^vet 
virtuous and cautious, could he fafe ; for it was not enoi^ 
for them to be upon their guard z^ainft the ihares of we 
accufers, and the falfe reports of informers, but they- were 
liable to be facrificed to the jealoufy and conjedures of the 
emperor, when they thought tbemfelves fecure by the ia* 
npcence, not only of their a£):ion6» but even of their dionghts. 
. He was under perpetual apptrebenfions of the great lords 
of the fenate. : their wealth and race, nay, their poTerty, 
names, and (|Malityj^ gave him o&nce : he was aUnoft equal^ 
Spans ly jealous of friends and enemies ; thofe who adviled him 
wtod)^. ijO council, thofe who diverted him at his Irifure-hourS) fell 
all, at lengthy victims to his furious and diftruftful temper. 
He was fo afraid of coniiderable men» and> fo unwilling to 
give them employments, that fome, vchot were appointed 
governors pi provinces, were never allowed to go tbidier;, 
infpmuch that great provinces, for a courfe oB yeai^ "wtm 
\Qk deilicujte of their gaiccrnors, and abandoned tOi tht 

V , ^ Dlo, lib> lix capi 9« . 

1 . ' . ^ mercy 
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G9i^^h the >|>o^)er <E»F ^te^itig th^ ftstfc, tkii i^lfi^g 
titt pvthlic Iem9. This yblir Apioiita) %h6m Sejanus had 6%- 
vbit<sa^ in hopeft of tn^prtihg LiVia oi* LiviiU, fhe widow 
of 8!rtt()i§, ibeihg the bbdtes of he^ thildren publiclv ex- 
pbied aittohg thole 0f tfafeH:>ther criminals, ^c^uainted Tibe* 
rfu^ "«rtth the matoitcf (rf hi& foil DriiftWd death, wkh an 
intehtic^ to tormem hltn ^, Uhd then laid violent hands on 
httt^. TihefiAn^, who had afcribed his fon's death to his Is mfarmd 
owTi kfttertipetahce, and irffegular ^ife, Whs fo tranfported ^f thifi' 
With rtfcgc, when he undterftood he had becft po'tfoned by a '^^f. 
CTOi^racy of LiriBa and Sejanus^ that he refolved to exter- ^^^{^1 * 
minate all thofe who had evet ftiewn the leaft token of 
ftiendfliip to eitfcer » ( 'Q^). Such ^s hfe ccmd^Aiwned in the rarms w* 
ifland of Capreae^ were from a totk thrown headlong Into /«»^« •/ 
the Tea, whei« a nuniber of fcamcn wfcfc ftatiohed, with ^ ^»M>* 
their oars and long pcllea, to difpatch thah. He fiiffet'ed 
none to be executed^ till they hiad todergofte the rtioft cx- 
qwifite tornpients enielty itfeff cotrld Invent 9 for he efteemed 
death as To flight a punifcment, that wherf*:e heard one 6f 
his prifonersj nanted Carhuliiis> had kill6d himfelf, he cried 
out, •* Carnulins has cfciped ihe.^ Oiie of his prifoneHs 
begging htm to haften liifl execution,^ ^ No (anfwered Ti-- 
berius), you and I are riot ^et fuch good friends V Not- 
withftanditig the feverity with which he pnniihed others,- 
Di6 Caffiiis tells us, that he was indihed to pardon Livilla^ 
his daughter4n-law, from regard tb he^ mother Antonia ; 
but that Antonia herfelf oppofed ftich an unfeafonable in- 
ftance of mercy; fo that Livilla was this year, by Tiberius's LMffapni 
order, ftarved to death ^ toiiiath. 

In the following year, Cn. Domnios Ahenobarbus \nd 
Fttritts Gamillus Scriboniantts hiding colifuls, feve're or- 

m Bio, Kb. Kx, p. 6ftS. a Suet Hb, ii|. ca^. 6a. • Dio, 

lib. ix« p» 6a$. 

. ( OJ Suetonius tells us, that put to the rack, having, at that 

he applied himfelf to the exa- time, nothing in his thoughts 

ifaination of the affair fo fenouf- biit blood, torments, and re* 

ly, that word being brought venge. The fame writer adds, 

htm, while he was receiving that afterwards, when he was 

the d^pofitions of fome witncf- fhiiible of his miftake, he com- 

fes, that en inhabitant of Rhodes mandedWhe innocent Rhodiaa 

was arrived, at whofe houfe he to be privately murdered, left 

ba4 lodged, and whom he had he ihould divulge the injury he 

inviced byunany kind letters, he had received, 
lounediately ordered him to be 
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4crs were paffed againft the ftatufss and memory ojp Lijnllftj 
a^d the fenate deaeed that th^.effed^qf Sejaniia Qiould be 
taken out of the public treafury, apd placed in that of the 
emperQr- This, was t4ie motipn of Scipio> ' Silan^s, and 
Caffius, the principal n^en in the fenate, who all rugged it 
aimoft in the fame wprdsi and with great zeal and ^9ger- 
nefs. T^gonius Gall^s mpyed» that Tiberius (houlfl-gl^fe 
tweqty fen^tojs to wait upon hiitii ^nder a^n^s, apd defend 
his perfon, as often as he entered ^.fenate. , The emperor^ 
who \yras too. wiC^ to allow the fenfilprs arms, returned them 
thanks for fu^h ^0 inftance of aSe£lion ; but reje^iedji and 
even, turned into ridicule, th^ motions as well a$. the awtbc^ 
Qf it ; adding, that he did npt thi^k his Ufc of f^9l| im* 
portance.to have it thus guarded. . . ;•. 

Junius Gallio Jnoved, tha^ the praetorian foldierst after 
their te^rm of.fervicc, flioulfi jji^ye. .^^-privilcge of fitting in 
the theatre^ among the .Romap tk!i»igbjt§« This pit^ofal w^s 
bighl,y refented by Tiberius, wh^, in,ii^ letter jto the fenate, 
attacked GsUlio with great warp^t^j den^atiding, ^af. he 
bad been prefent, . what hufiiiej^ l¥^d-'Gal|io with: th^ ibl- 
diersj whofe duty it was to obferye oply the orders of the 
fmpcror, and from the emperor aloije to receive their re- 
wards ? Gallio, indeed, meant.to flajtter;; b>it Tibfriushigh^ 
ly refenting tha^ motion, .Kvhich^. he affirmed, tended to 
C9rrupt the nailitary difcipline, and feduce the minds of the 
fpldicrs, he was inftantly expelled the fenatc, andt^anifhed 
Italy, He cbofe^the iiland of ,Ldbos for the place of )m 
baniflimcnt ; but the fenate, thinking his exile^wpuld be too 
eafy there, put him under clofe .confinement, in the botife 
of a magiftrate., Such was the reward of hisbafc flattery. 
At the fame time the emperor demanded the death "of Scx- 
trius Faconianus, 'who had confpired with Sejanus to c€vp- 
pafs the ryin of Caligula ; but h^- efcapedj by making an 
ample difcovery of the plot, and naming all who'w^ere con- 
cerned in it . Among thefe was Latinius Latiaris, of whofe 
dctcftable charafter we have already fpoken. He was one 
of the mod abandoned informers, in Rome, and had pro- 
cured the deftruftion of many itluftrious citizens ; but now 
met his juft fate, beinjj, to the great joy of the whole city, 
condemned and executed. 

The next perfon accufed wasCotta Meflalinus, the moft 
forward man in the fenate to gratify, on ail occafions^ the 
crnelty of Tiberius ; and therefore uniyerfally bated. He 
was charged with having fpoken contemptuoufiy ^R) of Ca* 

liguh, 

(R) He had traduced C»K- dalouE debaucheries, ar a pathio^ 
gula, as guiity of the moll fcan- as one deilitute of all fliame and 

mode% : 
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ngula, Livia Augufta^ and of Tiberius bimfelf ; and the 
charge wa^ proved by men of the firft rank in Rome. Cotta, 
Appealing to Tiberius, a letter was foon after, brought from 
him, in behalf of the criminal ; wherein, after relating the 
beginniiig of his friendfliip with Cotta, and his many good 
fcrvices ro bi'mfelf, he befought the fathers not to wrelt in- 
to crimes words perverlly conflrued, and humorous tales 
told at ^n entertainment (S). In confequence of this in- 
terpofition, the fathers not only difcharged Cotta, but in- 
fliSed on Csecilianus the fenator, who was the chirf evi- 
dence againJd him, the fame puniihment which had been 
formerly decreed againft the accufers of Lucius Arruntius> 
one of the mod virtuous men in Rome^ but what this pa- 
nifliment was, wc find no where recorded p. 

While raoft men were renouncing the charafter of friends 
tbSejanus, a Roman knight, named Marcus Terentius, be- 
ing accufed on this account, owned the charge before the. 
fenate, in the following fpeecb, which deferyes to be re- 
corded : ** It would perhaps be more wife in me,, confcript l^ke noble 
fathers, to deny than to acknowlege the crime with which M^^^^rf 

p Tacit. Ann* lib. ri. cap. 3*— 10. Suet. lib. iii. cap. 67. ' Teremius. 

modefty : in celebrating amoog ter was very remarkable j for he 
the priefts the birth-day of Li- introduced it with the following 
via, the emperor's mother, he .words: " What to write to you> 
had fpoken of her wifh difre- confcript fathers, or in what 
fpc6t, without fparing Tiberius manner to write to you, at this 
himfelf: in complaining of the time, if I know, may all the 
peat fway which Manius Lepi- gods doom me to greater ago- 
du8 and Lucius Arruntius, with nies than thofe under which I 
whom he had a fuit about mo- feel myfelf daily periling !** 
ney, bore in the fenate, he had Such were the horrors that 
faid, ** They, indeed, will be haunted him,' even among the 
fupported by tbp fenate, but I rocks of Capreae ; though hard- 
by my little Tiberius," Thefe ly acceilible to men, yet< the]f 
were the crimes alleged againft .could not keep off the avenging^ 
bim ; and to any other the charge furies that purfucd him, nor 
would have proved fatal; bi.it as* inture his tranquility 'This 
he fhidted in iftvery thing fo gra- ' great prince, this fOvereign of 
tify the cruel temper of Tibe- Rome, with his numerous ar- 
litis, and was the author, as our mies, with his prsetorian bands, 
hiiloTiaa tells us, of almoft every and his unlimited power, was 
bloody counfel^ the emperor in hourly fear of fecretailaflins, 
took him under his protection, inqeffantly racked by his owa 
and Ihewed that mercy to him, . apprehenfions ; andconfecjucnt-. 
i^hich he would have denied to ly , with all the dignity of em« 
the moft worthy man in the pire, the moft miferablc being 
fenate. .in his dominions. 

(S) The beginning of his let- 
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I am charged; but whatever be the refialt* I^rannoty I vitt 

not, deny it. I therefore owiii and pubUcIy aeclarc;, th^ 
I was one of3ejanu8'8 friends ^ that I courted and fi>^ght 
his friendfhip ; that I gloried in iU after I bad gained it» 
And what wonder that I did fo ? I faw Sejanus joined 
with his father in the command of the prsetorian guards^ 
and next governing the ftate and the foldiery^ horn as a 
minifter and a general : his kinfmea and friends wereraifed 
to the firft employments ; as every man was in credit with 
Scjanus, he was favoured by Tiberius j fuch, ob the con«' 
trary, as incurred his difpleafurc, were perfecuted without 
mercy. Of this I need not give any inftances* Sejanua 
therefore the Volfinian wa$ not the man we cou^teds but Sc^ 
janus engrafted into the Claudian and Juliaji families j^ Se« 
janus, your fon-in^law, O Caefar ! your colleague in the 
confulfliip, your favourite, and, under you, <:barged with, 
the adminiftration of the empire. It does npt belong to im 
to jud^e, who he is whom you think fit to raiib above tbc 
reft, nor on what confiderations you have raifed him- To 
you the gods have left the fuprcme difpdal pf all things, 
and to us the glory of obedience. We only behold the out- 
ward appearance of thmgs)- wr perceive upon whom you 
beftow wealth and honours, to whom you truft the greateft 

Sower of relieving or oppreffing us, which no man Can deny 
ejanus to have had : out to pry into' the fccret thoughts o£ 
the prince, and thedefigns which he induftridi^fly cenceals^ 
is both unlawful and dangerou^. Let us not, conscript £»«• 
thers, fix our thoughts on the laft day of Sej^nus, but re* 
member him for the fpace of fixteen yeard ) daring whtdi 
time we adored fuch of his retainers at Satrius and Pompo* 
nius, ar^ efteemed it a great honour to be ac^uai^ted wjkh 
bis porters and freednren. I fpeA here of tbofe only wiw 
were guiltlcfs of hi« laft defigns. Let thofe be punifliedt 
whoconfpired with him againft the ftate, who wete privy 
to his wicked attempts upon the life pf the prince j tiotfaim 
ean be more juft : but as for us, who are charged only.wim 
offices of friendftiip, and inftances of benevolence towards- 
Sejanus, you cannot condemn us,' Q Cxfi^r) without cob« 
demning, at the fame time, yourfelf." 

The Freedom of this fpeech, and the joy that one was st. 

Ua found, who had oourafc enou|[h to declare aloudirkat 

they ail thought in their hearts, had fuch t powerful etMt 

who is ah' upon the minds of the fathers, that Terentius was abfolved, 

fihfd^ and his accufers, for this and other crimes, ^cre condemo** . 

cd, fomc to baniihment, and others to death ^f Tiberius 



« Tacit. Ann. lib. vi, cap. S; 3. 
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hifiifelf approved of the proceediaga of the fenate <m thk 
occafion^ probably not daring to oppofe^ txiuh fpoken with 
fuch liberty, and lb genera^y applauded ; but what induced 
liim to difiemUe an affront offered bimi at this time, by h*. 
SejaiUiS the praetor^ probably one of t|)e difgraced niiniiterV 
kinfmeu^ is no pafy matter to guefs ^ for the praetoft '^ the 
(bews.wbich he exhibited in virtue of bis pijSice, employed 
f dch only as virere bald ; and difpofed five thoufand boyi^ 
ajl Ihaved, with .torches in their handfi» to light the CpcGt^ 
tors borne. No perfon doubted but this was done to deride 
Tiberius, who was bald; Uit, neverthekfs, he took no 
zpore notice pf it tbaa if be had never iieard -of the ines*. 

Next carge letters from Tiberias againft Sextus Veftilim^ 
formerly prxtor, whom. Tiberius had long fmce admitted 
into bis friendfliip, from refpe£t to his brother Drufus, to 
whom Veftilius was exceeding dear. He was accufed o£ 
having compoied a fatire againft Caligula, reproacbiie^ him ' 
'yriththe lewdnefs of his life. Tiberi«us forbad mm hisubles a 
djilkrace which fp affected him, that be refolved to defluroy him« 
ijdil. Accordingly, having with a trembling and feeble .hand, 
ai he was very old) opened his veins, he bound them up, and 
^rote a letter to^be prince, imploring his mercy ; m»c TL^ 
berius returning \him an angry aAfurer, he opened tbem 
:^in, and bled to death. Mot even women efcaped the 
emperor's fury ; as they could not be charged with defigns 
of ufurping the fovexeign power, their tears were made 
tneafonable; and Vltia» the. mother of C* Fufius Gkminos, 
oonful three years, before, was coadeomed and executed in 
her old age, for lamentiug the death of her fon, condemn* ^ibtriut 
ed by the fenate* Neither did Tiberius fpare his own /acnfices 
friends s for he facrificcd Vefpularius Fiaccus and Julius A«^«w» 
Marinus, two of his oldeft friends, who had followed him A*'*^^ 
to Rhodes, and even attended him at Capreseu The former 
bad aded a chief part in the trial and condemnation of Xibo 
Drufus ; and the latter had been employed by Sejanus to 
procure the ruin of Curtius Atticus This year died Lu- Lucius Fif% 
cius Pifo, whojj being Cubftituted to Taurus Statilius in the ^^** 
government of Rome, difcharged that important office with 
fuch fidelity, that, by a decree of the fenate, he was dif« 
tmgttiftied ^rth a pubfic funeral. He had obtained a tri- 
umph for his warlike exploits in Thrace, was univerfally 
efteemed and beloved, and neverthelefs died, in the eigh- 
tieth year of his age, by the courfe of nature ; a rare thing* 
^s our billorian obferves, in a man of great parts, and of 

' Dio, lib. Iviii, p. 633* 
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foch an illaftrious dcfcent •. A motion was .aft'erwaT^f* 
made in the fenate by^^indilianas, tribune of the people^ 
concerning a book of the Sibyl, which Caninius Galiusi 
one of the college- of fifteen, had intreated might, be re- 
oeived' a^ong the reft of that prophetefs. Thfe decree 
paffed without oppofition 5 but Tiberius, in t letter t6 the 
ftnate, defired, that the book might Qrft be examined by 
the quindecimvirs. 

This year the dearth of com occafioned fome commo- 
tionS'in the city, the people urging their wants in the thea-- 
tre with, great freedom, or rather Hcentiotifnefs. Tiberius, 
alarmed'^t -theirboldnefs; cenfured, in a meflage to the fe- 
nate, both them, and the magift rates for not quelling, fay 
their aothority, the mutitious populance. Thfe reproach 
ftimulated the fathers'- to pdfs a fevere edid againft rioters. 
Other ar- idd fuch as didurbed the public tranquility. About the end 
rai^nments ^i the year,- Geminus, Pbmpeius, and Jfulius Celfus, all 
and txtcu' Roman knights, were arraigned of treafo*, and condemned. 
Geminus was indeed one cf Sejanus's friends, but had never 
been trtifted by him with his private defigns ; however, 'he 
w^s executed with Pompelu's : butCelfus, by ftrctching his 
chain oyer his bead, and Aratning wifh great violence againft 
Jti brolie- his neck) and efcaped the infamy of « public ex- 
ecution *• This year Tiberius, having eroffed the channel 
between Capreae^ and Surrentum, failed ^long the coaft rf 
Campania, and, entering the Tiber, as if he defigned to 
proceed to Rome, came as-far as the gardens on that rive^ 
having fifft pofted guards ail along the banks, to keep off 
the multitude ; but he advanced no farther, being afliamed 
ef his cruelties and abominable lufts, and impatient to re^ 
tum to his glpomy rocks and beloved folitude, where Kc 
rioted, without check or controul^ in the moft infarobo^ 
and unnatural debaucheries \ 

The next confuls were, Servius Sulpicius Galba (T) and 
L. Cornelius Sylla Felix. This year Tiberius difpofed of 

his 

■ > Tacit. Anna], lib. vi. cap. 30, it. Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 63}. 
t Tacit, Ann. lib. vi. cap. r^, 14. « Idem ibid. cap. 1. Soet. 

in Tib. cap* ja. 

(T) Servius Sulpiciiu& Galba the name of Ot,ho is not marked 
WSJ6 afterwards raifed to the e CD- in the confular tables, Onu- 
pire. Suetonius obferves, tbat pbrius, Caffiodorus, and tbq 
he fucceeded^ in the confulfliip, learned cardinal Noris, con- 
Cn. Domitius, the father of elude, that he was fubftituted 
Nero; and was fuocecded by to Galba. Lucius Vitellius, 
Salvius Otho, the father of the one of the following year's con- 
emperor of the fame name. As fuls, was father to Aulus Vi- 

tcllius^ 
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l»i^ two grand-daughters, who were now of age, bellowing 
)I)rufilla on Lucius CaflTius, and Julia on Marcus Vinicius. 
On. this occafion he.rdifpatched to the fenate a (hort com- 
mendation of the young men^ ^hen. touching upon the; 
caiif^ss pf his ahience, ar^d; the. -hatred aPid ill-wiU he had* ^ . 

dr^wi} upon himfelf by his zeal for th^ r^pulplic, he defiredf 
that Marco,. c;omiiaander of the praetoriap guards, with fow^; '^^^'"^ 
£ew tribunes and centurions, might alw^tys attend him into- *^'^^J ^* 
the fenate. The fathers readily granted him his requeft,- ^ 
without any limitation ejtjier to the number or condition of 
th^ guards who wece. to, accompany hiiji .^ ; and they de-; 
creed, th^t whenever tb^ prin^ce came to th^ fenate, all tbc: 
i^epatqrs fhould be fear^cbed) to prevent their carrying armis^ 
VPdlpr their robes *. But notwithftanding the precaution^ 
Tiberius never appeajred in the fenate^. nor entered the wall^ 
of Rome, though h^rcame fpmetimcs to the very gate$, for 
thje moil part by.folitaryrand by-ways,, and then retreated, 
with muchprecij^tation*:, Great diilMrbances being raifed, 
bj^fh^ debtors, 4l)e en^eror, to yield fome relief, declared,^ 
that 1^9 wpuld l^iid a hv^ndred thoufand great fefterces, for 
the tiqriq^^f ^ree, years, . without intcyeft, provided each 
borrav^r mjortgaged, inland, double the, value of wh ait he 
torrowed : nut this gqn^rofity did not in, the leaft allay the 
pUblic/hatred which) th^ emperor drew upon himfelf by bis 
^rufities, many illuftriPjUS perfons being this year condemn- 
ed and executed, and^many others banifhed, upon the moft 
growdleis fufpicioni (ilJjt ■ . g^ 

w I'jicit. Anna!, lib, vi. wp. 15. * Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 633. 

tjellius,. who was likewife em- lentenced to exile ; her huf- 

pef6r,andfucceededOtho. Ta- band, and his father, two men 

cxtus telJs us, that Tiberius hav- of great diftin6tion among the 

ing fent for Galba, during his Greeks, were both executed ; 

confulfhip, and iifted him upon but het father, an illuflrious 

feveral fobjefts, he, at laft','told Roman knight, and her brother,- 

him in .Greek, that one day he , once pr«eor^ prevented their ex* 

ftiould tafte' of empire, iignify- ^cution by a voluntary death, 

ing thereby his ftiort fovereign- The crime laid to their charge 

ty (2). was, that Macrina's huiband be- 

(U) Among thefe^ Confidius ing defcended from Thcopha- 

Proculus, while, void of all ap- nes, who had been one of the 

prehenfion, he was celebrating confidants of Pompe]^ the Great, 

his birth-day, was fuddenly ac- they had aU paid divine honours 

cufed of treafon, hurried to the to that illuftrious Greek. The 

fenate, condemned, and exe- death of Sextus Marius, the 

cuted. Pompeia Macrina was moft wealthy roan in Spain, re* 

(z) Tacit. Annal. lib, vi. cap., so. 

fleaed 



j4^^ fh Reman Hiftery. 

So msny bloody exectttiond, lAftetd ti Aftittliiyg, feml 
only to infltfiic Tiberius's crueky ; fof ifcis year hfc Witt* 
jigmirtd niftnded all thofc to be pat to death, wiltiOtit difttftSton of 
wf^aerttf fes Of ftge, who were confined undeir fttctrfation of anyat- 
^^""^^9 tachmem to Sejaims r j infemach that twenty welt eiecuted 
/*"*• on one day, and among them fcverel tromen andchildiiRi; 
their bodies were ezpofed on the Sci^ Gemoni^i irom 
. thence, with iron books, dragged thtough the city, andthta 
thrown into the Tiber, The butcherr, fays Tadtns, wai 
dreadful and general; the carcafes of the noble and ignoUe 
lay cKpofcd to the fnn ; thofe of every fcx and age fcalttrtd 
up and down, or i^ominionfly thrown together in heapt; 
^eir fnrvif ing (riends were not allowed to approach ifaeifi, 
to bewail, or eren behold them ; but h>iind the dend, gn«tl8 
were placed to watfeh the countenances, and obfemtfte 
appearance of grief; When the bodies b^an to ptitri^, 
mcy were dragged to the Tiber, where they floated, or were 
driTcn apon the banks, no man d:iKng"tO burnortoncb 
them, the force of fear haying cut tVall intercourieof bo* 
manity, and banfcfhed every ^mptom of pity and tendemcfs*. 
Among the reft who pcnflied this year were Aiec rf tie 
ntoft ifldJrious ' perfons of the fcmpirc, A£ttiiis OsJlas, 
Df ofus the foh of Germanicus, and the celebrated Agrij>» 
nedioik mna. Afinios Galius was the fon of the famous MiiiM 
0/4fmus rolljo, one of Auguftus's' chief f^^uritcs, and'ttanW 
<^^^ Vipfania the dKoghter of Afrippa, after Tiberias hiti tfr 
Yorced her, to marry Julia : fo that his children werebrt^ 
thers to Drufus, whom Tiberius had by Vipfania, n ep bcwa 
to Agrippina, ^iid nearly related to the Caefars. Tmrm 
bad long detefted him^ on account of his marrying Vip&« 
nia, but, with his ufual difCmulaiion, concealed his batrei 
till this period, wh^n Callus beingp we know not aW 
what bufinei^, difpatched to hioa by the fenate» be rocetfei 
him in a moft obligiiiig mainn^y bat, at the faaie tba^ 
wrote to the fenate^ requiring his condemnation ^ fo thftt Ae 
very day he was enieitained as a familiar friend at the em- 
peror's table at Caprtae, he was condemned as a traitof at 
Rome, and a praetor was fcnt to fee the fentence put in tit" 

r Tacit. Ann. lih. vi. ^ap. 19. » Idem ibid. 

Sc^hd great di%race upon Ti* immenfe riches had occatod 
hcrtus ; for though he was ac- his ruin; and, indeed^ ootvith- 
cufed of inoell with bis daugh- out goadgrouods, Tiberias fatt- 
ier, and for that crtroe^ as was ing, after his condemnarioo^ap- 
preteoded^ thrown headbng propi iated to himfelf bis mbe* 
from the Tarpeian rock, yet it of gold, though forfeited to the 
was commonly believed, that Kts piiUic« 

cution* 
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Ctttion.' Ilowerer,. tbv, kikiunan tyrant woiitd wsl allows 
YkVBBL tQ be immeiiiaitel^ dofpatched, but caufed him to be 
Itept under clofe connnsment, no one being fufi^red to 
cQcnc n«af him> except his guards, left he fhould, by a 
^FoluiKtairy death, pnt ao end to hia .miferies. He periihed 
at length, after three years painfull caniittementy through 
famine. The pleafure of the emperor being confulted^ 
whether he would fufer hint to be baried, he was not 
afha;med to reckon his allowing the iaft offices to be paid to 
faini a^ a particidar favour*. 

Darufus was condemned by the empevor to be ftarved ; Tht d€aitk 
ktH protraded hts iifenine d^ys, by feeding, for want ^J Drufus^ 
of other fuftenancc, on the flocks or his bed. The in* ^^ a^^ 
human monfter, not fatiated with the death of his ^mad* dalbmske" 
fon, pttflued hiin e?eh beyond the grt^ with cruel invec* havi^wef 
tives^ and, in a- kttcr to the fenate, charged him with Tiherims m 
many heinous crimeG, ordering, at the fame time, the ^^ 
minutes of his words and a£l:ions to be read; which had 
h}«ig and daily been regiftered by perfons exprefly appoint* 
ed to obferve his looks^ and watch all liis adions» and 
note down every expreifion,. every complaint, he uttered^ 
The recital of this journal filled all who heard it with her* 
ror : and, indeed)^ that a grandfather ifaould appoint perfbns 
to notice all the a6lions, fhould have all the weakneufes^ or 
crimes, of his gratxifon, regiftered by fecret fpies, and 
^us- expofed to the world, argues fucfa treachery and mean"* 
me&y as would hardly be credited, were it not attefted by 
the moft eminent writers -of antiquity. Tacitus quotes the 
letters of Adius the cen^rion, and Didymus the freedman^ 
declaring particularly the names of the flaves appointed to 
abufe and provoke Drufus, with the feveral parts they aft- 
edf in order to extort from him complaints againft Tibe- 
rius* The centurion to whofe cuftody he was committed, 
being* introduced to the fenate, repeated, in the prefiroce 
of the fathiers, his outrageous language to the young 
prifice ; witK the. words uttered by that unfortunate youth, 
while fuifering under the agonies of hunger. 
' He told them that Drufus^ at firfl, pretending to be 
diftra£iedy vented, in the fiyle of a madman, difmal im* 
precations againft Tibet ius 5 but afterwards, finding bis 
doom inevitable, he invoked, with great delU>eration and 
fedatenefs, tlie vengeance of the gods, befeeching them, 
that^ as Tiberius had mafTacred ms daughter-in-law, his 
nephew, bis grand-childcen^ and filled with ilaughter his 
whole houiie, fo. they woul(4 '^o^ juftke to the anceftors. of 

a Tacit. Ann. lib. vj. cap. ijt Dio, lib. Iviii* p. Wie- 
the ' 
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the Haiti, in juftice to their poftciity, avenge oh thisnialt 
of blood fo many^ crael and barbarous murders. The fena* 
tors, hearing the coiturion* broke out into loud exclama^ 
tions, as if they detefted thofe imprecations ; but they were 
ftruck with amazement, in hearing the detail of the bar^ 
barities pra£lifed by tlu: emperor's orders upoii his grand* 

fon ^ 

The death of the fon was followed by that of the mother^ 
which happened on the feventeenth of Odober. Agrippina 
had been confined before the difgrace of Sejanus^ after* 
whofe execution ihe hoped Tiberius w6uld ufe her and her 
fon Drufus with more humanity^ but finding him no lc& 
The death implacable than before, (he ended her miferies, by abftain*^ 
•fAgrip^ ingirom all food (X) The emperor obferved tXHthe fenate^ 
pma. ^\^^^ (j^^ ^jg j Qi^ t}i^ f3Qi^ j^y on which Sejanus had been 

executed, two years before ; adding that fach a day ought 
to be particularly diftinguiflied: nay, he boafted of hi« 
clemency, fince he had not caufed her to be ftrangled, and 
her body to be expofed on the Scalae Gremonix, and thence 
dragged to the Tiber. For this inftance of mock-mercy the 
fenate foJemnly thanked him, and, decreed, that, on the 
feventeenth of 0£lober, the day of the death of Agrippina 
and Sejanus, a yearly ofiering Ihould be confecrated to Jif» 
pitcr Capitolinus for ever *^. 

. The death of Agrippina procured that of her dedared 
enemy Plancina,the widow of Cneius Pifo. She was guilty 
of m^ny other crimeS;» befides that which was laid to her 
charge* of poifoning Germanicus. When her hufband fell« 
ihe was prote£ted by the folicitations of Livia, and alfo i^ 
the animofity.of Agrippina, whom the fpiteful Tiberias 

b Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. %\^ m- ^ Idem ibid. cap. «5, ft6* 

Suet, in Tiber, cap. 53. 

(X) Suetonius telU us, that, outrageous tyrant, who charged 

^fter (he had tuken a refolucion her with feveral abominable 

to ftarve herfelf, Tiberius cauf- crimes, efpecially with adultery, 

ed her mouth to be opened, and as if ihe had maintained a cri* 

nourifliment to be crammed minal correfpoudence with Afi- 

down her throat. But Tacitus nius Gallus ; and, upon hn 

quedions whether &ie abftained death, became weary of life. 

voluntarily from all food, or was But Agrippina's character, and 

denied it by Tiberius's orders j known chaftity, fufficiendy 

and a report was afterwards cleared her from all imputa* 

fpread, that death had been her tions of that nature ; for (he 

own choice. Be that as it will, had facrificed, as Tacitus ob- 

her death did not put an end to ferves, to a manly ambition, all 

the malice and cruelty of the the palBons and vices of her fex. 

would 



The Roman Hiftoryi c g-i 

4voul4 not gratify with the death of a'perfon whom {he ab^ i 

borred : but as there was now no farther room for favour 

or hatred, juftice prevailed ; and Plancina, being accufed Plancifia 

of crimes long iinjce fuflicicntly proved, executed, with her dtfiroys 

pw,n hand, that vengeance: which was rather too late than ^fiif* 

too fevere. Notw.ithftanding the pleafure Tiberius took in 

deftroying the moil illudrious families in Rome, yet he 

was fenfibly afFe£led with the death of Cocceius Nerva, Thi death 

though it was entirely owing to his cruelty. He was one of of Cue- 

the mod learned civilians in Rome, had been conful twelv^ ^""' ^"'" 

J cars before, had attended Tiberius to. Caprex, and was in ^^* 
igh favour with bim ; fo that he had no reafon to be weary 
of life; but Jtbough thus in full profperity of fortune, in 
perfeft vigour of bqdy, he refolved to die, and accordingly 
refufed all nouiiihment. Tiberius, having learnt his de- 
fign, did all that lay in his power to difTuade him from put- 
ting it in execution-, examined his motives; and defcend* 
ed even to intreaties, declaring, that it would be a great 
affli£lion to him \ that it would reflect difgrace upon him, 
and tarnifh hU reputa,tioa, if one of his mod intimate 
friends, his infeparable companion, (hould thus ihew him- 
felf weary of life. Notwithftanding the remonftrances and 
intreaties of Tiberius, Nerva perfifted in his purpofe, and 
ended his life byabftinence "*. 

^ This year Claudia, daughter to Marcus Sil'anus, a fenator 
diilinguifhed by his illuilrious birth, and great eloquence^ • 

was married to Caius Caligula, the only furviving fon of . 
Germanicus. The people were no lefs pfleafed with thia 
marriage than diffatisfied with that of Julia, the daughter 
of Drufus, and widow of Nero : flie debafed herfelf by 
marrying Kubellius Blandus, whofe grandfather was a 
native of Tibur, and only a Roman knight *. 

This year, the thirty-third of the common aera, and nine- Yn of JFI. 
teenth of Tiberius's reign, our Saviour was crucified, ac- .* *!?'• 
cording to the opinion of the bed chronologers. Phlegon, ^^ c/^Sr 
•the emperor Adrian's freedman, who wrote fixteen books * 
of the Olympiads, fpeaks of the darknefs which happened Chr^ crt^ 
at his death. He fays, '^ There happened the greatelt and ciJUd* 
moil remarkable eclipfe that ever had been known : at the 
fixth hour the day was fuddenly turned into night, info* 
much that the ftars were feen : at the fame time an earth- 
quake in Bithynia overturned many houfes in the city of 
Nice." This darknefs, which Phlegon calls an echpfe, 
happened, according to him, in the fourth year of the tw,o 

' Tacit. Ana, lib. vi. cap. 26. ^ Idem ibid. cap. t^» 
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bancii^eci tnA fecond Otyminad^ which ended ^tt tk 
middle of the prefent year ^ 

In the followhig year, when Patitii^ T'abius Porficus, ofj 
as fome call him, Prifins, and L. Vitelihis, were coiifuis^ 
many emtnent perfons fell, chher by their own hands,* or 
thofe of the public execntioner: among the reft Bbmponius 
Labeo, and Marcua "^militia Scaarus) the former, once 
governor of Mccfia, being charged with maladmtntftration, 
and other crimes, prerented condemnation by opening his 
▼eins, his ivife Paxea following his example; the latter, an 
able orator, a man of an Hlnftrious defcent, but a profcficj 
debanchee, was accufed by Servilius and Cornelius rf 
adultery with Livta the widow of Drufus, and of 'offcrint 
magical facrifices : but his true crime was, the hatred 
Macro bore him; for Macro, who was, at that thne, as 
much in favour with Tiberius, and no tefs vindiflive tbifl 
Sejanusxhad been, informed the emperor, that Staurua, m 
a tragedy which he had compofed, defcribed him, and dif- 
play^ his Cruelties, under the name of Atreus. . The pre- 
tended criminal, before fcntence was paflbd, hid viofent 
hands on hirnfelf, encouraged to fuicide by his wife, ^ 
died with' him «. Sernltus and Cornelius, his accufers, 
wfere fbon after baniflied into difierent iilands, for accept- 
ing a bribe, to drop the profecution which they had bcgnfl 
againfl Varius Ligur. Abudiua Rufo likewife^ formerly 
SDdile, was hin^elf condemned, and driven out of Rome, 
while he attempted to effefk the condemnation of Lentnl© 
OetnFicus, under whom he had commanded a legion, bfr 
caofe he had efpoufed his daughter to a foh of .Sej^ius. 

Getulkus was, at this time, connnander of the legions 
in Upper (Germany, and? by them extremely beloved, fcf 
his great mildnefs and clemency : he was likewife afr 
ceptable to the legions of Lower Germany, inconHcfcfati(8i 
of their general Apronras being his fathcr-in-hw. Hence 
he was generally believed to have written to Tiberius that, 
not by his own inclination, but by his advice, he hadfoug'* 
the affiance of Scjanus; that he had been as liable to be 
deceived as Tiberius ; and that it was not reafonable, zhA 
cotmtion to both fhouM pafs unHamed in one, and fe 
punifhcd in another. He added, that he had hitherto !»• 
Violafeiy maintained the allegiance he owed him; andd«t 
he would continue unihaken in his fidelity to the bft, p^ 
Tided no d^rit pfots were framed againft hhn ; but tbtiJC 
wouBd conflder k fiicccffor as the mefenger of death: and 
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tfidrcfbre, that they fhoald form an agreement between 
them ; by which the prince* fhould enjoy the reft of tlic cm* 
toire, and he always retain his province. This bold meafure, ~ 
however ftn-prifiiie, was believed, becaafe,. of all thofc who 
were attathed to Sefjands, Getuliciis alone efcaped unhurt, 
and contirtued iri favour to the laft. Tiberius, fenfible that 
he was untverfalty hated, and that his authority was fup- 
ported more by reputation than by force, durft n^ot ventufe 
to attack a man who had both fufficient power and coiitage 
to defend himfelf ^- 

It was in the courfe of this year, if we believe DJo Caflius, jS ctutiiufi 
or according to Tacitus, four years before this period, that f^^* ^''** 
^ certain adventurer aflTumed the name of DVufus the fon of ^^* 
Germanicus. He firft appeared in the Cyclades, and fooh 
after on the continentj attended by many of the emperor's 
freedmen, and by grdat crouds of people, who flocked to 
him from all parts. Poppseus Sabinus, governor of Greece, 
and alfo of Macedon, where he was at chat time, hearing 
the account, haftened to Nicopolis, a Roman cok)ny, to 
obviate the evil confequences of fuch a report. There he 
learned, that this counterfeit Drufus, being carefully examin- 
ed, had declared himfelf to be the fon of Marcus Silanus; 
and that, many of his followers falling oflr*, he had embark- 
edi as if he defigned to fail to Italy. Tacitus relates nothing 
'farther concerning the origin, or ifTue, of that affair ' (Y). 

In the following cortfulfliip of Ceftius Callus and M, 
Servilius Nonianus, the domeftic evils continued, the cru- 
elty of Tibcritis being neither appeafed by time, or the in* 

b Tacit, Ann. lib. vi. cap. 30. ^ Idem lib. v. cap. 10. 

(Y) Tacitus tells lis, that in juft before its death, a neft in 

the confulfliip of- Fabiua and its native land, upoja which it 

Vitellius, after many ages, the iheds a jgenerative ' power j 

phoenix appeared in Egypt, He whence fpnngs up a young one, 

fays it is a creature facred to the whofe firft care, when grown 

fun ; and that, as to its beak up, is to bury its father. This 

and feathers, it differs from all it does not undertake uuadvif- 

other birds ; but, as to the edly, but firft tries its ftrength, 

length of its life, relations vary, by gathering, and carrying a 

The common opinion is, that' great, way, loads of myrrh. 

it lives five hundred years : but When it finds itfelf equal to 

there are not wanting fome' who the burden, and fit for a lono; 

extend its life to 1461. Ac- flight, it takes upon its back its 

cording to tradition, the true father's body, carries it to the al- 

phoenix, having completed a tar of the fun, and there burns 

certain courfe of years, builds, it (1). 

(i ) Tacit, Ann. lib. vi. cap. 28. 
Vol. XII. A a numerable 
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numerable vidims he had already facrificeH : he ftill pa^ 
fued, with freih rage» (tale and dubious imputations^ puniilw 
ing them as recent, heinous, and proved crimes {Z), In 
the end of the year died Poppxus Sabinus, who had beea 
confui under Auguftus, had acquired triumphal honours, 
and governed during the fpace oftwenty-^four years the two 
Moefias ; to which governments Tiberius had added, in the 
fecond year of his reign, Macedon and Achaia ^. 

In the following year, Q^Plautius and Sextus Papinius 
Allenius being confuis, Lucius Arufeius, and feveral others^ 
7h}fifgfttf were condemned, and executed. Such executions were 
is dioih, now become fo frequent and familiar, that they were very 
little regarded ; but that of Vibulenus Agrippa, a Romao 
knight, (truck every perfon with terror and amazement. 
After his accufers had finiflied their pleadings againft hbr 

k Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 3?, 39. JMo, p. 637. 
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(Z) The moft diftinguiflied 
pcrfons who periihed this year, 
were Fulcinius Trio, Granius 
Martian uSf Tatius Gratianus, 
TrebeUienus Rufus, and Sex- 
tius Paconianus. Trio^ who 
was confui the year in which 
Sejanus was executed, being ac- 
cufed of having been privy to 
the treacherous deiigns of that 
minifter, made his Isid will ; in 
which he compiled a long 
charge of Iniquities and dread- 
ful invectives againft Macro, 
and the emperor's chief freed- 
men, not Iparing the prince 
himfelf, whom he (lyled an old 
dotard, and, on account of his 
long abfence, a defpicable exile. 
Granius Martianus, the fena- 
tor, being charged with treafon 
by Caius Gracchus, laid violent 
hands on himfelf. No wonder, 
that voluntary deaths (hould be 
fo common at Rome; for all 
thofe who fellby the hand of 
the executioner forfeited their 
efiates with their lives, and 



were debarrrcd the honour of 
burial; their bodiei were pub' 
licly expofed to the infults of 
the populace, dragged through 
the flreets with iron hooks, and 
thrown into the Tiber. The 
bodies of fuch as by a voluntary 
death prevented condemnatioo, 
were interred ; their wills re- 
mained in force; and their 
eftates devolved to their chil- 
dren (1). Tatius Gratianus, 
who had been praetor, was for 
the fame charge fentenced to 
death, and alfo TrebeUienus 
Rufus, who had been likeinfc 
prztor, and formerly appoint 
by the fenate guardian to the 
fons of Cotys, king of Thrace; 
but he prevented condemnarion 
by a voluntary death, Paco- 
nianus^ who had been choiea 
by Sejanus to contrive the over- 
throw of Caligula, was, after 
three years confinement, ftrang- 
led in prifon, for verfes made 
there againft Tiberius (2). 



(1) Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. a^. Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 630. Suet 
in Tib. cap. 53. (») Tacit. Anna], lib. vi. cap. 3S, 39. 1^°' 

p. 6i6. 
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1)6 pulled out'poifon, which he had concealed uiider his 
gown^ and fwailowed it in epen fenate. He immediately 
fell ; but, neverthelefs, was haftiljr dragged by the lidors 
to the dungeon, where, though ready to expire, he was 
firangled by the common executioner. Gaius Galba, a 
confular, and brother to the emperor of this name, with 
the two Blsef], fell by their own hands ; Galba, upon the 
receipt of a letter from the emperor, forbidding him to caft 
lots for the government of a province 5 and the Blsefi, bc- 
caufe Tiberius beftowed their priefthoods, as vacant digni- 
ties, upon others ; this hint they took as a fignal of death, 
and obeyed it. 

Tigranes, grandfon to Herod king of Judaea by his father* 
Alexander, and to Archelaus king of Cappadocia by his mo- 
ther Glaphyra ', who had hirafelf reigned fome time in Ar-* 
xnenia, was accufed like a private citizen, and, without any 
regard to the royal dignity, condemned, and executed, witn 
the other pretended criminals* This prince, and his elder 
brother Alexander, had renounced the Jewifh, and em- 
braced the Pagan religion^ in complaifance to their grand- 
father Archelaus. Agrippa their coufin-german was, in 
the month of September, dragged to prifon, loaded with 
chains, and kept under clofe confinement, till the death of 
Tiberius. 

The fame year, the <!ity fuffered greatly by an inundation 
ttf the Tiber, and by fire, which burnt down that part of 
the circus which was contiguous to Mount Aventine, .and 
all the buildings on the mount itfelf. Tiberius paid the T^igem* 
value of the houfes deftroyed, and expended, in this bounty, j;/(y ff 
a hundred thoufand great fefterces. To make an eftimate ™JjJJ|[^? 
of every man's lofs, he appointed his four fons-in-law, ^ ^^^^ 
Cneius Domitius» Caffius Longjnusi Marcus Vinicius, and 
Rubellius Blandusf af&fted by Fublius Petronius, nominated 
by the confuls ». . 

The next confuls, and the laft under Tiberius, were 
Cneius Acerronius Proculus and Caius Pontius Nigrinus, 
or, as Suetonius calls him, Niger. The emperor was now 
in the feventy-eighth year of his age, without having been 
ever once indifpofed iince his acceflion to the empire^ 
though he negle£ted, and was even ufed to ridicule, the * 
rules and prefcriptions of phyficians, and fuch as, after the 
age of thirty, wanted to, be informed by them what helped 
or hurt their conilitutions. At length' he was taken ill at Tiherhiis 
Aftura, between Antium and Cerceii^ as he was return- '«*'« ^^* 

1 Jofeph. Antiq. 1tt>. xviii. cap. 7. * Tacit, ^on. lib. vu 

cap. 4.5. DiOylib. lviii> p. 638. 
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ing to Capre^e from the neighbourbood of Rome, tlott^' 
ever, he proceeded to Circeii> where^ to diflemble his indif* 
pofition, he not only aflifted at the military games, but 
even threw darts, and killed a boar with his own hand. 
FroKl Circeii he advanced to Mifenum; and finding bis 
ftrength began to fail, took up his refidence in a villa near 
the promontory which once belonged to the celebrated 
LucuUus. In order to conceal his indifpoiition, which was 
now very vifible, he exerted the fame vigour of mind, the 
fame energy in difcourfe, and even aiFecled fometimes to 
be gay". 

The courfe of executions was not interrupted at Rome 
by the emperor's illnefs. Acutia, once the wife of Publius 
Vitellius, being charged with treafon by Laelius Balbtis, was 
condemned. Afterwards Albucilla, who had been married 
^ to Satrius Secundus, a woman infamous for her amours and 

debaucheries, was accufed of devifing charms againft the 
life of Tiberius* In the fame charge was involved, as her 
Lucius Af' accomplices and adulterers, Cneius Domitius, Vibius Mar- 
runtius ac- fus, and Lucius Arruntius, perfons diftinguilhed by their 
^"fi^' birth and employments : but, as the minutes tranfmitted io 

the fenate imported, that Macro had prefided in the exa- 
mination of the witnefles and torture of the flaves, and 
thefe were not accompanied by any letter from Tiberiuj 
againft the accufed, the fathers fufpefted, that, while he 
was ill, the accufations were forged by Macro, an invete- 
rate enemy to Arruntius. However, that brave RomaD 
chofe to die ; notwithftanding the entreaties of his friends, 
who reprefented that the emperor's death, which was bouiif 
expefted, would deliver him from the prefent danger: he 
anfwered, that there was no profpefl: of better times in the 
reign of Caligula, bred up under the tuition and exaj»- 
pie of the infamous Macro ; he therefore caufed his veins 
Eis death, to be opened, and bled to death ". 

Such was the end of Lucius Arruntius, a man of 3- 
luftrious defcent, great fortune, and extraordinary accorn- 
plifhments. Domitius, by pretending to prepare for his 
defence, and Marfus, by refolving to end his life by abfti- 
ncnce, outlived Tiberius, and efcaped the prefent danger- 
Albucilla^attemptedto deftroy herfelf; but the blow prov- 
ing inefFeftual, flie was, by order of the fenate, dragged to 
prifon, and there executed. Againft the accomplices or 
her debaucheries, it was decreed, that Grafidius Sacerdos, 
formerly praetor, Ibould be banifhed to an iflandj.and Uii»^ 

n Tacit. Ann/ lib. vi. cap. 50, Suet. cap. 7s. Jofcph* li^- '"'" 
«ap. S« * Tacit. Annal. )ib. vi, cap. 48. 
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Pontius Fregellanus and Leelitts Balbus, both fenators, 
fliould be degraded. About the fame time Sextus Papl- 
nius, of a confular family, ended his life, by ^throwing 
himfelf from an eminenee, to avoid the impure loli citations 
of his own mother 5 who was thereupon accufed, but only 
baniflied Rome for ten years, till her younger fon had 
pafTed the dangers of youth p» 

Tiberius having read, in the journal of the fenate^ that 
fome prifoners had been difcharged, beciufe he had only 
urritten, that informations were lodged againft them, with- 
out mentioning witneffes, tranfported with rage, refolved to 
return to Capreae, and there, as in a place of fafety, re* 
venge the affront ; but the bad weather, and his diftemper, 
detained him, againft his inclination, at Mifenum *i. How- 
ever, he ftill hoped to overcome his prefent indifpofition, 
depending iipon the prediftions of Thrafyllus, which he 
confidered as fo many oracles (A) : that famous aftrologer, 

p Tacit, Annal. lib. vi. cap. 49* « Suet, in Tib. cap. 73. 
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(A) Tiberius, during his rCf- 
tirement at Rhodes, applied 
himielf chiEeily to the ftudy of 
judicial aftrology^ under the di- 
rection of Thrafyllus, wkofc 
ftill in that aft he proved by 
the following trial : he led him 
to a houfe built on the top of 
a fleep roek, by the fea-fide, 
and there minutely confulted 
him about various events. 
Thrafyllus gave fatisfa6fory an- 
Iwers to all his queftions ; aflur- 
ed him that he ihould be foon 
raifed to the empire ; and fore- , 
told many revoluuons, which 
afterwards happened, as they 
had been prcdidj:ed, Tiberius, 
flruck with amazement, afked 
him, whether he' had calculated 
his own nativity, and could 
thence forefee what was to be- 
fal him the fame year, nay, that 
very day ? The reader is to be 
informed, that the way to the 
above mentioned houfe lay crofs 
folkaiy rocksy and dreadful pre- 
cipices ; and that Tiberius, if 



he fufpedted the prcdiftions of 
any aftrdloger he confulted to 
be falfe, ufed, on his return, to 
throw him into the fea. This 
had beenthefate of feveral,who, 
unlkilled in the art they pro- 
fefled, had attempted to impofe 
upon him with falfe predi6Hons.. 
Thrafyllus, therefore, when the 
above mentioned quefliori was 
put to him, furveying the pofi- 
tions of the ftars, and calculat- 
ing their afpefts, began, atfirft, 
to hefitate, then to tremble? 
and the more he meditated, the 
more he appeared difmayed" 
with wonder and dread : at laft 
he cried out, that juft then he 
was threatened with a danger 
very near fatal. At thcfe words 
Tiberius congratulated him up- 
on his forefight of dangers, and 
his fecurity from them ; and 
thenceforth, efPeeming his pre- 
di6tions as {o many oracles, held 
him ia the rank of hid moil in- 
timatis friends (i)« 



(1) Tacit Annal. lib* Ti. cap. lo* 
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having affured hiai, that he was to live ten yeWs longcf, 
either deceived himfelf, or defigned to deceive Tiberius, that 
he might not haften the execution of thofe who were in 
prifon. Many were indebted to Thrafyllus's prediflion for 
their lives ' ; for Tiberius, relying upon it, purfued his former 
courfe of life, without even relinquifliing his (hameful de- 
baucheries, or nientioning his diftemper to any phylician: 
however, Charicks, an eminent man in that profeffion, 
who always attended him, pretending to depart upon fome 
private affair^ updc^r the appearance of kifling his^ hand as 
he went out of the room, touched his pulfe. Tiberius, fuf- 
pefting the artifice, inftantly ordered the entertainment to 
be ferved up, perfu^ded Charicles to fit down again, and 
continued himfclf at table longer than ufual, as if he meant 
that honour only for a farewel to his friend, but in reality 
to feign health, and hide his weaknefs. When the cntc^ 
tainment was over, he did not forget his old cuftom ; but 
Handing in the middle pf the room, with an officer by him; 
he called them all by their names, and took his leave of 
each of the guefts in particular, as if he bad beeq in per- 
fe£t health. Neverthelefs, Charicles aflured Macro, that 
the emperor declined apace, and that he could not exift two 
days longer : hence the whole court was filled with clofe 
confultations ; and exprelTes were fent to the generals and 
armies *. 

Tiberius had no furviving children of his own j he had 
ipdeed a grandfon, the fon of Drufus, named Tiberius 
Nero,, and furnamed Gemellus, or the Twin, becaufe born 
at a birth with another, who died in his infancy, CaiuSn 
furnamed Caligula, was his grandfon too, but only by ado{V; 
tion, he being the fon of his nephew Germanicus, whom 
he had adopted by order of Auguftus. Hence he was at a 
lofs to which of the two he fhould bequeath the empire. 
The fon of Drufus was nearer in blood, and far more dear 
to him \ but too young to govern fqch a inighty empire, be- 
ing at this time in the feventeenth year of his age. Caius 
>yas in the flower and vigour of youth \ and greatly beloved by 
the people, which was a fufEcient motive for' his grandfather 
to hate him. In this perplexity, the emperor thought even 
qf Claudius, v^ho was his nephew, and orother to Germa- 
nicus ; but tht? weaknefs of his underftanding fecmed an 
infurinountableobftacle ; for he had been hitherto reckoned 
incapable of any public employment. To choofe a fuc- 
cefibr from any other family than his own, was difgracing) 



t Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 638. 
$uct. in Tib. cap. 72, 73. 
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«nd, in a manner, infulting the name of the Caefars, and 
the memory of Auguftus ; for he had more at heart the 

frandeur of his race, than the welfare and fecurity ot the 
Loman date; fo that his mind ftill wavering, and his 
ftrength decaying, he left the imperial dignity to the deci- 
fion of fortune ' (B), 

The 

t Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. ^€, 
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(B) Suetonius aflures us, that 
fwo years before his death, he 
made his will ; of which there 
were two copies, one under his 
own hand, the other written 
by one of his freedmen ; but 
both to the fame purpofe, and 
witnefled by perfons of no rank 
or difttndioQ, By that will he 
left coheirs Caius his grandfon 
]t>y Germanicus, and Tiberius 
by Drufus, both ib equal por** 
tions, and fubHituting them 
fucceffively (i); for Dio Caffius 
cells us in exprefs terms, that 
the prince len the empire, by 
bis laft will, to young Tiberius 
alfo ; that he took care to make 
this his laft difpofition well 
known, and even caufed it to 
be read by Macro in the fe- 
nate (2). Suetonius likewife, 
in his life of Caligula, writes, 
that the fenate anapeople una- 
nlmouily declared Caligula fole 
emperor, xrontrary to the ex- 
prefs will of Tiberius, who had 
left him but his coheir with an* 
other of his grandchildren, who 
was then under age^ and ftill in 
his praetexta (3). Philo the 
Jew aflures us, that young Ti- 
berius was left coheir of Caius, 
and his colleague in the fove- 
reignty ; and adds, that Tibe- 
rius, if he had lived a jittle 



longer, would have cut ofFCaius, 
and left the empire to bis grand- 
fon, without either a partner, 
or a rival (4), Caius, doubt- 
ing of the inclination of Tibe* 
rius, left no meafure untried to 
iecure the empire by other 
means : he even debafed him- 
felf fo far, as to court the fa- 
vour of Ennia N^evia, the wife 
of Macro, with the promife of 
marriage, as foon as he attained 
the fovereign power. His view 
in this was to engage in his in» 
tereft her hu^nd, whofe credit 
with the emperor was known to 
be great ( <;)• Tacitus and Dio 
Camus tells us, that after the 
death of Claudia, who had been 
efpoufed to Caligula, Macro 
himfelf, to make his court to 
him, obliged his wife to facrijice 
her honour to his ambitious- 
views, and to fecure the voung 
prince by a promife or mar- 
riage (6). Tiberius would have 
cut him off, inflead of naming 
him for his fucceflbr, had not 
Macro diverted him from this 
defign, by exculing the faulu 
of the young prince, by ai'crib- 
ing to modefly his Teeming 
want of parts, and alTuring the 
emperor, that he had a great 
refped and affe£Hon for his 
grandfon Tiberius (7). Ma- 



(1) Sueton. in Tiber, cap. j6» (a) IKo, lib. lix. p. 640. 

(3} Suet, in Calig. cap. 14. (4) Phil. Legat. p. looi— 1004. 

X^) Suet, in Calig. cap. la. (6) Tactt. Ann. lib.vi. cap. 45. 

P^, lib. Iviii. p. 639» (7) Phil. Legat. cap. 4. p. 997. 998. 
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The emperor's ftr^pgih failing him daily» on the fixteenA 

of March he fell into a fwoon, which lafted fo long, that 

he was believed to ha^e iiniffaed bis courfe. Caius, on this 

Caltts too fuppofition^ produced himfelf abroad, in the midft of a 

^*^r '• great throng of perfqns of all ranks, who <:am^ to p^y him 

mptre ' ^^^''^ congratulations upon his acceffion |o th^ throne ; but 

in the height of his joy, fudden notice was brought him, 

that Tiberius had recovered his fight and voice, and had 

called for feme refrefhrneiit to recruit his fainting fpirits. 

This unexpefted intelligence ftruck all with dread and 

horror : the crowd about Caligula inftantly difperfed \ and 

, the young prince himfelf, trembling, fpeechlefs, and unable 

Yr. of Fl. to move, ftood expe£ling in^mediate death, inftead of cm- 

A*D^^ pire. Macro alone contiilae4 uudifturbed j and ordering 

U. C. 785'. ^^ apartment to be cleared, ^a^fed the weak old man to 

> I ., be fmOthered with a wtiight of eaverings, uoder pretence 

Death of of keeping him warm *'. Tiberias died, accofdmg to Ta^ 

Tiberius, citus"^, and Suetonius^, on the fixteenth, aocordiig to 

Dio Gaffius ', on the twenty-fixt>i of Marcfe -, fo that he 

reigned, from the death of Aqguftus, tvepty-two ycar5| 

« Tacft. Annal, lib. yi. cgp. 50, tt ftq. pio, Hb. Iviii. p. 6391 
•'^ Tacit, ibid. cap. 59. » Sact. cap. 73. y Dio, ubi (apra. 

pro's partiality for Caius wag qot (fri^ he), wilt one cj*y \mi^ 

^uilf nown to TiJber\u8, who upr hirHi «nd awoth^ wiU murder 

braided his miniiler with it, telU thee" (8). This he foretd^ 

ing him, that he " neglcded not from &ill i» aftrolqgy, but 

the fetting fun, and courted^^ from his fagapity, and tho^ougii 

rifing." On fevcral other oc- knowlegQ of mankind (9)^ 

^ cafions, he dropped certain , According to Jofcphus, Ti- 

words, which plainly ihewed, berius "left the en^pire «» 

that he forefaw what would Caius alone ; according tp tto 

happen after his death. As one Cafllus and Suetonius^ to Caia$ 

day Caius ridiculed Sylla upon and Tiberius jointly ; and, «• 

feme occafioaal difcourfe, Ti- cording to Tacitus, to neither, 

berius told him, that h^ would but to the decifioo of fiKe^d^t 

have ull th/e vices of SyUa, and is^ to the perfon for whom 6t« 

none of hU virtues. At an-» or deftiny referyed it. The 

other time, a debate arifing be- authority of Tacitjyw is of grtft 

tvveen the two young princes, weight with us, efpeciaUy ifi 

the emperor enibrhped, with what he relates here ; fioceall 

many tcijrs^ bis Ht^Ie grandfon j authors agree in defcrihiog Ti- 

and addreffing himfelf to Caius, berius as a fatalift, or one wh« 

who, at ^this demonftration of was perfiigded, that all thiflg' 

kindnefs, betrayed great {lern- were governed by fate, 
nefs i n his countenance j * ' Thou 

.(8) Phil. Legat. p. 1004, Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. 4^. '^9* 
lib. Iviii. p. 636, (9) Jofeph, Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 8. Suet. 
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i^x months, and twenty-fix dkysj or ten days mofe, as Dio 
relates. He was, at his death, in the fcventy-eighth year 
of his age, which he had entered four months, 'and nine, 
pr at moft nineteen days *. 

Though he had, the preceding year, highly obliged the Joyoftht 
city, by his bounty, on occafion of a fire, yef the news of P^P^^ ^' 
his death were received with thegreateft'demonftrationsof ^"^f^'** 
joy, the populace running up and down the ftreets in 
crowds, and crying, " Tfirow th^ tyrant into the Tiber P' 
or befeeching their mother earth, and the infernal gods, to ' 
vouchfafe him no place but among the impious : fonie 
threatened to drag his vile carcafe to the Gemoijije, and 
there expofe it to the rage and fury of the multitude ; pro- 
yoked not only by his paft cruelties, but by an inftance of 
his barbarit;y, which took place even after his death ; for 
ivhereas, by the decree we have fpoken of above, it was 
provided, that no criminal whatfoever ihould be executed 
till the tenth day after fentence pronounced, that term hap- 
pening to expire, with refpeft to feveral pcrfons, on the 
fame day the news of Tiberius's death reached Rome, they 
earneftly begged for a farther reprieve, not doubting but ' 
Caius would grant them their lives and liberty : but as he 
was abfqnt, and no one elfe at Rome, to whom any petition 
in their behalf could be addrefled, the keepers of the prifon 
flrangled them of their own "authority, and expofed their 
bodies to public view: which cruel aftion increafed the 
hatred of the people agairtft Tiberius, as if his cruelty had 
outlived him *. Several others, however, were faved ; for . 
the emperor dying before the term of their reprieve ex- 
pired, tney had time to apply to his fucceflbr, who fet them 
at liberty *>. - 

The body of the deccafed emperor was carried from Mi- ^" ^^^ 
fcnum to Rome, by the foldiers of the prsetorian guards, '^l^f\„^ 
-w^here it was burnt with the ufual folcmnily," Caius, who thereburnt, 
had never abandoned the body, pronouncing the funeral 
oration ; in which he fpoke little of Tiberius, but greatly 
extolled Augu,iJ:usand Germanicus, without forgetting him- 
felf. He had written to the fenate before, acquainting 
them with the death of the emperor, and his accefllon to 
ihe empire ; and requiring them, at the fame time, to de- 
cree thofe honours to Tiberius which they had formerly be- 
ftowed on Auguftus. The fenate, not yet acquainted with - 
the inclination of the new emperor, poflponed the affair 
till his arrival, when he took no farther notice of what he 

« Tacit. Ann- lib. vi. cap. jx, * Suet, in Tiber, cap. 75. 
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had written ; but caufing the body to be brotrgbt into tk^ 
city in the night-time, expofed it the next day, and then 
ordered it to be burnt, without any extraordinary pomp or 
honours ^. As for his charafter, every reader may draw it 
after the detail we have given of the moft remarkable ac- 
tions of his life : however, to what we have already uld, 
we Ihall fubjoin the words with which Tacitus clofes the 
hiftory of his reign. ** Tiberius (fays he) was defervedlf 
efteemed by all while he' was a private man, or commanded 
under Auguftus ; with great addrofs he feigned virtue, while 
Germanicus and Drufus lived : he bore a mixed charafler 
of good and evil till the death of his mother : he did not 
difguife his execrable cruelty, but concealed his lewdnefsi 
while he loved and feared iiejan us; at laft be abandoned 
himfelf to all kinds of wickednefs, being no longer reftrain- 
td. either by (hame or fear, but following bis own execra- 
ble difpofition ** (Q)*^* Many • eminent writers flourifticd in 
his reign, of whom we (hall give a fuccinfl; account, not to 
interrupt the thread of our hiftory, in our notes (D), 

As 



e Dio> lib. lis. p. 64.2. 

(C) Tiberiu« was an elo- 
rjuent and ready fpeaker» and 
in his writings imitated Meffala 
Corvinus, a lamous orator ; but 
his affectation rendered his ftyle 
perplexed and obfcure. He 
wrote a lyric poem, intitled, 
A Complaint on the Death of 
Lucius Caefar, which was greatly 
efteemed ; and feveral Greek 
pieces, in imitation of Euphor 
rion, Rhianus, and Parihenius, 
poets whom he admired above 
the reft, and whofe ftatues he 
Ckutfed to be dedicated, in' the 
public libraries, amongft thofe 
of rhe moft celebrated writers. 
The Greek tongue 'he fpoke 
with great readioefs and cafe, 
but uled it very feldom- He 
betrayed, even from his in- 
fancy, manifeft tokens of a 
cruel, favage, and untra6table 
temper ; whence Theodorus 
Gadareus, who taught him the 
firft rudiments of learning, ufcd 
to call him, «' A mafs of clay 



< Tacit, Ann. lib, vi. cap. 51. 

tempered with blood." He 
never forgave free fpeakers, 
never could endure men of a 
bold fplrit, whom, firft or laft, 
he purfued to deftru6Hon ; but 
at the fame time he aboroioated 
flattery, when he knew it to bo 
fo : whence it was dangerotSf 
fays Tacitus, topraftifcnoflat* 
tery, and dangerous to praftfe 
too much* As he was a roanw 
great penetration, and endowed 
with extraordinary talcfnts both 
for civil and military employ- 
ments, he would have made a 
great figure in the times of tbc 
republic, fupported the dignity 
of a fenator, difcharged with 
Credit the firft offices of fiatc, 
and, in all likelihood, diedm 
renown^ and left behind him a 
high reputation, ' 

(D) Thefe were, Velleiui 
Paterculus, of whofe hiilorf 
the far greater part is loft ; what 
ftill remains 6f it coraprehendl 
the ancient hiftory of the 
Greeks, 
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As Caius,' furnamed Caligula (E), was greatly beloved 
both 'by the fenate and people^ on account of the ext;raor-* 

dinary 
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Greeks, and that of the Ro- 
mans, from the defeat of Per- 
fcs to the feventeenth year of 
Tiberius's reign. He is thought 
to have written with candour 
and impartiality till the times of 
the C«fars ; in whofe favour 
he miferably perverts truth, or 
utterly fuppVefles it^ What he 
writes of Tiberius ought rather 
to be (lyied a fulfome panegyric 
than a hiftory. His chief hero, 
after Tiberius, was the favour- 
ite minifter Sejanus, on whom 
he beftows the higheft enco- 
miums, not forefeeing the doom 
Ithat hung over his head, and 
foon after overtook him. Some 
writers think that Velleius him- 
felf fell with Sejanus, as a friend, 
if not an apcompliqe, of the 
traitor whom he fo undefepredly 
commended. He was of an 
equeftrian family, which c^me 
originally from Campania. He 
ferved nine years under Tibe- 
rius, firft as military tribune \r^ 
Thrace and Macedon, and af- 
terwards in quality of commaur 
der of the legionary horfe in 
Germany. As to his civil em- 
ployments, he wa9 honoured 
with the quxitorihip, the. prae- 
tor Qiip, and, as fome writers 
conjecture, with the confulate ; 
which was not improbaye, fince 
he was in great favour both 
with Tiberius and Sejanus (i), 
Valerius Maxim us, who left 
behind him a collection of the 
memorable actions and fayings 
of the ancients, wrote about 
the latter end of Tiberius's 
reign, after the fall of Sejanus, 



as is manifeft from his own 
words, and from thofe of the 
ancients who quote him. His 
%le, which has nothing of the 
purity of the age he is ^ppofed 
to have lived in, has prompted 
fome to imagine that his writ*, 
ings are of a much later date. 

Sfrabo, whofe feventeea 
books of geography are fo much 
^nd fo defer vedly admired by 
the learned, obferves, in his 
fixteenrh book, that the king-^ 
dom of Comagene had been but 
very lately reduced to a Roman, 
province. This happened, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the 
beft . chronographers, in the 
eighteenth year of the Chrif- 
tian aera, and the fifth of Tibe- 
rius's reign : fo that we may 
reafonably fuppofe Strabo, who 
was then very old, to have end<» 
' ed both his work and his life be- 
fore the death of Tiberius. He 
wrote other books, but none of 
them have reached us 

Dionyfius, the geographer, 
who wrote a defcription of the 
earth in Greek verfe. died, ac- 
cording to Voffius, in the reign 
pf Tiberius, 

Phasdrus, who tranflated into 
Latin verfe the fables of MCop^ 
was, according to Voi!ius(2), 
a native of Thrace, and one of 
Auguftus's freedmen, and died 
in the reign of Tiberius. 

Thrafyllus, the aftrologer, 
was well verfed in feveral other 
fciences, efpecially in Plato's 
philofophy. The emperor Ju- 
lian aifures us, that Thrafyllus 
acquired more fame ' by the 



(?) Vide Voir. Hift. Lat. lib.1. cap. 14. 
^fap. 2. 



(1) Voir. Poet. Latin* 
books 



364 51v Roman Hi/lory. 

Cams Ca- dinary merit of his father GermanicuB, and the Injuries done 
figula C4t' to him and his family, news were no fooner brought that 
f^ ^^" he was advancing from Mifenum with the corpfe of thede- 
"^J^ -^/* ccafed emperor, than perfons of all ranks and ages crouded 
jhilp^wit. out to meet their new fovereign. At his entrance into the 
city he was received with new names of honour, and all 
poflible demoaftrations of reai affeftion. The fenate im- 
mediately afTembled ; and the people^ thronging into the 
hall with the fenators, he was, by univetfal confeat declaim 
cd emperor, with the mod extenfive power, contrary to the 
exprefs will of Tiberius, who had left him coheir with hij 
grandfon Tiberius, then under age, and in his praetexta. 
The joy for his acceffion to the Imperial throne was not con- 
fined to the narrow bounds of Rome and Italy, but reached 
the moft diftant provinces j infomuch that, in the fpace of 
three months, a hundred and fixty thaufand vi^ims were 
flain on that occafion within the Umitg of the empire ^ 
He had no fooner paid his lad duty to the remaii^of hii 
HM9un grandfather, than he haftened into the iflands oi Pandatari» 
tkgmtmory ^nA Pontia, where be gathered, with great piety, thcbones 
tfhis mo' ^^^ ^Qjgg q£ jjjg luothg,^ and brother Nero, brought themto 
^9ihirs. Ronic, and caufed them to be depofited, with extiaordinarf 

e Die, lib. Inc. p. 64o--^644. Suet, in Calig. cap. 14* 

books he left behind hint!, than (B) Catus, fays Taci!«s,was 

by his great credit with Tibe- born in the camp in Gerroaflf, 

rius(3). nurfed in the arms ofthcl^ 

L. Feneftclla, the poet and gtons, and by them named O* 
hiftorian, died towards the lat- iigula; a military term, fto® 
' tcr end of Tiberius^s reign. He the boots which, of the to 
feems to have been greatly faftiion with their own, in coib- 
eileemed by the ancients (4) ; pitment to them, and to gao 
but ibme are of opinioB, that their aife^Hons, he freqtientlf 
none ot his works have reached wore (6). The furnarae of Cl- 
our times. The treatife of the ligult, fays Suetonius (7), **s 
Roman magiftrates, which goes given him by the legions, bc% 
under his name, is of a later ca^fc bevies brought up ^n«»g^ 
date, and generally afcribed to them in the habit of a comnwQ 
Andrea Domenico Flocco, a na- fbldier ; in confeqaecce o» 
tive of Florence. which education, he was, to 

Verrius Flaccus, a celebrated fuch a degree beloved by thcffl, 

grammarian, and preceptor to that, upon a mutiny, after tbe 

Caius and Lucius Caefars, died death of Auguftus, hisprefe^^^ 

in the reign of Tiberius, ex- appeafcd them when iff "^^ 

nemely old (5). height of their fury. 

(3) Julian. Auguft. ad Thcmlft. (4) Plin lib. xxxiii.cap- "• 

Hier. inChron. (5) Siiet. inGraniin,caj». 17. (6) Tacit. 

Ann. lib. i. cap, 41. (7) Suet, cap, 9. 
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Jjomp, 111 the maufoleum of Auguftus. All the decrees of 
the fenate iffued againft them, and againft Drufus, who 
died at Rome, were annulled : and a ftatcly villa on the 
fea*(ide, where Agrippina had, for fomc time, been kept 
under confinement, was levelled with the ground, that no 
monument might remain of her misfortunes ^ Public fa- 
crifices were appointed by the (enate to be yearly offered, to ^ 
perpetuate their memory ; folemn games in the circus, and 
chariot-races, were inftituted in honour of his mother, in 
which her image was to be carried amongft thofe of the 
gods i and the month of September was, by a decree of the 
fenate, to be thenceforth called by the name of his father, 
Germanicus. 

Having thus fignalized his piety toward* his father, his mo- L9'ue t9 hii 
dier, and his brothers, he honoured his grandmother Anto* g^^'^" 
nta with the name of Augufta, appointed her prieftefs of Au- ^^^/^^ 
guftus, granted her all the privileges enjoyed by the Veflals, 
and all the marks of diftinftion which had ever been confer- 
red upon Livia, either by Auguftus or Tiberius. The privi- 
leges of the Veftals he likewife granted to his fitters Agrip- 
pina, Drufilla, arid Livilla or Julia (F) ; and ordained, that 
their names fliould be added to his, in all folemn oaths, 
with this clauf6 : •* Neither am I dearer to myfelf, nor are 
my children dearer to me, than Caius Cxfar and his fifters/* 
Xo all the public afts the following form was ordered to 
be prefixed : ** May it prove fortunate and happy to Caius 
Caefar and his fifters ! '* All the papers, regillers, and re- 
cords which Tiberius had left, relating to the proceedings 
' againft his mother and brothers, he caufed to be brought 
publicly into the forum, and there committed to the flames^ 
after having folemnly called the gods to witnefs, that he had 
never read nor even opened them. This ftep he took, as he 
then declared, that no room might be left for fear or appre- 
henfions in thofe who had been the occafion of the misfor- 
tunes which befel them* However, as they were all 
afterwards, to a man, cut off,, under the imputation of va- 
rious crimes^ it was commonly believed, that he had burnt 

f Senec de Ira, lib. iv. cap. ii. 

(F) Caius had, according to niftnicus's daughters, bora in 
Suetonius, but three fifters, A- the feventeenth year of the 
grippina, Drufilla, and Livilla ; Chriftian acra, and, in the 
fo that Livilla and Julia muft thirty- third, married to Mar- 
be one and the fam^ perfon* cus Vinicius(8). 
Julia was the youngeil of Ger- 

(8) Tacit. Annal. lib. ii, cap. 54. & lib. vi. cap. 15. 

only 
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Only the copiesi and preferved the originals <. The ^ 
he made his entrjr into Rome, he was for fetting at 
liberty Agrippa, the grandfon of king Herod, whom Ti^ 
berius had confined Ox naonths before ; but his grandmo^ 
ther Antonia, though a great friend to Agrippa, advifed 
him to fufpend for fome time, the efFe£ls of his clemency, 
left he (hould feem toinfult the memoryof his grandfather ') 
however he was releafed a few days after, as were likewife 
all the other (late prifoners, and^ among the reft^ L. Fom- 
ponius SecunduSy of whom we have fpoken before, after 
(even years clofe confinement. Such as had been baniibed 
by Tiberius were all recalled from exile, to the great joy of 
the Romans. 

Nothing gave greater fatisfaflion to the nobility afidpco- 
• pie, than his fo.lenuily declaring, that he would not fufo 
any one to be accufed of treafon, fince, under the appear- 
ance of that crime, fo many illuftrious citizens, fo many ■ 
ancient and, noble families, had been involved in the moft 
dreadful calamities. A note being offered him, tending to 
the difcovery of a Gonfpiracy againft his life, he rejededitj 
faying, *• I am not confcious of anv a£bion that can defenrc 
the hatred of any man ; and therefore have no ears for in- 
formers." Though the will of Tiberius had been declared 
null by the fenate, yet he executed every article of it with 
great pun£luality, except that which i^elated to the deceafed 
emperor's grandfon ; the fame regard he paid to the tefta- . 
ment of Livia, which had been fupprefled by Tiberius^ 
caufing their legacies to be immediately difcharged, and 
adding to them large fums of his own^ to be divided among 
the Roman people and the foldiery. 

In his firft fpeech to the fenate he promifed to govern 
with juftice and moderation, to do nothing without theif 
advice, and to follow their dire£lions as their child and po' 
pil. Purfuant to his proteftations, he caufed the famous 
inftitutions of Auguftus to be revived and publiflied, though 
they had been long negle£ted and difufed by Tiberius; he 
gave free jurifdiftion to the magiftrates, without referring 
any appeal tp himfelf, and even attempted to reftore the 
ancient method of ele^ions by the votes of the people. The 
fenate were for declaring him conful, as foon as the funeral 
ceremonies, performed m honour of his grandfather, were 
over ; but be could not be prevailed upon to accept that 
dignity till Ptoculus and Nigrinus had ended their ycar> 
which expired in the month of July *. In the mean lifflfi 

K Dio. p. 641—646 Suet, cap, 15. ^ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. 

cap. S. *• Dio, Ub« Lix. p. 64»— *644. Suet. cap. 151 i6« 
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lie deliberated with the confuls and fenate about the refor- 
mation of many abufes which had crept into the ftate : he 
reviewed the Roman knights, and publicly took away the 
xings and horfes of fuch as be found guilty of any notorious 
crime : fmaller offences he thought fufficicntly punifiied by 
pafling over the names of the oiFenders a$ he read the roll ; 
he intended to have caft the*fpintriae, or inventors of abo- 
minable lewdnefs, into the fea ; but being diffuaded from 
that feverity, he baniChed them from Rome : he allowed 
every one to keep and perufe the books of Titus Labienus, 
Cremutius Cordus, and Cafiius Severus, which, in the ceign 
of Tiberius had been, by order of the fenate, prohibited 
and fuppreffed, faying, it nearly concerned him that all the 
adions of Tiberius (hould be tranfmitted to pofterity : he 
iikewife remitted feveral impofitioris, which had been ex- 
acted with great feverity during the whole reign of his pre- 
deceiTor ^, Ihus did Caligula happily begin his reign \ and 
of him it may be truly faid, that no prince ever came to a 
throne with greater advantages^ or more to the fatisfadtion 
of his people. 

In the month of July, Caius entered upon his firft con- Cains takn 
fulihip, and chofe for his colleague his uncle Claudius, upon him^ 
then in the forty-fixth year of his age 5 who, till that time, ^'^'^. 
had continued in the equeilrian order, being judged un- ^^^I^V^h 
equal CO any public employment, on account of the weak- 
nefs both of his body and mind. We are told, that, when 
he firft entered the forum with the fafces, an eagle perched 
upon his (houlder ; an accident which was looked imon as a 
,prognoliic of his future grandeur. The fame day Caius, in flUheHk 
a fpeech to the fenate^ declaimed with great vehemence '^"'A* 
againft the diforders of the late adminiftration, promifed to 
avoid them as much as lay in his power, and folemnly pro- 
tefted, that he had nothing fomuch at heart, as to render 
the people happy whom the gods had committed to his care. 
The fenate decreed, that his fpeech (hould be publicly read 
every year, doubtlefs to remind him of the promifes he had 
made, and to lay him under fome obligation of perform* 
ing them. On the lad day of Auguft^ which was his' 
birth-day, he entertained the people with the moft magni- 
ficent fhows that had ever been exhibited in Rome ; and, 
jon this occafion, cuihions were firft laid on the feats of the 
Senators, who, till that time, had fat, both in the fenate 
iand theatre, on bare benches *. Thenceforth no day pafled 
Without fome fhew^ the emperor taking great pleafure in 
1 

* Suet, in Calig. cap. i5. ^ Dio, lib. lix. p. 644. & Suet, in 

jClaud. |cap. 7. 
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f\ich direrfions^ and expending^ on fuch occaConS, m^ 
menfe fums. 

t)uring his confulfhip, he reftored the kingdom of Co^ 
magene to Antiochus, the fon of that Antiochus, who had 
been expelled by Tiberius, ordering, at the fame time, a 
hundred million? of fefterces, that is, about a tnillionof 
our money, to be paid him, by way of reftitution for the 
revenues of his kingdom, which Rome had fo long enjoyed^ 
without any juft title "*. Antiochus, in gratitude to fo ge- 
nerous a benefaclor, gave two of hi^ names to a town of 
Comagene, calling it Caefarca Germanica, which were af- 
terwards changed into that of Germanicia. Of bis gcnero- 
fity to Agrippa, we fpoke in the hiflory of the Jews; and 
therefore (hall only obferve here, that he bcftowed on him 
the'tetrarchy of his uncle Philip, with the title of king} 
but referved fpr himfelf the reft of Judaa, whither he dif- 
patched this year Marcellus, in quality *Gf governor, in the 
room of Pontius Pilate, whom Lucius Vitellius, governor 
of Syria, had fent to Rome, to anfwer the many grievous 
complaints of the Jewifh people, whom he had opprelfcd 
in a moft tyrannical' manner ". His generofity to private 
perfons was no lefs remarkable ; for a fire happening w 
the firft months of his reign, he made good the loffes which 
every particular fufFe/'er had filftained. To a freed-womao, 
who had endured moft exquifite torments, without difco- 
vering the crime of a patron, he gave eighty thoufand fo 
fterces. For thefe and other bounties^ a (hield of goldj 
with his image, was decreed, which, by order of the fenatCj 
was 'to be carried annually, on a certain day, by the col* 
leagues of priefts, to the Capitol, the fenators following i|j 
and the children of noblemen finging hymils in praife rf 
his virtues : befides, it was ordained, that the* day ofhisac- 
ceflion to the empire fhould be called Palilia, as if Ro*J 
had been founded anew on that day. Caius, having hcW 
the confulatetwo months and ten days, refigned thefato 
to thofc who had been appointed by Tiberius, for the rcll 
of the year 5 but their names we find no where recorded. < 

It was probably about this time that Caius wrote tol^ 
cius Vitellius, governor of Syria, to conclude a peace wi* 
Artabanus, king of the Parthians. Suetonius tells us inofl* 
phce, that Vitellius ufed every kind of artifice to draw Ar* 
tabanus to a conference**; and in. another, that the Par- 
thian king, who had always fhewn the utmoft conteinpfi 
and an irreconciieable hatred, to Tiberius, fought, of ntt 

m Dio, Hb Hx. p. 644, & feq. Suet in Caljg. cap. 16. "J'^ 
feph. Antiq. lii). xviii. cap. 8. • Suet, in Vitcl. ap. «• 

0^ 
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dwri accord, the fricndfliip of Caius. According to Did 
Caflttis, that prince had already pafied the Euphrates, an4 
Viras upon the pojnt of invading Syria, when Viteliius, com^ 
ing unexpeftedly upon him, obliged him to agree to a. 
peace. Be that as it may, Artabanus an^ ViteUius cam€ 
to an interview on a bridge, which they caufed to be laid 
over the Euphrates^ each attended by a certain number of 
guards ; and concluded a treaty, the conditions of which 
Were very advantageous to the Romans '. ' The l^rtbiaa 
even condefcended to give, by way of hoftage,^ one of his 
own fons ^, or, at lead, a youth of great diftin£lion, named . 
Darius, probably of the race of the Arfacidx, whom he fqnt 
feme time after to Rome, with a Jew, named Eleazar, feven 
cubits high. When the treaty was concluded, Herod Anti* 
pas,tetrarch of Galilee, gave a magnificent eritertainment to 
Artabanus and Vitellius, under a rich pavilion, raifed upon 
boats in the middle of the river. Suetonius ' and DioCa&us 
tell us, that Artabanus pafled the Euphrates, adored the eagles 
and enfignsof the legions, and kiffed the images of Auguftus 
sind Caius Caefar. Herod immediately difpatched meffengers 
to RomCi with a minute account of this tranfaftion, who 
arriving before the meflengers of Vitellius, the emperor re- 
ceived the latter coldly, telling them, that Herod had al*- 
ready tranfmitted to him a detail of all that had been^one 
on the Euphrates ; a circundftance which occafioned a mif* 
underftanding between the tetrarch of Galilee and Vitellius. 

After Caius had thus happily reigned about eight months^ Hiistakim 
he was feized with a violent fit of illnefs, occaGoned by in- «^- 
temperance and debaucheries : while Tiberii|^ lived, he was 
moderate in his diet; but, upon that emperor's death, he 
f orfook his former way of living, and gave himfelf up to all 
manner of irregularities ; which fo afFefted his conftitution, 
that, towards the end of Oftober, he fell dangeroufly ilL 
As that was the time of the year in which thofe who traded 
to foreign countries retumed'home, news of the emperor's 
indifpofition were immediately carried to all the provinces 
of the empire, and every where received with the greateft Thtjo^ oJH 
tokens of forrow imaginable •. At Rome, his palace wajj '^^/f^^ 
conftantly crouded with multitudes of people of all ranks, H^^^ 
enquiring after his health ; many pafled whole nights at 
his gate, and fome, devoting their lives for his, promifed to 
fight amongft the gladiators for his fafety. At length hb 
recovery reftored happinefs to the whole empire. Innu- 
merable vtdims were (Iain, and facrifices offered in the moft 

P ]o(«ph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 6. q Bio, lib. liic. p. 66 1, 

r Suet, in Calig. cap. 14, & ia Vitel. cap. x. • Philo Legat. iid 

Caiom. p. 994, 995. 
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diftant provinces fubje£l to Rome, as a thankfgiving to lAai 
gods for io fignal a favour. But how blitid is man in his 
imagination ; how vain in his hope, and ignorant of what 
is moil to his advantage ! This prince, fo much beloved, 
and univerfally efteemed as the author of all public and pri- 
vate happinefsy either fuddenly changed his nature, or dif- 
covered that which he had hitherto artfully difguifed. 
Some writers think, that this diftemper afie£led his brain ; 
for, ever after, he was much troubled for want of deep, 
never reding above three hours in a night, and that not 
quietly, but conftancly frightened with ftrange dreams, and 
dreadful imaginations ; fo that he pafled great part of the 
night either fitting up in his bed, or wandering about the 
galleries of his palace, longing for day. He w^s himfelf, 
fays Suetonius ', fo fenfible of the infirmity of his mind, 
that he once refolved to retire, in order to purge his brain. 
He was troubled, when a child, with the falling-ficknefs \ 
and in his youth, though patient of labour and hardfhips, 
fubjedl to fainting-fits Others afcribe this unaccountable 
conduct to a philtre or love-potion, which was afterwards 

Siven him by his wife Ca^fonia, and impaired his under* 
anding. Whatever was the caufe of this change, it is 
certain, that, from the time of this malady to the hour of 
his dcrith, headed more like a madman than a confiderate 
prince ; fo that, for the reft of his reign, the reader is to 
exped an uninterrupted train of execrable vices, monftrous 
extravagancies, and fuch ridiculous inconfiftencies, as can- 
not be related with that gravity and decency which become 
an hiftorian. 

On his accef&on to the throne, he would admit of no 
titles of honour i but, foon after his recovery, he aflumed 
them all in one day, though Auguftus had taken them fe^ 
parately,. and Tibet ius had declined fome of theoE^ to the 
laft ". Thefe were probably the titles of Auguflus, empe* 
ror, high pontiff, perpetual tribune. From feveral medaU 
\ which have reached our times ^, it appears, that he bore 
all thefe titles before his fecond confulate \ but that of fa- 
ther of his country he did not affume till the third year of 
his tribunitial power. To the above mentioned titles he 
added the following furnames, ftyling himfelf the moft 
pious, the fon of the camp, the father of the armies, the 
moft gracious, the mo(t mighty Caefar. This year Tibe- 
.rius, the fon of Drufus, took the manly robe ; on which oc- 
.cafion Caius, after many proteftations of kindnefs, and fin^ 
cere affe£lion, firft adopted him, and afterwards declared 
him prince of the Roman youth. Thefe honours the un- 
< Suet ill Caiig. cap. 50. « Dio, lib. iix« p. 64 1« v Goltz» p. ^t* 
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ifertunate Tiberius enjoyed a very, (hort time* Caius was 
not afhamed to put him to death a few days after he had 
folemnly declared, that his life was as dear to him as his 
. own, and that he would ever eherifh him as his own 
child. 

He no fooher adopted him, than he commanded fometri- andorJen 
bunes and centurions of his guards to acquaint the young l^l^u^^ 
prince, that he muft, with his own hand, put an end to his deaths 
life, on the fuppofition it was unlawful for any inferior per- 
fon to imbrue his hands in the blood of one of the imperial 
family. The innocent youth was ftruck with furprize and 
amazement, when the oflScers denounced to him the em- 
peror's orders. As he was of a mild temper, and had ever 
avoided affifting at executions, and even at the combats of 
gladiators, he prcfcnted his throat firft to the officer who 
ftoodnext to*him, and then to all the reft, inti'eatingthem, 
with many tears, to execute the cruel ordsr they had 
brought. As they all declined that office, purfuant to the 
emperor's orders, ftriftly forbidding them to be in any de- 
gree aiding and affifting to his death, the young prince at 
length drew his fword ; but not knowing where to ftrike, 
he begged they would at leaft ftiew him where the wound 
would prove mortal, and fooneft put an end to his life and 
mifery. So far they complied with his requeft ; and then 
the unfortunate youth ftabbed himfelf in their prefence* ; 
Caius, to palliate this firft aft of cruelty, which was foori 
followed by many others, pretended, that Tiberius had, 
during his illnefs, wiflied him de^d ; and that, through 
ifear of being poifoned, he had taken an antidote, which 
when he difcovered, he cried out, ** What ! an antidote 
againft Csefar !" But this pretetided antidote was only a re- 
medy he had taken for a cough, with which he had been 
long troubled. Thus he deftroyed the only prince, to 
whom thofe could apply, who might, in procefs of time, 
be diflatisfied with his government. As for his uncle Clau- 
dius^ he confidered'him as a perfon utterly unfit for any 
office in the empire, or in private life^ as he really was j 
and therefore fpared him. 

Being, by the death of Tiberius, delivered from all re- ^' **f** 
ftraint and control, he gave a loofe to his furious paffions, i^u%g^ 
and commenced an open enemy to mankind, an inhuman kinds Qf 
tyrant, or rather, as Suetonius ftyles him, an outrageous viichdn^t, 
monfter. Soon after his recovery, he obliged all thofe who, 
during his malady, had devoted their lives for his, and pro- 
mifed to fight amongft the gladiators, to fulfil their pro*^ 

z Suet: in Calig. cap, t%. Dlo, lib. lix. p. 64.5, 646. 
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mtfe. Becaufe one was fomewhat backward in the acc6A> 
pliihment of his vow, he caufed him to be adorned like a 
Yi£lim, and delivered to a company of rude and mercikfs 
boys, who, after abufing him in a mod cruel manner, 
dragged him through the ftreets, and at laft threw him 
down a precipice, and put an end to hia Hfe '• 

His grajadmother Antonia, venerable for her age, and no 

lefs illuftrious for her quality (for flie was the daughter of 

Marc Antony, the niece of Auguftut, fiftcr-in-law of TW 

berius, and mother of Drufus), having undertaken tjo ad- 

moniih him, he refented that freedom to fuch a degree, 

^thi death that he reduced her to the neceffity of laying violent hands 

?^^'' on herfelf 5 whether by an exprefs order, or only by the fu- 

^htrA»' P^rcilious manner witti which he treated her, we arc not 

fonia. ^^^^' That illuftrious princefs havii^ one day begged to 

fpeak with him in private, he refufed her that favourf stei 

ordered Macro to be prefent the wjiole time flie ccmtinuel 

with him. On another occafion, as fee offered to advife 

him, he immediately interrujJted her in a violent rage, bH- 

ding her remember, that he could do what he pleafed with 

whqm he pleafed Withthefe indignities and affronts, it is 

moft probable, he haftened her death. Some, indeed, have 

written, that he caufed her to be poifoned. He beftowed 

no honours upon her after her death, and, from one of 

the windows of his palace, beheld the funeral pomp quite 

unconcerned. 

Yr. of Fl. The next confuls were M, Aquilijis Julianas and P. No* 

A*D^' 8 "^"^ Afprenas, appointed by Tiberius, whofe p»romoM 

U. C. 786! ^^^us did not think fit to alter. In the beginning of tl# 

• ' year, the fenate and confuls bound themfelves, by a foletM 

oath, to obferve all the conftitutions of Auguftus and Gates, 

without mentioning thofe of Tiberius; and this omiffion 

paffed into a cuftom, which ever after prevailed. At the 

fame time vows were made fcM* the fafety of Caiixs and te 

lifters^ Dio Cailius obferves, that, on the fame day^ a flaife 

named Macaon, placing himielf upoh the bed of Juptter 

Capitolinus, foretold many dreadful calamities ; and, when 

' he had done, killed firft a fmall dog which he had brongbt 

with him, and then himfelf (G). 

, , . y Suet, in Calig cap, 17. Di6, lib. lix. p. 645. 

(G) Suetonius tells us, that manded his guards to take (om 

' Caius, having advanced this of the dirt, and befmear with it 

yeai- Flavius Vefpafianus to the the aedile's embroidered robe. 

aeJilelhip, and being atigyy with This difgrace feme interpretci 

liim for his temrffriefs in feeing as a prefage of Vefpafian's ft* 

the ftreets kept clean, which ture granweor* 
was part of liis province, com* 

Dia 
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Dio Caf&Hi 4nd Suetonius give us deeding accounts of Farinu 
the crueltiejj pra^ifed by this bloody idiot in tic fccond if^anaf^ 
year of his r^ign. Among the reft, tbey lel^e, that one o/Caiuj*0 
day, Sliding there were no criminals condemned to fighi ^'^^^ ^' 
with the wUd beaft^, according to the barbarous cuftom 
which obtained at Rome, he commanded fuch of the peo- 
ple a9 were already come to behold the (hew^, to be thrown 
to tbem^ having nrft ordered their tongue^ to be cot out, 
that they might not difturb, with their cries and complaints, 
his inhuman diverfion. Finding it very chargeable to main- 
Cain the wild beafbi, which were kept for JTuch entertain- 
ments, he 0{^n vifited the prifons in perfon ; and, order- 
ing all the prifoners to be ranged in a gallery before him, 
lentepced many of them to be thrown to the wild beads; 
without e^mining whether they were guilty or innocent. 
Once^ ia particular, as they ftood before nim, he com^ 
manded all to*be taken away to feed his beads, a calvo ad ' 
calvum, i. e^^ from fuch a bald bead, whom he pointed out, 
to another* Great numbers of old men, of infirm perfons, 
and of fuch as were reduced to poverty, met with the fame 
cruel fate^ the inhuman tyrant pretending, thait, by fucb 
unheard«of barbarities, he confulted the public welfare, 
fince he delivered the date from perfons who were only f0 
many burdens Ik» ib^ cooimo^wealtb (H). 

(H) A Roman knight, whom and extraordmary fiature, d^ * 

he had caufed to he thrown to unhappy father went iinmedi- 

the wild beaflsy crying out, ately to intercede for his child; 

that he was innocent, he order- hut the cruel monfter, mftead 

ed him to be taken up, his of regarding his tears and in- 

tongue to J)e cut out, and then treaties, commanded the inno" 

to be thrown in again. It was cent youth to be executed with. 

his conftant cuftom to oblige out delay ; and, when the new^ 

parents, though free frpm all of his death were brought, to 

guilt, to alfid at the execution infult nature itfelf, he invited 

of their childreqi; and often or- the didrelfed parent to dine 

^ered them tohe ai&ffinated the with him that day, and forced 

following night ip their houfes. him, by threatening to treat in 

To one of them« who pretend- like manner his other fon, if he 

cd ficknefs, and bep;ed to be betrayed any fymptoms of grie^ 

excufed, he fent his own lit- to drink to excefs, and, in the 

ter (!)• Having caufed the fon height of his affli(ftion, to (hew 

-of an illuftriousKoman knight, fuch outward figns of jo)r, at 

named Paftor, to be be dragged would have been, at any time, 

to prifon, becaufe he was re- altogether unbecoming a perfoa 

snarkable for his comelinefs, of his rank and age (2). 

(1) Suet, in Calig. capt s6^ 27. Dio, p. 647, (i) Senec.de 

ira, lib. ii. c^p. 33- 

»b^ Ca. 
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Caninius lulus having, in a private converfation, advifed 
Caiu8, with great freedom, to alter his condu^, as he was 
withdrawing, • That you may not flatter yourfelf, Cani- 
nius, with vain hopes (faid the emperor), I have already 
The COM' figncd the warrant for your death/' At thcfe words Cani<v 
fiancyand nius, without {hewing the leaft concern, turning about, 
*''J^^''!^7 ** I return you thanks (faid he), moft gracious prince, for 
usluluT' ^^^^ favour." As the decree of the fenate, granting to con- 
demned perfons ten days refpite, was, in this inftance, ob- 
fcrved by Caius, the undaunted Caninius, during that inter- 
val, never betrayed the leaft uneafinefs;^infomuch that the 
centurion who came, when the ten days were expired, to 
fee the fentence put in execution, found him playing, with 
his ufual calmnefs, at chefs. When the executioner ap- 
peared, he ftarted up with a chearful countenance, em- 
braced his friends, and, taking his leave of them, told 
them, that he fliould foon know whether the foul was im- 
mortal ", that, in the very article of his death, he would 
particularly remark in what manner it abandoned the bodyj 
and, after his deceafe, return to acquaint his friends with 
the ftate of fouls after their feparation. He then offered 
his neck to the executioner with the intrepidity of a true 
hero^ 
Ji^ancfsof The emperor,- if fuch an inhuman > madman rfefervcs 
Caius suH' that name, afliftcd in perfon at moft executions ; fo great 
pdralteUd was the delight he took in butchery and bloodfhed ; but 
^riielfj, always caufed the mouths of thofe, who fufFered in public, 
to be ftopt," either with their cloathsj^ or a fponee, kft 
they Oiould upbraid him with his wjckednefs *. He feldom 
fufFered them to be difpatched at oncct that they migh( 
/eel \themfelvfs dying ; which was his ufual expreflioa. 
While he was at table, lie often caufed criminals, and 
fometimes innocent perfons, to be racked in his prefencc 
and their heads to be cut off by a foldier, who did it with 
great (kill and dexterity. Being once miftaken in the name 
of a perfon, whom he ordered to be executed inftead of an« 
other, when he underftood hjs error, ** It is no matter 
ffaid he) ; he dpferv^d it, as well as the other.'' Five of 
the gladiators called retiarii, becaufe they ufed. in fight-? 
ing, certain nets, haying yielded to thf like number of fc- 
cutores, who were their opponents, hp compnanded them 
to be flain ; but orje of the five, ihatchjijg up his arms, killr 
rd all the conquerors. This action Caligula condemned a$ 
cruel, lamented it in public, and loaded all thqfe with 
Curfes who were fo brutal as tp behold it. ' As he pretend- 

^ Scnec. de Ira, cap. 14. * Idem ibid, cap. 19. 

cd 
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€<! to great ftill in fencing, a famous gladiator, with whom 
h« often fought in jeft, pretending to be conquered, fell 
down at his feet, as the gladiators, who were overcome, 
ufed to do. His flattery coft him dear ; for Caius, taking 
advantage of his fall, ftabbed him with a dagger ; then, 
with a branch of palm-tree, the fymbol of viftory, in his 
hand, he ran up-and-down triumphing, as if he had fairlv 
overcome his antagonift. One night at fupper he burft 
fuddenly into a loud laughter, and the confuls, who fat 
near him, defiring, with great refpcft, to know the caufc 
of his mirth ; ** What makes me fb merry (faid he), is, that 
I can hav^ both your throats cut with the leaft nod of my 
head." A vt£Hm being brought to the altar, and ready to 
be facrificed, he appeared unexpefledly among the reft in 
the habit of a prieft, and, lifting up the axe, as if he de- 
signed to kill the vi£lim, he 4Lnocked out the brains of the 
prieft who ftood by him. Having demanded of one, who 
had been banifhed by Tiberius, and recalled by him, how 
he employed himfelf in his exile, upon his anfwering, that 
he had conftantly prayed for the ^leath of Tiberius, that he 
(Caius) might come to the empire^ he immediately con- 
cluded, that thofe whom he had baniflied prayed like wife 
iot his death; and, upon that prefumption, difpatched 
officers to the i^ands, with orders to put them all to the 
fword without mercy *. 

Tothefe, and innumerable other afts of cruelty, related Thedeaik 
at length by Suetonius and Dio Caffius, the latter adds the ofMitcro 
death of Macro and his wife, whom Caius, with the iit- ^"^^'^ 
moft ingratitude, caufed to be put to death. To Macro he 
was indebted for bis life and empire, and had promifed him 
the goyerx^naent of Egypt, the higheft poft to which a 
knight coi^ld afpire ; but, inftead of the promifed reward, 
he ordered botb him and his wife, as fome hiftorians have 
virritten S to difpatch themfelves with their own hands. 
With them were put to death all their children, and even 
their flaves ; fo that not one of the whole family was left 
alive. Macro, indeed, according to the charafter Tacitus 
gives us of him, deferyed fo tragical an end ; but not at 
Caius's hands. The true caufe of his death was, if Philo 
is to be credited, his ufing, with more liberty than the 
tyrant could endure, the authority which his eminent fcr^ 
vices gave him 5 but Caius charged him with other crimes, 
and pretended, that, unmindful of his condition, he hjd 
^ven challenged an equal fhaie in the fovereign power ^. 

i» Suet, in Calig. cap. 30—34. ^ philo Legat. p. loop. 

4 Idem ibid. p. looit Dio, p. 647'. 
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The next pcrfon he facrificed to his revenge was M«SIa« 
nus, whole daughter he had tnarried in Tiberius's reigo^ a 
man of a moft illuftrious defcent, and highly efteemed, on 
account of his great experience in affairs^ bis prudence, and 
eminent probity. He took upon him to difapprove of 
Caius's wild meafures, and fuggeft a plan of condud, by 
which he would have aiifwercd the expe£lation the pviblic 
had entertained of him ; but the jealous princet having a 
great opinion of his own abilitiesf and looking upon thofe 
as his enemies who did not approve of \ii8 meafuresy re* 
folvcd to feize the firft opportunity to rid himfelf rf fo 
troublefome a monitor. One day he fuddeniv refblved to 
divert himfelf on the fea. Silanus, who could not endure 
the agitation of the (hip, begged to be excufed from attends 
ing him. This requeft Caius imputed to him as a great 
crime, pretending, that he remained afhore, with a defign 
to feize on the empirCy in cafe any misfortune had happen- 
ed to him ; and, upon this groundlefs pretext, he obliged 
him to cut his own throat with a razor " (I), The death of 
Silanus was followed by that of many other perfona of great 
diftin£tion, whom he condemned, under pretence, that 
they had been acccflbry to the death of his' mother or bro- 
thers, though his real motive was tp feize oii their eftates $ 
for he had already Squandered away great part of the im? 
menfe t^eafure left him by Tiberius. 

«Dio, 646. Suet^in Calig. cap. ftv 



(I) Julius Graecinus, father 
^f the famous Agricola, had, 
fome time before, been ordered 
by Caius to accufe Silanas, and 
t)ut to death for declining that 
infamous of!}ce. Graecinus was 
a fenator, no lefs famous for his 
eloquence than his probity. Se- 
neca often mentions him , and 
tells us, that, not being able 
to defray the expences of the 
public jbews, which he wa^ ■ 
obliged to exhibit, in virtue of 
his office, Fabius Perficus, a 
man of great wealth, but of an 
indifferent character, fent him 
avcryponfiderable fum ; whfch 
he refufed,anfwcring his friends, 
lyho objedled to his unfeafon- 
able gencrofity j '* Would yoi^ 



have me to accept fi favour of 
one, with whom I fhould not 
care to eat ?'' Rubellius, who 
had been conful, but was a man 
of the fame ftamp with Perfir 
cus, fent him a larger fum thaa 
the other; which he likewife 
rejeded : but, Rubellius prcff- 
ing him, he begged to be oc* 
cufcd, faying, ** Neither have 
I accepted any thing of Perfir 
cus." The fame writer telb 
us elfewhere, that he was mur- 
dered by Caius's orders, bc- 
caufe he was a better man tham 
was exp,edient for any one to 
be under a tyrant. He wrote a 
book upon agriculture, wlaiA 
h quoted by Columella. 

Thii 
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. ' T|m8 year, abdut the month of July, died his fifter Dru* Dru/tlla 
fiUa. She had been given by Tiberius, five years before, to WiW. 
L. Caflius Lbnginus, and taken from him foon after by 
Caius, who lived publicly with her, as if (he had been his 
own wife, and had, during his ficknefs> appointed her to 
fucceed him in the empire ^(K). 

Caius had continued a widower ever fince the death of Ju- Hh mar^ 
nia, the daughter of Silanus. But C. Calpurnius Pifo marry- riagtsand 
ing Livia Oreftilla, and inviting the emperor to his wedding, ^*^^^^^** 
\v^hen the folemnity was over, he commanded the bride to 
be carried to his own palace, and there married Her ; but 
divorced her a few days after, and in the term of two years, 
or two months, as fomc affert, baniflied both Tier and Pifo, 
under pretence that they had lived together 8. Not long 
^ter, he married Lollia raulina, the grand-daughter of M. 
Lollius, whom Auguftus had appointed governor of Caius 
Cacfar, when he fent him into the Eaft. Lollia was already 
married to C. Memmius Regulus, governor of Macedon 



f Suet, cap, »4. 



f Suet. cap. 25. Dioy p. 646, 648. 



(K) He had maintained with 
her, as well as with his other 
(iders, if Suetonius is to be cre- 
dited, a criminal converfation 
eTcn before (he was married. 
She was immediately ranked 
amongft the gods, and thence- 
forth ffyled the goddefs Dru- 
filla ; which impious title the 
proftitute bears on fome Greek 
inedals, which have reached our 
times. A fenator, named Li- 
Tius Greminus, declared in full 
fenate upon his oath, that he 
faw her carried up to heaven^ 
Seneca rallies him with a good 
ileal of humour upon this vi« 
lion ; but neverthelefs chofe ra- 
ther to adore the divinity of 
Drufilla than incur the difplea- 
fure of the prince. The em- 
peror's paffion for his fifter ap- 
peared no lefs foolifh after her 
death, than it had been infa- 
inous during her life. He im- 
mediarely left Rome, and after 
paying wandered fome time up 



and down Campania, he pailed 
over into Sicily, where he ex- 
hibited moft magnificent (hews, 
and repaired, at a vaft charge, 
the walls of Sy racufe,' and fome 
teftiples that were decayed with 
age. He ridiculed many things, 
which were looked upon by the 
Sicilians as miracles ; but was 
io terrvfied with the fmoke and 
noife of Mount i£cna, that he 
led from Meifina in the night, 
being afraid to wait till day ap- 
peared. Upon his return to 
Rome, he purfued the cofurfe of 
his cruelties with more barbarity 
than ever. Jf any one betrayed 
joy, it was on account of the 
death of Drufilla ; if forrow, it 
was on account of thcdivinc 
fcnours that were paid her ; 
and both were crimes againft the 
flate, and puniihed with death : 
infomuch that they were all at 
a lofs how to comport them- 
felves, it being alike dangerous 
to mourn, and to rejoice (i ) • 



(i) Senec- ad Polyb. cap. 36. Suet, cap, a4. 
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and Acliaia ; but Caius having heard in a private convefia* 
tion, that her grandmother had b€en famous for her beauty, 
he immediately, forced her from her hufband, and inarried 
her ; but in a fhort time not only put her away, but threat- 
ened her with death, if flic either returned to her former 
hufcand, or wedded any other man. 
Ws pridi The bloody monfter, finding that no perfon prefumed to 
MdfoUj* oppofe his will, notwithftanding the many murders he daily 
committed, began to look upon himfelf as raifed above the 
condition of a mortal' man. To confirm him in Ais cbildifh 
opinion, he is faid to have ufed the following ridiculous 
argument : as thofe to whofe care ftiecp, oxen, and other 
cattle, are committed, are themfelves neither iheep nor 
oxen, but of a nature infinitely fuperior to the condition 
of thofe animals *, fo thofe who are exalted above all men 
and creatures in the world, ought not to be regarded as 
men, but reverenced like gods ^ He firft betrayed this ex- 
travagant notion at an entertainment with fome foreign 
kings, who came to pay him homage. As a difpute arofc 
araongft thofe princes about the nobility of their extraftion, 
Caius, ftarting up, repeated a verfe of Homer in the per- 
fon of Ulyffcs : ** Be there one king alone, one lord, be^ 
low •,** and was for afluming immediately the diadem, and 
changing the government into a monarchy. Being told, 
that he was already above all the kings and monarchs of the 
Gmims £' earth, he from that time challenged the honours paid to 
WW h9' the demigods, fuch as Hercules, Bacchus, and Typhon, at 
fuming the drefs in which they were reprefented, and ap- 
pearing fometimes with a lion's (kin about his flipulders^ 
and a club in his hand, to perfonate Hercules ; fometimes 
with wings at his feet, and a caduceus in his hand, like 
Mercury. However, he foon thought it beneath him to be 
honoured only as a demigod, and claimed the worlhip paid 
to Apollo, Mars, and even Jupiter : he caufed the heads to 
be taken off their ftatues, and his own to be fubftitutcd in 
their room. He often placed himfelf in the temple of 
Caftor and Pollux, between the ftatues of thofe brothers, to 
be adored by all who came to offer their vows to them : he 
enlarged his palace, and hipught one wipg of it clofe to 
the temple of thofe two fabulous deities, which he altered 
to the form of a portico, thattbe gods themfelves, as he 
ufed to fay, might ferve him in quality of porters ; and 
frequently changed his godhead, being one day a male 
deity, and another a female ; fometimes Jupiter, at other 

" Philo, Chron. p. looi. 
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times Mars \ fometimes Neptune or Apollo^ and fometimes 
Venus. 

That he might be cfteemed a trie Jupiter, he had inveji- Huimfuff. 
tions to imitate thundet and lightning ; and, when the 
thunder was fuppofed to fall, he ufed to throw a ftone 
againft heaven with the impious defiance in Homer, *' Do ' 

thou take me from hence, or Fll take thiee." He often 
-went to the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, and, placing 
himfelf by his ftatue, fometimes whifpered, then laid his 
car clofe to it, as it were to receive an anfwer. Sometimes 
he feemed to be very angry with Jupiter, and was once 
heard to tell him in a threatening ftyle, that ** he would 
fend him back into Greece (L).*' At length being over- 
come by the importunity of the gods, as he foolifhly de- 
clared, who defired his company, he joined his palace to 
the Capitol by an arch built over the temple of Auguftus ; 
and fome time after, that he might J>e yet nearer, he laid 
the foundations of a i^ew houfe in the court of the Capi- 
tol K 

1 Suet. cap. ftSy & 5s. Dio, p. 660, 661. Philo, p. 1003. 



(L) Dio Caflius tells us, that ' 
a Gaul, feeiAg him one day (it- 
ting on a throne in the figure of 
Jupiter, could not hclpburfting 
into a loud laugh ; which Caius 
hearing, afkcd him, ** What 
do you take me for ? ** *' For a 
great fool," frankly anfwered 
the G^ul. This affront, which 
would hs^ve coll a fenator or 
Jcnighc his life, Caius pardoned, 
thinking it perhaps below him 
to exert his vengeance on fo 
contemptible a perfon ; for he 
was by profeflion a (hoemaker. 
He caufed all the temples of 
Greece to be dripped of their 
ilatues, pictures, and other or- 
paments, which he conveyed 
to Rome, crowding with them 
his own temple, hi^ palace, his 
villas, and his gardens (i). He 
ordered the famous (latue of 

Jupiter Olympius, donebyPhi- 
ias, and'held in great venera- 
pon by the Greeks, to be tran- 



fported to Home. We are told, 
that the ihip which was build- 
ing for that purpofe, was burnt 
by lightning ; and that as often 
as the workmen attempted to re- 
move the ftatue, a great noife waf 
heard, like that of perfons de- 
riding their attempt. Memmiu^ 
Regulus, governor of Greece, 
who was charged to fee the cele- 
brated ftatue conveyed to Rome, 
wrote to Caius, acquainting 
him, that he could not obey his 
commands on ;iccount of fome 
extraordinary prodigies, and be- 
caufe the workmen aflured him, 
that if once removed, it would 
fall to pieces. Hereupon, in 
the tranfport of his rage, he 
abufed and threatened Jupiter 
for daring to oppofe his fove- 
reign will, and would have put 
Memmius to death, had he not 
been firft put to death him- 
felf (2). 



(1) Phil* {«eg. 1004. Jof. Ant. lib. xix«cap. i. («} Dio, p. 66s« 
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Finally, his pride, folly, and impiety, carried him fo far,, 
that he built a temple for himfelf, at a vail charge, an4 
tiedicated to his own divinity, placing in it his ftatue in 
gold, executed to the life, and every day cloathed in the 
fame robed which he himfelf wore. He likewife inftituted 
priefts and priefteffes to officiate in bis new temple, the 
greateft and richeft men in Rome, fo great was their de« 
generacy at this time, purchafing the infamous prieftbood 
with vaft fums ; for Caius fold it at fuch an extravagant 
price, that his uncle Claudius not being able to /lifcharge 
the debt, amounting to eight millions of fefterces, which 
he contra£led on that occafion, was obliged to furrender 
all his effe£^s to his creditors, who publicly fold tfaem by 
auction ^» The facriiices which hit priefts daily o£fered, 
were peacocks, pheafants, Numidian hens, &c. He be- 
came at laft prieft to himfelf, and admitted to the fame dig*, 
nity his wife Caefonia, whom I^e married the year follow* 
ing ; and alfo his horfe, the moft proper prieft for fuch 
a deity '• Befides the temple which he built to himfelf 
in his palace, the fenate decreed him another, which was 
begun and Executed accordingly «. 

In the following year Caius refui^ed the fafces, having 
for his colleague Lucius Apronius Csefianus ; but held them 
only thirty days ». When he entered upon his confullhip, 
and alfo when he reGgned it, he took the ufual oaths, like 
a private citizen ; but while he thus afie3:ed popularity, he 
filled the city with blood and (laughter, caufmg thofe very 
perfons who had been impafoned by Tiberius, .and by him- 
fclf fet at liberty^ to be dragged to prifon again, and exe- 
cuted for the pretended crimes with which they had been 
charged in the former reign. The people not af&fting at 
the feews, which he exhibited almoft every day, with the 
eagernefs he expeftedj,^ he commanded the public granaries 
to be fliut up, with a dcfign to ftarve them, and negleftcd 
no opportunities that oflFered to injure them. Once, in par- 
ticular, he caufed them all to be driven by his guards out 
of the circus ; on which occafion great numbers of the 
common people were cruihed to death in the throng, and 
above twenty knights, and as many women of diftindion, 
loft their lives. At another time, becaufe they did not de- 
clare for the gladiators, whom he favoured, be caufed the 
awning, which covered the amphitheatre, to be taken down; 
and having thus expofcd them to the fcorc^ing heat of the 



k Suet, in Claud, cap. 9. 
» Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 673, 
T^cit. Ann. i'tb' vi. cap. 4. 
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fUfi) lie threatened with inftant death fuch as (hould oiFer 
to retire *. "^The acclamations of the people in the theatre 
diipleafing him, he uttered the inhuman wifh, thht the 
whole Roman people had but one neck, that he might di& 
patch them all at a blow (M). 

Hiftortans, amongft the tranfa<^iohs of this year, take 
notice of the fooHlh regard he paid to one of nis horfes, 
tiamed Incitatus, whom he often invited to his table, fed 
with gilt oats, and prefented with the moft delicious wmcs 
in cups of gold. His ftable was compofed of marble, his 
manger of ivory, his collar of pearls, and his covering of 
rich purple. He appointed him a great number of attend- 
ants, and fupplied him* with furniture no lefs magnificent 
than his own, that he might receive and entertain in a man- 
ner fuiiable to his rank fuch as came to wait upon him ; 
•for he was a member of the college of Caiui's priefts, and 
colleague to Claudius^ to Csefonia, and to the chief nobi- 
lity of Rome : the emperor defigned to raife him to the 
confulfliip, and would have honoured him, as was generally 
believed, with that dignity, if he had lived longer p. 

Caius had hitherto difapprovcd of Tiberius*s conduA, and 
feemed to be greatly delighted with theinveftives that were 
tittered againft him. But this year, in the fenate, he told Hislpnck 
the fathers, that he, who was emperor, might well ccnfure tothg/i-^ 
the meafures of his predeceffor j but that it feemed very "^'* 
ftrange to him, that they (hould prefume to find fault with 
one who had governed them as their lord and fovereign. 
•* You inveigh againll him (faid he) as a tyrant, for having 
put many worthy citizens to death, without reflefting that 
yourfelves are involved in the fame guilt, fince he caufed 

* Suet. cop. &6. p Dio, p. 650. Suet. cap. 55. 

<M) He often wiflied for ibme their lawful fovereign, but as 
great calamity ; and envied Au- an implacable tyrant, one day, 
gufhis the happinefsof anarmy to be revenged on him, riiiiig 
maflacred, and Tiberius thedif- up, they abandoned the (hews, 
ader at Fidenac, where fifty which he was exhibiting at 
thoufand perfons were maimed, an iromenfe charge ; an af- 
or perilhed, by the fall of an front which piqued him to fuoh 
amphitheatre. Declaring him- a degree, that he immediately 
felt an enemy to his people, he left Rome, and retired to Cam- 
often madeufe of the expreffion pania, whence he did not re- 
of the old tragedian; ** Oderint turn to the city till the feaft of 
dum metuant; Let them hate his fifter Drufilla, which he fo- 
me as much as they pleafe, fo lemnized with extraordinary 
they fear me." The people, magnificence (i). 
confidering him no longer as 

(1) DiO| p. 650, Suet. cap. 30. 

none 
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none to be executed, who had not been firft convi&eti by 
your evidence, and condemned by your decrees. Since 
you honoured him fo much during his life, it ill becomes 
you thus to infult his memory after his death. Your con- 
duit fhew^ me whaj I may expeft from you when I' am 
gone," Having faid tnany things to this purpofe, he up- 
braided the whole fenate as the creatures and dependents 
of 5ejanus, as the betrayers of his mother and brothers, as 
H herd of mean fpirited flaves and flatterers; and concluded 
with introducing Tiberius, addrefling him in the following 
terms : " You have faid nothing, O Caius, but what I have 
by long experience found to be true : defpife them there- 
fore as unworthy of your efteem and afFedlion, and ufe them 
with all the feverity they defefve. They all hate you in 
their hearts, wi(h for your death, and will afTaffinate you, 
if they can with impunity. Lay afide therefore all hopes of 
gaining their afFeftions, defpife their impotent rage, and 
employ all your thoughts on your own fafety : whatever 
mod conduces to that, is mod juft and equitable. By tbefe 
means you will have nothing to fear, you will enjoy yoiir 
pleafures in fafety, and at the fame time be honoured oy them; 
for they have not the courage to oppofe you. If you ftudy 
to gain their afFeftions, you may perhaps acquire an empty 
reputation, which will die with you ; but muft refign your 
power, which will oflFer them an opportunity of attempting 
your life, and deftroying you 5 for the yoke of fovereigaty 
is ever grievous; a prince is honoured fo long as he is dread- 
ed ; when he is not feared, he is defpifed ; and woe to 
that prince whofe fubje£ks are more powerful than him- 
. felf 9." 
Re^ws Caius, having thus fpoken, revited the law of treafon, 

the law of and, withdrawing from the fenate, retired into the Country. 
majefly. -p^^g fenators, alarmed by fuch an unexpected fpecch, and 
in the utmoft confternation on account of the dangers that 
threatened them (for who had not exclaimed againft Tibe- 
rius?) were not capable of coming to any refolution that 
day ; but the following, long fpeeches were made in com- 
mend tri on of fo merciful, fo gracious a prince, who, after 
fuch juft and well-deferved reproaches, had been fo generous 
nejlavifli as not to exert his vengeance : they decreed, that the day on 
fpirttofthe w^jich he made this memorable fpeech, fhould be yearly 
Jenate, folemnized with vidims and facrifices as a feftival ; and 
heaped innumerable other honours upon a prince who had 
given fuch uncommon inftances of clemency and good-na- 
ture. One would think, that fuch adulation muft have paff- 

• ^ Dio, p. 65*. Suet, lib. iv. cap. 30* 
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cd for fotirc and mockery : but vanity is a credulous paf- 
fion ; Caius was highly pleafed w^ith fuch honours and 
praifes ; but neverthelefs put afterwards many of thofe to 
death, who had fpoken ill of Tiberius, though he hated all 
who fpokc well of that emperor '. 

This year is alfo remarkable for the famous work which ^^;^^ 
Caius undertook at Puteoli : it is difficult to determine which buiUs m 
tvas greater, the folly or the extravagance of the attempt. To l^rU^f up^ 
Ihew his power and greatnefs, and that he was able to walk *»'«^/<'«- 
upon the fea as well as the land, he caufed an infinite num- 
ber of fhips to be aflembled in all parts, and a great many 
new vcfTels to be built, which were all brought into the 
bay of Baix and Puteoli in Campania. There from the Theex* 
point of Baiae to the oppofite fliore of Puteoli they were p^nceand 
placed in two rows in the form of a crefcent, being fatten- ^^^ranja- 
ed and moored together with anchors, chains, and cables. ^^/^^ 
So many (hips were employed in this romantic undertaking, taking, 
that, none being left to convey corn to Rome, the city was 
greatly diftrefled by famine, which continued to the reign 
of Claudius % and, to the great fatisfadion of the tyrant, 
fwept off daily great numbers of the people. Seneca tells 
us that, when Caius was killed, there was not fufficient 
corn in the public granaries to maintain the people eight 
days longer'. When the fliips were well fecured, vail 
quantities of large planks .and boards were laid over them, 
and covered with earth. Thento make this ftupendous work 
the more magnificent and furprifing, he fent for an infinite 
number of artificers and workmen, who, at an immenfe 
charge, .and with incredible expedition, Caius punifliing 
the lead remiflhefs with inftant death, built houfes, and 
convenient inns, on the bridge, for the reception of the em- 
peror, and his numerous retinue. Into thefe public build- 
ings was conveyed frefli water in pipes from the land, Caius 
. delighting in fuch things only as to others feemed impof- 
fible- When this work was completed, Caius repaired to 
It with all the great lords of Rome, attended by crowds of 
people, who flocked from every quarter to behold the parade. 
Upon his arrival at Baiae, he offered folemn facrifices to the 
gods, efpecially to Envy, left the other deities fliould be 
touched with jealoufy in feeing their glory eclipfed. 

Then, proudly adorned with magnificent robes of gold, jjfj rtveU 
and armed with the breaft-plate of Alexander the Great, onthisoc^ 
. having a civic crown on his head, accompanied with the cajkn^ 
great officers of his army, and all the nobility of Rome, he 

' Dio, p. 651. • Saet- cap. 37. Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. 

I cap. I. • Senec. de Brev. Vit. cap. x8. 

mounted 
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mounted on faorfeback, and entering upon the bridge at 
Baise, rode in triumph to Puteoli. There he pafled the re- 
maining part of the day, and the following nighty when, 
wirh an infinite number of torches, lantherns, and other 
lights, placed in different parts of the work, the fea, the 
neighbouring mountains, and the fhore, were illuminated 
to a vafl diftance, Caligula boafling, that he had turned 
the night into day, as well as the fea into land. Next da} 
he appeared in the habit peculiar to the charioteers in the 
circus, and in a carriage drawn by two fine horfes, at« 
tended by young Darius, the Parthian hoftage, a fquadron 
of his guards, in bright armour, and a great train of bis 
friends, magnificently attired, hefet'outon his return to 
Baise. He halted, however, about the middle of the bridge; 
and there afcending a magnificent throne, made a folemn 
oration in praife of his own exploit in riding fo many miles 
• upon the fea, and of the pains and care taken by his fol- 

diers and workmen, among whom he diftributed large re- 
wards. He fpent all the day, anxl the next night, in this 
Caufes place, revelling and banqueting with his friends. When 
manypir- he began to be heated with wine, that he might perform 
fons to be {^xnt memorable adlion before he left his bridge, he fud^ 
^J'Stletu ^^^^1 caufed great numbers of people to be thrown into the 
fea, without diftin£lion of friend or foe, noble or ignoble; 
and, when they attempted to climb up into the veffels, he 
ordered them to be thruft off j fo that many periflied, 
though the far greater part fav6d themfelves by fwimming, 
though intoxicated, the fea proving extremely calm and 
fmooth the whole time, a circumftance which Caius ndl- 
culoufly afcribed to the rcfpeft Neptune had for him as a 
more powerful deity " (N), 
Hisava- Caius having by this and many other extravagancies ex- 
rict and haufted his exchequer, was guilty of all manner of rapine, 
and invented fuch penalties, confifcations, and impofts, as 
had never been heard of before. He would not allow any 
one to be legally a citizen of Rome whofe grant ran in the 
following terms, " To him and his pofterity */* unlefs he 
was the fon of him who obtained the grant ; pretending, 

« Dio, p. 653. Suet lib. iv. ctp. 19, 37. Jofeph* Antiq. lib. xviii. 
€&{>• 6. &Hb. mn- cap. i . Senec. Bre?. Tit. cap, iS. 

<(N) After this Caius returned ieif. Upon his d^arture, the 

<o Rome, and entered the city bridge, as Dio Camus feems ft) 

in triumph, for having over- infinuate (1), was immediately 

come, as he boalled, nature it- iiroken down* 

(1) Di«, p. 653. 
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ihat the word J>ofinity did |iot expend beyond fhat d^grjsc ; 
fo that moft or the Ropi?n citizens were ggain obliged to 
purchafc their freedom. He declared yofd ^nd of no cffeiSi 
the wills of ^11 from tfje beginning ojF Tibcrius'S rrigOy who 
had not named either tj)^ prince or himfolf 4mongit their 
heirs. Jp cpnfequence of this declaration fcveral perfong 
named him in their wills fimongfl th^^r friends and chil^ 
dren, which he knowing) caufed theip, under various prcr 
tences, to be put to death, that he might receive his marc 
the fooner : he was even heard to fay, tha|: it was a gre^t 
prefumption in them to live and keep him out of his mhe- 
ritance. • No commodities wh^tever^ not ever? tjie necef- 
faries of life, worp exempt from taxation. For all aftion^ 
at law, in what place foever comipenced, hie exuded the 
fortieth part of thp fubjeft in con.troyerfy, aud laid heavy 
lines on fuch as were ponvi£ted either of compounding or 
dropping the fuit. He enafted a law, enjoining all arti- 
ficers^, labourers, porters, and carriers, to pay into the ex- 
chequer the eighth part of their daily gains. Every profti- 
tute was obliged to give a certain portion of what (he earn- 
ed ; he was not afliamed to turn his own palace into a bro- 
thel-houfe, maintaining there great numbers of proditytes^ 
and fendiiTLg his officers to invite people of aU ranks to hi^ Zg-tot^T. 
diverfions (O); rp. 



Tunu his • 
palace into 
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(O) He recejyed thjs money 
himfelf of fuch as came, and 
ordered his officers to enter their 
names in his hooks as perfons 
well affe6led to C^jfar, He like* 
wife encouraged gaming-houfes, 
frequenting them himfelf; and 
at laii he appointed an apart- 
ment 1^ his o^yn palace for 
gameflW^, and there fpent great 
part of his time. We are told, 
that one day obferving two Ro- 
man knight* of great eftates ac- 
cidentally paffing by, he imme- 
diately went down, caufed both 
to be apprehended, and their 
fixates to be conHfcated ; and 
then, returning with joy to his 
game, boaHed that he had ne- 
yer had a better throw. An- 
pther time, wanting money for 
his ftake, he went down and 
caufed feveral noblemen to be 
put to death ; then returning, 

Vol, XII. 



told the company, that while 
they fat playing tor fmajlfums, 
he had won fix hundred thou- 
fand fefterces. He ufed fre- 
quently to expofe to fale the ef* 
K^h of the condemned perfons, 
and oblige the rich citizens to 
buy them a$ the price he was 
pleafed to fet upon them ; which 
was fo high, that many noble 
families were by thefe me^ns 
reduced to poyerty. He forced 
a wealthy citizen, named Apol- 
lonius Sflturninus, to pay nine 
millions of fetlerce.s for thirteen 
gladiators, whom he expof6d to 
fale with all the furniture of the 
9km phi theatre, A daughter be- 
ing born to him about this timCf 
he complained publicly of hif 
poverty, not oply as an empe- 
ror, but as a father; but. ap- 
plied to his own ufe all tbepre- 
fcnt? and cQptrit»^tioQ9 iQjidc ))/ 
C c the 
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The law of majefty, which he revived, proved ait ihcx^ 
hauilible fund for increafing his revenues. Dio Caffius 
Prnttuumy enumerates many citizens who fufFered death for theif 
to^deathfir ^©ahh ; and tells us, that Junius Prifcus, praetor, who had 
been condemned and executed under pretext of fome other 
crime, being found, after his death, pofleifed but of a fmall 
eftate, the emperor cried out, ** I have been impofed upon ; 
Junius was not guilty (P)." Lucius Vitellius, governor of 

Syria, 



their 
vfitdthi 



the people for the education 
and portion of the child (i). 

(P) Dio Caffius tells us in 
this place how Domitius AFer 
eicaped condemnation. He had 
been under Tiberius a zealous 
accufer, and a£ied that part 
againft Claudia Pulchra. It 
was not, however, this that pro- 
voked Caius againft him, but 
his being efteemed the raoft elo- 
quent orator of his age, which 
glory Caius thought due tohim- 
felf ; and therefore refolved to 
rid himfelf of the only perfon 
who difputed it with him. Do« 
mitius ere<^ed this year a datue 
to the emperor, with an infcrip- 
tioD» importing, that he was 
conful the fecond time in the 
twenty-fcventh year of his age. 
This expreilion he meant as a 
complimenc ; but Caius, who 
wanted to deftroy him, pretend- 
ed, that he thereby reproached 
him with his youth, and a vio- 
lation of the laws forbidding 
any one to be railed to the cpn- 
fular dignity at that age. He 
therefore took upon himfelf to 
accufe him, and delivered in 
the fenate a long fpeech, which 
he had compoied againft him. 
Domitius, inlicad otanfwering 
it, extolled the eloaucnce of 
the fpeaker, admirea the pro- 
priety of his expreffions, re- 
peated the moil remarkable paf- 



fages, giving them their due 
weight, and pointing out their 
beauties. When he was order- 
ed to make his defence, inftead 
of anfwering the emperor's ora- 
tion, he threw himfelf at his 
feet, acknowleged him for his 
mafter in eloquence, and de- 
clared, that he defpifed life 
after he was thus bereaved of the 
glory on which he pi oA ied him^ 
felf, of being efteemeothe beft 
orator of his age. Caius was fo 
well pleafed with this pretended 
fubmiflion, that he not only 
forgave him, but raifed him that 
y ea r to the confulate ( 2 ) • Philo 
places in this year the maflacrc 
of the exiles, and tells us, that 
Caius, not being able one night 
to take any reli, being haunted, 
as it frequently happened, with 
inward horrors, began to think 
that the banifhed pcrfbns were 
too happy, that they lived ia 
eafe and tranquility, and want- 
ed neither the neceilaries nor 
conveniences of life : conclud- 
ing with himfelf, that it was 
not reafonable criminals (bouid 
enjoy any happinefs, as foon as 
day appeared, he made a lift of 
the mod eminent perfons among 
them, and difpatched officers 
with orders to put them all to 
death (3). Eufebius fixes this 
horrid execution in the laftyear 
of Caius's reign (4) ; but Philo 



(i) Suetonw cap. 3S— 43. Dio, p. 650. (1) Dio, p. 644,645* 

(3) Philo in Fiaccp. 990, 991. (4)Eurcb. in Chron. 

places 
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Syria, had acquired prodigious wealth in that province ; Dffigns to 
and beiides his great power, and the reputation he had gain- deflroy Lu^ 
ed amongft the foldiery, gave Caius no fmall uneafinefs, who ^'"' yiteU 
thereupon recalled* him, with a deCgn to put him to death, ''"^'^f^*^- 
under pretence tbatthrough his negligence the Parthians had ^,-^ . ^^ 
driven Tiridates from the kirigdom of Armenia, which had 
been beftowed on him by Tiberius. Vitellius was a man of 
fuperior talents and qualihcations, had eminently diftingui(h- 
ed himfelf in the army, and in the government of provinces, 
fays Tacitus % excrcifed the integrity of a primitive Ro- 
man : but his dread of Caligula changed him into a con- ivhofor* 
temptible flave '; and he is tranfmitted to poflerity as a pat- /^'^•' ^'^ '''•• 
tern of the moft infamous flattery. The firft time Caius ^^^''/A/i'* 
deigned to admit him to his prcfcnce, he appeared before /y^, 
him in humble attire, approaching him as a deity, his head 
veiled, turning himfelf round, and then falling proftrate *. 
Caius ^vas fo pleafed with this unexpected behaviour, that 
he not only pardoned him, but hendeforth numbered him 
arnongft his moft intimate friends,; for he was the firft who 
introduced amongft the Romans the Parthian cuftom of ap- 
proaching the emperors y. Whe (hall have occafion to re- 
late, in the courfe of this hiftory, other inftances of his 
ilavifli fpirit and fervile fubmiffion ( Q^). rpi 

w Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 31. x Suet, in Vit. cap. A. r Dio, 
p. 66i. PhiloLcgat. p. looS. Suet. ibid. 

places it before the difgrace of eloquence of Seneca, though 

tepidus, which happened this then in great efteem, calling hia 

year {5). writings fand without lime. 

( Q^) We are told that Sc- Caius himfelf was no contcmpti- 

neca was about this time in ini- ble orator, had a great fluency 

minent danger of lofing his life, and command of wordi, and 

for having pleaded a caufe in fuch a clear voice and diftindt 

the fenate with great eloquence, pronunciation, that he was 

and univerfal applaufe. This heard at a great diftance. He 

Caius, who was prefent, and often pleaded in the fenate for 

pretended to be the beft orator or againft fuch perfons ofdif- 

of his age, could not bear, and tindtion as were accufed, not 

would therefore have difpatched being governed by friendship or 

him, had he not been aflured enrau)r, but by the fubjcdt ; for 

by one of his courtefans, that he was ready to accufe a friend 

Seneca was infected with a dif- or defend an enemy, according 

temper, which would foon cor- as he thought the fubjed moft 

rupt his body and put an end to proper to difplay his eloquence- 

hi8life(6). Caius defpifed the When he declaimed, he con- 

(5) Idem ibid* (6) Dip, p. 665, 
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CsiMi ii» The laft of Auguft, beinc; his birth-dayi the confuls /d^« 
f4fii b§th got to order the people to obferve It as a leftival ; a oegled 
injuit, which incenfed Caius to fuch a degree, that on the fecond 
of September he depofed them, and caafed their rods to be 
broken. This proved fuch a fevere mortificatioil, that one 
of them laid violent hands upon bimfelf. The pretence 
which Caius took for thus ftripplns them ignominioufly of 
their dignity, was their obferving Sie fecond of September, 
the anniverfarv of the battle of A£lium, as a feftlvaL This 
Indeed was cuftomary ;|but the eaiperor, who was defcended 
from A ugufius by his mother Agrippina, and from Antony 
by his grandmother Antonia, previotifly informed his friends, 
that the confuls could not avoid giving him on that day a 
favourable opportunity to revenge the late affront, either 
by omitting to celebrate the viftory of Auguftus, or by fo- 
lemnizing the defeat of Antony ■. Accordingly, the con- 
fuls having celebrated, with the ufual ceremonies, the aa-> 
niverfary of the A£liac viflory, they were the fame day de- 
pofed by Caius's order, who alleged/ that they had folem* 
nized not fo much the vidory of Auguftus, as the defeat 
of his great-grandfather Antony. The city was theri* three 
days without confuls, that is, the third, fourth, and fifth of 
September ^ ; but on the fixth Domitius Afer> and another, 
whofe name has not been tranfmitted to us, were nominat- 
Forbtds the ed to that dignity. Caius prohibited the vidorles gained 
wiHories if by Auguftus in Sicily'and at A£tium to be folemnized Mr 
f'^ff"' /« lY^Q future, faying, that they had proved tragical and cakh 
«i«Ll^ ' niitous*'to the Roman people ; though at the fanae tiacie be 
declared, that his mother Agrippina was not the daughter 
of Agrippa, but of Auguftus, by his own daughter Julia. 
Thus he chafe rather to afperfe the memory of his greats 
grandfather, and owe his birth to an abominable iiaceft, 
than derive his pedigree from Agrippa, who was not of an 
illuftrious defccnt ^. 
Yr. of Fl. Towards the end of the year, Caius undertook an expe- 
j^^"^' dition into Gaul, under colour of oppofmg the Germans, 
U.C.'tSt! ^^o were faid to have committed fome hoftilicies ; but his 
..............^ real motive was, to plunder that wealthy province aad 

a Dio, p. 655. b Suet. cap. 26. « Idem ibid^ cap. «3. 

ftantly invited, by a j>ubHc pro- the other liberal arts, he ftudied 

damation, the knights, who eloquence with great applidi- 

never failed to applaud him : tion and generally fpoke very 

indeed he deferved their ap- pertinently (7), 
plaufe ; for though he llighted 

(7) Suet, cap 5$. 

Spaifl, 
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Spain, after he had, with extravagant tributes and taxes, trepans 
quite drained Italy. He never imparted this defign, till, agtamfi thg 
going one day to Mevania, at a fmall diftance from Rome, <*'''«««'• 
to fee the celebrated river and foreft at Clijtqmnus, he was 
advifed to complete the number of the Batavians, who were 
then his guards. Upon this hint he refolved to make war 
on the Germans, and without farther deliberation ordered 
Z great number of legions and auxiliaries to be drawn to* 
gether, new levies to be made with great diligence, and ^ 
prodigious quantity of provifions to' be got ready. His or- ^i* march. 
ders being executed with furprifing expedition, he imme- 
diately began his march, meting fometimes fo rapidly, that 
the praetorian cohorts were. obliged to have their ftandards 
brought after them on their, fumpter-horfes ; at other times 
fo flowly, that he feemed to walk only for his amufement. 
He was carried the greateft part of the way in a litter on 
eight men's ihoulders, having difpatcbed meflengers, com.* 
snanding the neighbouring cities to have their roads well 
fwept and watered, that he might not be troubled with duft- 
He was attended in this mock expedition by Herod king of 
Batanea and Trachonitis, and by Antiochus king of Coma- 
gene, and followed by a ti'ain of gladiators, comedians, buf» 
foons, and loofe women, with whom he fpent his whole 
time *». 

When he arrived at the place where the legions were en- Jrrk/gt mi 
camped that guarded the banks of the Rhirte, he reviewed ^^' Rhi»^» 
bis iorceS} which amounted to two hundred or two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand men. To acquire the reputation of 
9 rigid obfervcr of military difcipline, he difmifled, with 
ignominy and difgrace, feveral old officers, pretending that 
they were unfit for the fervicc, but in reality to exempt 
himfelf from the obligation of paying them the rewards due 
to veterans ^. He paiTed the Rhine ; but after advancing; a andpttps 
few miles into the country, he returned without having ^^ rt<uir. 
killed, or even feen, a fingle enemy ; though it might have 
been expeded from his preparations, that he would have 
foon over»run the whole country. Tacitus tells us, that 
one Brinio, or Brenno, prince of the Cs^ninefates, ridiculed 
with impunity this foolifli expedition of Caius •*. And in- 
deed there was reafon to cenfure his abfurd conduft ; for 
while he, who had threatened the Barbarians with utter 
deftruftion, was paffing in his chariot through a narrow 
lane, and his troops were forced to break their ranks on ac- 
count of the narrownefs of the place, an officer obferviyg, 
that great would be their confufion, if the enemy ihould 

»» Dio, p. 656. Suet lib. jv. cap. 43. « Ibid. lib. iv. cap, 44. 

Dio, p. 657, 658. < Tacit. Hift. lib. iv. cap. 15, 
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appear, he immediately threw himfelf out of his charioti 
mounted his liorfe, and galloped to the bridges with a de- 
fign to repafs the river ; but finding them crouded with the 
fervants and baggage of the army, he made them hand him 
from one to another, and convey him over their heads, 
thinking he could not too foon get out of the enemy's coun- 
try. Being afterwards recovered from bis fright, and 
aflurcd that there was nothing to fear, he ordered feme of 
his German guards to crofs the Rhine, and j^ter having 
concealed themfelves for feme time in a neighbouring 
foreft, rife out of their ambufcade in a great tumult and 
hurry; and that upon the alarm, which this, would occa? 
fion, word might be brought him that the enemy was at 
hand; which ridiculous order being obeyed, ^he mock 
hero, darting from table, and putting himfelf at the head 
of a party of the praetorian horfc, haftened to opppfe the 
enemy, and, advancing to the foreft, fpent the remaining 
part of the day in cutting down trees to ereft trophies for fo 
fignal a vi£lory. Upon his return he reproached with 
cowardice thofe who had not followed him, but rewarded 
fuch as had borne the brunt of the day with a new fort of 
crowns, which, to diftinguifh them from all others, he 
called exploratorise (R). 



(R) This expedition, how- 
ever glorious and fuccefsful, not 
Satisfying his martial ardor, he 
rcfolved to fignalize himfelf by 
fome other ilill more noble ai- 
chlevement. With this view, 
he ordered fome children, whom 
he kept as hoftages, to be pri- 
vately conveyed away, and in- 
formation brought him that 
they had made their efcape ; 
upon which he immediately 
moiifited on horfeback, purfued 
the ri>ppofed fugitives, with a 
detach ibent of cavalry, and 
brought rh^n back loaded with 
chains. Atterthefe heroic at- 
chievements, he wrote a letter 
to the fenatc, complaining of 
them and the people, for indulg- 
ing themfelves in banquets, 
pleafures, and diverfions, while 
Caefar was fighting, and expofed 
for their fafety to fo many pe- ' 



rils and hazards. But the moft 
glorious of all his exploits wras, 
his receiving under his pro- 
tedtion Adminius, who, being 
baniftied by his father Cinobc- 
linus, one of the kings o^ Bri- 
tain, fled to him with a fmall 
retinue. This feemed to bim 
fo memorable an adion, that he 
immediately wrote boalting let- 
ters to the fenate, as if he had 
fubdued the whole illand, ftrid- 
ly enjoining the meflcngers to 
ride directly through the forum 
to the palace, and not to de- 
liver his letters to the conTuls, 
but in the prefence of the fe- 
nate aflembled in the temple of 
Mars. In the mean time he 
caiifed himfelf to be feven times 
proclaimed emperor by his vic- 
torious troops on the banks of 
the Rhine (i). 



(i) Sueton. lib. iv. cap. 44, Dio, p. 657. 
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_ Th^ Gauls would have efteemed themfclves, happy, had Mh extor* 
be done them no more harm than, he did the enemy ; but ''^' ^*^ 
his avarice, equal to his prodigality, prompted him to harais ^'^ "*^ '" 
and opprefs that unhappy nation with fuch extortions, as 
reduccdeven the moll wealthy to beggary. Not fatisfied 
with the great prefents, which he obliged both the cities and 
particular perfons to make him, he caufed the moft wealthy 
men in the province, though free from all guilt, to be ac- 
cufed of treafon, that he might confifcate their eftates, 
sirhich he fold in perfon, obliging others to purchafe them 
at the price he thought proper to prefcribe. Having one 
day loft at dice an immenfe fum, he caufed the regifters, 
iwhich ferved for the cenfus, to be brought to him ; and 
^vriting a lift of thofe who poffeffed the greateft eftates in 
the province, ordered them to be immediately put to death, 
and feized all their effefts *. 

About this time a confpiracy was difcovercd againft 'I'hi ew/pL 
;Caius ; but whether it was real, or only imaginary, is ftill ^^^ ^f ^^- 
uncertain. Lepidus and Getulicus were faid to be at the %JIIJ^^ 
head of it. Cneius Lentulus Getulicus had commanded 
the legions in Higher Germany for the fpace of ten years, 
Tiberius not daring to remove him, as we have related in 
the hiftory of that prince's reign ; but he was doomed to 
death by Caius, fays Dio ', for being greatly beloved by the 
foldiery on account of his clemency and good-nature. Some 
monuments have reached our times of the facrifices which 
were offered on the t^yenty-feventh of Oflober, by way of 
thankfgiving for the happy difcovery of the wicked defigns 
of Cn. Lentulus Getiilicus «, His employment was given to 
Sulpitius Galba, afterwards emperor. M. -^Imilius Lepi- 
dus is fuppofed to have been the fon of Julia, Auguftus's 
grand-daughter, and fifter to Agrippina the mother of 
Caius **, who neverthelefs pronounced him guilty of trea- 
fon, and commanded a tribune, named Becimus, to cut 
off his head*. At the fame time he condemned his two Caiusba* 
fifters, Agrippina and Livilla or Julia, for being guilty of nifies hii 
adultery with Lepidus, and privy to the confpiracy; tltiA Aft^^*-^- 
confined them to the ifland of Pontia, adding with threats, ^^^^"zj 
« That he had fwords as well as iflands ^ " After having ^"^ ^^'^*'" 
taken thefe meafures, he wrote a letter to the fenate, ac- * . 
^uainting them, that he had efcaped a dangerous con- 
fpiracy ;• and inveighing with great bitternefs againft his 
fifters, whom he fcrupled not to charge with the moft in- 

' e Dio, p. 657. ' Idem ibid. l Grut. p. 117. h Tacit. 

Ann. lib. vi. cap. 30. iDio, p. 64S. Senec. £p. 4. ^ Suet, 

in Calig cap. %^. ; 

C c 4 famous 



j9i 9^ Roman iSfiery. 

Umoxxi crimel. He fent three daggers to ftome^ to be ^6nfe« 
crated to Mars the Avenger, with an infcriptloU, indporting) 
that thejr had been defigned for his dMrodion ; ahd obliged 
Agrippina to carrv the urn with the boties of Lepidte from 
Gaul to Home. He fold all the fumittirej jewels, flaTes» 
and even the freedmen of his filters, after their con- 
demnation (S). 

When 



(S) As he degraded hinAlblf 
toieUthem in perfon, he put 
his own price, and obliged 
the Gauls to put-chafe them. . 
This kind of traffick proving 
very advantageous, he ordered 
the rich furniture of the impe- 
rial palace, with the robes of 
Marc Antony, of Auguilus, of 
his mother Agrippma, and 
others of the imperial family, 
to be fent from Rome; ahd 
fold them in the fame manner. 
So many carnages, and beads of 
burden, were employed in con- 
veying the furniture of the im- 
perial palace from Italy to Gaul, 
that no horfes being found to 
turn the mills, according to the 
cuilom of thoic times, the city 
was reduced to great diftrefs for 
want of bread. 

In luxury and extravagance, 
he outdid ail the prodigals that 
the world had hitherto pro- 
duced. He ufed baths of fweet 
6ils with the moft coftly per- 
fumes that could be purchafed. 
At his entertainments he often 
caufed the largeft pearls to be 
dilfolved in vinegar ^ to difplay 
^is grandeur and magnificence. 
Sometimes, to divert himfelf 
with his guefts, he caufed empty 
difhes of pure gdd to be ferved 
tip, which he diftribured amoAg 
them, faying, that '* atCaefar*8 
table their bread and meat muft 
be nothing but gold." For fe- 
deral days together he delighted 
in throwing down from the top 



of a tower cMfidefdble fumsl^ 
mong the people. He buih 
certain gallies of cedar, having 
the flerns, which were of ivory^ 
adorned with precious fh)ncS| 
the fails of iilk, the cabins and 
galleries fpaciou^ and conve- 
nient, with great variety of 
vines and fruit-trees, Under the 
Ihade 6f Which he often dined, 
eo4(ling albng the (hore of Cam- 
paniA, with great pomp ao<) 
f^lendor, ^tercained by the 
mixed melody of voices, and 
all (brts of inftrumenta. He 
raifed pillars and towers in th^ 
fea, cut his way through rocks 
of almoft impenetrable flint, 
levelled mountains, and raifed 
valleys. He never undertook 
any thing worthy of a prince, 
except a harbftur, which he 
began in the neighbourhood (A 
Rhegium, for the convenience 
and fafety of the ftips which 
cbnveyed corn from Ale>;andna 
to Italy 5 but this he left unfi« 
niihed. We ought alfo to ex- 
cept a fine a^ueducE^, whic^ 
Claudius finifhed fourteen years 
after. He caufed an obeliik xo 
be brought out of Egypt, and 
placed it in the circus on mount 
Vatican. He defigned to re 
build the palace ci Pplycratrt 
at SamoS) to finifli the temple 
of Apollo 0idymfiKU6 at Miletus, 
and to found a new city on the 
top of tkfe Alps I but his fa- 
vT>urite projeft was to cut the 
ifthmus of Corimh, and open a 
' communi- 
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When the death of Lepidus atid Getulicus was known at 
Rome, FlaTius VefpaGanus, then prsetor, ahd afterwards 
emperor^ who ftudied to infinuat^ himfelf by any nieana 
into the emperor's faTour, advifcd throwing the bodies of 
the confpirators into the Tiber, and depriving them of the 
honour of fepulture. Neither did the fenace omit fo fa« Neva h^ 
vourable ah opportunity of cortferritig new honours upoit M»rj di* 
the prince; amongft others, they decreed him an ovation* ^'"'^f ^^* 
They deputed his uncle Claudiusj with fcveral other per- ^/j^'-^' 
fens of the firft rank drawn by lot, to go into Gaul, and 
congratulate him, in their name, upon the difcovery of fo 
dangerous a confpiracy, and the deferved vengeance he had 
taken upon the traitors. Caius, not fatis6ed with the bo* 
if^ours decreed him» efpecially with an ovation, and com- 
plaining of the fmall humber of the deputies, ordered foms 
of them to return even before they entered Gaul, and re* 
ccived the others With great coldnefs. He chiefly refented 
their. fending his uncle, as if he were a child, and wanted 
a governor : he did not, however, fend him back \ but 
treated him in a mod ignominious manner^ \ and we are 
told, that he caufed him to be thrown into a river the mo- 
ment he arrived "*♦ The fenate, thus tutored, decreed him 
greater honours, and fent him a more numerous deputa- 
tion ; which he received with great marks of fatisfadion^ 
and even went out to meet the deputies- In the mean 
time profecutions were carried on at Rome againft the 
friends of Caius's (ifters, and of thofe who had been exe- 
cuted for the late confpiracy. Several aediies and praetors 
were obliged to lay down their employments, and appear 
before the fenate in the habit of criminals. Among the 
reft, Sophrohius Tigellirfus was banifhed for a criminal 
correfpondence with Agrippina. Thefe proceedings terri- 
fied the fenale, who apprehended ftill greater evils from a 
prii^cc, who was cruel by nature, and guided, as was fup- 
pofed, by the pernicious counfels of the kings Agrippa and 
Antiocbus 

Caius, after the condemnation of his Gfters, divorced his Htmar^\, 
wif'e Lollia Paulina to marry Milonia Caefonia, whci. was riesCafr^* 
neither beautiful nor youngs but mother of three children "'* 
by another hufband, who was ftill alive. She had, how- 

1 Dio, p. 658* « Suet, in Claud, cap, 9. 

communication betwieen thofe better fuccefs than thofe who 
two feasj in which undertak- attempted it attex him ( i ) . 
ing he was attended with no 

(1) Jof. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. a. Plin. lib. iv. cap. 4. Suet, in 
Claud., cap. 21. . 
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ever^ a particular talent and addrefs in gaining the affeflions 
of all with whom (he converfed ; infomuch that Cains fin« 
cerely loved her, and lived longer with her than with any 
other ^ (T). He married her, according to Suetonias, the 
fame day that (he was delivered of a daughter, declaring 
himfelf her hufband, and the father of the child ; but Db 
fays, that he married her about a month before her deli- 
very. To the child he gave the name of Julia Drufilla, 
carried her to the temples of all the goddefles in Rome, and 
put her into the arms of Minerva, as if to that powerful 
eoddefs he committed the care of her education. He laid 
her likewife at the feet of Jupiter Capitolinus, faying, that 
(he was common to him and Jupiter, and leaving all men 
to judge which of her parents was the greateft, from which 
file derived the more noble origin ^ But nothing more 
convinced Caius that (he was his daughter (for her mother 
was not renowned for chaftity), than her natural fierce^ 
nefs, of which (he foon gave fufficient indications, by 
fcratching and tearing the races of. the little children who 
played with her (U). 

This year the Germans, having colle£led their forces to 
oppofe Caius, made, upon his departure, an inroad into 
Gaul ; but were repulfed by Galba with fuch vigour and 
expedition, that Caligula could not forbear commending 
and rewarding both him and his troops^ though he gene- 



n Dio, p. 65s* Suet. cap. 25. 
cap. I. 

(T) Suetonius tells us, that 
Ca^fonia gained and maintained 
the affections of Caius by her 
nwnilrous lewdnefs. After her 
hufband's death, flie was charged 
with having fixed his affe6tion 
to her with an amorous potion, 
which affecting his brain, had 
difordcred his underflanding, 
and occafioned that fury and 
madnefs which had brought fo 
many calamities upon the ftate. 
The' emperor often (hewed her 
to his foldiers- habited like them, 
and to his friends, without any 
garments. 

(U) Upon her birth Caius 

, complained of his poverty, and 

obliged the people to contribute 



* Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. 

large fums for the educating and 
marrying her fuitably to bcr 
rank, which he applied to his 
own ufe. He likewife declared, 
that, on the fir^ of January, 
he intended to receive new- 
year's gifts, which he did ac- 
cordingly, {landing in the porch 
of his palace, while the people 
and nobility, with full hands 
and laps, poured out their pre- 
fcnts before him. He is faid to 
have had fuch a paffion for mo- 
ney, that his chief delight was 
to walk barefoot, and even roll 
himfelf upon heaps of gold, 
which he had accumulated by 
all manner of rapine (i}« 



(1) Suet. cap. 25. 
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raUy, out of jcaloufy and envy, difcountenanced fuch of his 
officers as had gained any confiderable advantage over the 
enemy. Caius, who was then in Gaul, arrogated to him- 
' fel.f the whole glory of this aftion, and acquainted the fe- 
nate with it by a letter, which he fent wrapt up in a branch 
of laurel, the fymbol of viftory, boafting that he had ut- 
terly defeated the enemy's numerous forces, and rendered 
them incapable of difturbing for the future the tranquility 
of Gaul P. Vefpafian, then praetor, intreated he might be 
allowed to exhibit extraordinary fports on occafioii of fo fig* 
nal a victory'^. 

In the following year Caius was conful without a col- 
league for the firft twelve days, not defignedly, but becaufe 
he wa3 not acquainted fooner with the death of the perfon 
named for his colleague, who died at Rome a few days be- 
fore he was to enter upon his office '. 

Caius held the confulfliip only twelve days : on his rc- 
fjgnation two new confuls, probably Publicola and Nerva, 
were nominated. The firft decree they made was, that the 
anniverfary of the death of Tiberius and Drufilla (bould be 
folemnized in the fame manner as that of Auguftus. This 
diftin£bion Caius had required in a fetter to the new con- 
fuls •. Caius began the year with the murder of Ptolemy^ Thtmur^ 
king of Mauritania, and coufin-german to his father Ger- der of Pto* 
manicus (X). He had invited him to court, and received Umy, king 
him at his arrival with great demonftrations of kindnefs ; of Mauri- 
but obferving one day, as he entered the theatre to behold ^'*'^* 
the fports, that the luftre of his purple drew upon him the 
eyes of the whole company, he caufed him tO be immedi- 
ately arretted, condemned him to banifhment, and privately 
ordered hini to be aiTaffinated on his journey ^ Dio Caf- 
fius afcribes his death to the great riches he poflefl'ed. It 
is certain, however, that the Mauritanians, upon the ne\vs 
of his death, revolted, being excited by Edemon, one of the 
deceafed prince's freedmen, defirous to revenge the death 
of his mafter. The inhuman and imperious, tyrant caufed 
likewife Mithridates, king of Armenia, to be arrcfted, but . 
only condemned him to banifhment. 

Caius, before he left Gaul, declared, that he defigned to CaiusU 

invade Britain ; and accordingly ordered his troops, from memorable 

all quarters, to march to the Gaulifli ihore, oppofite to that ^xpedimu 

a%atnft 

»> Perfius, S^tlr. vi. ver. 43. q Suet, in Vefpafian. cap. a. 

^ Dio, j>. 653. • Dio, p. 656, 659. t Suet. cap. 35. 

(X) He was the Ton of Cleo- tra, as Germanicus was the ^ovl 
patra Selene, daughter of An- of Antonia, daughter to the 
ipny and the celebrated Cleopa- fame Antony, 

iiland. ^ 
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ifland. Upon his anival at the place of rendezvous, he 
drew up hU men along the coaft; and jembarked in a magn 
nificent galley. Having advanced a fmall diftance from the 
fhore, he returned precipitately, and, afcending his tribu* 
flal, ordered the warlike engines to be difpofed in order, 
and to the bed advantage, the trumpets to found, and the 
fignal of battle to be given. Neither foldiers nor officers 
could conceive what be had in view, till, at length, he 
fuddenly ordered them to gather the cockle-fhells on the 
ihore» and to fill with them their laps and head-pieces, fay- 
ing, *' Thefe are fpoils of the conquered ocean^ due to the 
palacCj due to the Capitol.** Then, to reward his fellow- 
foldiers for fuch an important viftory, he diftributed among 
them a very incpnfiderable fum, bidding them be merry, 
and enjoy, in fafety, the rewards of their valour. That b 
glorious a conqueft might never be forgot, he ercfted a high 
tower, according to the model of the pharos, at Alexan- 
dria, furniflied with lights to direfl: (hips at fea^ in the 
night ". 
Bh fdfy Caius now thought of nothing but the preparations for a 

mndambi' triumph due to his noble atthievements. Accordingly, 
tion. he wrote to his officers at Rome, enjoining them to get 

every thing ready for the moft magnificent triumph that had 
ever been exhibited ; but, at the fame time, cautioning 
them not to put him to any extraordinary expence, fince 
every man*s eftate was at their difpofal. Before he left 
Caul, he chofe the talleft men of that province, without 
diflinftion of rank or condition, to grace his triumph, giving 
ihem German names, and obliging them to learn that lan- 
guajre, to let their hair grow, and colour it red, that tbcf 
might refemble Germans. He Hkewife commanded the 
gallies, in which he and his chief officers had put to fea, to 
be conveyed to Rome, the greateft part of the way, by land '. 
Before he left Gaul, he defigned to have put thofe legionSk 
to the fword that had mutinied after the death of Auguftos, 
M'ff true! and embarraflcd his father Germanicus*. His officers, with 
dtjiga. the utmoft difficulty, diffuaded him from cutting them ail 
ofF; but could not, by any means, divert them from deci- 
mating them for a crime which had been fo many years be- 
fore committed, and forgiven. Notwithftanding the warm 
remonftninces of his friends, and chief officers, he ordered 
them to afl'emble, without arms, to receive his commands. 
The legionaries, not fufpefling, in tht leaft, bis defign, 
readily obeyed ; and, in the mean time, the cavalry began 
to furround them. This circumftance appeared fufpicious, 

« Suet, capw 46. Dio, p. 659. » Suet. cap. 47. 

and 
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ftjid many of them dole away, to take their arms, with ^ 
defign to /ell their lives dear^ in cafe any violence fliouW 
be ofFerei He no fooner, per(:eived their intenfeon, than he Seooutfot 
difmifled the aflembly» and haftily fled to Rome, that he Romg. 
might vent his rage upon the fenate, for the wrong he pre- 
tended they had done him, by not decreeing him atriumph j 
though he had declared the year before, that they had no 
right to decree him any honours ; and that he would punifb 
them with the utmoft feverity, if they pretended to aflume 
any fuch privilege. As he drew near Rome, he forbad any 
of the fenators to meet him : he would not, however, en* 
ter the city in triumph, but contented himfelf with an ova* 
tion, making hie entry on the laft of Auguft, which was hi^ 
birth-day, four months and fome days before his death; 
From t bis-time he refolved utterly to extirpate the fenate | Various /•• 
and would have put his horrid defign in execution, had he Jfances ef 
not been prevented by death. Mean while, he caufed fe- ^" ^rue^* 
Veral fenators of diftindlion to be inhumanly murdered ^ 
one^in particular for no other crime but becaufe he begge4 
permiffion to (hut his eyes, being commanded by him, 
though nothing was laid to his charge, to ai&fl: at the exe* 
^utioTi of his fon y. However, he was reconciled to the fo? 
pate, before his doath, on the following occafion : Proton 
genes, his chief favourite, coming one day unexpe£ledly In* 
to that aflembly, under colour of delivering fome meflTag^: 
from the prince, and all the fenators crowding round him 
to pay their court to him, he fixed bis eyes on Scribonius 
Proculus ; and, with a^ angry tone, ** How dare you (faid 
he) prefume to appear before me, you who ate an enemy 
to Capfar?" There wanted no more; the other fenators in- 7^ ^^^ 
ftantly fell i^poii him with their daggers, ftabbed him ifi death of 
feveral places, and then delivered him over, as a public ScrHmmus 
enemy, to the mob, who tore him in pieces, and dragged ^^°^^* 
his mangled limbs about the ftreets, Caius beholding, with 
infinite ple^fure, fo difmal a fpefkacle (Y). 

It 
y Suet, in Cal. cap. 27, %%» Dio« p. 660. 

(Y) Suetonius relates, 'that cent victim were brought be- 

this worthy fenator was thus in- fore him. Being highly plcaf- 

humanly butchered, merely t<> ed with fo difmal a fight, and 

grarify the bloody difpofition of the readinefs the fenate had' 

Caius, who, wifliing to fee a ihewn to take vengeance on hi3 

fenator thus mangled, had, fuppofed enemy, he declared 

without the lead provocation, himfelf, by a public edi6l, re- 

4)itched upon him. Neither conciled with that body : and 

was his cruelty fatiated, till the the fenate, on their fide, to 

limbs and bowels of the inno-* acknowlege fo great a favour, 

. honoured 
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It ^i^S atK)ut this period that the Jews undetwent a iet* 
rible perfec^tion at Alexandria, where they were very nu- 
merous ; had a chief intitled alabarchus, and a council of 
their own ; fo that they formed a diftind and feparate body 
from the Egyptian natives, by whom they were detefted 
and abhorred. When the emperor Caiils infifted upon be- 
ing worfhipped as a deity, the Alexandrians not only com- 
plied with this impious order, but, in order to gratify their 
malice, they fet up by force and violence his ftatues in the 
Jewifli oratories and fynagogues. In thefe outrages they 
were encouraged by the connivance of the Roman governor 
C. Avilius Flaccus, who thwarted and opprefled the Jews 
on every occafion, in order to ingratiate himfelf with the 
Alexandrians. Thefe outrages againft the religion of the 
Jews produced frays and feditions, in confequence of which 
Flaccus publiflied a decree, declaring the Jews ftrangers iil 
Alexandria, and confined all of that nation to one quarter 
of the city, which could not poffibly contain one half of 
their number : by thefe tyrannical proceedings, they were 
not only expofed to miferies of all kinds, but many of them 
were driven to defpair, and afts of extravagance, which 
gave their enemies a handle for infliding upon them the 
mod cruel punifhments : in a word, tiiey groaned under 
every fpecies of oppredion, until Flaccus was recalled, when 
they began to enjoy a little refpite. In this interval, by 
means of their king Agrippa, who was at Rome in high fa- 
vour with Caius, they obtained permiiGon to fend deputies 
thither, in order to juftify their own condu£l, and fpecify 
their grievances before the emperor. This deputadon was 
headed by the celebrated Philo, the moft learned Jew of 
Alexandria, whofe brother was alabarch of the nation. 
At the fame time the Alexandrians difpa|ched another de- 
putation, under the condufiof Apion the* grammarian, in 
order to oppofe the remonftrances of the Jews. Thefe de- 

f)uties found means to intereftin their cafe the famous He- 
ico, originally an Egyptian flave, but now chamberlain to 



honoured him fometimes with 
the title of hero, and fometimes 
of god ; which fcandalous flattery 
in&ted him to fuch a degree, 
that thenceforth he (hewed him- 
felf more ambitious than ever 
of divine honours, punlfhing 
with death, or dooming to the 
mines, or to the drudgery of 



mending the public roads, per- 
fons of great merit and diftinc- 
tion, for negle6Hng to invoke 
his celeflial genius : naj, fome, 
for pretended offences againfi 
his godhead, were firfl torn and 
mangled with flripes, and then 
fawed afunder (i). 



(t) Sueton. in Calig. Dio, p. Hi, 
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Cdius, witli whom he was in high favour. Another lucky 
Circumftancc for them, was the information juft received by 
the emperor, that the inhabitants of Jerufaieni had abfo- 
lutely refufed to admit his ftatue into the temple. Caius 
was exafperated at this mark of difrefpeft, and in the au* 
dience which he granted to both deputations together, re- 
ceived Philo and his colleague with indignation and dif- 
dain. Both (ides pleaded their caufe before him, while he 
ran about the apartments of a country villa at' a fmall dif* 
tance from Rome* interrupting them with ridiculous quef- 
tions, and behaving more like a buffoon than an emperor. 
Though the Jewifti deputies derived unlucky prefages from 
this reception, it does not appear, that Caiu$ took anyfteps 
to the prejudice of their nation. They had a powerful ad- 
vocate in Agrippa, who retained his influence with the em- 
peror to the laft ; and the ftorm from Jerufalem blew over: 
neverthelefs the Jews at Alexandria continued to be op- 
prefle4, till the acceflion of Claudius to the empire, when 
they had recourfe to arms, and raifed an infurreflion ; 
which, however, was foon appeafed. Finally, by the inter- 
tceffion of the two kings Agrippsr and Herod, an edift was 
obtained from Claudius, reftoring to the Jews all the pri- 
vileges they had formerly enjoyed at Alexandria, and an- 
nulling all the decrees which Caius had iiTued aeainft them *. 

DioCaffius, after a long detail of his cruelties, and the 7%«f«cMi- 
difmal eifefts of his pride, avarice, lewdnefs, and prodiga* fi^^^^ 
lity, obfcrves, that he was chiefly remarkable for the in- f^'1|^ 
conftancy and ficklencfs of his temper, which often hurried '**^' 
him, in a moment, from one extreme to another. Some- 
times he liked to fee his palace crowded, and fometimes 
would fee no company, not even his moft intimate friends. 
He was difpleafed when any petition was prefented to him ; 
and more fo, when nobody appeared to afk him any favour: 
fometimes he difpatched bufinefs with great expedition ; 
at other times he was flow and tedious, putting off, from 
day to day, matters which required the greatefl diligence. 
He fquandered away immenfe treafures, with a prodigality 
wiiich knew no bounds ; and amaiTed frefh fums witn the 
mofl fordid avarice : fometimes he was pleafed with liberty 
offpeech, and abhorred flattery ; but, foon after, punifh- 
ed the lead liberty, and took delight in being flattered. He 
often pardoned tnofe who were guilty of enormous crimes, 
and condemned fuch as were not charged with any : upon 
fome of his favourites he heaped honours and riches, while 

he treated others, without any caufe, with the utmoft'con- 

• 

^ Phil. Ia Legat. p. 1043. ' Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. lo. 

tempt. 
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tempt. So changeable w^s his humour, fo Various atld iha 
coniiftent was his condu^, that bis moft intifnatc friends 
were at 9 lofs what they (hould fay- or do to pleafe hioii 
feeing he was often difgufted with what he bad oeen pleafed 
with a few hours before *. , . 

In the following year Caius entered upon his fourth con-> 

fullhip, having Cn. oentius Satuminus for his coUeguCy bu( 

held it only to the feventh of January, when he reGgne4 

A com/hi' ^^ fafces to Q^intus Pomponius Secundus. Rome had| 

tacyiBrm- for the fpace of i>ear four years, groaned under the oppref- 

#./ againfi fion of the mod cruel ana inhuman tyrant that had ever 

^^« been invefted with fovereign power ; when at length t|H}- 

geance overtook the author of fo much bloodihed and flaugh* 

ter. The confpiracy, which, for the prefent, terminated 

the public evils, was chiefly fortned* carried oh, and exe* 

CAttiut cuted by Cadi us Chorea, tribune of a praptorian cohort, 

Cfutreaat who had fignalized himfelf in a very eminent manner, as 

thihtadof we have already obferved, in tfe beginning of Tiberius's 

"• reign, when the legions in Gerqiapy revolted. As he was 

a man of no lefs probity than bravery, the hatred he bore 

Caius, on account of his cruelties and extortions, infpired 

him with Jthe defign of ridding the world of fuch a deteft*- 

able monftcf. He wa$ already r^fojved to refign his employ* 

ment, ^nd fpend the remaip^ng part of his life in retirement^ 

when he received a coqnpifllon from Caius to coile£i the 

taxes, for no commodity efcappd ; and the emperor levied 

the taxes not by the publicans, as was ufual, but by the 

centurions and tribunes of the prsetorian cohorts, that the^r 

might reap the advantages accruing. In this commiiSoB 

Cbxrea^ who was naturally compaflBon^ite, a^cquitted him- 

felf more to ^he fatisfaftion of the oppreiled people^ tbad 

to that of the emperor » who reproacned him with want of 

{pirit, and took pleafure in expofing him to the deriiionsof 

the {oldie I y : for though he was a man of great courage 

and refolution, yet, from the manner of his fpeaking, and 

the tone of his voice, no one would have taken him for 9 

perfon of that extraordinary bravery which he fliewedon all 

pccafions. Caius, now incepfed ag^ainft him, took occar 

Jion from his outward appearance to reproach him witli 

effeminacy and cowardice, and rally him as one more fit (9 

^Oinverfe with Women than to command foldiers^. 

When it was his turn to come for the parole, the empe- 
ror, by way of raillery, gave him always fome pbfccne 
word, or tbe name of fome famous prouitute ; infomuch 
ihiit the foldiers could not fprbear laughj/ig when he brought 

^ Pio, p. 64.1— (>44. 

them 
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them the parole, and often diverted themfelvcs with fHcff- 
ing what word Chserea would bring. As he was a man ef Whgtpro* 
too great fpirit to endure fuch grofs affronts, he refolvcd to vohahim 
convince the emperor how undefervedly he was taxed with ^^'»J^ 
cffcmmzcf and want of courage : having therefore deter- ^*'* 
mined to be revenged on the tyrant, for thus attempting 
to blacken, with his unfeafonabie iarcafms, the reputation 
iie had defervedly acquired by his gallant behaviour, he im«> 
parted his defign to fome of his intimate friends, and only 
waited for a favourable opportunity of putting it in execu- 
tion, in the mean time a fenator of great diftind^ion, 
named Propedius, vjras accufed by one Timidius of having 
uttered injurious fpecches againft Caius: the only evidence 
produced againft him was Quintilia, a celebrated come* 
dian; but (he, when fummoned to appear before the 
judges, declared, that fhe had heard no fuch fpeeches. Ti* 
midius then requiring that fhe might be examined by tor- 
ture, Caius ordered Chaerea to fee her immediately put upon 
the nek. 

The tribune was never fo much at a lofs how to behav^ 
as on this occafion ; for Quintilia was privy to the confpi- 
racy ; whence he was afraid (he might difcover it upon the 
rack, if tortured feverely 5 on the other hand, to (hew any 
mercy to her might coft him his life. Quintilia delivered nec^n- 
him from his uneafinefs; for meeting, as (he was led to the fiancyof 
torture, one of the confpirators, (he trod upon his foot, giv- ^itfi^ia* 
ing him thereby to underftand, that no torments could ex- 
tort from her a difcovery of the plot. She bore the rack 
with unparalleled conftancy, without fuffering a word to 
cfcape her, in prejudice either of Propedius or the confpi- 
rators, though fhe was reduced to fo deplorable a condition 
that Caius himfelf, when fhe was brought back to him, be- 
ing moved with pity, and admiring her refolution, ordered 
bcr a fum of money, and difmiiTed Propedius untouched, 
Chaerea was fo afRjfted with the conftancy of Quintilia, 
and the torments fhe had fufFered, of which he himfelf had 
been the minifter, that he immediately imparted his defign 
to Papinius and Clemens, the former a feilow-tribune of 
the praetorian cohorts, and the latter the commander of 
the whole body, encouraging them to exert their courage, 
and deliver Rome and the world from a tyrant, who em- 
ployed them not as the ofBcers of his guards, but as his ex- 
ecutioners. They both approved of the defign ; but Cle- 
mens, defiling to be excufed from bearing any (hare in the 
execution of it, on account of his age, promifed to afEft 
fbem with his advit^ ; and taking his leave, left them under 
HO fmall anxiety and epprehenfion of his betraying the fecret. 

Vol. XII. D d Chorea 
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Chaerca, therefore, without lofs of rime, had recourie to 
Cornelius Sabinus, tribune like wife of a praetorian coht>rt| 
whom he knew to be a man of great refolution, a lover of 
liberty* and confequently highly diifatisiied with the adm»- 
niftration of Caius. Sabinus had formed the fame defign, 
but had not yet imparted it to any perfon, for fear of being 
difcovcred. He therefore readily joined Ch^erea^ and with 
him went immediately to found Annius Minucianus9 or, as 
others call him, Vinicianus^ a fenator of great diftin£lioii 
and meriti and hated by Caius, who fufpefted him ever 
fince the confpiracy of Lepidus, with whom Minucianos 
had lived in confidence. After the ufual ceremonies were 
over, Minucianus aike,d Chserea, what was the parole for 
that day ? which he taking for a futRcient declaration of bis 
intention, *' Do you (faid hcj without any farther pream- 
ble) only give me the word Liberty ; and, under your con- 
du£^, I will revenge my private injuries and the public ca- 
lamities. Give me the word of command, and Rome fhall 
no longer groan under ^he oppreffions of an infulting ty- 
rant.** At thefe words, which Chaerea uttered with great 
vehemence and ardour, Minucianus, embracing him, com- 
mended bis refolution, exhorted him to purfue his defign, 
and proniifed to affift, to the utmoft of his power, with his 
fword and counfel. 

The number of the confpirators increafed daily ; a cir- 
cumftance which retarded the execution of the design, 
fome of them being over-cautious, left they fhould mif- 
carry in aii enterpHze, on the fuccefs oiF which depended 
their fafcty, and the welfare of their country. Chaerea of- 
fered to difpatch him when he went to the Capitol to offer 
facrifices for his daughter, or when in his palace he adifted 
at certain religious ceremonies which he had himfelf infti- 
tuted. He propofed throwing him down headlong from 
the top of the Julian bafilic, whence he ufed to fcatter mo- 
ney among the populace : but the reft of the confpirators, 
thinking they could not ufe too much caution, did not judge 
any of thefe opportunities fufficiently fafe and proper for 
the execution of their defign. 

However, they all agreed to make the attempt during the 
fports which were to be exhibited in honour of Auguftus, 
in the palace, on tie twenty-firft of January, and the three 
following days ; for, after thefe fports, Caius intended to 
leave Rome, and repair to Alexandria, probably to plunder 
the wealthy kingdom of Egypt) as he had pillaged the other 
provinces of the empire. Notwithftanding their agree* 
ment, the confpirators were ftill for deferring the attempts 
but Chaerea, having called them together on the third day 

Cff 
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bf tine fports, lexhorted them not tolofe theprefent oppdt**^ 
tunity : he reprefentcd the dangers to which their irrefo* 
iQtion expofed them ; and, by a fpeech abounding in noble 
and generous fentiments, infpired them with fuch courage^ 
that they unanimoufly agreed to make the attempt next day^ 
when Chxrea was to be upon guards and confequently 
to receive from the emperor, according to cuftom, the pa- 
lole, with his fword by his fide **. (Jaius came that day, 
the twenty-fourth of January, more early than ufual, to 
the theatre ; and appeared, contrary to his cuftom, gay, 
affable, and good-humoured ; infomuch that the fpe£lators 
were greatly furprifed at his obliging behaviour, and the 
complaifance he (hewed to all who approached his perfon. 
After he had facrificed to Auguftus, in whofe honour the 
fports were exhibited^ be took his place, having his friends 
and favourites about him, and Chaerca, with the other offi* 
cers that day upon guard, ftood at fome diftance behind. 
When the fports began, Bathybius, who had been praetor^ 
happening to fit by a confular of his acquaintance, named 
Cluvitus, afked him foftly, " Whether he had heard any 
news ?" " None at all," anfwered Cluvitus : " But I can 
tell you fomething (replied Bathybius), to which you are, 
perhaps, a ftranger : in the piece which is to be a£led to- 
day, will be reprefentcd the death of a tyrant." Cluvitus 
anfwered with a verfe out of Homer, which he whifpered 
in his friend's ear : ** Be Clent, left fome Greek fhould 
overhear ''." Another entertainment was to be exhibited 
in the night, reprefenting fome fabulous accounts of the 
infernal regions ; for Caius, who delighted in fuch rcprc- 
fentations, declared, that as this was the laft day, the fports 
ihould continue ail night, with a defign, as was believed, 
to appear himfelf on the ftage, and there difplay his flcill 
and addrefs in dancing ^ (Z).- 

About 
^ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. i. c Ibid* d Die, p. 66i» 

(Z) He was, fays Suetonius, and trembling, in apprehenfion , 

an excellent fencer, dancer, and of immediate death, they fud* 

charioteer : he fomecimes danc- denly heard a great noife of mu- 

cd on the ftage, and frequently fical inftruments, and, at the 

before his friends, in the palace, fame time, faw the emperor 

One night, while he was in that come leaping out, in a long robe, 

humour, he fent.for three grave to difplay before them his (kill 

confulars, caufed them to be and addrefs in dadcine. When 

awaked out of their deep, and he was tired, he withdrew ; and 

by his guards hurried away to fent the three confulars word, 

his palace ; where, while they that they might, when they 

were waiting in a great ball, ptoaftd| return home. He took 

Ddt fuch 
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^%t eon* About nooiii when the emperor ufed to withdraw for a 

Jpiraton ihort time, to bathe, ^nd refrelh himfelf with fome nourift- 

mfit with mcnt, Chaer ca ftble out, with a dcfign to kill him, as hepafled 

^'^^*'*^" from the theatre to his apartment : but Caius, contrary to 

*' * hts cuftom, fliewcd no iticHnatioti to leave the fports, telling 

thofe who fat bv him, that (ince it was the hft day of die 

{hews, he would not bathe till they were over. At tbc 

fame time he called for fome refrelhmen% i^hich be 

fliared with thofe who were about him, amongft the reft 

with Pomponius Secundus, then conful, who fat at his feet, 

atid often kifled them. Minucianus, who was next to him, 

and had feen Chacfea go out, rofe with a defign to depart, 

and acquaint the tribune with the emperor's refolution; 

while CaiuS) taking hold of his robe, *' Sit ftill, friend, 

(faid he, in a very obliging manner), youihall go with me." 

Minucianus, as it were but of refpcft, fat down again, but 

foon after rofe up, and went out ; neither did Caius offer 

to detain him» thinking he went away upon fome ne* 

ceflary occafion, and would foon return. He found Chxrea 

waiting in thfe entry which led to the theatre ; and ac- 

cjuairttcd him with the emperor*s refolution. In confequence 

of this intimation, the rcfolute tribune thinking it ad?ife- 

sibte to fall lipon him in the theatre, rather than lofe the 

prefent 'opportunity^ offered to go immediately, and fbb 

him in his feat. Minucianus, and fuch of the confptrators 

as were with him, cxpedbing the ifignal, approved of Chse- 

rea*s bold propofal, who was aftually entering the theatre, 

whfert he underflood that the emperor, at the perfuaHon of 

Amprohas, artd fdme others, who were privy to the con- 

fpiracy, had altered his tefolution, and was coming forth. 

The confpirators immediately drew together; and, under 

pretence of clearing the way for the emperor, remoTcd 

fuch as they imagined would afford him any afliftancc. 

Caius at length came out, his uncle Claudius, and M. Vi- 

niciui, who had married his fifter Julia, walking before 

Aich pkafhi^ ki feeing Mneiler which he would fend after kim, 

the famous luiittic dance, that for Ptolemy king of Maurifflbib* 

be pwnifted, with great feve- .The knight obeyed, crofTedowr 

Hty, fuek a* gave him the Icaft to Africa, and prefented tbfc let* 

ilifturhiahce. A Roman koight ter to Ptolemy, who could sot 

making ibilf^e ma^fc while he was fbrhewr laughing in reading it } 

dancing, the emperor imiuedi* for it ctifntttifiedoflly tftie ma^ 

ately ordered him, by a ccto- ing words: ** Td fhebWftfr* 

^uridn, to t^piirt that inllaut fot tK^hher j^ood nor harm (i)*** 
Oifia-, ahd there wait for a tetter, 
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htnif with fonje perfona of great diftinftion. When he 
catered the palace, inftead of going direftly to his apart- 
m^nti as ufual, attended by bis officers, he turned une:^- 
pediedly into a gallery, which led to a private apartmenj:, 
to fee certain youths who had been fi^nt him out of Afia, 
to a£l: and dance upon the ftage ; and were juft then ap 
riv«d. He was fp ple^frd with them, that he would have 
immediately returned to the theatre, being Impatient to fee 
them perform, had not the chief of them complained, that 
hq was cold, and begged leave to warm himfelf ®. 

While he was entertaining himfelf with the Afiatic ^r* of FI. 
youths, Chaerea came for the parole ; and Caius gave him . *388. 
one, as ufual, rcflefting on his effeminacy and want of ^ c^' •«' 
courage, Chaerea returned Caius a fmart anfwer ; and, at ' ' ^ * 
the fame time, drawing his fword, difcharged a violent Caisaffaf* 
blow at him, and wounded him in the neck. Though the Jinatid. j 
wound did not prove mortal, yet we cannot give credit tp 
l;hofe who affert, that Chaerea did not, as he might, dif- 

Satch him at one blow, led he fhould be too foon out of 
is pain ^ Caius, ftrujck with amazement at the boldnefs 
of the tribune, had not the prefence of mind to call for af- 
fiftance : he attempted to fly^ bu.t Cornelius Sabinu^ having 
pufhed him down upon his knees, Chaerea, with another 
blow, broke his jaw-bone ; then the reft rufliing in, dif- 
patched him with thirty wounds, he for fome time crying 
out, ** I am ftill alive ;" and the confpirators exclaiming, 
** Repeat, repeat the blow.'* We are told that Aquila was 
the perfon who gave him the wound that put an end to his 
life. Some of the confpirators mangled his body, even 
after his death ; and they are faid to have carried their 
rage to fuch a height, as to cut off^ and eat, pieces of his 
aefh K 

Such was the end of Caius Caefar Caligula, the fourth 
emperor of Rome, a prince fo monftroufly wicked, that na- 
ture, fays Seneca, feemed to have brought him forth, to 
fH\tw what mifchief could be effefted by the greatefl vice^ 
fupported by the higheft authority^ (A). His body remained 

in 

• JoTeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. x. Sueton. cap. $8. Dio, p. 66^. 
f Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix, cap. x« % Dio, p. 663. h Seqec. 

de ira. 

(A) His death happened on on the twenty- fixth of March ; 

tlic twenty •fourth of Januauy : or three years, tea months, and 

fo that he reigned but three eight days, if we fuppoie him, 

years, nine months, and twenty- as fome do, to hare begun U^ 

<jght days, according to thofe xeigD on the fixteenth day of 

WAofix the death of Tiberius the faid month* Hehadlived^ 

Dd 3 accordV 



4o5 The Roman Hiftory. 

in the pkce where he had been aifalBnated, till the night was 

far advanced, when it was privately convened to the Lamian 

gardens, where being half-burnt upon a pile haftiljr erefted, 

it was, without farther folemnity, committed to the earth. 

Wts ho<if This lait duty was paid him, according to the Roman wri^ 

fri'uatefy ters, by his wife Csefonia ; but Jofephus fays, by king 

towvtftd iVgrippa, who, mindful of the obligations he owed him, 

l^wrui^ caufcd his body to be removed, left it (hould be infulted by 

the incenfed populace. 

Chaereay in order to extirpate the whole race of the 
tyrant, fcnt the night after his death a centurion, or ra- 
ther a tribune, named Julius Lupus, to difpatch his wife 
Csefonia, and, with her, his only daughter, an infant. 
The tribune ftabbcd, without mercy, the mother; and, 
talcing the innocent child out of the cradle, dafhed her 
brains out againft a wall ^ The fenate, even after Claudius 
was raifed to the empire, were inclined to declare Caius 
infamous. This fentence Claudius, who was his uncle, 
would not ratify ; but, neverthelefs, ordered all his ftatues 
to be pulled down and broken, annulled moft of his a£ts, 
and gave his afTent to a decree of the fenate, commanding 
his money to be melted down, that both his nan^e ^nd fea- 
tures might be unknown to future ages. 
^hehtfth^ As wc have hitherto had no proper opportunity to f)?eak 
education^ of Claudius, who fucceeded his nephew, but had led a rc- 
^iIIm^, tired life till he was raifed to the empire, it may not. be 
irp proper to prefix to the hiftory of his reign, a fuccind ac- 
count of his birth and education, of his good and evil qua- 
lities \ and alfo of his wives, children, and frcedmcn ; 
whom we fhall frequently have occafion to bring upon the 
fcene. Claudius was born at Lyons, on the firft of Auguft, 
lulus Antonius and Fabi\is Africanus being confuls; fo 
that he was now in the fiftieth year of his age*^. He was 
named Tiberius Claudius Nero iJrufus Gcrmanicus ^ Up- 
on his accefSon to the empire, he affumed the names of 
Caefar and Auguflus, as did likewife all his fucceffors 2 by 
which means the name of Caefar, which was peculiar to 
the Julian family, became a title of dignity, and was given 
to the prefumptive heirs of ^he empire j whereas that of 

i Suet. cap. 59. Dio, p. ^63. Jofeph. Ant. lib. xix. ^ SQe^ 

in Claud, cap. z. ^P^o, p. 66^. 

according to Suetonius ( 7 ), fbur months, and twentyrAmr 
twenty-nine years; according days (2). 
to others, twenty-eight years, 

(i) Suet. cap. 50, Y») Cicm. Strom, lib, i. p. 539, Eotrop. 

iftVit.^ftud^ .T I , ... 
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Aaguftus was a mark of the fovereign power. The name 
of Julius wasentireJy laid afide, and never after aflumed by 
any of the emperors". Claudius was, by his mother An- 
tonia, the grandfon of Marc Antony and Odavia, fifter to 
Auguftusy and, by his fatlier Drufus, who died in Germa- 
ny, the grandfon of Livia Augufta, and confequently, ne- 
phew to Tiberius, brother to Germanicus, and uncle to 
Caius. However, no perfon imagined he would ever have * 

attained to the fovereign power, till the day he was veiled 
with it*» ; for, being very fickly during the whole time of 
bis childhood and minority, he was fo weakened, both in 
his body and mind, that he was thought incapable of any 
public employment ; and, long after he was of age, kept 
under a governor, of whom he complained, in a book 
which he publifhed, as of a barbarous and unmannerly 
perfon, who had formerly been a groom, and was placed 
over him, on purpofe to plague and chaftife him upon every 
trivial occafion. 

His mother Afitonia ufed to call him *' a human De/pifidbjf 
monfter, juft begun by nature, but never finifted ;" and, allhisrila-' 
wheH fhc upbraided anyone with •dulnefs and ftupidity, her '*^"'* 
common expreffion was, *' You arc a6 ftupid as my fon 
Claudius i^' hi« grandmother Livia could not endure him : 
his nephew Caligula, when he had butchered many of hi$ 
kindredy faved him for the purpofes of ridicule : he was 
held in the fame contempt by his fifter Livilla, by Au- 
guftus^ and all his family (B): the kindeft word Auguftus 

gavjc 
^ Golte, p. 140. "A Tacft. Anna!. Hb. m. cap. i<. 



<B) Augullus, ^pprifed of the 
weaknefs of his underilanding^ 
honoured hi«i with no other 
dignity but that of anjgoir ; ^nd^ 
in his laft will, menttoDed hii9 
only amongfl his third heirs, 
who were no-way related to 
hio), and left him but a legacy 
of eight hundred fellerces^ His 
Hncle Tiberius honoured him 
with the confular ornaments, 
but never allowed him to dif- 
charge the office of conful ; and, 
when the young prince impor- 
tuned him for 5>me real prefer- 
nient, he fent him forty pieces 
x>f gold, againii the Saturnalia, 
cx £eails oFSaturo, to lay out as 



be pleafed, in the SijgSllaria ; 
which was a kind of fair after 
the Saturnalia, lafiin^ {even 
days, and fo called mm the 
little images and puppets, in 
Latin, fipUa^ which were then 
fold. V|K)n this anfwcr, Clau- 
dius^ laying aiide all hopes of 
rifing to any confiderable em- 
ployment in thf? (late, abandon- 
e;d himfetf^ a retired life, 
fpending h^s time with perfons 
much helow his rank, «ither in 
the gardens he had in the fub- 
urbs, or at his couatry-houfe in 
Can^pa^ia, where he gave him- 
felf entirely up to gamine; and 
drinking ; diveriioQS fuitable to 
D d 4 the 
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garc him was, that of Mifcllus, Poor Wretch*, 
thus dcfpifed'and ncglefted by his own relations, he b& 
came the jeft of the court, and was treated, even by tbe 
freedmen of his uncle and nephew, with great difrefpefi. 
Ws ttw He was not only deftitute of parts, but extremely timorous i 
rtufriff, inforauch that there was no .accident fo trivial, no man, 
woman, flave, or child, fo contemptible, as not to frighten 
him \ and, when frightened, he was altogether incapable 
of rtafoning. This timidity was owing to his education s 
for be was brought up among women and freedmen, and 
obliged, from hia infancy, to depend entirely upon tbein, 
and fubmit to their will and pleafure, without having any 
paifions, or even difcernmenc, of his own p. He declared, 
after he came to the throne, that, in the reigns of Tibe- 
rius and Caius, he had counterfeited folly, to efcape their 
cruelty ; but his €ondu£t too plainly (liewed, that it was 
not aflumed, but reaH. Suetonius taxes him with being 
naturally cruel, while others afcribe to his wives and freed- 
men the many executions, of which we Ihall have occaGon 
to fpeak, in the hiftory of his reign^ Though he had many 
great faults, yet, when compared with Tiberius or CaiuS} 
he was not a bad emperor '. 
Hit harm' FrOm his childhood he applied himfelf to the fludy of the 
^i* lifatrat fciencesi and frequently gave public teilimonies of 

his proficiency in them •. He arrived at no fmall perfe£lion 
in oratory \ and his difcourfe was not without elegance, 
wbeh it was the refult of ftudy. He was well (kiUedifl 
thcLatin and Greek tongues, wrote feveral books (C), and 

added 

• Suet, in Claud, cap. «, & 3. P Dio, p. 665. q Suet. cap. 3S. 
r Dio, lib. Ix. p. 665. Aor. \\8t, cap. 4. s SueC. cap. 3. 

the low^ company he kept. How- did not take phcc, Tiberius al« 

ever, the fenate. in confidera- leging againft his voting in the 

t!oh of his high birth, enafted, fcnate, the weaknefs ornia un- 

that he fhould be added, above derftanding ; and promifed to 

the limited number, to the Col- make good, at his private ex- 

lege oFthe priefta of Auguftus, pence, the lofles he had fate- 

into which none had ever been ed by lire. Ncxcrthelefs Tibe* 

beFoie admitted bat by lot; rlus, in his Inft will, named hira 

that a houfe belonging to him, amongft his heirs, and left him 

which had been burnt down \q a- legacy of about two raillioDS 

the ground, (hould be rebuilt at of fcflerccs ( i). 

the public charge ; and that he (C) At the perfuafion of 

fliouid have a vote" in the ftnate, Ltvy, the celebrated hiftorian, 

und deliver his opinion among he wrote, in fbny-thrce books, 

the confuhrs. But this decree the hiilory of Rome, fi'omtte 

to Ttdt. Ann. li^. iii. cap. », y. £^io> ^,.^%. Soetoa, cap. ^ 
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tdded tlirec letters to the ^Jincicnt alphabet ^ : which, bow- 
ever, continued in ufe no longer than bis reign "• Seneca 
commends bis works, and fpeaks of him as an encourager 
of learning. He was tall and well-(haped ; but bad fome-r Hisperpm. 
thing very difagreeablc in his mien, fomething very unbe«» 
coming in his aftion, which, together with bis fecbli voice, 
and inarticulate pronunciation, is the chief fttbje£i: of Se^ 
neca's railleries. Thefe defe£ts, as welt as his ftammeringr 
and the trembling of his bead, Dio CaiGus takes to be the 
efFc£t of the infirmities to which he was £ubje£k io his 
childhood and youth *. 

His wife, when he came to the empire, was Valeria Mef- Htswi'uig 
falina, his coufin. He bad already by her a daughter, named ^^ ^^* 
Oftavia, who was afterwards married tp Nero. Not many ^'*' 
days after bis acCeffion to the empire, his wife Meilaiina. 
was delivered of a fon, named firft Claudius Tiberius Ger<» 
manicus, and afterwards Britannicus Caefar ^. By bis fe<- 
cond wife ^lia Fetina, whom be divorced, he bad a daugb-» 
ter called Antonia, whom be married firft to Pompciua 
Magnus, and afterwards to Fauftus Sylla, both descended 
from illuftrious anceftors. His fifft wife, Flautia Urgvla* 
nilla, brought him Drufus, and a daughter called Claudia. 
Drufus loft his life at Pompeii before he was fourteen, be« 
ing choaked by an apple, as already related. As for Clau- 
dia, though (he was born five months before he divorced 
her mother, yet he would not acknowlege her for his 
daughter ; but, fufpefiing her to be the child of one of bis 
freedmen called Boter, he caufed her to be ftripped naked, 
and to be expofed« after the divorce, before her mother's 
door». 

t Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 3. « Senec. cap. 41* > Dio, 

cap. 60. p. 665. y Suet. cap. 17. > Idem ibid* 

death of Csefar the dilator to had a particular efleem for the 

his own time. He publiihed Greektongueyfpoke it fluently, 

alfo feven volumes of his own ,ai^d wrote, in that language, 

life, whkh were wrote with the hiftory of the Tyrrhenians,' 

morQr' elegance than judgment intwentybooks, and that of the 

(1); and a defence of Cicero Carthagmians, in eight. To 

againfl the writings of Gallus, make thefe hiftories the more 

which, in the opimon of Sueto- famous, headded a new fchool 

nius, was a learned perform- to the old one at Alexandria, 

ance. His hiftory he recited calling it by his own name, and 

in public, fubmitdng it to the ordering his two Greek hifto>.. 

judgment of his auditors. He ries to be read in both fchools. 

(i}Sttft.cap.4.i,4f 
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MeflTalina, and Agrippina, vbom he married after faer 
death) bore an abfolute fway over Claudius, who aded un* 
der them more like a flave than a prince % difpofing of ho« 
nours, governments, employments, and armies, as they and 
his frecdmen, whofe power he made equal to his own, 
thought fit to dircft. Amongft the latter, his chief favou- 
rites were,' Poflides the eunuch, Felix, Harpocras, Poly- 
bius, and, above all, NarcifTus and Pallas. To thefe we 
may add Calliftus, or, as others call him, Calixtus, a man 
of great art and addrefs : he was privy to the confpiracy 
againft Caius, and gained the favour of Claudius, by pre- 
tending that he had been commanded by Caius to poifon 
him \ but had, under various pretences, deferred from day 
to day the execution of his orders ''. Calixtus's oflice was 
to receive the petitions which were prefented to the em- 
peror 5 NarcifTus was his fecretary ; and Pallas ha3 the 
whole management of the finances. Thefe three divided 
the fovereign power amongft them ^. Each of them was, 
according to Pliny •*, richer than Craffus had ever been ; and 
pofiefied greater wealth than the emperor himfeif, who was 
told one day, as he complained of his poverty, that he 
would be rich enough if he could but prevail upon big 
freedmen to take him for their partner. Having premifed 
thus much in general concerning Claudius, and thofe who 
governed under him, we fliall now refunie the thread of 
oilr hiftory. 

The unexpefted news of Caius's death, which was 
brought while the people were intent upon the fliows, and, 
in an inftant, difFufed all over the city, occafioned a gene* 
ral commotion. Upon the fifft alarm, the deceafed empe- 
ror's litter-men haftencd, with their poles, to his refcue, and 
were immediately followed by his German guaidjs, napied 
the Celtic band ; who, finding Caius lying dead on the 
ground, and his body fhockingly mangled, vented their 
rage on all they met, without exaniining whether they were 
privy to the confpiracy, or not ; and in this confufion were 
killed L. Afprenas, who had been conful three years before 5 
Norbanus, defcended from one of the moft illuftrious fa- 
milies in Rome ; Anteius, a fenator of great diftinftion ; 
and feveral others, who came merely out of curiofity to 
know what truth was in the report. Chaerea retired, before 
the emperor's death was publicly known, to the houfe of 
Germanicus, which was contiguous to the palace, apd 



« Suet. cap. 19. ^ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. ^ix. cap. i. 
lib. V. 3u.et cap. a8. .^Fim. lib. xa^xiiL c^p. 10. 
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Aere, with the chief of the confpirators, lay concealed, till 
the Germans, by whom Caius was cxtremejy beloved, on 
account of his prodigality, had vented their fury. The 
people, fufpeSing Caius had caufed the report of his death 
to be fpread abroad, on purpofc to difcover their fentiments, 
continued in the theatre, without taking any notice of the 
rumour; but they were greatly alarmed, when they found 
that the emperor's guards had furrounded the theatre, and 
were ready to enter it fword in hand, to facrifice the whole 
multitude to the manes of their maflacred general. And 
this vengeance they defigned to take, in the firft tranfports 
of their rage ; but a public herald, appearing unexpectedly 
in the theatre, clad in deep mourning, after having pro- 
claimed the emperor's death, commanded the people quietly 
to retire to their refpeftive houfes, and the fofdiery to with- 
draw to their quarters, without raifing any farther difturb^* 
ance. They all obeyed without hefitation ; fo that the tu- 
mult was foon appeafed, and tranquility reftored to the city. 

Then the cbnfuls, Q^Pomponius Secundus and Cn. Sen- TJte coitfmb 
tius Saturninus, having, at the head of the city-guards, who feixt tkt 
Ti'ere under their command, feized on the forum, and the CapM. 
Capitol, aflembled the fenatC} in order to deliberate about 
the moft proper meafures to be taken in fo critical a junc- 
ture. While they were afTembled, both the populace and 
foldiery, whom Caius had gained with the immenfe fums 
he didributed amongft them, and the magnificent (hows he 
exhibited almoft every day, cried aloud' for vengeance. 
Thefe clamours fo terrified the fenaie, that they were ready 
to pafs a decree, ena£Hng, that the confpirators fhould be 
apprehended, and executed as traitors and enemies to their 
country ; when Valerius Afiaticus, a fenator of high qua- Faltrlm 
lity and reputation, rifing up, fpoke with great vehemence Afi^tUut 




tyrant ; wiihmg that the tyrant had fallen by 1 
exhorted the mhers to defpife the clamours of the multi- 
tude. Thus animated, they, by an edi£t, which was or* 
dercd to be read to the people, commanded them to return 
to their feveral employments, and the foldiery to keep . 
H^ithin their camp* 

Then the confpirators publicly owned the faft. Sentius w^« ap^ 
Saturninus, one of the confuls, having with great zeal and P^^''* ^"^ 
ardour difplayed the benefits of liberty, and miferies of ty- J^/ 
ranny, encouraged the fathers to refume their ancient au* 
thority, and to oegin the exercife of that power, to which 
|hey alone had a juft claim, by conferring iuch honours and 
PH>Kard8 on phaerea^ as the csuneat fe^vi^e be had rendered 

the 
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Thefmau tbe ^ttblic well deferYed. The fenators, thus encouraged, 

nfolvis to ngrced to reftorc Rome to her ancient liberty, and utterly 

^*fi^^*^ to aboUlh the authority of the Csefars. They fpent all thaf 

krr^nmciini ^^1* ^^ ^^^ following night, in deliberating on the mea* 

Ubirtj^ fures to be taken for bringing about fo great a change, with«- 

ottt kindling a civil war within the yery walls of the cicy ^ 

but parted, after long and warm debates, without deter* 

minipg upon any* When the fenate rofe, Chaerea, wbon^ 

tbey had aj^ointed commander of the city-guards, went to 

tbe confuU for the parole, who gave him the word Liberty. 

No fuch honour had been paid to the confuls ^ver fince th^ 

cftabliihment of the monarchy *'. 

In the onean time, the ioldiers in the camp tpok fuch 

focafures as utterly defeated thofe of the fenate. Claudius, 

who had been with Caius a few minute? before he was iBur-r 

deredi and was retired to a room in the palace called t{er^ 

maumt upon the 6r(l alarm oi bis deaths bid himfelf be* 

bind the hangings in a dark corner of the palace, whence 

he beard the noife of the foldiery, and faw f9m6 of the 

German guards pafs, with the head of Afprenas» whicii 

tbey carried in triumph* This fight increafed his fright to 

fuch a degree, that he continued motiontefs in the fame 

plaee, fcarce daring to breathe, through fear of being dif«- 

^efiU covered^ till a common foldier, running about thfs palace in 

diiryfni i)«(eft of plunder, perceived^his feet, and dragged him froai 

Claiutiiui hie biding"place. Claodius, npt doubting that the foldier 

deiigaed to murder him, threw himfelf gn tb^ ground, and 

begged for mcfcy \ which tb^ fcjdier, finding who he was, 

»ot only granted, but CaUied hi^ emperor, and carried 

faim to his comrades, who, at his inftigatipn, bnnoured bim 

Ai^^TZ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^*^' Tbey then placed him in a chair, and 

<M^i earned bim upon their ibojulders to the camp, the people, 

urbo imagined they were conveying him to executipn, la- 

menting bis misfqrtune \ for he had hitherto done notbii^ 

that could deferve any man's hatred* 

He was joyfully received in the camp i but, being natu* 
raUy timorous, pa0ed the night in no fmall apprehenfion ^ 
He was inclined to refufe the empire. ) but king Agrif pa, 
who had juft interred the body of Caius^ bearing the a/^my 
defigned to raife Claudius to the fovcreigii power, encour 
raged him to embrace tbf i^jrefcnt opportunity ; and, leav-i 
iflg him in that refolution, returned bon^. Tbe foldiery^ 
convinced that the ftate CQ\x\4 QOt long fobiSft with wt a^ 
cmptiTor, and rcfleAing, that k wpuld provj^ £af i^ore ad«i 

« J^ffi^hp Mtlq. WW 3^^K. /wp. I, & ». $uct. in Caii|^. qip. ^ 
Dip* ]ibJ». I?. 6^v ^ ^ &;f<,^ in CUud, cap. iq, 

vantageoua 
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▼atitageoa^ for them to give» than to receive a foirerelgn^ mfk^e tkg 
the very next day, the twenty<*fifth of January, took an oath foldieiy 
of allegiance to Claudius, who promifed them fifteen fef- '^*| ^* 
terces a man s. He was the firft emperor, as Suetonius ^'jLf^* 
obfcrveSj^ who diftributed money to the foldier s upon his fg fiifgg^ 
acceiiion to the empire ; biit his example was followed by 
moft of his fuccefibrs. The people, who had expreiTed TkeptopU 
great joy upon the hopes of recovering once more their an- join the /oh 
cient privileges, no fooner heard that Claudius was declared ^i^* 
emperor by the army, than they approved, with loud ac- 
clamations, what had been done in .the camp, and openly 
declared, that they had rather obey one prince than many 
tyrants. The fenate,« however, perfified in their former re- 
folution of aiferting the public liberty, and Vtrere even for 
making war againft Claudius ; but growing cooler, on ac-> 
count of the differences that arofe amongft them, and not 
being able to come to an agreement, they fent for king 
Agrippa, to advife with him in the prefent emergency. 

The king, appearing in the fenate drefled and perfumed, 
as if he had not been out of his houfe that day, afked what 
was become of Claudius, as if he fufpefked him to have 
been murdered together with his nephew. The fenate in- Thefenati 
formed him of what had pafTed, to which he pretended to ^^j^'^. 
be an utter ftranger, and, at the fame time, aiked his ad- j^rippaf 
vice. The king protefted, that he was readv to facrifice 
his life to the glory of the fenate, and to tne public li« 
berty ; but, r*everthelefs, ftarting innumerable difficulties, 
and exaggerating the dangers and evils of a civil war, he 
artfully endeavoured to deter them from having rccourfe to 
arms. He told them, that, in his opinion, they were not 
in a condition to oppofe the praetorian guards ; and there- 
fore advifed them rather to fend a deputation to Claudius, 
intreating him not to accept of the empire. This embaffy 
he offered to take upon himfelf. The fenate thanked him A dipuia* 
iir his zeal, accepted his offer, and difpatched him the tionftntf 
faii|(e day to the camp, with two tribunes of the people, Ve- ^^•^'•'» 
ranlus and Bruchus. The tribunes conjured Claudius to 
fubmit to the authority of the fenate and people ; reminded 
hifn bf the evils and calamities which the republic had fuS- 
ftred under the former tyrants ; affured him, that the fe- 
nate had refolved> at all events, to attempt the recovery of 
their ancient privileges ; and earneftly intreatcd him feri- 
ouily to refled): on the calamities attending a civil war, and 
the unhappy end of Caius. 

f jofcf h.-Antiqi lib..»x. tap* i, '& ai 
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The fpeech of the tribunes made a deep impreflion on ttie 
mind of Claudius, who was naturally timorous ; but Agrip- 
pa, in a private audience, encouraged him to feize the pre- 
fent opportunity; acquainted him with the fears, per- 
plexity, and irrefolution of the fenate ; and exhorted him 
to aflume forthwith the imperial power, and return an an* 
fwer to the depudes becoming an emperor. Claudius fol« 
lowed the advice of Agrippa, which occaGoned great con- 
fufion in the city, the fenate declaring, that they were de- 
termined rather to riik a civil war than fubmit to the will of 
one man. This was in cSt£k declaring war; and accord-* 
ingly Claudius, being acquainted with their refolution^ be-' 
gan to put himfelf in a condition to repel force with force. 
In the mean time the people, furrounding the place where 
the fenate was aflembled, demanded with threats an em- 
peror ; loudly declaring, that they would never acknowlege 
the authority of the fenate. This declaration frightened the 
fathers to fuch a degree, that they immediately feparated^ 
biit the confuls fummoned them to meet again next morn- 
ing before break of day. Only a fmall number obeyed the 
fummons, fcarce a hundred perfons, the reft being either 
retired into the country, or keeping clofe in their houfes, 
through fear of being infulted by the populace. 

While the fenators were deliberating how to fruftrate the 
defigns of Claudius, the city guards, the only troops that 
obeyed the fenate, joining the populace, began to exclaim, 
that the fenate might take what meafures they thought proper, 
but the foldiery were refolved to yield obedience to none but 
an emperor.^ This defe£^ion put ah end to the deliberations 
of the fenate ; all thoughts of liberty were laid afide, and 
Claudius, with the ufual ceremonies, was faluted emperor 
(D). After this declaration the fenators haftened to the 

camp, 

Minucianusand the others ceaf- 
ed to folicit for a dignity which 
they knew they could not long 
enjoy. Chserea did all that lay 
in his power to put a ilop to the 
defertion of the foldiery, but to 
no purpofe ; for while he was 
encouraging the few who re- 
mained to exert themfelves in 
the defence of their liberties, 
inftead of liftening to him, they 
took up their fbuidard?, and, 
marching fword in hand out of 
the city, joined their comrades 



(D) Several perfons were 
propofed, all better qualified 
than Claudius, for that high 
(Nation, namely, Annius Mi- 
nucianus or Vinicianus, Vale- 
rius Afiaticus, who had been 
both privy to the confpiracy 
againd Caius, and Camillus 
Scribonianus, who revolted the 
following year. In the mean 
time the gladiators, on whom 
the fenate chiefly relied, and 
the city-guards, went over in 
crouds to Claudius j fo that 
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camp, each of them ftriving to be the foremoft in paying 
his court to the new prince. The foldiery received them 
with infults, wounded fome, and would have killed thecon- 
ful Fomponius Secundus, who had been the mod ftrenuous 
of all rn the caufe of liberty, had they not been reftrained 
by Claudius, who received him with the greateft tokens of 
refpe£t, and placed him next to himfelf **. 

Claudius, being declared and acknowleged emperor, left ^^' ^^ F*» 
the camp, accompanied by the fenate and praetorian guards ; ^*^ ^'^ 
and, entering the city im triumph, offered a folemn facrifice u.'c. 789, 
in the Capitol, as a thankfgiving to the gods, who had thus . 

raifed him to the empire. Then he withdrew to the palace, 
where he immediately fummoned a council to deliberate on 
his conduit with refpe£); to thofe who had murdered Caius. 
He fecretly approved of the aftion, but as he thought it 
nearly concerned all princes, that the death of one (hould 
not pafs unrevenged, with the advice of his friends he cauf- 
ed the brave Chaerea (E), with Lupust, and a few more, to Ch^reaf 
be condemned and executed ; but pardoned the reft, and, V^^^l^f.^f 
amongft them, Cornelius Sabinus, though he had afted a ratorlyMt 
chief part in the murder of Caius ; but the brave tribune, toaUathn 
grieved for the death of his friend»Chaerea, and fcorning to 
out-live him, laid violent hands on himfelf. After thefe ex- 
amples were made, the emperor palled an a£): of oblivion 
with refpe6l to all that had been tranfa£ked in the fenate, 
from the death of Caius to the time of his accefEon to the 
empire, and obferved it fo ftriftly, that he even raifed thofe 
to the firft employments who had been the moft fanguine 
in the caufe of liberty. 

The fenate immediately decreed Claudius all the honours Inftancemf 
w^hich they had conferred on other emperors ; but he mo- Claudiuses 
deftly declined the greater part of them, and forbad any one *"*^^'-. 



ifiuity^ (^r. 



-^ Jof. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. i> & 2. Dio> p. 666. Suet, in Claud. 
cap. 10. 

in the camp of the prxtorian tinued protefting, that they 

guards. The fenate, feeing would rather fall by their own 

the<nfelves thus abandoned by hands than fubmit to Claudius 

all their troops, were forced to ( i ). 

join the people and foldiery, (E) Chaerea died with the 

and declare Claudius emperor ; conflancy of a true hero ; but 

which they did accordingly. Lupus betrayed great marks of 

decreeing him, at the fame fear, notwithHanding the illuf- 

time, all the titles annexed to trious example he had before 

the imperial dignity. How- his eyes, 
ever, Ch«rea and Sabinus con*- 

(I Jofeph. Anttq. Ub» xix, cap* 3. Die, p. 665. 

to 
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to pay him divine worfliip, or ftyle hiiti a goA. Having a 
few days after he was declared emperor, married his daugh- 
ter Antonia to Cn. Pompeius, he would not fuflfer the peo- 
ple to make any public rejoicings on that occafion, nor even 
on his own birth-day, or on the anniverfary of his acccffida 
to the empire *. Fie no fooner began to excrcife the au- 
thority with which he was veftcd, than he fupprefled the 
law of majefty> which, under the two preceding emperors, 
had proved fatal to Rome. At the fame time he recalled all 
the exiles, eafed the people of the tributes with which Caius 
had loaded them, prohibited fuch as had any relations of 
their own, however diftant, to name him among their heirs \ 
reftored the eftates which had been unjuftly feized by 
Tiberius and Caius to the owners, or their heirs ; and or- 
dered all the ftatueSt which Caius had caufed to be brouf;ht 
to Rome from Greece, and other countries, to be reftored to 
the cities whence they had been taken (F). With thefe, and 
/f Moved innumerable other inftaiices of his clemency, juftice, and 
h thefn^ affability, he gained the hearts of the people to fuch a de- 
^ grce, that, upon a groundlefs report of his being aflafiinated, 

the)r raifed dreadful diftuibances in the city, calling the 
foldiers traitors, the fenate parricides, and loading with 
curfes and imprecations all whom they fufpeded to have 
been acceffary to his death. The tumult continued till the 
magiftrates affared the people from the roftra, that Clau- 
dius was only gone to Oftia, whence he would return in a 
fliort time *. 
Histim$r^ The zeal which the people teftified on this, and fevcTtl 
§mfntfs. Other occafions, for his fafety, was not fufficient to cure 
his natural timidity. His friends could not prevail upon 
him, during the firft month of his reign, to appear in the 
fenate* becaufe Caefar, the diflator, had been murdertd 
there. He caufed all whom he admitted to his prefencc, 
to be firft carefully fearched, left they fliould have fome 

I'DiOf p. 667. 669« ^ Siitt. in Claod. cap. ti. 

(F) When ncwi of Caligula's right to difpofe of the empim 

death reached Gaul, feveral as the prseunian guards : but 

perfons of dtdi nation in that Galba rejected their ofifer with 

province folicited Servius Sul- indignation ; a rcfufal whidi fo 

pit i us Galba, who comttiMw ie d pleam Claudius^ that he re* 

on the Rhine, tofeiaethefovc- ceivediiiiii isto the ntimbtraf 

seignty for hiinfW« The le« his iflmuKte friends, and €ver 

gions offered to fuppoft faim^ afwihewed a particidar aftc- 

thinking they had as good a tio&forilim (a)« 

(«) Suet, m OaM). 4ip. 7* 

weapon 
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It^^apoii concealed under their garments; It was a long 
time befo;-e he could be perfuaded to excufe women, and 
even children, from being examined in a yery rude and un^ 
l>ecoming manner. At public entertainments he was con- 
ftantly furrotinded by his guards, whom he alfo obliged to 
attend him at table, diftrufting the donleftics even of his 
moil intimate friends. He never failed to vifit in perfon 
fuch of the fenators as were indifpofed ^ but always fenc his 
guards before to fcarch every corner of the houfe K Thefe 
Unnecefiary and ridiculous precautions did not render him 
fo contemptible in the eyes of the multitude as the weak- 
hefs and want of judgement which he betrayed in the admi* 
niftration of juftice. He was totally unqualified for that Renders 
office, but neverthclefs coUld not be prevented from hearing himfelfew 
ind deciding the mod intricate catifes \ which ferved only '^^/'^^^ 
to expofe him to public derifion, and often to infults, which 
he bore with incredible patience (G). 

In the firft year of his reign he enlarged the kingdom of ^tp^^^ 
Agrippa, by the addition of Judaea and Samaria, which had feveral 
been formerly potfefled by his grandfather Herod the Great, princes te 
To his brother Herod he gave the principality of Chalds, at ^^'^^ *'^^'- 
the foot of Mount Libanus ; and granted to both the privi* *'^^'' 
lege of entering the fenate, allowing Agrippa to appear 
there with confular, arid Herod with praetorian, onlaments". 
He alfo reftored Mithridates, the Iberian, to his kingdomi 
Mithridates, the Cilician, to the kingdom of Bofporus, and 
Antiochus to that of Comagene : all thefe princes had been 
Unjuftly deprived of their dominions by Caius. Soon after 
his acceflion to the empire he recalled his two nieces, Agrip** 
pina and Julia, from the ifland of Poiitia, to which they 
had been confined by their brother Caius ; but his wife, 
Meflallna, who governed him with an abfolute fway, jealous 
of the povirer which Julia aflurned, prevailed upon him to 
fend her back to the place of her former banifliment, under 
pretence that flic was guilty of adultery, and feverai other 
crimes, which by the envious Meflalina were. laid. to her ( 

charge, but never proved. The celebrated Seneca had his 

I Suet, in Claud, cap. 35. ^ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 4. 

t)io« p 670. 

(G) Suetonius relates, that a Roman knight, thinking him- 

a Greek pleading oiie day before felf wronged by him, had the 

him, not only reproached him boldnefs to throw his penknife 

with ignorance, but called him at him, which wounded him in 

to his face an old fool ; and that the cheek(3). 

(3} Suet, in Claud, cap. 15. 
Vol. XII. E e fliar^ 



4i8 

Stneca 
banijbtd* 



Jdvanta* 
get gained 
by Claudi 
ttj*s iieuti- 
uantJ. 



Claudius 
9biiges the 
fenators to 
obfenve thi 
iaws of 
Auguflus. 



The Roman Hijlory^ 

(hare in the misfortunes of the unhappy prlncefs, being, aftef 
his quaeftorihip, baniihed to the ifland of Corfica, upon a 
groundlefs fufpicion of a criminal converfation with her. 

This year the Romans gained fome advantages over the 
Mauritanians, who had taken arms to revenge the death of 
Ptolemy, their king, barbaroufly affafSnated by Caius's or- 
ders ". About the fame time Sulpitius Galba overcame the 
Catti, and P. Gabinius Secundus obtained a vi£tory over 
the Marfi, two German nations. Gabinius, after his vic- 
tory, had the good fortune to difcover, and bring back with 
him to Rome, one of the eagles which the Germans had 
taken upon the defeat Of Varus. For thefe viftories Clau-> 
dius affumed triumphal ornaments, and the title of etnperon 
Gabinius defeated likewife the Chauci, another German 
nation, and was allowed by Claudius, on account of his 
gallant behaviour on that occafion, to affume the furname 
of Chaucius^ 

In the following year, Claudius entered upon his fecond 
confulftiip, having for his colleague C. Largus ; but held 
it only for two months : to whom he refigned the fafcesj 
we are no where told. Largus continued conful to the end 
of the year. I'he emperor, when he firft afiembled theie- 
nate in quality of conful, caufed the fenators to bind theni- 
felves by a folemn oath, to obferve all the laws of Auguftus, 
and took the fame oath himfelf ; but would not allow any 
of the magiftrates or fenators to lay themfelves under any 
obligation with regard to his own laws. This year, the 
Mauritanians were again defeated by Suetonius Faulinus, 
who extended his conquefls to the river Niger, which fe- 
parates Africa from Ethiopia. Cn. Hofidius Geta, fuc- 
ceeding Paulinus in the command of the Roman troops in 
Africa, gave Salabes, the Mauritanian general, two great 
overthrows ; which obliged the whole country to fubmit to 
the yoke. Claudius divided the kingdom of Mauritania 
into two provinces, the Cajfariana and theTingitana j the 
former being fo called from Caifar, a name at that time 
common to all the emperors j and the latter from Tingis, 
the metropolis of that province. Both thefe provinces were, 
by the appointment of Claudius, governed by Roman 
knights. This year Claudius caufed a law to be pafled, 
commanding, that thofe who were appointed by the fenate 
to the government of provinces, fhould depart from Rome 
before the beginning of April ; but the year folloveing he 
allowed them to remain in Rome till the middle of that 
month. At the fame time he pufcliflied an edift, forbid- 



n Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. 8. Dio, ^p. 670, 
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liirig tiiofe whom he fliould charge with the gorcrhmcnt of 
provinces to return him thanks, as was cuftomary, in the 
fenate, fince they owed no obligations to him ; while he, 
bn the contrary, was greatly indebted to them for eafmg 
him of part of his burden p. 

The great famine which raged this year at Roine, Claudius 
prompted Claudius to undcrtakie the forming of a large and ^^^^a y 
tonvenient haven at the mouth of the Tiber ; which work .f '^ 'Jw 
he happily completed, though Cscfar the di£i:ator, if fome ^^^ Ttbgrf 
miftake has not crept into Suetonius, had many years be- 
fore attempted it in vain. It was an undertaking, fays 
Dio CaiGus, worthy of the grandeur of the Roman empire : 
but the fucceflbrs of Claudius were not able to maintain it ; 
fo that, foon after his death, it wa& filled with fand, and 
became entirely ufelefs % At the fame time, Claudius un- 
dertook the draining of the lake Fucinus in the country of 
the Marfi, and the conveying of its waters, by a deep canal, 
into the Tiber, 01 rather the Liris ; in which work he em- 
ployed thirty thoufand men for eleven years, but to no 
efFe<a. 

This year Meflaliiia and Claudius's freedmcn hegan to 
abufe the prince's weaknefs, and the too great power he al- 
lowed them, to the deftruftion of fuch of the nobility as 
gave them umbrage, or incurred their difpleafure. The 
firft who fell by their treachery was Appius Silanus, a per- 
fon of great diftin&ion and known integrity. He firft 
married Emilia Lepida, grand-daughter of Julia the 
daughter of Auguflus, and had by her L. Junius Silanus, 
to whom Claudius had betrothed his daughter 0£tavia : 
upon the death of Emilia Lepida, which happened this year, 
Claudius, who confidered Silanus as his intimate friend, 
perfuaded him to marry Domitia Lepida, mother of his 
own wife Meflalina 5- but, to his great misfortune, the em- 
prefs, whofe lewdnefs knew no bounds, fell in love with him LenuJnefr 
nerfelf, and was not afliamed to difclofe her paffion. Sila- ^/ Mejfa- 
nus rejedled, with the utmoft indignation, her inceftuous ^^^* 
folicitations ; a repulfe which provoked her to fuch a de- 
gree, that flie refolved upon his ruin, and eftefted it, with 
the affiftance; of the freedman NarcifTus, in the following 
manner: Narciffus ruflied into Claudius's chamber one 
morning by break of day, in a great fright, and told the 
emperor, who was ftill in bed, that he had dreamed Sila- 
nus defigned to murder him that very day. Meffalina, as 
had been agreed on between them, pretended to hear the 
freedman's account with furprize and amazement, afTared 

P Dio, lib. Ix. p. 671. ^ Svet. in Claud, cap. 20. 
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the emperor* that (he had been, for feveral nights togetfaei^^ 
alarmed with the fame dream. In the mean time Silanus^ 
who had been told the day before, that he was tor wait 
upon the emperor at that hour, fuddeniy came in ; and his 
appearance fo terrified Claudius, that, without any farther 
enquiries, he commanded him to be immediately feized, 
and executed. The fame day he acquainted the fenate with 
what had pafled, and was not afliamed publicly to return 
thanks to his freedman for watching over his fafety, even in 
his fleep ' (H). 

The death of Silanus alarmed the nobility, who, finding 
their lives and eftates precarious under a weak prince, en-* 
tircly governed by his wife and freedmen^ refolved, by his 
death, to deliver themfelves from the dangers with which 
they were threatened. Annius Vinicianus, or, as Jofephus 
calls him, Minucianus, a principal a£tor in the murder of 
Caius. and, after his death, had been, by the fenate, judged 
equal to the empire, was at the head of the confpiracy, 
and drew into it Furius Camillus Scribonianus, governor of 
Dalmatia, who had been conful ten years before, and with 
CamiUus him a great number of knights ^nd fenators. Camillus, 
rtvoltst who was at the head of a powerful army, openly avowed 
his defign ; and, by aiTuring his troops under his command, 
that he had nothing in view but to reftore Rome to her 
ancient liberty, perfuaded them to take an oath of allegiance 
to him. At the fame time, being well acquainted with 
Claudius's timorou temper, he wrote a letter to him, filled 
with reproaches, and threatening him with a cruel death, 
if he did not immediately refign the empire, and, retiring 
to a private life, fave him the trouble and expence of mak** 



r Sueton. in Claud, cap. 37* 
cap. 37. 

(H) Suetonius tells us, that 
the poor unmanly wretch was, 
at the lead apprehenfion of dan- 
ger, eaiily put upon the moll 
cruel aud fanguinary precau- 
tions, fear getting the better of 
his reaibn and temper. Wheri 
returned to himfelf, he often 
teftified great grief and concern 
for the executions which he 
had commanded in a fudden 
fright, without knowing what 
he did or faid'; nay, he fre- 



Dio, p. 674. Tacit. Anna!, lib. }CL 



quently enquired what was be- 
come of thofe peribns who had 
■^bcen executed by his order : he 
fometimes fent to invite them 
to dine with him the next day, 
and was under the utmoft con* 
cern when informed of their 
death, proteding, with tears in 
his eyes, that he had given no 
fuch orders ( i ). Thus was his 
whole life governed by fe-rrs, 
and his fears were influenced by 
his wives and freedmen. 



(r) Sueton. in Claud, cap, 37—39. 
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•■ ing war againft him. The emperor, terrified by this letter, 
^flembled, in the utmoft confternation, his friends, to de- 
liberate whether he (hould refign the fover^ign power to 
Camillus : but be was foon delivered from his fears ; for 
Camillus's foldiers, not being able, bjr fome ftrange acci- 
dent, to remove their enfigns, when, they were ordered to 
march out and meet their new emperor, began, upon that 
omen, to repent of their revolt \ and being perfuaded that ^^ ;^ ^. 
the gods difapproved of it, fell upon their ofiicers, and cut handontd 
moft of them in pieces. Camillus himfelf cfcaped to the kf ^" ^^t 
ifland of Ifla, on the coaft of Dalmatia, where he was ««<'«»'•• 
ftabbed, in the arms of his wife Junia, by a common fol- ^' ' 
dier named Volaginus, after he had borne the title of em- 
peror five days *. 

Upon his death, moft of the confpirators, and among Moft of the 
the reft Vinicianus, deftr6yed themfelves : fome were feized con/pira- 
and executed ; and others, by purchafing with large furas \"^'^} 
the favour of Meflalina, and the emperor's freedmen, never '^r^^'' 
were enquired after ; while many innocent knights and fe- 
nators were, under colour of being concerned in the con- 
spiracy, ftripped of their eftates by the rapacious Meifalina 
and Niarciflus, apd either fent into baniihment, or executed 
•without mercy. The courage and refolution of Arria is tfff^ f^. 
celebrated by moft of the ancient writers : flie was wife ftaney^ 
of Cxcina raetus, of confular rank, who, having joined firmntfs* 
Camillus, was feized in Dalmatia, and fent to be tried at ^»^^'f * 
Rome^ Arria being, by the mercilefs foldiers, denied the '^** 
fatisfaflion of attending her huft>and in the fame veffel, 
followed him in another; and, arriving at Rome, there 
publicly reproached Junia, the wife of Camillus, with want 
of courage, and conjugal afFe£tion» in living after (he had 
feen her hujfband inhumanly murdered in her arms. Her * 
friends, concluding from thence, that (he was refolved not 
to outlive her huiband, watched her day and night ; but 
fhe, to convince them that all their precautions were ro no 
eflFeft, beat her head againft the wail with fpch violence, 
that her friends believed her dead. However, fhe reco- 
vered ; but finding flie could not, with all her intcreft (for 
ihe was in great favour with Meffalina), fave her hufband, 
and that he had not the courage to fall by his own hand, 
{he took a dagger, plunged it into her own breaft, and, 
pulling it out again, presented it to her huft^and, faying, 
<« Non dolet; I don't feel it'.** Otho, father to the em- 
peror of that name, being appointed the fuccefibr of Ca- 

» Suetpn. in Claud, cap. 13. Dio, p. 674.. Plin. lib. iii. cpift. i6, 
'Tacit. Uift^ hb. S. cap. 75. t Plin. lib. ixL epift. 161. 
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millus, in the command of the troops in Dalmatia, ordered 
all thofe foldiers to he put to death who had any concern 
in the murder of their officers, although he well knew that 
Claudius had approved of what they had done. His behar 
▼iour, on this occafion, difpleafed tne emperor : but Otho 
foon regained his favour by difcovering a cbnfpiracy formed 
againft him by a Roman knight, who was convi£ked and 
thrown headlong from theTarpeian rock, by a fcntcnce of 
the confals and tribunes of the people '*. 

The following year, Claudius was the third time conful, 
having for his colleague L. Vicellius, the fecond time conful. 
At this period Claudius deprived the Lycians'of their liber- 
ty, to terminate the differences that reigned amoncft them, 
and to punifh them for having, in a tumult, put (ome Ro- 
man citizens to death ^. Their country was added to the 
province of Pamphylia *. Meffalina, abufing the abfolute 
fway (he had over her weak hufband, perfuaded him, by her 
malicious infinuations, firfttoput to death his niece '^vXu^ 
the daughter of Germanicus, whom he had baniihed the 
year before to the ifland of Pontia ; and afterwards Julia the 
daughter of Dxufus, and grand-daughter of Tiberius : (he 
was like wife niece of Claudius, being the daughter of his 
Cfter Li villa. They were both condemned and executed, 
fays Suetonius, without being allowed to defend themfelves, 
though no perfon could prove the charge that was brought 
againft them. However, the latter Julia well deferved, on 
another account, the fate that overtook hef ; for fhe was 
chiefly inftrumental, as we have related before, in the ruin 
of her hufband Nero, the fon of Germanicus. When Clau- 
dius quitted his confulfhip, the fenate decreed him trium- 
phal ornaments; which induced him to engage in fome en- 
terprize, that might entitle him to a real triumph. The 
theatre hechofe for his warlike exploits was Britain, at that 
time harafTed with civil wars. 

Beric, a Britifh prince, having been expelled from the 
ifland by a contrary fadion, repaired to Rome, and im- 
plored the afliftance of Claudius, who refolved to reftorc 
him, and even to make a conque(l of the country. With 
this view he ordered A. Plautius into Britain, with the le- 
gions that were under his command in Gaul. The legions 
at firft refufed to embark in an expedition to a country 
which they confidered as a diftinft world : but the mutiny 
v/as at length appeafed by the difcreiion and addrefs of 
Plautius, who (hipped them at Gefforiacum, now Boulogne, 
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and landed on the coaft of Kent without oppoHtion : for 
the brothers, Cara£lacu8 and Togadumnus, who ruled the 
Cattiyellauni, and had expelled Beric, chief of the JDobuni, 
were a£tually prepared to give the Jlomans a warm recep- 
tion \ but being informed of the mutiny among the legions, 
they retired from the fea-pfide, and thus afforded an oppor«* 
tunity to Plautius of landing unmoleiled* This general ad» 
vanced by the fame route which Julius Caefar had formerly 
taken, as far as the river Thames, which he crofled, and in 
Oxfbrdihire defeated the brothers in two fucceffive battles* 
Carafbacus, after a third unfuccefsful effort, retreated along 
the banks of the river Thames, and another battle enfuing 
iij the neighbourhood of London, his brother was ilain, * 
and his army routed with great flaughter. Plautius having 
given the emperor notice of the progrefs he had made, 
Claudius immediately embarked at Oftia in the latter end 
of Jtily, for Marfeilles, and marching by land to Bolougne, 
vrhere he took ibipping, landed, with a confiderable rein* 
forcement, at the Portus Rutapinus, now called Sand-^ 
nvich. He forthwith proceeded to the banks of the Thames, 
on which Plautius was encamped » and the forces being 
joined, eroded the river in the face of the Britons, who 
difputed his pafTage with great bravery. From thence he 
advanced into the country of the Trinobantes, and took 
their capital Camulodunum, now called Maiden, in EfTex, 
All the Belgic Briton^ fubmitled ; but Caraftacus ftill kept ^ 

the field at the head of the Cattivellauni : Claudius having 
difarmed thofe that fubmitted, and reduced a good number 
of petty ftates to obedience by force of arms, was faluted 
imperator by the legions ; and the vanquilhed Britons , 
«re£ked temples to him, ranking him among the number 
-of their deities. Thus loaded with glory, which he owed 
entirely to the valour and condu£b of his general, he re- 
turned to the continent, after having ftayed fixteen days in 
Britain. He entered Italy on the fide of Lombardy, and 
embarking at the mouth of the Po, returned by fea to Rome, 
in the confulfhip of L. Quintius Crlfpinus, and M. Statilius 
Taurus ; having been abfent about fix months y. i he fe- 
,nate decreed him a triumph, with the furname of Britan- His iri^ 
.nicus to him and his fon ; befides two triumphal arches, umph. 
one at Rome, and the other in Gaul, on the fpot where he 
embarked for Britain. Farther, ^o encourage the emperor 
and his lieutenants to purfue their conquefts, they decreed, 
that all the treaties made by them fliould have the fame 
force as if made by the fenate and people of Rome ^ ClaUf^ 

^ Dio, p. %U. Sqet, in Claud» > Dio, p. 6%9, U £rq* 

£ e 4 dius^ 
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dtuSt afrer his triumph, reftored to the fathers the pro- 
vinces of Achaia and Macedon, which thenceforth began 
to be governed again by proconfuls ^ He likewife ho- 
noured M. Julius Cottius, prince of the Alps called Cotdse, 
with the title of king, and enlarged his barren territories; 
but deprived the Rhodians of their liberty for crucifying fome 
Roman citizens, yet he reftored it to them nine years after, 
in the fifty-third year of the Chriftian aera. 

The next confuls were M. Vinicius^whom Claudius raifed 
to that dignity, though he had caufed his wife Julia, the 
daughter of Germanicus, to be put to death, and T. Stati* 
lius Taurus Corvinus. As the city was filled with ilatues, 
Claudius ena£i;ied a law, forbidding any new ones to be 
ereAed within the walls of Rome, without the confeotof 
the fen ate; and, at the fame time, ordered many that were 
already raifed to be takeu away. He puniihed with great 
fcver;ty fome governors of provinces, who had been guilty 
of oppreffion 5 and ena£^ed feveral wholefome laws for 
bringing fuch to juftice as Oiould, for the future, be guilty 
of the fame peculation ; ordering all governors to return to 
Rome when the time of their command expired, toaiifwcr 
the complaints that might be brought againft them. Tbe 
prerogative of granting leave to fenators to travel out of 
Italy, which Auguftus had lodged in the fenate, he claimed 
himfelf, and obliged the fenate to confirm by a decree. 

In the following confulate of ValeVius Afiaticus andH< 
Junius Silanus, died M. Vinicius, brother-in-law to Claut 
dius, being poifoned by Mefialina. He was a man of a 
mild temper, and lived retired, interefting himfclf onlyin 
the affairs of his family ; but, to his misfortune, the lewd 
Meffalina conceived a violent pafSon for him, and poifoned 
him, becaufe be could not, by any folicitations, bepreTail- 
ed upon to injure Claudius ^ Afinius Gallus, thefonof 
Agrippina, Tiberius's firft wife, confpired this year againft 
the emperor, with a defign to fcizc the fovercign power; 
Claudius*i but the plot being difcovered, Claudius only condemned 
cUmtncy, him to banifhment, as a perfon from whom he had nothing 
to apprehend. He was of a very low ftature, ill-fhaped, 
deformed, ugly, and fo inconfiderate, that he had afpired 
to the fovereignty, though deftitute of friends and money, 
upon the bare fuppofition, that he (hould be immediately 
acknowlegcd by the people on account of his noble de* 
fccnt. This generous behaviour in Claudius washigbly 
commended by perfons of all ranks ; and no lefs pleafing to 
the Romans was the decree which he pafied in the fenate, 
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forbidding frccdmen to appear in judgement againft their 
patrons, and empowering their former mafters to, deprive 
them of their liberty, and bring them back to the chain, 
when they proved ungrJteful, or gave any juft motive of 
complaint. 

Next year Claudius was conful the fourth time with Lu- 
cius Vitellius, the third time conful ; but after two months 
the emperor refigned that dignity, and took upon him the 
office of cenfor, choofing for his colleague Lucius Vitellius CtaudHus 
already confuU who, as we have obfcrved, poflcfled a won- ^'^A''* 
derful talent for flattery (I). In the difcharge of this im- 
portant ofHce, Claudius performed fome things highly com- 
mendable, but in others gave fuch inilances of weaknefs, 
and want of underftanding, as expofed him to public deri- 
Con. He publiflied above twenty edifts in one day, moft 
of them trifling and ridiculous (K). 

This year was remarkable for the death of feveral perfons Yr of Fl. 
of great diftin'ftion, whom Claudius, at the inftigation'of a *A^^' 
MeiTalina^ caufed to be executed. Cn. Pompeius Magnus, i;. c.*7o6. 



(1) He left no method un- 
tried, fays Suetonius, to infi- 
jiuate himfelf into the favour of 
.Claudius : obferving him en- 
tirely addided to his wife Meff 
falina, and his freedtnen, he 
l)egged of the former, as the 
greateft favour (he could beftow 
upon him, that fhe would grant 
bim the honour of pulling off 
her fhoes. Meflalina highly 
pleafed to fee a man of his qua* 
lity and parts proud of that of- 
fice, granted him his requefl ; 
;ind Vitellius, the firft time he 
difcharged his honourable em^ 
ployment, carried away one of 
her (hoes, and wore it conftantly 
in his bofom, not being aihamed 
to pull it out in public, and of- 
ten kifs it. The golden images 
of Pallas and Narciflus, the em- 
peror's favourite freedmen, he 
worfhipped among his houihold 
gods. When Claudius enter- 
tained the people with the fecu- 
lar games, fo called, becaufe 
i^ty were exhibited but once 



in a century, his compliment to c«, Ftfjw- 
him was, " Saepe facias ! may fetus put t9 
you many times exhibit thefe death. 
fports !" Not only Claudius, 
who was a weak prince, but his 
wives and freedmen, were fo 
enchanted with the grofs and 
fulfomc flattery of this fawning 
flave, that they not only raifed 
him to the firfl employments in 
the empire, but likewife pro- , 
moted his two ions, whom he 
had the fatisfadion to fee con- 
fuls in the fame year, the one 
fucceeding the other. His el- 
der fon was afterwards raifed to 
the empire (U. 

(K) By one of them, for in- 
flance, he warned the fenate and 
people to take care, that their 
wine-veflTels were well pitched, 
fincc there was that year great 
plenty of grapes; by another 
he acquainted them, that the 
juice of the yew-tree was the 
befl remedy againfl the fting of 
a viper. 



(i) Soeton* in Vjtell. 
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who had married Antonia, the emperor's eldeft daugbter, 
fell the^firft. He was of an illuftrious family, but not de* 
fcended from Fompey the Great. His credit with the 
prince, his high rank, and extraordinary partSf by giving 
umbrage to Meflalina, occcafioned his ruin. He was coo* 
demned, and had his head cut off by a foldierfent for that 
purpofe, without even knowing that he was:acctifed : fo 
great and abfolute was the fway which Mefialina had ac« 
quired over her weak, timorous, and credulous hufbani 
At the fame time Craflus, the father of Pompeius, and \k 
mother Scribonia, were» by order of Claudius, put to deatb, 
though the former entirely refembkd him> beii\g, to ufe 
the expreffion of Seneca, as great a monfter as himfelf,aDd 
therefore no lefs qualified to be emperor S 

Many knights and fenators of rank were, after the death 
of Pompeius, accufed of confpiring againft the prince, feme 
Tidiriui of whom Claudius pardoned \ but Valerius Afiaticus was 
J/iiUkus profecuted without mercy, becaufe he pofiefled, and bad 
metuftd, embelliihed with extraordinary magnificence, the fine gar- 
dens of LucuUus, which Menalina wiihed to pofiefs. He 
was charged with a defign of withdrawing intp Gaul, to 
excite his countrymen to a revolt \ for he was a native of 
Vienne, and had very powerful connections in that pro^ 
vincc. He was accufed by Sofibius, preceptor to Britan- 
nic us, who cafily prevailed upon the weak and timorous 
prince to fecure his life and empire by the deftruftionof 
bis pretended enemy and rival. Crifpinus, commanderof 
the praetorian guards, was immediately difpatched witba 
body of foldiers to feize him at Baiae^ from whence he htir^ 
ried him to Rome in chains^ 
His mat. He was tried, not in the fenate, but in the emperor's 
chamber, in prefence of Meflalina : however, he pleaded 
his caufe with fuch eloquence and energy, that he forced 
tears from Claudius, and even from Meflalina : butthecffl' 
prefs, fearing pity and tendemefs fhould get the better of 
her other paffions, left the room, and whifpered L. Vitel- 
lius in the ear, not to let the accufed efcape •*. As Valerias 
declared, that he had never before feen any of the wit- 
nefles who were produced againft him, Sofibius at laft p^ 
duced one, who, he faid, was well acquainted with hun. 
He had informed his evidence, that Valerius was bald} and 
therefore, upon his entering the room, he defired hinj; ^ 
the firft place, to tell them which was Valerius Afiaticus. 
** I have been long acquainted with him, and that is be, 

c Suet. cap. 29. Dio, p. 679. Senec. Lud. in Oaud* ' TacA 
Ann. lib. xi. cap. i« Dio, p, 685. 
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faid the witnefs, pointing at another bald pcrfon, who 
happened to be prefent. This circumftance convinced 
Claudius, that Afiaticus was free from guilt 5 but, while 
he was deliberating about clearing him, the treacherous Hiuc§f§' 
Vitellius, throwing himfelf at his feet, and recounting the ^i*mnedbjf 
great fervices of Afiaticus to the commonwealth, of his at^ '^' ^'''^' , 
tachment to Antonia, the prince's mother, and his gallant ^/^fcW. 
behaviour in the late Britifli expedition, intreated him with 
great emotion, to difplay his mercv, by granting to fo 
worthy and deferving a citizen the free choice of bis own 
death. Claudius, without farther con fi deration, complied 
with his requeft; which was, in efFeft, condemning Afia- 
ticus, who thereupon opened his veins, and bled to 
death* (L).. 

As the pleaders at this time exaftcd exorbitant fees from Claudius 
their clients, and often of both parties, a complaint of this Mport' 
grievance being exhibited by Caius Silius, conful eleft, the ^^P^^^ 
whole fcnate concurred, and demanded that the Cincian '''''* 
law might be revived, enjoining, that no man (hould, for 
pleading a'caufe, accept of any gift or payment. The de- 
mand of the fenate was, with great vehemence, promoted 
by Siliiis, and with equal ardor oppofed by the pleaders, 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib, xi. cap. 3. 

. (L) He behaved with great fons, who urged Poppaea, with 

firmnefs and intrepidity. After whom be was fuppofed to carry 

his condemnation, he conti- on a criminal converfation, to 

nued his ufual exercifcs, walk- deprive herfelf of life, to avoid 

ing, bathing, and even fupping the dlfgrace of a (Itemeful im- 

chearfully ; telling his fnends, •prifonment, with which they 

that it would have be^n more to threatened her. The enjperor 

his credit to have fallen by the was fb totally forgetful of her 

craft of Tiberius, or the fury unhappy end, that her hufband 

pf Claudius, than thus to perifh Scipio being a few days after at 

by the dark devices of a wo- table with him, he aiked him 

man, and the treachery of fuch why he came without his wife. 

a bale and proflitute fycophant Scipio anfwered, that fhe was 

as Vitellius, After f upper he dead ; but dared not mention 

viewed his funeral pile, and the particulars of her death, 

ordered it to be removed to an- Afterwards two illuftrious Ro- 

pther place, lefl the heat and man knights, furnamed Petrx, 

fmoke fhould hurt his trees, were accufed and condemned. 

Finally, he opened his veins, becaufe one of them had a 

without betraying the leaft con- dream, which was fuppofed to 

cern, and bled to death. Mef- portend fome misfortune, either 

falina, not fatisfied with the to Claudius, or the empire (i). 
ruin of Afiaticus, fuborned per- 

(0 Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap* i. 

Clatulius 
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Claudius favoured the latter ; and therefore the fenate, in- 
ilead of fubje^iing them, as they defigned, to the penalties 
of the law againil extortion» if they took any fee, or evea 
prefent, for pleading, contented themfelves with fettling 
their fees, which were not to exceed the value of two bun* 
dred and fifty crownsy and declaring thofe who were not fa* 
tisfied with that fum, guilty of extortion ^ 

In the fame 'year the Cherufci, who inhabited the pre- 
fent city of Brunfwick^ had recourfe to Claudius for a lung, 
who fent them Italicus, fon to Tilavius the brother of the 
famous Arminius. Italicus was born at Rome, and eda* 
cated after the Roman manner \ a circumftance which in- 
duced the Cherufci, though they received him at firft with 
great joy, to take arms, and drive him from the throne. 
He was afterwards reftored by the Longobards, and, being 
fupported by them, opprefled, in a mod tyrannical manneri 
Wars hi the Cherufcan ftate. At the fame time Sanguinius, go* 
GermMf. vernor of Lower Germany, being dead, the Chauci made 
jncurfions into that province ; but Cn. Domitius Corbulo, 
the greateft commander of his age, who fucceeded Sangui- 
nius, obliged them to retire, purfued them into their own 
country, and would have compelled them to (ubmit to the 
Roman yoke, had not Claudius, who feared Corbulo more 
than he dreaded the Germans, put a ftopto his conqueilsi 
and ordered him to lead back all the Roman forces over the 
Rhine. As he had taken great pains to reftore the ancient 
difcipline amongft the legions, whom he found utter 
ftrangers to military toils, that they might not relapfeinto 
a habit of idlenefs, he employed them in digging a canal 
three-and-twenty mileslong between theMeufe and theRhine, 
to receive the high tides, and prevent inundations (M). 
The emperor granted Corbulo triumphal ornaments, though 
he would not allow him to profecute the war. He was fuc- 
ceeded by Curtius Rufus, who, though of a mean «* 
traftion, arrived at the confular dignity, commanded armies, 
and died proconful of Africa ^(N). Towards the end of 

the 
I 
f Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. cap. 5—8. « Tacit. Annal. lib.w. 

cap. 20. 

(M) A modern writer takes (N) He was, according to 

this to be the canal known at fome writers, the fon ot a gla- 

prefent by the name of Fliet, diator. He was, fays Tacitus, 

which extends from Sluys on a fervile flatterer of thofe abo^c 

the Meufe to Lcyden on the him, but arrogant tohisiflfe- 

Rhine (<)• riors: he lived to a great age, 

(1) Buch. de Belg. lib. iv. 

arrivrf 
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t!i^ yea^, Auliis PUutius, returning from Britain, was re-^ 
ceived by Claudius with great marks of diftindlion, and ho- 
noured with an ovation, the emperor affifting in that cere- 
mony, and yielding to him the moft hdnourable place K 
He had fubdued the Dobuni, Ancalites, and Trinobantes, 
who inhabited Glouccfterfliire, Oxfordlhire, Middlefex, and 
EiTex : while Fl. Vefpafian his fecond or afleflbr, was em- 
ployed in reducing the maritime places fettled by Belgic 
colonies from the promontory of Kent to the extremity of 
Cornwall. In this expedition he gained thirty battles, made 
himfelf mailer of the Ifle of Wight, and, befides the con* 
4)ueft of Hampfhire, Wiltihire, and Somerfetfliire, fub- 
jc£led the Beigae and Durotriges, two powerful nations, 
who, though colonies from the continent, had ^ddpted the 
manners of the old Britons. P. Oftorius Scapula fucceeded 
Pkutius in the government of Britain, of whom we (hall 
have occaHon to fpeak hereafter (O). 

The following year Aulus Vitellius, afterwards emperor, 
and Lucius Vipfanius Poplicola, being confuls, Claudius, 
in quality of cenfor, created feveral new patrician families, 
moft of thofe which had been raifed to that dignity by Ro- 
mulus, L. Brutus, Julius Caefar, and Auguftus, being ex- 
tina. He likewife fupplied the vacancies in the fenate, in- q^^i^ ^, 
troducing into that body fome ^duans, that is, natives of mittedinf 
Autun in Gaul, and promoting a decree of the fenate, qua- thifinut4* 
lifying fuch of the Gaulifh nobilitv as were Roman citizens, 
to be admitted to the fenatorial dignity. Such fenators as 
were of infamous chara£lers he degraded ; but proceeded 
in this tranfadiion with great lenity, advifing them to refign 
their dignity, that their voluntary abdication might veil the 
mfamy of their expuliion. For thefe regulations, the con- 
ful Vipfanius propofed, that Claudius ftiould be ftyled the 
father of the fenate \ but he modeftly declined that title. 



k Saet. cap. 24. Dio, p. 685, 



arrived at the confulate, ob- a dagger, among thofe who 

tained triumphal ornaments, were paying their rerpe6ts to 

and was in the end proconful of the prince. When put to the 

Africa. This, accordin|; to rack, he confefTed his deiign of 

fome authors, is the Qumtus murdering the emperor; but, 

Curti.us, whofe hiftory of the though cruelly tortured, would 

exploits of Alexander the Great never difcover his accomplices, 

has reached us. nor even the motives, which 

(O) About this time a Ro« had urged him to that at- 

«ian knight, named Cneius No- tempt (i). 
▼ius, was discovered armed with 

(i) Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. cap. 23. 

He 
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He ttien niimbered the citizens, who amounted to tit iiiib 
lions nine hundred thoufand K 

This year Claudius was acquainted ^ith the diforderS of 
bis wife Meflalina. She was the daughter of Valerius Met 
fala Bafbatus, the emperor's couGn^ and of Domitia Lepida, 
the grand-daughter of M, Antony, and Ofkavia, Auguftus's 
filler ; fo that (he was Auguftus^s great-niece as Claudius 
was his great-nephew ^. We have related feveral inftanecs 
of her cruelty, which, however great, fell ihort of her 
monftrous lewdnefs. Her chief favourite was Caius SiliuS) 
the moft comely young man in Rome, with whofe graceful 
perfon Ihe was fo enchanted, that (he obliffcd him td divorcd 
his wife Silana. Sill us was not infenfible of his crime, 
and the fate which threatened him ; but to withftand Mef- 
falina was prefent deftru£lion. He therefore complied with 
her vicious inclination 5 and the cmprefs, far from purfuing 
her amours privately, openly frequented his houfe with a 
numerous train, accompanied him incefTantly abroad, and 
loaded hi]?! with wealth and honours. -After fome timei 
Silius,' apprehenfive of the dangers that hang over bim, 
and judging they were only to be averted by dangerous re* 
medies, toid the emprefs, without difguife, that they were 
gone too far to wait for the prince's death ; that defperatc 
attempts were the only fecurity in glaring guilt \ that he 
had accomplices at hand, and was ready to marry hcfi and 
adopt Germanicus. This propofal, bold beyond all example, 
and almoil all belief, MeUalina applauded ; and a few days 
MeffaGna after, the emperor being gone to Oftia to affift at a facrifice, 
opeap! {he married Silius, with all the ufual folemnities, in the 
face of the fenate, of the equeftrian order, of the whole 
people, and foldiery (P) K 

1 Tacit* Annal. lib. xi. cap. %$. ^ Senec. Lud. in Claud, p. 47(« 
1 Tacit, ibid. cap. s6. Suet. lib. v: cap. x6. Dio, p. 684. 

(P) Tacitus, Suetonius, and what is unqueflionably tm, 

Dio Caflius, who relate this me- and what they had learnt from 

morable incident, being apprif- the living or written teflimooy 

ed how fabulous it would ap- of their fathers. Suetonius tdb 

pear, that the emperor's wife us, that Meffalina induced 

fhould, in his life-time, dare Claudius himfelf to iigo the 

90 efpoufe another hulband, and marriage-contrad^, as ifit were 

celebrate with him, in the face only dilTembled to avert the ca- 

of the city, the nuptial feafts, lamities which certain prodigies 

declare, that, how incredible it portended to hang over hi« 

lixay feem, they only recount hesMi (i). 

(1) Suet.' cap. 19. 

Horror 
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Horrot feized the prince's family, efpecially thofe wlio Theempe^ 
bore the chief fway in it : they dreaded nothing fo much rorhac- 
«3 a revolution which would put an end to their power*, q-^ainted 
but when they recolledled the ftupidity of Claudius, his '^'^Ji^^^ 
blind attachment to his wife, and the many eminent per- ^g^^^l 
fons facrificed to her fury, their own apprehenfions deter- 
red them from acquainting him with his public ignominy. ^ 
Calliftus and Pallas, the reigning favourites, were ftill for 
diflembling the emprefs's enormities, and reftraining her, 
by private men-aces, from keeping company with her adul- 
terer. Narciffus thought the emperor ihould be immedi- 
ately acquainted with the infamous conduft of his wife* 
He prevailed, by gifts and promifes upon Calpurnia and 
Cleopatra, two c.ourtefans in high favour with Claudius, to 
Undertake the difcovery. Calpurnia, while the emperor 
was ftill at Oftia, upon the firft occafion of her being with 
him in private, falling at his feet, cried out, *' Meffalina 
has married Silius i" and at the fame time appealed for the 
truth of this information to Cleopatra, who was prefent, 
and confirmed what flie had faid. Claudius, ftruck with 
amazement, ordered Narciffus into his prefence, who, in- 
treating pardon for having concealed the diforders of his 
wife, told him, -that he was in a ftate of divorce ; that it 
was what all men knew ; that the nuptials had been cele- 
brated in the face of the city 5 and thatMeffalina's new huf- 
band, if effeftual means were not immediately taken, would 
be fovereign of Rome. He then fent for his mofl: trufl:y 
friends, particularly Turranius, who was charged with the 
care of providing the city with corn, and Lufius Geta, com- 
mander of the praetorian guards, who affured him of the 
marriage, and infifted upon his proceeding without delay 
to the camp, that he might, by fecuring the pr«torian co- 
horts, confult his prefervation before his revenge. Claudius 
was fo confounded and difmayed, that he often alked whe- 
ther he was ftill emperor ; whether Silius was yet a pri- 
vate man. 

In the mean time Meffalina indulged herfelf, without the 
leaft apprehenfion, in all manner of diverfions, not imagin- 
ing that any perfon would dare to difclofe her diforders to . 
the emperor, over whom {he had fo powerful a fway. As 
it was then the middle of autumn, fixe exhibited in her houfe 
a reprefentation of the vintage, in which her new huftiand^ 
Silius, perfonated Bacchus, attended by a choir of mock> 
priefts and priefteffes, among whom was Meffalina herfelf, 
with a thyrfus in her hand, and her hair loofe and flowing : 
but, in the midft of their jollity and revels, meffengers un- 
expectedly arrived with tidings, that Claudius was apprifed 

of 
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of all their proceedings} and approached with full ]iurp6fe 
to facrifice them to his vengeance. The company vcmit^ 
diately difperfed in the atmoft cotlilertiation ; MeflTalina re' 
tired to the gardens of Lucullos, and Siiius, who was then 
prcctor, and conful cldft, in order to difiemble his fear, re- 
fumed the offices of the forum. Meflaliha, finding no 
other refource, rcfolved to quit her retirement, and boldly 
meet her hulband, not doubting that (he (hoald be able td 
avert the ftorm, if flic could only obtain a hearing. She 
ordered her Ton Britannicus, and her daughter Odavia, to 
go and embrace their father, to implore his mercy for his 
injured wife : flie befought Vibidia, the oldeft Veftal, of 
whom Claudius entertained a high opinion, to ad the fame 
part She herfelf pafTed through the city on foot, attended 
only by three perfdns, not one fliewing.theleaft feeling for 
her difgrace. When fhc was without the Walls, not being 
able to purfue her journey on foot, and finding no other 
convenience (he was glad to be taken up by a gardener in his 
dung-cart, inwhich^ being entirety forfaken, (he took the 
road to Oftia. 

The emperor was not yet fecovefed fi'om bis frigbt ; but 
ftill incefTantly afking, whether Silius was yet acknowleged 
emperor: he likewife betrayed no fmall apprehenfion of Geia, 
commander of his guards : Narciflus, who entertained the 
fame diftruft, fuggefled to the emperor, that there was no 
other expedient to prcferve him, than the transferring the 
command of his guards upon one of bis freeditien for that 
day only ; and he offered to fake that charge upon himfelf. 
Claudius readily agreed to his propofal ; and Narciffus, now 
commander of the praetorian cohorts, feated hiihfclf in the 
emperor's carriage to prevent L. Vitellius and P. Largw 
Csecina, who were alfo with the emperor, from interced- 
ing in favour of Meffalina Upon the road, Claudius fom^ 
times broke out into bitter inveftives againft Meflalina, at 
other times expreffed compaffion for her, and their com- 
mon children. Vitellius uttered nothing, but '* O heinous! 
Oh the iniquity !" which words might be interpreted equally 
againft Meffalina and her accufers. Narciffus urged him to 
fpeak plain 5 but Vitellius ftill anfwered indireSly, and in 
terms that might be differently conftrued : his examplewas 
followed by Largus Caecina. 

As they approached the city, Meffalina nnexpefiedlf ap- 
peared in the road, crying aloud, and befeeching Qaudius, 
with many tears, to nave fome regard to the mother of 
0£lavia and Britannicus. Narciffus no fooner faw her, 
than, to drown her cries, he began to exclaim with grwt 
vehemence againft the impudent and bold conduflofpi- 



liilft, and the abomlaations of MeiTatina ; tmA^ to divert iha 
princa Uom freing her, delivered to hiisi a writing* con* 
tjijning a detail of her proftitutions. As the emperor was 
eiiteriiig Rome, fomj^ attempted to prefent to him his chiU 
dren by her % but Narciflus ordered them to be taken awajr ; 
he coold not, however, remove Vibidia, who ftrenuouflf 
infifted, that the emperor^a wife (bQuld not be condemned 
^ihottt being heard \ fo that Narciflus was obliged to afiure 
bef, that Mdflliliiia would have ever)r opportunity of clear* 
ing herfelf. He then advifed the Veidal to withdraw, and 
attend .the facred fundions of her office. Claudius fpoke 
not a v^ordi and ViteUius pretended to be amazed \ fo thai 
Narcifius directed aU things. By his comm^nd^ the houfo 
of the adulterer was opetiedj and the emperor carried thith^n 

As he entered the porch, Narctffus pointed out the ftatue He is in* 
mt Siiius the fa(her» though the fenate had, by a decree^ cwm/ied 
ordered k to broken. In the houfe he ihewed him the ^g^^/^i^ 
rich furniture of the imperial palace, the monuments of his ^ * 
wi&'s proftittttion and his own difgrace. Having thut ^ ^ 

^wrought him up to fury and revenge^ he led him without 
^iay to the camp, where he made a fhort fpeech t9 thd 
iffldiery, who, with One voice, demanded that the criminats 
mi^ be immediately put to death. Siiius, and feveral Siihs anA 
etherS| whom Narciffus had arretted, were brought before ^'^1^'^ 
the Impewl tribunal ; and being convified as accomplice4i ^^/''^2[' 
^ Me(Iatina*s proftitutions, were all dragged to execution. * 
Siiius, without, offering any thing in his defence, only 
begged they would diibatch him foon. Mnefter, the player^ 
ivho had been likewife one of Mefialina*s gallants, createa 
4bme he(itation« He tore off his garments^ and defired the 
«mperor to behold the marks of the ftripes he had enduredi 
before he could be brought to comply with Mefililina's tm^ 
f upe felicitations : he reaunded him at the fame time of hts 
ewn commands, obliging him to gratifv Meflalina without 
refcrve ( Q) ; adding* that others had been tempted to of- 

fcn4 

( Q^) Meflalina, finding (he would fooner or later proti0 f«« 

eould neither by threats dc^ tal to him, if he granted Mef^ 

IMTOiDiies induce Mneiier to com* falina's requeftf wr her abor 

ply with her repeated foUcita- n^ioi^tions were now Tq puU^, 

f ioosy had at length recoutfe to that he laag^iied Clau4iiK| QOulj 

i^ripes, and cavded him to b^ not be mu<;^ kngpr .unfi^pf iiftd 

inhumanly fcQurged ; but to no of thei^. The Uwd pvo(Utute» 

effed, Mnefter dreading to in- determuaie4 .¥P1^ fatiti^ipg 7$ 

cur the difpleafur^ of the em><- all events the palfion (he had 

jperor, which, be apprehended^ eonic^ivcd for the player ; 
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fend by great prefents* or mighty promifes ; but bis oficnce 
was entirely owing to compuluon. Thefe confiderations 
inclined Claudius to mercy ; but his freedmen difluading 
him from faring a player, after having facrificed fo niaay 
illuftrious citizens, Mneiler was condemned and executed 
with Traulus Montanus, a young knight of extraordinary 
modeily and a graceful perfon, whom Meffalina had forced 
to pafs only one night with her, and afterwards caft off, her 
paOion being, as Tacitus obfervesy with equal wantonnefs 
- inflamed and furfeited ". 
CUwdius When thefc executions were over, Claudius returned to 

fttmi /« rt' ^ijg palace, where he paiTed the greateft part of the night in 
*'* feafling and revelling with his freedmen. Being warm with 

wine (for he ufually drank very plentifully), he ordered 
one of his attendants to go and acquaint the unhappy wo- 
man to attend the next day, and plead her caufe. She was 
' then in the gardens of Lucullus, whither {be had retired^ 
finding (he could have no accefs to Claudius ; and was cm* 
ployed in compofing a memorial, which die defigned to 
prefent to the prince, not without hopes of exciting bis 
Karctffus compaflion. but Narciflus, alarmed at the meflage, and 
^'^'!!!' ^*^ obfcrving that the emperor's refentment vifibly abated, and 
his ufual aflFeftion began to return, ran haftily out, anddi- 
re£led the tribune and centurions, then upon duty, todif- 
patch Mcffhlina, for fuch was the emperor's exprefs com- 
mand. With them he fent one Evodus, a freedman, in 
whom he could confide, to fee bis orders ftridly fulfilinl; 
for he apprehended, and indeed nqt without reafon, fiiicc 
Claudius began to relent, that the puniihment, which he 
had procured for MeflTalina, would, if (he lived to the next 
day, fall upon his own head. . Evodus flew in a moment to 
the gardens, where he found her ftretchcd upon the ground, 
and her mother Lepida fitting by her. He iromediatcJf 
acquainted her with the fentence, and, at the fame tirne^ 

• ■ Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. »6^36. Dio, p. 684. Suet. ap»9' 
Senec. Lud. in Claud. 

•* What if the emperor himfelf who, fhe faid, had tmroanncrly 

(fatd (he), (hould command you refofed her a fmall favour. 

to gratify me in what I re- Claudius immediately fent lot 

quire?" ** I (hould, without Mnefter, reprimanded him with 

hefitation (replied Mnefter), great fevcrity, and commanded 

obey tb^emperor's commands." him to gratify his wife without 

Meflulina flew to the enripcrorj rcfervc (i). 
mid complained of the player, 

.....: i (i}bio, liMx. ,,1 
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ftviled tier with all the brutal ihveftivcs of a flave. Htf 
mother encouraged her not to wait the blow of the execu*- 
tioner j but, fincc flic cOuld not prolong her life, to die with 
renown- Thus eichorted, flie feized a polghard which flie 
aimed^ With a trembling hand, firft at her throat, and then 
at her breaft % but had hot courage enough to ftrike. The 
tribune> therefore, who flood before her, without once 
opening his mouth, obferving bet timidity and irrefolution, 
delivered her from all anxiety and fears, by running her Her dmth, 
through with his fword. She was, of all women recorded 
in .hiftory, if not the moft lewd^ the moft amazingly bold 
in the purfuit of her lewdnefs •*. 

Claudius was ftill at table wheti intelligence was brought The /f apt" 
him that Meflalina was dead; but without any pafticu- dityof' 
Jars, whether flie had fufFered by her own, or by the ex* ^'«**''*'* 
ecutioner's hand. Neither did he make any enquiries; but, 
calling for a bowl of wine, continued the banquet with his 
•ufual gaiety, without betraying, cither then or in the foU , 
lowing days, any fymptoms of hatred^ joy, anger, forrow, 
or any other human paflion or afFeftion, though he beheld 
the enemies of his wife triumphing over her death, and his 
children bewailing with many tears the unhappy fate of 
-their mother ®. 

Upon the death of Meflalina, Claudius publicly declared, 
>that, fincc he had been fo unfortunate in his marriages, he 
vrould live a fingle life for the future 5 and he gave every 
Roman leave to put him to de^th, if he continued not in 
that refolution. Notwithftanding thefe proteftations, foon CtauJUis 
foi^etting what he had faid, he declared his intention of ^'fi^"^'* ^ 
marrying. At this declaration, great ftrife and emulation ^^"2^. 
arofe among the imperial freedmen, which of them fliould 
procure a wife for one who had been ever governed by his 
wives. CalJiftus propofed to him Lollia Paulina, daughter 
to M. Lollius, a cohfular. Pallas recommended Julia 
Agrippina, the daughter of Germanicus ; and Narciflus em* 
ployed all his intereft in behalf of iElia Fetina, whom he 
had divorced before upon a trivial occafion. Claudius him* 
ielf inclined fometimes to one, fometimes to another, al- 
ways fwayed by his laft advifer. Being thus undetermined 
and perplexed, he at length aflcmbled his counfellors, or- 
dering them to declare^ and defend in his prefence, theit 
different opinions. Claudius heard them all with great at- andprefen 
tention 5 but was moft afiefted with the arguments of Pal- his niece 

las, enforced by the carefles and allurements of Agrippina> -^i^^^P- 

ptteet% 

" Tacit. AflD. lib. xi. cap. 37. Dio Valcf. p. 677. • Dio, 

ibid. : ; . 
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who* under criotur of ceaCmgiiitiity^ w»s alfidiioiis in kw 
yifits to her ubcU (R}< 

Chudios no fimier cxprefied hi^ nH^i«kaUf>a to t^s^ 
ker, than ihc began to cxercife the power aad auth0rit]r9( 
^ wife* Her fir^ pmrpofe wm te coacert a msitfli bctitei 
her fon Dowititiui gi^ OiXvnz^ the emjperof^ didigteri 
but OStvn^ had been bj her father betrp^d to iueiwSif 
lanos, a youib pf great ^ualkjs and no left fadevodte 

l^clm Si' efteemed by CtaQdius. However^ aa the weak priaceM 
'fLui ^^ ']^^V^^^ n®' choke, bo avorfioii iior afieAioii) bat ft* 

KUkt. as were infpired by others, ViteHiiMi {orefieeing mtevbofe 

^' hands the fovereignty was haftenllig> in order to parcbafc 

the favour of Agripptna, began to de?ife crimes i^initfii- 
lanus. That young nobleman had a fifter, by name Jvna 
Silanas a lady of extraordinary beamty and no k& i^\ 
and hence VkelluS) then cenfof, formed «n acctg^adiB) 
wreiUng to a charge of inceft the mvtua) a0e£Hoii of bo^ 
ther and filler \ an a£s£kion no way crimbiali but fino^ 
what too free and Hi^uarded^ fbt while Jonta waibjoibDn 
llyled VeniiS) on account of her boiHxly* Siianw ch^tt 
call her Juno, who was both ftfter and wife to Jafiter. Of 
thi» ctrcumftance the infamot^ fy^pbant ViteUius xf^ 
himfelf) and, having firft prejudiced the undifcemmgeB' 
^eror againft the innocent yoiil4^, quite ttnappiifed of any 
plots againft him, he foon after, isn quality of cokfor, k^ 

traded biai from the rank of 9 fipnatot, thoogh the fentf 
ad been already re? iewed» »nd the Rvmber of fenatofsfe^ 
a long time before \ and obliged him, by an edift, to t* 
nounce bis prartorihip} tlKwiigh if ^at ot coiirie » cffliK 
the next day ^ conifrring it for ih^II day upoa EpriusMS^ 

(R) ThW princefs, fo famous nefi. and wa« on that accoBPt 

in hiftory for her. ambition and baniihed by her brother Ol'* 

ttiisfortuncsjwas the daughter of guli^. Claudius recalled hoj 

Oermanicus and Agrippma the when fhc married to her fccow 

elder, whofe courage and chaif- buftand Crifpus Paicnuf, «* 

tity we have often had occafioa of anfUuibiout family, aadion 

10 celebrate. Tiberiui married lafter muokred him, toeojff 

her, in the foiirteenth year of »hc rich inheritanceto vkicHjrt 

his reign, to Co. Domitius A- had named her in hiswifi. *« 

henobarbus, by whom (he had was ia high favour with CbO' 

a fon named L, Domitius A he- dius, even in Meflalioa'*a»^» 

hobarbus, who fucceeded Clau- and tbecefore WQul4 haw ^ 

dius, and is known by the namq facrlficedj^ as well aj l»er joW 

- of Kcro. Upon the death of Julia, to her jeabufy, hwJ»^ 

^ her htifliand, flw ^abandoned thecmprefs b^endiveftediroo 

herfelf to all manner of lewd- it bv dther purfuit? (2)* 
' (2) Suet, in Ncr, dap. i, 6, 7. Tacit. Ann. lib. ir» cap. \h !»• 



J 



The ^^mtm ifi/lmjf^ if jy 

csHttt* Sihoiis being dius narked whh iafamj^ Cfauidius 
lirk>lpe off the match •hefc^cftn him and OtE^anria p. 

The weau confak woie CL Pompcms Jjongtaus GflUus^and 
<^ Veraaius Ntpau Though ClaiMUiit dad Agrippina 
lived imblicif together^ yet Aty durft not leelehrate their 
4isptiil% iberc beit^ no. cuftance atfuDng the EUnnaat of a 
ansimage hetween an nhcho smd t niece i hut thtt fcruple ^^fi^tit^ 
'W3BS jvemenredhy Vj^dlius^-who having firftprernied, with- fjlf^^ 
4»iit noob troabte, apon Oaudiwi* to promi^s that he woald cSudiuj^ 
iidlmit to die aatlrarity«f the fenate^ and the unanimous marriagg 
ice t)f the peofde, ealilf |>etfiiaded both orders to apprvw "with a- 
the Jttarttiage ; feme of the fenatofs declaring^ that, if gripp"^^ 
^jte eonperor delayed nHiteh Joiiger, they IvooU compel faial« 
Clatndiua then yielded ; but nevcrtfaelefs did not celebrate 
the <inMnis(, till the Attatte paflfed a decree, declaring mar- 
tiages between andc^ aol their brothers 'daogblers for ever 

The dsiy sdider the dpdoree was pubKihed, Cbudlve cek- ^fif ^h 
%ratad his nnpdals with the utbal fokeouB^ ; and, on the ^ ^^<^ 
.£«e timjf SBatoue Sew hinfelf, whether by ebetce or con- ^'^'^ 
.ftnMty is oncertain. His After Jania ^(ras »baniflied Italy; 
•and to her fentence Claiidius added an oider to the poM- 
-ciffsy enjoining tbeaito offsf exf latoryfacntfiees in cbe gro«ce 
of Diana; a fource of mockery to all m^n, fays Tacitus, 
^hat penaldes and luftrattom ihouM be appointed for pre- 
tended inoell, while cealinceft wasef^^ihed by law «(6). 

Not 

? Tacit. Anns], lib. icu. ckp« 4. Dio, p. 677. Sueton. cap. i^« 
1[ Tacit. !it3u Xii. cap. g. Senetl Lad. ia ClaUd. 

(6) t'rotti this time the t^ foreign princes ind ambafla- 

ilttuitied a di'Setettt face, all met! dors; and even accompanied 

'tamely obeying a wotnan, who him in the courts of juftice, 

did not, like Meftafina, tender Which, to the Romans, was at- 

the Roman ftate fubfibifieat on- together aftonifhing (3). To 

ly t6 her wanton and lewd fignalize the beginning, we may » 

amours, but to her nrikiiabfe fay, of her reign, with fomc 

avarice, unbounded aimbition, plauRble action, .ihe prevailed 

and ujipapralleled cruelty. She upon Claudius, not only to rd- 

gbverned <he "ptople, and the catl from exile, but to honour 

• femjperot himfelf, without con- with the praetorfhip, L. Annaut 

tfbl; Appeared With him in ^neca, a man greatly ellecmed 

the fenate.; placed herfclfbv on account of his eloquence 

'him on the fame tribunal in all and accompli(hments. But in 

public ceremonies ; gave, to- this meafure (he had alfo her 

jfcthei' with him, audience tb private views, which were, the 

{l) Tacit, Aonal, lib. «ii« cap. 8. Dio,p. 687, 
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Not tong after, Agrippina, < puifuing her amUdoos dc* 

figns, gained* by hrge promifes, Memmius PoUio, confol 

cled, to .move the tenate, that they would unanimouily 

hefecch Claudius to betroth Odavia to Domitius. To this 

motion, which was a great ftep to the fovereignty, the fathers 

readily agreed ; and Ciaudias, not apprifed of his vife'safr 

oamvia piring views, with the fame readinefs confented. Thus 

^r9/A/(/f« ^,35, Domitius, by the efforts and devices of hb mother, 

mmiftm. raifcd almoft to an equality with Britannicus. Agrippina, 

no lefs implacable in her hatred than ambitious in her 

views, being enraged at Lollia Paulina, for having afpired 

\to the emperor^s bed, framed crimes againft ber, ss^ 

fuborned an accufer, who charged her with confuking the 

•magicians and Chaldssans about the match. ClaudiuS) 

without examination, reprefented her fuppofed guilt 10 the 

fenatCt and required that her eftate migbt.be coofifcated, 

and herfelf baniflied Italy ' : but Agrippina, not fatisficd 

with this punifbmdnt, fent privately a tribune, with orders 

JsBidFuU' to cut oflr her head, and bring it to hcr% The tribune ohcf 

^«/»i/9 cd ; and Agrippina is faid to have, with her own bafldsi 

* • ;opcned the mouth of the dcteafed, that from her teeth, 

which had fome thing very fingulap in their conftru^ofii 

ihe plight he afiuioed it was h^r ucad * (T), Calpuioia, an- 

r Tacit. Ann* lib, %\u c^p, %%^ » Dio, p. W, 

education of her fon Domitius her pretended guilt to theft- 

under fuch a mader, and the nate, touched upon her ooble 

ufe of his cpqnfeb in the pur- def^ent, telling tjie fenators, 

fuit of her ambitious defigns ; that, by her mothpr, fhc w* 

for (he did not doubt that Sc- niece to Lucius Volufius ; that 

neca would, from gratitude, Cotta Meflalinus w?s hergrwt 

continue faithfully ?ittjiched to upclej that fl^e herfelf was 00^ 

her, and ipaintain ^n irrecon- the wife of Memmius ReguIiB* 

cileafele hatred to Claudius, by J^c. but of her marriage vitb 

whom he ha'd beetl banished ; Caligul^ he fajd nothing. H* 

and, indeed, his hatred appears added, that (he pqrfqed pcrni' 

plainly in his writings, cious defigns, apd rouft be di* 

(T) Lpllia Paulipa w%s firft veiled or the means and oji- 

married to Memmius Regulu?, portunitie? of putting, them m 

foverncrofpreece Jind Mace- execution, Upon this, her im- 

on, from whoin (he was forced menfe wealth was confifcatcd, 

by Caligula, who took hpr to and only ^bout thirty thoufand 

himfelf, She was grand-^augh- pounds of our money left hff. 

ter to M. Lollius, appointed by Tacitus tells qs, that the tn- 

AuguftusgovernortpCaiusCae- bune difpatched by Agrippin* 

far, when he was fent into the had order? to compel her tolajr 

jg^ft, Qlaudius, in reprefenting violent hands on herfelf (')• 

(»J TflcU. Annal. }ib, ;^ii. ^p. %%^ 
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^the^ woman of great di(lin£lion, was like wife devoted to 
ruin» becsiufe the prince h^d praifed ber beauty \ but as this 
tvas from no pailion to her perfon, but only in occafional 
difcourfe^ her life was fpared. This year, to the fenators 
of Narbonne Gaul was granted the fame privilege with ihofe 
of Sicily, of vifiting their eftates without alking leave of 
the princes The fame year th^ countries of Iturea and Ju- 
daea were» upon the death of their kings, Sohemus and 
^grippal annexed to the government of Syria. About the Rome en^ 
end of the year, Claudius extended the circumference of W^. 
Rome, inclofing, according to Onuphrius S Mount Aventine. 

The following year, C. Antiftius Vetus and M. Suilius Domit'tus 
Nervilianos being* confuls, the freedman Pallas, who had ^'^^-^^^^^ 
conduced the late marriage of Agrippina, and was now toBriilu^ 
engaged in a criminal correfpohdence with her, and thence nicui* 
-wholly addi£^ed to her interefl:, perfuaded Claudius to adopt, 
in preference to his own fon, Domitius, becaufe he was 
three years older than Britannicus. From this time Domi- 
tius was named Nero Claudius Cxfar Drufus Gerraanicus. 
This adoption was. applauded by the fenate, and a decree 
pafled confirming it, and conferring upon Agiippina the 
fublime title of Augufta. However, there was no Roman 7ke h^rd. 
fo void of compaflion, as not to be aifefted with the fevere ^r^^(«**»^ 
lot of the unfortunate Britannicus, whom Agrippina, un- ^^^7/*"' 
der colour of tendernefs, kept locked up in a nurfery, 
though now nine years old. By degrees (he removed from' 
his perfon his former attendants, and even caufed fome of 
them to be put to death ; among the reft, his preceptor So- 
fibius ; placing in their room perfons who were entirely at 
her devotion. She never would allow him to appear abroad, 
nof even to Tee his father, pretending that he was difor- 
dercd in his fenfes, and troubled with the falling ficknefs. 
Not long after the adoption of Nero, Britannicus having fa^ 
luted him, as he ufed to do, by the name of Ahenobarbus, 
Nero refented it fo warmly, that he endeavoured to per- 
•fuade the emperor that he was a fuppofititious child. 

This year Agrippina, to difplay her power in foreign 
countries, procured a colony of veterans to be fcnt to the 
capital of the Ubii, a town where (he had been born, and 
which (he called by her own namd Colonia Agrippinenfis. Cchnia 
This city is now known by the name of Cologne ". About '^irtppi* 
the fame time the Catti made incurfions into the Roman ""'-^^* 
territories; but were repulfed with great flaughter, by Pom- 
poniusSecundus, commander of the legions in Upper Ger- 

t Onupb. in Faft. p. loi. « Tacit. Ann. lib* xii. cap. i$. 

f upt. i» Ner. cap. 7, Dio, p. 667. 

F f 4 ' many. 
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• ifi&Af, ikhti o<t tbit iittz&wi^ Mlcttfiid from tondigefeitt 

Rotiidtts^ who had cotitkiued fl«te6 ever fiaee ^ licte 

of Vnrus, and his l^iond (U). 

Yr. of Fl. Xh« foltewittg yeatj Claudius being xht filtti tittcs Wfr. 

A *D^*» '"^ ^** Sertius CorftcHu^ Orfltoi ( W)» Nero, tbcwgh M 

u. c. Soo. J^ fourteen, wab preftnt^ with the manl^ Mbci ti^k 

^—1 1 Qualified him for honours ttA tWkftojmttit^. At the ftfli^ 

Ntro f0kts time the fenate, with the c^nctirrenee of Clftadius^ d^et^ed, 

tktjumj^ that in his twentieth y^ar h^ fliould difchsir^ ihe cottfal^ 

^*^* Aip, and in the mean time ht kivefted wfab protoftfulw 

authority out of Eome, and ftyled prince of the tlMiM^ 

youth. Giaudiu^ alfo beftowed> ta Nero's Mme^ a higeft 

upon the fokiiery, and another upon the p^te) ftftd, t^ 

draw the eyes and affefiioni of the peopte upM hiiA, mf* 

ed him to appear at the Circenfian games, which were Aeti 

Iblemnized, in a triumphal robe, the mark Md oitilttwM 

of the imperial ftate, while BritannicUd Wfts tarried aboBt 

rht friends hi hid pr»iexUi, the ufual habit of chiklr^fi. Some of tiie 

tkusVg^' tribunes and centurions coukl not help pitying the initeppf 

m^ved youth : but they were all, under rarioua pi^Mna^, ft* 

frpmtht moved from the palaci; : even fu<;h of thi$ Voiing pitmtl 

fdati^ freedmen as were found inviolably attached to his J^fin 

and intereft, wtre partly difcharged, and par^y put to dejitb} 

(IT) His yigilaiite and gat- £ido, his own fifber's fo&s p»^« 

Uim cohdttdk tl^med to the fe« ed his kingdom bemrseatfaeof 

Uftte worthy of triumphal orna«> and ever contimicd iivthliilb) 

ments, which wert decreed him the Romans (a) » 
accordingly; but he did not de- (W) Claudius held this bis 

rive ib much glory from them^ laft confulihip fix racfnthif})* 

as from hi) elegant poeras» Onuphrius adda to Us col* 

which are greatly extolled by lrtigue*8 other names that of 

the heft judges of antiquity (i). Scipio (4) ; and the Dther Or* 

It waft at this time too that Van- iiti fcem to have been of theft* 

nius, whom Drufus the fon of mily of the Sctpios <f). C« 

Tiberius had thirty years before lllinucius^ or MiAlciii^ Y^ 

created king of the Sueviand, nu^ and C* VertefiiuB^^ 

was driven out by the Hermun* ms, were fubfliiuttd in ^^^ 

durians and Lilians. Claudius^ conf\i)ihip to Clftudius imi ^ 

though he had deelined engag- fitus (6). Vef^afidfi) wliovai 

infifi a quarrel among the Bar- afterwards emperor, was cofl* 

barisBs, yet granted a fafe re- fulfer the two lafl months ot 

fuge to the depofed king, and this year, as we read ia Su8« 

landf io Pannonia both to him tonius (7), 
and his followers^ Vangio and 

(i) Tacit, taral. lib. xii, cap. aS. {%) Ibid. cap-*?. 

1%) Suet. cap. 4. (4) Onuph. in Fatt. C5) Gral.p.*X' 

0) Onuph. ibid* (7) Sun. in l^i)^. ?»p* ^. 



t$ if ihttf had iftfptfed dieit pfttron tdtb hutred md fmuk^ 
don agaisft NtfVf ^Rrhieh migbi in ibe «fid be prWu&ive b( 
Miril W«tb. UpOil ibeir remdval, firitaanteus wag €9mmttte4 
to the government of others, di^en by his motber<iiR-'ki<ri» ' 
The oeitt iftep ^iTbich Agfippina took «x}Ward« tbe accom- 
pUfiitetat<0f h^lTfrtat defigH* wa« the rettioving of Lufiuy 
Gdta iind RtnJFttf Crifpintis from tbe cMiiaiand of the prai* 
torian cohorts. She imagined them attached to the mt^ 
jtmnrj of Mtfalmay aitd thence zeakmfly d<veted to her 
children* She therefore rtpttfemced to the einperor^ tfaatf 
b}r the <a)Mls Md eHittlatton <A twb c<mifiian(kf s, tbe guards 
^^ttc rem ilito faAions i. wbereasi by the authority of cttc^ 
tbty^ w4«ld be more etfily kept Co their dutf v 

la eonfi^qteace of diii infiftttatmij Claiidiuli ^thoot i^^tiia* 
fiitther enquiry, transferred the cenutiiind of the pneOOHan ^{^^y 
baisds on fiurrbus Afranius, whom (he re€dmmended» an ^g^^^^igr 
officer highly efteembd b^ the foldieryi bttt well apprised ofthepr^ 
to whofn he owed his prdFiprmeut. A^rippiiia now began io^^Um 
to aiflume a mdre haughty deportmfent tkaU ever^ flie en^ fMr^« 
tercd the Capttoi In a chariot, a diAiii^on gtaottd to nlM»e 
but prieftsk This arfOgatide, however^ heigbtesed the re- 
yereOce t>f tbe peo^Je towards one. who was the <ift«gbtar 
iwd mother of a Cxfar^ fifttr to the late emperor, and wife 
to tbe prefent. But in tbe tnean tiifcie hetr^chief ehampion^ 
iL. VitelUiis^ waS| by a fenator, named Iwaiul Lupus, ac«- 
cufed of high tt^scfon ( and ClaodiuiS) eiKer timoroiiS) would 
have attended t^ the ch^e» bad not Agrippina, by menaces 
rather than intreatiesi turned bit refencment againft the ao- 
citfer, who was bantihied «:. Tb£s yeac a greatfamitie raged ^ famm 
in Romo. The popolaoe> tiot conlkiing thek ooffi]Jaints ^' ^**'' 
to hottfes and corners, gathered m tamiiltttotts crowds 
round the prinon* while he was poUidy aAniniftering juf- 
tice, and ^ove^ htm to tbe extremity of the foruih ( info* 
much that, with the utmoft diftculty, he efeaped their vio*» 
)ence^ his. gvards opening him a way tbroujgh tbe outrage-* 
oils tnukitudc (X). However, inftead Of tefenting thift 
treatnient, he took fuch effe£tual care to have the city fupi. 
^ied with com<| that in kfs thaa fifteen days no one bad 
oecafion to complain, that Winter happening to prove ex«- 
^eding mild and favourable* That the cit||r might «€|; 

V Tac]«« Ana. liV. xii, cap. 4«f 4^; 

(X) Suetonius tells us, that ed with fcratki of brtadv thdt 

he was Yiot only n^viled with be narrowly efcaped beioeg; kilb* 

opprobrious language by the ed (!}.» 
4mnfei pc^ulace^.but fo pek- 

(lO Suetom cap% y|i 

again 
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again be redaced to fach diftrefs, be gave all poffiUe eii« 
couragement to merchants, granted ample privileges to fiich 
. as built trading veflelsi and took upon himfielf to rdmbarfe 
' all the lofles they (hould fufier. 
' In the courfe of this year, the tenth of Claudius's reign, 
the proprxtor, P. Oftorius Scapula, landing in Britnn, 
gained great advantages there over the natives of thit 
ifland. 

After the departure of Plautius, the war had, in all pro- 
bability! been managed by the legates of the legions, for 
two years, at the expiration of which P. Oftorius Scapula 
Ihrwgrtfs tf arrived. . This a£tive general immediately took the neki, 
^i*[^ . and defeated the Britons in feveral encounters. He cfta- 
I'SS*.** Wiflied a Roman colony at Camulodunum ; and London be- 
ing fettled about this period, the country between the 
. Thames and the fea was reduced into a province, under 
the name of Britannia Prima* In order to defend this pro* 
vince, he raifed a chain of forts along the river NeOt in 
Northamptonfliire, and the banks of the Severn. This 
defign being difagreeable to the Iceni, they formed a coa- 
federacy, and took arm^ againft the Romans, but were de- 
feated by the propraetor. He allowed Coyrdunus, fovercigfl 
of the Dabuni, to keep his principality m the counties of 
Gloucefler and Oxford, with a view to foment diflcDJioBS 
among the Britons. He ravaged the country of the Cangei 
in Shropfliire, and penetrated almoft to the fea-coaft io 
Denbighfliire, when he was recalled to quell a revolt of the 
Brigantes, in Yorkfliire. He had fcarce appeafcd thisdiro j 
turbance, ivhen he was obliged to march againft the ind^ | 
fatigable CaraAacus, who, at the head of a numeroas armf) 
continued to harafs his detachments. He now paffed tbe 
river Teme, which divides Herefordihire from Sbropibift) 
and took pofleffion of an advantageous poft> upon a deep 
mountain^ waflied by a deep and rapid ftrcam. When Of* 
torius advanced, and viewed the nature of their fituadoo, 
he began to think it would be impradicable to attack tbem 
vrith any profpe£l of fucceis : but the troops called alond 
for the fignal of battle ;. ^nd he was unwilling to ched; 
their ardour. Caradacug had drawn up his army» confiS" 
ing of different tribes, commanded by their refpediv* j 
chiefs, and he paifed from rank to rank in perfon, exhort- 
ing them to exert their utmoft courage, in as much as their 
liberty depended on the fortune of the day. To theft re- 
tnonftrances they replied with loud (houts and acclama' 
tions, which ferved only to inflame the cagcrnefs of the at 
failants. The Romans paffed the river without ipucfe op* 
ppfition } bwt, in afcending the hill, were received with a 

terrible 
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terriUe difcharge of javelins and (lon^S) which did gteat 
execution. Nevcrthelefs, they forced the entrenchments 
of the Britons, and, after a defperate refiftance, routed 
them with great flaughter, no twith (landing all the efforts of 
Cara&acus, who 'exerted himfelf with great valour and 
perfeverance. His wife, ' daughters, and brothers, fell into 
the hand's of the enemy. He himfelf fled for refuge to 
Cartefmandua, queen of the Brigantes, who treacheroiifly Caraffacn 
jdelivered him up to the Roman general, whofc refentment 'f*''* ^^ 
-flie was afraid to incur. Thus was the gallant Caraftacus ^Q^g^^ 
tetraycd, after he had commanded the confederate Britons 
for oine, years, during which he had performed a feries of 
i'uch exploits, in maintaining the liberty and independency 
of hia' country, as rendered him equally formidable and 
irevere'd at Rome. He was forthwith conveyed to that city, 
-where Claudius refolved to exhibit him in public, as a .^ 

fpecbacle to the people* Accordingly, on the day appoint- 
ed for this ceremony, the emperor appeared on his tribunal, 
and Agrippina fat near him, enthroned under a canopy, 
.while the prsetorian cohorts were ranged under arms along 
the plain. The proceffion began with the vafTals and do- 
mefiics of the Britifli king : then followed his wife, bro- 
ilers, a^nd daughters, imploring mercy with the mod pi- 
teous lamentations : kft of all came GaraAacus, with a 
-noble mien, that betrayed neither fear nor perplexity. Ad- 
dreffing himfelf to Claudius, he is faid to have ipbke to 
this cffcft. ** Had my moderation been equal to my birth ///j a^^ 
and fortune, I fhould have appeared this day, not a cap- toClandium 
tivei but an ally J nor wouldft thou have difdained the al- 
liance of a prince like me, defcended from illuftrious pro- 
genitors, and veiled with the fupreme authority over many 
warlike nation?. My prefent fate redounds as much to thy 
honour as to my difgrace : I was in poiTeflion of vafTals, 
horfes, arms, and wealth ; what wonder, then, I was un- ^ 
willing to lofe them ? Though you are ambitious of uni- 
verfal fway, it does not follow that all men ought to fub- 
0iit tamely to your dominion. Had I furrendered myfelf 
in the beginning of the conteft, neither my misfortune, nor 
thy glory, would have attrafted the attention of the world ; 
and my fate would have been buried in oblivion 2 but, if 
thou wilt fpare my life, 1 fliall be an eternal monument of 
thy clemency." Claudius was, or affeded to be, moved 
with compaffion, and pardoned the prifoners on the fpot. 
When they were unchained, the firft ufe they made of 
their freedom, was to go and proftrate themfelves befote 
the emprefs, who was fuppofed to have interceded with 
Qapdi^s in tb^ir behalf. The fenatc e^^toUed this vi£lory 



0Ter CanfiboQi with the w^k Uihtat w M k A ta t ^ ttA de« 

creed the honoun of a triiuatih to Oftoriw^ wbofe goad 

fortune feemed to fi>r£&ke him ia the Ic^eL The SAuii 

tDbabitififf Uerefordihire and Soi»th WaJts^ the inoft wif« 

like of aU the britons, being tJtafperated at the capUtrky of 

their prince Catafkacne* becaifte ttofe dtring, and ttn, 

defpentte in theii hoftilkie«. They gained feteml advaa* 

taees over the Romans, and dividing the (poits widitbe 

Heichbouring nations, engaged thenl to |oin in a powerfd 

comederacy, for the deieace of their coiHHmin liberty« Oft^ 

rius was fo diagrined to fee the war which be thdinbt lit 

had tcrroinatedf break out«igain with frefli fary, dnthe 

was taken ill, and died of feaaCiein. After hsa deadly tkt 

6f9nm Silur^ defeat a legioni comaMAded by Manliin Vd«: 

H^'/l^ hat Didius, being fent a^ facceflbr to Oftorias, efaecbi 

g y^ ' their progrefs, and fecored the Rirnian pronrhice fr^m tlieir 

IncuruoDS. Mean while a civii war broke out amon^ ibe 

Brkantes. Their queen CartififnuoAua qoarrctting win lier 

liu^and Venufius, endeavoured to depofe hnn in £ivoar rf 

VeUocatus, who was her generaL Hence the mtioa ins 

divided into two fadlionsy and that of Venafius bekig tht 

moft powerful) Cartifmundna had recOttriit to the pracsftkA 

of the Romans, which Ihe had camed by betfayfaaf Om* 

tatus into their hands. Didius aotordinghr nnurcbel tokr 

relief, and faved her fi^aa fUia ^ hot in to doingi he €r 

tailed a troublefome war npoa €he empire ; the partiadift 

of which wc (hall mditioii in the mgil (rf* Nero \ 

The following year, FaaOus Syfla* and Salvios Odioli- 

tfanus being confttl6» the fenate pafled a ngoroin decree fff 

expelling the aftrolcgera oikt of Italy \ wfaichy hdwe««S 

jl iittf wa$ never put in execution. Another decree ws& M 

mgrn^^ ^atnft women of rank who ttiarned fla^ras^ ardaimiff 

^Wdr. ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ debafed berfelf without the eenfert of 

^dJUtms. "^^ mailer of the i)ave» (bo«M herfdf he reduced to a ibie 

of flavery \ bat where he eonfetited,. flie ftottld be heU 

ibr a Have manumitted (T). This year Ciaudias fioiiM) 

It 

> Taek. Aan> Ub. «>k eHfK 4«« !<). 1%ft. A. tii. eap. 45* 

(T) Chiudius declared in the added, that public tiaah 

feni^» that NHsA was the de- fhould be returned him, ^ 

vifef of this fcheme; where- deigtiing, tlwugh dcfccndfli 

aipm Btf^as Sorantrs, cotifvl frotti the stncicnt kings of Af»- 

tkftt moved^ thtfi he ttijght be dia, to be reckoned among tbe 

lewarded wid^ the omannents of etiipere^s frthiiflers, and deai- 

^rjfetor, and a prefent of about eating ifhii his'imcicDt n(iM% 

a hundred thou(«ind pouads of tothefervke^fdielfife* "^ 

ourasonej, Coruelius Scipio hauriify Aave accepari^^' 

immenti 
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at a» immeniis charge, die aqctedaft wUck Caligula k»d Ckudius'$ 
begun fourteen years bcfpte } aiid ccvfiecrated^t, 10 ufe the aqueduS, 
expecdioii of tke anaept writct s, en the firft of Aiiguft, 
(lia birtkrciaf • It w» a work of extraordinarf magntficence* 
as appeara from its immenib ruina, wkieh afe fkill to i^ 
fieen,. mth an kiCcription, in wkidi Cla|i4iu6 is ftyled em- 
peror the twentywifventk tinie* Four kundied and fixty 
j^rfoae were appointed to keep it in repair, and )ai^e f»kh> 
liee aligned them out of the puWic treafury. 

Tiie fiime year the gfeat caoai, which k|id keen defined 
foi draining the lake Fucinua, and had kept thirty tboufand 
men conftantly employed for eleven years, being, at lengthy 
eompieted, before the waters were let out Claudius ex- AtmiAm 
hibited a naval ^fight, in which nmetoen tboufand con* txkkbitfd 
deraned criminals engaged on board a himdred large gal* ^tktU^ 
lies, reprefenting the Sialian and Rhodian ieets. Tke lake '•''••*• 
was ffirrounded with an inclofure of k^ige lafts, to obftru£k 
lU means <tf flight) or efcape*' Upon the rafts flood the 
emperor^ guards; the lake was covered with gaJKes; the 
ikosre, the adjacent hills, and the tops of the mountains, 
were crouded with a prodigtous mi^itude, aflS^mbled from 
the neighbouring towns as well as from Rome. The 
whole reprefented a vaft theatre % and, that great nun^bevs 
of fpei^ators migkt be the better accommodated, a n>e4in* 
tain between the lake and the river JLiris was levelled* 
The emperor prelided^ in a coat of mail, and with bi«; 
Agrippina, in a mande of cloth of gold^ When the two 
fleets were drawn up, and ready to engage, a Triton of Gi- 
ver fpringing, by an ingenious contrivance, out of the n(iidft 
bf the lake, founded tne cfaargc* and tbe coopibat began i 
which, though between maleu^ors, was foi^ht wiih lUl 
t^e courage and obftinacy of brave fpMiers : fo that, {»&Qr a 
moil obftinate conteft, after many wounds^ and nxnch 
bloodihedi Claudius granted fuch of them as remained 
^hcir lives, and redeemed them from flaughter. When the 
<;oiiflid was over, the earth between the lake and the canal 
was removed ; but the tianal was found not to be fuuk fujSr 

naments of the praetorihip, and engraved in braA, and pt»bli^lf 

alio tbe privilege of wesring a hung up, in which a oianrgrait'* 

gold ring, but defpiCed the pre^ ted uave, lately redeem^ fr9lll 

&nt ; and prevailed with C!au« the iafamy of whips aiyl fo^wv, 

dius to acquaint the fenate, i« but now worth 04ar i]bv^ util^ 

his name, that he was fatisiied lions, was extolled for obferv- 

with the honours, and chofe to iog t^ venetablt pei£qK>|)y of 

live din in his ancient poverty* ijjjie^riinitive ageit 
liet^upon a decree paued, was 

dently 
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ckntly low to ^cetre the water in the centre of the hke j 
Its bed therefore wa& funk deeper ; and when this work wai 
cndedy which happened this year, to draw the multitude 
Jtmhai Qnce more together, a (how of gladiators was exhibited, 
Sir jfA# **P^^ bridges laid over it. After the fpeAacle, the emperor 
made a great banquet, juft at the fall from the lake ; but 
the water breaking out unexpefledly, with incredible Tio> 
lence, bore down whatever was near it, ihook the ground 
to a great diftance, and, by its impetuoiity and roaring, ter* 
rified and difmayed Claudius, his.guefts,and the fpedators, 
who all fled, and narrowly efcaped being carried away with 
the ftrcam (Z). 

Towards the end of the year the Bithynians fent depu- 
ties to Rome, to accufe Junius Cilo, their governor, of ex- 
tortion. He had, indeed, oppreffed them in a moft cruel 
and barbarous manner : but the emperor, when they were 
admitted to his prefence, not underftanding what they faid, 
defired Narciflus> when they withdrew, to acquaint lim 
with the purport of their emoafTy. ** They are come (an- 
fwered Narciflos), to return you thanks for your kindnefs, 
in appointing over them a man of fuch integrity, modera- 
tion, and difintereftednefs, as Cilo/' Claudius, relying en- 
tirely upon the faith of his freedman, commanded, that 
Cilo, fince he had given fuch fatisfadion, (hould be con- 
tinued in his government two years longer, during whick 
time he completed the ruin of that unhappy peopled 

7 Dio, p. 6S7. 

(Z) We learn from Tacitus laid outon this ftupendcus work, 

(i), that, when the water was ufelefs expence; and Scocca 

difcharged, the negligence of writes, that the lake Fucinus 

the workmen, and the infuffi- was, in his time, ilill full, though 

ciency of the work, manifefUy the workmen had, in Claudius's 

apjpeared* Suetonius feems to time, with immenfe labour, ij' 

innnuate, that Claudius accom- niihed the canal ; which, if 

pliihed this vad undertaking, and Suetonius is to be credited, diey 

drained the lake. Pliny like- hewed through a rocky fflouo- 

wife reckons the draining of the tain, of three miles eitent (2). 

lake Fucinus amopg the moil Spartianus fays, that Adriaa 

lemarkable works of Claudius ; drained this lake (3). How^' 

but it was neglected, fays he, ever, it is iVill to be fecn in the 

. through envy, by his fucceflbr Farther Abruzzo, and is known 

Nero, On the other hand, Dio by the name of the lake of Cc- 

Caffius calls the immenfe f urns lano. 

• (») 'f acit. Annal. Hb. xii. cap, 57. (t) Suet. cap. so. W% 

lib. xaavLcap. 15, • (3) Spart, m Adn p, 11, 

The 



The Roman If^y. 44j^ 

' The follbwing confuls were Decimos Janius Silanus Yn of FL 
Torquatus and Q^Haterius Antoninus ; during whofe ad- *402« 
miniilration, Nerg, who had entered the fixteenth year of tj' ^ ^^ 
his age, married Odavia the daughter of Claudius, to whom " ' ^ * 
he had been contracted three years before. Soon after his ifero mar-^ 
nuptials, he, in order to difplay bis eloquence, undertook rw OBmr 
the caufe of the Ilians } and obtained for them, as the an- ^^* 
ceftors of. the Romans, an entire immunity from all taxes 
and tributes whatfoever. He likewife made an oration in 
favour of the Rhodians, apd prevailed on Claudius to rOi* 
fiore them to their aneienjr liberty, which had been often 
taken from them, and of^en re-eflablifhed. A third ora- 
tion he pronounced in favour of the inhabitants of Bononia, 
a Roman colony, which had been almoft ruined by fire j 
and they were, at his interceflion, relieved with a large 
bounty*. The two firft orations he uttered in Greek, and 
the third in I.atin. At the fame time, the inhabitants of 
Apamea, Byzantium, and Coos, having recourfe to the 
young prince, obtained, by his mediation, fignal favours ; , 

the Q>ans were indulged with a general immunity from 
impofitions, and the inhabitants o£ Apamea and Byzantium 
obtained a difcharge from all tribute for the fpace of five 
years, the latter having fuifered much by the late wars of 
Thrace and Bofporus *. Thefe generous a£lions were per- 
fornied through the policy of Agrippina, to gain her fon 
the reputation of a compamonate and humane prince. On 
the contrary, (he engaged Claudius in the moil detefted 
meafures of cruelty. 

hs ihe was defirous of poiTefling the fine gardens of Sta- StaiiB»$ 
tilius Taurus, a fenator of great di(lin£lion, who had been T^/"?^ 
proconfuLof Africa, ihc fuborncd Tarquitius Prifcus, for- r^^ 
merly his lieutenant, to charge him with having confulted 
the magicians concerning the term of the emperor's life. 
Taurus, finding Agrippina bent upon his deftruAion, de- 
ftroyed himfelf. The fenate were fo afiedled with the lofs 
of iuch a vjrorthy citizen, and fo incenfed againft the ac- 
cufer, that, exerting themfclves on this occafion, they ex- 
pelled him the fenate, notwitbftanding the prote^ion and 
intrigues of Agrippina**. Claudius had often declared,* 
:hat the fame authority fhould be allowed to the decifions 
)f his procurators, or receivers, as to his own; and now, 
p fhew that this was no vague declaration, he caufed it to 
^ confirmed and eftablifhed by a decree of the fenate. 
Chefe receivers of the emperors were their ftewards, per- . 

« Tacit. Annal« lib* xii. C9p* 4S. Suet 10 Ner. cap. 7. ' * Tacit. 
ikiiii. lib. xii. cap. jS. ^ Idem ibid. cap. 19. .. * : 

fons 
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fens entrufted wkh their d6iiieftk eoncerm* fef the noft 
part franchifed flavts \ and nerortliekfaf to fucb vik kiftni- 
ments the weak prracci enriretf direAed hf ch«in^ was imi 
aftamed to deleeatCi by a feleniii decree ol the kmty t 
^^'jf, power equal to his own and to that of the fewg. At tka 
dtOwT i^!^^ timer he eenferred ittti?erfal jurifdiAtoii umo the 
gramiidf equeftrian order \ the fiune juriMiAioii for which » nia&f 
tkikmighiu fetHtioiis had bceitfefRierly ratfed, aad fo much bleed ft«t« 
In the following year, M. Afinius Marcelk». and M. 
Acilitts Aviola bein^^ confttls, a rreat ^aiige of aSaiMvaa 
portended, if the ancients are to he eredited» hy many pro- 
digies. But Agrippina was much more abrmed by a &]f« 
ing of ChudittS| uttered tbourhtkAly in his wt«e : tbn 
k was his fate to bear the iniquities of his wives fot fetne 
time, and at laft to puni& them. About the fame tiiMf 
liaving condemned a woman for adultery, he anfwerf d om 
of his freedmcn, who applauded the juftiee of his kntemi 
** It is my lot to be unfortunate in my marrisgea» ami t» 
Omuunt Buntfli adulteries ;" an expreflion which plain^ fiiewe4dM( 
is mp^ijei he was not unacquainted with the intrigues and amottraof 
^^ j^ fcJs^ wife. He Hkcwife betrayed evident tokens of bis le- 
mfjLijS,' pcntinghis marriage with Agrippina, and the adoptioarf 
rfcro; for his fon Dritannicus pfefenting himfelf, htm* 
braced him with more than ordinary kindnefs, bi^ng k'oi 
grow ttp^ for he wootd give him an account of his wkle 
<oaduft; adding, in Greek, <* k is. love that prompts tntf 
He dechred, at the fame time, bis intfffKion of giving bin J 
the luanly robe foon, " That the people of Rom^ (fcidheji 
may have at \7&. a true Csefar *.*' As the emperor uttered 
|io wordi which was not iiumediatety carried to Agrippis^f 
^e refolved to anticipate htm, but firft to itifoj^ byliil 
ineans, Domitia Lepida, who gave her no fmatt useafi- 
nefe (A). <j^ 

• Tacit, caf • 64. Suet. cap. 43. 

^A> She waa dauglnber to Aft-> pi^rfgQi, infs«ious is d^ir AH* 
theyoMuger, great 94Ace ners, vi^Isnt in thsiriemiKt'y 



to Auguftu^ coufin-german to and no Icfs rivals io vici^,^ 

Agrippina the eWcr, ^d fitter in the luftrc of thcif fiuy^jf ? 

•tp Cneius Pomitius, the pre- and the advantages of their w* 

(cut Agrippina*8 foTOier nuf- tunes. But their chief cooteo- 

band : fo that (he efteemed her- tion Was, which of tb^Rit ^ 

fclf not inferior to Agrippina in aunt or t;he mother, fhouW ae* 

nobility, to whom ftie was eaua! qirire the fway ef er Nc«n ^ 

in beavity, age, and wealth, pida endeavoured to gain ^^ 

They Were, according to Taci- with cai«ffe» and picfcnr«, wWc 

tut, both jproUicuM in their the imperious Agnppioa tre^ 
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^ get rid of her rival, (he accufed Lepida of having Domitia 
fought, by charms and imprecacions. to deftroy the empe- ^^p'^^^* 
tot's wife ; iand of difturbing the public peace of Italy, by ^""L/ ^«1/ 
iiegie£lihg to reftraih her tumultuous flaves in Calabria. 
For thefe imputations (he was, by the fervile fenate, fen- 
tenced to die ; and executed, noiwithftanding the oppoH- 
tion and intereft of NarcifTus, who grew daily more diftruft- 
ful of Agrip{>ina ; and therefore endeavoured to fave Le- 
pida/. Claudius being taken ili| had recourfe to the foft CioMd'ms 
air aiid wholeCome waters of SinueiTa : this occafion was is taken 
reediljf feized by Agrippina, long fince determined upon '^^* 
is deftru£lioh ; and, for that pikrpofe, well furnifhed with 
wicked agents. She thought it would be fafeil: to procure 
bis death by poi(bn : but (he was at a lofs what fort to ufe; 
if it were powerful, ind fudden in its operation, her crime 
might thencie be betrayed ; if flow, aiid confuming by de- 
grees, there was danger that Claudius, when his end ap- 
proached, might fufpe£i her, and annul the adoption of 
Nero. At length (he chofe a fubtle poifon, fuch as would 
diforder his fenfes, and not haftlly put an end to his life* 
Ati experienced artift in fuch preparations was applied to, 
liamed Locufta, a woman whp had been lately condemned 
for i^oifoning. By her the potion was prepared ; smd Ha- hpeifimd 
locus, an eunuch, and the emperor's tafter (B), being fythecon* 
charged to adminifter it, he gave it accordingly, in a difh ''Jf^^*f* 
of mufhrooms, of which Claudius was fond. But whether ^L^ 
it was from his natural ftupidity, or blscaufe he was drunk, 
he did not feem to feel the virulence of the dofe ; at the 
fame time a diarrhoea feemed to relieve him, and to defeat 
the operation and f&rce of the poifoti. 

^ Tacit* Ann. lib. xii. cap. 65, 

ed him with feverity and threats, Salluilianis. Deceffir« Nonis. 

like one who was defirous, in- Auguftis. Mt Cocceio. Nerva. 

deed, to raifc him to the fove- C. Vibio. Rufiiio. Co(r." Ti- 

feignty, but (eemed determined berius too had his tafter, as ap* 

not to allow him to exercife his pears from the followinginfcrip- 

fovereign authority over her. tion t " Ti. Claudius. Flamma. 

(B) The office of ta(lcr, ut- Claufus. Ti. Aug. Praegufta- 

terly unknown in the times of tor.*' Their example was^ no 

the republic, was probably efta- doubt, followed by all the other 

bli(hed by Auguflus, as we con- emperors. This cuflom obtain- 

je(5lure from the following epi* ed among the Perllans, as we 

taph, dill to be feen at Rome : read in Xenophon (1) ^ and of 

*^ Cenio. C«li. Herodian. Prae- them, in all likelihood, the Ro* 

gu(^ator. Divi. Augufti. Idem, man emperors borrowdl it. 
ro(iea. Villicus. In. Hortis* 

(1) Xcnopb. Cyropad. lib, i. 

Vol. Xn, G g Agrip- 
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Yr. of FU Agrippina, therefore, convinced that her own Gfehf K 
M03. ftake, had recourfe to Xenophon, the emperoi's phyGciaOi 

V c'i^' ^^^* being already engaged in her wicked defigns, un- 
^^ * der pretence of amfting Claudius in his efforts to vomit, 
thruit down his throat a feather dipped in potent poifon, 
which foon put an end to his life *. Thus died the empe- 
ror Caius Tiberius Claudius Nero, on the thirteenth of 
Oftober, in the fixty-fourth year of his age, after having 
reigned thirteen years, eight months, and twenty days, 
reckoning from the day of Caius's death. He was a weak 
prince, of a fickle difpofition ; had no difcemment or pat 
iions of his own, but was entirely governed by his wives 
and frecdmen. However, Tacitus leems to allow him a 
fliare of fenfe at intervals. Suetonius reproaches hfra witli 
cruelty j and tells n$, that thirty-five fenators, and above 
three hundred Roman knights, were by his orders put to 
death : but it is certain that the priftce himfelf was altoge- 
ther a (Iranger to mod of thefe executions > for a centurion 
informing him one day, that, purfuant to his orders, fucb a 
confular had been executed, the emperor, with the greatcft 
furprize, anfwered, that he had given no fuch command} 
but one of his freedmcn replying, that the officer had done 
well, in revenging injuries offered to the perfon of the 
emperor, he acquiefced ; and, without farther enquiry, ap- 
proved of the execution '. Seneca, in the bitter fatirek 
penned againft him, fays, among other things, that he no 
more fcrupled to take away a man's life, than to kill aJf *• 
But his hatred to Claudius, by whom he had beenbanifed 
to the ifland of Corfica, and kept there for the fpace of 
eight years, induced him to charge the prince with thofc 
crimes which other writers, free from paf&on and preju- 
dice, attribute to his wives and freedmen. He had, accord- 
ing to Tacitus, Dio Caffius, and Suetonius, many good 
qualities; was an utter enemy to all pride andoitentatioo; 
a ftranger to revenge ; free from the imputation of avarice; 
a great lover of juftice ; and, when he was not, through feari 
deprived of his fenfes, inclined to mercy and compaffioD. 

^rippifta While Claudius lay dead,, the fenate, the confuk, and 
^^ff pontiffs, were offering vows for his health ; reftoratives 

f •»• 'wctc ftill applied, and every thing performed, as if thef 

were not without hopes of his recovery, till matters ^^^^ 
difpofed for fecuring the empire to Nero. With this vie^ 
Agrippina, as foon as the prince expired, affefting inco"' 
folable grief,, and pretending to feek fome relief to her for- 

e Tacit. Ann. lib. xii. cap. 69. Dio, p. 688. SeneCt LuJ.p. ♦jf' 
Suet. lib. vi. p. 44, 45. ^ Suet. cap. tj. fScflCC- 1^ 

in Claud, p. 478. 
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fdUr, clafpcd Britannicus fail in her arms ; ftylcd him the 
true image of his father, and, by various devices, detained 
him in the chamber, and likew.ifc his two fitters, Oftavia 
and Antonia. She pofted guards in all the avenues, blocked 
up ail the paflages, and from time to time proclaimed that 
the prince was recovering. When fhe had taken all poffi- 
ble precautions tp prevent any difturbance, at noon the 
gates of the palace were unexpeftedly thrown open 5 and 
Nero, accompanied by Burrhus, captain of the praetorian 

fuards, repaired to the cohort which was then upon duty, 
'here, by the command of Burrhus, he was received with 
joyful acclamations, and inftantly put into a litter. Some 
indeed hefitated, frequently looking and afking where was 
Britannicus ? As he was detained in ,the chamber of the 
deceafed emperor, and no one appeared to propofe him, 
they joined* the others, and embraced the offer which was 
made them. Thus Nero was carried to the camp, where, Procunt 
after a fpeech fuitable to the exigency of the occafion, and Ntroto bi 
the promifc of a largefs equal to that of the late prince, he '^f^'-^'"'^ 
was falutcd emperor. The declaration of the foldiers was '^^^^* 
followed and confirmed by the decrees of the fenate, which 
were, without reluftance, accepted by the people, both at 
Rome and in the provinces. To Claudius was decreed a 
folemn and pompous fufieral, the fame as had been ordain- 
ed for Auguftus, Agrippina emulating the magnificence of 
her great-grandmother Livia Augufta. His laft will, how- 
ever, though atteftdd by the hands and feals of all the ma- 
giftrates, was not read in public, left his preferring the fon 
of his wife to his own fon, might be refented by the people ^. 
Nero had fcarce been proclaimed emperor, when the im- 

Serious and revengeful Agrippina haftened to difpatch 
rarciffus, who had fpoken reproachfully of her, and betray- Narctjfiis 
ed no fmall affedion for Britannicus. She caufed him to {^^jjl'""* 
be immediately arretted, and dragged to prifon, where he ^gngi and 
wasj through fear of a more ignominious and cruel death, jeahufy of 
conftrained to lay violent hand^ on himfelf, much againft Agrippma% 
the will of Nero. He is faid to have been at once profufc 
and rapacious; to have furpafled in wealth Croefus, the 
kings of Perfia, and Claudius himfelf ; and, at the fame 
time^ to have excelled all the prodigals of his age. As he 
bore an abfolttte fway under Claujius, his friendfhip wa9 
courted by foreign kings, cities, and provinces ; all ftriving^ 
uvho Ihould make him the moft magnificent prefents. Wq 
have feen, in the courfe of Claudius's reign, by how many 
:rinies he deferved the fate that overtook him at laft: but 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib. xii. cap. 69. Suet;«ip. 44. 
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* after all, be was faithful to his Rafter, preferved his li^ 

with great care, and was ready, as Tacitus informs us, to 
lay down his own for his fervice. Agrippina would ntm 
have attempted to poifon Claudius, if Dio Caffiusistobe 
credited, had (he not firft removed NarcifTus, by perfuading 
him to try the baths of Campania for the recovery of bis 
health. Before he deftroyed himfelf, he configned to tbe 
flames feveral letters and fecret papers againft Agrippina, 
which, as the prince's fecretary, he bad in his cuftody, that 
ber accufers might not be expofed to the fury of a woman, 
whofe impetuous fpirit and violent lufl of dominion, if not 
reilrained, would foon drench Rome in blood ^ 

About the fame time another vi£tim,far more illoflrious, 
was facrificed, and, indeed, unknown to Nero, by the deadly 
Mudjuniui bate of Agrippina. This was Julius Silanus, proconful of 
StimuuB Afia, a man of great wealth, and equal quality, but of a 
quiet difpofition ) and fo little inclined to raife any commo- 
tions in the ftate, that he had, during the late reigns, fpentbis 
life in ilothful indolence, being treated with fuch contempt, 
that Caligula ufed to call him the golden (beep. However, 
upon the death of Claudius, it was whifpered among the popu* 
lace, that as Nero was fcarce^^ut of his childhood, and had 
by iniquity acquired the empire, fuch a man as l^lanos 
ought to be preferred to him 5 one of ripe years, of ^ 
blemiflied character, and, what was then highly eftecmed, 
defcended from the Cxfars ; for he too was the great-grand- 
fon of Auguftus. Thefe murmurs alarmed Agrippina, who 
fent orders, without her fon's confent or knowlep, to ?• 
Celer, a Roman knight, and to Helius, a freedman, boib 
the emperor's receivers in Afia, to murder Silanus- Her 
commands were obeyed, and poifon was given him at a 
banquet by the two affafTins, fo openly, as evinced tbej 
were neither afhamed nor afraid to own the murder. 
Burrhus A torrent of blood wouRl have followed, hadnotAira- 

and Seneca j^Jus Burrhus and Annseus Seneca interpofed. Thefe vert 
thefoung the governors of the young prince, who was now only J^ 
governors. ^^^ feventeenth year of his age. Though partners in po^^^ 
yet they lived free from all jealoufy and emulation, and were 
of equal weight and authority, though diffcrentin theirac- 
complifhments. Burrhus was his inftruftor in'the tm^^l 
art, and Seneca in the precepts of eloquence. In thefe di- 
ferent offices they affifted and fupported each o*^J{{^ 
' eafier to manage the dangerous age of the prince, n»p^^ 

having any thing in view but the fervice of their illaft/'^'^^ 
pupil, and the welfare of the public. They had W^ 

i Dio, p» ess. 
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cotiftant ftruggle to maintain againft the turbulent fpirit of - 
Agrippinai who, tranfporteid with the lull of ruling with- 
out control, and fupported by Pallas, even before the ob- 
fequies of her hufband were performed, would have facri- 
ficed to her rage and jealoufy all thofe who gave her the 
Jeaft umbrage : but Burrhus and Seneca, unanimoufly ex*- ?*% n- 
^rting their authority, reftrained her blind rage, and kept A*^» ^^ 
her within bounds. Nero, indeed, conferred all kinds of-^f^.'A 
honours upon her ; and to the tribune who came to attend ^''W'*** 
him the firft day of his government, for the word, he gave 
that of optima mater^ excellent mother. The fenate too, the 
firft time they aflembled, decreed her two lidors, and fe-. 
veral other marks of diftin£iion : but the emperor^s gover- 
nors, bearing a great fway over his youthful mind, prevent- 
ed her from committing fuch excefles as (he had been guilty 
of during the late reign ^. 

Nero's firft care, after his acceffion to the empire, was 
to perform, with all poflible pomp and magnificence, the 
obfequies of the deceafed emperor. He pronounced his Claudwt 
funeral oration 5 in which he difplayed the antiquity of his f^^^ 
lineage, the many confuUhips, the many triumphs, of his ^^^'* 
anceftors. He likewife touched upon his perfonal accom- 

i>li{hments, efpecially his eloquence, and thorough know- 
ege of the Greek tongue \ all which was heard with atten- 
tion and pleafure : but when he began to extol the wifdom, 
iforefight, -and providence of Claudius, the whole audience 
broke into laughter, though the fpeech was of Seneca's 
compofing, and difcovered much accuracy and elegance ; 
for be had, fays Tacitus, a fine genius, and a ftyle well 
adapted to the t^fte of that tim^ \JZ). 

k Tacit. AnnaU lib. xiii. cap. i, «. Suet. lib. vi. cap. S. Dio, lib* 
Ixi. p. 690. 

(C) On this occafioo it was ing, fiog^ng, and mana^ng of 
obierved, that Nero was the firft chariots, was obliged to em^r 
Roman emperor who wanted the ploy the pen of Seneca, where'r 
ailiftance of another man's elo- ever he had occafion to fpeak 
quence ; Csefar, the didator, in public, or even to write let- 
was of a rank with the moft ters concerning affairs of any 
diftinguifhed orators ; and none importance. Seneca bad one . 
df his fucceilbrs wanted elo- under him, named Beryllus, 
:|uence, addrefs, and enerey, who is (hrled by ]orepbus(i), 
in (peaking : but Nero having Nero's preceptor, but was only 
From his early childhood, ap- bis Greek fecretary, 
^lied himfelf to graving, paint* 

(1) Jofepb. Antiq^. lib. xx. cap. f. 
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Niro's When the funeral rites were over, the young prince ^^ 

/piech /« paired to the fenate/ where, after a preamble, in which he 
4 e ftnati. jcknowleged himfe If indebted for the empire to the author 
rity pf the fenate, and the concurrence of the foldiery, be 
declared in what manner he defigned to govern; that he 
claimed'not the judgement and decifion of affairs \ that the 
whole power and authority ihould not be confined to a few 
perfonsj but every magiftrate (hould have his peculiar JQ< 
rifdidion; that nothing (hould be faleable within his wsJls, 
nor any accefs there to informers ; that, between his fami- 
ly and the republic, a juft di{lin£^ion fhould ever be main- 
tained \ that the fenate ihould preferve their ancient juiit 
di£lion \ that Italy, and the provinces belonging to the 
people, (hould apply only to the confuls, and by them pro- 
cure accefs to the fathers ; that to himfelf he refervcd wbt 
was efpecially committed to his care, the diredion of tk 
armies. He concluded with afluring them, that he de- 
figned to govern his people according to the model of tbe 
deified Augudus. The unate ordered this fpeech, which 
was likewife compofed by Seneca, to be engraved on a plate 
of (liver, and to be annually read in the fenate by tl\^ new 
^^rttl ^^"f^^s ^- ^^ ^^ ^^"^^ ^^"^^* ^^^y l^^aped all kinds of ho 
Jb« by tbi ^o**rs upon him ; which he accepted, without refufing anyi 
ftnaii. except that of Father of his Country* in confideration of 
his youth : even this, however, he aflTumed before the fe- 
cond year of his reign expired, aa appears from fome an*! 
cient medals. 

He feemed, at firft, inclined to perform the mighty pro^ 
mifes he had made to the fenate ; for this year he gavenu- 
Ufian€isof mcrpus inftances of clemency, moderation, and affability: 
his Clemen- to the people he diftributed four hundred fefterces a manj 
cy and ^o fuch of the fenators as were defcended from illuftrious 
f«r/** ftmilies, but reduced to poverty, he allowed annual fala- 
ries \ to fome five hundred thoufand fefterces, befides a cer- 
tain quantity of com, which he likewife diftributed raonthlf 
to his guards. Many impofitiohs he utterly fuppreffed, and 
retrenched others to a fourth : he redreffed feveral difo^- 
ders; reftrained the profufe luxury of feafts and banquets, 
which had obtained during the late reign, Claudius being 
greatly addifted to feafting : with the approbation of the 
fenate he publilhed an ediS, prohibiting the felling of any 
thing boiled in public houfes, except pulfe and greens: he 
fuppreiTed a kind of fports, in which certain perfonsj ^"" 
ning about the city, pretended to have, by cuftomi ac- 
quired a right of robbing, as it were, in jeft, all they »c^ 

1 Tacit.. Ann. lib. xiii. cap. 3. Suet. cap. io» Dio, p. ^9- 
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and carrying off whatever they could feizc. The fcnatc 
like wife, depending upon the prince's lleclaration, began 
to exercife their ancient jurifdidtion ; and made various re- 
gulations : among the reft the two following ; that no ora- 
tor, or pleader, uiould receive any fee, payment, or pre^ 
fent, for defending a caufe ; and that thofe who were ap- 
pointed quaeftors, (hould be no longer obliged to exhibit 
public fhews of gladiators* All this was oppofed by Agrip- 
pina, as annulling the adis of Claudius : but Nero preferred 
the counfels of Burrhus and Seneca to thofe of his mother; 
and the fathers prevailed (D). 

Towards the end of this year Nero beftowed the Lefler Nero he* 
Armenia on Ariftobulus the fon of Herod king of Chalcis ; fttf'ws ur- 
to Sohemus he gave, with the enfigns of royalty, and title ^fX^^u^ 
of king, the country of Sophenc, lying between Armenia, ^rinca* 
Mefopotamia, and Comagene ; and added fome towns of 
Galilee to the territories which Claudius had given to Agrip- 
pa, the fon of Agrippa, king of Judaea ". Before the year 
expired, ambafladors arrived from Armenia, to plead be- 
fore Nero a caufe of their nation j and, while the emperor 
was hearing them, feated on the imperial throne, Agrip- 
pina fuddenly appeared, and was advancing to fit in joint 
Judgement wKh the prince. The whole aflembly was (truck ^hi ir«- 
with amazement ; but no one daring to reftrain her, Se- ^^^J^f^ 
neca advifed him to defcend, and meet his mother : thus, ^/^llf^ 
under the difguife of filial reverence, that public difgrace 
was prevented ; for the Romans thought it highly ignomi- 
nious, that foreign nations fhould believe them to be go- 
verned by a woman. The audience was deferred to another 
day, when Seneca and Burrhus took effediual care to pre« 
vent her difturbing it. As her fon was a youth, and, wholly 
indebted to her intrigues for the fovereignty, (he claimed 
^n equal (hare with him ; and therefore pretended to an- 
jfwer foreign ambafTadors conjointly; to write letters to 
princes and kings ; to difpatch orders to the governors of 
provinces, and comm^^ndcrs of armies ; to prefide among 

<" Tacit. AnnaK lib. xili. cap. 5, Jofepb. Ant. lib. xx. cap. 5. 

(D) However, from re(pt& of Gallic, the brother of Bene- 

to her, he caufed her late huf- ca, who, hearing of the deifica* 

band Claudius to be ranked a- tion of Claudius, could not help 

mong the gods, with all the ex-claiming, that he had been 

folemnity and pomps of prieils, drawn up to heaven with a hook, 

altars, and facrifices : which as the criminals were dragg^ 

gave cccafion to the pleafantry to the Tiber (i). 

(1} IKo, p. 68S. 
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the Roman eagles ; and, in (hort, to be called and ack^owt 
ieged a partner in the empire which her anceftors had ac«i 
quired, and (he had conferred on her fon. She always ac^ 
companied him in the fame litter, was attended by th^ 
fame guards^ and, at firft, prevailed upon the young prince 
to aflemble the fenate in the palace, that, pofted by a door 
behind a curtain, (he might overhear the debates, without 
being feen. Seneca and Burrhus, apprifed what dreadful 
diforders (he would raife, if (he once obtained the afcen- 
dant over the prince, left no method untried to leflen her 
power; and their attempts w^r^ not without fuccefsi. The 
fame year Nero applied to the fenate for a ftatue to bis k: 
ther, and for the confular ornaments to AJfconiuf LabeO| 
who had been bis tutor. The fenate not only co.mpli^<l 
with his requeft, but, at the fame tiine, decreed ftatuesto 
himfelf of folid filver and gold ; which he abfolutely re- 
fufed. The fenate likcwife decreed, that the year (hould, 
for the future, begin on Decerpber, the month in which 
Nfr§*s mo' Nero was bom : but, notwithflanding the ordinance of the 
^Ay* fenate, he preferved the ancient cuftoni of beginning the 

year with the firft of January, Neither would he admlM 
criminal profeqution againft Carinas Celer, a fenator^ upon 
the accufation of a flaye ; nor againft Julius Denfus, a no- 
man knight, who was ctjarged with his devotion to Britaa- 
nicus, as a great crime ". 
Yr. of Fl. In the following year, Nero, who was, by a decree of the 
A *n *' 6 ^^^^^^i ^^ exercife the confulfliip in the twentieth year of 
U.C.804! bis age, though he was now but in his eighteenth, took 
' pofTefCon of that dignity, agreeable to the cuftom of pther 

Nero's firjl emperors, who never failed to affunae the fafce^ the year 
conjuijbtp, after their accefTion to the empire. He chofe for his col- 
league L. Antiftius Vetus, but would not fufFer him to 
fwear, as ufual, that he would obferve the Jnftitutions of 
the emperor j an inftance of modefty highly extolled by tfae 
fathers, with a defigri to animate his youthful niind to the 
purfuit of glory refulting from things of greater motncnu 
At the fame time, he extended his mercy towards Plautius 
Lateranus, who having been formerly degraded from the 
order of fcnator, for adultery with Meflalina, was now «• 
ftored to his ancient rank. After two months be refigned 
the fafces ; but to whom, we are no where told. 
a'^h'^l* This year Nero firft began to difregard the authority of 
uthorit of ^^^ nfiother; a mark of contempt which was no way dii- 
-^is mother, plea fing to Seneca and Burrhus, who dreaded her violent 
fpirit, and expefted to fee the calamities of the late rcipJ 

' B Tacit, Annal. lib. xiai. cap. 11. 

renewed, 
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rf^newed, if ever (he (hould bear the chief fvay in the ad-* 
ipiniftratipn. The young prince conceived a violent paC» 
ijon for a franchifed il^ve, named AOit \ and, at the fame 
time, confvilted, as confidents in his amour, Otho and 
Qaudius Senecio ; the firft of a confular family, the fame 
V^hp afterwards arrived at the empire ; and the other, the ^ 
fpn of one of the emperor's freedmen. They were both 
youths of graceful perfpns, but entirely abandoned to;aU 
manner of lewdnefs and debauchery ; and, on that account, 
admitted by Nero to an entire intimacy, Seneca and Bur- 
rhus were foon informed of their pupil's intrigue ; but 
upon mature deliberation, ^bought it advifeable not to 
thwart him in his ^mour> finite, with a woman of lowcon- 
. dition, tp th? injury pf no man, the prince fatisfied his 
youthful inclinations ; whereas, if he were reft rained from 
that gallantry, there was room to dread that he would 
putrageoufly infult women of the greateft diftin£lion 5 for 
he had already conceived an uttier averfion tp his wife 0£ia<* 
via, however illuftrious in her birth, however celebrated 
fpr hef virtuf y 

Agrippina could not endure the irregular condufl of her 
fpn, not from any motive of virtue, as will foon appear, 
but becaufe (he dreaded the extravagant power of a concu- 
bine. She left no arts unpra£lifed to check his growing Nirochnh 
paflion ; fhe filled the city with the angry inveftives of an '^ ^J ^" 
incenfed woman, and complained that a manumitted flave "■•'^l 
was become her rival, ^n handmaid her daughter-in-law. 
But the keener her reproaches were, the more they fired 
her fon-s paffion ; fo tbat> being at length overcome by its 
force, he (hook off all refpeft to his mother; and threw 
himfe^f, without referve, into the arms of Seneca, with 
whom he jcnew Annaeus iSercnus (£) lived in clofe confi- 
dence, one who had hitherto covered the prince's paffion 
for A6^e, by pretending to be in love with her himfelf ; and 
had openly prefented to her, in his own name, whatever 
Nero in fecret beftowed upqn her. Agrippina was no wh§t$dfar 
fooner apprifcd of thefe particulars, than fhe changed her '*'*"''' ^' 
arts and addrefs^ attempting to regain the confidence of JJXi«tf«r 

(£) He was commander of eree grieved for the lofs of fo 
the city-guards, and generally dear and worthy a friend, as he 
efieemed, notwithftanding his himfelf owns in one ^f his let- 
thus concealing Nero's paffion ters (2), that he deferved to be 
for A<^e. To him Seneca in- ranked among thofe who had 
fcribed his books De Tranquil- fulfered themfelves to be over* 
|itate; and was to fuch ade- come, by an untimely grief. 

(1) Senec. Epift. 63. 

her 
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Yktx fon by gentle and alluring fpeeches : fiie eren oferea 
bim her own chamber, that thefe, and, if he pleafed, with- 
in her own arms, he might more privately indulge fais paf- 
fion : fbe even acknowlegcd her unfeafonable fevtrity, and 
made him a tender of all ker wealth, which was not much 
fliort of the imperial treafares. Thus, from being too 
ftri£l in checking her ion, fiie became, all at once, beyond 
meafttre, fubmifliTC and fawning. Tbis fudden altera* 
tlon did not deceive Nero ; and bis intimate friends, dread* 
ing it, entreated him to be npon his guard againft the fnares 
of an^implacabie and deceitful woman ^ 

It happened about tbis time, that, as Nero was furveying 
the rich ornaments in which the emperoPs wives and mo- 
thers ufed to appear on iblemn days, he feie£ted the moft 
pompous and (lately, and fent them as prefents to his mo< 
ther. This ftep the young prince took, to convince her, 
that though he would not be governed by her, yet he bore 
her no rancour, or ill-will: but Agrippina, tranfported 
with rage, uttered bitter complaints againft her fon, who^ 
flie faid, by fending her fuch trifles, did not fo much intend 
to make her a prefent, as to exclude her from all the reft, 
and to divide with her what he had wholly received from 
her. Thcfe words were immediately carried to Nero, with 
aggravations $ who thereupon, provoked with Pallas, hy 
whom chiefly Agrippina was fupported in her ambitious dc- 
figns, difmi&d him from the management of the finances, 
which he had received from Claudius, and in which he W 
afted more like the fovereign diredior of the empire than a 
minifter (F). 

The difgrace of Pallas provoked Agrippina to fuch a 
degree, that, not able to reftrain her rage, (he abandoned 
herfclf to it without reftraint, uttering dreadful threats and 
curfes, even in the emperor's hearing. " Britannicus, (f«<l 
flie, is now grown up, the true and worthy fon of Clan- 
dius : he is now fit to aflume the empire of his father; as 
empire which one^ who is a fon only by adoption, holds,' 

* Tacit. Annal. lib. ztii, cap. 13. 



(F) We are told, that, as he 
left the palace, attended by 
many followers, Nero iaid, not 
unpleafantly, ** Pallas is going 
to abdicate the fovereignty.*' 
The emperor, however, aflTured 
him, upon his word, that he 
fliould not be queftioned for his 
pail behaviour ; and that, as to 



his accounts, the public ftw^^^ 
have no more demands up?"* 
him than he upon the public 
Thus Pallas forfeited his po«r, 
-but preferved immcnfc wealth, 
amounting to fcvcn millions or 
our money, to the hour of hi» 
death, which happened io^hc 
eighth year of Nero's reigo* 
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to the prejudice of the lawful heir; and exerts his ill- 
acquired power chiefly to abufe and infult his mother.*' 
8he threatened to publifh to the world all her infamous 
pradiiceSf all the fteps ihe had taken to fecure the empire to 
the ungrateful mdnller her fon, the furreptitious adoption^ 
her own guilt in poifoning her hufband, and the crying ca* 
lamities (he had brought upon her own family, the unhappy 
houfe of Germanicus. She added, that only one comfort^ 
by the providence of the gods, remained to her, that her 
ftep-fon was dill alive ; with him ihe would repair to the 
camp, and there leave it to the decifion of the foldiery, whe- 
ther the prating pedagogue Seneca, and the maimed Bur- 
rhus, or the fon of the deified Claudius, and the daughter Hirimp^* 
of the renowned Germanicus, (hould have the fovereign ^^^ ^^g^* 
rule of mankind. At the fame time, ihe ihook her fift at 7-^^^^^^^ 
the emperor, clenched her hands, uttered all manner of j^k^^, 
reproaches, curfes, imprecations ; devoted the monfter, fo 
Ihe called her fon, and his governors, to the infernal furies } 
invoked the manes of her huiband Claudius, of the Silani» 
and many others, whom ft\e had murdered, to no purpofe. 
This conduft alarmed Nero. As Britannicus next day end- 
ed the fourteenth year of his age, when he was to take the 
manly robe, the emperor began ierioufly to refled with 
bimfelf on the violent temper of his mother, as well as up- 
on the promifing genius of the youth, of which he had 
given, in the late feails of Saturn, a remarkable proof, and 
gained by it the favour and efteem of all ranks (G). 

From 

(G) Befides many other in-, of the company, and there fing 
oocent diverfions pradlifed on a fong. He hoped the hoy, un- 
that occs^fion by the Roman accuflomed as he was to corn- 
youth of the like age and con- pany, and quite ignorant how 
dition, it was an ancient cudom to behave himielf in public, 
among them to choofe a king, would become an objedt of 
whofe commands, whatever they laughter; but Britannicus, to 
were, the whole company was the great furprize of all, with a 
bound to obey. The king was becoming modefty, and an un- 
chofen by lot ; and, in the pa- diflurbed addrefs, though the 
lace, where the emperor, who eyes of the whole court were 
was himfelf a youth, Britanni- upon him, raifed his voice, and 
cus, and other noble youths, di- fung a few verfes, importing, 
verted themfelvcs with this paf- that he was bereft of his natural 
time, the lot fell upon Nero, inheritance, and unjuftly de- 
who thereupon gave to all the prived of the authority to which 
reft different commands, yet he was born. The modeft and 
fuch as expofed them to no ri- comely afpedl of the youth, the 
dicule ; but that to Britannicus deep concern he betrayed in 
was, to iland up in the middle every note, and the refle6tions 

which 
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NtTQ ft* From that time Nero conceived an irreconcileable hatred 

Jolvtsmptm to the innocent youth ; and, being alarmed at the threats 
ihiih/irM€* of his mother, he rcfolved to rid himfelf of onej|%hom he 
#!!lif ^^ longer beheld as a brother but as a competitor: how- 
ever, not daring openly to command the eacecution of i 
perfon of his rank, whom he could reproach with no crime, 
he ordered poifon to be privately prepared, employing, as 
his agent, J ulius Pollio, tribune of a praetorian cohort, io 
whofe cuftody was kept, under condemnation, the famous 
Locufta, who had adminiftered poifon to Claudius. As for 
thofe who were about the perfon of Britannicus, Agrippina 
had Jong fince taken care, that they (hould be fuch as had 
no fenfe of honour or honefty. The dofe was therefore 
haftily prepared by Locufta, and adminiftered to the young 
prince by the hands of his governors ; but, whether it was 
not powerful enough in itfelf, or had been weakened on 
purpofe that its too fudden operation might not create 
fufpicion ' it produced little or no effedl. Nero was fa in«. 
cenfed at this mifcarriage, that he threatened the tribune 
with immediate death ; and would have ordered Locufta to 
be executed, purfuant to her former fentence, for prefer* 
ring her own fafety to the fecurity of the prince, had fhe 
not undertaken to prepare a dofe, which fhould difpatch 
him as fuddenly as a dagger. Accordingly, the deadljr 
potion, compounded of feveral violent poifons, was prepar- 
ed, in a chamber next to the emperor's, and in his pre- 
fence. It was adminiftered to Britannicus, while he fat at 
a feparate table in the emperor's apartment, according to 
the* cuftom obferved by the childten of the reigning familf, 
• - who were never admitted to the emperor's table, but took 
their meals apart with other young noblemen, not in a 
lying, but fitting pofture. Whatever the princes of the 
imperial family eat or drank, was firft tafted by an officer 
called praeguftator. To the end therefore, that neither this 
cuftom might be omitted, nor the iniquity be difcovcred 
by the death of both, the matter was thus concerted. To 
Britannicus drink was prefentcd without poifon, and tried 
by the taftcr, but fcalding hot, and, for that reafon, re- 
turned : it was then tempered with cold water, into which 
cu'Jpoi/oa' P0»^*^" ^^^ ^^^" poured beforehand, of fuch force, that 
0^/ 3ritannicus had fcare fwallowed it, when he fell to the 

which all who were prefent verfes he fung, immcdiatelf 
made, dr^w lighs and tears withdrew, as did all the reft, '» 
from the whole company. Ne- filence, to indulge their grief in 
ro, f^ruck with the addrefs of private, and let their tcan fio* 
the youth, but more with the unreilrained« 

ground 
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ground, bci'eft at once of fpeech and* life. Fear and 

trembling fcized his companions; fome inftantly made ofF| 
\ but others, who comprehended the myftery, remained with 

their eyes fixed ftedfaftly upon Nero, who, without betray* 
I ing the lead emotion, declared^ it was only an ufual fit of 

1: the falling-ficknefs, to which Britannicus had been fubje£t 
t from his early childhood ; and that, by degrees, his fight 
t and underftanding would return. Agrippina^ and the young 
3 prince's fitter OdUvia, were both prefent, but drove to 
! conceal their grief and furprizc. Odiavia had learned from 

^ her infancy to difiemble every fymptom of grief and tender- 

nefs, and every other afFeftion of her foul ; but Agrippina, 



!c' fenfible that her laft refuge was fnatched from her, could not 

[i help betraying manifeft tokens of dread and confternation. 

i: Ho«^€ver, (he endeavoured to hide her concern ; fo that, 

^ after a (hort filence, the gaiety of the entertainment was 

1; refumedP. 

:r Upon the fame day were feen the untimely fate of Hisfune* 

iBritannicus, and his funeral pile, to which his body was ''*'• 

^ conveyed in the evening, all things belonging to his funeral 

^f having been previoufly prepared. His remains were depo- 

. Cted in the field of Mars, without any pomp, folemnity., or 

^ even a funeral oration, though he was the laft branch of 

the Claudian family, which had fubfifted in great fplendor, 

- and upon its own ftock, without adoptions, ever fince the 

time of Romulus. During the funeral ceremony, a vio* 

I ' lent and tempeftuous fliower of rain fell, which the popu- 

\ lace confidered as a declaration of the wrath of the gods for 

' fuch an enormous iniquity ; while others, refle^ing on the 

[ eternal difienfions of rival brothers^ and the unfociable 

^ genius of fovereignty, called it a venial crime \ 

Nero, by an edift, juftified the hafty difpatch of the ob- Neroy hj* 
fequies 5 complained, that in Britannicus he had loft the P^^'^'fi* 
fupporc of a brother ; and exhorted the fathers to cherifh, 
with the greater tendernefs, a prince, who alone furvived^ 
of a family born to fuftain the fovereign power. He then 
diftributed the pofleilions of Britannicus, his palaces in 
Rome, his manors and villas throughout Italy^ like fpoils 
taken in war, among the chief pcrfons of his court, to pur- 
chafe, by fuch donations^, their approbation, or, at leaft» 
their filence (H). In this diftribution Nero did not forget 

bis 
p Tacit. Ann. lib. xiii. cap. i6, 17. q Idem, cap. 17. 

(H) Tacitus tells us, that notwithftanding the feverity and 
fome were fevcrcly cenfured for uprightnefs they protefled. He 
flisH-ing in thefe diflributions, means, no doubt, Burrhus and 

Seneca; 
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his mother ; but could by no liberalities calm tier tm* 
peftuous fpirit. She carefled OAavia, the deceafed prince's 
fitter, and the emperor's wife ; held frequently fecret cabals 
with her confidents, and was amaffing treafure^ is if fhe 
had fome great defign to execute. She paid great atten« 
tion to the tribunes and centurions, and received, in the 
moft obliging manner, fuch of the nobility as came to wait 
upon her. Tbcfe meafures being reported to Nero, he 
withdrew the praetorian guards which attended her, as con« 
fort to the late emperor and mother to the prefent, and 
alfo the band of Germans, which, as a farther honour, had 
been added to the former : at the fame time he commanded 
her to quit the palace, and retire to the houfe which had 
belonged to her grandmother Antonia. He repaired thither 
fometimes to vifit her, but always furrounded with a osud 
of officers | and) withdrew, after a ihort compliment. 
Agrippina was immediately deferted in her new habitation; 
the throng of courtiers who daily frequented her levee, 
while ihe liyed in the palace, inftantly vanifhed ; no one 
appeared to confole her in her difgrace ; no one to vifit 
her, except a fmall number of ladies, and thefe not from 
any friendfiiip or affeAion, but to watch all the words and 
afbions of the difgraced princcfs, and carry them, with the 
ufual aggravations of tale*bearers, to the emperor. 

Among thefe was Julia Silana, whom Caius Siliushad 
divorced, to marry Mefialina. She was no lefs infamous 
for her Icwdnefs than renowned on account of h<r high 
birth and extraordinary beattty ; had been long clear to 
Agrippina ; and, for a confidcrable while, lived with her 
in great intimacy ; but being afterwards difgufled with her, 
for diverting Sexttus Africanus, a noble youth, from mar- 
rying her, flie refolved to make Agrippina pay dear for diat 
injury. With this view ihe inftru&ed two of her own crea« 
tures, Iturius and Calvlfiits, to accufe her of a defign to 
marry Rubellius Plautus, great grandfon of Auguftus, with 
a view to raife difturbances in the ftate. This furmifcwas 
by Iturius and Calvifius imparted to Atimetus, the freedman 
of Domitia, Nero's aunt, and by him to Paris, thecele* 
brated player, who was alfo Domitta's freedman. P*"* 
haftened to the emperor, laid before him a minute det»l 



Seneca ; but endeavours to ex- 
cufe tbem, by adding, that 
they were perhaps forcea to ac- 
cept the prefents by the autho- 
rity of the emperor, who being 
fiuug with the guilt of bis 



own confcience, hoped that his 
crimes would be overlooked, " 
by largeffes he could moUCf 
a3 it were, in the fame guilt, 
perfons of fueh credit and re« 
putation. 

<rf 
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of the pretended confpiracyi and fo alarmed dim} that, 
vrithoat any farther inquiries, he refolved not only to put 
his mother and Plautus to death, but to remove Burrhus, 
the captain of his guards, as one who owed his promotion 
to Agrippina. Nero could not be diverted from the im- 
pious purpofe of killing his mother, till Burrhus undertook Burrhus 
to fee her executed^ in cafe flic were convifted of the crimes iutercidtt 
laid to her charge ; but every one, he faid, ought to be ^^^ **''' 
heard before condemnation, more efpecially a mother. 
Early next morning Burrhus and Seneca, attended by fome 
of the emperor's freedmen, to liften to their difcourfe, went 
to wait on Agrippina, to notify the charge brought againfl: 
her, and give in the names of her accufers. She received 
them with great haughtinefs ; and, when her crifties were 
explained to her, defended herfelf with l?er wonted fierce- 
nefs, but atthe£imejtime, with fuch energy, that Seneca Bhiufwnd 
and Burrhus, convinced of her innocence, not only declar- innocent, 
cd her free from all guilt, but, at her requeft, prevailed ^^^^^^»rni 
with the emperor to grant her an interview. Upon this oc- JJJ^^^f " 
cafion, flie took not the lead notice of the crimes laid to 
her charge, as if her innocence were fufficiently known, 
nor of the obligations he owed her, left flie fliould fqem to 
reproach him with ingratitude ; but confidently demanded, 
that vengeance fliould be taken of her accufers, and fuitablc 
rewards conferred on her friends ; in both which demand^ 
ihe was gratified. 

Among her friends, Feni us Rufus was honoured with the 
charge of fupplying the city with corn ; to Aruntius Stella 
was given the dire^ion of certain public (hows ; to Caius 
Balbillus was affigned the government of Egypt ; and that 
of Syria to Publius Anteius, who was neverthelefs, under 
various pretences, detained at Rome. Of her accufers, Si* 
lana, CalvifiuSi and Iturius, were fent into exilt ; againft 
Atimetus fentence of death was pronounced, and executed ; 
but Paris, the emperor's infeparable companion in his de« 
bauches, was difmiffed without any punifliment '. This 
year Pallas and Burrhus were charged with a defign of 
raifing to the empire Cornelius Sylla, who had married An- 
tonia, the late emperor's daughter : but the charge appear- 
ing evidently forged, they were both declared innocent* 
The arrogance of Pallas, however innocent, gave, on this 7hiarr9^ 
occafion, no fmall offence ; for the accufer naming fome of ganct of 
his freedmen, whom he pretended to have been his accom- ^^^* 
plices, the franchifed flave had the impudence to anfwer, 
that he never condefcended to fpeak to any of his domeftic$> 

' Tacit, lib. xiii, capi io«-2«i 

but 
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\vX xonftantly ITgniiied hit plcafure to them by a hod, i 
motion of his hand, or, if bis commands confifted of many 
paiticularsi in wriring^ that they might thus learn refpea 
for their mafter. Burrhust though accufed, (kt ahd Toted 
with the other judges, by whom the accufi^r Petiis wai con^ 
demned to baniihment. Towards the cidfe 6f the year the 
emperor caufed the cohort to be removed, which ufed to at- 
tend as a guard at the piibUc fportSj* to exhibit a plauGble 
appearance of popular^ liberty, and alfo to prevent tbe fol- 
diery from tainting their difcipline with the licentioufnefsof 
the theatre • (I). . 

During the following year, Quintus VoIuCus Satumlnus 
and P. Cornelius Scipio being confuls, Nero began to in^ 
dulge with more liberty his youthful inclinations, bis de- 
bauched companions} efpecially Otho and Senecio, inccf^ 
fantly repeating in his ears, that he was no longer a child, 
to be awed by a Burrhus, or a Seneca $ that they ought to 
tremble before him, as their fovereigtt, and not he before 
Nifaban- them, as his tutors and mafters. As youth are more fufcep- 
dtmhim-^ tible of bad than good counfels, the young prince, notwith- 
'wUtmgmtui ftanding the wholfome advice of his governors, abandoned 
dtbMMcAgrj. himfelf to unfeafonable revellings, and illed Rome within^ 
numerable diforders ; for, unmindful of his rank, and dif' 
guifed in the habit of a flave, he in the night fcouredthe 
ftreets, the public inns, and the ftews, followed by his de^ 
* bauched companions, who feized, as lawful prey, whatever 
they found expofed to fale, and aflaulted all they met. h 
thefe frolicksi he often ran great dangers* and once wasfo 
wounded in the face, that he ever afterwards bore the fear, 
no one imagining it was the emperor who thus roamed and 
rioted about the city ; but when that adventure came to be 
known, his name was falfly aflumed as a cloak by others, 
who, in feparate gangs^ pfe£lifed the fame excefles; fo 
that dangerous tumults happened almofl: every tiighl in 
Rome (K). jjg 

• Xaeit. Ann. lib. tWu cap. ii— 14. 

(I) Such was Nero, during (K) The prince liayiflg<»« 

the firfl year of his reign, when night offered (bme afiroot to a 

he gloried in not having ihed womanofdiftindion, asftcwas 

one drop of blood, s)s we learn returning home in the dark, h«f 

from the books of clemency, hufband, Julius Montanus, a 

which Seneca infcribed to him fenator, who attended her, not 

fome time after he had entered only repulfed the aggrcftr,but 

the nineteenth year of his age, handled him (b roughly, dut 

that is, about the fifty -fifth of he was, for feveral days, oblipd 

the Chriftiau aeia. to keep his room: Suetonius 

fays, 



t!e liicewifc took great delight in inflaming ttic dificrerit 
fa£t:ions in the theatre^ that favoured particular players y 
and when they were engaged, as it were, in combat, it wad 
a great diverfien to him to throw ftones and pieces oif . 
broken benches among thehi, with which he once dariger- 
oufly wounded a praetor in the head. Thefc tumults rent 
tlie whole city into parties and fadiions, fome favouring on^ 
player, and fome another i infomuch that greater and nior^ 
dangerous comihotibfiis beingf apprehended, no other re- 
medy was found, but that of driving the playel% out of f^ay&i 
Italy, and recalling the foldiers to guard the theatre at the ^?j!^ '*' 
celebration of the public fliews ^ ^ ^-^^ 

The next confuls were Nero, the fecond time, andL. Cal- ^^f'^l 
purnius Pifo, who, after fix months, refigned the fafces to vw^^^. 
Ducennius Geminus arid Pompeius Paulinus. This yeaf nerofity!' 
the emperor remitted the duty upon the fale of flaves 5 dif- good-na^ 
tributed to the populace a largefs of four hundred fmall turct &c^ 
fefterces a man ; and iffued an edi£i, forbidding all gover- 
nors of provinces to exhibit any public fliews, knowing that 
fuch afts of munificence were only defigned to fufpend the 
clamours of the people, who, in the end, bore the whole 
charge ; fo that the liberality of their governors, and their 
avarice, concurred equally to undo them. He likewife rea- 
dily cOnfented to a decree of the fenate, etiaSing, that, iif 
any one was killed by his flaves, thofe who had been manu^ 
mitted, if they ftill continued under the fame roof, fliould 
be executed with his other flaves. Lucius Varius, who had 
been conful, but formerly degraded for extortion. He re* 
ftored to his rank 5 and referred Pomponia Graecina, a lady 
of great diftinftion, accufed of having embraced a foreign 
fuperftition, probably the Chriftian religion, purfuant to the 
ancient cuftom, to the inquifition of her hufband. She was 

t Tacit. Ann»1. lib. xiii. cap. 25. Suet. cap. 16. Dio, in £xcel-pt* 
Vail. p. 685. 

fays, he was almofl killed. How- naces, to kill himfelf. Thence* 

ever, he diflcmbled this treat- forth the emperor became more 

ment fo long as it remained un- cautious, and was conftantly 

known to whom it had been of- attended, in his no6lurnal ram^* 

fered ; but Montanus having at ble, by a party of his guards, 

laft difcovered it was the em- and a numerous train of gla- 

peror, and thereupon implored, diators following him at fome 

by a letter, his forgivenefs, Nt- diftance, who,^ however, were 

n>, thinkmg he reproached him, ordered not to interpofe, till tbe^ 

by owning he knew him, o** prince's party was quite over** 

Uiged him, by threats and me- come (i}« 

(1) Tacit. Annal* lib. xiii. cap. %%^ 
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ried to Aulu$ Plautlus, the fame who, by his conqtiefts lii 
Britain in the reign of Claudius, had d^ferved an ^?i- 
tion. Plautius aflembled his relations, took, together with 
them, cogni2iance of the behaviour and reputation of his 
wife, and declared her iimocent. 

The following year Nero entered upon his third conful- 
(bip» but held it only four months. liis colleague was Va« 
lerius Meffala, to whom, as he was of an illuftrious family, 
but, by misfortunes, reduced to poverty, the emperor ge- 
neroufly prefented a yearly penfion of five hundred great 
fefterces. At the fame time he afiigned annual appoint- 
ments to other fenators, who did not deferve them, as they 
had waded their paternal wealth in voluptuoufnefs and riot- 
ous living. Publius Suilius, an abandoned accufer, who 
had made a great figure during the reign of Claudius, and, 
with his venal eloquence, procured the ruin of many illuf- 
trious citizens, was arraigned of various crimes : he ipas 
charged with the death of Poppsea Sabina, of Julia the 
daughter of Dfufus, of Valerius Afiaticus, of Lucius Sa* 
turninus, of Cornelius Lupus, and of whole bands of Ro- 
man knights, condemned at his inftigatioii : in ihort, all 
the cruelties committed in the late reign were imputed to 
Suilius. In his defence he urged, that he had engaged in 
none of thefe accufations voluntarily, but adled purely in 
obedience to the prince. Nero checked this plea, ty de- 
claring, that from the memoirs of Claudius, it evidently 
appeared, that no accufation had been undertaken by his 
order. The accufed then pleaded the commands of Mefl'a- 
lina : but this too was reckoned a weak defence \ for why, 
it was faid, had no other advocate than Suilius been iingled 
out to accomplifli the bloody purpofes of that proflitute ? 

Seneca feems to have been the chief and moft fanguine 
promoter of this profecution ; for agamft him chiefly Sui- 
lius inveighed, reproaching him with having contaminated 
the beds of princefles, rneaning Julia, Germanicus's daugh- 
ter ; with hunting after inheritances, and catching the rich 
and childlefs, as it were, in his net ; with his exhaulting 
all Italy, and the provinces, by his excefSve ufury; with 
amafling, by what precepts of wifdom, by what principles 
of philofophy, he faid he knew not, a treafure of more than 
fev^i millions, in the (hort fpace of four years. Thefe re- 
proaches, fays Tacitus, did not a little taint the reputation 
and charadler of his antagonift Seneca. Suilius, however, 
was condemned, and baniflied to the Balearic iflands on 
the coaft of Spain. In hatred to him, his fon Nerulinus 
was alfo arraigned 5 but Nero interpofed, alleging, that pub- 
lic- 
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lie Vengeance was fufficiently fatiated by the punifhment of 
the father ". 

It was at this period that Nero conceived a paflion for the . 
celebrated Poppsea Sabina ; a pafTion which proved the 
fource of heavy calamities to the Roman (late. She was 
the daughter of another Poppaea Sabina, put to death by 
MefTalina's orders, as we have already related, and of Titus 
Ollius, a fenator. As Poppseus Sabinus, her mother's fa- 
ther, had borne the confular dignity, and been honoured 
with triumphal ornaments, (he borrowed his name, and 
called herfclf Poppfea Sabina ; for, to her own father, the 
friend(hip of Sejanus had proved fatal before he had attained 
to that dignity. She pofleiTed every ornament becoming Poppdpa 
her fex,, except that of virtue : in beauty {he excelled all Sabina* s 
the women of her time ; her wit, engaging addrefs, and chara&tr. 
fprightly converfation, charmed all who converfed with her x 
but her lewdnefs knew no bounds ; nor was (he controlled 
in the purfuit of it by any refpedl to reputation. Between 
hufband )&nd adulterer (he made no diftinflion, fays Ta« 
citus, but was ever ready to gratify her own inclinations, 
"without regarding any ties, however binding. Hence, 
though (he was married to Riifus Crifpinus, a Roman knight, 
and by him had a fon, fhe was not aihamed to leave him, 
and live publicly with Otho, a gay youth, the emperor's 
reiening favourite. This commerce of adultery was foon 
followed by their marriage, Crifpinus readily confentingto 
a divorce. Otho, now her hu(band, was continually ex- > 
tolling to Nero the beauty and charms of his wife, prompt- 
ed either by the indifcreet warmth of a lover, or by a de- 
fire of kindling in the young prince's breaft the like padion, 
and procuring, from their common enjoyment of the fame 
"woman, an additional fupport to his prefent authority. 

Nero's paflion was eafily inflamed : he defired to fee Pop- 
paea ; an interview was appointed \ and the emperor, in his 
firft converfation with her, was fo captivated with her foft 
arts, with her addrefs and care(res, that he carried her to 
the palace, where fhe was detained. But the artful Pop- Skicafii* 
paea, when (he had wrought up the prince's affection to 'vata 
the higheft pitch, changed her former behaviour into haugh- ^^^^* 
tinefs, importuning the emperor to let her return to her 
hulband, whom, of all men, (he thought the moft deferv- 
ing, the moft worthy of her afieaion. Otho was immedi* 
ately forbidden the palace, debarred all intercourfe, and 
even accefs to the emperor ; and foon after, to prevent any 
communication with Poppaea, preferred to the government , 

tt Tacit. Anna!, lib. xiit. cap. 4X, 43. 
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of Lufitania ; a government which he adminiftered for die 
fpace of ten years with eminent uprightnefs and honoar, 
having acquired no lefs reputation in authority by his gra- 
vity and regular conduft, than he had deferved infamy in 
a private ilation^ by a moft voluptuous and diifohite life^ 
Thus Nero enjoyed Poppaea without a rival, and was, for 
forac tinic, entirely governed by her pernicious and deftnic- 
tive counfels. This year Cornelius Sylla, who had married 
Antonia, the daughter of Claudius, being falfly accufed of 
confpiring againft the emperor, was baniihed, and confined 
within the walls of Marfeilles *. As the people complain- 
ed loudly of the arbitrary exadions of the publicans, Nero 
defigned to fupprefs all taxes and duties, thinkingjthat in- 
dulgence the grcateft bounty he could beftow upon mankindi 
but the fenate, after many encomiums on his magnanimity, 
reflrained him, by remonftrating, that the fnppreffion of 
all taxes muft ncceffarily be attended with the diflblution of , 
the empire. The prince, therefore, contented himfclf with 
ordaining, that all the regulations relating to the revenues, 
which till then had been tept fecret, ihould be hung up in j 
public, to the end that every one might know the prccife j 
fum he was to contribute ; that the publicans ftouid ti3& \ 
no claims more than a year back ; that all caufes againft 
them fhould be immediately heard and determined by the 
praetor at Rome, and, in the provinces, by the proprsetofs 
and proconfuls. He laid other equitable injuniSions, which 
however foon grew obfolete ; though the fupprefiionrfAe 
qnadrage&ma, or fortieth penny, and of the quinquagcfima, 
or fiftieth, as alfo of fome other impofitions, continued in 
force, at leaft till the reign of Adrian. At the feme time, 
to encourage the bringmg of grain from the tranfmanDe 
provinces^ it was ordained, that it fhould be imported 
duty free '. 

In Germany, the commanders of the Roman armies hav- 
ing no enemy to contend with, kept their troops employed 
in various public works. Paulinud Pon[ipeias, who coJn- 
manded in Lower Germany, cort>pleted a dam, vhich 
Drufus had begun (ixty three years beforfe, to reftrainthe 
overflowing of the Rhine. Lucius Vetus, who cobimandcd 
in Upper Germany, undertook a work great, fttrpendousy 
and worthy of the Roman grandeur ; which was, to dig a 
canal of communication between the Satme andtfee'Mo- , 
felle, that the armies from Italy, tranfportcd by fea into the 
Rhone, and thence into the Saone, might faljythfough thif | 

w Tacit, cap. 45» 46. Suet, in Otb. cap. 3. JoYcph. Antiq lib.?* 
cap. 7. « Tacit- Annal. Ub..xiii. cap. 47, / Wc© m* \ 

^P'-Sii 5** Suet, cap. 10. . 
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,cajial iiito the Mofelle, thence through the Rhine into the 
ocean. But ^lius Gracilis, governpr of Belgic GauJ, 
thrawgh which the Mofelle flowed, jealous of the glory 
which Vetus would have acquired iby fo great and ufeful 
an undertaking, cautioned him not to bring his troops into 
^aoothex's province, a^d at the fame time threatened him 
.with the aiipleafure Ojf the emperor, who would be alarmed 
Vt fuph an ,enterprize, imagining it undertaken with a pri- 
vate view to court the aSe^ions of the Gauls. Thus was 
that glorious project defeated ^ 

Paulinus being fucceeded by Dubius Avitus, and Vetus 
iy T. Curulius Mancjas, the Frifians, under th,e condudb Thi Fri- 
of Verrjtus ar\d Malarigis, pofiefled themfelves of certain fi^^ P^f" 
xinpccupicd (lands, which h^d been applied to the ufe of th^ -^^^ ^^^" 
Kom^n foidiers, who ufed to fend their horfes apd cattle to i^ds he^ 
graze there. They had already .founded their dwellings, Ungingt^ 
and fown the fields, when Avitus threatened to drive them theK%* 
from thence, unlefe they firft obtained from the emperor a *'^**" 
grant of thofe territories. In coxifequence of this declara- 
tion, the two chiefs proceeded to Rome, where, till they 
(;ould have an audience of Nejo, among the feveral fights 
.which were ufually exhibited to ftran^ers, they were coo- 
clu£ted to JPompey^s theatre, to ai&ft at a public fliew. 
There, while they were furveying with aftoniflimcnt the 
^multitudes of people, and informing themfelves which ^ere 
the Roman knights, and where fat the fenators, they dif- 
covered certain perfpris in a foreign drefs, fitting amoi^ 
jtbe latter, and aiked >^ho they were. ** This is a diftine- 
^tion (anfwered the interpreter}, conferred by the Roman 
people on the ambafiadors of finch nations as have figna* 
lized their bravery in war, and fidelity towards us.*' & fo 
(replied the two chiefs), we claim a right to fit there too ; 
for, amongft men, there is not a nation whichi in fidelity 
and feats of arms, furpafles the Germans :*' fo faying, they 
placed themfelves among the fenators ; and, for this honefi 
freedom, were highly applauded by the numerous afiem-« 
bly. Nero honoured them both with the rights of Roman 
citizens : but commanded the;m to abaiiilon their new pof^ 
felfions ; an order which their countrymen refufing to obey, ^^t driven 
Avitus, by a fudden irruption, put many to the fword, and Jj^^J^f^^^ 
forced the reft to withdraw ». . . ^ "*^''"'- 

Some time after this event, the Anfibarii, being driven V**^^. 
from their own country by the Chauci, took poflcffion of j^ulj^^ 
the fame lands, fupported by the neighbouring nations, who jeUuts •/ 
pitied their forlorn condition, and led by Boiocalus, a man the famt 
ol great renown, and of known fidelity towards the Ro* ^^* 

i Tacit. Ann, lib xiii. cap.53. * Idem ibid, cap, 54— 'S^. 
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mans. He reprefented to Avitus, m behalf of tiimfelf and 
his people, that on the revolt of the Cherufci^ when Varus 
and bis legions were flaughteredi be had been thrown into 
bonds by Arminius ; that he had afterwards ferved under 
Tiberius, then under Germanicus, and to the merit of fifty 
years fervice was ready to add that of fubmitting bis people 
to the empire of Rome. He remonftrated, that the territory 
in difpute was large, and lay wafte ; that he might allow 
to an unhappy people, driven from their own hahitations, 
fettlements in it, and, at the fame time, retain wide tracls 
for the horfes and cattle of the Roman foldiers to gra^e and 
range in ; that it was inconfiftent with humanity to famiih 
men, in order to feed beads ; and incompatible with reli* 
gion, to devote to difmal deferts and folitude any P^^ of 
the earth, which was, by the gods, appropriated to the 
children of men ; that fuch parts of it as none poMed 
were free and common to all. Then raifing his eyes to 
the fun, and the other celeftial luminarijes, he aiked them, 
how they could bear to behold a defojate foil ? and afked , 
if they would not more juftly let loofe the fea to fwallov 
up ufurpers, who thus ingrofled the earth ? Avitus, pw- 
Toked at this language, made no other reply, than that the 
weakeft man muft fubmit to the more powerful ; and that 
Cncc the gods, to whom they appealed, had left the fore- 
reign judgment to the Romans, they would fufFer nootlier 
judges than themfelves. This anfwer he gave in public; but 
to Boiocalushe privately offered lands, as an acknowlegemeot 
of his long attachment to the Romans. This offer the brave 
German confidered as a price propofed for betraying h'S 
• people, and reje&ed it with indignation ; adding, " A place 
to live in we may want ; but a place to die in we cannot 
Thus they parted, with mutual animofity. 

The Anfibarii invited into a confederacy the hordering 
nations; but Curtilius Mancias, who commanded in Upper 
Germany, paffing the Rhine at the head of his legions* 
threatened them with defolation and flaughter, if they af- 
forded any affiftance to the enemies of Rome. On the other 
hand, they were -awed by Avitus, who likewifc appeared 
with his legions on the banks of the Rhine ; fo that the 
unhappy Anfibarii, deferted by all, had recourfe to the 
Ufipitcs, the Tiibantcs, the Catti, and Cherufci, begging 
' leave to fettle in their territories ; but being every where 
driven out as enemies and intruders, in the courfe of thefe 
loiig and various peregrinations, the people periihed . 



^ Tacit< Annal. Hb> xiii. cap« 57. 
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This year tbe Juhones, a people in alliance with Rome, Afubtirrm- 
who are fuppofed to have inhabited the counties of NafTau neowfin. 
and Ifemburg) were affli£led with a fudden irruption of 
fubterraneous fire ; which confumed their farms, towns, 
^nd dwellings, and was advancing with great fury to the 
walls of Cologne^ when certain boors, after having in vain 
attempted to extinguifh it with water, and other ufual ex*> 
pedients, tranfported with rage^ attacked it at a diftance 
with vollies of (tones. This aflault, to their great furprize, 
allayed its fury ; which no fooncr began to abate, than they 
proceeded to a clofer attack with clubs and blows^ as in an ^ 
encounter with an enemy ; and at length, which was ftill Ho*w ex* 
more furprifing, they quite vanquifhed the conflagration, tinguified. 
by throwing their garments upon the flames ^. 

This year Domitius Corbulo, the greateft general of his ^^^^^^^ 
age, completed thq reduilion of Armenia, by expelling cwbuh 
rnridates, brother to Vologefes, king of the Parthians, and 
making himfelf mafter of Artaxata, the mod important 
place of the whole kingdom* Of the glorious exploits of 
this brave officer, we have given an account in our hiftory 
of Armenia : therefore we fliall only add, that, for the fuc- 
cefs which had attended Corbulo's arms, Nero was pro* 
claimed emperor ; and, by a decree of the fenate, days of 
public thankfgiving were appointed, with ftatues of Vic- 
tory to the prince, triumphal arches, and perpetuity of the 
confulfhip. It was alfo decreed, that the day when the 
city of Artaxata was taken, the day when the new^ arrived 
at Romis, and the day which produced that decree, (hould 
all be for ever kept as feftivals. This motion was oppofed 
by C^ius Caffius ; who obferved, that were every inftance 
of public profperity to be attended with public thankfgiving, 
the whole year would not aflford days fuflScient for fuch 
folemnities) a juft diftribution (he faid) ought therefore 
to be made between d^ys of devotion and days of bufinefs, 
that the worihip pf the gp4s might not interfere with the 
occupations of ?ncn *. 

Hitl^erto Nero's adminiftration was much applauded^ and 
is generally extolled by biftorians ; Trajan, an excelleiit 
prince, is faid to have propofedto himfelf the firft five years 
of Nero's reign, as the moll accompliOied model of an equit- 
able government •. It is certain, however, that this year, ^'*<«' . 
the fixth of his reign, when Caius Vipfanius Apronianus, J^f/ ^ 
^nd Caius Fonteius Capito were confuls, produced an in- con^£f. 

« Idem, ibid* Birag. Nnm. p. 91. ^ Tacit. An nal. lib. xiii. 

cap. 34* * Aur. Vi£^. in epit. 
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ftance of the blacked and moft unnatural iniquity recorded 
in hiftorVf tliat of ^ mother murdered by a Ton, who waj 
indebtea to her not only for his life but for the empire, 
and that very power which, by an apoftacy from nature, 
he impibufiy employed againft ner. This horrid attempt, 
which will render the name of Nero execrable to thelatcft 
poftcrity, we (hall relate, as it has been tranfmitt^ tou$ 
by the moft unexceptionable hiftorians of antiquity. 

Agrippina had, after the late groundlefs charge brought 
againft her, in fome degree, regained the emperor's favouii 
and continued to bear no fmall fway at court, till Poppca 
was introduced. That ambitious proftitute aimed at no- 
thing l^fs than folemnly marrying the emperor \ but asfiie 
could never hope to fee Odlavia divorced, nor herfelf ho- 
noured with imperial wedlock, during the life of Agrip- 
pina, Ihe made it her whole ftudy to inflame Nero againft 
her, fometimcs jeering him by the farcaftical name of pupil, 
^lindly fubje£l to the capricious humour of a woman, and 
fo far from being fuflfered to rule the empire, that he was 
liot allowed that liberty which every private Roman enjojed 
^8 his birth-right. She added atrocious calumnies againft 
.Agrippina, as if ihe harboured defigns againft his life; 
9nd threatened to abandon him, that (be might not be a« 
pofed to the dangers by which he was furrounded. Her 
complaints and expoftulations, enforced with fighs, tears, 
jind all the foft artifices which the deceitful adulterefs pof- 
feifed in an eminent degree, pierced the foul of Nero: in 
behalf of Agrippina no one interpofed, all at court being 
overjoyed to fee her authority crufiied, but no one ima- 
gining the fon would ever be hardened to fuch a pitch of 
iniquity, as inhumanly to fpijl the blood of his mother ^ 

Agrippina, apprifed of the views and artifices of Poppaeaj 
left nothing unaticmpted, which thirft of power could fug- 
geft, to retain her wonted don>inion. Authors who lived 
m thofe times, and to whofe authority Tacitus pays gnat 
deference, tell us, that the luft of ruling tranfportcd her 
to fuch extravagant, and almoft incredible lengths, that 
while Nero was much heated with wine, and banqueting, 
flie accoftcd him, gaily attired; and, without any regard 
to fame or modefty, prompted him to a crime no left ^ 
pugnant to nati^re than that which he foon after cojptnit- 
ted. Seneca, who was prcfent, obiferving the prince, whik 
he was thus intoxicated, inclined to yield to the folicitations 
of bis mother, for an antidote againft the enticements of 



* T^cit. Ann. lib. ^if ♦ cpp. i, Pio, lib, Uviii. 
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one woman, had recourfe to another, and Introduced AGte: 
By means of this diverfion, the unnatural commerce was 
prevented ; but the reputatioh of Seneca was fomewhat 
tarniibed, who might, by fome other expedient more worthy 
of a philofopher, have diverted the princ^ from fuch a 
monftrous impurity (L). 

Nero^ dreading the infamy which the bare fufpicion of 
fuch a deteftable crime would refle£t on his charafiker, and 
being told, that the foldiery would never bear the dominion 
of a prince thus contaminated, began thenceforth to avoid 
all private conferences with his mother 5 a referve which 
gave Poppsea a favourable opportunity of inflaming him ftiU 
niore againft her, ti^l at length ibe wrought him to a refo- 
lution of delivering himfelf, by a parricide, from one who, 
(he faid, was his dr^ad and torment. He was now, there- Ktro n* 
fore, only in fufpence about the means of difpatching her, fii*va ta 
whether by poifon^ the fword, or fome odier contriv- ^fi^^ f^^* 
ance. 

While he revolved various methods of taking her ofl^ Amatus^ m 
Anicetus ofFered his fervice and his dexterity. He was a franchijed 
franchifed flave, and had been tutor to Nero in lys infancy} Myu ««- 
but was now commander of the fleet which rode at Mife- *I^** *^J 
num. As he was an in^placable enemy to Agr^ppina, he defirmm 
"undertook to contrive a veflel in fuch a manner that he hir* 
could (ink it at pleafure.; and he obfervedj that if Agrippin^ 
were thus difpatched by Ihipwreck, no perfon could afcrib^ 
her death to the malice and contrivance of men. Nero 
was much pleafed with this device, becaufe he had ia fa- 
vourable opportunity to put it in execution, as he was then 
celebrating at Baiae the folemn feftival of Minerva calle4 
Quinquatrus, which began on the nineteenth of March^ 
and lafted five days. In order to entice bis mother thither, ^opn^ 
he pretended a defire to be reconciled to her, declaring, ''*.^'*^^* 
that children ought to bear with the humours of their pa- f^* 
rents ^ and that for himfelf, it was his duty tto forget all paft * 
provocations, and he fincerely reconciled to a tender mo- 
ther, to vhom he ovt^ed the fceptre which be fwayed. A 
general rumour of this pretended difpofitipn was immedii> 
ately fpread abroad, rejiched Agrippina, and found credit 

(L) Fabius Rufticus, a wri- in the detail we have given, all 

ter of tbofe times, afcrib<^8 this pther authors agree ; and it was 

noheard-of paflion not to Agrip- befldes confirmed, in Tacitus'^ 

pina^ but to Nero; and adds, time, by the teftimony of pof>u« 

that he was refcued from fo br fame* 
|re<i( an iofi^my by A(^e ; but^ 

with 
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with her, becaufe it flattered her wiihes. At the fame thne 
he wrote a letter to her, filled with the moft tender expref* 
fioiis of filial afie£lion and duty, inviting her to pafs the 
feftival with him at Baiae. 

Agrippxna, not fufpediing any treachery, though well 

Era£lifed in the dark devices of the court, deferred no longer 
er departure ; but embarking at Antium, where (he then 
was, failed to Bauli (M), an imperial villa between the cape 
of Mifenum and the gulf of Baiss. Thither Nero went to re- 
ceive his mother, met her upon the fhore, prefented his 
hand, embraced, and conduced her tothecaftle. Not far 
from the fhore, amongft feveral other veflels beloDging to 
the emperor, and the noblemen of bis court, rode that 
which had been contrived by Anicetus, more pompous an4 
gaudy than the reft, as if Nero, by that diftlndlion, intended 
additional honour to his n^other ; but flie, having had fome 
intimation of the plot, when invited onboard, declared (he 
chofe to go to Baiae by land ; and accordingly was carried 
thither in a fedan. Upon her arrival, the behaviour of 
Nero, obliging beyond expreffion, and free from all man- 
ner of afFe£tation, allayed her fears. He treated her with 
the utmoft magnificence, yielded to her at table the moil 
honourable place, entertained her with great variety of di- 
verfions, granted atl the favours (he afked in behalf of 
herfelf or her friends, and, in converfation, broke fome^ 
times out into fallies of youthful gaiety, difcourfing at other 
timeS) with an air of gravity, of ftate affairs, as if he really 
had reftored his confidence to her, and was fincerely dif* 

f^ofcd to follow her advice. Having, by means of tbefeen^ 
baring carefTes, removed all her fufpicions, he protraded tbe 
banquet till the night was far advar^ced \ aiid^ in the mean 
time, gave private orders to the commander of one of Ws 
galleys to run foul of that which had conveyed Agrippiw 
to Bauli, and difable it, that fiie might be obliged to em- 
bark in the vefTel contrived for her deftru£lion. When the 
fcaft was over, Nero acquainted her with the misfortune 
which had happened to her own veffel, begged her to ac- 
cept of the other, and ordered the admiral hinifelf, Anice- 
tus, to attend her to Antium. The emperor accompanied 
her in perfon to the fliore, and, at parting, hung uponhci( 

(M) This villa belonged firft this time it was poffciTcd by tbc 

to H Often fius, the celebrated emperor, and long after by 

orator, and afterwards to Anto- Symmachus. 
nia, the wife of Drufus ( i ). At 



(i) Plin. lib. ix. cap. 55. 
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neck, kiiCng her with fuch tendernefs, that he left it un« 
certain, as our hiftorian obferves, whether he meant, by 
that paflionate behaviour, to cloak his horrid defign, or 
whetner his fpirit, however fierce aiid favage, could not 
witbftand the more powerful efforts of nature, at the laft 
fight of a mother juft going to perifh K 

The fea proved fmooth and calm, the night clear, and the Jgri^pitta 
ftars fhone in full luftre. Agripplna, when fhe embarked, difignedhf 
vas attended only by two perfons, Crepercius Gall us, who -^'^" . . 
ftood in the fteerage, and a lady named Aceronia PoUa, ^'^^^ ' 
who lay at her feet, and was entertaining her with the 
pleafing difcourfe of the rembrfe of her fon, and his fincere 
reconciliation; when fuddenly, upon a fignal given, the 
deck over that quarter was loofened, and, being purppfcly 
loaded with a great quantity of lead, funk violently down, 
and crufhed Crepercius to death. Agrippina and Aceronia 
were defended by the ports of the bed where they lay, which 
happened to be too ftrong to yield to the weight ; neither 
did the veffel open, as had been concerted, fuch of the ma- 
riners, as had not been entrufted with the plot, obftrufting 
the meafures of thofe who were. The latter, finding this 
expedient defeated, ftrove to overfet the veffel by running 
all to one fide i but the other mariners, not privy to the de- 
fign, at the fame time ftruggling to preferve her, by ba- 
lancing the contrary way, Ihe was not at once fwaHowed 
up, but funk by degrees ; fo that Agrippina and Aceronia 
fell foftly into the fea. The latter, fcreaming out, for the 
more fpeedy relief, that (he was Agrippina, and paflionately 
calling upon the crew to fuccour the prince's mother, was 
by them purfued with their poles and oars, and fo flain. 

Agrippina never fpoke, and being therefore lefs known, skaf* 
efcapcd, with one wound only on her flioulder : with fwim- capes^ 
ming, and the timely affiftance of fome fiiher-boats, which 
rowed out to fuccour her, (he reached the lake Lucrinus, 
from whence (he was conveyed to her own villa. There, 
reflefting upon the danger which (he had efcaped j the fate 
of Aceronia, miftaken for herfelf, and defignedly flain ; the 
manner in which the veffel, under (helter of the (hore, not 
toffed by the winds, nor ftriking upon the rocks, had yielded* 
in its upper part, and been purpofely overfet, flie con- 
cluded, that, for this very end, (he had been enfnared by 
the fraudulent letters of her fon, and for this treated by him 
with fuch extraordinary marks of honour. However, (he oudSf^ 
thought it advifable to diffemble the whole, and, although {^"Jf/^wA 

% Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. cap. 4. Suet. cap. 34. Dio, lib. Ixi. p. 695. 

well 
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«rell upprifed of chefe bhck devices, to wlk a$ if (he was ea- 
Cirely ignorant of them. Widi this yiew, ihe difpatcbed 
Agerinus her freedouin, to acquaint the ei^eror with the 
danger ihe had efcaped by the providence ill the gods and 
his imperial fortune ; and %o entreat hin^, tbat» however 
alarmed at the mi&fortune which had threatened hie mother, 
he would poftpone the trouble of yj£ting her, for what (he 
granted at prefent was reft. In the niean time, diiguifing 
her fear, and counterfeiting perfe£i fecur^ty, (he caufed her 
wound to be dreflfed ; and calling for the laft will .of Ac&- 
ronia^ ordered all her eflPeds to be regiftcred, and fealcd 
wp^ 

Nero had pafled -the night in great uneafinefs and anxiety, 
attending to the fuccefs of his defign ; and, while he was 
hourly expe^ng exprefTes to inform him that the parricide 
was executed, tidings arrived that his mother had efcaped 
Ntro^s only with a flight wound. At this information, he was 
fears upon ftruck with horror and difmay, not doubting but that fierce 
'fV^'*^- ^P^"^» ^^^ n^n hafty revenge, would either arm the flaves, 
then *^' inflame the rs^ge of the foldicry ^ainft him, or have recourfe, 
, with a tragical reprefentation or the whole plot, to the fe- 
nate and people. Thus terrified and confounded, he im- 
naediately fent for Burrhus and Seneca, who perhaps had 
not before been acquainted with the iconfpiracy. To them 
^e notified his difappointment, protefting, that, in the pre- 
fent emergency, he had no refource, no protedion, no one 
to advife with, but them- They both kept filence, either 
becaufe they thought it was in vain to difluade him from a 
defign on which they faw him determined, or becaufe they 
believed matters already pufhed fo far, that, unlefs Agrip- 
pina foon perifhed, Nero certainly mM^* At length Se* 
neca, who ufed always to fpeak firft, looked at Burrhus, as 
if he aflced him, whether orders for the difpatching of 
Agrippina might not be trufted to the foldiery under his 
command. Burrhus underilood him, and anfwered, that 
the praetorian guards were fo zeajoufly attached to the name 
of the Cxfars, fo fond of the family and memory pf Ger- 
manicus, that they would never engage in any cruel or 
bloody attempt againft their defcendants. He added, that 
Anice'u$ Anicetus ought to accomplifli what he had begun. Ani- 
'^^^^'a^'a cetus undertook, without hefita^ion, to acquit himfelf of 
'*«r^tfr/ ' ^^^ engagement; asid Nero, exclaiming, that Anicetus pre* 
feated him that day with the empire, urged him to ufe di£^ 

* Tacit. Ann. lib, xiv. cap. 1--5. Dio, p. 695. Suet, lib. \u 
«p. J*. 
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patch. In the mean time Agerinits, arriving from Agrip- 
pina, with the news of her difafter and efcape, was imme- 
diately admitted to the emperor ( by whofe orders, as he , 
was deliv^ering his meflage^ a dagger was dropped between 
his legs ) and then, on pretence that he had been fent to 
murder the prince, he was immediately Ibaded with irons« 
artd dragged to prifon^ This fable was forged to fupport 
another ; for Nero pretended, that his dcftruoiion had been 
concerted by his mother j and that (he, upon the difcovcry * 
of her treafon, had put an end to her own life, to avoid the 
punifhmenc (he deferved '. 

In the mean time, the report of the dahger which threat- Zealofthg 
ened A*grippina at fea, and was looked upon as the efleft populace^ 
of chance, flying abroad, the peeple from all quarters JJf^^^f^ 
flocked to the ihofe to affift her : fome crouded into barks f^gf. Jamir; 
and ikifFs ; others entered the fea, and waded to the neck : 
nay, fome ftretched out their arms to catch and receive 
her ; fo that the whole coaft refounded with lamentations 
for her misfortonc, vows for her deliverance, and the in- 
diflind: clamour of a multitude, folicitous about her fafety. 
When they undei*ftood that Ihe was out of danger, they 
baftened to congratulate her ; but Anicetus arriving with Htr hufe 
ati armed band of marines, they all difperfed. Then the f>ffi^ «^/A 
fra*nch^ifcd flave, having bcfct tbe villa with a guard, burft ^^'^^'^ 
opcft the gates, fecured fuch of her flavcs as offered to flop 
hirn, ^fid advanced to the door of her chamber, which h« 
fotmd> guarded by a fmail number of her friends, who, at 
the ftght of fo many armed men^ immediately fled, and 
left her with one maid only. She was already very uneafy, 
thaft no perfoh had yet arrived from her fon, when (he 
heard a fudden noife and tumult at the door of her cham- 
ber; which fo terrified her maid, that, ftarting up, (he too 
was about to depart." Agrippina perceiving her defign, 
" Thou like wife (faid (he), art going to abandon me :** that 
moment Anicetus, having forced open the door, entered 
her chamber, accompanied by Herculeus, captain of a 
galley^ and Oloaritus, a centurion of the navy. The 
princefs, though apprifed of their de(ign, yet addrefTing 
them with great intrt{)idity, ** If you are come (faid (he), 
from tlie emperor, to be informed of my health, I can ac** 
quaint him, that lam well refre(hed and recovered ; if up- 
on any bloody deGgn, I will never believe you commiflion- 
ed by my fon : my fon cannot command a parricide." 
fiut theaflfaffins, without returning her any anfwer, fur- 

^ Tacit* Ann. lib. xiv. cap. ^. Dio, p« 6^5* Suet. lib. vi. cap« 34, 

rounded 
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rounded her[bed ; and Herculcus difcharged a blow upoti tie^ 

head with a great club. Oloaritus the centurion inftantly 

drew his fword to difpatch her) butAgnppina, notwitfa- 

ftandin'g the blow fhe had receiyedi ftarting up, prefented 

her belly, crying with a loud voice^ ** Strike me herd 

this carried and brought forth fuch a monfter as Nero." In 

uttering thefe words, (be was pierced with a number of 

iTr. of Fl. wounds, and expired ^ (M). Thus died the celebrated 

ft4oS. Agrippina, daughter to Germanicus, grand-daugbtei to 

J^'P'^^1 Agrippa, and great-grand*daughter to Auguftus, fitter to 

one emperor, wife to another, and mother to a third. 

Hit mw» '^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ deferved by a train of horrid iniquities, 

4if. long before it overtook her. We are told, that fhe was 

warned of it many years before by the Chaldeans, ^bo be« 

ing confulted by her concerning the fortune of Nero, 

and anfwering, that he would certainly reign, and kiU 

his mother ; ** Let him kill me (faid ihe)^ fo he do but 

reign'/' 

The fcene of this horrible iniquity being clofed, the em- 
peror began to reflefk on the enormity of his crime ; a mo* 
Nero's £^9- ther inhumanly murdered, to whom he owed his life and 
»/>/ mpom his empire ! He paffed the night in dreadful agoniesi 
kif ikath. impatiently waiting the return of day, which, he appre- 
hended, would bring upon him fome dreadful difafien 
Burrhus was the firlt who afforded him any comfort in 
the midfl: of thefe horrors» by perfuading the tribunes and 
centurions under his command to congratulate the prince 
upon his thus happily efcaping the enormous treafon de- 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. cap. 7, 8. Dio, p. 696, Snetony cap. S4« 
1 Tacit, ibid. cap. 9. Dio, Suet. ibid. 

(M) In thefe particulars all bones were interred by her tlo- 

authors agree. Some add, that meftics, who, after the deatb 

Nero afte wards furvcyed the of Nero, raifed her a mean 

naked body of his mangled mo- Comb, upon the road to cape 

ther, viewed her limbs, and Mifenum, adjoining to ^^^ 

extolled their fymmetry and which formerly l^looged w 

beauty ; but this is' denied by Caefar the didhitor. Mncfter, 

others, and feems inconfiflent one of her freedmcn, as fotmas 

with the concern which he af- her funeral pile was li|btcd, 

terwards ihewed. That very ran himfelf through with * 

night her corpfe was burnt, fword, whether from grief and 

without any pomp or folemnity, atFedion for her, or from dread 

being carried to the pile upon of fome terrible puniftniCD^ 

no other bed than that which which he apprehended, was ne- 

(lie lay upon at her toeals. Her ver known. 

fifed 
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Vifed by his mother. Their example was followed by 
the emperor's friends, and by the neighbouring commu- 
nities of Campania, who teftified^ their joy by facrifices 
to the gods, and embaffies to the prince. Nero now Heaffeas . 
pretended to be inconfolably grieved for the death ol firrotun 
his mother, anfwering thofe who ftrove to confole him, 
that he hated a life which, upon fuch terrtis, had been 
Caved. However, as the face and afpe£): of places cannot 
change like the countenances of men, the fight of that 
coaft, and ihofe fliores where the parricide had been perpe- 
trated, filled him with continual horrors;- befidcs, there 
were fome who imagined they heard horrid (hrieks and 
Cries from Agrippina's tomb, and a mournful found of 
trumpets from the neighbouring cliffs and hill^. Nero, 
therefore, flying from fuch tragical places, which incef- 
fantly reproached him with the enormity of his crime, 
ttrithdrew to Naples ; whence he fent letters to the fenate, 
acquainting them, that Agcrinus, a freedman of Agrip- He thatgtt 
pina, had been fent by her to aiTaffinate him, but , had been her with 
timely apprehended ; and that (he had thereupon laid vio- ^f^ 
lent nands on herfelf, with the fame guilty confcience '"*''• 
which had prompted her to attempt the life of her fon. Tp 
this falfhood he added a detail of her crimes, traced a long 
ixray back : he even imputed to her all the vile meafures 
und black iniquities of the reign of Claudius ; and conclud- 
ed, that her death ought to be looked upon as a public 
blefling, and afcribed to the aufpicious fortune of the Ro- 
man ftate (N). 

(N) This letter was compof- that the ilatue of that goddefi 

ed by Seneca, who was feverely in gold (hould be placed in the 

cenfured, and not undefervedly, fenate-houfe, and, near it, that 

by all men of honour and vir- of the emperor ; and, laftly, 

tue. No one believed the pre- that the anniverfary of Agrip- 

tended confpiracy ; but never- pina (hould be inferred in the 

thelefs the fenators, with afto- number of unlucky days. Thra- 

nifhing ardour, flrove to furpafs fea Psetus, Walked out of the 

one another in decreeing new fenate, as foon as the emperor's 

honours to Nero on this occa- letter was read, chooiing rather 

lion* The following folemni- to provoke the vengeance of 

ties were therefore ordained, , Nero, than give his aflent to 

that, at all the altars, public fuch fervile, flattering, and ini- 

devotions fliould be ohferved ; quitous decrees ; but there was 

that the feaft of Minerva, dur- not a man in the fenate who 

ing which the confpiracy was had (b much honour and inte- 

dete6^ed, (hould be celebrated grity, as to follow his example* 
with anniverfary plays for ever ; 

T. 
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EtuUm^ ^^ heighten ftiU more the public hatred, and blaclen 

nfwrs t$ her memor|r> as if fhe had checked his natural inclination 
hUthmkif to mercy, he rcllorcd t© their native country and cftates 
•*■••'/*• fevcral perfons of diilin£tion, who had been formerly exiled 
by her orders. He likewifc pardoned Iturius and Calvifios, 
and fuffered the body of Lollia Paulina, who had ended 
her courfe at Tarentum, to be brought home, anddepolit- 
cd in the tonib of her illuftrious anceftors. Notwithftand- 
ing thefe afts of clemency, the emperor could not prciail 
upon himfelf to return to Rome, dreading to appear, after 
his parricide, before the fenate and people : but the aban- 
doned profligates of his court, (and no court upon eartb, 
fays Tacitus, ever abounded with more) aflured him, that 
the very name of Agrippina was generally abhorred; in- 
fomuch that, by her death, he had fecured for ever the 
afFe£\ions both of the people and fenate. On this affurance) 
He is re- ^^ proceeded to Rome, where he was received with a more 
tiived at officious zeal than even his flattering courtiers had promifei 
tiomi with The feveral tribes, in diftinft bodies, w^nt forth to meet 
extrmrdi^ ij^jn, and likewife, the fenate, in their robes, with prodi- 
JJS^ " gious crouds of women and children, ranged into diftinfl 
^* ciaflcs, according to their fex and age. Wherever, he 

pafl"ed, plays and (hews were exhibitefd with all the pomp 
and parade of a folenin triumph. Elated with pride at fuch 
a reception, he repaired, like a triumphant vidof, to the 
Capjtd, and there paid his vows and oblations °». All ihefc 
tokens of joy and approbation could not alleviate the re- 
proaches of his own confcience : the horrors of his guilt 
never forfook him j he owned, that the Furies puifued him 
with ftripes, and rage, and burning torches ; his dread wa» 
fometimes fo great, that aU his joints trembled} he appli^ 
to the magicians, and eodeavoured, by one of their facn- 
fices, to call up the gboft of hii» mother, and intreat her 
to forgive him : fome time after, wbea he travelled into 
. Greece, though he was ejetremeiy de^rousof afliftingattbe 
i^^ufinian ceremonies, yet )m heaft failed him, and be with- 
drew aafoon a« he heard the crier commanding, withaloui 
voice, aril impious and profane pcrfons to depalt *. 

As no one would take upon him to giv^ the empewf 
wholefome advice, but^ on the contrary, afl coni^^^^^^^?" 
ceive him with Cervile flattery, and to .^onwnend even his 
niofl: enormous exceflesj, he abandoned himfelf, without re- 
train t, to all his estravagaot paiiions. He w^s c4ii«d]f ^^ 

m T*aclt. lib, xiv. cap. x i— x 3. Di9, Ufau hA.^ nU * Suet 
cap. 34m 



of two dkerfionS) both highly imbecoming his rank and Hidwiru 
ftatibtiy namely, of driving a chariot, and finging to the himf^f 
harp in a theatrical habit. Seneca and Burrhus indulged wiM r^tf* 
liim from the beginning in the former, in order to divert ^t' ^^^ 
him from the latter, which they thought a more fhameful 
9tid unmanly employment. Thus, a piece of ground in the - 
Vatican was inclosed with a wall, that he might exert his 
dexterity in driving, without being expofed to the view of 
A promllbuoas crowd of fpeftators j but now he was de- 
firous of being publicly feed by the populace, who failed 
liot to gratify him with encomiums and loud acclama<« 
tion^. As the emperor imagined that, by bringing many 
Others under the nirne infamy, he fhould leflen his own, he 
introduced, as afiors, into. the theatre, feveral noble Ro* 
mans, defcendedfromilluftrious families, but, through in- 
digence, become venal. He likewife engaged, with great Hi engi^a 
rewards, many Romal^khiglits to undertake the afltihg of fi'verai 
f drtS in J)nblic reprefentitions. However, that he might ^^^^^^ 
ti(St yet flcbafe hlcttfelf ip the common theatre, he inftituted T^'J^i^ 
a (brt of plays called juvenales, which were exhibited ii| ^efiagt^ 
fKrivate houfes or gardens, perfons of the fifft qtality, and 
ftiiny whd had borne the chief offices in the ftate, afting in 
them> arid degrsiding thcmfelves, to imitate the port ^na 
biifFoonry of the Greek and tloman mimics, even in their 
moit ofbfeene gefticiilatibns (O). 

(O) The contagion even on this infamous occafion, 

leached (adies of the greatefl warmly applauded Nero, while 

diffiii^Bon, who, in imitarion he inwardly grieved for him. At 

ef the prirtee aiAl Kfs totirt, had this time, Nero enrolled a body 

fedr alTentbliea *nd reprefentd- of Roman knighb, iritrtled the 

llnti&ia^a^rotvepkNited by All* knights of Augu^us ; vomlg 

guf^us^ where boo^sw^rebuiiry men didingaiAied by the blooni 

an^ itt them ibid whatever in- oi theiv years, and ftrength of 

eit«d toi fenfuaKty and ws(ntoo<« body, but all profeffed proftU 

iiefs.. At Icogtfar Nei0 ;ook t^e gates. A« the emperor £pent 

harp, a^ mounted the publio whole day^ and nights in fingw 

ffagPj ^l^y>n^ tbe firings with ing, and playing upon the harp, 

much attention and care, and the fole bufinefs of thefe knights 

jOtudying his jpart. About hift^ ws^ tor commend lu* perfon and 

flood his ^CNnpanionsy atvd a co^ voice, to extol the beauty of 

boft of th« guMrds^ with nMkay. both by names atidepithets pe-^ 

uibunea ^d centurions, and culiar to the godls,. and to fing 

|hw?rbtt» thtif commander; who his air» aibouc thq ilreets ( i^ - 

(s) Tacit, Ann. lib, xiv. cap. i ^ 

Tot.XK, li N«t 
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Next year, Nero entdted upon his fourth confalftip, 
having CofTus Cornelius Lentulus for bis colleague, andheM 
that dignity for fix months. He now inftituted, for the im- 
provement of wit and genius, contefts of eloquence and poe- 
try, with other games, to be exhibited every fifth year; 
whence they wer* ftyled quinquennial games. On this o^ 
cafion, the players and pantominfies, who had often caufcd 
great diOenfions among the people, were recalled, andrG> 
ftored to the (lage. During thefe fports, a comet appeared, 
which, according to the perfuafion of the vulgar, always 
portended a change of princes : hence, as if Nero had been 
already depofed, it became the topic of general enquiry, 
who fhould be chofen to fucceed him \ and the name of 
Rubellius Plautus was, on this occafion, in every one's 
inouth. He was, by his mother Julia, the daughter of 
Drufus, defcended from the family of the C?efars \ and had 
acquired great reputation by the integrity of his life, and a 
ftrift adherence, notwithftanding the general corruption, 
to the venerable inftituiions, and fevere manners, of the 
primitive Romans. As Nero was fitting at an entertain- 
ment at a place called Sublaqueum, on the banks of the 
Simbruine lake, a flafli of lightning darted upon the repaft, 
difperfed the diihes, overturned the table, and, while the 
emfpcror was drinking, ftruck the cup out of bis hand. This 
accident happened in the neighbourhood of Tibur, whence 
Flautus was originally fprung by his/ather*s fide •, therefore» 
the people believed, that he was appointed by the gods to 
fucceed Nero. Thefe particulars alarmed N^ro, who wrote 
to Plautus, that he would aft prudently in confulting tbe 

f^eace and tranquility of Rome, by withdrawing tohispof- 
eflions in Afia, where he might enjoy the bloom of to 
life free from intrigues of fa£lion, fraught with arohigiu^ 
and danger. Upon this warning, Plautus, who had N 
(ince buried himfelf in retirement, fliunning and dreading 
power, left Rome, and, with Antiftia his wife, and a fev 
friends, battened to Afia. At this period, Nero appointed 
Tigranes (P) king pf Armcniai which ^e bravQ toM^ 



(?) Tigranes was grandlbn, 
or rather great-grandfon, to Ar-p 
chelaus, formerly king of Cap-r 
padocia ; for he was the grand* 
fon of Alexander, who was put 
to death by his own father He- 
rod king of J udapa, ando/Gla- 



phyra the daughter of ^fchc- 
laus. His father was likewife 
named Alexander. He wa^n«" 
phew to another Ti^nes, like- 
wife king of Armenia, who was 
put to death under Tiberius, W 
the tvpenty^fecohd year of that 
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had reduced, and beftowed upon him a body of guard^j . 
confiding of a thoufand legionaries, three cohorts of con*^ 
federates, and two wings of horfe, to fupport him in main-* 
taining his new realm. Corbulo, having thus completed 
the reduftion of Armenia, left that country, and retired 
into Syria, a province affign^^d him uport the death of Nu- 
midius Quadratus the late governor **. In the clofe of the 
year, VibiujS Secundus,. a Roman knight, was, upon the 
accufation of the Moors, condemned for extortion, and cx- 
pdled Italy. 

® Tacit, Annal. lib. xiv. cap. a6. 

prince's reign, and thirty-lixth at Rome, in the quality of a 

of the ChriSian aera (2). Ta- hoftage, his fpirit was miferably 

citus tells us, that, as this debafed, even toadegreeof ab- 

prince had pafled many years je6lnefs and fcrvitude (3). 

(1) Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 7. (5) Tacit. An^al* 

lib. xiv. cap. 26. 



END OF THE TWELFTH VQLllMK. 
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